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PREFACE. 


The  ninth  annual  session  of  the  Lake  Mohonk  Conference  of  Friends  of  the 
Indian  was  held,  through  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  K.  Smiley,  Oct.  7,  8,  and 
9,  1891,  at  the  Lake  Mohonk  House,  Ulster  County,  New  York. 

The  attendance  was  large  and  the  interest  unabated.  The  discussions  were 
reported  verbatim,  but  under  the  instructions  of  the  Publication  Committee  have 
been  condensed  for  this  pamphlet. 

A  copy  of  this  report  is  sent  to  each  member  of  the  Conference.  If  other 
copies  are  desired,  application  may  be  made  to  Mr.  A.  K.  Smiley,  Lake  Mohonk, 
Ulster  County,  New  York. 

Boston,  Mass.,  Pec.  ai,  1891. 
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THE  NINTH   LAKE  MOHONK   INDIAN 
CONFERENCE. 


Wednesday,  October  7,  1891. 


The  ninth  annual  Conference  on  Indian  affairs  was  held,  through 
the  hospitality  of  Mr.  A.  K.  Smiley,  at  the  Lake  Mohonk  Hotel, 
Ulster  County,  New  York,  Oct.  7,  8,  9,  189 1. 

The  Conference  was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  A.  K.  Smiley,  at  10 
A.M.,  after  prayer  by  Rev.  R.  S.  Mac  Arthur,  D.D. 

Mr.  Smiley  thanked  the  members  for  their  attendance.  He  had 
sent  out  invitations  to  four  hundred  and  fifty  persons,  one  hundred 
and  sixty-three  of  whom  had  responded,  and  were  all  present,  or  would 
be  during  the  week.  He  expressed  his  desire  that  the  spirit  of  the 
Conference  should  be  right.  While  the  largest  opportunity  would  be 
allowed  in  the  expression  of  opinion,  he  hoped  they  would  arrive  at 
some  harmonious  conclusion.  The  influence  of  the  Conference  de- 
pended on  the  unity  of  action.  Last  year,  said  Mr.  Smiley,  we  wer6 
favored  in  having  as  President  one  who  ably  took  the  place  of  him 
whom  we  so  much  loved  and  honored.  We  have  always  had  as 
President  here  the  Chairman  of  our  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners. 
Dr.  Gates  is  the  chairman  of  that  board ;  and,  as  he  presided  last 
year,  I  will  nominate  him  as  chairman  of  this  Conference.  Mr. 
Smiley  then  put  the  vote,  and  Dr.  M.  E.  Gates,  President  of  Amherst 
College,  was  unanimously  elected  President  of  the  Mohonk  Confer- 
ence. 


ADDRESS   OF   PRESIDENT   GATES. 

LadUs^nd  GmtUtnm^  Friends  of  the  Indian^ — If  I  were  to  ask  you, 
as  I  assume  the  duties  of  the  trust  which  you  impose  on  me,  the  cus- 
tomary question,  "  What  is  the  pleasure  of  the  meeting  ?  "  you  would 
answer  as  one  voice,  "  Our  pleasure  is  the  immediate  and  full  prepa- 
ration of  all  Indians  for  the  duties  and  privileges  of  Christian  citizen- 
ship in  the  United  States."  That,  it  seems  to  me,  is  the  point  in  this 
reform  at  which  we  have  now  arrived, —  substantial  unanimity  in  the 
conviction  that  there  must  be  immediate  preparation  (even  if  it  be 
preparation  through  some  necessary  failures  and  mistakes), — an  imme- 
diate preparation  of  the  Indians  for  citizenship  in  the  United  States. 
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NO   MORE   "WARS'     WITH    INDIANS. 

As  we  look  over  the  events  of  the  last  year,  there  are  two  facts  that 
seem  to  me  to  be  sources  of  especial  encouragement.  You  may  be 
surprised  that  the  chief  event  from  which  I  draw  encouragement,  as 
we  look  back  upon  it,  is  the  outbreak  in  Dakota.  The  history  of  that 
event  shows  that  it  was  managed  as  nothing  of  the  kind  has  ever 
been  managed  in  the  history  of  this  land.  The  time  for  any  talk 
about  a  war  between  the  Indians  and  the  United  States  has  forever 
passed.  Hereafter  we  may  deal  with  the  Indians  as  rioters  or  murder- 
ers, if  we  must,  by  the  forms  of  law.  We  may  deal  with  the  red  men 
who  are  murderers  and  rioters  by  the  same  forms  of  law  which  we  use 
in  dealing  with  white  men.  The  time  has  come  when  the  United 
States  government  is  no  longer  to  allow  itself  as  a  great  power,  on 
the  one  side,  to  declare  war  against  a  tribe  of  Indians  as  a  foreign 
power,  on  the  other  side.  The  time  for  that  method  of  dealing  with 
Indians  has  forever  passed.  We  can  hereafter  deal  with  them  as  they 
should  be  dealt  with,  not  with  each  tribe  as  a  little  imperium  in  im- 
periOy  but  with  Indians  as  men  and  women  dwelling  upon  our  soil, 
subject  to  and  supervised  by  the  central  government,  where  they  are 
not  yet  intrusted  to  the  States,  and  to  be  governed  by  law.  I  think 
that  the  Dakota  disaster  shows  that  we  shall  not  need  to  have  taught 
us  again  the  lesson  of  the  difference  between  savagery  and  civiliza- 
tion. As  we  watched  the  progress  of  the  dances  that  began  these 
disorders,  as  the  reports  of  eye-witnesses  came  to  us,  we  saw  the  evi- 
dences of  that  peculiar  narrowness  in  the  field  of  vision  that  must 
attend  upon  savagery.  We  saw,  when  the  passionate,  superstitious 
sense  that  they  had  been  wronged  took  possession  of  these  men, 
it  shut  out  everything  else.  We  saw  that  for  one  brought  up  in  the 
atmosphere  of  Christian  civilization  to  enter  the  consciousness  of  the 
savage  at  such  a  time  is  almost  as  impossible  as  it  is  for  us  to  get 
behind  the  great,  blue,  limpid  eyes  of  the  ox  as  he  chews  his  cud  in 
the  pasture,  and  know  how  the  world  looks  to  him.  There  is  a  ten- 
dency in  the  savage  mind  to  dwell  on  one  idea,  especially  on  the 
thought  of  wrong  that  has  been  done  to  him,  until  this  idea  dominates 
the  whole  being  in  a  way  that  we,  who  are  open  to  higher  ideas,  can- 
not understand.  If  we  have  a  little  piece  of  ice  to  deal  with,  we  say 
that  artificial  means  may  be  used  to  melt  it  off,  and  get  it  out  of  the 
way ;  but,  when  we  meet  such  great  masses  of  snow  and  ice  as  the 
blizzard  left  about  our  houses  a  few  years  ago,  we  say,  "  It  is  of  no 
use :  we  must  let  the  sun  do  this  work ! "  So,  when  we  see  the  la- 
tent power  of  resistance  in  savagery,  the  latent  power  for  evil  so 
easily  kindled  into  action,  we  feel  that  there  is  but  one  hope:  this 
mass  of  savagery  must  be  broken  up  and  dissolved.  Light  and 
heat  must  be  got  into  it.  It  has  become  a  profound  conviction  that 
the  only  way  to  deal  with  the  Indian  question,  the  way  to  solve  it,  is 
by  the  education,  the  Christianization,  of  the  whole  race.  In  that  war 
in  Dakota, —  if  you  call  it  a  war, —  the  heroes  were  not  the  young 
braves  who  were  anxious  to  take  scalps,  nor  the  men  of  our  own  regu- 
lar army,  not  General  Miles  nor  his  assistants,  thankfully  as  we  recog- 
nize the  wisdom  of  their  strategic  movements  and  their  wise  decisions 
to  prevent  bloodshed  by  firm  delay  in  attack.     The  heroes,  after  all. 
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were  Dr.  Eastman  and  his  wife,  Mrs.  Elaine  Goodale  Eastman,  as 
they  cared  for  the  wounded,  and  the  Christian  Indian  men  and 
women  who  held  faithfully  to  their  principles  and  to  their  convictions 
of  duty  through  that  period  of  intense  excitement.  It  is  these  actors 
in  that  drama  that  we  need  to  honor. 

A    "  STANDING    ARMY  "   OF   SCHOOL-TEACHERS  ! 

Therefore,  it  seems  to  me  that  there  are  two  points  which  we  want 
to  keep  constantly  before  us  during  this  Conference.  First,  the  time 
iox  fighting  the  Indian  tribes  is  passed.  There  may  be  Indian  riots  to 
be  quelled  :  let  us  have  no  more  Indian  "  wars."  We  do  believe  in  a 
standing  army ;  but  it  should  be  an  army  of  Christian  school-teachers ! 
That  is  the  array  that  is  going  to  win  the  victory.  We  are  going  to 
conquer  barbarism  ;  but  we  aie  going  to  do  it  by  getting  at  the  bar- 
barians one  by  one.  We  are  going  to  do  it  by  that  conquest  of  the 
individual  man,  woman,  and  child  which  leads  to  the  truest  civiliza- 
tion. We  are  going  to  conquer  the  Indians  by  a  standing  army  of 
school-teachers  armed  with  ideas,  winning  victories  by  industrial 
training,  and  by  the  gospel  of  love  and  the  gospel  of  work. 

The  supreme  question  is  the  question  of  education.  Napoleon 
said,  "The  only  victories  worth  winning,  the  only  victories  of  which 
we  need  never  be  ashamed,  are  those  won  over  the  domain  of 
ignorance  by  the  dissemination  of  ideas."  Wonderful  testimony  from 
a  man  who  knew  the  victories  of  force,  who  talked  of  "cannon's 
meat,"  as  he  called  for  the  husbands  and  brothers  of  the  French 
women.  He  summed  up  the  experience  of  his  life  in  that  saying, 
"The  only  victories  worth  winning  are  those  won  over  ignorance,"  by 
the  progress  of  ideas. 

A   COMPREHENSIVE    POLICY   OF    EDUCATION. 

How  are  these  victories  to  be  won  ?  What  reason  have  we  to  hope 
for  more  substantial  progress  now  than  past  years  have  seen  ?  We 
have  often  said,  as  we  have  met  here,  "  If  we  only  had  something  like 
a  comprehensive,  far-seeing,  progressive  policy  of  education,  an  ade- 
quate system  of  schools  for  these  Indian  people  !  We  now  have  such 
a  system  ;  and  it  is  directed,  I  believe,  by  a  wise,  a  clear-headed  Chris- 
tian man,  who  has  the  courage  of  his  convictions,  who  does  not  fear 
to  express  them  everywhere,  who  is  showing  marked  qualifications  for 
his  work,  and  is  developing  that  power  of  patience  and  forbearance 
which  is  so  essential  in  dealing,  with  the  working  out  in  administration 
of  a  great  moral  question,  when  you  come  face  to  face  with  legislative 
and  executive  delays.  He  is  getting  a  wonderful  development  from 
experience  along  these  lines,  as  any  man  must  who  works  through 
our  "circumlocution  office."  We  can  speak  of  our  gratification  that 
such  a  man  is  in  this  position,  and  our  hope  that  there  may  be  a  per- 
manent carrying  out  of  a  firm  policy.  We  have  before  had  superin- 
tendents and  commissioners  who  were  men  of  broad  views  and  com- 
prehensive plans ;  but,  when  they  were  well  started  in  carrying  out 
their  plans,  too  often  they  have  been  put  out  of  office,  in  the  interest 
of  spoilsmen,  and  all  the  good  that  had  been  accomplished  has  dis- 
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appeared.  All  their  attempted  reforms  have  fallen  into  ruins  like  a 
toy  castle  built  of  cards,  until  (excepting  General  Whittlesey  and 
General  Fisk,  neither  of  whom  I  ever  yet  heard  express  a  sentiment 
or  a  thought  that  was  not  full  of  high  courage  in  this  reform)  there  was 
hardly  any  other  man  of  experience  in  our  work  who  has  not  at  times 
felt  that  it  was  useless  to  struggle,  and  that,  if  we  held  on  in  the  work, 
we  did  so  as  a  work  of  stern  duty,  and  not  with  high  hope  or  ground 
for  encouragement. 

CIVIL   SERVICE    REFORM    IN   THE   INDIAN    SERVICE. 

Under  these  circumstances,  we  have  repeatedly  petitioned  the  Ex- 
ecutive and  Congress  to  give  us  Civil  Service  Reform  Rules  in  the 
Indian  Bureau.  You  will  remember  a  Conference  here  some  years 
since,  when  that  was  earnestly  debated,  and  a  special  commission 
went  to  Washington  to  urge  it  on  the  President.  Every  administra- 
tion has  promised  much,  but  we  have  not  seen  anything  actually  ac- 
complished until  quite  recently,  when  there  centred  at  Washington 
requests  from  many  sources.  At  the  close  of  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Indian  Commissioners  at  Washington,  in  January  last,  at  a  confer- 
ence with  President  Harrison,  he  expressed  to  us  his  sincere 
desire  to  do  the  right  thing  in  this  matter,  and  his  purpose  to  act 
soon.  We  have  now  the  beginning  of  reform  in  the  service,  and 
a  promise  of  permanence  for  good  men  and  good  measures.  In  this 
there  is  great  cause  for  hope.  Our  superintendents  of  schools,  teach- 
ers, matrons,  and  physicians,  since  October  i,  come  under  the  clas- 
sified civil  service.  The  examinations  provided  show  how  com- 
pletely wise  regulations  may  disprove  the  assertion  that  civil  service 
reform  means  a  school-boy  examination  which  calls  only  for  quickness 
of  wit  in  answering  conundrums  in  geography  and  arithmetic.  The 
whole  reform  has  begun  hopefully.  Less  than  a  week  ago  these 
rules  went  into  effect. 

In  these  two  things, —  a  broad,  comprehensive  system  of  schools, 
and  application  of  Civil  Service  Rules  to  the  appointments, —  I  see  a 
larger  hope  than  ever  before.  We  may  enter  on  our  Conference  With 
this  larger  hope  throwing  its  light  over  our  deliberations. 

"  EMBARRASSMENT  OF   RICHES "    IN   THE   NUMBER   OF    SPEAKERS    HERE. 

We  have  before  us  such  a  body  as  it  is  a  delight  to  preside  over. 
The  only  trouble  is  the  embarrassment  felt  by  the  man  who  knows  a 
good  deal  about  electricity,  when  he  stands  in  a  room  full  of  Leyden 
jars,  fully  charged,  and  wonders  how  he  can  safely  unload  the  jars 
and  conduct  to  use  the  electricity  stored  there.  There  are  so  many 
accomplished  speakers  here,  charged  with  enthusiasm  and  high  ideas, 
that,  with  our  limits  of  time  and  space,  I  shall  have  to  claim  your 
kind  indulgence  if  all  have  not  an  opportunity  to  speak. 

THE   SPEECH   THAT   **  STRIKES    IN." 

We  want  first  to  hear  what  has  been  done  this  year  from  one  who 
stands  at  the  centre.  General  Whittlesey.  Then  we  hope  to  hear 
from  workers  in  the  field.     Are  we  not  driven  more  and  more  to  the 
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conclusion  that  the  inductive  method  is  the  best  method  in  dealing 
with  this  intricate  question, —  to  get  our  facts  first,  and  then  to  discuss 
the  principles  discernible  when  facts  are  compared?  There  are 
workers  here  whom  we  know,  and  who  have  had  it  suggested  to  them 
that  they  should  speak.  There  are  others  who  are  not  known  to  us 
all,  but  whose  work  our  Master  knows.  Do  not  hesitate  to  let  it  be 
known  that  you  have  a  message  for  us ;  and,  if  you  are  one  of  the 
happy  mortals  who  know  how  to  put  a  message  into  Jive  minutes  or  ten^ 
we  shall  be  doubly  glad  to  get  the  message.  But  there  will  be  some 
whom  we  cannot  hear.  The  finest  things  I  have  ever  heard  in  these 
Conferences  have  been  said  in  speeches  that  "  struck  in,"  the  first 
year,  because  they  did  not  get  themselves  delivered.  The  speakers 
came  again,  and  did  not  get  rid  of  the  speech  that  second  time.  And 
again  it  ''struck  in,''  until  the  single,  central  idea  dominated  the 
speaker  day  and  night ;  and  the  third  time  we  got  it,  and  it  was  red 
hot!  We  want  some  of  those  speeches  today.  I  think  I  see  before 
me  men  who  have  gone  away  from  earlier  Conferences  feeling  almost 
wronged  because  time  failed  for  their  intended  speeches.  We  want 
the  essence  of  these  undelivered  speeches  to-day. 

THE   WORK    DONE    BY   WOMEN. 

It  has  been  said  that  no  reform  has  ever  been  carried  to  a  success- 
ful issue  in  our  country  without  the  aid  of  noble-hearted  women  and 
of  Christian  ministers.  It  grows  upon  me  profoundly,  from  year  to 
year,  the  sense  of  what  our  sisters  and  wives,  our  daughters  and 
mothers,  have  accomplished  since  they  took  up  this  matter  of  Indian 
reform.  This  is  essentially  a  philanthropic  and  Christian  reform. 
Whatever  may  be  our  views,  our  slight  differences  of  view  or  differ- 
ences that  may  seem  to  us  profound,  we  all  gather  here  believing  that 
the  Lord  of  the  world  is  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  believing  that,  ever 
since  God  himself  became  incarnate,  for  a  man  to  see  God  truly,  he 
must  learn  to  see  something  of  God  in  his  fellow-man,  and  to  work 
for  his  fellow-men.     We  come  in  the  spirit  of  service. 

CHRISTIAN     EDUCATION. 

What  do  we  ask  for  the  Indians  ?  We  want  an  unsectarian  but  a 
Christian  education.  We  want  to  see  Indians, —  I  say  it  with  rever- 
ent love, — we  want  to  see  Indian  men  and  women  not  held  aloof  from 
Christian  life  by  a  strange  tongue,  but  lifted  into  our  American  civ- 
ilization, and  into  a  strong  Christian  life  as  American  citizens,  through 
the  medium  of  our  own  language.  Thank  God  for  his  redeeming 
power  made  known  in  strange  tongues !  But  we  do  want  to  see 
Christian  Indians  —  all  Indians  —  speaking  the  English  language, 
and  clothed  with  the  educating  responsibilities  of  American  citizen- 
ship. I  am  impressed  with  the  fact  that  there  is  no  safe  way  to  civil- 
ize the  Indian  except  by  letting  him  make  some  blunders.  When  we 
first  met  at  these  Conferences,  many  came  in  that  spirit  of  sentimental 
romance  which  has  too  long  obscured  our  views  of  the  needs  of  the 
Indian.  There  was  much  talk  then  about  broken  treaties,  and  about 
God's  curse  for  their  breaking;   and  the  record  is  a  shameful  one. 
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But  it  is  not  possible  that  one  hundred  and  eighty-one  thousand  miles 
of  territory,  more  than  all  the  New  England  and  the  Middle  States, 
a  territory  almost  as  large  as  France  or  Spain,  shall  be  forever  kept 
out  of  civilization.  It  is  too  much  to  ask  that  the  teeming  life  of 
America  shall  be  shut  out  of  this  great  territory,  in  order  that  the 
Indian  may  remain  a  savage  and  roam  over  it.  The  Indians  have 
never  had  a  proper  tenure  of  that  soil,  such  a  tenure  as  leads  to  their 
full  occupancy  of  it  or  to  their  self-support  in  other  ways  than  through 
hunting.  We  have  come  out  of  the  spirit  of  romantic  sentiment,  and 
have  substituted  the  honest  sentiment  that  the  Indian  must  learn  to 
walk  by  walking.  But  we  must  give  him  law  on  the  reservations  and 
off  the  reservations.  We  must  remember  the  true  doctrine  that  the 
law  is  a  schoolmaster,  even  for  Christianization.  We  will  take  the 
law  as  a  schoolmaster  that  shall  lead  the  Indian  from  the  lodge  to 
the  gospel.  Regarding  carefully  their  treaty  rights  in  their  essence, 
paying  into  their  educational  funds  a  fair  equivalent  for  the  land  we 
have  assigned  them,  we  will  help  the  Indians  to  walk  on  into  Chris- 
tian manhood  and  citizenship  in  the  United  States.  That  our  delib- 
erations may  tend  to  this  end,  I  ask  your  cordial  co-operation. 

On  motion  of  P.  C.  Garrett,  Mr.  Joshua  Davis,  Mrs.  Isabel  C. 
Barrows,  and  Miss  Ellen  H.  Bailey  were  elected  Secretaries. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  M.  E.  Strieby,  Mr.  Frank  Wood,  of  Boston,  was 
elected  Treasurer. 

On  motion  of  General  E.  Whittlesey,  it  was  voted  that  a  Business 
Committee  of  twelve  be  appointed  by  the  Chair.  The  committee  was 
appointed,  as  follows:  Dr.  William  H.  Ward,  Mrs.  Amelia  S.  Quinton, 
Dr.  M.  E.  Strieby,  Mr.  Philip  C.  Garrett,  Mrs.  Clinton  B.  Fisk,  Mr. 
Frank  Wood,  Mr.  Herbert  Welsh,  Miss  Kate  Foote,  Dr.  Charles  L. 
Thompson,  Mrs.  Isabel  C.  Barrows,  Dr.  R.  S.  MacArthur,  and  Mr. 
A.  K.  Smiley. 

The  opening  address  was  "The  Survey  of  the  Year's  Work,"  by 
General  E.  Whittlesey,  of  Washington. 


SURVEY   OF  THE   YEAR'S   WORK. 

BY  GENERAL  E.  WHIITLESEV. 

Our  meetings  are  always  so  crowded  with  interesting  matter  that  I 
must  not  occupy  much  lime.  I  will  therefore  confine  myself  to  some 
bare  facts,  and  leave  unsaid  what  I  do  not  know  about  Indian  matters. 

The  year  since  we  last  met  has  been  a  year  of  very  substantial  and 
gratifying  progress.  It  will  take  but  a  few  moments  to  show  this.  It 
has  been  signalized  by  very  important  legislation, —  more  important 
than  anything  previous,  except  during  the  year  1887,  when  the  gen- 
eral allotment  bill  was  passed. 

One  act  of  legislation  during  the  past  year  amended  that  general 
allotment  bill  in  some  important  particulars,  equalizing  allotments 
and  declaring  the  rights  of  inheritance  of  Indian  children. 
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Another  measure  of  great  importance  was  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  Mission  Indians  of  California;  and  still  another,  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  Round  Valley  Indians  in  California.  Both  measures 
had  been  carried  through  the  Senate  again  and  again  by  our  honored 
friend,  Senator  Dawes ;  but  last  year  it  was  carried  through  the 
House  by  the  efforts  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  Mr.  B.  M.  Perkins.  Those  measures  have  now  become  laws, 
and  commissions  have  been  appointed  under  them  for  the  examina- 
tion of  all  questions  that  have  been  in  dispute  for  years,  and  for  the 
survey  of  the  various  reservations  occupied  by  those  Indians,  and  the 
allotment  of  their  lands.  They  also  bring  before  the  United  States 
courts  all  questions  of  title  that  may  come  up  with  regard  to  the  rights 
of  the  Mission  and  Round  Valley  Indians. 

The  Indian  Appropriation  Bill  passed  last  winter  makes  appropria- 
tion for  the  fiscal  year  1892,  which  began  the  first  day  of  July,  1891. 
It  contains  ratifications  of  agreements  with  Indians,  some  of  which 
have  been  lying  unacted  upon  for  several  years.  The  agreement 
with  the  Pottawattomies  of  Oklahoma,  with  the  absentee  Shawnees, 
with  the  Sac  and  Fox,  the  Cheyennes  and  Arrapahoes,  the  Coeur 
d'Alfene  of  Idaho,  the  Fort  Berthold  Indians  of  North  Dakota,  the 
Sissetons  of  South  Dakota,  and  the  Crows  in  Montana, —  all  these 
have  been  ratified  by  Congress,  and  appropriations  made  for  carry- 
ing them  out  involving  several  millions  of  dollars,  a  small  part  of 
which  only  is  paid  in  cash.  Where  cash  payments  have  been  pro- 
vided, it  has  been  to  carry  out  old,  previously  made  treaties  with  the 
United  States.  Certainly,  that  was  the  case  with  the  Sissetons. 
There  was  a  treaty  made  with  them  in  185 1,  just  forty  years  ago,  by 
which  the  United  States  bound  itself  to  pay  to  these  Indians  certain 
money  per  capita.  That  was  suspended  on  account  of  the  outbreak 
in  Minnesota  in  1862, —  the  whole  of  it, — the  innocent  suffering  with 
the  guilty.  The  agreement  with  the  Sissetons  provided  that  those 
annuities  should  be  restored  to  the  Sissetons,  on  the  ground  that 
they  had  remained  loyal  and  firm  friends  of  the  whites  during  that 
terrible  time.  By  these  ratifications  all  the  agreements  are  com- 
pleted that  have  been  made,  and  which  were  remaining  unratified 
until  the  last  Congress,  excepting  one  with  the  southern  Utes,  which 
many  of  us  hope  will  remain  pigeon-holed  for  a  good  many  years  to 
come. 

The  allotment  of  lands  has  been  going  on  during  the  past  year  with 
increasing  success.  The  number  of  patents  issued  is  2,104.  Allot- 
ments have  been  made  and  approved  and  patents  ordered  to  2,830 
in  addition.  Allotments  have  been  made,  examined  at  the  Indian 
Office,  and  are  ready  for  approval  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to 
the  number  of  1,520.  Allotments  have  been  received  at  the  Indian 
Office,  but  not  yet  taken  up  for  examination,  to  the  number  of  314 
during  the  past  year.  I  may  say  that,  looking  back  during  the  years 
since  the  Allotment  Bill  was  passed  in  1887,  a  large  number  of 
Indians  have  become  citizens  of  the  United  States.  That  bill  made 
at  once  10,122  Indians  full  citizens  of  the  United  States,  because, 
under  the  provision  of  previous  acts,  they  had  received  allotments 
and  patents  to  land.  It  also  made  citizens  of  3,072  who  had  been 
previously  freed  from  tribal  relations,  and  had  taken  on  the  habits  of 
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civilized  life.  So  that  under  the  provision  of  that  bill  we  have  now 
at  least  16,000  citizens  of  the  United  States  who  were  not  citizens 
before,  and  there  are  some  4,000  others  besides  those  of  the  Indian 
Territory  waiting  the  completion  of  the  work  who  will,  within  another 
year,  become  citizens. 

Now,  the  effect  of  this  work  of  allotment  has  been,  as  you  know, 
to  bring  up  many  perplexing  questions  to  answer,  many  difficult 
problems  to  solve,  regarding  rights,  justice,  authority,  and  jurisdic- 
tion ;  and  it  has  thrown  upon  the  Indian  Office  a  vast  amount  of  labor 
in  addition  to  what  it  had  to  perform  in  the  regular  routine  of  its 
work,  and  has  given  to  our  honored  and  able  Commissioner  a  work  to 
do  which  no  one  previously  holding  that  office  has  had  to  do.  There 
is,  therefore,  an  urgent  demand  for  a  large  increase  of  force  to  help 
him  to  meet  the  present  needs  of  his  position.  The  effect  also  of 
this  allotment  has  been  to  reduce  the  areas  of  Indian  reservations. 
Two  years  ago  there  were,  counting  all  the  little  Mission  Indian 
reservations  in  Southern  California  as  one  and  all  the  Pueblos  in 
New  Mexico  as  one,  138  reservations,  comprising  104,314,349  acres 
of  land.  During  the  year  1890  these  reservations  were  reduced  to  the 
amount  of  12,000,000  acres,  and  during  1891  they  have  been  reduced 
8,000,000  more.  I  quote  round  numbers  only.  So  something  over 
20,000,000  acres  have  been  cut  off  from  reservations  and  added  to 
the  public  domain,  and  these  have  been  or  are  soon  to  be  thrown 
open  to  the  settlement  of  whites. 

In  education  very  substantial  progress  has  been  made  during  the 
past  year.  In  the  first  place,  the  appropriations  made  by  the  last 
Congress  for  the  current  fiscal  year,  which  began  July  i,  1891,  and 
extends  to  the  end  of  June,  1892,  for  education  are  $2,216,650,  — an 
increase  over  the  present  year  of  twenty  per  cent.  Of  this  amount 
$601,000  are  allowed  for  the  support  of  contract  schools.  The  rest 
is  expended  for  the  support  of  Indian  schools  of  all  grades.  Since 
the  administration  of  our  present  Commissioner  five  new  industrial 
schools  have  been  organized  and  are  in  operation,  and  five  more  are 
under  way  and  will  be  organized  in  the  present  fiscal  year.  The 
total  enrolment  of  the  schools  now  of  all  grades,  including  mission 
schools,  is  17,926;  that  is,  about  one-half  the  school  population. 
This  is  an  increase  over  the  previous  year  of  1,549.  The  average 
attendance  has  been  13,568, —  an  increase  over  the  previous  year  of 
i»336.  100  Indians  are  now  attending  public  schools  under  a  special 
arrangement,  by  which  the  schools  receive  $10  per  quarter  for  their 
tuition. 

I  intended  to  say  a  word  about  another  matter  which  indicates 
substantial  progress,  and  that  is  the  extension  of  Civil  Service  Rules 
into  part  of  the  Indian  service,  but  it  has  been  sufficiently  alluded  to 
by  our  Chairman,  These  brief  statements  speak  for  themselves.  No 
comments  of  mine  can  add  to  their  interest  or  value.  They  certainly 
show  that  the  year  has  been  full  of  work,  and  indicate  marked  prog- 
ress ;  and  they  furnish  us  a  hopeful  outlook  for  the  future. 

Mr,  Wheelock,  an  Indian  from  the  Carlisle  Indian  Industrial 
School,  was  asked  to  speak.  The  following  is  an  abstract  of  his 
remarks :  — 
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Mr.  Wheelock.  —  There  is  one  point  upon  which  I  cannot  agree 
with  your  President. 

President  Gates.  —  We  welcome  debate. 

Mr.  Wheelock.  —  He  tells  us  that  we  have  a  far-seeing  policy.  I 
do  not  question  that,  but  I  question  whether  it  is  a  complete  policy. 
It  is  like  making  a  dog-house  with  a  big  door  for  the  big  dog,  and 
then  shutting  the  door,  and  making  a  little  hole,  and  then  having  to 
squeeze  the  dog  to  go  into  that  hole.  It  seems  to  me  that  is  exactly 
what  we  are  doing  with  the  Indian.  The  United  States  government 
claims  to  have  facilities  for  educating  all  its  people,  that  it  has  a  wide 
door  through  which  its  subjects  can  pass,  to  become  citizens  of  this 
republic.  Then  I  ask.  Why  does  it  not  let  the  Indian  come  in  at 
that  door  ?  Why  does  it  close  that,  and  make  a  smaller  hole  and 
expect  the  Indian  to  squeeze  through  that  ?  That  is  what  we  are 
doing  when  we  establish  Indian  schools.  That  is  what  we  are  doing 
when  we  try  to  educate  the  Indian  by  putting  him  aside  and  treating 
him  as  a  special  being.  That  method  will  never  succeed.  If  the 
Indian  is  squeezed  through  that  little  hole,  some  of  his  limbs  will  be 
left  out.  If  we  want  the  Indian  to  be  a  good  citizen,  we  want  him  to 
have  the  use  of  all  his  limbs.  The  United  States  government  does 
not  want  educated  Indians,  but  it  wants  educated  citizens.  If  the 
Indian  boy  starts  out  and  stops  at  the  day-school,  the  benefit  that  the 
United  States  gets  from  that  Indian  does  not  amount  to  much.  But 
if  he  goes  through  the  day-school,  through  the  boarding-school, 
through  Carlisle  or  Hampton,  and  then  becomes  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  the  solution  of  the  Indian  question,  so  far  as  that  man 
is  concerned,  has  been  effected.  That  is  what  we  want, —  to  have 
the  Indian  become  an  individual.  We  must  teach  him  to  have  a  con- 
science which  will  respond  to  the  voice  of  duty  and  responsibility. 
We  must  teach  him  the  first  principles  of  this  free  government.  We 
must  teach  him  that,  in  order  to  be  a  good  citizen  of  this  republic, 
he  must  know  the  power  that  lies  in  the  elective  franchise,  he  must 
know  how  to  think,  he  must  know  how  to  make  his  ballot  think.  In 
order  to  do  that,  the  Indian  must  be  taught  beside  the  white  man 
who  knows  what  it  is,  who  has  patriotism  and  devotion  to  his  country, 
and  who  knows  how  to  act  in  a  free  republic.  We  must  put  him  by 
the  side  of  the  white  school-boy.  We  must  put  him  into  the  public 
school.  You  find  the  solution  of  the  Indian  problem  only  when  you 
condescend  to  have  your  children  with  the  children  of  the  red  man, 
educated  together,  and  trying  their  metal  together. 

A  paper  was  then  read  by  Charles  Francis  Meserve,  Superintendent 
of  the  Haskell  Institute,  Lawrence,  Kan.,  entitled  "The  Present 
Status  of  Higher  Education  for  the  Indian." 
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THE  PRESENT  STATUS  OF    HIGHER  EDUCATION 
FOR  THE    INDIAN. 

BY   CHARLES    FRANCIS   MESERVE. 

It  may  seem  presumptuous  to  those  of  you  who  have  been  a  long 
time  in  the  work,  and  have  borne  the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day, 
that  a  late  comer  and  comparative  novice,  who  has  seen  only  two 
years  in  the  service,  should  dare  to  address  this  Conference  on  the 
above  subject.  It  is,  however,  one  of  grave  importance  and  deep 
significance ;  and,  although  much  has  been  said  upon  it,  there  is  still 
great  need  of  public  enlightenment.  I  realize  full  well  that  not  only 
you,  but  the  intelligent,  philanthropic  Christian  people  of  this  broad 
land,  are  my  auditors.  And,  further,  since  our  genial  and  generous 
host,  only  a  jot  of  whose  geniality  is  in  his  name,  has  bidden  me  to 
this  wedding  feast,  where  the  contracting  parties,  on  the  one  hand, 
are  warm-hearted  Christian  philanthropy,  and,  on  the  other,  a  not  fully 
awakened  public  sentiment,  how  could  I  come  without  having  on  the 
wedding  garment  of  preparation,  lest  I  be  cast  into  outer  darkness, 
amid  wailing  and  gnashing  of  teeth  such  as  we  experience  when 
conscience-smitten  because  duty  is  undone  and  opportunity  neglected  ? 

The  term  "higher,"  as  applied  to  Indian  education,  is  used  only  in 
a  comparative  sense,  to  designate  the  training  that  is  given  in  the  large 
industrial  schools.  It  is  not,  in  reality,  proper  to  designate  it  even  as 
high;  for  these  schools  in  their  literary  departments  have  seldom 
attempted  anything  in  advance  of  the  studies  of  the  highest  grade  of 
a  well-organized  city  grammar  school.  Scarcely  any  of  these  institu- 
tions have  been  in  existence  long  enough  to  prepare  pupils  for 
graduation.  The  public  schools  of  Springfield,  Mass.,  are  equal  to 
the  best  in  the  land.  The  course  of  study  from  the  time  of  entering 
the  primary  until  leaving  the  grammar  school  covers  nine  years,  and, 
if  Harvard  or  Smith  is  the  goal  of  youthful  ambition,  four  years 
additional  in  the  high  school  are  required.  From  the  time  Carl  and 
Alice  leave  the  nursery  until  they  proudly  learn  that  Harvard  and 
Smith  have  received  them  without  conditions,  thirteen  long  years 
have  elapsed.  They  have  been  guided  during  these  years  by 
skilful,  interested,  and  in  many  instances  highly  educated  and 
cultured  teachers,  whose  every  effort  has  been  supplemented  and 
seconded  by  counsel,  encouragement,  admonition,  and  every  proper 
incentive  that  could  be  suggested  by  a  mother's  love  and  a  father's 
pride.  Not  one  of  these  industrial  schools  has  been  in  operation  for 
thirteen  years,  and  only  one  of  iheip  has  sent  out  a  graduating  class  ; 
and  yet,  now  and  then,  we  read  in  the  public  press  what  miserable 
failures  the  graduates  of  Carlisle  University  and  Haskell  College 
prove  to  be,  that  these  institutions  are  anything  but  successful,  and 
that  the  money  spent  for  their  maintenance  is  worse  than  N^asted, 
because  the  so-called  graduates  are  sent  back  out  of  harmony  with 
the  reservation  life,  discontented,  and  unwilling  to  resume  their  for- 
mer modes  of  living.  Would  you  think  it  just  to  pass  unfavorable 
judgment  upon  the  baker's  loaf,  when  you  insisted  upon  his  taking  it 
out  of  the  oven  before  it  was  half  done?     These   statements  have 
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been  made  so  frequently  and  are  repeated  with  such  persistency  that 
it  is  but  just  for  those  who  stand  in  responsible  positions  as  heads  of 
these  institutions  to  state  the  facts  as  they  exist.  Pupils  are  received 
at  these  training  schools  for  a  period  no  longer  than  five  years.  It  is 
true  they  can  enter  for  a  second  term,  though,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
the  majority  do  not.  They  come  to  us,  even  the  older  and  larger,  as 
a  rule,  attaching  slight  importance  to  virtue,  chastity,  honor,  truthful- 
ness, and  abstinence  from  the  use  of  narcotics  and  alcoholic  stimu- 
lants. The  majority  of  those  who  now  come  can  read  and  write,  yet 
in  five  years  we  are  expected  to  turn  them  out  well  educated  and 
fitted  to  support  themselves.  Is  not  the  demand  absurd  upon  the 
face  of  it  ? 

That  the  average  Indian  boy  and  girl  can  master,  with  comparative 
ease  and  readiness,  the  rudiments  of  au  English  education,  including 
the  speaking  of  English  well,  and  also  acquiring  considerable  skill  in 
all  the  mechanical  arts,  has  been  proven  beyond  the  shadow  of  a  doubt. 
If  there  are  to-day  any  doubters,  their  doubts  can  readily  be  removed 
by  visiting  any  of  these  schools  where  the  cultivation  of  the  mental 
powers  and  the  training  of  the  hand,  the  ear,  and  the  eye  are  all 
carried  on  harmoniously  and  simultaneously.  In  comparing  the 
Indian  with  the  white  child  in  his  school  life,  it  must  also  be  borne 
in  mind  that  in  the  industrial  schools  only  half  of  the  day  is  given  to 
work  of  a  literary  nature,  the  other  half  being  devoted  to  various 
mechanical  pursuits,  such  as  farming,  gardening,  shoemaking,  har- 
ness-making, and  many  others. 

The  problem  that  is  presented  to  the  superintendent  of  a  large 
government  industrial  training  school  is  how  to  get  his  pupils,  what 
to  do  with  them  after  he  has  them,  what  will  become  of  them  after 
they  have  gone  out  from  under  his  control,  and  the  estimate  that  the 
public  places  upon  his  work.  There  is  little  difficulty  in  retaining 
Indian  pupils  after  they  have  once  been  enrolled  in  the  schools  and 
become  accustomed  to  the  necessary  restraint  and  the  routine  that 
the  performance  of  daily  duties  invariably  calls  for.  Although  the 
contrast  between  their  former  and  school  life  is  very  marked,  yet, 
after  they  have  passed  through  a  period  of  homesickness  such  as 
white  children  are  accustomed  to  when  they  leave  home,  they  fall 
readily  into  the  new  ways,  the  new  life,  and  the  new  methods.  Let 
us  see  for  a  moment  what  this  means  to  them,  —  frequently  an  entire 
change  in  wearing  apparel,  living  conditions  of  an  entirely  different 
and  sanitary  nature,  regularity  in  meals,  in  sleep,  in  exercise,  and  in 
work,  and  learning  to  speak  and  write  in  a  foreign  tongue.  The 
complaint  was  formerly  made  that  you  could  not  educate  Indians. 
Since  it  has  been  clearly  shown  that  they  can  be  educated,  the  nature 
of  the  attack  has  been  changed.  When  we  go  out  after  Indian  pupils, 
various  objections  are  met  with.  There  is  very  frequently  an  un- 
willingness on  the  part  of  the  Indians  themselves  to  their  children 
going  away  from  home,  and  this,  in  very  many  instances,  is  fostered 
by  the  whites  themselves  on  the  reservation.  A  missionary  once  said 
to  me,  "  If  I  could  have  all  of  the  children  at  home,  instead  of  their 
being  sent  away,  I  could  do  something  with  these  people."  But,  after 
conversing  with  him  and  finding  out  what  the  hindrances  to  his  work 
were  and  what  his  plans  were,  it  seemed  to  me  that  everything  he 
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was  doing  was  tending  to  keep  them  Indians.  Sometimes  opposition 
is  experienced  on  the  part  of  teachers  themselves  in  government 
schools,  who  say,  "These  training  schools  wish  to  take  away  our 
older  and  brighter  children,  and  leave  us  only  the  younger  and  less 
advanced.*'  This  is  true  :  the  training  schools  do  wish  to  receive  the 
older  and  brighter  children.  What  estimate  would  we  put  upon  the 
head-master  of  Exeter,  or  of  the  Boston  Latin  School,  if  he  were 
to  say  to  Harvard  or  Yale,  "  You  want  to  take  from  us  the  older  and 
brighter  of  our  young  men  "  ?  It  is  just  what  is  expected.  It  is  just 
what  ought  to  be  done,  and  in  this  lies  the  greater  encouragement  to 
the  schools  of  a  lower  grade  from  which  the  brighter  and  more  ad- 
vanced pupils  come.  The  remark  is  also  made  in  this  connection 
that  these  larger  schools,  at  a  distance,  not  only  receive  our  brighter 
and  older  pupils,  but  that  they  claim  the  credit  for  all  that  has  been 
done  for  them,  while,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  these  pupils  were  started 
upon  their  education  in  the  reservation  schools,  and  some  were  there 
for  several  years.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  detract  one  iota  from  the 
reservation  schools.  I  say  most  emphatically  that  those  who  manage 
the  larger  schools  could  not  do  their  work,  were  it  not  for  the  intelli- 
gent, earnest,  and  self-sacrificing  efforts  of  the  teachers  of  the  reser- 
vation schools  ;  and  let  me,  once  for  all,  disclaim  any  intent  or  desire 
for  the  training  schools  to  take  to  themselves  a  greater  share  of  credit 
for  their  work  than  belongs  to  them.  The  fact  is  that  the  schools  of 
all  the  various  grades  are  important  and  essential  factors  of  the 
system,  and  one  cannot  do  without  the  other.  It  is  sometimes  urged 
by  parents  against  the  training  schools  that,  in  sending  their  children 
so  far,  their  health  is  injured  because  of  a  change  of  climate ;  and 
there  are  white  people  who  encourage  them  in  this.  I  never  yet  have 
heard  of  white  parents  in  Portland  or  San  Francisco  or  Denver 
objecting  to  sending  their  sons  and  daughters  to  Harvard  and  Yale, 
to  Smith  and  Wellesley,  because  it  would  be  injurious  from  a  stand- 
point of  health.  You  can  scarcely  go  into  any  nook  or  corner  of  our 
broad  land  without  finding  people  permanently  living  there  who  were 
raised  hundreds  of  miles  distant.  The  objection  to  Carlisle  and 
Haskell  on  the  score  of  health  because  of  remoteness  from  home  is 
untenable  even  from  the  Indian's  standpoint.  He  is  migratory  by 
•nature,  having  lived,  at  various  times,  hundreds  of  miles  from  his 
present  reservation.  The  habitat  of  the  American  Indian  is  no  more 
permanent  than  that  of  the  American  white  man  or  the  American 
Negro. 

A  careful  examination  of  facts  shows  that  the  health  condition  of 
pupils  in  the  training  schools  is  far  superior  to  that  in  the  Indian's 
home  life.  The  fact  is  the  Indians  die  in  much  larger  numbers  on 
their  reservations  than  they  do  in  the  training  schools,  or,  for  that 
matter,  in  the  reservation  schools.  During  the  prevalence  of  the 
grippe  the  last  two  years,  at  Haskell  and  Carlisle  there  were  five  hun- 
dred or  more  cases,  not  one  of  which  proved  fatal.  In  one  Indian 
tribe  in  the  Indian  Territory  that  numbered  897  by  the  actual  enrol- 
ment on  January  ist,  there  were,  during  the  following  three  months, 
nearly  fifty  deaths.  This  was  at  the  time  when  the  epidemic  was 
raging  in  the  schools,  where  no  death  occurred  from  this  cause.  The 
Indian,  as  a  rule,  is  tenacious  in  clinging  to  his  habits  and  his  associa- 
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tions,  and  he  desires  nothing  more  than  to  be  let  alone  in  his  barbar- 
ism and  degradation ;  and  there  are  enough  whites,  some  of  poor  blood, 
and  others  of  more  sentiment  than  sense,  who  come  in  contact  with 
him  to  encourage  him  in  opposing  all  of  these  influences  that  are 
going  to  elevate  his  children,  if  not  himself.  Even  with  quite  intelli- 
gent Indians,  distrust  of  the  whites  is  a  very  important  obstacle  in  the 
way  of  educating  the  children.  Not  long  since  I  endeavored  to  per- 
suade a  half-breed  mother  that  it  would  be  for  the  interest  of  her 
daughter  to  take  a  course  at  Haskell.  I  saw  that,  if  she  was  not  sent 
away  to  school,  she  would  soon  be  married,  and  become  the  ordinary 
camp  Indian  girl,  though  now  bright,  attractive,  and  anxious  to  go 
away.  I  used  my  power  of  persuasion  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  and, 
after  laboring  for  a  long  time,  the  mother  replied,  "You  white  folks 
do  make  me  tired.  My  father  was  a  white  man.  He  suddenly  died. 
He  was  possessed  of  a  large  amount  of  land ;  and,  through  the  trick- 
ery and  dishonesty  of  white  people,  we  never  realized  from  it  one 
penny.  That  land  was  in  Nebraska.  Not  long  ago  I  went  there,  and 
on  the  property  that  was  my  father's,  and  that  by  right  is  his  chil- 
dren's, is  now  spread  out  a  large  town."  These  were  her  last  words. 
I  could  tell  by  the  look  of  indignation  and  injustice  on  her  intelligent 
face  that  she  had  this  additional  thought  in  her  mind,  "  And  if  the 
whites  dispossess  us  of  our  property,  do  they  also  wish  to  dispossess 
me  of  my  daughter  ? "  Nothing  but  fair,  square,  plain  dealing,  with  all 
promises  lived  up  to  and  all  pledges  kept,  can  cause  the  Indians  to 
have  confidence  in  the  whites. 

The  question  is  often  asked.  What  becomes  of  these  boyS  and  girls 
after  they  have  completed  their  course  at  these  Indian  schools.? 
Nearly  all  go  back  to  their  former  homes ;  and,  as  a  rule,  they  refuse 
to  adopt  their  former  habits  and  former  ways  of  living.  In  many 
instances,  they  are  compelled  to,  for  the  reason  that  there  is  no  other 
course  open  to  them.  A  week's  visit  on  any  important  Indian  reser- 
vation will  enable  you  soon  to  pick  out  those  who  have  been  away  to 
school,  and  you  will  see  there  still  remains  the  benefit  of  the  training 
received.  They  are  more  industrious,  and,  as  a  rule,  are  the  ones 
that  occupy  the  more  prominent  positions,  such  as  interpreters  and 
assistants  in  various  capacities  at  the  agencies.  They  are  also  more 
willing  to  work  and  desirous  of  engaging  in  farming  operations.  On 
a  recent  visit  to  a  reservation  that  for  some  years  has  been  friendly  to 
education,  I  found  there  were  twelve  hundred  acres  of  land  sown  to 
winter  wheat, —  a  much  larger  number  than  ever  before, —  and  the 
Indians  were  planning  to  make  the  number  still  larger  in  the  year  to 
come. 

A  word  more  with  reference  to  the  Indian  boys  and  girls  after  they 
return  home.  A  year  ago  I  had  the  opportunity  of  attending  a  pipe 
dance  among  two  well-known  tribes.  Among  the  large  number 
engaged  in  this  dance  there  was  only  one  who  had  ever  been  away  to 
an  Indian  school.  There  were  several  graduates  and  former  students 
of  Haskell  and  Carlisle  there  at  the  dance,  but  only  one  participated. 
This  was  to  me  a  very  encouraging  sign,  for  only  a  few  years  ago 
these  young  men  would  have  been  only  too  eager  to  have  distinguished 
themselves  in  this  way.  One  of  the  young  men  present,  a  graduate  of 
a  training  school,  had  recently  married  a  graduate  of  another  training 
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school.  I  was  very  anxious  to  find  out  something  in  regard  to  their 
home  life.  It  is  my  aim  to  teach  the  Indian  young  men  that,  when 
they  have  become  married  and  have  homes  of  their  own,  they  should 
not  treat  their  wives  as  their  fathers  did,  but  rather  as  the  best  white 
people  treat  their  wives.  When  I  asked  him  if  he  cut  the  wood  and 
did  the  other  hard  work,  he,  remembering  former  instruction,  said 
that  he  did  all  such  work  himself.  I  was  not  satisfied  with  his  reply 
and  asked  the  young  Indian  wife.  She  said  that  she  cut  the  wood, 
carried  it  in,  attended  to  the  fire,  and  did  various  other  things  that  he 
had  just  informed  me  that  he  did.  I  told  her  that  I  was  sorry  for  her 
lot  in  life,  and  that  such  work  ought  not  to  be  done  by  her;  and  she, 
with  tears  in  her  eyes,  said :  "  Won't  you  tell  him  so  ?  Won't  you  go 
and  talk  with  him?"  This  was  another  very  encouraging  sign;  for 
camp  girls  submit  to  these  things  as  a  matter  of  course,  without  any 
complaint,  never  thinking  that  there  can  be  anything  better  for  them. 
If  you  think,  however,  this  is  true  of  Indians  alone,  quietly  make 
inquiry  of  white  wives,  and  your  high  opinion  of  white  men  may 
possibly  receive  a  sudden  shock. 

Although  there  are  discouragements  and  obstacles  to  be  overcome, 
as  in  all  kinds  of  work,  yet  there  are  many  signs  of  encouragement, 
and  the  future  is  full  of  hope. 

Said  a  Mohave  chief  to  me  some  months  ago,  after  spending  several 
days  in  visiting  Haskell  Institute :  "  The  Mohaves  have  had  no  school. 
Mohaves  roust  have  school.  I  go  Washington  and  tell  Great  Father 
Mohaves  must  have  school.  Indians  can  learn  like  white  children. 
Make  wagons,  talk  and  write  English,  make  shoes,  make  everything." 
This  same  chief  was  very  much  interested  in  our  brass  band.  He 
had  never  seen  a  band  before,  or  heard  the  music  of  one.  It  was  the 
one  thing  above  all  others  that  interested  him.  When  he  went  away 
he  came  in  the  usual  formal  Indian  way  to  shake  hands  with  me  and 
bid  me  good-by ;  and  this  was  his  speech  :  "  Haskell  good.  Haskell 
good  all  around.  Hookarow  [for  that  was  his  name]  sad;  yes,  Hook- 
arow  sad.  Hookarow  wish  he  young  again.  If  Hookarow  young, 
Hookarow  go  to  Haskell,  get  education,  stay  all  the  time,  learn  to 
play  on  the  band." 

A  few  years  ago  a  distinguished  visitor  from  a  Northern  State  stood 
in  the  presence  of  a  large  colored  school  in  Atlanta.  Near  the  close 
of  his  address  he  said  to  them :  "  I  am  going  North  in  a  few  days. 
What  message  shall  I  carr}'  to  your  friends  there  ? "  A  bright  little 
Negro  boy  rose  and  said,  "Tell  um  we're  risin',  sur."  On  the  i6th  of 
last  May  I  was  called  to  Boston  by  the  death  of  my  father.  Before 
leaving  Haskell,  I  told  the  pupils  that  I  was  going  East,  and  that  I 
should  doubtless  meet  many  people  who  would  make  inquiry  concern- 
ing their  progress  in  school  and  the  various  trades,  and  I  said,  "  What 
message  shall  I  carry  them  ? "  An  earnest  Christian  young  man,  a 
Comanche,  rose  and  said,  "Tell  them  we  have  the  same  God,  the 
same  Bible,  and  the  same  church."  This  young  man  was  very  much 
interested  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  and  doubtless  had  this  in  mind  when  he 
used  the  word  "  church." 

We  find  that  Indian  boys  and  girls,  like  white  boys  and  girls,  have 
their  ambition  awakened  to  further  advancements.  Not  long  ago  one 
of  the  boys  came  to  me  and  said,  "Next  year  I  want  to   study 
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algebra."  I  replied  that  we  had  never  had  a  class  in  algebra,  and 
wondered  why  he  wished  to  take  up  this  branch  of  mathematics.  He 
said:  "I  have  been  scratching  my  head  and  thinking  about  this  a 
good  deal.  I  understand  now  how  you  can  multiply  figures  together ; 
but  I  do  not  understand  how  you  can  multiply  letters,  and  I  think  I 
should  very  much  like  to  know.*' 

Some  weeks  ago  I  was  on  a  steamer  with  a  company  of  Indian 
pupils  en  route  to  Haskell  Institute.  We  were  sailing  down  one  of 
the  many  beautiful  bays  that  branch  from  Lake  Michigan.  Quite  a 
number  of  the  parents  and  relatives  were  with  the  pupils  to  accom- 
pany them  for  a  couple  of  hours.  Just  before  leaving  the  steamer, 
they  all  gathered  together  on  the  bow  of  the  boat,  got  out  their  hymn- 
books,  and  sang  several  hymns  in  their  native  tongue,  and  closed  by 
singing  in  English  "Sweet  By  and  By,"  and  other  familiar  hymns. 
An  elderly  gentleman,  who,  I  afterwards  learned,  was  a  superannuated 
Methodist  clergyman,  seemed  greatly  interested  in  the  singing.  I 
asked  him  if  he  knew  these  Indians ;  and  he  said  that,  although  now 
beyond  the  period  of  active  service,  he  had  worked  among  them  as  a 
missionary  for  nearly  thirty  years.  "Thirty  years  ago,"  he  continued, 
"  I  came  among  this  people.  They  were  then  living  in  bark  houses 
and  wearing  blankets.  To-day  they  all  live  in  comfortable  houses, 
nearly  all  are  Christians,  regularly  attend  church,  and  are  anxious  to 
have  their  children  educated.  This  has  been  accomplished  in  thirty 
years.  It  rejoices  my  heart  to  see  their  children  go  away  where  they 
can  obtain  an  education  and  a  trade,  and  thus  be  prepared  to  compete 
with  other  races  in  the  battle  of  life."  The  contrast  was,  indeed, 
marked.  Only  thirty  years  ago,  degradation  and  ignorance ;  to-day, 
civilization  and  education.  Surely,  the  weakest  spirit  in  the  Indian 
work  ought  to  take  courage  from  even  one  experience  like  this. 

Recently  one  who  is  interested  in  Indian  education  said  to  me, 
"  I  hope  you  will  ask  for  very  little  for  Haskell  Institute  for  the  com- 
ing year,  for  we  want  to  do  all  we  can  for  the  reservation  schools."  It 
seems  to  me  that  this  remark  is  based  upon  the  misapprehension  of 
not  merely  the  importance,  but  the  necessity,  for  the  higher  education 
of  Indian  youth.  It  is  the  history  of  education  the  world  over  that 
the  elementary  schools  do  not  thrive  unless  there  is  a  class  of  higher 
educational  institutions  of  a  high  grade.  There  are  States,  cities,  and 
towns  that  are  prominent  for  their  educational  standing;  and  in  all  of 
these  you  will  find  that  colleges,  technical  and  normal  schools,  and 
high  schools  are  strenuously  maintained,  and  are  recognized  as  incen- 
tives in  keeping  up  the  lower  schools  to  a  proper  standing.  Go  with 
me  to  a  community  where  the  public  schools  are  poor,  and  there  you 
will  find  a  poor  high  school,  if  you  find  any  at  all.  This  principle  has 
long  been  "recognized.  As  early  as  1636  the  General  Court  of  Massa- 
chusetts Bay  voted  four  hundred  pounds  for  a  school  or  college.  This 
was  the  beginning  of  Harvard  College.  Two  years  later  regular 
instruction  began.  It  would  be,  indeed,  a  fatal  mistake  to  think  that 
the  cause  of  Indian  education  could  be  advanced  by  taking  from  one 
grade  or  kind  of  work  and  adding  to  another.  Both  the  higher  and 
the  elementary  are  indispensable,  and  the  results  desired  cannot  be 
achieved  if  either  suffers. 

While  the  cause  of  Indian  education  has  made  rapid  progress  since 
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the  first  appropriation  of  $20,000  was  made,  in  1877,  there  is  yet  room 
for  still  greater  progress.  There  are  yet  hundreds — yea — thousands  of 
Indian  children  in  degradation  and  barbarism,  who  have  no  education, 
even  of  the  most  rudimentary  nature.  The  only  way  that  these  chil- 
dren can  be  brought  into  school  is  by  compulsion.  It  is  with  Indians 
just  as  it  is  among  whites.  You  will  find  in  those  States  where  com- 
pulsory laws  for  education  are  in  force  that  opposition  is  always  met 
with  from  the  more  ignorant  people.  Opposition  of  the  same  charac- 
ter is  met  with  on  the  part  of  the  Indians.  If  the  Indians  are  to  be 
civilized,  elevated,  and  made  self-sustaining  as  citizens  of  this  country, 
their  children,  as  soon  as  they  arrive  at  school  age,  should  be  put  in 
school,  and  the  strong  arm  of  the  law  should  be  invoked  if  necessary. 
The  work  of  educating,  elevating,  and  civilizing  the  Indian  demands 
that  the  educational  and  agency  departments  should  be  placed  upon  a 
plane  of  impartial  civil  service ;  and  it  is  an  occasion  for  profound  sat- 
isfaction that  President  Harrison  has  already  taken  action  in  this 
direction.  This  is  a  work  that  cannot  be  accomplished  if  left  to  the 
whim,  caprice,  and  political  partisanship  of  the  spoils  system.  Indian 
education,  like  all  other  education,  demands  that  there  should  be  in 
charge  of  it  those  who  understand  its  underlying  principles,  and  who 
are  willing  to  give  it  self-sacrificing  devotion.  Frequent  changes, 
when  competent  persons  are  occupying  positions  that  they  are  willing 
to  continue  in,  can  work  harm,  and  only  harm.  A  work  of  such  a 
peculiarly  trying  nature  as  that  of  conducting  Indian  schools  and  of 
managing  agency  affairs'  especially  demands  that  there  should  be  no 
changes  except  for  cause.  This  will  never  be  accomplished  until  the 
people  rise  in  their  might  and  say  that  this  work  shall  be  managed  in 
accordance  with  those  principles  which  are  necessary  in  carrying  on 
any  private  business,  or  any  educational  institution  like  Harvard  or 
Yale,  or  the  well-managed  public  schools  of  any  city,  town,  or  village. 
No  parent  ever  thinks  of  asking  to  what  political  party  the  teacher  of 
his  child  in  the  village  school,  the  seminary,  the  normal  school,  or  the 
college,  belongs.  Is  the  teacher  of  good  moral  character,  competent 
for  the  work,  and  one  from  whom  good  influences  continually  emanate  ? 
These  are  the  questions  asked.  Frequent  changes,  not  only  of  policy, 
but  of  employees,  in  the  Indian  work,  both  in  the  school  and  in  tlie 
agency  work,  made  solely  for  political  reasons,  as  a  rule  result  only  in 
harm.  Next  to  competency,  nothing  is  more  important  in  Indian 
work  than  a  reasonably  permanent  tenure  of  office.  President  Eliot 
has  been  at  the  head  of  Harvard  University  for  twenty-one  successive 
years.  During  these  years  I  might  almost  say  there  have  been  twenty- 
one  Commissioners  of  Indian  Affairs.  How  unreasonable  to  suppose 
that  good  results  can  be  obtained  when  there  have  been  such  frequent 
changes  in  heads  of  departments,  and,  consequently,  policies  of  action ! 
The  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  whoever  may  hold  that  office, 
ought  to  be  beyond  the  reach  of  the  spoils  system.  The  head  of  a 
great  work  like  this  should  be  selected  for  a  special  business  and 
educational  fitness  for  the  position,  and  then  should  be  retained  in 
the  position,  so  that  there  might  be  ample  time  to  formulate  a  policy, 
and  to  superintend  the  carrying  out  of  this  policy  in  all  of  its  various 
ramifications.  A  prominent  worker  in  the  Indian  cause  in  Canada 
informed  me  during  the  past  summer  that  the  reason  that  they  had 
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had  so  little  trouble  with  the  Canadian  Indians  was  that  they  had  a 
reasonable  civil  service.  It  was  expected  that,  when  an  official  was 
selected  as  Indian  agent,  he  would  remain,  if  he  showed  proper  fitness 
for  the  position,  for  a  long  term  of  years ;  and  everything  in  relation  to 
his  office  was  of  such  a  nature  as  to  make  it  desirable  for  him  to 
remain.  While  there  should  be  a*  reasonable  certainty  as  to  tenure 
of  office,  it  must  be  understood  that  there  are  no  sin^-cuTts  in  the 
Indian  service,  but  rather  that  every  position  is  a  aim-cure. 

It  is  my  firm  belief  that  the  Indian  question  never  will  be  solved 
until  the  Indian,  like  any  other  man,  is  placed  upon  his  feet, 
stops  receiving  the  bounty  of  the  government,  and  is  compelled  to 
take  care  of  himself,  like  any  other  man.  There  is  nothing  that  will 
sooner  degrade  a  white  man  than  to  live  in  idleness,  continually  receiv- 
ing and  never  giving.  Indians  need  to  be  taught  the  divine  truth  that 
it  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive.  Let  the  United  States  gov- 
ernment allot  him  a  reasonable  amount  of  land,  assist  him  with  vari- 
ous farming  implements,  and  aid  him  in  building  himself  a  house  and 
bam,  educate  his  children,  give  him  a  fair  chance,  make  him  a  citizen 
in  fact  as  well  as  in  name,  and  then,  with  the  parting  injunction, 
"  Root,  hog,  or  die,"  leave  him  to  his  own  exertions,  like  any  other 
man. 

Miss  Hattie  Longwolf,  an  Indian  from  the  Carlisle  School,  was 
invited  to  speak.  The  following  is  an  abstract  of  Miss  Longwolf  s 
speech :  — 

In  the  fall  of  1887  I  was  brought  with  other  Sioux  boys  and  girls 
to  Captain  Pratt's  school.  I  came  from  my  home  in  the  tent,  in  my 
wild  dress.  Little  did  I  think  I  had  come  to  spend  many  years  get- 
ting knowledge.  I  was  much  displeased  with  my  new  home  and  sur- 
roundings, and  was  cross  to  think  I  had  to  leave  my  people  and  begin 
a  new  life.  The  night  was  dark.  The  stars  must  have  shone,  but  I 
did  not  notice  them.  People  say  you  can  never  make  anything  out  of 
a  red  man,  but  I  can  testify  that  we  have  been  lifted  out  of  our  igno- 
rance. I  did  not  want  to  wear  citizens*  clothes.  I  thought  I  might  be 
well  enough  pleased  to  stay  if  I  were  only  permitted  to  wear  my 
blanket  and  speak  my  own  native  tongue.  But  our  blankets  and  moc- 
casins were  taken  away,  and  shoes  were  given  to  us.  I  thought  I 
could  never  stand  in  the  shoes.  They  were  like  roller  skates  to  a 
beginner.  It  was  a  very  hard  task  to  learn  English,  but  I  found  that, 
if  I  did  not  at  first  succeed,  I  must  try,  try  again.  I  gave  up  many 
times  learning  it,  then  I  would  always  begin  again.  We  represent 
forty-eight  different  tribes  at  the  Carlisle  School.  None  of  us  will  ever 
regret  our  school-days  there.  We  have  been  taught  to  use  our  hands 
as  well  as  our  minds ;  and  the  girls  can  sew  and  do  laundry  work  and 
cook,  and  the  boys  learn  different  trades.  We  have  three  circles  of 
King's  Daughters.  We  have  our  meetings  on  Sundays,  and  on  week- 
days we  sew  and  make  little  things  to  sell,  and  with  the  money  we 
get  in  this  way  we  help  the  poor. 

President  Gates. —  I  never  saw  that  little  silver  cross  (that  always 
appeals  to  me  when  I  see  it  over  a  sister's  heart)  where  I  felt  that  it 
was  more  truly  emblematic  of  what  the  Master  himself,  who  dealt 
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with  such  infinite  tenderness  with  womanhood,  and  whose  last  mes- 
sage from  the  cross  was  for  the  care  of  his  own  mother,  would  have 
it  symbolize.  As  Miss  Longwolf  wears  it,  it  speaks  of  the  kind  of 
teaching  our  Indian  brothers  and  sisters  must  have  before  they  can 
come  into  our  Christian  civilization. 

Mr.  A.  K.  Smiley,  Chairman  of  the  Commission  to  visit  the  Mis- 
sion Indians  in  California,  was  asked  to  speak  with  reference  to  work 
there. 

Mr.  A.  K.  Smiley. —  There  are  in  Southern  California  about 
three  thousand  Mission  Indians,  so  called  from  their  relation  to  the 
early  Catholic  Missions,  established  in  the  early  part  of  the  last  cen- 
tury. A  bold  range  of  mountains  extends  for  a  hundred  miles  in  a 
northerly  course,  from  the  Mexican  border  to  Mt.  San  Bernardino^ 
dividing  the  richer  and  more  inhabitable  lands  on  the  Pacific  coast 
from  the  dreary  Colorado  desert  on  the  east.  These  Mission  Indians 
are  mainly  located  in  little  bands  in  the  small  valleys  at  the  base  of 
these  mountains,  and  some  of  them  in  valleys  and  mesas  at  an  ele- 
vation of  more  than  six  thousand  feet.  Quite  a  number  of  them  live 
in  the  forbidding  Colorado  desert,  lying  between  the  Colorado  River 
and  the  above-named  mountains.  There  are  about  forty  separate  vil- 
lages of  these  Indians,  the  largest  of  which  contains  less  than  two  hun- 
dred persons.  Under  Mexican  rule  these  Indians  chiefly  lived  on  fer- 
tile lands  near  the  coast,  and  had,  in  most  cases,  a  good  possessory 
title  to  the  lands  they  occupied,  from  which  they  have  been  driven  by 
the  rapacity  of  the  whites.  Some  benevolent  people  called  the  at- 
tention of  the  United  States  government  to  the  necessity  of  early 
action  to  prevent  the  pauperization  and  extermination  of  the  whole 
race,  and  in  1873  ^"^  ^^74  ^^  separate  special  agents  were  sent  out 
to  inquire  into  their  necessities  and  to  devise  some  plan  for  their  relief. 
The  result  of  their  investigations  was  the  establishment  of  nine  res- 
ervations by  executive  order.  In  1883  Mrs.  Helen  Hunt  Jackson 
and  Abbott  Kinney,  Esq.,  made  an  exhaustive  report  on  the  condi- 
tion and  needs  of  the  Mission  Indians ;  and  some  one  —  I  suppose 
Mrs.  Jackson,  though  I  do  not  certainly  know  —  drew  up  a  bill. 

Senator  Dawes. —  Yes,  she  drew  it  up  herself.     She  gave  it  to  me. 

Mr.  Smiley. —  I  am  glad  to  know  its  origin.  It  was  an  admirable 
one.  That  bill  passed  the  Senate  through  the  instrumentality  of  our 
honored  friend.  Senator  Dawes,  three  times,  but  failed  in  the  House. 
On  the  12th  of  January,  1891,  the  bill  of  Mrs.  Jackson,  with  some 
modifications,  became  a  law.  I  was  living  at  the  time  in  Redlands, 
Cal.,  overwhelmed  with  work, —  building  roads,  grading  grounds,  plant- 
ing orange  and  fruit  trees,  and  getting  ready  to  build  a  larger  house, 
and  was  not  aware  of  the  passage  of  the  bill.  In  the  midst  of  my 
pressing  work  I  received  a  telegram  from  Mr.  Noble,  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  asking  me  if  I  would  serve  on  the  Mission  Indian  Commis- 
sion if  appointed,  to  which  I  consented,  supposing  the  commission  had 
reference  to  the  settlement  of  some  vexed  questions  at  Banning  that  I 
had  been  laboring  to  have  adjusted.  When  the  bill  arrived  with  in- 
structions, I  found  there  was  nearly  a  year's  work.  However,  I  con- 
cluded to  hold  on  to  the  work,  fearing  that  some  one  might  take  my 
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place,  should  I  resign,  who  would  fail  to  cany  out  the  benevolent  in- 
tent of  the  law.  When  the  other  members  of  the  commission,  Pro- 
fessor C.  C.  Painter  and  Judge  J.  B.  Moore  of  the  Superior  Court  of 
Michigan,  arrived,  we  began  the  work  assigned  us.  We  are  ex- 
pected to  select  reservations  for  all  the  various  bands  or  villages  of 
Indians,  which  selection,  when  approved  by  the  President  and  Secre- 
tary, will  be  patented  to  the  band  or  village,  and  made  inalienable  for 
twenty-five  years.  When,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Secretary,  the 
Indians  of  any  band  are  capable  of  managing  their  lands  in  severalty, 
the  land  previously  patented  to  the  band  will  be  divided,  and  indi- 
vidual patents  issued,  inalienable  as  before.  Judge  Moore  and  I,  in 
company  with  Mr.  Lewis,  the  law  adviser  of  the  Mission  Indians, 
took  an  extensive  tour  through  Southern  California,  visiting  the 
greater  part  of  the  villages  of  Indians,  holding  councils  with  them, 
inquiring  into  their  needs,  learning  about  intruders,  ascertaining  the 
amount  of  valuable  land  occupied  by  Indians,  ascertaining  the  boun- 
daries of  land,  etc.  The  Indians  are  deeply  interested  in  our  work. 
They,  as  a  rule,  want  more  land  than  can  possibly  be  obtained  for 
them  at  this  late  day,  when  nearly  all  good  land  is  secured  to  whites ; 
and  their  desires,  as  is  natural,  outrur^  their  actual  needs.  The 
story  of  their  expulsion  from  their  homes,  and  the  numerous  wrongs 
inflicted  upon  them,  was  very  touching.  We  hope  by  the  ist  of  Feb- 
ruary to  finish  the  principal  part  of  our  work.  It  is  impossible  to 
please  all  the  Indians,  as  they,  as  a  rule,  want  more  land  than  they  can 
use  profitably.  We  shall  endeavor  to  secure  a  home  for  all,  trying 
not  to  pauperize  them,  but  giving  them  a  chance  to  go  to  work  and 
earn  their  living  under  the  protection  of  law,  hoping  they  may  in 
time  become  valuable  citizens  of  the  State. 

Miss  Kate  Foote  was  then  asked  to  speak  on  the  same  subject. 

Miss  Foote.  —  The  first  teaching  that  the  Indian  needs  is  that  he 
has  got  to  work  and  earn  his  own  living ;  and  the  white  man  has  got 
to  learn  that  he  must  respect  the  rights  of  the  Indian.  The  people 
of  California  look  upon  all  persons  who  insist  that  the  Indian  has 
rights  as  Eastern  sentimentalists.  You  have  heard  from  what  Mr. 
Smiley  has  said  that  he  does  not  take  the  sentimental  view  with  the 
Indian,  nor  with  the  white  man,  either. 

Mrs.  A.  S.  QuiNTON. —  I  have  just  visited  the  Mission  Indians,  and 
should  like  to  speak  of  what  I  saw  if  there  were  time.  I  first  went  to 
the  government  school  at  Coahuilla,  where  Mrs.  Salsberry  is  teacher, 
and  saw  there,  as  in  other  schools,  a  clear  solution  of  the  educational 
Indian  question.  The  teachers  were  competent,  earnest,  and  Chris- 
tian, and  were  doing  their  work  in  a  true  missionary  spirit.  And 
they  were  not  only  teachers,  friends,  and  advisers  of  the  pupils,  but 
of  the  people  as  well,  having  special  influence  and  success  in  tem- 
perance work.  There  had  been  a  great  change  in  this  matter  at 
Coahuilla ;  for,  though  a  feast  had  been  in  progress  for  some  days, 
there  had  been  little  drinking,  and  the  Indians  were  quiet,  and  glad 
to  see  new  friends,  and  seemed  eager  to  hear  of  new  work  and  new 
ideas.  They  were  deeply  interested  in  the  new  commission,  and 
seemed  to  feel  that  they  should  really  get  their  lands.     They  had  too 
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large  ideas  of  the  amount  needed,  though  one  cannot  reasonably 
sympathize  with  the  gentleman  who  thought  five  acres  enough  for 
any  Indian  family.  If  an  alfalfa  patch  for  keeping  a  pony  and  a 
cow,  a  garden,  orchard,  and  enough  to  earn  a  suit  of  clothing  and  a 
little  pin-money,  to  say  nothing  of  bread,  are  granted,  five  acres  will 
not  suffice.  We  visited  the  homes  and  saw  the  people  in  them,  and 
found  them  more  civilized  and  comfortable  than  we  had  expected ; 
while  the  maps  and  drawings  of  the  children  showed  good  work  and 
ambitions.  The  captain  of  the  village  was  a  man  of  pleasant  face, 
and  seemed  to  have  aspirations  for  himself  and  for  his  people.  The 
houses  were  of  adobe,  some  in  a  tumble-down  state.  A  great  deal 
of  moral  instruction  is  needed.  There  is  mu6h  gambling  among 
them.  This  vice  is  hard  to  eradicate,  and  especially  so  from  the  fact 
that  many  whites  among  them  are  given  to  it.  Mrs.  Salsberry  is 
doing  all  that  she  can  for  the  people ;  and  a  new  industrial  teacher 
has  now  been  appointed,  who  is  doing  good  work  among  the  women 
and  girls.  We  visited  Agua  Caliente  and  its  hot  sulphur  springs,  and 
saw  that  these  are  coveted  by  white  men.  Some  of  these  would 
gladly*  open  a  sanitarium  there,  and  have  tried  to  get  possession  of 
the  land.  A  hospital  for  tlfe  Indians  should  be  built  at  that  point, 
though  it  need  not  be  an  expensive  building.  These  Indians  would 
use  a  hospital,  and  there  is  kind  feeling  between  them  and  the  teach- 
ers and  our  own  workers  among  the  Mission  Indians.  We  attended 
one  of  their  councils,  and  heard  them  discuss  the  land  question,  and 
the  case  of  white  intruders  among  them,  very  intelligently.  They 
did  not  look  savage  nor  speak  like  savages,  but  were  calm,  and,  as 
our  Chairman  prefers,  gave  facts  and  let  others  draw  the  conclusions. 
The  Indian  women  gladly  heard  of  our  work  and  asked  questions, 
and  with  emphasis  asked  for  another  interview,  which  was  promised 
them.  There  is  here  an  excellent  opening  for  the  work  of  a  govern- 
ment field  matron,  who  could  have  a  motherly  eye  over  the  region,  and 
supplement  in  many  ways  the  work  that  is  going  on  for  Indian  help. 
Among  others  we  saw  a  woman  more  than  a  hundred  years  old ;  and 
the  pathetic  interview  impressed  us  greatly  with  the  need  of  a  home 
where  the  old,  who  have  no  surviving  kindred,  may  find  shelter,  food, 
and  care.  The  civilization  of  the  Indians  has  not  yet  reached  the 
point  of  providing  for  these.  There  was  a  closing  festival  at  this 
school,  a  most  interesting  occasion,  and  one  provided  for  by  the 
teacher,  Mrs.  Babbitt.  One  could  see  the  discouragements  of  the 
work,  and  also  that  the  teacher  is,  and  must  be,  its  Christian  heroine. 
We  visited  Pechanga,  and  met  the  teacher  of  the  Temeculas  in  the 
holiday  of  the  school,  in  the  pretty  canon  a  mile  or  two  beyond. 
The  picnic  was  in  progress,  though  its  feast  was  over,  when  word 
came  that  the  new  school-house  which  they  had  occupied  through  the 
year  was  burned  to  the  ground.  It  was  also  the  home  of  the  teacher, 
Mrs.  Piatt  j  and  her  furniture,  supplies,  books,  pictures,  and  all  the 
little  treasures  which  a  woman's  heart  loves  to  gather  were  destroyed, 
leaving  her  not  even  a  change  of  raiment.  Yet  she  led  the  festival 
to  its  close,  and  was  the  smiling  central  figure  in  its  photograph,  and 
bravely  kept  her  composure  till,  running  over  the  list  of  losses,  she 
said,  "I  shall  never  see  the  pictures  of  ^y  husband  and  children 
again."     Then  a  little  sob  escaped.     But  she  soon  rallied,  and  bore 
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herself  as  though  no  disaster  had  befallen  her.  It  was  feared  that  this 
loss  would  close  the  school,  but  Agent  Rust  assured  all  that  it  would 
be  continued.  It  was  a  privilege,  indeed,  to  promise  effort  for  restor- 
ing some,  at  least,  of  the  clothing  burned,  and  to  remind  the  teacher 
that  she  and  her  work  had  many  friends. 

Other  schools  were  visited,  and  at  Rincon,  La  Jolla,  Saboba,  and 
Potraro  good  work  has  been  done  in  the  government  schools.  The 
trip  of  seven  and  a  half  months,  from  Florida  to  California,  Wash- 
ington, and  Colorado,  gave  the  pleasure  of  organizing  thirty  new 
societies  and  bands  of  helpers  for  our  association, —  thirteen  of  these 
were  in  California, —  besides  opening  the  way  for  several  new  mis- 
sions and  beginning* work  for  and  in  three  new  stations.  Scores  of 
public  meetings  wertf  addressed,  and  much  interest  in  our  work  was 
expressed  and  large  aid  was  pledged  for  it. 

President  Gates. —  When  our  ancestors,  the  Teutonic  savages, 
held  their  councils,  they  used  to  call  in  the  wise  women  for  sugges- 
tions, and  then,  after  they  had  heard  the  words  of  the  wise  women, 
they  appropriated  their  wise  plans,  and  forthwith  announced  what 
they,  as  men,  were  going  to  do.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  we  can 
get  some  good  suggestions  in  that  way.  I  do  not  believe  this 
suggestion  about  a  hospital  at  Agua  Calientes  is  going  to  be  dropped. 
Is  there  not  some  one  here  who  will  see  that  such  a  much-needed 
and  inexpensive  hospital  is  established  ? 

Rev.  J.  J.  Gravatt,  of  Hampton,  was  the  next  speaker.  The  follow- 
ing is  an  abstract  of  his  remarks  :  — 

Mr.  Gravatt. —  I  am  here  on  account  of  my  interest  in  the  Indian 
cause.  The  oldest  church  now  in  use  In  this  country  is  at  Hampton. 
The  first  Indian  child  baptized  in  this  country  was  baptized  in  that 
parish.  After  all  these  years,  after  all-  the  Indians  have  been  driven 
away,  they  are  now  being  brought  back  to  learn  Christian  civilization 
there.  Fourteen  years  ago,  when  word  came  to  Hampton  that  Indians 
were  to  be  received  there,  I  was  asked  to  take  part  in  that  mission, 
and  what  I  have  done  in  connection  with  it  has  been  one  of  the 
sweetest  parts  of  my  pastoral  work.  In  public  I  instruct  them,  and 
tell  them  to  come  to  me  if  they  want  to  become  communicants  in  the 
church  and  surrender  themselves  to  Christian  life.  They  come  of 
their  own  accord.  I  do  not  have  to  urge  upon  them  the  claim  of 
Christian  living.  Some  of  the  most  touching  experiences  have  come 
to  me  from  these  boys  and  girls  who  have  come  to  me  to  seek  the 
truth.  There  are  at  Hampton  now  one  hundred  and  forty  Indians. 
We  are  trying  to  teach  hand  and  heart  as  well  as  the  head  there. 
We  are  working  on  the  line  that  Mr.  Meserve  has  marked  out.  In 
summer  some  of  the  boys  go  to  Massachusetts  for  work.  Several 
graduates  are  getting  large  pay  as  assistants  in  important  positions 
in  Boston,  having  learned  their  trades  at  Hampton  ;  and  at  the  agen- 
cies in  the  West  there  are  those  who  have  gone  out  and  are  doing 
good  work.  Within  the  last  fourteen  years  I  have  made  several 
visits  to  the  West  to  bring  pupils  East.  I  find  the  majority  of 
those  in  the  field  who  have  been  with  us  are  doing  very  well.     As 
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compared  with  the  graduates  of  other  schools,  I  think  the  balance  is 
on  the  side  of  the  Indian. 

Something  has  been  said  about  the  trouble  in  Dakota.  The  only 
young  man  who  was  engaged  in  that  trouble,  who  had  been  in  the 
Eastern  schools,  was  a  youth  who  had  spent  a  few  weeks  at  Hamp- 
ton. He  had  married  Sitting  Bull's  daughter,  and  went  with  him 
into  the  trouble.  One  of  the  best  records  of  modem  times  was  the 
behavior  of  the  Christian  Indians  during  that  trouble.  The  work  at 
the  West  and  the  work  at  the  East  are  one.  We  get  a  better  class 
than  ever  before  for  the  Eastern  schools.  They  have  been  at  school 
before,  either  at  the  day  schools  or  the  boarding  schools  of  the  West. 
The  teachers  and  missionaries  are  in  hearty  sympathy  with  the  work 
done  here,  and  are  sending  those  to  us  who  can  take  a  better  and 
higher  training  than  can  be  given  there.  I  want  to  bear  testimony  to 
the  hard,  earnest  work  done  by  the  missionaries  on  the  different  res- 
ervations. If  it  were  not  for  what  they  accomplish,  we  could  not  do 
our  work  as  well  as  we  do.  As  to  health,  for  two  years  we  have 
not  had  a  death  at  Hampton  among  the  Indians.  I  do  not  believe 
you  could  find  one  hundred  and  forty  pupils  in  the  West  on  any 
reservation  where  there  had  not  been  one  death  in  two  years.  We 
passed  through  the  epidemic  of  the  grip  with  no  death  and  no  serious 
results.  We  look  forward  to  far  better  and  higher  results  than  we 
have  yet  attained. 

Mr.  Herbert  Welsh,  a  Sioux  Indian  of  the  Hampton  School,  was 
invited  to  speak.     The  following  is  an  abstract  of  his  remarks :  — 

Mr.  Welsh. —  Once  there  was  a  boy,  not  quite  ten  years  old,  who 
use  to  like  to  ride  ponies,  to  go  hunting,  and  to  run  with  the  dogs. 
When  he  was  fifteen  years  old,  he  went  to  a  school  for  one  year. 
Then  for  six  years  he  was  doing  nothing.  On  the  seventh  year  he 
went  to  school  again.  When  he  gets  through  his  schooling,  he  wants 
to  go  back  and  help  his  people  in  any  way  he  can.  Who  is  this  boy  ? 
Here  he  is  standing  before  you.  I  want  to  say  something  about  the 
work  that  is  carried  on  at  Hampton  by  General  Armstrong  and  the 
good  women.  They  believe  and  trust  in  God,  and  that  is  the  reason 
they  like  to  do  the  work  they  are  doing.  Their  school  is  improving 
all  the  time,  and  I  think  everybody  ought  to  try  to  make  it  better.  I 
will  tell  you  what  I  think  about  the  future.  If  I  go  home,  I  shall  tell 
people  what  a  good  thing  it  is  to  go  to  school  and  learn.  I  think  they 
can  make  good  and  useful  men  out  of  those  Indians  who  are  growing 
up.  It  is  now  over  two  hundred  and  eighty-four  years  since  you  white 
people  came  across  the  ocean  to  this  continent.  You  found  these 
poor,  ignorant  people  here.  Some  of  the  first  white  settlers  tried  to 
help  the  Indians.  Those  who  did  good  to  the  Indians  were  success- 
ful in  all  their  doings.  We  are  thankful  to  all  people  who  have  helped 
us.  Some  of  my  people  are  trying  to  climb  the  ladder  of  civilization 
and  Christianity ;  but,  as  you  all  know,  that  is  extremely  difficult.  I 
belong  to  the  Sioux  tribe.  Standing  Rock  Agency,  North  Dakota.  It 
is  five  years  since  I  became  a  Christian.  I  went  to  the  school  at 
Yankton  under  the  charge  of  Bishop  Hare,  but  it  is  only  three  years 
since  I  began  to  learn  the  English  language.  I  want  to  be  a  mission- 
ary among  my  people. 
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President  Gates. —  The  interest  of  the  Conference  will  not  be  less 
in  this  young  man  if  you  understand  that  he  is  the  son  of  Little  Foot, 
and  that  Sitting  Bull  was  his  uncle.    You  see  the  new  spirit  that  has 

come  in. 

#• 
Lieutenant  W.  W.  Wotherspoon  was  asked  to  speak  of  the  Apaches 
in  his  care. 


THE   APACHE   PRISONERS   OF   WAR. 

BY    LIEUT.    W.    W.    WOTHERSPOON. 

You  have  heard  much  this  morning  about  good  Indians.  I  can 
only  speak  of  the  bad  ones.  I  am  in  charge  of  Geronimo's  band  of 
Apaches.  This  band  for  years  kept  the  southern  border  of  Arizona 
and  New  Mexico  in  a  frenzy  of  fright.  The  very  name  of  Geronimo 
was  feared.  After  years  and  years  of  campaigning  and  hunting  over 
the  mountains,  these  people  were  surrendered  to  General  Miles. 
They  were  carried  to  St.  Augustine,  Fla.  Some  were  sent  to  Fort 
Pickens.  Here  they  were  left  in  the  casemates  until  their  health  was 
destroyed,  and  many  were  dying  of  nostalgia  and  consumption.  The 
seeds  of  the  latter  disease  had  probably  been  planted  right  at  that 
sanitarium.  Later  they  were  moved  to  Mount  Vernon  Barracks  in 
Alabama.  This  post  had  been  long  used  as  a  health  resort  for  the 
United  States  troops  stationed  along  the  Gulf  Coast  in  years  of  yellow 
fever  epidemics ;  but  they  made  little  progress  towards  civilization. 

I  was  sent  for  by  the  Secretary  of  War  in  May,  1890,  and  asked  if 
I  would  take  charge  of  these  people.  He  said  a  number  of  methods 
had  been  tried,  but  with  no  great  success.  He  now  wanted  to  try 
business  methods.  When  I  reached  Mount  Vernon  June,  1890, 1  found 
the  people  in  a  deplorable  state.  They  had  been  promised  this  and 
that,  and  had  lived  upon  the  hope  of  getting  away  until  their  hearts 
were  sick.  They  thought  at  one  time  that  they  were  to  go  to  the 
mountains  of  North  Carolina,  at  another  to  the  West,  and  again  to 
their  old  reservations.  I  knew  there  was  no  hope  of  any  such  change. 
I  therefore  stopped  all  council  talk,  conversation,  and  discussion  of 
this  subject,  and  told  them  their  business  in  life  was  to  work,  and 
work  like  white  men  ;  that,  when  they  worked,  they  would  get  some- 
thing for  it,  they  would  earn  money.  I  told  them  that  what  money 
they  earned  they  could  spend  as  they  wished, —  foolishly  if  they 
wanted  to,  wisely  if  they  followed  advice.  Many  of  them  were  hired 
out,  some  cutting  cord  wood,  others  working  on  roads  and  farms, 
some  cutting  saw-logs.  They  made  considerable  money ;  and,  though 
much  of  this  money  was  spent  foolishly,  the  change  was  very  marked. 
They  were  becoming  cheerful  and  bright.  During  the  summer  the 
death-rate  had  been  very  high.  They  had  been  dying  at  the  rate  of 
ten,  twelve,  and  fifteen  a  month.  They  had  had  no  surgeon  detailed 
for  their  special  care,  and  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  high 
death-rate  was  due  in  some  measure  to  the  general  despondency  and 
absence  of  this  special  care.     In  time  I  was  furnished  with  a  doctor. 
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Under  his  care  and  the  brighter  outlook  the  death-rate  soon  fell  to 
only  one  or  two  per  month ;  and  consumption,  which  had  been  making 
such  ravages, .has  almost  disappeared.  The  people  about  Mount  Ver- 
non said  it  was  useless  to  try  to  make  these  Indians  work ;  that  they 
might  have  the  endurance  to  go^pon  forays  and  expeditions,  but 
that  they  would  never  settle  down  to  hard  work.  However,  I  em- 
ployed them  in  cutting  wood  and  on  other  work.  They  made  houses 
and  learned  the  rudiments  of  carpentry.  At  first  I  had  to  use  such 
tools  as  we  could  borrow  or  make.  Later  I  bought  them  tools.  In 
the  use  of  these  they  soon  showed  considerable  skill.  This  summer 
they  have  completed  the  building  of  a  village  for  themselves,  consist- 
ing of  eighty  houses.  The  village  is  laid  off  in  regular  streets,  with  a 
plaza  in  the  centre.  The  houses  are  of  frame,  with  flooring,  shingled 
roofs,  etc.  Each  house  has  two  rooms,  a  chimney  with  an  open  fire- 
place in  one  room,  and  a  flue  for  a  cooking  stove  in  the  other.  All 
these  houses  they  have  built  entirely  themselves.  They  have  had  no 
other  assistance  than  that  of  a  foreman,  who  directed  them  in  the 
laying  out  of  the  sills  and  in  such  work  as  only  a  skilled  carpenter 
could  do.  Thus  they  have  learned  the  use  of  hammers,  adzes,  and 
feaws.  They  are  now  building  barracks  for  the  Indian  soldiers.  This 
building  is  224  feet  long  and  24  feet  wide.  They  are  building  this 
under  the  supervision  of  the  same  foreman.  Two  or  three  of  the  Ind- 
ians bedame  so  skilful  in  the  use  of  carpenter  tools  that  they  could 
earn  two  and  three  dollars  a  day.  They  were  hired  out  to  a  man  to 
work  with  white  and  Negro  carpenters,  but  the  whites  and  Negroes 
struck  because  they  would  not  work  with  the  Indians.  I  asked  this 
person  to  let  me  supply  the  places  of  the  strikers  with  Indians, —  that 
they  could  do  the  work.  He  consented,  and  the  Indians  completed 
the  work.  This  is  a  creditable  showing  for  people  who  were  not 
thought  capable  of  settling  down  to  hard  work. 

The  question  of  Indian  education  has  been  the  prominent  subject 
of  discussion  this  morning.  I  am  simply  a  soldier.  My  business  has 
been  in  campaigns  against  these  and  other  Indians  for  years.  I  have, 
however,  my  views  upon  the  subject.  I  am  convinced  that  there  is  a 
system  of  education  applicable  to  the  older  people  as  well  as  a  system 
for  the  young.  Such  a  system  must  precede  their  becoming  citizens 
or  useful  members  of  society.  The  training  of  the  mind,  as  applied 
to  the  children  and  young  people,  cannot  with  advantage  be  applied 
to  those  more  advanced  in  years.  To  them  is  left  only  the  training  of 
the  hand  with  such  mental  training  as  they  are  capable  of.  The  educa- 
tion of  the  more  mature  Indians  must  therefore  be  to  work, —  with  the 
tools  of  the  mechanic  if  he  can,  with  those  of  the  laborer  if  he  is  only 
so  far  capable.  Teach  them  that  labor  is  honorable,  and  that  there  is 
nothing  they  cannot  do.  I  have  laid  it  down  as  a  principle  with  my 
people  that  there  is  nothing  they  cannot  do,  and  have  found  it  to  their 
advantage.  Teach  them  thus,  and  you  will  raise  them  to  be  self- 
respecting  and  self-sustaining  men.  Eventually,  you  will  raise  and 
fit  them  to  be  the  citizens  that  we  must  make  them. . 

Some  reference  has  been  made  to  the  Indians  as  soldiers.  I  have 
the  honor  to  command  the  largest  Indian  company  in  the  United 
States  service.  There  are  seventy-eight  Indians  in  this  company. 
Four  of  them  are  non-commissioned   officers.     Two  of  these   non- 
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commissioned  officers  are  graduates  of  Carlisle,  having  been  under 
Captain  Pratt.  The  other  two  are  such  wild,  red-eyed  Apaches  as 
chased  the  United  States  cavalry  over  the  plains  a  few  years  ago. 
The  two  men  who  came  from  Carlisle  are  doing  splendid  work.  The 
two  wild  Apaches  are  as  noble  specimens  of  the  Indian  race  as  I  have 
ever  seen.  They  give  all  their  commands  in  English,  and  are  in  every 
way  catching  up  with  the  boys  from  Carlisle.  I  think  in  time  they 
will  be  as  good.  The  company  is  being  organized  into  five  groups, 
each  group  to  be  under  the  instruction  of  a  white  sergeant,  and  all  to 
be  under  the  supervision  of  another  officer  of  the  company  and  myself. 
A  large  percentage  of  the  men  have  learned  to  read  and  write.  Many 
can  now  sign  the  muster  rolls  as  well  as  the  majority  of  white  recruits. 
They  will  all  go  to  school  twice  each  week,  and  I  hope  will  eventually 
learn  to  read  and  write  and  keep  their  accounts.  I  think  the  Apache 
is  about  the  most  intelligent  of  our  Indians.  Geronimo,  that  great 
terror,  is  now  acting  as  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  Indian  village.  I 
debated  this  question  of  law  among  the  Indians  for  a  long  time  in 
my  own  mind.  I  had  taken  hold  of  this  work  totally  unprepared  for 
such  a  thing.  My  duty  had  been  to  serve  against  the  Indians  rather 
than  for  them ;  but,  the  more  I  thought  of  it,  the  more  I  was  convinced 
that  an  Indian  should  understand  something  about  the  laws  of  the 
country,  not  only  that  he  might  not  violate  them,  but  that  he  should 
understand  his  own  rights  under  those  laws.  After  a  great  deal  of 
care  I  decided  to  make  Geronimo  my  justice  of  the  peace,  and  I  find 
his  decisions  are  eminently  wise,  acute,  and  to  the  point.  He  has  an 
excellent  influence  over  the  other  Indians,  and  more  than  fulfils  my 
expectations.  I  may  say  that,  among  other  duties,  he  has  to  see  that 
the  old  ladies  keep  their  houses  clean. 

Question  by  a  Delegate. —  Can  any  of  these  enlisted  men  hope  to 
become  commissioned  officers  ? 

Lieut.  WoTHERSPOON. —  Yes,  any  enlisted  man  who  has  been  a 
non-commissioned  officer  for  a  certain  time  and  who  can  pass  the 
prescribed  examination. 

Among  other  things  I  wanted  to  teach  the  Indians  was  music.  I 
had  heard  that  an  Indian  could  not  become  a  bugler.  I  have  now 
two  young  buglers  who  are  among  the  best  buglers  in  the  army. 
They  sound  all  the  calls,  and  play  all  the  marches  and  quicksteps. 
After  the  Indian  soldier  has  cut  his  long  hair  and  is  well  dressed,  he 
is  a  very  fine-looking  person.  He  looks  much  more  respectable  than 
the  average  citizen  of  Alabama  in  our  parts,  and  is  really  as  intelligent. 

President  Gates. —  Are  you  a  Southern  man.  Lieutenant  Wother- 
spoon? 

Lieut.  WoTHERSPOON. —  Yes,  I  am.  I  was  speaking,  however,  of 
the  "Cageons"  (supposed  to  be  a  contraction  of  Arcadians),  who 
live  only  in  the  forests  of  Alabama,  Louisiana,  and  a  part  of  Georgia. 
I  think  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  system  of  enlisting  Indians  as 
soldiers  for  the  regular  army  will  be  a  most  beneficial  thing,  not  only 
to  the  United  States,  but  to  the  Indians  themselves ;  but,  to  make  it 
a  benefit  to  either,  the  Indian  must  be  kept  away  from  bar-rooms 
and  canteens.  I  have  given  orders  that  under  no  circumstances  shall 
my  men  go  near  drinking  saloons  or  the  canteen  ;  and  I  have  not 
had  a  case  of  drunkenness  or  partial  intoxication,  neither  have  I  had 


Digitized  by 


Google 


32 

a  case  of  insubordination,  an  act  of  disobedience,  or  a  breach  of 
discipline  in  five  months.  My  men  are  handsome,  well  set  up, 
obedient,  and  perfectly  reliable  soldiers.  What !  you  may  ask,  do  you 
put  arms  into  the  hands  of  these  blood-thirsty  savages  ?  Yes,  they 
have  guns  and  they  have  cartridges,  and  no  evil  results  have  followed. 
It  has  been  said  that  the  enlistment  of  Indians  as  regular  soldiers  is 
not  a  success.  In  connection  with  this,  a  point  of  great  interest  to 
me  has  been  the  question  of  how  to  suppress  the  sale  of  liquor  to 
these  people.  I  have  said  that  I  believe  the  system  of  enlistment 
can  only  be  beneficial  when  the  Indian  is  kept  away  from  saloons 
and  canteens.  When  I  took  these  people  in  charge,  it  was  the  most 
common  thing  for  the  Indians  to  be  drunk  or  semi-drunk.  They 
would  injure  their  wives  and  beat  their  children  and  fight  with  each 
other.  They  were  not  worse  than  the  Negroes  or  whites,  but  just 
like  them  when  suffering  from  the  same  complaint.  I  undertook  to  . 
stop  this  sale  of  liquor,  and  came  North  to  look  into  the  law  and  to 
consult  with  Captain  Pratt.  I  found  there  was  a  law  that  would  help 
me.  The  law  says  that  any  man  who  sells  liquor  to  any  Indian  in 
the  Indian  country  shall  be  punished.  The  Supreme  Court  has  de- 
cided that  any  country  is  Indian  country  where  Indians  are  h«ld 
under  an  agent  or  superintendent  appointed  by  the  President,  hence 
I  am  an  agent  or  superintendent  and  the  Apaches  are  in  the  Indian 
country.  The  most  prominent  white  people  about  Mount  Vernon 
were  dealers  in  liquor.  I  warned  them  that  I  would  have  them 
arrested  if  they  did  not  cease  their  sales  to  Indians.  They  did  not 
pay  any  attention.  So  I  had  them  all  arrested,  brought  before  the 
United  States  grand  jury,  and  eventually  before  Judge  Tolman  in 
the  United  States  District  Court.  Every  point  of  law  was  in  my 
favor,  and  they  were  sent  to  prison  for  three  months  in  the  heat  of 
the  Alabama  summer,  at  an  expense,  with  fines  and  costs,  to  their 
purses  of  about  a  thousand  dollars  each.  They  assure  me  now  that 
they  are  reformed  men,  and  that  never  again  will  they  sell  whiskey  to 
Indians. 

There  is  another  point  about  the  law  and  the  Indian, —  about  the 
Indian  understanding  his  rights  under  the  law.  Two  months  ago 
thirty-eight  Indians  were  sent  to  me  from  Fort  Wingate,  N.M., 
as  prisoners  of  war.  The  newspapers  said  they  were  terrible  creat- 
ures, that  the  agents  could  not  manage  them,  etc.  They  came  to 
me,  and  a  more  mild-mannered  and  worse-dressed  lot  of  people  I 
never  saw.  After  a  few  days*  rest  they  were  put  to  work  cutting  logs 
to  build  themselves  houses.  One  day  I  asked  one  of  them  what  he 
had  been  sent  to  Mount  Vernon  for.  He  said  he  had  not  the  faint- 
est idea.  How  true  this  may  be  I*  do  not  know,  but  the  point  is  that 
he  claims  that  there  was  no  form  of  law  in  his  case.  He  was  not 
told  who  were  the  witnesses  against  him  nor  confronted  with  any 
witnesses.  He  claims  that  he  only  knows  that  he  was  taken  away 
from  his  home  and  people,  put  in  the  guard-house  at  Fort  Wingate, 
and  then  brought  to  Mount  Vernon.  This  may  have  been  a  military 
necessity, —  I  do  not  know;  but  is  it  right,  as  this  man  claims  was 
done  in  his  case,  to  try  any  man  in  this  country  without  giving  him  a 
hearing  ? 

I  suppose  you  all  know  that  the  status  of  the  Apaches  is  unique  in 
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our  country  at  this  time.  This  is  the  only  tribe  that  is  now  exclu- 
sively under  the  control  of  the  War  Department.  I  should  like  to 
bespeak  your  patience  that  that  department  may  carry  out  the 
schemes  it  hopes  to  follow. 

President  Gates. —  What  a  clear-cut  and  soldierly  presentation  of 
facts  that  was  1  Lieutenant  Wotherspoon  ought  never  to  be  allowed 
to  get  out  of  relations  with  the  Indians.  It  reminds  me  of  the  most 
stimulating  talk  I  ever  heard  on  the  Indians,  by  General  Milroy,  at 
the  first  Conference  I  ever  attended.  Just  as  he  got  that  splendid 
system  of  administration  of  law  for  Indians,  in  which  he  took  the 
chief  man  and  made  him  feel  the  responsibility  and  put  him  at  the 
head,  he  got  word  that  his  place  was  wanted  by  a  local  Senator  for 
a  friend,  and  he  was  put  out,  and  the  whole  thing  went  backward, 
and  slipped  away  until  there  is  nothing  left  but  a  tradition.  We 
must  have  civil  service  regulations  in  the  Indian  service. 

Mr.  A.  K.  Smiley. —  We  once  held  a  council  with  Geronimo,  and  I 
was  greatly  impressed  with  the  power  of  the  man.  Lieutenant  Brown 
told  me  that  he  is  the  ablest  man  he  ever  met,  of  any  color.  Gero- 
nimo had  charge  of  the  Sunday-school  down  there,  and  he  made 
a  good   Sunday-school  superintendent. 

Adjourned  at  i  p.m. 
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Second  ^teeum* 

Wednesday  Night,  October  7. 


The  Conference  was  called  to  order  at  eight  o'clock,  the  President 
in  the  chair.     The  report  of  the  Law  Committee  was  called  for. 

Mr.  Philip  C.  Garrett. —  I  can  hardly  say  that  I  am  prepared 
to  make  a  report  from  the  Law  Committee.  My  colleagues,  Professor 
Thayer  and  Mr.  Austin  Abbott,  have  not  agreed  upon  any  report.  I 
shall,  therefore,  only  introduce  the  subject  of  the  legal  status  of  the 
Indian,  that  it  may  be  discussed  by  those  who  shall  follow  me.  I 
wish,  however,  first  to  submit  extracts  from  letters  from  these  two 
gentlemen.  Professor  J.  B.  Thayer  writes  as  follows,  concerning  the 
substance  of  a  bill  which  they  propose  :  "  I  doubt  if  anything  can  be 
devised  which  is  much  simpler  and  will  cover  the  objective  ground. 
But  I  will  heartily  agree  to  referring  all  questions  of  that  sort  to  any 
proper  body.  What  we  want  is  something  that  will  accomplish  the 
object  named.     We  will  not  quarrel  with  anybody  about  the  details." 

Mr.  Austin  Abbott  writes:  "It  appears  to  me  that  we  should 
frame  three  bills, —  one  on  the  rights  of  Indians  as  citizens  and  the  law 
applicable  to  them,  one  on  the  local  Indian  courts,  leaving  the  clauses 
as  to  establishment  of  a  system  of  circuits  to  form  a  third  bill, —  and 
press  them  altogether.  This  is  a  general  indication  only,  for  I  have 
not  the  bill  with  me.  The  most  important  matter  of  all  is  the  subjec- 
tion to  legal  administration  of  the  Indian  funds,  and  consequent  regu- 
lation of  agencies ;  but  this  I  do  not  think  we  can  accomplish  with- 
out first  making  progress  with  the  others." 

Mr.  Garrett  then  read  the  following  paper :  — 


THE  LEGAL  STATUS  OF  THE  INDIAN. 

BY   PHILIP   C.   GARRETT. 

The  Law  Committee  have  not  been  together  as  a  committee  since 
the  last  Conference,  and  have  not,  as  a  committee,  come  to  any  new 
conclusions.  It  may  safely  be  said  that  a  majority  of  them,  if  not 
all  of  them,  are  as  fully  convinced  as  ever  of  the  need  of  legislative 
action  to  provide  law  and  courts  for  the  Indians  on  the  reservations. 

The  subject  hangs  fire,  in  the  absence  of  any  counter-proposition, 
free  from  the  alleged  objections  to  the  bill  drafted  by  Professor  Thayer, 
and  modified  by  your  committee,  as  then  constituted,  after  consulta- 
tion with  various  legal  authorities  and  with  the  Law  Committee  of  the 
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Indian  Rights  Association.  They  would  welcome  modification,  cur- 
tailment, elimination,  substitution,  anything  that  will  effect  the  pur- 
pose, even  if  it  comes  short  of  what  seems  to  them  to  be  needed. 
To  take  no  step,  because  Congress  does  not  see  the  way  to  take  a 
long  step,  is  not  the  only  alternative.  We  are  giving  the  Indians 
education,  they  are  becoming  more  and  more  civilized,  yet  are  left 
without  the  one  great  distinguishing  characteristic  of  civilized  com- 
munities, respect  and  obedience  to  law,  because  they  are  deprived  of 
the  law  to  respect  and  obey.  That  is  withheld  from  them.  Continual 
illustrations  arise  of  the  necessity  of  some  provision.  The  Commis- 
sioner urges  it,  in  his  report  just  published.  The  country  awaits  with 
growing  impatience  the  needed  legislation. 

It  seems  to  us  that  the  powers  of  Courts  of  Indian  Offences  might 
be  enlarged,  defined  by  law  and  the  courts  in  some  way  definitely 
legalized  by  Act  of  Congress,  not  simply  recognized  by  tacit  infer- 
ence from  appropriations  for  their  support;  that  the  duties  of  United 
States  courts  might  reasonably  be  extended  on  the  reservations, 
either  by  enabling  them  to  delegate  their  powers  in  certain  cases  to 
court  commissioners  or  providing  for  sessions  of  the  court  itself  at 
points  on  the  reservations ;  and,  finally,  that  appeals  to  the  Supreme 
Court  might  be  granted,  and  there  would  then  be  provision  for  ci\  il- 
ized  justice  to  the  Indians,  which  practically  there  is  not  now.  As 
for  details,  these  should  be  such  as  are  essential  to  justice  and  no 
more,  and  may  safely  be  left,  perhaps,  to  development  in  the  progres- 
sive stages  of  legislation.  But,  whatever  bill  is  enacted,  it  should  not 
be  a  crude  bill,  because,  even  if  its  operation  is  somewhat  temporary, 
it  is  to  last  during  a  transition  which  will  be  prolonged,  perhaps,  o\er 
fifty  years. 

We  submit  herewith  the  answers  received  to  the  five  questions  sent 
out  last  year.  They  are  too  voluminous  to  read  at  length.  Of  those 
tabulated,  fifty-two  in  number,  twenty-six  —  exactly  half  —  were  from 
Indian  agents,  and  the  remainder  from  teachers  and  others  in  the 
Indian  service,  with  very  few  exceptions.  There  are  five  answers  re- 
ceived since,  of  which  three  are  from  agents.  If  there  are  any  official 
prejudices  on  the  part  of  the  agents  in  favor  of  the  existing  order  or 
otherwise,  these  should  be  taken  into  the  account.  To  the  first  four 
questions  we  give  simply  the  affirmative  and  negative  replies  here,  and 
some  of  these  have  to  be  inferred  from  the  context.  From  six  respond- 
ents there  is  no  information,  and  from  others  none  on  some  points^ 
which  will  account  for  the  vacancies  in  the  number  of  the  answers  in 
these  cases.  To  the  first  question,  "  Is  there  practically  a  different  law 
for  the  Indian  from  that  for  the  white  man,  in  the  field  with  which  you 
are  familiar?"  ten  answer  Yes,  and  thirty-six  No.  Of  the  agents,  four 
answer  Yes,  and  twenty-four  No.  To  the  second  inquiry,  whether  the 
Court  of  Indian  Offences  affords  reasonably  convenient  and  fair  jus- 
tice to  the  Indian,  twenty-two  answer  Yes,  and  seven  No.  Of  the 
agents,  fifteen  answered  Yes,  and  two  No.  To  the  third  query, 
whether  the  distance  of  the  United  States  courts  from  any  consid- 
erable Indian  settlement  involves  a  denial  of  justice,  there  are  fifteen 
affirmative  and  twenty-four  negative  replies;  and  to  the  fourth, 
whether  Indians  having  land  in  severalty  have  adequate  remedy  in 
cases  of  trespass,  fourteen  affirmative  and  ten  negative.     It  will  be 
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observed  that  the  conclusions  of  the  agents  are  the  same  as  those  of 
the  other  classes  of  respondents  and  in  larger  majority.  The  an- 
swers are  not  so  unanimous  as  one  could  wish,  especially  to  the  last 
two,  which  are  perhaps  less  important  in  their  bearing  on  our  con- 
clusions than  the  first  two.  As  to  the  latter,  the  great  preponderance 
of  opinion  is  (i)  that,  practically,  there  is  not  a  different  law  for  the 
Indian  from  the  white  man's;  and  (2)  that  the  Courts  of  Indian 
Offences  afford  a  reasonably  good  chance  for  justice.  The  meaning 
of  answers  to  the  first  probably  is  that  the  Indian  has  as  good  or  as 
fair  treatment  at  the  hands  of  the  law  (such  law  as  there  is)  as  the 
white  race ;  for  the  respondents  are  not  most  of  them  very  accurate 
and  discriminating  in  these  matters,  if  we  may  judge  from  their  let- 
ters. 

If  so,  the  answer  to  the  first  question  is  tantamount  to  that  to  the 
second.  There  is,  then,  a  slender  basis,  at  least,  for  law  in  these  Ind- 
ian courts,  which  have  the  further  merit  of  educating  the  Indians  in 
the  rudiments  of  a  knowledge  of  courts  of  law,  as  conducted  in  civil- 
ized countries.  And  of  this  I  will  speak  again  after  referring  to  the 
answers  to  the  fifth  query,  "  What,  if  any,  further  provisions  of  law 
do  you  desire  to  suggest  as  necessary  to  secure  equal  justice  between 
Indians  and  between  whites  and  Indians  ? "  From  this  we  do  not 
derive  as  nutritious  a  crop  of  ideas  as  we  might  hope. 

One  suggests  "  alfalfa  seed  "  and  "  iron  fences,"  another  that  we 
"  civilize  the  white  man,"  another  "  education."  Eight  of  the  agents 
think  there  is  law  enough  ;  six  of  them  have  no  suggestion  to  make  ; 
one  says  there  are  no  changes  practicable.  Eleven  of  them,  however, 
and  ten  others  make  suggestions.  A  number  of  these,  like  the  three 
cited  above,  are  somewhat  irrelevant,  while  others  are  indicative  of 
legislation  which  might  prove  of  value.  One  sums  his  suggestions  up 
in  the  proposition  that  we  should  make  citizens  of  them ;  a  second, 
that  the  whole  reservation  system  and  the  Indian  Department  should 
be  abolished  ;  a  third,  that  they  should  be  given  the  same  law  as  the 
whites ;  a  fourth,  that  the  Dawes  bill  should  be  so  amended  as  to 
allow  Indians  to  sell  timber  on  lands  patented  to  them ;  a  fifth,  that 
there  should  be  some  provision  for  divorce  between  Indians,  fixing 
the  grounds  for  it.  Then  one  thinks  there  should  be  no  change  till 
the  Indians  know  more,  but  that  capital  offences  should  be  turned 
over  to  the  sheriff  to  be  tried  in  the  district  court  of  the  county 
where  the  reservation  is.  Another  proposes  a  United  States  Magis- 
trates* Court,  sitting  every  three  months.  And  other  propositions 
are  that  the  law  should  compel  trials  for  murder  to  be  held  within  a 
given  time  (which  would  perhaps  be  a  good  thing  everywhere) ;  that 
cases  should  be  tried  regardless  of  the  cost  to  the  government ;  that 
the  government,  and  not  counties,  should  pay  all  the  expenses  of  trial ; 
that  penalties  provided  for  Indians  should  be  the  same  as  the  State 
law  provides  for  whites  :  that  Indians  should  enjoy  all  the  rights  of 
white  men ;  that  they  should  be  naturalized  and  made  citizens  ;  that 
they  should  be  put  under  the  white  man's  law,  except  as  to  land ;  that 
Indians  should  be  made  competent  witnesses ;  that  all  tribal  laws 
should  be  abolished ;  that  the  government  should  pay  the  cost  of 
trial  of  all  who  commit  crimes  against  Indians ;  that  the  respondent 
has  found  the  appointment  of  a  United  States  deputy  marshal  and  a 
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United  States  commissioner  at  points  near  the  settlements  beneficial ; 
that  United  States  Commissioners  should  be  given  the  jurisdiction  of 
a  justice  of  the  peace  ;  that  the  powers  of  the  Courts  of  Indian  Of- 
fences should  be  better  defined  by  law ;  to  establish  courts  of  justices 
of  the  peace  to  try  minor  oflFences ;  that  the  Courts  of  Indian  Offences 
should  be  recognized  as  courts  of  justices  of  the  peace,  and  that  the 
Indians  be  given  special  United  States  attorneys  to  defend  them. 
Here  is  abundance  of  suggestion,  much  of  it  raw  and  made  by  those 
who  know  little  of  law  themselves,  some  of  it  of  local  application  and 
from  interested  motives,  but  conveying  the  impression  that  many 
workers  in  the  field  are  sensible,  no  less  than  those  who  view  the  sub- 
ject from  a  distance,  and  even  from  theoretical  standpoints,  of  a  cry- 
ing need  for  some  means  of  obtaining  justice  on  the  reservations, 
more  searching  and  effectual  than  the  present  exiguous  provisions.  I 
am  not  prepared  to  advocate,  either  for  myself  or  on  behalf  of  the 
Law  Committee,  legislation  to  remedy  all  the  defects  that  may  exist 
among  the  Indians,  any  more  than  all  those  that  exist  in  the  rest  of 
the  country.  The  question  put  in  the  Red  Man  recently,  "Who  are 
the  savages  ? "  is,  perhaps,  pertinent  in  this  particular.  Is  it  the  com- 
paratively orderly  community  among  which  lady  missionaries  and 
teachers  live  in  peace  and  safety  ?  or  is  it  the  white  men  who  flay  Ne- 
groes alive,  hang  them  to  the  nearest  tree,  or  shoot  them  down  in 
swamps  without  even  knowing  that  their  victim  is  the  guilty  party  ? 
There  are  terrible  evils  elsewhere  than  among  the  Indians  that  need 
legislation.  But  that  is  no  reason  why  we  should  not  legislate  courts 
for  the  Indians  at  once.  The  committee,  then,  think  that  what  is 
known  as  the  Thayer  Bill  practically  represents  what  is  needed.  If 
the  eminent  legislators  who  have  considered  it  see  insurmountable 
practical  objections  to  it  in  its  present  form,  my  own  opinion  is  that 
the  defects  should  be  remedied  and  the  draft  modified.  Why  not 
first  pass  a  law,  and  that  immediately,  declaring  the  Indians  entitled 
to  all  the  protections,  privileges,  and  immunities  of  law  provided  for 
other  residents  not  citizens  of  the  United  States  ?  That  much  they 
are  surely  entitled  to,  nor  do  I  find  any  authorities  who  regard  such  a 
step  as  impracticable  or  unconstitutional. 

Then  let  the  Courts  of  Indian  Offences  be  improved,  as  educators 
of  the  Indian,  if  nothing  more.  But  they  are  worth  more.  We  have 
heard  the  testimony  of  Lieutenant  Wotherspoon  to  the  merits  of  Gero- 
nimo  as  a  justice  of  the  peace.  The  Commissioner's  reports  bear 
further  evidence.  In  his  report  for  1890  he  uses  this  language :  "  The 
services  rendered  by  the  court  are  of  such  value  in  promoting  good 
order  and  good  morals  in  the  community,  as  well  as  in  familiarizing 
Indians  with  the  customs,  practices,  and  ideas  which  they  will  here- 
after meet  in  white  communities,  that  courts  ought  to  be  established 
for  nearly  every  agency."  Why  not,  then,  enlarge  their  powers,  in- 
crease the  compensation  of  the  judges,  provide  for  their  instruction  in 
the  law,  and  add  to  the  list  of  offences  over  which  they  are  now  given 
jurisdiction  ? 

The  further  provisions  for  giving  the  Indians  law  I  will  leave  to 
be  discussed  by  the  able  lawyer  who  is  to  follow  me.  I  would  sug- 
gest, however,  that  the  former  draft  be  submitted  to  Justice  Strong 
for  his  suggestion  of  such  modifications  as  may  make  it  acceptable  to 
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the  Senate,  or  that  a  new  draft  be  made  by  some  member  of  the 
Senate  Committee,  accomplishing  the  purpose  sought,  if  it  can  be 
done,  by  a  simple  process  or  in  a  shorter  bill. 

If  Senator  Dawes  were  not  here  to  speak  for  himself,  I  would  refer 
more  at  length  to  legislation  suggested  by  him,  modifying  the  policy 
hitherto  pursued  towards  the  Indians,  allowing,  for  instance,  the  leasing 
of  part  of  the  Indians'  land  to  white  men,  who  shall,  in  part  compen- 
sation, break  up  the  Indians*  land  contiguous  to  their  leased  land ; 
also  allowing  Dakotas,  to  whom  grazing  lands  have  been  allotted,  to 
exchange  them  for  farming  lands  on  the  public  domain.  But  the 
Senator  is  here  to  speak  for  himself. 

After  all,  is  there  not  deeper  cutting  necessary  before  these  scat- 
tered remnants  of  a  former  sovereignty  attain  their  full  manhood  ? 
Legislation  is  approaching  it.  The  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court 
are  nearing  it.  Mr.  Hornblower,  in  his  recent  interesting  address  be- 
fore the  Bar  Association,  says,  "In  U.  S.  v,  Kagama,  ii8  U.  S.  475, 
it  was  held  that,  while  the  government  of  the  United  States  has  recog- 
nized in  the  Indian  tribes  heretofore  a  state  of  semi-independence 
and  pupilage,  it  has  the  right,  instead  of  controlling  them  by  treaties, 
to  govern  them  by  Acts  of  Congress,  because  they  are  within  the 
geographical  limits  of  the  United  States,  and  are  necessarily  subject 
to  the  laws,"  etc.  And  again  :  "  The  court  has  even  gone  so  far  as 
to  hold  that  Congress  can  provide  for  naturalizing  any  of  the 
Indians."  And  :  "  The  right  of  Congress  to  regulate  the  legal  status 
of  the  Indian  having  been  thus  so  fully  and  clearly  enunciated  by 
the  court  of  last  resort,  the  question  is  pertinent  whether  the  time 
has  not  arrived  for  Congress  to  take  such  steps  as  will  put  an  end,  at 
once  and  forever,  to  any  such  rights  of  independence  or  quasi-m^t- 
pendence  as  will  justify  any  tribe,  or  so-called  nation,  in  levying  war 
against  the  United  States."  That  is,  to  put  an  end  to  the  tribes,  at 
once  and  forever,  as  one  may  freely  construe  it,  and  declare  that 
henceforth  all  Indians  are  simply  residents  of  the  United  States,  and 
must  obey  the  laws,  or  be  subject  to  the  penalties,  like  all  other 
residents.  Do  the  treaties  stand  in  the  way, —  the  old  existing  treaties, 
which  provide  that  certain  sums  are  to  be  paid  to  the  tribe  forever  ? 
But  what  would  happen  if  the  tribe,  through  the  delay  of  wise  legis- 
lation, became  extinct  ?  Forever  would  then  come  to  a  sudden  end 
for  them.  Suppose  a  man  left  a  thousand  dollars  to  his  favorite 
horse,  to  be  paid  to  him  annually  forever.  Would  his  executor  be 
abused  for  violation  of  his  trust  for  stopping  his  payment  when  the 
horse  died  ?  But  capitalize  your  annuities,  and  then  you  do  the 
Indians  some  justice,  while  you  comply  with  the  terms  of  your  bond. 
Then  you  give  them  the  benefit  of  the  treaty,  truly :  whereas,  if  the 
tribe  died,  it  would  cease  to  bind  the  United  States,  and  the  Indians 
would  forever  lose  the  benefit.  When  the  white  man  first  set  foot 
upon  this  soil,  it  was  natural  to  recognize  the  nations  which  occupied 
it  as  nations  de facto.  That  day  has  long  since  passed,  and  civiliza- 
tion spread  from  sea  to  sea.  Civilization  is  better  than  barbarism  \ 
and  we  offer  it,  on  equal  terms,  to  our  brother,  the  red  man,  who 
then  becomes  again  once  more  the  possessor  of  the  soil,  being  joint 
owner  with  us  from  Passamaquoddy  Bay  to  the  Pacific  and  the  Gulf. 
Let  us  entreat  him  to  come  back  to  his  own. 
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At  the  close  of  his  paper  Mr.  Garrett  stated  that  Mr.  F.  J.  Stimson, 
who  had  been  mainly  instrumental  in  drafting  the  Thayer  bill,  had 
come  from  Boston,  to  present  a  paper  on  that  subject.  Mr.  Stimson 
then  read  the  following  paper  :  — 


LAW   FOR   THE   INDIAN. 

BY  F.  J.  STIMSON. 

Law  seems  to  many  a  barren  subject:  it  is  as  the  dry  bones  of 
^  civilized  life, —  lacking  in  human  interest,  though  the  framework  of 
all  society.  We  are  apt,  with  all  our  interest  in  the  flesh  and  blood, 
in  the  beauty,  intelligence,  goodness,  of  Ae  result,  in  our  care  for 
the  personality,  to  forget  the  skeleton  on  which  the  body  politic,  as 
well  as  the  body  personal,  must  depend.  But  without  these  "  dry 
bones"  no  body  can  grow  straight  or  strong.  Now,  the  Indian 
body  politic  yet  has  no  such  skeleton, — no  framework ;  and  we 
lawyers  feel  that  before  you  get  his  limbs  strong  or  his  brain  active, 
or  give  his  body  and  brain  the  civic  duties  of  a  man, —  before  you 
fill  him  out  to  citizenship, —  you  must  have  his  spine  straight. 

You  know  how,  briefly,  his  present  condition  in  this  respect  may 
be  stated, —  that,  as  a  general  principle,  he  has  no  law,  nor  courts, 
nor  even  recognition  as  a  human  being.  The  courts  tell  us  on  the 
one  hand  :  — 

"The  Indians  do  not  constitute  a  foreign  state,  so  as  to  claim  the 
right  to  sue  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  ;  and  yet,  in 
the  management  of  their  internal  concerns,  they  are  dependent  on  no 
power.  They  punish  offences  under  their  own  laws,  and  in  so  doing 
they  are  responsible  to  no  earthly  tribunal."  They  make  war,  and 
are  not  punished :  they  may  (now)  acquire  property,  and  are  not 
protected  in  it ;  yet  they  are  still  termed  "  wards  of  the  nation." 
Like  all  wards,  they  may  pot  make  contracts ;  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  we  are  rapidly  pressing  upon  these  wards  their  inheritance, — 
pressing  it  upon  them  without  training  in  the  duties  or  knowledge 
of  the  rights  of  citizenship,  or  the  skill  and  habit  of  protecting  their 
inheritance  when  they  have  got  it ;  without  giving  them  any  courts  — 
the  civilized  instruments  of  such  protection  —  if  they  had  the  neces- 
sary knowledge.  Now,  it  is  true  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion  as 
to  the  legal  rights  of  the  Indian  when  we  give  him  this  inheritance ; 
but,  in  all  earnestness,  I  do  not  know  which  view  is  the  worse  for  this 
unfortunate  "  heir."  By  the  one  view, —  which,  I  am  bound  to  say,  is 
held  by  most  lawyers, —  the  Indian,  as  he  gets  his  i6o  acres  of  land, 
is  living  on  a  kind  of  Tom  Tiddler's  ground, —  in  a  place  which  is  not 
yet  a  civil  state,  but  has  ceased  to  belong  to  the  reservation ;  with 
neither  municipal  law  nor  courts.  By  the  other  view,  he  has  suddenly 
chapged  his  sovereignty  to  a  remote  State  government,  which  has  not 
given,  and  will  not  give,  him  its  courts  and  laws,  though  in  theory 
entitled  to  them.  This  latter,  I  believe,  is  the  view  entertained  by 
the  Indian  Bureau.     But  you  will  note  two   things;  first,  that  no 
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amount  of  opinion  or  custom  in  an  executive  branch  of  government 
will  of  course  stand  against  the  first  word  of  a  decision  of  a  United 
States  court;  second,  that  the  very  fact  of  this  difference  of  view 
shows  in  what  a  fundamental  state  of  wretched  confusion  and  uncer- 
tainty this  basic  question  of  Indian  civilization  remains,  and  we  are 
suffering  it  still  to  remain,  by  non-action  on  these  points  of  law  and 
courts. 

And,  if  the  second  view  be  the  correct  one,  the  last  state  of  our 
Indian  is  worse  than  his  first.  For  we  are  informed  that  the  States 
usually  deny  their  courts  to  the  Indians.  As  he  pays  no  taxes,  they 
will  not  give  him  even  their  justice.  He  cannot  enforce  witnesses  to 
attend,  nor  pay  for  civic  process,  nor  get  fair  juries.  And,  finally,  we 
know  too  well  that  the  people  of  the  States  or  Territories  surrounding 
the  reservation  have  commonly  been  the  Indian's  worst  friends,  most 
unfair  judges,  and  most  corrupt  masters. 

Furthermore,  remember^we  have  all  the  vast  majority  of  reserva- 
tions which  are  not  thrown  open,  and  have  no  law  nor  courts,  in 
either  view.  Now,  as  to  the  statement  so  often  made, —  that  the  reser- 
vation is  gone,  that  the  system  is  vanished,  and  therefore  we  need 
no  longer  send  our  **heir"  to  school,  for  he  has  already  got  his 
estate.  The  number  of  allotments  in  four  and  a  half  years,  under 
the  severalty  act,  has  been  12,752.  At  that  rate.  Professor  Thayer 
tells  me,  from  thirty  to  sixty  years  will  be  required  to  wind  up  the 
Indian  problem  and  make  the  last  "  ward  of  the  nation  "  a  citizen. 
Is  that  too  short  a  time  to  consider  ?  And,  if  it  were,  and  thirty 
years  hence  were  only  ten,  shall  we  not  try  in  those  ten  years  to  train 
the  ward  against  the  so  rapidly  approaching  time  of  his  majority? 
We  want  laws  and  courts,  not  only  to  protect  the  Indian  when  he  has 
become  a  citizen,  but  to  train  him  how  to  be  a  citizen. 

We  cannot  longer  postpone  this  question.  We  must  begin  to  train 
Indians  still  on  reservations  to  citizenship ;  and  we  must  provide 
protection  for  the  Indians  on  those  that  are  being  thrown  open. 
The  severalty  act  gave  the  Indian  his  heritage.  It  went  three-fourths 
of  the  way.  But  we  must  go  the  last  quarter,  too.  We  must  train 
him  for  it,  and  protect  him  in  it  when  he  has  got  it.  The  cry  for 
action  is  going  up  outside  this  conference,  all  over  the  land.  If 
Congress  does  not  act,  somebody  will,  and  may  do  it  wrongly.  The 
wrong  authorities  may  assume  jurisdiction  if  they  have  it  not.  I  read 
in  the  Boston  HercUd  of  September  28th  this  year  that  a  judge  in 
Oklahoma  has  just  taken  jurisdiction,  under  habeas  corpus,  of  an 
Indian  boy  placed  in  the  government  Indian  school,  and  ordered  him 
removed  from  the  school  and  restored  to  his  father.  I  read  from  the 
Herald:  — 

"  Judge  Greene  of  the  district  court  of  the  Territory  of  Oklahoma, 
in  his  opinion,  took  the  ground  that  the  right  of  a  parent  to  the 
custody  of  his  children  belonged  to  the  Indian  as  well  as  to  the 
white  man." 

"  Commissioner  Morgan  says  that  it  is  contrary  to  the  tendency 
of  all  recent  Indian  legislation,  inasmuch  as  it  fails  to  recognize  the 
true  status  of  an  Indian,  which  is  that  of  a  ward  of  the  nation.  .'  .  . 
He  believes  that  Congress  should  enact  a  law  explicitly  defining  the 
status  of  Indians,  and  will  make  a  recommendation  to  this  effect  in 
his  next  annual  report." 
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And  at  the  late  meeting  of  the  American  Bar  Association,  after  an 
earnest  and  unanimous  discussion,  it  was  resolved,  — 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  convention  that  the  United  States  should  furnish,  at 
the  earliest  possible  moment,  courts  and  a  system  of  law  for  the  Indians. 

And  Messrs.  H.  H.  Hitchcock  of  St.  Louis,  William  B.  Hornblower 
of  New  York,  and  Professor  James  B.  Thayer  of  Massachusetts 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  urge  the  matter  before  Congress  and 
the  President.  In  the  discussion  of  that  resolution  —  I  wish  I  had 
time  to  reproduce  all  that  was  said  —  lawyers  from  all  parts  of  the 
country,  representing  every  shade  of  opinion  as  to  the  Indian  ques- 
tion, in  general,  agreed  on  the  point  that  the  first  thing  necessary  to 
prepare  the  Indians  for  their  duties  as  landholders  and  citizens  was 
to  give  them  some  law  and  impartial  courts.  Mr.  Hornblower  read 
a  paper  on  "The  Legal  Status  of  the  Indian,"  in  which  he  said, 
"  Let  us  enact  laws  suitable  for  the  preseit  situation,  and  place  the 
legal  status  of  the  Indian  upon  a  rational  and  practical  basis." 

Mr.  Thayer  called  attention  to  that  decision  in  South  Dakota  which 
acquainted  the  Indians  with  their  exemption  from  punishment  in  kill- 
ing officers  of  the  United  States  army.  "  They  ought  to  be  disabused 
of  this  idea.  The  Indians  ought  to  be  protected  in  their  just  rights, 
however*  There  were  no  courts  in  the  reservations,  and  only  seven 
crimes  were  recognized  as  among  themselves.  It  was  now  clearly 
declared  that  the  United  States  has  full  power  of  government  over 
the  Indians,  whether  in  the  reservations  or  in  the  States.  The  conclu- 
sion of  Mr.  Hornblower  was  sound, —  that  the  United  States  establish 
a  system  of  law  and  of  courts  in  their  reservations.  The  Indians  had 
no  redress  but  war.     If  they  had  courts,  they  would  resort  to  them." 

John  B.  Sanborn,  of  Minnesota,  said,  if  the  government  would  estab- 
lish courts,  and  give  Indians  the  same  rights  in  them  as  white  men,  it 
would  go  far  toward  solving  the  Indian  question. 

Judge  Peabody,  of  New  York,  and  Alfred  Russell,  of  Michigan, 
spoke  in  favor  of  the  resolution.  D.  S.  Troy,  of  Alabama,  said  that  a 
few  Indians  still  remained  in  the  Everglades  of  Florida  who  contin- 
ued to  hold  their  slaves.  The  chief  of  these  Indians  held  that  the 
slaves  in  his  kingdom  had  never  been  freed  because  no  special  law  as 
regarded  the  Indians  had  been  passed ! 

Judge  John  F.  Dillon,  of  New  York,  closing  the  debate,  said,  what- 
ever might  be  the  state  of  savagery  in  our  Indian,  he  was  a  man.  He 
had  dwindled  away  until  he  was  a  mere  remnant.  It  was  the  sacred 
duty  of  the  federal  government  to  protect  the  Indian.  It  was  his 
misfortune  that,  in  any  dispute  involving  the  right  of  the  Indian, 
there  was  no  tribunal  to  which  he  could  bring  his  complaint.  Indian 
outbreaks  were  the  result  of  non-performance  of  treaty  stipulations. 
The  resolution  could  be  safely  passed. 

Two  most  valuable  articles,  to  which  I  earnestly  commend  the 
attention  of  this  Conference,  have  been  written  by  Professor  Thayer, 
in  the  October  and  November  numbers  of  the  Atlantic  Monthly, 

You  remember  that  the  Thayer  bill  failed  of  immediate  acceptance 
because  its  provisions  were  thought  too  complex.  The  difficulty  arises 
from  the  vast  extent  of  the  territory  to  which  the  bill  applies.  It  was 
thought  impossible  to  get  along  with  less  than  thirty  or  forty  courts 
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for  the  reservations.  A  bill  creating,  say,  forty  minor  judges  —  at  an 
annual  expense  of  some  hundred  thousand  dollars,  the  whole  of  whose 
provisions,  counting  courts,  law,  and  municipal  government,  are  con- 
tained in  a  law  the  length  of  about  three  pages  of  the  Revised  Statutes 
—  would  not  seem  unduly  long  and  complex,  especially  when  you 
consider  that  it  concerns  the  perpetual  welfare  of  three  hundred  thou- 
sand people,  for  whom  many  millions  of  public  money  are  now  spent 
annually.  Many  suggestions  have  been  made,  and  other  and  simpler 
bills  prepared,  but  none  other  both  comprehensive  and  satisfactory  has 
yet  been  found.  For  instance,  Mr.  Austin  Abbott  and  myself  thought 
at  first  the  subject  might  well  be  divided.  Take,  for  example,  this 
one  of  several  drafts  for  bills  prepared  :  — 

I.  Status  of  the  Indian. — All  Indians  not  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  whether  residing  on  or  off  a  reservation,  are  hereby  declared 
entitled  to  the  full  protection  and  exemptions  secured  by  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  to  persons  other  than  such  citizens ;  and 
especially  they  shall  be  entitled  to  the  equal  protection  of  the  law, 
they  may  sue  and  be  sued  in  all  courts,  and  shall  have  full  power  to 
make  contracts,  and  engage  in  any  trade  or  business,  provided^  how- 
ever, that  such  reasonable  restraint  as  is  necessary  to  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  reservation  system  is  not  forbidden,  nor  shall  this  section 
work  a  repeal  by  implication  of  any  laws  which  may  be  necessary  to 
such  reasonable  restraint ;  and  in  particular  it  shall  not,  except  as  ex- 
pressly provided,  work  a  repeal  of  the  following  enumerated  act  or 
any  part  thereof,  namely :  The  act  of  February  eighth,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  eighty-seven,  entitled  an  Act  to  provide  for  the  allotment 
of  lands  in  severalty  to  Indians  on  the  various  reservations,  and  to 
extend  the  protection  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  and  the  Ter- 
ritories over  the  Indians  and  for  other  purposes. 

Section  2.  Law  extended  over  Reservations. — The  laws,  both 
civil  and  criminal,  existing  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  this  act  or 
hereafter  made,  of  the  State  or  Territory  in  which  any  Indian  reser- 
vation is  situated,  are  hereby  extended  over  every  such  reservation, 
so  far  as  said  laws  are  applicable,  and  not  inconsistent  herewith  or 
with  the  laws  of  the  United  States  heretofore  enacted.  And  the  laws, 
both  civil  and  criminal,  existing  at  such  time  or  hereafter  made  of 
the  State  of  Kansas  are  hereby  extended  over  any  Indian  reserva- 
tions situated  in  the  Indian  Territory,  except  as  hereinafter  specially 
excepted ;  and  any  person,  Indian  agent,  officer  of  the  United  States, 
court  or  tribunal,  undertaking  to  administer  law  or  impose  restraint 
upon  Indians,  or  to  settle  disputes  on  questions  of  property,  or  con- 
tract or  tort  between  Indians  and  white  persons,  shall  be  governed 
by  said  law  of  such  State  or  Territory.  But  the  President  of  the 
United  States  may,  at  any  time  within  six  months  from  the  passage  of 
this  act,  or  within  six  months  after  a  certification  by  the  Court  Com- 
missioners of  any  such  laws  as  prejudicial  or  inapplicable,  by  his  veto 
of  which  proclamation  shall  be  duly  made,  forbid  the  application  to 
any  such  reservation  of  any  such  laws  which  he  may  deem  prejudicial 
to  th^  welfare  of  the  Indians  to  be  affected  by  the  same,  provided  that 
this  section  shall  not  be  construed  to  repeal  Section  9  of  the  act  of 
March  second,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-five. 

Surely,  no  one,  in  or  out  of  Washington,  will  say  that  this  simple 
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bill  is  not  proper,  just,  and  wholly  necessary ;  but  the  difficulty  is  that, 
if  we  so  provide  law  without  courts,  it  may  open  the  door  to  State  and 
Territory  interference,  or,  rather,  denial  of  justice.  And,  remembering 
our  own  history, —  the  Star  Chamber  Court  of  England  and  the  Bill  of 
Rights, —  we  well  know  that  no  law  and  no  courts  are  almost  better 
than  a  denial  of  justice,  which  would  forever  disgust  the  Indians  with 
the  very  institution  of  civil  justice  itself.  But  I  hope  this  Conference 
will  give  the  matter  its  earnest  thought,  and  end  by  agreeing  with  us 
of  the  American  Bar  Association  that  some  bill  should  be  passed  by 
the  next  Congress,  which  shall,  ^rj/,  declare  definitely  what  the  civil 
status  of  the  reservation  Indian  is ;  second^  define  and  extend  some 
system  of  law  on  both  classes  of  reservations,  whether  in  process  of 
allotment  in  severalty  or  still  in  tribal  ownership ;  and,  lastly,  give  him 
some  simple  system  of  courts  protected  by  the  national  government, 
in  which  he  can  trust,  and  by  which  he  will  be  trained  to  enjoy  and 
protect  his  coming  heritage  and  his  rights  as  a  citizen.  Let  us  at 
least  go  as  far  as  to  say:  Resolved^  That  the  Indian  is  legally  a  human 
being ;  Resolved^  That  he  should  enjoy  the  law  of  the  land  common  to 
human  beings;  and,  Resolved^  That  he  should  have  just  courts  to 
enforce  it. 

DISCUSSION. 

Senator  H.  L.  Dawes  was  invited  to  open  the  discussion  on  the 
subject  of  law- for  the  Indians. 

Senator  Dawes. —  I  am  drafted  into  this  service.  I  not  only  did 
not  come  here  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  this  question,  but  I  came 
with  the  firm  resolve  that  I  would  not  discuss  it.  Nothing  has  grieved 
me  more  than  to  be  compelled  to  differ,  as  I  do,  upon  the  wisdom 
and  the  necessity  of  the  measures  indicated  in  the  paper  just  read, 
with  those  of  my  fellow-citizens  favoring  these  measures,  who  afe  just 
as  earnest  and  just  as  honest  and  far  more  able  than  I  am  to  devise 
proper  measures  in  reference  to  the  conduct  of  Indian  alTairs.  But  I 
have  learned  whatever  I  know  in  reference  to  what  is  best  for  the 
Indian  in  the  field,  and  not  in  the  closet.  Serious  responsibilities 
have  been  imposed  on  me  with  reference  to  Indians  these  late  years ; 
and  I  have  been  out  to  see  where  he  lives  and  how  he  lives,  and  I 
have  drawn  such  conclusions  as  I  could  from  my  observations  and 
from  experience  as  to  what  is  best  for  the  Indian  to-day.  I  was 
exceedingly  gratified  when  Professor  Thayer,  who  has  made  this 
subject  such  a  thorough  study,  procured  from  the  American  Bar 
Association  a  committee,  of  which  he  is  chairman,  to  present  his 
views  to  Congress.  I  sincerely  hope  that  this  Conference  will  join 
with  him,  and  appoint  the  ablest  committee  they  can  select  who  will 
present  to  Congress  the  plans  and  methods  which  they  think  are  not 
only  wise,  but  absolutely  necessary.  And  if,  in  the  judgment  of  Con- 
gress, these  methods  are  wise  and  necessary,  I  do  hope  and  pray  that 
they  may  become  the  law  of  the  land,  and  bring  what  good  they  can  to 
the  Indian,  or  that  those  who  believe  in  the  wisdom  of  this  measure 
shall  be  convinced  that  it  is  impracticable  and  impossible.  At  any 
rate,  an  end  will  come  to  debate  on  this  subject,  and  our  minds  can 
be  carried  to  practical  work.     If  Congress  is  convinced  that  it  is  a 
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possibility  and  desirable,  then  I  will  take  hold  with  what  little  energy 
and  ability  I  may  have  to  see  to  it  that  it  gathers  all  the  fruits  that 
its  friends  claim  it  is  capable  of  producing. 

I  have  been  quite  astounded,  however,  to  hear  it  said  that  the 
Indian  is  without  law.  It  is  a  mistake,  a  sore  mistake.  General 
Whittlesey  told  you  a  little  while  ago  that  on  the  8ih  of  February, 
1887,  ten  thousand  Indians  rose  into  the  condition  of  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  "  clothed  with  all  the  rights,  privileges,  and  immu- 
nities, and  subject  to  all  the  obligations  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States,"  and  that  since  then  fifteen  thousand  more  have  walked 
through  that  gate  into  the  status  of  citizenship. 

This  was  by  a  law  of  Congress  which  is  charged  with  having  left 
the  Indian  without  law.  Congress  could  hardly  have  been  derelict, 
so  far  as  this  class  of  Indians  is  concerned,  had  it  stopped  there.  For 
citizenship  carries  with  it  all  the  rights,  all  the  protection,  that  you 
and  I  enjoy.  But  Congress  went  further,  and  declared  expressly  that 
"these  Indians  are  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  are  entitled  to 
all  the  rights,  privileges,  and  immunities  of  citizens."  And  then, 
to  make  it  doubly  sure.  Congress  repeated  in  the  same  statute  "  that, 
upon  completion  of  said  allotments  and  the  patenting  of  the  lands  to 
said  allottees,  each  and  every  member  of  the  respective  bands  or  tribes 
of  Indians  to  whom  allotments  have  been  made  shall  have  the  benefit 
of  and  be  subject  to  the  laws,  both  civil  and  criminal,  of  the  State  or 
Territory  in  which  they  may  reside,  and  no  Territory  shall  pass 
or  enforce  any  laws  denying  any  such  Indian  within  its  jurisdiction 
the  equal  protection  of  the  law." 

Is  there  anybody  capable  of  putting;  language  into  a  statute  that 
will  add  to  that  ?  Every  Indian  in  the  United  States  has  that  door 
open  to  nim  to-day ;  and,  if  there  is  a  friend  of  the  Indian  within  the 
borders  of  the  United  States  that  can  frame  language  stronger  than 
that,  let  him  bring  it  to  Congress,  and  Congress  will  put  it  into  the 
law.  Probably  one-third  of  all  the  Indians  we  have  to  deal  with 
come  under  this  broad  shield  of  law.  The  number  is  increasing  daily. 
The  whole  effort  of  the  government,  all  benevolent  effort,  is  aimed 
at  preparing  the  remainder  for  this  citizenship,  and  consequent  pro- 
tection of  the  law.  More  than  $2,000,000  was  appropriated  last  year 
for  that  purpose.  The  remaining  two-thirds  —  the  reservation  Ind- 
ians —  are  decreasing  in  the  same  ratio.  The  whole  system  under 
which  they  are  held  is  fast  crumbling  away.  There  are  many  among 
us  who  are  for  abolishing  it  at  once. 

But  let  us  see  what  provision  of  law  is  made  for  the  reservation 
Indian  while  he  still  remains  the  ward  of  the  nation,  and  on  his 
reservation.     First,  how  is  he  treated  criminally  ? 

In  1885,  by  the  ninth  section  of  the  Indian  appropriation  act,  Con- 
gress made  provisions  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  by 
Indians,  as  follows  :  — 

That  immediately  upon  and  after  the  date  of  the  passage  of  this 
act  all  Indians  committing  against  the  person  or  property  of  another 
Indian  or  other  person  any  of  the  following  crimes  —  namely, 
murder,  manslaughter,  rape,  assault  with  intent  to  kill,  arson,  bur- 
glary, and  larceny  —  within  any  Territory  of  the  United  States,  and 
either  within  or  without  art  Indian  reservation,  shall  be  subject  there- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


45 

for  to  the  laws  of  such  Territory  relating  to  said  crime,  and  shall  be 
tried  therefor  in  the  same  courts  and  in  the  same  manner,  and  shall 
be  subject  to  the  same  penalties  as  are  all  other  persons  charged 
with  the  commission  of  said  crimes,  respectively ;  and  all  such  Ind- 
ians committing  any  of  the  above  crimes  against  the  person  or 
property  of  another  Indian  or  other  person  within  the  boundaries  of 
any  State  of  the  United  States,  and  within  the  limits  of  any  Indian 
reservation,  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  laws,  tried  in  the  same  courts 
and  in  the  same  manner,  and  subject  to  the  same  penalties  as  are  all 
other  persons  committing  any  of  the  above  crimes  within  the  exclu- 
sive jurisdiction  of  the  United  States. 

As  to  these  crimes,  therefore,  is  it  in  the  power  of  any  one  to  make 
language  any  stronger  ?  Does  that  not  put  the  Indian  on  an  abso- 
lutely level  plane  with  the  white  man  ?  If  a  United  States  court  is 
such  a  heavenly  tribunal  that  it  is  Paradise  to  get  into  it,  the  oppor- 
tunity is  before  him.  Outrageous  decisions  have  been  quoted  to- 
night from  judges  in  Oklahoma  and  Sitka.  But  you  would  not  get 
out  of  the  difficulty  by  multiplying  your  judges.  An  Indian  was  ac- 
quitted of  the  murder  of  Lieutenant  Casey  during  the  late  outbreak  at 
Pine  Ridge,  because  the  court  thought  it  was  a  condition  of  war,  and 
the  remedy  proposed  is  the  creation  of  another  court.  The  crimes 
referred  to  in  this  law  are  enumerated  crimes.  Why  do  not  we  say 
all  crimes?  What  are  the  crimes  that  are  left?  Simple  assault  and 
battery,  chicken  stealing,  malicious  mischief,  and  that  kind  of  thing. 
Why  didn't  we  put  those  in  ?  Because  we  were  told  that  the  United 
States  marshal  would  go  round  the  different  reservations  and  pick 
up  every  Indian  who  had  assaulted  another  Indian,  and  take  him  off 
a  hundred  or  two  miles  to  a  United  States  court  at  the  expense  of 
twenty  or  thirty  or  forty  dollars,  and  then,  when  he  was  discharged, 
let  him  go  back  as  best  he  could.  We  therefore  concluded  that  it 
was  not  wise  to  make  it  universal  in  its  application.  For  these  petty 
crimes  the  Court  of  Indian  Offences  was  constituted.  That  is,  a  court 
that  has  no  place  in  law,  being  constituted  on  the  recommendation 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  governed  by  rules  made 
by  him.  Nevertheless,  it  has  worked  well.  In  the  Indian  Commis- 
sioner's report  of  last  year  it  is  shown  how  useful  it  is.  It  is  com- 
mended by  the  agents.  I  noticed  that  you  were  pleased  when  that 
clear-headed,  conscientious,  and  able  military  officer  this  forenoon 
told  you  that  Geronimo  even  had  made  a  good  judge.  If  that  is  so, 
I  think  you  could  trust  three  of  the  best  Indians  that  you  could  find, 
selected  by  the  agent  and  approved  by  the  department,  to  pass  upon 
these  little  offences,  if  you  could  trust  Geronimo.  I  will  read  a  few 
extracts  from  this  report.  I  want  to  show  you  that  the  Indian  Bureau 
and  the  Department  of  Justice  have  not  left  the  Indian  without  law, 
that  there  has  come  up  from  the  Indian  reservation  no  instance  of  in- 
justice done  to  the  Indian,  such  as  we  read  every  day  in  the  report  of 
the  different  courts  of  the  United  States  and  such  as  have  been  cited 
to-night.  No  such  reports  have  reached  our  ears  from  the  Courts  of 
Indian  Offences.  The  rights  of  the  Indian  have  been  substantially 
protected.  It  is  in  a  rude  way,  it  is  true  ;  yet  substantial  justice  has 
been  done,  and  the  Indian  has  been  taught  to  apply  the  law  himself. 
The  Indian  police  system  is  about  two  years  older  than  this  Court  of 
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Indian  Offences ;  and,  connected  with  that  court,  it  has  come  to  be  the 
bulwark  of  the  government  in  the  administration  of  justice  and  in  the 
preservation  of  order  on  the  reservation.  When  the  committee  last 
year  asked  Congress  for  an  appropriation  for  the  Indian  police,  I 
read  from  this  report  what  was  said  about  the  police ;  and  a  Senator, 
who  had  up  to  that  time  been  hostile  to  the  whole  policy  of  the  gov- 
ernment in  relation  to  the  reservations,  expressed  his  astonishment  at 
this  testimony,  and  he  said,  "  Whatever  you  want  for  that  Indian  police 
force,  ask,  and  you  shall  have  it:  we  will  vote  it."  The  effect  of 
putting  this  responsibility  on  the  Indian  has  been  to  lift  him  higher 
than  any  process  except  the  severalty  law  has  done.  It  is  my  belief 
that  no  white  police  in  any  city  in  the  United  Slates  has  been  more 
faithful  to  its  duties  than  the  Indian  police  on  the  reservations.  That 
is  the  testimony  of  all  who  have  had  anything  to  do  with  the 
Indians.  Hear  this  from  the  report  of  Standing  Rock  Agency  as  to 
the  Court  of  Indian  Offences,  by  Major  James  McLaughlin  :  — 

"The  Court  of  Indian  Offences  holds  bi-weekly  sessions  at  the 
agency  of  two  days  each,  where  all  Indians  committing  offences  are 
brought  for  trial ;  and  the  valuable  aid  rendered  by  this  court  cannot 
be  too  highly  commended.  Eighty-three  cases  were  heard  and  adju- 
dicated by  this  court  during  the  past  year,  and  all  the  decisions  have 
been  intelligently  and  impartially  rendered  upon  the  evidence  ad- 
duced. In  every  instance,  the  decision  of  the  court  has  been  sus- 
tained by  public  sentiment,  and  not  a  single  appeal  to  higher 
authority  was  asked.  The  three  judges  of  the  court  are  John  Grass, 
head  chief  of  the  Blackfeet  Sioux  band,  Chief  Gall  of  the  Hukpapa 
band,  leader  of  the  progressive  element  of  the  late  hostile  Sioux, 
and  Standing  Soldier  ot  the  Lower  Yanktonais,  all  of  whom  are 
full-blooded  Indians,  eminent  among  and  respected  by  their  people." 

W.  D.  Myers,  agent,  reports  of  the  Court  of  Indian  Offences  of 
the  Kiowa,  Comanche,  and  Wichita  Agency,  as  follows  :  — 

"  At  the  time  I  assumed  charge  of  this  agency  I  found  established  a 
Court  of  Indian  Offences,  consisting  of  three  judges,  which  places 
were  filled  by  three  of  the  most  prominent  chiefs  on  the  reservation ; 
namely,  Lone  Wolf,  principal  chief  of  the  Kiowas,  Quanah  Parker, 
chief  of  the  Comanches,  and  Towaconie  Jim,  chief  of  the  Wichita 
and  affiliated  bands.  Early  in  October  last  Lone  Wolf,  acceding  to 
the  wishes  of  his  tribe,  resigned ;  and  I  immediately  appointed  his 
brother,  Chaddle-Kaung-Ky,  to  fill  the  vacancy.  I  find  this  court  of 
great  benefit  in  punishing  the  Indians  for  offences  committed. 
Their  decisions  are  generally  fair  and  always  impartial,  and  are  ac- 
cepted with  good  grace  by  the  Indians." 

It  is  not  a  perfect  court.  It  can  be  improved,  but  \i  can  have  no 
place  under  the  law.  The  moment  the  law  takes  it  up  all  the  judges 
have  got  to  be  appointed  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
nominated  by  the  President  and  confirmed  by  the  Senate.  This  is  a 
temporary  court,  created  to  meet  a  temporary  necessity,  but  practi- 
cally of  just  as  much  use  as  if  all  these  poor  fellows  were  taken  into 
the  United  States  court. 

The  suggestion  that  you  must  make  United  States  courts  alone 
for  the  Indians  on  the  reservations  has  this  trouble.  You  cannot 
establish  a  United  States  court   in  any  State  in  this  Union  except 
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such  as  are  fixed  by  the  Constitution ;  and,  so  far  as  civil  causes  are 
concerned,  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  provides  that  nobody 
shall  sue  in  a  United  States  court  except  citizens  of  different  States. 
You  cannot  clothe  a  United  States  court  in  a  State  with  power  to  try 
a  civil  case  unless  the  parties  are  citizens  of  different  States ;  and 
therefore  you  cannot  apply  this  system  to  an  Indian  before  he  becomes 
a  citizen,  and  you  cannot  make  a  United  States  court  that  any  citizen 
can  bring  another  citizen  into  unless  they  live  in  different  States. 
They  must  go  into  the  State  courts.  As  to  their  right  to  be  tried 
criminally,  valuable  as  that  right  must  be,  by  a  United  States  court, 
the  only  crime  that  could  be  committed  in  States  out  there  against 
the  United  States  would  be  a  crime  against  the  revenue  laws  and 
crimes  of  that  kind.  All  the  Indian  reservations  in  all  the  States 
under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  have  got  to  come  under 
the  State  courts.  Now,  every  one  of  the  Territories  of  the  United 
States,  except  three,  have  become  States.  There  are  left  the  Indians 
of  Arizona,  Utah,  and  New  Mexico.  So  long  as  they  are  Territories 
you  can  make  for  them  just  such  courts  as  the  United  States  pleases 
for  the  trial  of  anybody  in  those  Territories.  That  is  true.  The 
United  States  has  made  those  courts.  They  have  clothed  every 
Indian  who  becomes  a  citizen  with  every  possible  right  that  a  citizen 
can  have.  And  we  have  provided  also  as  to  the  crimes  enumerated 
that,  whether  he  becomes  a  citizen  or  not,  he  shall  be  subject  to  the 
law  and  be  tried  in  the  same  court  in  the  Territories  or  in  the  Stales 
that  the  white  man  shall  be.  Now,  why  should  you  say  that  the  Indian 
is  without  law.?  Do  we  want  a  law  passed  that  will  permit  any 
Indian  to  make  any  contract  he  pleases,  and  then  go  into  a  court  and 
enforce  it  ?  Until  a  reservation  Indian  can  make  his  own  contracts, 
he  has  no  occasion  for  a  court  to  enforce  contracts. 

A  Delegate. —  Suppose  one  of  the  Indians  on  a  reservation  should 
take  possession  of  a  house  and  refuse  to  give  it  up.  What  right  has 
he? 

Senator  Dawes. —  On  the  reservation  he  is  under  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  agent  is  clothed  by  the  statute  with  the  duty  to 
take  care  of  him  and  protect  him.  The  possession  of  all  the  property 
on  a  reservation  is  in  the  United  States,  and  the  United  States  has 
the  power  to  put  one  Indian  in  and  another  Indian  out.  It  has  been 
found  by  forty  years'  experience  that  you  must  have  somebody  clothed 
with  power  to  take  care  of  the  Indians  so  long  as  you  have  the  reser- 
vation system.  Peace  has  been  preserved  on  the  reservations  ever 
since  this  system  existed. 

The  theory  upon  which  these  arguments  for  new  courts  for  the 
Indians  are  made  is  correct  enough  as  far  as  it  goes.  One  may  sit 
down  in  his  library  and  take  the  Indian  from  the  day  our  fathers 
landed  at  Plymouth,  and  follow  him  step  by  step  all  the  way  through 
our  relations  with  him  during  the  colonial  period,  and  under  the  Con- 
stitution up  to  the  year  1871,  and  he  will  come  out  pretty  much  where 
these  arguments  do.  But  the  difficulty  is  that  the  effect  of  the  statute 
of  187 1,  forbidding  the  treating  them  hereafter  as  independent  nations, 
and  of  subsequent  statutes,  is  entirely  ignored  in  this  reasoning. 
From  that  date  the  status  of  the  Indian  in  this  country  has  been  en- 
tirely changed.     The  statutes  have  taken  him  out  of  his  old  relations 
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to  the  government,  the  people,  and  the  laws,  and  have  from  that  time, 
except  as  to  past  obligations,  treated  him  as  an  individual  to  be  gov- 
erned by  law.  By  the  statute  of  187 1  he  ceased  to  be  treated  with  as 
an  independent  tribe  or  nation,  by  the  Crimes  Act  of  1885  he  was  put 
under  the  criminal  laws  of  the  land,  by  the  Severalty  Act  he  was  pro- 
vided with  a  homestead  and  made  a  citizen  with  all  the  attributes  of 
citizenship,  and  by  the  amendment  of  that  law  the  past  winter  mar- 
riage and  legitimacy  and  the  descent  of  his  property  are  made  the 
same  with  the  Indian  as  with  the  white  man.  It  will  not  do  to  say, 
therefore,  that  the  Indian  is  without  law.  In  my  judgment,  he  does 
not  needmore  laws  or  more  courts,  but  more  preparation  for  the  new 
position  into  which  the  law  he  already  has  has  placed  him.  If  logic 
or  law  could  make  him  a  self-supporting  citizen,  the  solution  of  the 
problem  would  be  easy.  But  patience  and  persistency  in  the  work  of 
preparation  are,  in  my  opinion,  more  needed  than  either  logic  or  law. 

If,  however,  it  is  possible  for  this  Law  Committee  to  give  him  any 
guarantee  that  he  has  not  got,  nobody  will  hail  such  a  law  like  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  of  the  Senate,  nobody  like  those  in  the 
field  who  know  the  Indian  and  know  the  practical  difficulties  that 
come  up  every  day  that  law  cannot  meet.  They  will  hail  any  achieve- 
ment that  will  give  him  any  additional  right,  but  I  am  surprised  when  I 
hear  learned  men  say  that  either  the  Indian  who  has  become  a  citizen 
or  the  Indian  who  has  not  become  a  citizen  is  without  law  in  this  land. 
He  has  got,  in  my  judgment,  all  the  law  that  is  practicable.  So  far 
as  I  am  concerned,  I  feel  that  another  duty  is  pressing  upon  me  and 
another  kind  of  work  is  calling  loudly  upon  the  friends  of  the  Indian. 
The  day  of  work  is  fast  passing  away.  The  chance  to  make  a  self- 
supporting  citizen  of  him  is  growing  less  and  less  every  hour.  He  is 
being  despoiled  of  his  inheritance,  he  is  being  surrounded  by  all 
manner  of  devices  that  human  ingenuity  and  human  greed  and  human 
avarice  can  invent.  There  is  no  time  for  me  to  go  into  my  library  to 
elaborate  an  untried  experiment  of  this  kind.  If  others  can  accom- 
plish it,  I  give  them  my  hearty  God-speed.  I  hope  they  will  find  me 
as  earnest  a  co-operator  as  any  they  can  find  the  moment  they  can 
convince  Congress  that  this  is  practicable  or  possible,  and  I  beg  of 
them  not  to  delay  another  four  years.  I  beg  of  them  before  the  first 
month  of  this  Congress  shall  have  passed  to  present  their  measure  in 
the  ablest  way  they  can  and  take  the  judgment  of  Congress  upon  it. 
I  shall  be  satisfied  if  they  will  be. 

Hon.  William  Strong. —  If  I  were  wise,  I  should  probably  follow 
the  old  maxim,  which  says.  If  you  have  nothing  to  say,  you  had 
better  say  it  and  sit  down.  There  are,  however,  two  or  three  things 
which  I  will  mention  briefly  that  may  be  of  some  interest.  Senator 
Dawes,  in  his  very  able  address,  says  what  I  entirely  concur  in  :  that 
the  Indians,  under  the  allotment  act,  have  been  made  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  and  those  who  have  taken  up  lands  have  all  the  rights 
of  the  white  citizens  of  the  State  in  which  they  live,  are  subject  to 
the  same  laws,  and  have  all  the  privileges  granted  by  the  general  law 
which  any  white  citizen  has.  And  there  is  one  matter  connected 
with  this  which  is  perhaps  worthy  of  consideration,  when  we  are  con- 
sidering the  status  of  the  Indian.  What  have  Indian  agents  to  do 
with  those  Indians  to  whom  allotments  have  been  made,  who  have 
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become  citizens  of  the  States  ?  and  what  right  has  an  agent  to  inter- 
fere with  a  citizen  of  the  State?  Can  he  direct  or  control  in  any 
manner  the  use  of  the  allotted  land  and  the  allottee  ? 

Senator  Dawes. —  No  more  than  he  can  your  house. 

Justice  Strong. —  Senator  Dawes  says  very  properly  that  Indian 
agents  can  control  this  land  no  more  than  they  can  control  my  house. 
Indians  in  States  to  whom  allotments  have  been  made  are  under  the 
control,  in  regard  to  the  use  of  their  property  and  in  regard  to  their 
rights  of  every  description,  of  the  laws  and  officers  of  the  State. 

There  are  agents  now  among  the  Indians  to  whom  lands  have  been 
allotted  who  do  interfere.  Within  a  year  some  Indians  have  waited 
upon  me  at  Washington  to  whom  allotments  had  been  made,  who 
said  that  the  agent  would  not  permit  them  to  do  this  or  that  thing  on 
their  property.  If  they  had  timber  land,  the  agent  would  not  allow 
them  to  cut  any  timber  except  what  was  necessary  for  building  a 
house.  They  were  not  allowed  to  cut  any  timber  and  sell  it  to  get 
farming  utensils,  even  when  the  land  was  all  timber  land. 

Another  said  :  "  I  have  an  allotment  on  which  I  am  endeavoring  to 
raise  grain,  but  there  is  no  mill  within  twenty  miles.  A  man  wants 
to  build  a  mill  on  my  property.  The  agent  will  not  let  me  allow  him 
to  build  a  mill,  even  if  he  pays  rent  for  the  privilege." 

I  had  supposed  that  such  control  was  impossible  after  the  allot- 
ment of  land  to  the  Indians.  I  supposed  it  was  understood  that, 
when  the  allotments  were  made,  the  work  of  the  Indian  agent  in  that 
region  was  done.  I  agree  this  may  be  unfortunate  in  some  particu- 
lars. If  the  Indian  is  left  to  himself,  he  may  make  no  use  of  his 
property,  or  such  use  as  would  bring  him  a  little  money,  which  he  will 
spend  in  whiskey.  If  the  agent  had  some  control,  he  might  be  made 
to  make  more  valuable  use  of  his  property  and  become  a  self-sus- 
taining citizen ;  but  I  do  not  see  that  that  is  possible  under  the  allot- 
ment law. 

I  say  nothing  on  the  subject  of  extending  the  laws  of  the  State  or 
the  Territory  over  Indian  reservations  not  within  a  State.  Mr.  Dawes 
has  thoroughly  discussed  the  subject  of  criminal  law.  The  time  may 
come  when  it  will  be  necessary  to  extend  civil  law,  but  I  do  not  know 
that  it  is  necessary  at  present,  or  advisable.  I  want  to  say  some- 
thing, however,  with  reference  to  the  recent  decision  upon  compulsory 
attendance  of  children  at  schools  in  Indian  reservations.  I  have  seen 
an  abstract  of  a  decision  made  by  Judge  Green.  I  endeavored  to 
get  his  opinion  in  full,  but  there  was  no  written  one  I  was  informed. 
The  case  was  this  :  An  Indian  boy,  with  a  written  consent  of  his 
father,  had  been  put  into  the  school.  He  was  indentured,  if  I  may 
use  the  expression,  to  the  teacher  for  education  in  the  school.  The 
father  became  dissatisfied,  and  wanted  to  take  his  son  out  of  school. 
The  teacher  would  not  release  him.  The  Indian  father  sued  out  a 
writ  of  habeas  corpus  to  have  the  possession  of  his  son  restored  to 
him,  and  the  judge  decided  that  the  government  had  no  right  to  com- 
pel the  father  to  send  his  child  to  school  or  to  allow  the  child  to  be 
put  into  the  school.  Consequently,  the  fact  that  he  had  been  indent- 
ured by  his  father  was  held  to  be  of  no  importance  whatever,  and, 
therefore,  the  court  could  interfere  between  the  teacher  who  had 
custody  of  the  child,  take  the  child  from  the  teacher's  charge,  and 
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return  him  to  the  father.  This  decbion  rested  solely  on  the  ground 
that  the  government  had  no  right  to  interfere  between  the  father  and 
the  child  and  compel  attendance  of  the  child  at  a  school.  I  dissent 
in  toto  from  the  decision  of  that  judge.  It  is  thoroughly  untenable. 
The  government  of  a  State  has  a  right  to  compel  attendance  at 
school ;  and  the  government  of  the  United  States  holds  the  same 
authority,  as  guardian  of  the  Indian,  to  compel  the  attendance  of 
Indian  children.  I  believe  if  such  decisions  as  Judge  Green's  are 
correct,  the  statutory  provisions  for  compulsory  attendance  will  be 
of  little  avail. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  W.  H.  Ward,  it  was  voted  that  speakers  in  dis- 
cussion should  be  allowed  but  five  minutes  each. 

Mr.  Meserve. —  As  reference  has  been  made  to  the  decision  of 
Judge  Green,  I  wish  that  we  might  hear  from  Superintendent  B.  S. 
Coppock. 

Mr.  Coppock. —  The  Indian  to  whom  reference  has  been  made,  a 
full-blooded  Indian,  gave  his  son  to  Dr.  W.  H.  Winslow,  the  principal 
teacher  of  the  school,  and  entered  him  for  three  years.  The  boy 
came,  and  behaved  well.  He  was  allowed  to  go  home  and  see  his 
sick  grandfather,  and  returned  to  the  school.  The  ist  of  July  the 
father  came  for  the  boy  for  vacation.  I  told  him  I  was  willing  the 
son  should  go  home  for  a  vacation,  but  I  expected  all  the  Indians  who 
took  their  children  to  sign  a  written  contract  to  return  them  on  Satur- 
day, the  29th  of  August,  without  any  trouble  to  me  or  to  the  agent,  or 
any  expense  to  the  government.  I  had  a  large  number  of  contracts 
signed  in  this  way ;  and  this  contract  was  signed  by  this  Indian, 
Abraham  Lincoln.  He  understood  it.  His  boy  signed  it,  and  he  did 
also.  His  tribe  has  an  attorney,  and  this  man  wrote  afterwards  to 
know  whether  the  boy  was  regularly  entered,  and  whether  I  should 
expect  him  to  return.  I  said  I  should  ;  that  the  solicitor  for  the 
school  was  in  the  neighborhood,  and  I  should  expect  him  early  in  the 
week.  The  next  thing  I  heard  was  that  the  attorney  of  Logan 
County  had  called  at  the  school  and  asked  to  see  me.  I  was  very 
busy,  and  failed  to  see  him.  I  did  not  know  his  business  at  the  time. 
A  writ  was  then  served  on  me  and  on  Dr.  Winslow,  and  the  next  day 
the  doctor  went  to  court.  The  trial  was  peculiar.  It  took  five  days 
to  get  through  with  that  little  case.  There  was  no  evidence  to  sus- 
tain any  charges.  The  boy  spoke  good  English  and  wrote  his  own 
name.  He  said  he  was  treated  well.  The  attorney  of  the  tribe 
admitted  that  the  father  had  put  the  boy  into  the  school  for  three 
years,  and  that  the  time  was  not  up.  How  the  decision  came  to  be 
made  that  was  made  I  cannot  understand. 

President  Gates. —  Did  not  the  boy  want  to  be  in  school  ? 

Mr.  Coppock. —  Yes.  After  the  decision  was  made,  I  called  on 
the  supervisor  of  education,  and  urged  that  he  should  go  down  and 
get  everything  connected  with  this  matter  in  writing.  The  case  was  in 
the  hands  of  the  United  States  district  attorney.  The  judge  was  the 
judge  of  Logan  County.  We  are  not  in  that  county :  we  are  on  the 
Cherokee  strip.  A  courteous  letter  was  written  to  the  judge,  asking 
for  his  decision  in  writing.     It  has  not  come,  and  that  is  where  the 
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case  rests.  What  will  become  of  it  I  do  not  know.  It  is  a  matter 
of  great  interest.  If  by  such  means  children  can  be  taken  from 
schools,  the  schools  must  be  disbanded.  I  do  not  know  how  many 
children  I  shall  find  when  I  go  home. 

Rev,  Charles  W.  Shelton. —  In  talking  with  Major  McLaughlin 
in  regard  to  the  helpfulness  of  the  Indian  police,  I  asked  him  how 
he  felt  as  to  putting  the  Indians  under  the  care  of  the  courts  along 
the  borders  of  the  reservations.  He  said  that  ten  years  ago  he  would 
not  have  dared  to  do  it,  but  that  to-day  he  would  trust  any  Indian  on 
his  reservation  in  any  court.  He  said  they  would  be  treated  just  as 
honestly  and  fairly  and  impartially  as  any  white  man  in  the  same 
court.  I  asked  him  whether  the  decisions  of  the  Indians  in  the 
Courts  for  Indian  Offences  were  usually  just?  He  said,  "I  have 
sometimes  questioned  whether  I  should  make  the  sentences  quite  so 
heavy  for  the  crimes."  When  an  Indian  is  brought  into  one  of  these 
courts  and  sentenced,  his  whole  pride  has  gone.  There  is  no  need 
of  the  guard-house.  Until  the  sentence  is  worked  out,  he  has  such 
a  contempt  for  himself  that  he  does  not  want  to  be  with  any  one  else. 
I  have  asked  every  Indian  agent  I  have  seen  for  the  last  five  years 
whether  their  Indian  police  are  thoroughly  armed.  "  Yes,"  has  been 
the  reply.  "  They  are  armed  with  heavy  army  revolvers."  These  Ind- 
ians are  often  from  fifty  to  seventy  miles  from  any  agent.  I  have 
asked  agents  whether  they  have  known  of  the  Indian  policemen 
making  unwise  raids  on  the  reservation.  "  Never,"  has  been  the 
reply.  I  have  asked,  "  Did  you  ever  know  an  Indian  policeman  to 
make  an  unwise  use  of  his  arms  ? "  And  the  reply  has  always  been, 
"  No,  never." 

Mr.  A.  K.  Smiley. —  Wherever  I  have  been,  I  have  asked  with  re- 
gard to  these  Indian  courts.  And  I  have  got  only  one  uniform  an- 
swer, that  the  Indian  trial  is  a  very  fair  trial ;  and  I  am  satisfied  that 
the  administration  of  justice  in  the  hands  of  Indians  is  vastly  better 
than  in  any  part  of  New  York. 

A  Delegate. —  City  or  State  ? 

Mr.  Smiley. —  Both.  I  have  never  seen  justice  better  administered 
than  there.  Near  San  Bernardino  there  are  about  thirteen  or  four- 
teen Indian  families,  making  a  band.  We  collected  them  to  give 
them  their  land.  They  are  safe  from  the  white  men  there.  We 
collected  them  in  council,  and  asked  them  to  be  by  themselves ;  and 
we  found  out  all  about  their  administration  of  justice.  We  asked 
them  in  regard  to  a  young  man  who,  we  understood,  had  been  whipped 
by  the  chief,  and  we  asked  what  the  crime  was  for  which  he  had  been 
whipped.  They  said  the  man  had  not  been  kind  to  his  wife.  He 
had  abused  her,  and  they  brought  him  before  all  the  men  of  this 
band,  and  the  chief  gave  him  a  good,  sound  whipping.  We,  not  think- 
ing that  the  man  was  present,  asked  where  he  lived ;  and  they  re- 
plied, "  There  he  is,"  pointing  him  out.  He  was  the  biggest  man  of 
the  whole  twenty-five,  and  the  chief  was  a  little  fellow ;  but  the  man 
had  submitted  to  his  punishment. 

Mr.  F.  J.  Stimson. —  I  should  like  first  to  correct  Mr.  Dawes  in  one 
matter.  The  proposed  bill  does  not  allow  Indians  to  make  any  con- 
tracts. On  the  contrary,  it  expressly  excepts  all  contracts  from  which 
Indians  are  now  restrained  by  the  reservation  system. 
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Next,  as  to  the  other  objection,  the  proposition  of  law  that  the 
other  reservations  in  the  States  are  not  subject  to  the  control  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States :  this  is  too  vast  to  be  debated  here. 
I  can  only  say  that,  until  to-night,  it  has  not  been,  at  least  for  the 
last  ten  years,  seriously  questioned  by  any  lawyer. 

This  decision  of  1885,  to  which  reference  has  been  made,  is  the 
United  States  v,  Kegama,  118  U.  S.  375. 

The  Supreme  Court  held  here  that  the  United  States  had  full 
power  to  legislate  for  Indians  on  a  reservation  within  a  State.  The 
only  one  possible  exception  is  in  Colorado,  where  certain  jurisdiction 
over  reservations  was  conceded  to  the  State  in  the  Enabling  Act 
under  which  Colorado  was  admitted  to  the  Union.  But,  as  there  are 
hardly  any  Indians  there,  it  is  not  important. 

The  answer  to  the  third  and  last  criticism  of  these  views  of  your 
Law  Committee  —  namely,  that  the  Indians  on  all  the  reservations  to 
which  the  Severalty  Act  is  applied  are  United  States  citizens  —  is  that, 
if  this  is  merely  an  empty  term,  it  will  not  do  them  much  good  if 
there  is  nothing  of  the  fabric  of  civilization  around  them.  And  no  one 
pretends  to  say  that  these  courts  shall  exist  on  the  reservations  in 
the  States  after  the  Indians  have  got  all  their  lands  and  have  become 
citizens,  and  the  reservation  becomes  part  of  the  State.  These  are  to 
be  temporary  courts,  a  stop-gap  to  train  the  Indians  until  all  the  res- 
ervations are  thrown  open.  The  moment  the  Indian  becomes  a  cit- 
izen, he  becomes  a  citizen  under  the  law,  not  of  the  State,  but  of  the 
United  States,  so  that  the  United  States  has  still  power  to  say  under 
what  law  or  court  he  shall  live.  The  State,  on  the  other  hand,  will 
refuse  its  courts,  and,  in  fact,  have  constantly  done  so»  as  we  hear 
from  Mr.  Cornelius,  even  in  so  civilized  a  State  as  Wisconsin ;  for 
the  Indians  on  the  reservations  pay  no  taxes,  hence  the  nearest 
county  authorities  refuse  them  court  protection  or  process  of  any 
kind.  Our  object  is  to  have  courts  on  the  reservations  until  they  are 
all  open.  It  has  been  estimated  that  it  may  be  sixty  years  before 
they  are  all  thrown  open.  I  have  the  authority  of  Commissioner 
Morgan  in  stating  that  the  number  of  allotments  under  the  Severalty 
Act  in  four  and  one-half  years  is  12,752.  As  allotments  are  made  to 
men,  women,  and  children  in  some  cases,  it  is  fair  to  estimate  that  we 
may  contemplate  at  least  one  hundred  thousand  allotments  in  all. 
At  the  present  rate,  therefore,  it  will  take  thirty-six  years.  It  is  dur- 
ing these  years  that  we  think  they  might  be  wisely  given  courts. 
I  There  were  those  very  Indians  in  Southern  California,  for  instance, 
I  whom  we  heard  of  this  morning  as  despoiled  of  their  land  because 
I  they  were  not  trained  to  protect  their  legal  rights,  and  because  State 
'  courts  could  not  be  trusted  to  do  justice  to  them. 

This  is  the  condition  :  that  we  may  have  numbers  of  Indians 
United  States  citizens,  and  yet  they  may  be  in  a  place  where  there 
is  no  law.  Without  the  establishment  of  courts  it  means  very  little 
to  say  that  these  Indians  are  United  States  citizens. 

As  to  the  act  of  1885,  that  is  the  act  that  we  always  have  cited 
to  us  in  answer  to  the  suggestion  that  anything  should  be  done  for 
the  civilization  of  the  Indian, —  this  act  which  provides  that  they 
may  be  tried  for  these  seven  high  crimes.  But  you  do  not  civilize  a 
people  by  giving  them  the  right  to  be  tried  for  murder,  arson,  rape, 
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and  burglary.  That  is  not  civilization.  All  the  civil  side  is  left  out. 
How  does  the  present  system  work,  even  in  criminal  matters }  The 
Indians  have  to  go  to  United  States  courts,  and  they  sometimes  have 
to  go  hundreds  of  miles.  One  of  our  objects  proposed  is  to  bring  the 
courts  nearer  to  them.  The  result  now  is  that  Indians  often  conceal 
crimes  rather  than  be  at  such  expense  and  trouble,  leaving  their 
families  and  their  vocations  for  months  at  a  time. 

Then  there  is  another  civil  side,  and  that  is  a  very  important  thing, 
—  the  training  in  civilization,  in  knowledge  of  municipal  affairs.  On 
these  reservations  there  is  no  county  division,  no  civil  machinery  of 
courts,  even  if  they  would  take  jurisdiction,  which  they  will  not 
because  the  Indians  pay  no  taxes.  It  is  the  civil  side  of  law  that  is 
valuable  for  civilization.  At  present  there  is  nothing  but  these 
Indian  agents*  courts.  I  am  delighted  to  hear  about  them.  I  know 
they  are  very  good.  But  they  are  police  courts  with  very  minor 
jurisdiction,  looking  after  chicken-stealing  and  such  things,  as  has 
been  said  to-night.  When  they  come  to  the  test  of  trying  cases 
involving  property  and  large  sums  of  money,  where  great  financial 
interests  are  involved,  are  the  judges,  those  Western  cadi,  or  the 
agents  who  appoint  the  judges,  going  to  stand  the  strain?  It  is 
against  all  human  history  to  suppose  they  can. 

We  have  very  wisely  given  the  Indian  property.  The  act  of  1887 
is  the  greatest  step  ever  taken  or  that  ever  will  be  taken  for  the 
advancement  of  the  Indian.  He  can  now  accumulate  property.  He 
certainly  can  and  will  get  land.  We  have  a  pressure  brought  in  from 
all  the  land-grabbers  for  these  reservations  to  be  thrown  open,  that 
they  may  buy  at  cheap  prices  the  land  left  after  allotment ;  and  now, 
at  the  very  time  when  they  most  need  training  and  protection  and  all 
that  the  usage  of  courts  can  give  them,  we  propose  to  throw  them 
neck  and  crop  iftto  a  sort  of  Tom  Tiddler's  ground, —  a  place  where 
they  will  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  land-grabber,  and  with  no  civilized 
courts, —  out  of  the  nation,  and  not  yet  in  the  State.  It  seems  to  me 
there  is  a  very  large  gap  in  the  present  law.  I  am  glad  that  by  going 
several  hundreds  of  miles  certain  Indians  can  be  tried  for  murder 
and  man-slaughter  and  these  five  other  crimes,  but  there  is  no  court 
in  which  they  can  bring  important  civil  causes.  They  have  no  civil 
machinery.  The  registry  of  land  titles  is  very  defective.  There  is 
no  probate  court.  Family  relations  are  indeterminate.  Wills  may  not 
be  proved,  heirs  cannot  be  determined.  Unless  this  process  of 
allotting  land  is  to  go  on  much  more  rapidly  than  it  has,  unless  all  the 
reservations  are  to  be  thrown  open  within  three  years  instead  of 
thirty,  something  of  this  sort  should  be  done. 

President  Gates. —  When  there  are  differences  of  opinion  among 
the  warmest  friends  of  the  Indian,  it  becomes  a  matter  of  great  im- 
portance that  we  look  carefully  and  thoughtfully  at  the  facts  and  the 
testimony.  I  am  sure  we  shall  all  agree  that  it  is  important  for  us  to 
find  out  exactly  what  has  been  done  by  legislation.  .  One  of  the 
many  bright  women  of  this  Conference  has  suggested  that  it  would  be 
wise  if  we  had  a  central  bureau  of  information,  by  which  the  succes- 
sive steps  of  legislation  might  be  immediately  reported  to  all  the 
associations  of  women  that  have  been  formed  in  the  interest  of  the 
Indian, —  associations  which  have  done  so  much  for  the  cause.     I 
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cannot  help  urging  all  those  who  want  to  keep  in  touch  with  our 
Indian  work  that  they  should  keep  informed  of  these  changes  in 
legislation.  Some  of  the  ladies  may  deem  it  wise  to  organize  such  a 
bureau  of  information.  It  is  exceedingly  important,  when  statements 
are  made  with  reference  to  the  legal  status  of  the  Indian,  that  those 
statements  should  be  made  in  accordance  with  the  facts  of  legislation 
as  it  now  is,  not  as  it  was  several  years  ago.  As  to  the  efficacy  of 
Indian  courts  and  the  question  whether  Indians  are  being  fitted  for 
citizenship  by  the  Courts  of  Indian  offences,  I  was  greatly  impressed 
with  the  fact  that  the  majority  of  agents,  in  the  reports  just  read, 
seemed  to  feel  that  there  was  substantially  "the  same  law"  for 
Indians  and  for  whites.  I  have  had  some  years  of  experience  in 
watching  Indian  affairs,  and  in  efforts  for  the  Indians  at  Washington 
and  at  these  Conferences ;  while  I  know  very  little,  personally,  of  the 
work  in  the  field.  Yet  I  have  felt  a  growing  conviction  that  the  less 
special  legislation  we  have  for  Indians^  and  the  sooner  we  pull  them 
out  of  the  reservation,  and  destroy  and  break  up  the  reservation,  give 
up  the  rations,  and  send  the  Indians  out  into  the  world  to  learn  to 
walk  by  their  own  stumbling  efforts,  with  an  occasional  helping  hand 
extended  to  them,  the  better  it  will  be  for  them.  I  do  not  want  to  be 
misunderstood.  I  made  a  remark  at  our  meeting  last  year  (and  I 
"said  it  sarcastically,"  as  Artemus  Ward  used  to  explain)  that,  "when- 
ever the  public  should  become  willing  to  let  the  Commissioner  starve 
a  few  Indians  in  the  experiment,  we  could  put  an  end  to  the  ration 
system  with  its  pauperizing  tendencies."  Three  ladies  came  to  me,  and 
told  me  that  the  good  opinion  they  were  kind  enough  to  say  they  had 
formerly  had  of  me  was  gone,  because  I  "  had  advocated  starvation  "  ! 
And  they  said  it  seriously !  I  do  think  it  would  be  well  to  take  for 
the  use  of  the  nation  the  land  the  Indians  do  not  use,  but  to  do  it  in 
equity.  Let  agreements  be  made  with  the  Indians.  Let  the  funds 
accruing  from  the  sale  be  held  in  trust  for  their  education.  Do  not 
let  these  funds  be  distributed,  so  much  to  each  person.  Let  the  trust 
funds  be  used  so  long  as  they  are  specially  needed  for  educational 
purposes,  and  then  let  the  balance,  when  no  longer  needed,  be  cov- 
ered into  the  treasury.  Do  not  let  the  funds  become  booty  to  be 
quarrelled  over  by  shrewd  lawyers,  who  wish  to  have  them  divided 
among  the  Indians.  Let  the  Indians  have  good  land,  and  as  much 
of  it  as  they  can  use ;  and,  after  that,  the  only  possible  way  is  to  let 
them  learn  by  their  own  blunders.  Respectable  white  settlers  should 
be  encouraged,  by  especially  good  terms,  to  take  farms  among  them. 
And,  as  fast  as  we  can,  let  us  put  the  Indian  children  into  the  regular 
public  schools  of  the  country,  and  let  us  open  the  regular  courts  to 
Indians,  and  make  these  courts  easy  of  access  for  their  protection. 
I  have  been  driven  to  the  conviction  that  we  can  afford  to  let  the 
Indians  get  along  for  a  time  with  a  little  less  perfect  organization  in 
their  courts  rather  than  build  up  an  elaborate  system  of  courts  espe- 
cially for  them.  I  do  not  believe  it  is  going  to  take  sixty  or  fifty  or 
even  ten  years  to  break  up  the  reservations.  I  think  they  are  going 
to  be  carved  up  within  five  years.  Ten  years  from  now  I  do  not 
believe  we  shall  have  any  surplus  Indian  land  left  to  talk  about  in 
these  Conferences.  Those  Indians  who  can  help  themselves,  can 
"get  on,"  will  do   so  with  such  help  as  we  can  give   them.     The 
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others,  who  will  not.  or  cannot  support  themselves  after  a  fair  oppor- 
tunity is  given  them,  will  have  to  take  their  chances  in  the  poorhouses 
of  the  country,  under  our  regular  poor-laws,  I  very  much  fear.  Cer- 
tainly, to  perpetuate  the  reservations  and  the  separate  life  for  the 
Indian  people  is  not  to  fit  them  for  American  citizenship  or  for  self- 
support  in  civilized  life. 

Mr.  Pierce,  of  Connecticut. —  If  these  Indians  become  citizens, 
with  all  the  rights  of  citizens,  they  are  entitled  to  their  money.  The 
government  has  no  right  to  take  my  money,  and  it  should  have  no 
right  to  take  others'. 

Senator  Dawes. —  You  would  better  educate  the  Indian. 

Justice  Strong. —  When  allotments  are  made,  they  are  generally 
made  in  a  body.  That  is,  a  large  part  is  cut  off  from  a  reservation, 
and  a  large  number  of  Indians,  say  five  hundred  or  a  thousand,  are 
allotted  together  or  in  near  neighborhood  to  each  other,  and  they 
become  citizens  of  the  State  in  which  their  lands  are.  They  are  free 
from  taxation  for  twenty-five  years  :  they  are  to  be  under  the  custody 
of  the  State  government.  The  government  of  the  United  States  has 
no  right  to  establish  schools,  build  school-houses,  appoint  teachers  and 
pay  them  there,  and  yet  the  government  of  the  State  that  is  called 
upon  to  do  it  cannot  get  any  revenue  from  the  taxation  of  the  lands. 
These  allotted  lands  may  fill  up  an  entire  county.  Of  course  there 
will  be  indisposition  on  the  part  of  the  State  to  build  school-houses 
and  pay  school-teachers  for  such  an  Indian  County,  where  there  is 
no  revenue  from  the  Indians.  Some  provision  must  be  made  for 
that  by  Congress.  The  State  must  be  relieved  from  the  burden  of 
establishing  schools,  laying  out  roads,  building  school-houses,  and 
paying  teachers,  or  else  either  there  will  be  no  schools  or  they  will 
be  very  inferior,  and  there  may  be  no  roads  laid  out.  There  must  be 
some  provision  made  by  Congress  by  which  some  equivalent  shall  be 
given  for  tht  exemption  of  all  the  allotted  lands  from  taxation.  That 
can  well  be  made  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  remainder  of  the  reser- 
vation. ^' think  that  this  Conference  ought  to  speak  on  that  subject 
before  it  adjourns. 
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Thursday  Morning,  October  8. 


The  Conference  was  called  to  order  by  the  President  after  prayer 
by  Rev.  C.  L.  Thompson,  D.D.,  of  New  York. 

PSrmission  was  given  to  Rev.  W.  S.  Hubbell,  D.D.,  to  speak  on 
behalf  of  the  New  York  State  Indians. 

Dr.  Hubbell. —  I  listened  with  the  greatest  interest  to  the  discus- 
sion last  evening.  I  was  rejoiced  to  hear  Judge  Strong  make  the 
statement  that  in  his  opinion  it  is  not  wise  to  extend  the  civil  law 
over  the  reservations  at  present.  I  rejoiced  at  the  statement  of  good 
resulting  from  the  courts  of  the  Indians,  because  among  the  Indians 
of  New  York  there  is  something  resembling  this,  known  as  the 
"  peace-makers'  court."  It  is  the  intention  of  those  influencing  legis- 
lation at  Albany  to  abolish  this.  I  notice  in  the  North  American 
Review  E.  L.  Godkin  says,  "  The  capacity  of  the  State  for  interfering 
with  people  profitably  has  not  grown  in  anything  like  the  ratio  as  the 
popular  intelligence" ;  and,  although  he  does  not  refer  to  Indian  af- 
fairs, I  think  the  principle  holds  good  in  that.  I  wish  the  Indians  of 
New  York  could  be  let  alone  by  legislation  at  Albany  for  the  present. 
I  wish  it  might  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians  if  it  is  to  occur  at  all. 
It  should  not  at  least  imperil  their  interests.  The  Superintendent  of 
Census  of  the  Indians  east  of  the  Mississippi,  General  Carrington, 
said,  a  year  ago,  of  the  bill  of  last  year  which  Governor  Hill  refused 
to  sign,  that  it  could  not  have  been  drawn  by  a  lawyer  for  the  reason 
that  there  were  insuperable  legal  objections  to  the  carrying  of  it  out. 
The  conditions  of  the  Six  Nations  are  peculiar.  Of  their  eighty-eight 
thousand  acres  of  land,  fifty-three  thousand  are  said  to  be  subject  to 
the  Ogden  Land  Company,  which  antedates  the  Federal  Constitution. 
Had  that  bill  been  carried  into  effect,  it  would  have  given  fifty-three 
thousand  acres  of  land  to  the  Ogden  Land  Company  and  made  the 
Indians  homeless.  Such  things  have  made  the  Indians  feel  that 
legislation  is  not  in  their  interest.  On  the  Alleghany  reservation 
there  are  large  tracts  of  choice  land,  at  least  thirty-seven  hundred 
acres,  settled  by  white  men,  who  do  not  expect  to  go  away,  who  aim 
and  expect  to  have  that  land  in  fee.  The  entire  town  of  Salamanca 
has  two  miles  of  streets  occupied  by  people  who  have  leased  the  land. 
On  the  Corn  Planter  reservation  they  have  experimented  with  land 
in  severalty  for  twenty  years.  They  had  a  thousand  acres  of  land 
.given  to  them.  I  do  not  know  what  has  become  of  it.  It  includes 
now  about  six  or  seven  hundred  acres.  It  was  divided  in  187 1  by 
the  Friends.  One  man  has  four  hundred  acres  which  he  cultivates, 
and  that  is  about  all  that  is  cultivated.  The  allotment  of  land  is  not 
a   success   under  these   conditions.     But,   if   the    Indian   had   been 
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allowed  to  sell  to  the  white  men,  there  would  be  no  land  to  cultivate 
at  present.  I  could  wish  that  legislation  on  these  points  might  cease. 
What  the  Indians  need  is  Christian  education,  and  I  do  hope  that 
within  the  next  ten  years  all  the  Indians  will  be  able  to  take  their 
places  as  white  men,  and  will  have  some  of  their  land  left  to  live 
upon.  If  all  the  reservations  were  to  be  divided  to-day  among  the 
Indians  of  New  York,  there  would  be  less  than  fifteen  acres  to  a  man. 
Were  all  the  land  of  the  Alleghany  reservation  to  be  divided,  it  would 
be  less  than  seven  acres  to  a  man.  What  Indian  can  live  on  a  farm 
of  seven  acres  ?  They  need  Christian  education  and  industrial  edu- 
cation, which  shall  not  limit  them  to  being  farmers.  It  strikes  me  as 
cruel  that  the  Indian  should  be  compelled  to  do  that  which  we  do  not 
ask  for  white  men,  that  they  should  be  compelled  to  till  the  land 
instead  of  following  other  occupations.  It  would  be  a  good  thing  if 
Captain  Pratt  could  make  room  for  more  Indians  there.  He  has 
some  forty  of  the  youth  from  Tuscarora,  and  more  would  be  glad  to  go. 

A  word  concerning  the  report  of  Mr.  Garrett  on  the  New  York 
State  Indians,  which  has  been  presented  here  in  pamphlet  form.  It 
is  a  marvellous  reduction  from  the  report  of  eight  years  ago. 

Dr.  Hubbell  closed  by  reading  a  telegram  from  General  Carrington, 
saying  the  census  report  would  confirm  the  conviction  that  enforced 
immediate  severalty  for  the  Indians  of  New  York  would  only  confuse 
the  New  York  Indian  problem,  without  honor  to  the  whites  or  justice 
to  the  Indians. 

President  Gates. —  The  report  by  Mr.  Garrett  which  has  been 
referred  to  is  one  which  he  made  to  the  Board  of  Indian  Commis- 
sioners. Mr.  Garrett  visited  the  New  York  State  Indians  and  re- 
ported facts  as  he  found  them. 

Judge  Draper. —  I  am  sorry  this  matter  has  come  up  again.  It  is 
not  here  again  by  my  consent.  I  am  told  that  Dr.  Hubbell  has  so- 
licited the  opportunity  to  present  it  again,  and  that  it  was  reluctantly 
granted  by  the  Business  Committee. 

The  Chairman. —  That  statement  is  hardly  justified,  is  it? 

Judge  Draper. —  Very  well,  I  must  then  appeal  to  Dr.  Ward, 
chairman  of  that  committee,  to  state  whether  it  is  or  not. 

Dr.  Ward. —  I  will  say  that  Dr.  Hubbell  solicited  the  opportunity 
to  present  the  matter,  but  will  not  say  that  it  was  reluctantly  granted. 

Judge  Draper. —  That  is  sufficient.  From  the  statements  of  sev- 
eral members  of  the  committee,  I  thought  I  was  justified  in  saying 
that  the  committee  was  reluctant.  For  obvious  reasons  we  will  not 
ask  each  member  of  the  committee  to  fully  explain.  It  is  shown  that 
the  opportunity  to  open  up  the  matter  was  solicited.  That  is  all  I 
wanted  to  establish.  The  responsibility  is  not  with  me.  If  Dr.  Hub- 
beirs  peculiar  views  must  be  presented  again,  they  must  be  answered 
again. 

Briefly  let  me  state  the  facts.  There  are  seven  Indian  reservations 
in  this  State.  They  are  not  improving  morally.  The  situation  is 
very  bad  indeed.  The  report  of  Mr.  Garrett  clearly  establishes  that 
fact.  Dr.  Hubbell  says,  "  Let  them  alone."  Are  they  to  be  let  alone  ? 
The  devil  only  asks  to  be  let  alone.  Four  years  ago  I  came  into  this 
Conference  for  the  first  time.  I  was  asked  to  say  something  con- 
cerning the  New  York  reservations  because  1  was  officially  charged 
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with  the  duty  of  maintaining  schools  there.  I  stated  what  I  knew. 
It  was  the  truth  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge.  Bishop  Huntington 
was  here.  He  had  had  much  experience,  gained  through  mission 
work  among  these  Indians,  and  was  chairman  of  a  committee  having 
special  reference  to  them.  He  presented  a  report  setting  forth  in 
caustic  language  the  circumstances  which  prevail  upon  the  reserva- 
tions. I  arose,  and  asked  if  the  language  was  not  a  little  strong,  and 
at  my  suggestion  it  was  tempered  somewhat.  It  was  then  adopted, 
and  went  to  the  country.  I  knew  that  the  statements  were  true,  and 
that  I  could  stand  by  language  emanating  from  Bishop  Huntington 
and  adopted  by  the  Conference,  and  that  I  could  advocate  the  rem- 
edy adopted  by  the  Conference.  I  waited  some  time,  and  then 
adopted  the  language,  almost  word  for  word,  and  used  it  in  my  an- 
nual report.  Directly  I  was  severely  assailed  by  the  Buffalo  Pres- 
bytery. There  is  no  time  now  to  discuss  issues  of  fact  in  detail.  So 
I  accept  the  statement  of  facts  as  presented  by  Mr.  Garrett  after  an 
investigation  on  behalf  of  the  United  States  Board  of  Indian  Com- 
missioners.    What  does  Mr.  Garrett  say  ? 

"  The  abundant  testimony  taken  and  published  by  this  committee 
supports,  in  the  main,  Judge  Draper's  assertions.  His  language  was 
rather  strong  in  some  cases,  yet  it  was  essentially  true." 

I  take  it  that  a  State  officer,  attempting  to  call  public  attention  in 
a  great  State  to  a  public  evil,  is  entitled  to  state  the  facts  strongly, 
if  h€  states  them  truly,  I  had  indeed  supposed  he  would  be  entitled 
to  credit  for  it.  Mr.  Garrett  states  the  facts  more  in  detail,  and  he 
states  them  moderately ;  for  he  is  an  optimist  with  a  sunny  nature, 
and  he  makes  the  best  of  everything.  He  says :  It  may  be  truthfully 
stated :  (i)  That  schools  are  not  generally  encouraged  by  these  Ind- 
ians; (2)  That  there  is  an  indisposition  to  work  and  to  cultivate 
their  own  land;  (3)  That  their  tribal  organizations  are  a  positive 
disadvantage  to  them  in  the  way  of  improvement ;  (4)  That  the  mar- 
jiage  tie  is  loosely  regarded ;  (5)  That  they  are  inadequately  amen- 
able to  law,  civil  and  criminal;  (6)  That  the  English  language  is 
seldom  or  never  spoken  among  themselves ;  (7)  That  what  is  known 
as  Paganism,  a  species  of  barbarous  monotheism,  prevails,  and  is 
likely  to  so  long  as  the  Indians  are  isolated,  as  they  are  now ;  (8) 
That  the  reign  of  chiefs  does  not  favor  civilization  or  progress. 

There  is  one  statement  of  Dr.  Hubbell  which  needs  particular  at- 
tention. He,  and  those  who  think  with  him,  have  not  hesitated  to 
attribute  some  improper  motive  to  those  who  have  favored  the  Mo- 
honk  plan  of  abolishing  the  reservation  system  and  distributing  these 
Indian  lands  in  severalty.  This  morning  he  speaks  of  a  claim  known 
as  the  Ogden  Land  Company  Claim,  and  insists  that,  if  our  plan  is 
carried  out,  it  would  make  this  alleged  claim  valid,  and  so  the  Indians 
would  be  robbed  of  all  that  belongs  to  them.  The  fact  is  that 
the  legislative  committee,  which  exhaustively  investigated  this  whole 
matter,  made  special  report  of  this  particular  matter,  and  recom- 
mended that  no  legislative  action  should  be  taken  touching  the  dis- 
tribution of  these  lands  in  severalty  until  this  claim  was  settled.  I 
have  not  the  original  legislative  report  here;  but  Mr.  Garrett  has 
copied  extracts  from  it  in  bis  report,  and  I  read  from  that.  The  sec- 
ond and  third  recommendations  of  the  legislative  committee  are  as 
follows  :  — 
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(2)  "  That  the  legislature  request  the  general  government  to  lake 
action  to  extinguish  the  claim  of  the  Ogden  Company  to  the  lands  of 
the  Senecas,  and  that  portion  of  the  Tuscaroras'  covered  by  it. 

(3)  "  That  the  lands  of  the  several  reservations  be  allotted  in  sev- 
eralty among  the  several  members  of  the  tribes,  with  suitable  restric- 
tions as  to  alienation  to  whites,  and  protection  from  judgments  and 
other  debts,  but  such  division  not  to  go  into  effect  as  to  lands  af- 
fected by  the  Ogden  Company's  claim  until  that  claim  be  removed." 

Dr.  HuBBELL. —  That  may  be  in  the  report,  but  not  in  the  bill. 

Judge  Draper. —  I  am  surprised  at  that  statement.  I  think  it  is 
an  error.  I  have  not  a  copy  of  the  bill  here  ;  but  I  am  sure  that,  if 
that  provision  was  not  in  it,  I  should  have  heard  of  it  before  now.* 

The  situation  upon  these  reservations  is  worse  than  upon  the 
Western  reservations  in  many  respects.  There  is  no  police  force,  and 
no  check  upon  crime.  It  is  very  doubtful  if  the  criminal  laws  of  the 
State  apply  to  this  territory.  They  certainly  are  not  enforced.  The 
number  of  people  is  slowly  increasing.  Illiteracy  is  growing.  Some 
will  be  quick  to  ask  why  this  is  so,  when  the  State  maintains  schools 
there.  It  is  because  the  leaders  of  the  tribes  are  opposed  to  schools, 
and  we  have  no  authority  to  compel  attendance. 

Now,  I  have  a  single  word  in  conclusion.  I  cannot  understand 
what  makes  Presbyterian  ministers  so  contentious.  We  have  all 
agreed  here  upon  a  general  policy  concerning  Indian  reservations. 
I  have  been  trying  to  carry  out  that  policy.  I  have  had  something  to 
do  towards  securing  legislation  to  effect  it.  An  element  crowds  its 
way  in  here,  and  at  every  opportunity  says :  "  We  want  the  New  York 
reservations  let  alone.  We  want  it  quiet  at  Albany."  Do  you  sustain 
what  we  have  been  doing,  or  do  you  listen  to  this  opposing  voice  ?  I 
have  no  interest  in  the  matter  which  is  not  your  interest.  My  business 
in  life  is  not  likely  to  be  confined  to  Indian  reservations.  My  official 
duties  bring  me  only  into  incidental  contact  with  this  matter.  Except 
as  I  supposed  you  were  behind  me,  I  have  done  and  will  do  nothing, 
about  this  matter.  Some  things  ought  to  be  considered  settled.  If 
we  in  New  York  have  been  doing  as  you  would  do,  say  so,  and  say  it 
in  such  a  way  that  the  public  will  have  no  doubt  about  it.  If  not,  say 
that,  and  it  is  more  than  likely  that  there  will  be  no  radical  legislation 
touching  the  New  York  Indian  reservations  for  some  time  to  come. 

The  Chairman. —  I  think  I  ought  to  inquire  whether  Superintend- 
ent Draper  is  not  a  Presbyterian  ? 

Judge  Draper. —  In  a  modest  way  I  am  an  unworthy  elder  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 

Captain  Pratt. —  I  have  just  hired,  at  Carlisle,  a  man  to  take 
charge  of  our  trucking  and  farming  who  in  the  past  two  years  has 
rented  five  acres  of  land  close  to  the  town,  at  twenty  dollars  an  acre. 
He  has  a  wife  and  three  children,  and  a  house,  and  he  gets  his  living 
out  of  this  amount  of  land.  When  I  was  in  Tucson,  I  saw  two  China- 
men who  rented  four  acres  of  land  and  paid  $1.50  for  it.  They 
planted  it  with  vegetables,  and  appeared  to  be  making  a  pretty  good 
subsistence. 

A  paper  was  then  read  by  Captain  R.  H.  Pratt,  Superintendent  of 
the  Indian  Industrial  School,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

*See  statement  of  Judge  Draper  in  reference  to  this  matter  near  close  of  morning  session. 
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6o 
THE   WAY   OUT. 

BY   CAPTAIN    R.    H.    PRATT. 

My  theme  is  "  A  Way  Out,"  or  what  we  at  Carlisle  call  the  "  outing 
system."  The  Indians  are  walled  off  from  participating  in  our  civili- 
zation by  their  savagery  and  ignorance,  aided  by  the  reservation  and 
other  systems  we  have  adopted  for  and  forced  upon  them.  Their 
opportunities  to  see  and  hear  and  know  are  so  limited  that  they  are 
not  to  be  blamed  if  they  make  little  progress  in  the  arts  of  civilization. 
This  feature  of  their  case  struck  me  at  once  when  I  came  in  contact 
with  them  as  an  officer  in  the  army,  in  1867 ;  and  I  have  ever  since 
urged  foreign  emigrant  privileges  for  them,  and  that  our  civilization 
should  absorb  them,  and  not  they  adopt  our  civilization  and  continue 
separate  tribes  and  peoples. 

How  can  a  man  become  a  sailor  if  he  is  never  permitted  to  go  to  sea  ? 
Why  expect  a  boy  raised  in  exclusively  agricultural  surroundings  to 
become  anything  but  an  agriculturist  ?  If  the  Indians  cannot  partici- 
pate in  the  privileges  and  benefits  of  our  civilization,  they  are  not  to 
be  blamed  for  not  adopting  it.  If  the  youth  are  raised  and  continued 
in  the  surroundings  of  their  tribes  and  savagery,  we  should  find  no 
fault  with  them  for  remaining  tribes  and  savages. 

The  beginning  of  my  experiences  in  outing  Indians — that  is,  in  get- 
ting them  away  from  their  reservations  —  was  in  the  spring  of  1875, 
when  I  was  sent  by  the  War  Department  with  prisoners  to  Florida, 
and  the  distress  to  them  of  that  beginning  equalled  that  caused  by 
the  presence  of  certain  death.  We  had  chased  and  fought  a  good 
part  of  the  Cheyennes,  Kiowas,  Comanches,  and  some  Arapahoes  up 
and  down  through  the  western  part  of  the  Indian  Territory  from  July, 
1874,  to  April,  1875,  ^^^  ^^^  captured  many  hundreds  of  them,  who 
were  held  prisoners  at  Fort  Sill  and  at  the  Cheyenne  agency.  On  the 
recommendation  of  General  Sheridan,  the  government  determined  to 
send  the  bad  leaders  to  prison  in  Florida.  Seventy-four  were  placed 
in  irons;  that  is,  iron  rings  connected  by  a  short  chain  were  riveted  on 
their  ankles,  and  many  of  them  were  handcuffed  also.  One  Cheyenne 
woman,  named  Mochi,  was  thus  chained.  They  were  shipped  to  the 
railroad  in  army  wagons,  ten  in  a  wagon.  A  heavy  chain  fastened  to 
a  strong  staple  in  the  front  of  each  wagon-bed  was  passed  between  the 
legs  and  over  the  shackle  chain,  and  they  were  made  to  sit  down,  five 
on  a  side.  The  other  end  of  the  chain  was  fastened  to  the  rear  of  the 
wagon-bed  with  a  staple  and  padlock,  so  that  it  was  impossible  for  any 
of  them  to  get  out  except  they  were  loosened  by  the  guard.  As  we 
moved  away  from  Fort  Sill,  crowds  of  their  relatives  and  friends 
covered  the  high  points  as  near  as  they  were  permitted  to,  and  women 
wailed  and  gashed  themselves  with  knives.  Two  companies  of  infantry 
and  two  of  cavalry  protected  the  train,  marching  with  loaded  guns  in 
front  and  in  rear  and  on  the  sides.  At  night  the  prisoners  were  taken 
out  and  long  chains  were  padlocked  to  the  wheels  of  the  wagons  and 
the  prisoners  strung  on  these,  so  they  could  sleep  on  the  ground  be- 
tween the  wagons.  Guards  with  loaded  guns  marched  up  and  down 
each  side  of  each  string  of  prisoners.     When  we  reached  the  railroad, 
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they  were  loaded  into  cars,  which  most  of  them  had  never  seen  before. 
When  the  cars  began  to  move  rapidly,  many  of  the  Indians  covered 
their  heads  with  their  blankets  from  fear.  We  stopped  nine  days  at 
Fort  Leavenworth,  awaiting  the  orders  of  the  War  Department.  Gray 
Beard,  the  principal  chief  of  the  Cheyennes,  in  the  night-time  at- 
tempted to  commit  suicide  by  hanging  himself  with  a  piece  of  blanket 
he  had  torn  off  and  fastened  to  the  grate  in  the  window  and  around 
his  neck,  and  keeping  his  feet  off  the  floor  by  lifting  them  up.  He 
was  saved  by  the  waking  of  his  old  friend,  Minimic.  Vast  crowds  of 
people  were  gathered  at  every  stopping-place  on  our  way  as  we  passed 
on  through  St.  Louis,  Indianapolis,  Louisville,  Nashville,  Chattanooga, 
Atlanta,  and  Jacksonville,  to  the  old  Spanish  Fort  at  St.  Augustine, 
Fla. 

Above  Nashville,  Lean  Bear,  one  of  the  principal  Cheyenne  chiefs, 
attempted  to  commit  suicide  by  stabbing  himself  in  the  neck  and 
breast  with  a  small  pen-knife,  making  eight  wounds.  He  was  pro- 
nounced dead  by  a  surgeon  on  the  train,  and  I  left  the  lieutenant 
and  three  men  at  Nashville  to  bury  the  body ;  but  after  we  left  Nash- 
ville he  revived,  and  five  days  after  we  reached  St.  Augustine  he 
rejoined  the  party.  He  had,  however,  made  up  his  mind  to  die,  and 
steadily  refused  food  and  water  until  death  came.  Just  as  we 
reached  Florida,  passing  through  the  pine  woods  at  two  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  Gray  Beard,  who  had  tried  to  commit  suicide  at  Leaven- 
worth, secured  a  whole  seat  for  himself,  managed  to  elude  the  atten- 
tion of  the  guards  standing  in  each  end  of  the  car,  and  to  jump  out 
of  the  window  when  the  train  was  going  at  twenty-five  miles  an  hour. 
It  was  reported  to  me  at  once,  and  I  pulled  the  bell-rope  and  stopped 
the  train.  The  conductor  came,  and  backed  the  train  until  we  found 
where  he  had  struck  the  ground.  After  searching  for  him  for  some 
time  and  failing  to  find  him,  I  detailed  a  portion  of  the  guard  to 
remain  and  secure  him,  and  had  just  got  aboard  the  train  with  the 
rest  of  the  guard  when  Gray  Beard  came  out  from  under  palmetto 
bushes  near  the  train,  and  started  to  run  so  rapidly  that  the  guard  who 
saw  him  thought  he  had  gotten  his  shackles  off,  and  cried  out,  "  Here 
he  is,"  and  instantly  fired,  the  bullet  passing  through  Gray  Beard's 
bowels.  We  lifted  him  on  the  rear  car,  and  he  died  in  an  hour.  San 
Marco  had  been  fitted  up  as  a  prison,  so  that  it  was  simply  a  great 
pen,  so  walled  up  with  boards  inside  as  to  make  it  impossible  for 
them  to  get  out,  or  even  up  on  to  the  terreplein,  twenty  feet  above  the 
floor  of  the  court.  A  strong  guard  with  loaded  guns  marched  to  and 
fro  on  the  terreplein ;  and  the  Indians'  sole  outing-place  was  in  the 
court  below,  where  they  could  only  look  up  and  see  the  sky.  By  this 
time  the  heart  of  the  officer  in  charge  was  as  sad  and  heavy  as  the 
hearts  of  his  prisoners.  The  people  were  constantly  anxious  to  see 
the  Indians,  but  it  was  thought  best  to  allow  them  opportunities  only 
a  few  hours  two  days  in  the  week,  when  they  came  in  crowds,  as  to  an 
animal  show.  My  orders  from  the  War  Department  directed  me  to 
take  charge  of  the  prisoners  and  see  that  their  proper  wants  were 
supplied.  I  reasoned  that  their  proper  wants  included  all  the  gains, 
morally,  physically,  intellectually,  and  industrially,  that  could  be  made 
for  them  while  undergoing  this  banishment.  Against  the  protest  of 
the  commanding  officer  at  St.  Augustine,  I  assumed  that  I  was  en- 
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tirely  responsible,  and  that  it  was  my  business  to  determine  what  to 
do  and  how  to  do  it.  I  accordingly  removed  the  chains,  then  re- 
duced and  finally  dismissed  the  guard,  and  organized  the  young 
Indians  as  a  company,  placed  them  on  guard,  and  during  two  years 
and  a  half  there  was  not  a  single  violation  of  my  trust.  I  took  down 
and  removed  that  portion  of  the  fort  that  had  been  constructed  to 
keep  them  in  the  court,  and  built  a  house  on  the  terreplein,  where 
they  could  live  and  get  the  fresh  sea  air  and  look  out  upon  the  town, 
country,  and  ocean.  I  undertook  the  profession  of  school-teacher, 
first  myself,  then  aided  by  my  interpreter  and*Mrs.  Pratt,  and,  finally, 
by  some  of  the  good  ladies  of  St.  Augustine, —  Miss  Mather,  Miss 
Perit,  Mrs.  King  Gibbs,  and  Mrs.  Cooper  Gibbs,  also  Mrs.  Carruthers, 
of  Tarrytown,  N.Y.,  and  others,  with  a  session  of  one  and  a  half  to 
two  hours  daily.  I  removed  the  soldier  cook  and  appointed  Indians 
to  do  the  cooking,  built  an  oven,  got  a  baker  to  train  an  Indian  to 
bake  bread,  required  all  the  policing,  chopping  of  wood,  carrying  of 
water,  etc.,  to  be  done  regularly  and  systematically,  so  that  each 
Indian  had  some  work  to  do  each  day.  I  issued  army  uniforms  to 
them.  About  half  of  them,  not  being  cautioned,  cut  off  the  legs  of 
the  trousers  to  use  for  leggings,  throwing  away  the  upper  part.  To 
these  I  again  gave  new  trousers,  admonished  them,  and  had  no  more 
trouble. 

After  some  weeks  I  insisted  on  the  men  cutting  their  hair,  and  this 
was  a  sore  trial ;  but,  as  I  wore  my  hair  short,  a  little  argument  and 
sarcasm  secured  assent.  Then  paint  was  abolished,  and  there  was 
regular  bathing  in  the  sea.  Mr.  Ballard,  a  curiosity-dealer,  gave 
them  6,000  sea  beans  to  polish,  at  ten  cents  apiece.  After  a  while  we 
went  out  on  the  beach  and  searched  for  miles,  and  found  thousands 
of  sea  beans,  which  they  polished  and  sold  for  themselves.  Industry 
and  commercial  intercourse,  together  with  a  little  schooling,  kept 
their  minds  and  bodies  occupied,  and  comparative  contentment  grew. 
After  they  began  to  understand  English,  they  attended  the  different 
churches  of  the  town.  I  trusted  them,  and  they  trusted  me.  We 
became  great  friends  ;  and,  as  they  learned,  their  desire  for  a  higher 
and  better  life  grew.  I  bought  and  built  boats,  taught  some  of  them 
how  to  sail  and  row ;  and  they  took  visitors  to  the  beach  and  up  and 
down  the  coast,  and  thus  made  other  gains.  Later  on  I  began  send- 
ing them  out  individually  to  work.  Miss  Mather  and  Miss  Perit  first 
took  one  to  look  after  their  horse  and  cow,  do  errands,  keep  the  yard 
clean,  etc.  Every  morning  and  evening  he  went  from  the  fort  down 
through  the  town  to  their  home,  and  attended  to  his  duties.  From 
great  fear,  which  was  upon  all  the  people  when  they  arrived,  they,  by 
their  industry  and  good  conduct,  became  favorites  in  the  town,  until 
at  last  there  was  scarcely  any  person  opposed  to  the  Indians ;  and 
they  found  many  jobs, —  picking  oranges,  on  the  railroad  helping  to 
handle  baggage,  going  to  and  from  Tocoi,  in  the  saw-mill  handling 
logs  and  lumber,  grubbing  land,  etc.  I  need  not  attempt  to  tell 
you  all  that  occurred.  Three  years  wore  away,  and  they  were  re- 
leased. They  all  said  :  "  Give  us  our  women  and  children.  We  would 
rather  stay  here  than  go  back  to  our  reservations,  where  there  are  so 
many  Indians  as  bad  or  worse  than  we  were."  Their  proposition 
was  submitted   to  the  government,  but  the  opposition  of  a  narrow- 
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minded  Indian  agent  led  the  government  to  deny  their  request. 
Then  twenty-two  young  men  said,  "  We  would  rather  stay  East  a  few 
years  longer  and  go  to  school  than  to  go  home  now."  To  this  the 
government  said,  "  The  money  we  have  for  school  purposes  is  to  be 
used  for  the  youth  on  the  reservations."  My  desire  and  the  desire 
of  their  teachers  to  help  these  young  men  who  wished  to  stay  led  us 
to  go  begging,  and  among  the  good  people  who  visited  St.  Augustine 
we  found  those  who  would  undertake  the  expenses  of  this  one  and 
that  one  until  the  whole  twenty-two  were  provided  for.  Bishop 
Whipple  undertook  the  expenses  of  five ;  Mrs.  Burnham,  then  of 
Syracuse,  N.Y.,  took  four  and  sent  them  up  into  Central  New  York, 
near  Utica,  into  the  family  of  Rev.  Mr.  Wickes,  an  Episcopal  clergy- 
man, who  is  here  in  the  audience ;  Mrs.  Carruthers  took  one  to  her 
home  at  Tarrytown  ;  Mrs.  Larocque,  of  New  York  City,  paid  for  two ; 
and  others  one  each,  until  all  were  provided  for.  Seventeen  went  to 
Hampton,  and  thus  was  engrafted  Hampton's  noted  Indian  branch. 
All  the  others  returned  to  their  tribes  in  the  Territory.  I  urged 
General  Armstrong  to  get  the  Indians  out,  away  from  the  school, 
among  our  own  people.  He  sent  me  to  Berkshire,  Massachusetts, 
where,  with  the  help  of  Mr.  Hyde  of  Lee,  we  planted  a  vacation  colony 
of  the  "  Florida  boys,"  as  we  called  them,  among  the  farmers,  one 
here  and  one  there ;  and  so  that  work  began  and  grew,  and  has  been 
continued  in  Berkshire  and  elsewhere.  Mrs.  Pratt  and  I  went  to 
Dakota,  and  took  to  Hampton  fifty  more,  both  boys  and  girls.  Rev. 
C.  L.  Hall,  who  is  here  to-day,  gave  us  our  first  party,  some  of  them 
from  his  own  school.     I  was  detailed  to  stay  at  Hampton  for  a  time. 

In  the  fall  of  1879  Carlisle  Indian  School  was  born.  In  the  spring 
of  1880  we  did  a  deal  of  writing  and  talking,  and  succeeded  in  placing 
sixteen  boys  and  girls  among  the  farmers  in  Pennsylvania,  for  vacation 
only.  The  people  were  afraid  of  the  Indians,  and  the  Indians  were 
afraid  of  the  people ;  and  more  than  half  of  these  first  Carlisle  outings 
were  failures, —  some  after  a  few  days,  others  after  two  or  three  weeks. 
But  we  did  not  stop.  Next  year  we  more  than  doubled  the  number, 
and  kept  a  few  out  during  the  winter  in  public  schools.  The  next 
.  year,  and  every  year  thereafter,  the  growth  of  the  system  was  rapid, 
until,  during  the  fiscal  year  which  closed  June  30th  last  we  showed 
an  outing  list  numbering  662,  most  of  them  during  vacation.  413  of 
these  were  boys  and  249  girls.  More  than  200  of  these  remained  out 
during  the  winter,  living  in  families,  generally  treated  as  their  own 
children"  and  attending  public  schools  with  the  youth  of  our  own  race. 

We  have  insisted  that  Indians  should  be  treated  like  other  people, 
and  should  receive  pay  in  proportion  to  their  labor;  and  during 
vacation  our  boys  and  girls,  "lazy,  good-for-nothing  Indians,"  as 
they  are  called,  instead  of  idling  away  their  time  as  so  many  youth 
of  our  own  race  do  under  like  circumstances,  are  working  hard 
and  earning  money  for  themselves.  Their  total  earnings  the  past 
year  were  $20,266.30,  $4,064.27  of  which  was  earned  by  labor  per- 
formed at  the  school,  and  $16,202.03  outside  of  the  school.  Testi- 
monials from  their  employers  as  to  their  good  ability  and  character, 
by  the  hundred,  form  part  of  the  permanent  records  at  Carlisle ;  and, 
of  the  662  out  last  year,  only  20,  or  3^  per  cent.,  were  failures. 

The  outing  system  is  a  means  of  acquiring  the  English  language 
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and  what  goes  with  it  far  quicker  and  more  perfectly  than  it  can  be 
gained  in  any  school,  for  the  reason  that  all  their  talking  is  with 
English-speaking  people ;  and,  being  along  the  lines  of  civilized  life 
and  its  needs  innumerable,  other  important  things  are  learned  at  the 
same  time,  and  they  are  compelled  to  think  in  English.  The  outing 
system  breaks  down  their  old  prejudices  against  the  whites,  supersti- 
tion, and  savagery,  because,  not  being  surrounded  by  them,  all  such 
qualities  that  may  have  grown  up  within  them  in  their  tribes  fall  into 
"innocuous  desuetude."  No  plan  that  I  know  of  ends  the  prejudice 
of  the  white  race  more  rapidly  and  thoroughly.  The  whites  learn  that 
Indians  can  become  useful  men,  and  that  they  have  the  same  quali- 
ties as  other  men.  Seeing  their  industry,  their  skill  and  good  con- 
duct, they  come  to  respect  them.  Not  many  boys  or  girls  who  have 
been  at  the  Carlisle  School  three  years  or  more,  and  have  had  the 
privilege  of  this  outing  system,  but  have  warm  friends  among  the 
whites,  with  whom  they  keep  up  a  correspondence  after  their  re- 
turn to  the  school,  and  in  many  cases  after  they  return  to  their 
tribes,  where,  so  far  in  their  history,  the  inevitable  generally  con- 
signs them.  The  outing  system  broadens  the  whole  Indian  mind 
at  home  among  the  tribes  ;  for  the  boys  and  girls  so  out  correspond 
with  father  and  mother  and  other  friends  at  home,  and  the  thoughts 
of  those  who  do  not  get  the  privilege  of  leaving  the  reservation  are 
led  away  from  the  reservation.  When  the  youth  write  home  that  they 
are  kindly  treated,  and  of  the  many  privileges  and  opportunities  they 
have  to  learn  and  earn,  that  they  have  been  down  to  the  ocean,  or  to 
Philadelphia,  New  York,  or  even,  it  may  be,  to  Lake  Mohonk,  the 
thought  of  the  father  and  mother,  and  the  other  friends  who  get  this 
information,  is  led  into  different  channels  j  and,  slowly  but  surely,  the 
walls  that  surround  the  pen  in  which  those  at  home  are  placed  are 
lowered,  and  I  look  for  the  time  to  soon  come  when  they  will  them- 
selves break  away  from  their  hindrances  and  become  free  men  and 
free  women. 

In  all  these  years  I  have  learned  more  and  more  to  look  upon  our 
treatment  of  the  Indians  as  being  unjust  and  unchristian  in  its  reser- 
vation methods,  and  to  esteem  the  insidious  plans  we  are  constantly 
inaugurating  to  preserve  the  autonomy  of  the  tribes  as  being  the 
worst  of  all,  even  worse  than  the  wars  and  the  massacres  that  we 
have  perpetrated  upon  them.  Wars  and  massacres  destroy  life,  and 
they  expect  and  understand  that ;  but  reservations  and  the  systems  of 
keeping  them  out  and  away  from  our  civilization  and  our  national  life 
destroy  hope,  and  beget  a  despair  which  brings  recklessness  and 
greater  death,  which  they  do  not  understand. 

The  solution  of  the  Indian  problem  hinges  upon  the  destruction  of 
the  present  systems  and  in  the  devising  of  means  that  will  disinte- 
grate the  tribes  and  bring  them  into  association  with  the  best  of  our 
civilization.  Partial  destruction  of  past  systems  and  the  settling  on 
them  of  others  with  the  same  trend  will  not  accomplish  the  purpose. 
Lands  in  severalty,  unless  the  distribution  of  the  land  is  properly 
managed,  will  only  band,  bind,  and  confirm  the  tribal  power,  and 
serve  to  continue  the  hindering  of  their  civilization,  absorption- 
citizenship.  If  it  is  inevitable  that  they  must  occupy  lands  in  sever- 
alty and  not  be  allowed  to  get  away  and  become  individuals,  then 
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the  distribution  of  their  lands  should  be  in  alternate  sections  with 
the  white  man  ;  that  is,  there  should  be  an  Indian  and  a  white  man 
and  an  Indian  and  a  white  man  or,  better  still,  two  or  three  white 
men  between  each  two  Indians.  Purely  Indian  schools,  especially 
tribal  Indian  schools,  not  supplemented  by  actual  contest  with  the 
brain  and  muscle  of  the  other  youth  of  the  land,  will  not  bring 
them  into  possession  of  the  courage  and  ability  necessary  for  compe- 
tition with  us  as  a  useful  and  component  part  of  the  inhabitants  of 
this  pushing,  growing  country. 

DISCUSSION. 

Gen.  Eaton. —  I  should  like  to  have  some  one  inform  us  who 
purchases  the  lands  of  the  reservations  that  are  not  allotted  in  sever- 
alty ?  Is  there  any  provision  for  carrying  out  the  idea  of  having 
whites  and  Indians  in  alternate  sections  ? 

Senator  Dawes. —  In  all  of  the  agreements  that  were  ratified  it 
was  provided  that  the  land  purchased  should  be  open  to  the  home- 
stead settlers,  who  were  to  pay  for  it  the  sum  of  $1.25  an  acre,  except 
in  the  Sisseton  reservation,  where  they  were  to  pay  $2.50.  The 
proceeds  are  to  be  a  fund,  which,  in  each  particular  case,  had  its 
stipulations  and  limitations,  some  very  good  and  some  very  bad. 

Mr.  Tate. —  After  twenty  years'  missionary  experiences  among  the 
Indians  of  British  America,  I  feel  a  little  out  of  place  in  giving  those 
experiences  here.  I  have  crossed  the  line  before,  both  into  Alaska 
and  into  Washington.  In  that  region  the  white  people  have  come  in 
and  settled  alongside  the  Indians.  There  were  no  lines  drawn  for 
Indian  reservations.  The  white  people  came  in  and  settled  before 
there  was  a  survey  of  the  country  made.  When  the  Indians  saw  that 
the  land  was  being  taken  up,  the  government  said  to  them,  "  We  will 
make  no  reservations,"  but  they  gave  from  twenty-five  to  fifty  acres 
to  each  Indian  family.  On  this  basis  the  white  people  and  the 
Indians  were  settled  together.  Now,  after  thirty  years,  we  find  our 
Indians  civilized.  They  go  out  to  work  with  the  white  people,  and 
get  the  same  wages.  I  went  into  a  farm-house  the  other  day,  and 
asked  what  kind  of  laborers  they  employed.  "White  men,  China- 
men, and  Indians,"  they  replied.  "  Which  are  the  best  ?  "  I  asked. 
"  The  Indians  every  time."  They  do  their  work  without  complaining. 
They  are  taking  positions  not  only  in  the  fields,  but  in  the  work- 
shops. They  are  good  mechanics.  They  prove  themselves  a  suc- 
cess wherever  they  go. 

I  have  been  spending  some  days  at  the  Carlisle  School  because  we 
ourselves  are  organizing  an  industrial  school.  I  am  sure  it  will  be 
a  great  success.  "  The  Way  Out  "  is  to  civilize  and  Christianize  and 
make  these  Indians  citizens  of  equal  standing  with  the  white  people. 
The  Presbyterians  and  Methodists  are  doing  good  work  of  this  kind 
in  Alaska.  I  have  seen  a  good  deal  of  Mr.  Duncan's  work,  but  I 
cannot  agree  with  him  altogether  in  his  methods.  He  likes  to  get 
the  Indians  off  by  themselves,  away  from  white  people  and  the 
heathen.  It  seems  to  me  better  not  to  separatie  the  Indians  in  this 
way.  I  know  of  the  noble  work  Mr.  Duncan  has  done,  but  I  cannot 
help  feeling  that  contact  with  Christian,  white  civilization  is  better 
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for  the  people.  Mr.  Duncan  will  not  live  forever,  and  then  there  is 
only  one  Mr.  Duncan.  What  will  become  of  the  Indians  if  he  dies  ? 
is  a  question  that  is  often  asked.  It  has  been  replied  that  the  United 
States  government  will  take  care  of  them  in  that  case.  Undoubtedly, 
the  United  States  government  will  do  its  utmost ;  but  I  would  like 
to  see  a  better  way  out  of  the  difficulty  for  the  Alaska  Indians  than 
that  policy. 

You  have  read  of  the  cruelties  of  white  people  in  dealing  with 
Indian  prisoners.  They  have  cruelties  enough  among  themselves. 
A  young  man  came  to  me  from  Wrangel,  and  told  me  he  wanted  me 
to  write  a  letter  to  Washington  for  him.  He  said  his  mother  had 
been  murdered  by  the  Indian  doctors,  and  he  wanted  a  stop  put  to 
that  kind  of  thing.  He  said  there  was  a  chief  dying  in  the  village, 
and  the  medicine  man  came  and  practised  his  rites  day  after  day 
until  the  man  was  dying.  The  medicine  man  said  there  was  no  hope 
for  this  chief  unless  a  woman,  who  had  the  secret  of  his  disease, 
should  divulge  it.  This  woman  was  the  young  Indian's  mother. 
They  tied  her  up,  and  cut  one  of  those  terrible  canes  called  the 
"devil's  walking-stick,"  a  blow  from  which  poisons  the  skin,  and 
flogged  her  day  after  day  until  she  succumbed  to  the  torment.  It 
was  no  wonder  he  said  she  had  been  murdered.  Such  things  have 
come  to  an  end  on  the  frontier,  but  in  the  far-oflf  regions  of  the  inte- 
rior such  cruelties  are  still  practised.  In  regard  to  this  problem  of 
the  way  out,  I  trust  your  efforts  will  reach  to  Alaska.  We  want  to 
see  every  effort  made  to  lift  this  people  up,  because  they  are  capable 
of  making  good  men  and  women.  Schools  should  be  established 
everywhere  until  the  Indians  are  made  good  citizens  of  the  United 
States. 

President  Gates. —  We  are  always  very  glad  to  welcome  workers 
from  the  field.  It  is  to  those  who  are  giving  their  lives  with  such  self- 
sacrifice  that  we  always  bow.  Many  of  us  believe  that  Mr.  Duncan 
will  live  forever.  When  we  find  earnest  workers  who  differ  radically 
in  methods,  we  are  not  to  be  troubled.  Each  is  doing  good  in  his 
own  way. 

Rev.  C.  L.  Hall,  of  Fort  Berthold. —  I  found  my  way  seventeen 
years  ago  to  Dakota;  and  I  was  glad  to  welcome  Captain  Pratt  most 
heartily  when  he  came  for  his  first  pupils,  and  helped  him  with  all  my 
heart  He  and  others  have  been  doing  the  work  by  getting  the 
Indians  out.  In  the  missionary  spirit,  I  have  been  going  in,  and 
working  from  the  inside ;  and  those  of  us  who  are  working  from  the 
inside  will  meet  those  working  from  the  outside,  and  we  will  make  a 
tunnel  through. 

The  other  day  a  forked  pole  of  cotton-wood,  about  a  foot  through, 
on  which  an  old  buffalo  hide  had  been  tied,  which  had  stood  there 
useless  for  six  years,  fell  down.  Six  years  ago  a  great  booth  of  leaves 
and  branches  was  built  about  it,  and  the  sun  dance  was  performed ; 
and  men  swung  themselves  about  this  pole  by  setons  in  their  flesh 
until  the  flesh  pulled  out.  But,  through  lack  of  use,  the  pole  has 
loosened  and  fallen  down.  Somebody  came  to  me  and  said,  "  Your 
school-boys  pushed  that  over  the  other  night."  I  have  no  doubt  it 
was  so,  because  school-boys  in  Dakota  are  very  much  the  same  as 
5chool-boys  in  civilized  countries.     But  it  was  true  in  a  moral  and 
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spiritual  sense  that  my  school  boys,  and  giris,  too, —  for  the  giris  are 
better  than  the  boys, —  had  pushed  over  these  heathen  customs.  For 
the  might  of  those  little  hands  and  the  might  of  the  prayers  of  those 
young  hearts  might  well  push  over  these  wicked  ways,  and  bring,  civi- 
lization and  Christianity.  These  boys  and  girls  have  never  seen  the 
outside  of  the  reservation ;  but  th^y  have  seen  what  the  disciples  saw 
hundreds  of  years  ago, —  they  have  seen  Jesus.  It  may  be  a  good 
thing  to  see  a  grand  civilization  and  the  wonders  of  steam  and  elec- 
tricity, but  it  is  a  better  thing  to  see  the  Master;  for  then  they  will 
become  a  power,  and  overthrow  heathenism. 

Gen.  O.  O.  Howard. —  I  have  long  known  of  the  extraordinary 
transformation  from  darkness  to  light  of  the  Indians  under  Mr. 
Duncan.  When  Mr.  Duncan  was  asked  how  he  accomplished  it, 
without  stopping  to  formulate  an  answer,  he  said,  "  I  learned  the  lan- 
guage first,  then  I  went  over  among  those  Indians  and  planted  the 
Word  of  God  in  their  midst,  and  you  behold  the  result."  I  have  seen 
something  of  the  work  at  Fort  Simpson,  and  have  heard  the  Indians 
recite  the  Scriptures  there ;  and  I  could  not  help  thinking,  while  our 
brother  was  speaking  of  his  own  work,  how  this  primary  education 
of  the  heart  had  preceded  this  civilization,  and  made  it  possible. 
These  Indians  are,  many  of  them,  superior  to  many  of  the  white  men 
around  them  in  morals,  and  equal  to  them  in  work. 

The  reservation  system  in  the  past  was  a  necessity.  It  was  a  pro- 
tection against  the  greed  of  the  white  men ;  but  I  welcome  such  schools 
as  those  at  Hampton  and  Carlisle,  where  we  can  send  these  young 
men  out  from  the  reservations  among  civilized  people.  I  also  wel- 
come the  faithful,  earnest,  steady  Christian  work  of  the  reservations. 
Sometimes  we  get  very  crass  ideas  about  Indians.  We  must  remem- 
ber that  they  are  savages,  that  they  have  murdered  women  and  chil- 
dren, and  have  been  guilty  of  the  most  terrible  outrages,  and  that 
those  who  want  to  do  right  are  obliged  to  put  forth  all  their  energy. 

Mr.  CoppocK. —  Captain  Pratt's  plan  leads  to  great  difficulties.  All 
that  he  says  and  does  I  like,  and  I  wish  there  were  ten  times  as  much 
of  that  work  ;  but  I  do  not  see  how  it  can  be  practically  carried  out. 

Captain  Pratt. —  The  point  I  make  is  that  the  old  method  does  not 
bring  the  Indians  into  relations  with  the  white  people.  I  do  not  care 
how  you  go  about  it.  Buffalo  Bill  does  it  one  way,  and  Carlisle  will 
do  it  in  another  way.  You  may  get  an  Indian  into  civilization  by  a 
great  many  different  roads ;  but  you  ought  to  pull  them  in,  to  let  them 
learn  to  stand  alone  and  be  men.  The  little  children  we  have  to  take 
care  of.  There  are  less  than  250,000  Indians.  There  are  many  cities 
in  this  country  with  a  much  larger  population  than  that.  We  work 
here  with  all  our  might  and  main  to  keep  them  Indians,  to  keep  them 
separate.  We  can  pull  in  600,000  Americans,  and  distribute  them ; 
and  they  are  mostly  old  fellows, —  hard  old  fellows,  too.  Some  of 
them  go  into  jails,  some  into  poorhouses.  They  learn  by  what  they 
have  to  go  through.  Let  the  Indian  go  through  the  same  course,  and 
place  him  where  he  can  use  the  powers  God  has  given  him.  You 
expect  him  to  till  the  land ;  but  what  if  he  is  too  far  from  a  market  ? 
I  would  blow  the  reservations  to  pieces.  I  would  not  give  the  Indian 
an  acre  of  land.  When  he  strikes  bottom,  he  will  get  up.  I  never 
owned  an  acre  of  land,  and  I  never  expect  to  own  one. 
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Mr.  CoppocK. — This  is  not  a  matter  of  pleasantry  to  me.  I  mean 
business.  Suppose  I  mention  the  Cheyennes  and  the  Arapahoes. 
There  are  a  great  many  old  people  among  them.  The  children  are 
under  the  control  of  the  grandmother.  How  can  we  get  the  children 
from  these  people  if  their  father,  mother,  and  grandmother  are  unwill- 
ing? I  want  to  know  how  you  ^e  going  to  get  the  Indians  out 
among  the  white  people  ?  The  foreigners  want  to  come.  The  Indian 
does  not  want  to  go.  They  want  to  get  as  far  as  possible  from  the 
white  people.  I  want  to  know  practically  how  you  are  going  to  break 
up  the  reservations.  You  can  divide  up  the  land ;  but  what  is  going 
to  become  of  good,  intelligent  Indians,  who  cannot  speak  English,  who 
know  nothing  of  business,  and  who  would  not  know  how  to  guide  a 
plough  if  they  had  one. 

President  Gates. —  A  brilliant  French  woman,  who  sat  at  dinner 
next  a  philosopher,  said  to  him,  with  a  charming,  persuasive  tone : 
"  They  tell  me  that  you  have  invented  a  new  theory  of  the  universe. 
Tell  it  to  me  in  a  word."  If  we  could  get  the  solution  of  this  Indian 
problem  in  a  word,  we  should  be  happy.  Perhaps  Mr.  Lyon,  chair- 
man of  the  Purchasing  Committee  of  Indian  Supplies,  will  give  us 
some  hint. 

Mr.  Lyon. —  Having  served  so  many  years  in  the  Indian  work, 
what  I  know  about  the  system  I  could  not  tell  in  five  minutes.  I  do 
not  think  even  General  Armstrong  could  get  old  Indians  to  learn 
much  after  they  are  forty  years  old. 

Voices. —  Oh,  yes,  yes ! 

Mr.  Lyon. —  Well,  I  do  not  think  they  would  be  good  scholars. 
Suppose  we  have  land  in  severalty,  and  you  give  the  Indians  ploughs, 
and  everything  of  the  kind,  they  do  not  know  how  to  use  them. 
There  are  good  teachers  for  the  schools,  but  very  few  to  teach  farming. 
The  Indian  needs  to  be  taught  how  to  use  a  plough  and  a  shovel  and 
an  axe.  He  cannot  get  a  living  off  the  land  without  this  instruction. 
The  only  solution  of  that  difficulty  is  to  get  farmers  for  instructors. 

Dr.  Strieby. —  There  seems  to  be  a  disposition  to  disparage  the 
work  that  we  have  begun.  I  want  to  ask  Captain  Pratt  whether  he 
would  break  up  what  is  going  on  now,  and,  if  he  would,  how  will  he 
accomplish  the  thing  that  is  to  be  done. 

Captain  Pratt. —  I  answered  that  question  last  January,  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners. 

Mr.  Meserve. —  As  superintendent  of  the  largest  Indian  school 
east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  I  do  not  feel  that  Captain  Pratt  dispar- 
ages our  work  in  the  least.  We  are  endeavoring  to  find  out  the  best 
lines  that  he  has  worked  on,  and  to  follow  out  those  lines.  I  was 
much  interested  in  Captain  Pratt's  paper,  and  I  hope  all  the  speakers 
will  confine  themselves  to  what  he  has  said  as  to  the  importance  of 
the  outing  system.  Two  years  ago  I  was  appointed  superintendent 
of  the  Haskell  Indian  School.  Almost  the  first  thing  General  Morgan 
said  to  me  was,  Go  down  and  see  Pratt,  and  go  out  with  him  and  see 
the  pupils  under  the  outing  system ;  and,  as  Captain  Pratt  well  knows, 
I  went  through  various  parts  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey,  right 
into  the  families  where  the  Indian  boys  and  girls  were.  I  saw  how 
they  lived  and  were  treated.  They  sat  at  the  same  table  with  the 
father  and  mother  and  children  of  the  family,  and  were  treated  just 
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as  well.  I  have  done  something  of  this  myself.  I  have  had  since 
last  March  at  least  ten  pupils  on  the  outing  system  for  a  longer  or 
shorter  period  of  time.  The  day  before  I  came  here  I  received  a 
letter  from  a  gentleman  in  Butler  County,  Kansas,  who  said,  Your 
boys  down  here  are  doing  more  to  solve  the  Indian  problem  than  all 
the  other  things  in  the  country.  The  political  people  here  of  all 
kinds  are  agreed  on  this  one  thing, —  that  these  boys  and  girls  are 
faithful  and  good  workers. 

One  of  our  Sioux  boys  was  working  with  a  Fanners'  Alliance  man. 
I  said,  **  How  is  the  Sioux  boy  getting  on  ?  "  •*  Come  with  me,"  he 
said.  I  went  into  a  field  of  five  hundred  acres  of  wheat.  They 
were  cutting  it  with  a  binder,  and  the  white  man  and  Brockway  Bean 
Shield  were  putting  the  wheat  up.  I  saw  at  once  that  Brockway 
Bean  Shield  was  doing  more  than  half  the  work,  and  the  white  man 
was  playing  it  on  him.  Said  I  to  the  doctor,  "  What  are  you  paying 
that  white  man  ?  *'  "  Fifteen  dollars  a  month,"  he  answered.  When 
the  Sioux  boy  went  to  this  man,  the  agreement  was  that  he  should 
pay  him  whatever  he  was  worth,  as  it  was  an  experiment.  '*  Now,"  I 
said,  "  what  are  you  going  to  pay  the  boy } "  "  You  see,"  said  he, 
"  he  works  along  with  the  white  man,  he  goes  to  work  early,  and 
besides  that  takes  care  of  the  stable  and  works  after  supper ;  and  I 
shall  pay  him  just  the  same  as  I  do  the  man."  So  there  is  an  Indian 
getting  the  same  pay  as  a  white  man,  fifteen  dollars  a  month.  One 
of  our  Cheyenne  boys  is  working  by  the  day  in  a  harness-shop,  and 
is  receiving  a  dollar  and  a  half  a  day.  From  my  two  years'  experi- 
ence I  have  not  seen  any  influence  that  is  tending  so  strongly  to 
remove  prejudice  against  the  Indians  as  this  outing  system.  I  am 
trying  to  find  places  where  my  boys  and  girls  can  go  out  and  be  like 
sons  and  daughters  in  the  families.  I  want  the  Indian  boy  and  girl 
to  have  just  as  good  a  chance  to  get  out  of  the  reservation  as  I  had 
to  get  out  of  the  little  New  England  village  and  do  my  life-work. 

Gen.  Eaton. —  Our  attention  is  directed  to  an  exceedingly  impor- 
tant point.  About  seventy  thousand  dollars  is  expended  to  assist  in 
giving  agricultural  instruction  to  the  Indians.  I  believe  in  that.  It 
is  no  new  idea.  But  I  want  to  suggest  that  this  is  not  done  in  the 
best  way.  This  seventy  thousand  dollars  is  largely  wasted.  We 
have  in  this  country  no  doctors  of  farming.  The  farmer  here  has 
been  opposed  to  "  book  "  farming.  They  have  been  slow  to  accept  the 
influence  of  scientific  instruction.  Look  at  the  French  people  1 
They  are  a  logical  people.  What  do  they  do  ?  They  have  their  col- 
leges of  agriculture,  and  the  young  men  are  trained  in  that  depart- 
ment thoroughly.  They  are  sent  abroad  to  study  the  best  methods. 
Then  the  best  men  from  these  colleges  are  selected  as  assistant  farm- 
ers ;  and  they  are  sent  out  among  the  poor  farmers,  where  the  soil  is 
poor  and  the  men  are  ignorant,  and  they  guide  these  poor  farmers  in 
the  methods  of  doing  the  best  things.  This  seventy  thousand  dollars 
appropriated  by  Congress  could  receive  such  emphasis  from  this 
Conference  as  to  induce  the  authorities  to  send  to  every  place  where 
there  is  to  be  an  assistant  farmer,  a  man  competent  and  fit  in  char- 
acter and  qualifications  to  do  this  work,  and  you  would  revolutionize 
the  business  in  a  very  few  years. 

Dr.  Harding. —  Suppose  an  Indian  takes  up  his  land  in  severalty 
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right  in  the  middle  of  the  reservation,  and  some  squatter  comes  in 
and  disputes  his  right  and  gets  possession  :  how  can  that  Indian  in 
the  middle  of  the  reservation,  with  no  civilization  around  him,  get 
that  man  out  ? 

President  Gates. —  We  generally  give  those  hard  conundrums  to 
Senator  Dawes. 

Senator  Dawes. —  The  man  who  takes  up  his  land  in  severalty  has 
his  title  given  him  by  the  United  States,  which  covenants  with  him  to 
hold  it  for  him, —  a  covenant  that  cannot  be  broken  except  with  the 
consent  of  both  parties.  The  United  States  holds  this  land  exclu- 
sively for  their  use,  and  it  is  just  as  much  the  duty  of  the  United 
States  to  maintain  the  Indian  in  that  possession  as  it  is  for  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  obey  his  oath  of  ofl&ce.  The  attorney 
of  the  United  States  has  sworn  to  execute  all  of  the  laws  in  the 
courts  of  the  United  States.  He  has  an  assistant  in  every  State  and 
Territory ;  and,  if  they  have  more  than  they  can  do,  the  United  States 
laws  have  authorized  them  to  employ  additional  aid. 

President  Gates. —  What  would  be  the  natural  and  simple  method  of 
procedure  ? 

Senator  Dawes. —  The  Indian  should  go  to  the  first  United  States 
officer  that  he  can  reach.  There  are  a  dozen  of  them  in  every  State, 
but  the  best  man  is  the  district  attorney.  The  method  of  adminis- 
tering the  laws  of  the  United  States  is  a  system,  and  it  has  ramifica- 
tions everywhere.  There  are  often  cases  where  men  fail  because  of 
the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land,  and  the  interest  involved ;  but 
they  are  exceptions.  A  man  who  is  unfortunate  enough  to  take  up 
land  in  severalty  in  the  middle  of  the  reservation  is  like  the  poor 
pioneer  who  locates  on  a  quarter  section  away  from  every  one  else. 
The  time  will  come  when  civilization  with  all  its  interests,  the  church, 
the  school-house,  the  business  office,  will  come  to  him ;  but,  if  he 
ventures  to  go  out  a  hundred  or  two  hundred  miles  from  civilization, 
he  must  be  patient,  and  must  bear  with  the  incidents  of  hardship  that 
come  to  the  pioneer. 

President  Gates. —  Would  he  naturally  apply  to  his  agent  as  the 
proper  officer  to  protect  him  ? 

Senator  Dawes. —  The  agent  is  no  longer  his  agent,  but  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  agent  to  see  that  the  interest  of  every  Indian  is  promoted 
wherever  it  can  be.     He  is  not  fit  to  be  an  agent  unless  he  does  this. 

Hon.  J.  H.  Oberly. —  I  confess  that,  after  listening  to  all  that  has 
been  said,  I  am  somewhat  in  doubt  as  to  what  the  legal  status  of  the 
Indian  is.  The  act  of  1885  has  two  clauses,  one  applying  to  Indians 
on  reservations  in  Territories,  the  other  applying  to  Indians  on  reser- 
vations in  States.  The  Territories  are  passing  away  rapidly.  The 
State  has  absolute  authority  over  every  acre  of  land  except  that 
which  is  reserved  by  authority  of  the  United  States  for  military,  Ind- 
ian, or  other  national  purposes.  Suppose  that  under  the  operation 
of  the  Act  of  Severalty  an  Indian  were  to  take  his  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land  in  the  middle  of  a  reservation  in  a  State.  Now, 
I  know  that,  if  a  white  man  were  to  enter  upon  and  take  possession  of 
the  Indian's  allotment,  the  Indian  might  appeal  to  the  authority  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  United  States,  being  the  trustee  of  the 
Indian,  might  oust  the  intruder ;  but  this  would  have  to  be  done  by 
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some  legal  process,  for  it  must  not  be  forgott^  that  the  moment  an 
Indian  takes  land  in  severalty  on  a  reservation, —  Ihat  moment  that 
portion  of  the  *  reservation,  that  particular  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  it,  passes  out  of  the  reservation,  and  becomes  the  property 
of  a  citizen, —  the  property  of  its  Indian  owner.  It  is  no  longer 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States  government.  The  authority 
of  the  Indian  agent  over  it  no  longer  exists.  No  longer  does  the 
authority  of  any  officer  of  the  United  States  exist  over  it.  Suppose 
now  a  white  man  should  enter  that  land  and  commit  some  crime, 
say  one  of  the  seven  crimes  that  have  been  mentioned,  against  the 
Indian  owner's  person  or  the  person  of  any  of  his  family.  What 
would  be  the  Indian's  remedy  ?  What  could  he  do  >  Into  what 
court  of  that  State  could  he  go,  demanding  justice  ?  Is  it  not  possi- 
ble that,  while  in  the  letter  of  the  law  you  have  given  to  the  Indian 
land-owner  in  severalty  the  legal  status  of  the  white  man,  you  have 
taken  him,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  out  of  the  protection  of  the  general 
government,  and  have  not  placed  him  securely  under  the  protection 
of  the  State  government  ? 

Senator  Dawes. —  I  want  to  ask  this  Western  man  if  he  never 
knew  of  a  pioneer  going  so  far  as  to  be  outside  of  a  county  organiza- 
tion, and  making  his  home,  and  waiting  until  the  State  included  him  in 
the  county  ?  That  is  always  happening.  Pioneers  are  always  waiting 
for  county  lines  to  be  established,  and  until  that  time  the  general  law 
of  the  State  attaches  him  for  all  civil  and  criminal  purposes  to  the 
adjacent  county.  That  is  the  law  of  the  United  States  in  the  States. 
There  will  always  be  pioneers  until  there  are  enough  people  together 
to  make  a  county.  Then  the  State  will  embrace  them  in  a  new  county 
and  establish  a  court  for  them  ;  but  until  tAat  is  done,  as  I  have  said, 
the  general  law  says,  for  all  civil  and  criminal  purposes,  they  are 
attached  to  the  adjacent  county. 

Mr.  Oberly. —  But  this  is  not  attached  to  any  county,  being  in  the 
midst  of  the  reservation. 

Senator  Dawes. —  It  may  not  adjoin  it,  but  it  is  attached  to  the 
nearest  county,  notwithstanding.  There  is  no  trouble  about  this.  I 
am  surprised  that  a  Western  man  should  ever  find  any  trouble  in  the 
application  of  the  law.  To  an  Eastern  man  like  me  there  might  be 
trouble.  They  are  adding  new  counties  every  year,  excepting  Illinois, 
which  is  quite  full. 

Mr.  Frank  Wood,  of  Boston. —  For  the  past  fifteen  years,  as  well  as 
I  could, I  have  studied  this  Indian  question,  looking  at  it  from  a  busi- 
ness man's  standpoint.  Fourteen  years  ago  some  of  us  who  were  in- 
terested in  the  welfare  of  the  Indian  came  to  the  conclusion  that  not 
much  could  be  accomplished  till  the  reservation  system  had  been 
done  away  with.  We  formed  an  association  whose  name  indicates  its 
purpose,  the  Boston  Indian  Citizenship  Committee.  The  law  giving 
severalty  in  land  and  citizenship  for  the  Indian  has  since  been 
passed.  It  is  certain  that  the  severalty  law  is  not  enough.  I  cannot 
undertake  to  say  what  is  the  best  way  to  give  the  Indians  a  system  of 
law,  but  it  has  been  settled  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  in  the  case  United  States  v.  Kagama  that  the  United  States 
can  legislate  for  the  Indians  through  Congress.  I  believe  that  a 
great  civilized  and   Christian   people  can  remedy  any  wrongs  that 
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exist  in  this  country  wjien  they  will  set  about  it.  The  Congress  of 
the  United  States  can  legislate  for  and  enact  laws  to  control  and 
protect  these  people,  and  do  it  properly,  and  thus  give  thenv  the  right 
start  toward  Christianity  and  civilization.  I  do  not  know  whether 
the  so-called  Thayer  Bill  is  the  right  bill ;  although  about  two  years' 
time  were  given  to  frame  it,  and  it  has  been  approved  by  some  of  the 
best  lawyers  in  the  country.  If  not  the  best,  give  us  something  better. 
I  agree  with  Senator  Dawes  that  this  question  is  surrounded  with  the 
greatest  difficulties.  Judge  Lowell,  who  approved  the  Thayer  bill, 
has  said  that  it  was  almost  impossible  to  draw  a  bill  that  would  pro- 
tect these  people  in  their  rights.  I  am  sure  that  the  difficulties  can 
be  overcome,  and  that  our  honored  friend  Senator  Dawes  will  join 
with  us  to  help  us  do  this  thing.  We  must  have  law  as  the  basis 
of  all  progress,  either  educational  or  industrial.  Everything  en- 
couraging that  has  been  reported  here  by  Captain  Pratt  and  Lieuten- 
ant Wotherspoon  has  been  done  in  this  way.  First  they  gave  their 
Indians  law,  and  then  they  gave  them  work.  The  United  States  sent 
Lieutenant  Wotherspoon  twice  to  the  Apaches  as  an  agent  of  civiliza- 
tion. The  first  time  it  sent  him  with  a  musket  in  his  hand,  and 
Geronimo  chased  him  all  over  the  south-west.  The  government  sent 
him  again  on  a  peaceful  mission  of  civilization  and  Christianization ; 
and  now  Geronimo  is  a  justice  of  the  peace,  enforcing  law  and  order 
in  his  court  at  Mount  Vernon,  Ala.  The  benefit  of  law  to  the  indi- 
vidual depends  on  his  relation  to  it.  It  both  punishes  and  protects. 
It  does  not  civilize  a  man  to  give  him  a  chance  to  be  hung  for 
murder,  or  to  be  punished  for  any  of  the  seven  crimes  enumerated 
in  the  act  partially  extending  the  criminal  law  over  the  reservations, 
especially  when  the  nearest  court  is  from  one  to  four  hundred  miles 
away,  and  it  will  involve  loss  of  time,  trouble,  and  expense  to  attend 
the  trial.  It  is  well  known  that  crime  is  continually  covered  up  on 
the  reservations,  because  witnesses  do  not  dare  to  tell  of  it.  They 
do  not  want  to  be  carried  into  another  State,  hundreds  of  miles  from 
home,  and  locked  up  for  months ;  and  they  do  not  tell  of  the  crimes 
they  see  committed.  It  does  not  pay.  And  we  would  not  be  willing 
to  testify  if  we  were  in  their  places.  We  want  to  bring  law  to  these 
people.  We  want  their  property,  their  persons,  their  rights,  protected 
by  the  common  law  of  the  land,  that  protects  us.  We  want  them  to 
feel  that  they  are  surrounded  by  the  peaceful  but  powerful  influence 
of  law  that  protects  all  civilized  society.  What  security  would  we  feel 
to-day  if  the  law  was  not  our  protector,  even  in  this  beautiful  spot  ? 
I  have  heard  over  and  over  again  from  the  field  that  the  Indians  feel 
that  the  great  need  is  law  to  protect  them,  and  without  it  they  have 
no  encouragement  to  accumulate  property  or  make  any  real  progress. 
I  have  received  a  letter  touching  this  point  since  coming  here  from 
Dr.  Eastman.     I  will  read  a  part  of  it :  — 

"  Since  I  came  out  among  the  Ogalallas,  I  am  strongly  convinced 
of  the  need  of  established  law  and  courts  among  the  Indian  tribes, 
especially  these  here.  At  present  there  is  not  much  order  among 
them.  My  close  observation  convinces  me  that  these  people  are 
doing  pretty  much  as  they  please  as  regards  their  morals.  The 
policemen  inform  me  again  and  again  that  the  people  are  falling 
away  very  much  since  the  late  trouble.     Some  of  the  most  progres- 
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sive  among  the  policemen  say  that  the  police  force  is  a  farce  without 
law.  I  sincerely  hope  that  the  so-called  Thayer  Bill  will  have  some 
attention  yet.  Schools  are  very  good,  but  cannot  be  fully  appreciated 
and  utilized  until  some  order  and  law  is  established  within  the  reser- 
vation. I  hear  again  and  again  the  expression  from  the  Indians,  '  I 
cannot  accumulate  any  property,  for  there  is  no  law  to  protect  it.*  I 
say,  Give  them  more  work  here  at  home,  and  law  and  courts  t9 
protect  their  persons  and  property." 

Since  our  meeting  last  night,  when  favorable  opinions  from  Indian 
agents  on  agents'  Indian  courts  were  quoted  as  furnishing  a  good 
substitute  for  law,  I  have  looked  up  some  more  disinterested  opinions 
on  the  necessity  of  law.  I  thought  that  asking  an  agent's  opinion  of 
an  agent's  court  was  a  good  deal  like  asking  a  fox  what  he  thought 
of  poultry.  The  Indians'  court  is  appointed  by  the  Indians'  agent. 
It  administers  no  code.  The  will  of  the  agent  is  its  only  law,  and 
through  this  court  the  agent  has  his  chief  power.  He  can  at  will  alter 
or  set  aside  the  decisions  or  remove  the  judges.*  I  never  heard  of  a 
decision  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the  agent. 

The  Indian  judges  are  not  fools.  They  know  well  enough  that,  if 
their  decisions  do  not  suit  the  agents,  others  would  get  their  places, 
and  they  would  lose  the  positions  that  give  them  importance  in  the 
tribe.  The  decisions  are  also  invariably  in  favor  of  the  relatives  of 
the  judges.  How  would  we  like  to  have  our  lives  and  property  sub- 
ject to  the  decisions  of  such  courts  ? 

All  the  most  careful  students  of  the  Indian  question  agree  that 
without  law  little  or  no  permanent  progress  can  be  made. 

In  1876  Indian  Commissioner  J.  Q.  Smith,  one  of  the  best  com- 
missioners we  have  ever  had,  said :  — 

**  Year  after  year  we  expend  millions  for  these  people  in  the  faint 
hope  that  without  law  we  can  civilize  them.  That  hope  is  a  long 
disappointment,  and  year  after  year  we  repeat  the  folly  of  the  past. 
That  the  benevolent  efforts  of  the  government  have  proved  so  largely 
fruitless  is,  in  my  judgment,  due  more  to  its  failure  to  make  these 
people  amenable  to  our  laws  than  to  any  other  cause  or  to  all  other 
causes  combined.  I  believe  it  to  be  the  duty  of  (Congress  at  once  to 
extend  over  Indian  reservations  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States 
courts,  and  to  declare  that  each  Indian  in  the  United  States  shall 
occupy  the  same  relation  to  the  law  that  a  white  man  does.  This 
suggestion  is  the  most  important  I  have  to  make." 

In  1878  the  Indian  Commissioner,  in  his  annual  report,  quotes  the 
Nez  Perc^  Chief  Joseph,  one  of  the  greatest  men  this  country  has 
produced,  as  saying :  — 

"  The  greatest  want  of  the  Indians  is  a  system  of  law  by  which  con- 
troversies between  Indians  and  Indians  and  Indians  and  white  men 
can  be  settled  without  appealing  to  physical  force.  Indians  under- 
stand the  operation  of  laws ;  and,  if  there  were  any  statutes,  the  Ind- 
ians would  be  perfectly  content  to  place  themselves  in  the  hands  of 
a  proper  tribunal,  and  would  not  take  the  righting  of  their  own 
wrongs  into  their  own  hands,  or  retaliate,  as  they  do  now." 

In  1879  General  Miles  in  the  North  American  Review  quotes  Chief 
Joseph's  words, —  *'  The  greatest  want  of  the  Indians  is  a  system  of 
law,"  etc., —  and  added,  "  Do  we  need  a  savage  to  inform  us  of  the 
necessity  that  has  existed  for  a  century  ? " 
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General  Crook  has  always  held  that  the  extension  of  law  to  the 
reservations  was  essential  and  preliminary  to  Indian  progress  and 
civilization. 

In  1887  Bishop  Hare  says :  "  The  accursed  condition  of  things  on 
Indian  reservations  is  an  outrage  upon  the  one  Lawgiver.  It  is  a  dis- 
grace to  our  land.  It  should  make  every  man  who  sits  in  the 
national  halls  of  legislation  blush.  And  wish  well  to  the  Indian  as 
we  may,  and  do  for  him  what  we  will,  the  efforts  of  civil  agents, 
teachers,  and  missionaries,  are  like  the  struggles  of  drowning  men 
weighted  with  lead,  as  long  as,  by  the  absence  of  law,  Indian  society 
is  left  without  a  base." 

Rev.  A.  T.  RiGGS. —  I  can  give  my  personal  testimony  about  the 
Indian  police  courts.  I  believe  them  to  be  entirely  inadequate. 
While  the  Indian  has  a  sentiment  of  justice,  he  has  no  idea  of  general 
justice.  His  name  for  '*  different "  and  "  enemy  "  is  the  same  word. 
The  idea  of  justice  is  not  increasing.  The  point  that  Mr.  Wood  has 
made  is  correct.  The  court  shows  only  the  mind  of  the  agent  It  is 
doing  some  good  work.  It  helps  the  agent.  But  it  would  be  much 
better  for  the  interests  of  civilization  that  it  should  be  taken  wholly 
out  of  the  agent's  power  forever.  He  ought  not  to  have  any  judicial 
functions  at  all.  It  becomes  a  school  of  despotism,  if  the  agent  is 
too  independent.  The  Indians  are  naturally  democratic;  but  the 
agency  trains  them  away  from  democracy,  and  does  not  fit  them  for 
independent  republicans. 

Mr.  P.  C.  Garrett. —  I  wish  to  offer  a  resolution  looking  to  the 
appointment  of  a  special  committee  as  a  practical  step.  A  bill  has 
been  submitted  by  Messrs.  Thayer  and  Abbott  for  the  assumption  by 
the  United  States  of  the  municipal  taxes  in  allotted  lands.  It  should 
be  the  duty  of  this  committee  to  see  if  this  or  any  legislation  is  desir- 
able and  practicable.  I  move,  therefore,  that  a  special  committee  of 
five  be  appointed  by  the  Chair,  to  whom  the  draft  of  a  bill  for  the  as- 
sumption by  the  United  States  of  municipal  taxes  on  allotted  lands, 
and  the  other  bills  which  have  been  before  the  Conference  for  giving 
further  provisions  of  law  to  the  Indians  on  reservations  and  in  the 
transition  stage,  shall  be  referred,  to  ascertain  and  report  whether  any 
such  legislation  is  desirable  and  practicable,  and,  if  so,  what. 

Voted. 

The  next  order  of  business  was  the  consideration  of  civil  service 
with  reference  to  the  Indians.  An  address  was  made  by  Mr.  Herbert 
Welsh,  of  Philadelphia. 


CIVIL   SERVICE   REFORM. 

BY   MR.    HERBERT  WELSH. 

Civil  service  reform  is  simply  the  putting  into  operation  of  a  prin- 
ciple which  is  universally  recognized  in  all  business  affairs  excepting 
those  of  the  government,  and  methods  by  which  that  recognized  prin- 
ciple may  be  carried  into  effect.  It  is  the  selection  of  officials  and 
employees  on  account  of  fitness,  not  on  account  of  partisan  politics, 
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and  their  retention,  so  long  as  their  work  is  well  done.  The  method 
of  the  reform  is  the  imposition  of  suitable  tests  of  fitness.  It  is  not 
a  difficult  thing  to  understand  :  it  is  extremely  simple.  What  we  need 
is  that  principles  of  order,  of  right  judgment,  of  reasonably  secure 
tenure  of  office,  should  reign  in  the  Indian  service  as  they  do  in  the 
work  of  a  large  business  administration.  I  can  give  no  better  illus- 
tration of  civil  service  reform,  which  the  friends  of  the  Indian  have 
already  to  some  extent  succeeded  in  introducing  into  the  Indian 
service,  and  which  they  hope  will  soon  triumph  absolutely,  than  by  a 
simple  illustration.  We  are  in  this  house  the  invited  guests  of  an 
honored  friend.  Our  host  has  a  large  business  to  carry  on.  Is  there 
disorder,  confusion,  uncertainty,  in  the  method  by  which  this  business 
is  conducted?  Not  at  all.  Everything  is  done  with  cheerfulness, 
certainty,  despatch,  and  ease,  because  our  host  selects  his  officers 
and  employees  with  a  view  to  secure  good  service.  But  what  would 
be  the  result  if  some  partisan  politician  in  the  State  of  New  York 
claimed  the  right  to  make  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Smiley's  employees 
for  him,  and  did  it  to  serve  party  ends  ?  The  glory  of  Lake  Mohonk 
would  speedily  depart.  In  the  Indian  service  we  must  also  have  a 
wise  and  discreet  head,  in  order  to  have  its  business  carried  on  effi- 
ciently ;  and  we  must  have  the  principle  of  permanence  in  it.  What 
do  we  actually  find  ?  We  have  found  for  years  that  in  the  manage- 
ment of  Indian  affairs,  instead  of  having  such  a  method,  we  have  pre- 
cisely the  reverse.  Agents,  school-teachers,  various  employees,  have 
been  appointed  not  so  much  with  a  view  to  carrying  out  their  work 
as  to  satisfy  certain  party  demands.  That  has  constantly  interfered 
with  the  civilization  of  the  Indian.  Under  one  administration  we 
had  almost  a  complete  change  of  Indian  agents.  Only  two  or  three 
incumbents  were  left  in.  Another  administration  followed,  and  but 
one  of  those  who  had  been  appointed  by  the  previous  administration 
remained.  What  is  the  result.?  Dislocation  and  disorder.  The 
work  cannot  be  carried  out  effectively  on  this  plan.  Recently  a 
superintendent  was  appointed  to  an  important  school.  He  was  ready 
to  go,  when  his  appointment  was  suspended.  The  senator  of  the 
State  where  the  school  was  located  went  to  the  President,  and  said, 
"  I  want  that  place  for  one  of  my  workers,  for  a  politician  who  has 
served  me."  The  President  resisted,  but  the  demand  was  strenuous  ; 
and  it  was  only  after  a  consultation  by  the  President,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior,  and  the  Indian  Commissioner  that  the  superintend- 
ent was  allowed  to  remain.  When  he  went  to  his  post,  he  found 
serious  opposition.*  Political  machinery  was  in  motion  to  drive  him 
out.  Persons  in  the  school  worked  against  him ;  and  he  did  his  work 
under  great  strain,  though  he  kept  the  place.  In  many  other  cases, 
appointees  have  not  been  so  successful.  In  a  certain  school  upon  an 
Indian  agency  the  superintendAit  was  appointed  by  one  senator  and 
the  agent  by  another,  and  the  two  were  at  "  outs."  The  agent  has 
been  doing  everything  he  could  to  break  down  the  work  of  the  super- 
intendent by  forcing  him  to  receive  unsuitable  men  as  appointees. 
It  can  be  shown  that  in  case  after  case  appointments  have  been  made 
not  by  the  responsible  authority  in  Washington,  but  by  local  polit- 
ical influences.  In  one  instance,  an  educated  Republican,  a  man  of 
great  prominence  and   position,  was  excluded  from   an  important 
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school  because  he  could  not  or  did  not  have  the  political  influence  of 
the  particular  locality  in  which  his  school  was  placed.  But  the  senti- 
ment of  the  friends  of  the  Indians  that  has  been  brought  to  bear  in 
Washington  has  been  recognized,  and  our  efforts  have  given  us  a 
rock  in  the  midst  of  quicksands  on  which  to  rest.  The  civil  service 
rules  have  been  extended  to  several  hundred  places  in  the  Indian  ser- 
vice. That  is  the  recognition  of  the  principle  that  merit,  character, 
are  to  be  the  tests  of  appointment  to  the  Indian  service.  Having 
gone  so  far,  shall  we  not  all  join  hands,  and  with  one  thought  and 
mind  demand  of  the  authorities,  as  I  do  not  doubt  they  really  desire 
us  to  do,  that  they  resist  the  pressure  brought  to  bear  upon  them, 
that  this  principle  which  has  been  so  far  recognized  shall  run 
throughout  the  entire  Indian  service,  that  the  purpose  of  the  Chris- 
tian and  intelligent  people  of  the  United  States  to  educate  and  civ- 
ilize the  Indian  shall  be  realized,  and  that  the  administrative  work  of 
the  government  shall  be  placed  on  an  enduring  foundation  ?  In  de- 
manding this,  we  are  simply  putting  ourselves  in  the  line  of  a  neces- 
sary reform,  which  is  fighting  its  way  in  all  other  branches  of  the 
civil  service  of  the  country,  and  which  shall  ultimately  rescue  the 
people  of  the  United  States  from  the  tyranny  of  the  spoils  system. 

The  question  of  method  in  this  reform  is  simple.  School-teachers, 
farmers,  physicians,  and  some  others  can,  as  you  may  readily  imag- 
ine, be  put  through  a  certain  examination  which  shall  be  a  reason- 
able test  for  their  fitness  to  hold  their  respective  places.  If  after  six 
months  they  show  themselves  incapable  of  filling  the  places,  the 
appointing  officer  can  remove  them.  By  this  method  the  appointing 
officer  is  himself  relieved  from  political  pressure.  Regarding  agents 
the  Civil  Service  Commissioner  and  those  who  are  adepts  in  this 
question  are  disposed  to  think  that  a  test  examination  cannot  be 
made.  What  we  desire,  therefore,  in  regard  to  them  is  that  the  ap- 
pointing officer  in  Washington  shall  have  at  least  some  assurance  of 
the  fitness  of  a  man  for  the  post  of  agent,  and  that  the  applicant 
should  not  be  appointed  at  the  dictation  of  any  local  politician,  which 
in  many  instances  would  be  against  the  welfare  of  the  Indian.  I 
think  we  ought  to  ask  the  President  to  make  the  appointment  of  Ind- 
ian agents,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Indian  Commissioner. 

Mr.  A.  K.  Smiley. —  Would  you  have  agents  removable  only  for 
cause  ? 

Mr.  Welsh. —  I  certainly  should.  As  it  is  now,  the  Commissioner 
of  Indian  Affairs  has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  appointment 
of  Indian  agents. 

Mr.  Shelton. —  Hasn't  the  President  reached  the  limit  of  his 
power  in  regard  to  this  matter  ? 

President  Gates. —  It  will  require  #very  important  modification  of 
the  laws  for  the  civil  service  rules  to  apply  to  agents. 

Mr.  Welsh. —  The  President  in  choosing  an  agent,  or  in  letting 
the  Indian  Commissioner  choose  him,  can  determine  upon  what  prin- 
ciple the  choice  shall  be  made,  whether  it  is  to  gratify  a  senator  or 
because  he  is  a  good  man  for  the  place.  He  has  the  power  to  make 
these  appointments  upon  a  sound  basis. 

Mr.  A.  K.  Smiley. —  You  would  keep  an  agent  permanently  unless 
found  inefficient. 
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Mr.  Welsh. —  I  do  not  think  you  can  dictate  to  the  President ;  but 
the  principle  can  be  recognized  that  a  roan  should  not  be  appointed 
because  he  is  a  Republican  or  because  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  that  we 
should  not  be  subjected  to  the  shame  and  loss  of  having  a  clean 
sweep  of  sixty-one  agents  every  four  years. 

President  Gates  read  some  extracts  from  a  letter  from  Commis- 
missioner  Morgan. 

Colonel  Oberly  was  invited  to  speak  on  the  subject  of  civil  service 
reform  as  applied  to  the  Indian  service. 

Hon.  J.  H.  Oberly. —  The  subject  of  the  application  of  the  Civil 
Service  Law  to  the  Indian  service  is  one  in  which  I  have  been  inter- 
ested from  the  time  I  became  connected  with  that  service.  Six  years 
ago,  at  this  place,  I  expressed  myself  as  opposed  to  the  wholesale 
periodical  partisan  dismissals  of  the  employees  of  the  agencies  and  of 
the  schools. 

There  is  only  one  school  for  Indians  that,  in  my  opinion,  has  been 
conducted  from  the  first,  and  that  is  being  conducted  now,  upon  really 
true  civil  service  reform  principles ;  and  that  is  the  school  of  Captain 
Pratt.  That  school  is  in  a  Democratic  Congressional  district,  but  no 
representative  of  that  district  has  ever  asserted  any  right  to  make 
even  a  suggestion  to  Captain  Pratt  as  to  what  employees  he  should 
select.  Indeed,  I  know  that  during  the  Cleveland  administration  no 
Democrat  ever  thought  of  saying  to  the  captain,  **  I  want  certain  ap- 
pointments in  your  school  as  a  part  of  the  spoils  " ;  and,  if  any  one  had 
done  so,  that  strong-headed  and  sometimes  wrong-headed  man  would 
have  given  him  the  proper  answer.  If  it  were  possible  to  have  in 
all  the  schools  of  the'  country  the  conditions  that  exist  at  Carlisle, 
there  would  be  no  need  of  this  reform  ;  but  in  every  other  school  the 
politician  is,  in  fact,  the  appointing  officer ;  and  he  is  not  a  very  con- 
scientious one.  Occasionally,  I  am  pleased  to  know.  Commissioner 
Morgan  takes  things  into  his  own  hands  ;  but  it  is  almost  impossible 
for  the  Indian  Commissioner  to  act  in  Indian  matters  uninfluenced  by 
the  dominating  spirit  of  the  spoils  system,  under  which  men  are  too 
often  put  in  positions  not  because  they  are  qualified,  but  because  cer- 
tain politicians  want  them  appointed  for  reasons  that  have  no  relation 
to  the  good  of  the  service.  The  result  is  that  under  this  system  the 
Indian  schools  have  been  demoralized.  I  am  glad,  therefore,  to  learn 
that  at  last  the  President  has  consented  to  extend  the  Civil  Service 
Law  over  these  schools.  For  a  while  it  will  be  difficult  to  adapt  the 
rules  to  the  service  ;  but  I  believe  that  in  time,  when  practical  experi- 
ence shall  have  taught  us  how  to  apply  them  wisely,  the  whole  country 
will  applaud  the  action  of  President  Harrison  in  this  respect,  and  you 
will  see  the  beneficent  results  of  his  action  in  the  better  moral  as  well 
as  in  the  better  intellectual  condition  of  every  government  school  in 
the  land. 

Mrs.  Quinton  was  asked  to  speak. 

Mrs.  Quinton. —  I  have  just  been  on  a  journey  of  seven  months, 
beginning  in  Florida  and  going  through  the  Southern  States,  up  the 
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Pacific  Coast  as  far  as  Washington,  and  thence  home ;  and  everywhere 
I  found  a  great  desire  among  Indians  for  some  settled  officials,  for 
something  permanent,  and  a  feeling  that  there  ought  not  to  be  this 
constant  change.  To  go  to  the  bottom,  we  ought  to  ask  that  there 
should  be  permanence  in  the  office  of  the  Commissioner.  Why  should 
it  not  be  made  a  permanent  office  ?  And  why  should  not  the  Com- 
missioner have  power  to  do  the  work  needed  to  be  done  ?  Now,  by 
the  time  a  commissioner  learns  what  he  needs  to  know,  and  we  have 
confidence  in  him,  he  leaves.  That  has  been  true  from  the  top  of 
the  service  all  the  way  down.  It  seems  to  me  it  might  be  a  good 
thing  to  have  an  Indian  Secretary ;  but  perhaps  that  is  not  wise  nor 
possible.  But  more  power  could  be  given  to  the  Commissioner.  Can 
the  office  be  taken  out  of  politics  ?  That  is  like  asking.  Can  the  right 
be  done  ?  Our  President  here,  in  his  opening  speech,  touched  on  all 
the  principles  necessary  in  the  solution  of  these  questions ;  and  we 
have  had  the  same  all  the  way  through.  There  is  power  enough  here 
to  secure  anything  needed.  Senator  Dawes  has  told  us  that  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country  can  get  what  they  want,  and,  if  they  demand  any- 
thing, it  can  be  had.  To  be  sure,  it  is  like  asking  a  king  to  abdicate ; 
but  kings  have  been  asked  to  abdicate,  and  kings  have  had  to  abdi- 
cate. God's  people  are  committed  to  a  moral  work  in  this  country.  I 
believe  the  time  has  come  when,  if  we  ask  it,  "  the  crooked  "  can  be 
*'  made  straight."  Shall  we  not  ask  it  ?  It  is  surely  the  business  of 
Christians.  There  are  fifteen  millions  of  Christians  in  this  country. 
That  means  that  there  is  great  moral  strength  here.  Have  we  not 
been  dealing  with  half-measures  long  enough  ?  Let  us  ask  for  the 
one  thing  that  will  insure  all  the  rest.  We  need  at  the  head  of  the 
Indian  service  a  man  who  has  a  heart,  who  has  convictions,  who  has 
courage,  and  who  dares  defy  the  powers  if  they  be  wrong.  We  have 
such  a  one  ;  and  why  not  ask  the  government  and  the  people  to  keep 
him  in,  and  that  power  needed  may  be  given  him  during  good  be- 
havior? During  my  long  trip  my  heart  was  grieved  everywhere 
because  of  the  great  evils  from  this  want  of  power  and  permanence. 
We  cannot  now  do  missionary  or  educational  work  as  both  should 
be  done. 

The  Chairman. — Judge  Draper  has  a  statement,  touching  the 
matter  of  which  he  spoke  this  morning,  which  h^  desires  to  make. 

Judge  Draper. —  It  was  said  by  Dr.  Hubbell,  while  I  was  speaking 
this  morning,  that,  although  the  report  of  the  legislative  committee 
provided  against  the  claim  of  the  Ogden  Company,  yet  the  legislative 
bill  did  not.  Here  was  another  suggestion  that  something  wrong  was 
going  on.  I  was  sure  he  was  in  error,  but  could  not  on  the  moment 
prove  it.  By  Mrs.  Draper's  thoughtfulness,  however,  a  copy  of  that 
bill  was  brought  here  with  other  papers,  and  from  it  I  read  the  fol- 
lowing provision :  — 

"  The  provisions  of  this  act  shall  not  apply  to  any  land  in  the  Alle- 
gheny, Cattaraugus,  or  Oil  Spring  reservations  now  occupied  by  the 
Seneca  Indians,  nor  to  the  lands  of  the  Tuscarora  Indians,  until  the 
claim  of  the  Ogden  Land  Company  to  an  interest  in  said  lands  or  any  part 
or  portion  thereof  shall  be  extinguished,'* 
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Abstract  of  a  letter  from  Rev.  T.  L.  Riggs,  of  South  Dakota,  read 
by  Mr.  Joshua  W.  Davis,  in  reply  to  the  question  propounded  by  the 
Law  Committee :  — 

1.  . . .  The  law  of  a  reservation  is  largely  that  of  the  individual  in  charge  of  the 
agency, —  personal  law,  variable  law,  without  dignity  or  permanence.  For  example, 
there  is  no  known  law  applicable  to  divorce  cases  on  the  reservation.  I  have 
known  the  attempt  made  to  set  aside  legal  marriages  by  the  native  court,  and  this 
court  having  the  moral  support  of  the  agent  in  charge ;  and  again  I  have  known 
that  encouragement  has  been  given  by  an  Indian  agent  to  a  man  wishing  to  aban- 
don his  wife,  the  agent  promismg,  as  the  Indian  claims,  to  grant  letters  of  divorce 
himself.  And  on  another  agency  I  have  known  of  cases  calling  for  action  and  pun- 
ishment by  the  powers  that  be,  and  the  agent  has  evaded  the  issue,  pleading  lade  of 
authority,  etc. 

2.  The  Court  of  Indian  Offences  does  very  well  as  a  beginning.  It  does  not 
"afford  reasonably  convenient  justice  for  the  Indians  ^^  for  any  length  of  time,  I  am 
inclined  to  think  that  in  many  places  this  Indian  court  has  accomplished  its  work. 
There  should  in  all  important  cases  be  given  an  appeal  to  the  United  States  court. 

3 

4.  My  understanding  of  the  rights  of  Indians  having  lands  in  severalty  is  that  to 
them  is  open  every  remedy  for  trespass,  etc.,  used  by  the  white  man.  The  diffi' 
culty  lies  tn  the  fact  that  the  Indian  is  not  acquainted  with  the  law  and  its  methods  of 
procedure y  to  avail  himself  of  such  remedies, 

5.  My  suggestions  in  reply  to  this  question  are  radical,  and  are  not  likely  to 
obtain  favor  yet  awhile,  I  fear. 

/'iW/,  I  would  stop  tinkering  up  special  laws  fbr  Indians.  Law  that  is  good 
for  the  white  man  can,  with  suitable  provision  for  administration,  cover  all  the 
needs  of  the  Indian. 

Second^  I  would  therefore  extend  our  laws,  in  toto,  to  every  Indian  on  reserva- 
tion or  off. 

Third 1 1  would,  further,  provide  special  agents  to  look  after  the  proper  adminis- 
tration of  the  laws ;  a  judicial  officer  for  every  considerable  body  of  Indians,  and 
those  scattered  about  can  be  assigned  to  the  care  of  this  or  that  special  officer. 

Fourth^  I  would  educate,  by  every  possible  means,  the  Indian,  that  he  may  avail 
himself  of  his  rights  under  the  laws. 

The  matter  of  prejudice  on  the  part  of  the  border  white  man  is  not  to  be  feared. 
Such  prejudice  is  fast  passing  away,  and,  to  my  own  mind,  has  never  existed  in  the 
extreme  coloring  of  many  Eastern  friends  of  the  Indians. 

Adjourned  at  i  p.m. 
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Thursday  Night,  October  8. 


The  Conference  met  at  8  p.m.,  the  President  in  the  chair. 

President  Gates. —  The  year  has  not  left  us  untouched.  Who  that 
ever  heard  him  can  fail  to  remember  the  fearless,  helpful,  hearty 
words  of  General  J.  F.  B.  Marshall  ?  He  and  his  wife  rounded  out 
together  a  noble  and  a  useful  life,  interested  in  all  questions  that 
concerned  their  fellows.  We  recall  them  to-night.  And  the  one 
whose  ready  pen  and  wise  planning  for  this  Conference,  and  whose 
wide  acquaintance  with  the  press  kept  us  more  closely  in  touch  with 
the  great  newspaper  interests  of  the  country  than  any  other  man  was 
able  to  do,  whose  wife,  through  her  devotion  to  this  work,  and 
especially  to  the  home  building  department  of  it,  had  endeared  her- 
self to  many, —  Major  Kinney  we  also  recall.  And  yet  another  is  not 
here.  She  has  been  taken  away,  and  her  bereaved  husband  is  now 
in  foreign  lands.  There  are  other  names  that  we  might  mention, 
whom  we  all  remember  with  affection  to-night.  **  Their  works  do  fol- 
low them." 

A  letter  from  Mrs.  Sara  T.  Kinney  was  read  by  Mrs.  Clinton  B. 
Fiske,  of  which  the  following  is  an  abstract :  — 

At  Bancroft  I  was  met  by  my  Indian  hostess,  and  taken  at  once  to  her  home,  a 
pretty  little  cottage  a  mile  from  the  village,  where  she  lives  with  her  husband,  six 
children,  and  one  and  often  two  servants,  who,  by  the  way,  are  not  Indians.  There 
are  several  persons  in  Hartford,  and  perhaps  elsewhere,  who  have  a  vicious  habit 
of  insisting  that  no  good  thing,  can  come  out  of  a  reservation ;  and  I  would  very 
much  like  to  introduce  them  to  this  pretty,  well-ordered  Christian  Indian  home. 

A  canary  swinging  in  its  cage  on  the  outer  porch,  and  a  hammock  under  the 
trees  filled  with  one  little,  two  little,  three  little  Injuns,  four  little,  five  little,  even 
six  very  jolly  little  Injuns,  first  attracted  my  attention,  as  we  drove  into  the  yard.  I 
was  taicen  directly  to  my  room,  to  rest  and  free  myself  from  the  dust  of  travel. 
After  a  while  there  was  a  knock  at  the  door,  and  one  of  the  children,  a  little  chap 
of  nine  years,  asked  if  I  would  please  walk  out  to  supper.  I  was  very  well  pleased 
to  do  so ;  and,  since  Nebraska  breezes  have  a  wonderful  trick  of  sharpening  one's 
api>etite,  I  was  particularly  well  pleased  to  find  a  most  appetizing  meal  awaiting 
me.  The  same  little  boy  to  whom  I  have  referred  asked  a  blessing  with  all  the  ease 
and  reverence  one  would  expect  from  any  member  of  the  Hartford  theological  fra- 
ternity, and  then  we  fell  to  and  made  havoc  with  the  broiled  prairie  chicken  and 
other  good  things.  The  evening  was  spent  in  discussing  not  only  the  various 
aspects  of  the  always  absorbing  Indian  question,  but  other  topics  as  well, —  matters 
of  general  interest  m  the  world  at  large,  such  as  in  an  Indian  household  would  not 
be  deemed  possible  by  the  ordinary  unbeliever  in  the  desire  and  ability  of  the  Ind- 
ian race  to  "evolute  "  itself  out  of  barbarism  into  civilization.  ... 

At  one  end  of  the  room,  in  a  prettily  draped  bay  window,  was  a  table  strewn  with 
pa]>ers  and  magazines, —  Harper  s  Monthly^  the  Century ^  the  Youth* s  Companion, 
the  Agriculturist,  and  other  well-known  periodicals.  The  unbeliever  to  whom  I 
have  referred  will  shrug  his  (or  her)  shoulders,  and  say,  **  Oh,  but  your  hostess  is 
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not  an  average  Indian."  True,  O  king !  She  is  very  far  from  being  an  average 
Indian,  and  perhaps  not  much  more  like  the  average  wnite  woman  I  A  sweet, 
gentle,  modest,  wise,  far-sighted,  quick-witted,  refined  Christian  woman, —  such  is 
my  hostess.  Yet  she  is  a  full-blooded  Indian,  who  never  attended  any  other  than 
the  reservation  schools,  and,  I  believe,  has  never  in  her  life  been  further  than  fifty 
miles  from  her  home. 

I  spent  two  days  with  this'friend  ;  and  then,  in  a  comfortable  phaeton  with  an  Ind- 
ian driver,  and  another  Indian  on  horseback  (a  sort  of  honorary  escort),  I  started 
on  an  eighteen-mile  ride  across  the  open  prairie  for  the  agency  school,  where  Dr. 
Susan  La  Flesche,  the  first  proteg^  of  the  Connecticut  Indian  Association,  is  now 
the  government  physician,  in  charge  of  all  the  "  Los,"  both  great  and  small ;  and, 
as  there  are  nearly  twelve  hundred  of  them  on  the  reservat'on,  one  can  easily  under- 
stand that  she  is  a  busy  woman.  The  doctor's  practice  includes  a  number  of  white 
families  living  near  the  reservation ;  and  she  assures  me  that,  in  spite  of  bein^  an 
Indian,  they  never  attempt  to  shirk  the  payment  of  her  bills  for  medical  services. 
So  we  must  score  one  for  the  white  settler  of  Nebraska. 

She  also  assures  me  that  there  has  been  within  a  few  years  a  wonderful  change 
in  public  sentiment  out  there  in  regard  to  her  people.  Educated  Indians,  with  a 
reasonable  amount  of  push  and  busmess  energy,  can  now  secure  good  situations  m 
most  of  the  outlying  towns  as  clerks  in  stores,  agents,  farm  hands,  and  so  on. 
This  is  a  gratifying  statement,  and  one  for  which  I  was  unprepared.  .  . . 

Thirty  years  a^o  the  Omahas  took  to  drink.  Their  chief,  Joseph  La  Flesche 
(Dr.  Susan'^  father),  finally  threatened  to  have  any  man  who  should  be  found 
drunk  on  the  reservation  soundly  horsewhipped.  Tne  threat  was  carried  out  in 
a  few  cases,  and  the  whole  business  stopped  then  and  there.  Now  Chief  Joseph 
is  dead,  these  Indians  are  citizens,  and  claim  the  right  to  buy  and  drink  as  much 
whiskey  as  they  please.  There  are  plenty  of  white  men  who  are  more  than  willing 
to  sell  it  to  them,  and  the  local  laws  are  entirely  inadequate  to  suppress  the  evil. 
Some  of  the  Indians,  including  Dr.  La  Flesche,  are  taking  active  measures  to  bring 
the  delinquents  to  justice ;  and  their  efforts  are  meeting  with  some  success.  A 
Law  and  Order  Committee  has  been  organized  among  the  Indians,  and  the 
members  thereof  are  both  alert  and  aggressive.  Several  offenders  have  already 
been  brought  before  the  courts  through  the  efforts  of  this  committee,  and  many 
more  are  in  danger  of  the  same  fate.  It  is  clearly  evident  that,  if  these  Indians  fail 
to  meet  the  expectations  of  their  Eastern  well-wishers,  as  well  as  of  the  better  class 
among  their  own  people,  it  will  be  because  of  no  inherent  disqualification  on  their 
part  for  a  higher  civilization,  but  simply  and  solely  because  of  whiskey,  the  white 
man's  gift  to  the  red  man, —  a  gift  which  carries  with  it  a  curse,  and  one  which  will 
surely  sap  all  that  is  good  and  noble  from  any  race. 

The  Omahas  are  a  quiet,  gentle,  well-disposed,  agricultural  people.  They  are,  in 
many  respects,  very  like  children.  It  is  but  recently  that  they  have  awakened  to  a 
sense  of  responsibility  for  the  future,  and  even  yet  they  are  a  little  dazed  by  the 
many  requirements  of  civilized  life.  .  .  . 

A  decade  ago,  with  very  few  exceptions,  they  were  savages,  pure  and  simple,  with 
no  rights  that  a  white  man  was  bound  to  respect.  To-day  they  are  citizens. —  in  the 
main,  self-supporting,  self-respecting  citizens  of  the  State  of  Nebraska.  They  vote. 
They  are  taxed.  Thev  receive  no  help  from  the  government.  They  depend  for 
their  livelihood  upon  tneir  own  exertions.  They  are  doing  well  on  their  farms  and 
in  their  homes.  Since  last  March  they  have  built  between  fifty  and  sixty  houses. 
They  have  purchased  one  hundred  and  fifty  cultivators,  twenty  corn-planters,  ten 
com-cutters,  one  hundred  and  fifty  ploughs,  one  hundred  sets  of  harness,  forty  stoves, 
seventy-five  farm  wagons,  forty  bugles,  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  horses,  and 
have  broken  three  hundred  acres  of  virgin  prairie  soil. 

Extracts  from  letters  were  also  read  from  Miss  Alice  C.  Fletcher, 
General  S.  C.  Armstrong,  Mr.  C.  P.  Huntington,  and  Mr.  T.  W. 
Blackburn. 

The  subject  of  the  evening  was  then  taken  up,  "  The  Distribution  of 
Land  in  Severalty :  Its  Progress  and  its  Hindrances."  General  Whit- 
tlesey was  asked  to  open  the  subject. 
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THE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  LAND  IN  SEVERALTY :  ITS 
PROGRESS  AND  ITS  HINDRANCES. 

BY    r.EN.    E.  WHITTLESEY. 

I  have  heard  of  a  preacher  who,  after  taking  his  text,  began  by 
saying,  "  I  propose,  in  the  first  place,  to  digress  from  this  text ;  and, 
in  the  second  place,  I  propose  not  to  return  to  it."  With  your  per- 
mission, I  will  imitate  him,  and  digress  for  a  moment,  in  order  to 
answer  a  question  which  was  asked  this  morning  by  General  Eaton. 
I  understand  the  question  to  be.  What  was  the  altitude  of  the  Chris- 
tian Indians  in  the  recent  outbreak  in  Dakota?  I  have  made  no  per- 
sonal investigation  of  that  subject ;  but  Mr.  T.  W.  Blackburn,  who 
was  Superintendent  of  Indian  Education,  went  out  last  March  to 
make  a  thorough  investigation  of  the  causes  of  that  outbreak,  and  he 
writes  as  follows :  — 

**  The  Christian  Indians,  Protestant  and  Catholic,  the  former  par- 
ticularly at  Pine  Ridge,  and  the  latter  particularly  at  Rosebud,  have 
been  almost  universally  loyal.  They  are  generally  progressive. 
Those  who  were  found  among  the  hostiles  claim  to  have  been  com- 
pelled by  force  and  wholly  against  their  own  wills  to  abandon  their 
homes.  This  is  probably  true,  and  the  large  number  of  unwilling 
followers  of  the  hostile  leaders  in  the  Bad  Lands  contributed  finally 
to  the  breaking  up  of  the  hostile  camp." 

This  testimony,  though  he  gives  no  figures,  is  satisfactory  proof 
that  the  Christian  Indians,  as  a  body,  remained  loyal  to  the  govern- 
ment. 

The  subject  of  land  in  severalty  has  become  pretty  familiar  to  this 
Conference.  I  myself  prefer  the  phrase  Indian  homesteads.  That 
conveys  a  better  idea  of  what  we  are  trying  to  do ;  that  is,  to  enable 
the  Indians  to  make  for  themselves  homes,  as  we  understand  that 
dear  word.  The  idea  of  the  separate  home  is  becoming  familiar  to  a 
large  body  of  Indians.  When  we  consider  what  their  life  has  been 
and  how  strong  their  superstitions  and  prejudices  are,  it  really  is  sur- 
prising that  they  are  receiving  this  idea  with  so  much  favor  as  they 
do.  It  means  a  radical  revolution  in  their  condition.  The  progress 
of  this  work  of  alfotting  lands  has  been  shown  by  the  figures  which  I 
gave  at  the  opening  of  this  Conference.  Allotments  are  being  made 
by  several  agents,  and  land  has  been  allotted  to  some  non-reservation 
Indians.  There  are  a  good  many  scattered  about  in  the  different 
States  and  Territories  who  are  not  on  the  reservations.  They  are 
entitled  under  the  law  to  take  homesteads  on  the  same  terms  as  white 
men  take  them,  but  more  favorable,  because  they  are  exempt  from 
paying  the  fees  which  white  men  are  required  to  pay.  To  help  them 
to  select  lands,  agents  have  been  sent  out. 

It  is  not  commonly  understood  that  Indians,  though  they  hold 
lands  in  common  nominally,  do  not  actually  hold  lands  in  common  to 
any  great  extent.  The  more  enterprising  Indians  get  hold  of  large 
tracts  of  land,  and  have  herds  of  cattle  and  flocks  of  sheep,  and  be- 
come quite  wealthy.  There  are  rich  Indians  as  well  as  poor  Indians. 
These  rich  Indians,  who  are   somewhat  educated,  naturally  do  not 
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take  very  kindly  to  the  idea  of  having  those  lands  distributed  equally. 
It  will  take  away  a  large  portion  of  the  lands  which  they  now  possess, 
and  they  are  an  obstacle  and  a  hindrance  to  the  successful  carrying 
out  of  this  policy  of  distributing  land  in  severalty.  On  the  part  of 
those  who  seek  allotments,  troubles  arise  as  to  selections.  Two, 
three,  six,  perhaps  a  dozen  Indians  want  the  same  tract  of  land.  It 
requires  no  little  patience  and  skill  on  the  part  of  the  allotment 
agents  to  adjust  these  differences  and  to  satisfy  the  desires  of  every 
individual.  Most  of  the  agents  have  succeeded  very  well  in  doing 
this.  Miss  Fletcher  told  us  in  Washington  some  of  the  difficulties 
she  had  experienced  in  the  Nez  Percy's  reservation. 

Another  hindrance  is  the  influence  brought  to  bear  by  surrounding 
white  settlers,  who  are  waiting  to  get  possession  of  the  lands  that  may 
be  reserved  after  allotments  are  completed.  If  there  are  valuable 
tracts  of  land,  they  try  to  prevent  those  lands  from  being  allotted,  and 
to  prevent  Indians  from  selecting  them,  by  bribery  and  by  other 
means.  Another  thing  which  has  to  be  considered  is  that  there  are 
a  good  many  Indians  who  are  incapable  of  managing  a  landed  estate, 
who  know  nothing  about  the  value  of  land  or  improving  it  or  taking 
care  of  it,  and  have  no  disposition  to  learn.  Others  do  not  wish  to 
occupy  their  lands,  but  prefer  to  engage  in  mechanical  pursuits  or  to 
hire  out  to  white  men  as  laborers.  Much  reservation  land  is  almost 
worthless,  arid,  sandy,  sterile  plains,  which  without  irrigation  will 
produce  nothing,  any  more  than  crops  would  grow  on  this  floor. 
Such  lands  have  to  be  allotted  in  small  tracts,  so  that  irrigation  may 
be  made  available.  Others  are  only  fit  for  grazing,  and  they  must 
be  guarded  by  fences  from  the  intrusions  of  the  cattle  of  white 
settlers. 

When  this  policy  is  carried  out,  it  thrusts  upon  the  Indians  the 
obligation  of  citizenship.  They  are  brought  under  the  laws  of  the 
States  and  Territories  where  they  dwell,  and  it  is  not  to  be  supposed 
that  they  understand  much  about  those  laws.  They  must  learn  by 
experience  and  by  taking  risks.  Common  sense  and  humanity  dictate 
that  we  should  throw  around  these  Indians  all  the  safeguards  pos- 
sible ;  and  they  should  have  education,  so  that  they  may  be  fitted  for 
the  new  responsibilities  and  new  duties  of  the  position  into  which  we 
thrust  them. 

Dr.  Alfred  L.  Riggs  was  then  asked  to  speak. 

Dr.  RiGGS. —  The  allotments  of  the  Santee  Indians  were  made 
about  six  years  ago,  before  the  general  Land  in  Severalty  bill  was 
passed.  The  Indians  are  on  their  own  homesteads.  The  last  few 
years  in  Dakota  and  Nebraska  have  been  very  hard  for  the  farmers, 
and  so  the  Indians  have  received  some  help  in  the  way  of  rations. 
If  it  had  not  been  for  that,  they  could  not  have  got  through.  They 
are  all  mixed  up  with  the  white  settlers,  who  came  in  after  their 
choice  had  been  made.  Many  of  the  white  settlers  have  been  starved 
out.  If  occasionally  the  Indians  have  to  leave,  that  is  not  doing 
worse  than  white  men  have  to  do.  They  have  become  voters,  and 
have  been  accepted  by  the  white  population ;  and  they  are  cultivated 
by  the  office-seekers  just  as  much  as  their  white  neighbors  for  the 
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sake  of  their  vote.  They  have  not  had  recognition  in  the  courts  of 
the  State.  That  seems  to  be  a  long  and  slow  process ;  but,  in  the 
main,  land  in  severalty  has  been  a  success  on  the  Santee  reservation. 

Gen.  Whittlesey. —  I  wish  to  allude  to  the  home  building.  This 
work  has  been  undertaken  by  the  Ladies'  Indian  Association.  I 
have  myself  seen  nine  of  these  beautiful  houses,  all  buit  by  the  aid 
of  the  Home  Building  Association, —  built  by  the  Indians  themselves, 
with  money  for  purchasing  materials  furnished  by  the  Association ; 
and  these  homes  were  occupied  by  Christian  Indian  families,  who 
were  an  object  lesson  to  all  the  Indians  of  that  region.  I  wish  Mrs. 
Qninton  would  tell  us  about  this. 

Mrs.  QuiNTON. —  The  work  of  Indian  home  building  was  first 
started  by  Miss  Fletcher  at  Hampton ;  and  Mrs.  Kinney  afterward 
introduced  it  into  our  Connecticut  Auxiliary,  and  asked  that  associa- 
tion to  build  the  first  cottage.  It  was  built  among  the  Omahas,  and 
was  a  success.  At  the  end  of  that  year  our  National  Association 
made  home  building  a  separate  department,  putting  it  into  Mrs. 
Kinney's  hands,  and  she  has  had  the  entire  charge  of  it.  In  the  five 
years  fifty  or  sixty  cottages  have  been  built  or  made  over  in  eight  or 
ten  different  tribes.  During  the  last  year  reported  applications  were 
received  from  thirty-seven  different  Indians,  and  those  worthy  have 
mostly  been  helped.  This  department  includes  also  loans  for  the 
purchase  of  horses,  wagons,  sewing-machines,  and  other  such  helpers 
into  civilized  self-support. 

In  Alaska  Indians  have  built  several  cottages  by  our  loans. 
Among  the  Omahas  of  Nebraska  a  number  of  such  cottages  have 
been  built ;  and  I  found  one  young  Indian  there  who  had  just  filled 
with  wheat  his  new  granary,  eighteen  or  twenty  feet  square,  and  he 
said  he  should  soojn  harvest  two  thousand  bushels  of  corn.  He  had 
built  from  our  loan  a  house  of  two  or  three  rooms,  and  it  was  kept  so 
tidily  and  furnished  so  neatly  that  all  the  people  on  the  reservation 
desire  such  a  home.  The  money  loaned  has  come  back  better  than 
we  could  have  expected.  In  1887  $125  was  returned  from  these 
loans,  without  interest,  of  course;  the  next  year,  $175;  in  the  fol- 
lowing, $553 ;  and  the  next  year  $652  was  paid.  They  have  been 
fairly  prompt,  and  very  few  bad  debts  have  been  incurred.  Mrs. 
Kinney  has  taken  pains  to  conduct  this  business  in  strict  business 
form.  Notes  and  mortgages  have  been  given,  though,  as  she  said, 
she  knew  the  notes  were  not  worth  the  paper.  Still,  they  were  made, 
as  a  business  education.  The  tribes  helped  have  been  very  much 
influenced  by  this  department,  and  their  aesthetic  taste  has  been  culti- 
vated. They  have  learned  how  to  paint  their  houses  tastefully.  One 
wanted  a  little  porch  over  the  door  to  keep  the  sun  out,  and  "  because 
it  is  so  pretty,  you  know."  Another  wanted  a  window-ledge,  so  that 
they  could  have  plants,  "because  they  are  so  bright." 

Mr.  J.  Du  Bray,  a  Sioux,  was  asked  to  speak. 

Mr.  Du  Bray. —  I  am  very  glad  to  be  here,  and  to  look  in  your  faces 
and  to  hear  you  speak  good  words  about  the  Indians.  I  came  from 
Yankton.  You  could  once  find  the  Indians  there  with  painted  faces 
and  with  blankets,  dancing  those  old  savage  dances.     If  you  go  there 
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now,  you  will  find  them  in  a  different  position  from  what  they  were 
ten  years  ago.  You  will  find  them  in  the  field,  trying  to  raise  some 
corn  and  support  themselves.  But  the  government  makes  the  Ind- 
ians lazy.  As  long  as  the  government  feeds  the  Indians  they  will 
never  work.  If  the  government  wants  to  civilize  the  Indian,  he  must 
first  make  him  learn  to  work  and  take  care  of  himself.  Some  time 
ago  I  went  to  a  farmer's  house.  The  farmer  owned  ^  large  flock  of 
chickens.  All  the  time  the  chickens  can^e  round  the  house.  So  I  say 
to  him,  "  Farmer,  what  makes  these  chickens  come  round  the  house 
so  much  ?  "  "I  feed  them  here,"  he  said :  "  that  is  the  reason  they 
come  round  the  house  all  the  time."  I  asked  him  again,  "If  you 
do  not  feed  them,  what  will  they  do  ?  "  He  said,  "  If  I  do  not  feed 
them,  they  will  go  out  in  the  fields  and  scratch  the  ground,  and  get 
food  for  themselves."  I  think  the  Indians  are  just  like  the  chickens. 
As  long  as  the  government  feeds  the  Indians  they  will  never  work. 
But,  if  the  government  will  give  them  some  implements  to  work,  and 
show  them  how,  then  I  think  the  Indians  will  go  out  and  scratch  the 
ground,  and  get  food  for  themselves,  just  like  the  chickens. 

Some  time  ago  I  went  to  some  chiefs*  meeting.  They  talked  about 
civilization,  and  they  said :  "  We  used  to  have  hard  times  when  the 
government  did  not  feed  us.  We  had  to  hunt  for  our  meat,  and  we 
had  to  make  our  own  clothes.  Now  we  do  not  have  to  work  :  we 
just  sit  in  our  homes,  and  the  government  feeds  us  and  gives  us 
clothes.  We  think  civilization  is  a  good  thing ! "  The  Indians  live, 
some  of  them,  thirty  or  forty  miles  from  the  agency ;  and,  when  they 
go  after  rations,  they  lose  three  or  four  days  going  after  three  or  four 
pounds  of  meat.  Some  of  the  Indians  do  not  like  that  at  all.  They 
say,  "Why  doesn't  the  government  give  us  implements,  or  cattle  or 
herds,  instead  of  rations  and  clothes }  Then  we  might  stay  at  home 
and  earn  more  pounds  of  meat." 

The  mission  schools  are  doing  good  work  among  the  Indians.  If 
they  did  not  do  good  work,  I  would  not  stand  here  to  speak  to  you. 
The  mission  schools  take  us  and  clean  our  hands,  and  show  us  how 
to  take  care  of  ourselves,  and  then  send  us  to  Eastern  schools  to 
learn  more  of  civilization.  At  the  Hampton  School  all  the  Indians 
have  to  work.  We  work  half  a  day  every  day,  and  go  to  school  half 
a  day.  We  get  up  at  quarter  past  five  in  the  morning,  and  go  to  bed 
at  ten  o'clock.  It  is  a  hard  thing  for  us  to  do,  to  work  and  study  all 
day ;  but  I  think  it  is  a  good  thing. 

Mr.  Lyon. — When  I  was  first  appointed  on  the  Board  of  Supplies, 
fifteen  years  since,  we  purchased  30,000,000  pounds  of  beef.  This 
season  we  have  ordered  35,667,600  pounds  of  beef.  This  has  been 
distributed  among  57,960  individuals,  giving  them  615  pounds  each, 
about  2  pounds  a  day.  In  addition,  we  give  756,460  pounds  of 
bacon,  2,162,750  pounds  of  corn,  866,600  pounds  of  oats,  412,000 
of  wheat,  and  9,958,600  pounds  of  flour,  making  172  pounds  of  flour 
to  each  Indian.  My  impression  has  been  that  the  Indians  ought  to 
be  taught  to  raise  these  things.  We  give  them  some  luxuries,  too. 
The  requisition  came  for  1,132,450  pounds  of  the  best  granulated 
sugar, —  19  pounds  of  sugar  for  every  Indian.  This  we  give  to  57,960 
Indians.  566,600  pounds  of  coffee,  22,395  pounds  of  tea,  7,300 
pounds  of  barley,  363,340  pounds  of  beans,  55,800  pounds  of  corn- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


S6 

meal,  92,100  pounds  of  hard  bread,  40,725  pounds  of  hominy,  27,200 
pounds  of  oatmeal. 

Gen.  Whittlesey. —  Mr.  Lyon  is  feeding,  as  he  says,  57,960 
Indians.  It  must  be  remembered  that  there  are  nearly  250,000 
Indians.  Many  people  suppose  that  we  are  feeding  all,  but  nearly 
200,000  are  supporting  themselves. 

Mr.  Moses  Pierce,  Connecticut. —  I  want  to  say  a  word  about  the 
home-building  work.  That  originated  in  this  room.  The  first  time 
that  Miss  Fletcher  came  to  this  Conference  she  told  what  could  be 
done  in  regard  to  home  building  among  the  Indians  by  lending  them 
small  sums  of  money.  Five  hundred  dollars  was  placed  in  her  hands 
for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Smiley. —  Mr.  Pierce  gave  that  himself. 

Mr.  Pierce. —  That  money  has  been  lent  and  relent.  Miss 
Fletcher  continued  to  manage  it  for  several  years,  and  then  she 
turned  it  over  to  the  Connecticut  ladies  to  manage.  If  there  is  any 
credit  for  originating  this  branch  of  work,  it  is  due  to  Miss  Fletcher. 

Mr.  Smiley. —  I  think  there  is  a  misapprehension  about  the  quan- 
tity of  supplies  given  to  Indians.  How  much  is  given  under  treaty 
stipulation  ? 

Gen.  Whittlesey. —  Without  attempting  to  answer  exactly,  with- 
out documents,  I  think  I  am  not  far  from  the  truth  when  I  say  that 
two-thirds  of  the  rations  are  required  by  treaty  stipulation. 

Miss  Emily  S.  Cook,  of  the  Indian  Office,  was  asked  to  answer  that 
question. 

Miss  Cook. —  The  fifty  thousand  Indians  who  have  been  spoken 
of  include  all  the  Indians  who  are  supported  from  rations,  also  all  for 
whom  last  year  any  subsistence  was  purchased.  Some  of  them  re- 
ceive only  two  or  three,  or,  in  some  cases,  five,  seven,  or  twelve  dol- 
lars' worth  a  year.  The  bulk  of  it  goes  to  the  Apaches  in  Arizona, 
and  to  Cheyennes,  Arapahoes,  Kiowas,  and  Comanches  in  the  Indian 
Territory,  who  have  not  made  much  progress  in  civilization  ;  also,  to 
some  of  the  Sioux,  who  are  on  alkali  lands,  in  the  Dakotas.  Of  the 
250,000  Indians,  about  four-fifths  are  entirely  self-supporting. 

President  Gates. — This  should  be  remembered.  It  is  too  com- 
monly supposed  that  the  United  States  government  feeds  the  great 
mass  of  the  Indians. 

Mr.  SxMiley. —  I  suppose  two-thirds  of  those  who  receive  rations  do 
so  by  treaty. 

Gen.  Whittlesey. —  From  15,000  to  18,000  of  those  who  receive 
rations  are  children  in  our  schools. 

Mr.  Meserve. —  I  should  like  to  ask  Miss  Cook  if  the  agents  do 
not  issue  them  on  the  same  basis  that  I  issue  rations  to  my  students  ? 

Miss  Cook. —  No:  the  school  ration  is  better  than  the  Indian 
ration. 

Dr.  Woodbury. —  Is  not  the  point  that  has  been  suggested  of 
great  importance,  with  reference  to  the  amount  of  time  taken  up 
every  week  or  every  month  in  long  journeys  to  get  rations  ? 

Gen.  Whittlesey. —  In  the  last  appropriation  bill  it  will  be  found 
that  the  Indian  Commissioner  has  authority  to  establish  five  points 
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of  delivery,  or  more  if  necessary,  on  any  reservation,  and  send  the 
provisions  to  them.     That  is  going  to  be  done  this  very  year. 

Gen.  Eaton. —  Suppose  a  young  man  has  land  allotted  to  him 
while  he  is  still  in  school.  What  can  he  do  with  his  land  ?  Or  sup- 
pose the  land  is  allotted  to  a  man  who  has  no  money  with  which  to 
purchase  implements,  but  who  has  lumber  on  his  land.  Can  he 
make  any  sale  of  the  lumber,  or  in  any  way  secure  rental  from  the 
use  of  the  land  or  what  is  on  it,  by  which  he  can  secure  funds  for  the 
purchase  of  food  or  implements  or  horses  or  anything  of  the  kind  ? 
Or  is  there  a  deficiency  in  the  law  which  demands  our  attention  ? 

President  Gates. —  Senator  Dawes,  to  whom  we  put  all  the  hard 
questions,  will  perhaps  answer  that. 

Senator  Dawes. —  The  amendment  to  the  allotment  law  provides 
that  whenever,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  land 
cannot  be  profitably  occupied  by  the  allottee,  by  reason  of  age  or 
other  disability,  the  leasing  of  land  is  authorized.  There  has  been  a 
change  of  sentiment  about  this  matter,  and  I  think  the  law  has  got 
to  be  modified  further  in  regard  to  this  leasing  matter. 

Gen.  Charles  H.  Howard. —  It  is  a  mistake  to  mass  the  Indians 
together.     What  additional  law  is  necessary  in  regard  to  this? 

Senator  Dawes. —  I  happen  to  know  that  it  was  the  original  inten- 
tion.of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  when  he  signed  the  law,  to 
have  land  allotted  in  alternate  sections.  The  President  intended  to 
put  the  law  in  operation  in  a  very  different  way  from  what  has  been 
done. 

Dr.  Strieby. —  Under  the  law,  unless  a  farnier  can  make  use  of  his 
soil,  he  is  prohibited  from  becoming  anything  but  a  farmer.  Isn't 
that-  an  objection  to  the  whole  thing  ? 

Senator  Dawes. —  I  think  we  have  got  to  modify  the  severalty  law 
a  good  deal.  I  have  been  heretofore  very  strenuous  against  farming 
out  or  leasing  allotments,  because  I  knew  that  an  Indian,  if  he  once 
lost  his  allotment,  would  never  get  it  back.  I  never  knew  a  white 
man  to  get  his  foot  on  an  Indian's  land  who  ever  took  it  off.  But  on 
certain  reservations  Indians  have  found  that  the  labor  of  breaking 
the  land  in  the  first  year  and  getting  ready  for  the  crop  the  next  year 
was  so  great  that  they  abandoned  the  idea,  and  have  leased  out  their 
land  to  white  men  who  have  turned  them  into  grazing  ranges,  and 
the  Indians  have  gone  back  into  the  tepees.  It  is  hard  work  for 
white  men  to  break  up  prairie  land,  and  they  will  not  do  it  if  they 
can  help  it.  It  has  occurred  to  me  that  under  the  superintendence 
of  the  Indian  Bureau  an  allottee  might  be  authorized  to  lease  for  two 
or  three  years  to  a  white  man  one-half  of  his  allotment  on  condition 
that  the  white  man  should  break  up  so  many  acres  each  year,  and 
that  the  rental  should  be  expended  in  breaking  up  the  land  on  the 
remainder  of  the  allotment,  where  the  Indian  should  live  himself. 
At  the  end  of  the  lease  the  whole  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  would 
be  in  some  condition  for  him  to  carry  on  the  business  of  farming. 
What  Dr.  Strieby  says  has  been  pressing  on  the  government  from  the 
beginning.  But  civilization  comes  from  the  occupation  of  the  land. 
Whatever  can  be  done  for  the  poor  allottee  under  proper  supervision 
ought  to  be  done.  It  depends  on  the  administration.  If  any  one  is 
allowed  to  lease  his  land  who  chooses,  the  Indian  will  be  despoiled 
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of  his  land  and  his  home.  He  will  no  longer  have  a  homestead. 
But  so  long  as  the  Indian  Bureau  is  administered  as  it  is  now,  and  as 
it  ought  to  be,  with  care,  with  constant  vigilance  and  determination, 
you  are  safe  with  a  flexible  law.  But,  if  it  should  pass  out  of  such 
hands  into  such  hands  as  we  can  contemplate,  then  woe  to  the 
allottee  who  is  authorized  to  lease  his  land! 

President  Seelye,  of  Smith  College. —  I  have  been  impressed  with 
the  idea  of  sending  Christian  families  to  those  Indian  tribes,  that  by 
contact  with  Christian  civilization  the  Indian  tribes  may  be  civilized. 
I  cannot  believe  that  it  is  possible  to  take  all  these  Indian  families 
and  transport  them  into  the  midst  of  our  own  civilization.  I  think 
there  are  family  rights  that  must  be  respected.  We  cannot  induce 
these  older  men  and  women  to  leave  their  homes.  But  I  do  believe 
we  can  induce  Christian  men  and  women  to  make  their  homes  among 
these  Indians.  We  know  what  the  Riggs  family  has  done  among 
them.  We  know  what  Miss  Goodale  did  before  she  was  married  and 
what  she  will  do  as  a  married  woman  among  them.  What  I  want  to 
know  is  whether  any  legislation  is  needed  in  order  to  accomplish  this. 
If  we  could  have  a  law  made  which  would  render  it  possible  for 
Christian  men  and  women  to  colonize  in  the  midst  of  these  Indians, 
I  think  there  would  be  an  army  of  them  who  would  avail  themselves 
of  that  law ;  and,  through  this  contact  of  Christian  men  and  woipen, 
we  could  preserve  those  who  go  back  from  Eastern  schools  from  re- 
lapsing into  their  former  barbarism. 

President  Gates  said  that  he  would  like  to  read  an  extract  from  an 
address  which  he  delivered  six  years  ago,  as  he  believed  that  it  was 
appQsite  still :  — 

Guard  the  rights  of  the  Indian,  but  for  his  own  good  break  up  his  reservations. 
Let  in  the  light  of  civilization.  Plant  in  alternate  sections  or  townships  white 
farmers,  who  will  teach  him  by  example.  Reserve  all  the  lands  he  needs  for  the 
Indian.     Give  land  by  trust-deed  in  severalty  to  each  family. 

Among  the  parts  of  the  reservation  to  be  so  assigned  to  Indians  in  severalty 
retain  alternate  ranges  or  townships  for  white  settlers.  Let  only  men  of  such 
character  as  a  suitable  commission  would  approve  be  allowed  to  file  on  these  lands. 
Let  especial  advantages  in  price  of  land,  and  in  some  cases  let  a  small  salary  be 
offered,  to  induce  worthy  farmers  thus  to  settle  among  the  Indians  as  object- 
teachers  of  civilization.  Let  the  parts  of  the  reservations  not  needed  be  sold  by 
the  government  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians,  and  the  money  thus  realized  be  used 
to  secure  th's  wise  intermingling  of  the  right  kind  of  civilized' men  with  the  Indians. 
Over  all  extend  the  law  of  the  States  and  Territories,  and  let  Indian  and  white 
man  stand  alike  before  the  law. 

It  is  my  firm  conviction  that  a  plan  of  this  kind  can  be  devised  which  will  meet  a 
response  from  settlers  of  the  right  stamp  quicker  and  more  generous  than  could  be 
accounted  for  by  the  mere  money  inducements  offered. 

There  is  a  great  mission  work  to  be  done  by  laymen  and  farmers  for  these 
Indians.  The  spirit  that  settled  Kansas  in  the  interest  of  liberty  and  fair  play  for 
all  men,  however  despised,  is  not  yet  dead  in  our  land.  And,  while  I  see  clearly 
many  difficulties  in  the  way,  I  believe  they  can  all  be  met  in  a  plan  that  shall  graa- 
ually  substitute  homes  and  family  life  for  the  trihal  organization,  settlements  of 
mingled  whites  and  Indians  for  the  reservation  system,  and  the  reign  of  law,  with 
the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  citizenship,  for  the  state  of  unprotected  anarchy 
to  which  we  have  hitherto  condemned  the  Indian.  .  .  . 

The  ideal  plan  (which  I  believe  to  be  also  a  practicable  plan)  is  to  reserve  alter- 
nate sections,  ranges,  or  townships  among  the  Indian  allotments  for  white  settlers, 
of  character  approved  by  a  philanthropic  and  experienced  commission.  Offer 
special  inducements  to  reputable  white  settlers  to  occupy  these  farms.  Thus 
"  object-teaching  *'  in  thrifty  farming  will  go  forward  on  a  large  scale. 
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Dr.  C.  L.  Thompson,  New  York. —  Since  coining  here,  I  have 
realized  as  never  before  that  in  this  room  is  the  very  heart  of  the 
Christian  and  patriotic  sentiment  of  this  country  concerning  the 
Indian  question,  and  that  from  here  have  gone  out  the  potent  influ- 
ences that  are  settling  the  Indian  problem  in  the  way  in  which  it 
ought  to  be  settled  by  Christian  people.  The  Presbyterian  Board  of 
Home  Missions  has  endeavored  to  take  its  share  in  solving  some 
of  the  Indian  questions.  Last  spring  that  board  adopted  a  series  of 
resolutions  or  made  a  declaration  of  principles  which  I  wish  to  read  : 

The  Board  of  Home  Missions  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States 
of  America,  having  carefully  considered  the  movement  of  the  National  League 
for  an  amendment  to  the  national  Constitution  in  the  matter  of  appropriation  of 
government  funds  to  different  denominations  for  the  support  of  what  are  called 
"Contract  Schools'*  among  the  Indians,  desires  to  give  expression  to  the  following 
declaration.  We  are  in  nearty  accord  with  the  end  aimed  at  by  the  Nationsd 
League.  We  believe  it  to  be  contrary  alike  to  the  form  and  spirit  of  our  govern- 
ment that  any  governmental  aid  should  be  given  to  any  Church  for  the  prosecution 
of  any  part  of  its  work.  We  su-e,  therefore,  in  favor  of  such  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  as  will  put  an  end  to  government  grants  to  denominational  schools. 

But  the  judgment  of  the  board  is  that  the  closing  of  the  contract  system  of  Ind- 
ian schools  devolves  on  the  government  the  duty  of  extending  to  the  Indians  the 
beneiits  of  our  common  school  system.  Until  this  is  done,  it  would  be  disastrous 
to  the  Indian  tribes  to  take  away  from  them  or  put  in  jeopardy  the  schools  whose 
advantages  they  now  enjoy.  It  is  further  to  be  observed  that  the  contract  system 
of  Indian  schools  now  existing  between  this  board  and  the  Indian  Bureau  is  the 
outcome  of  offers  made  to  the  board  by  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  years 
ago,  which  offers  we  did  not  seek,  but,  on  the  contrary,  our  co-operation  was 
sought;  and  these  schools,  which  have  been  of  such  undoubted  blessing  to  the 
Indians,  cannot  be  abruptly  terminated  without  serious  harm  to  their  moral  and 
spiritual  interests. 

Dr.  W.  H.  Ward. —  I  understand  that  this  Presbyterian  plan  is 
that  they  shall  withdraw  when  the  government  shall  extend  the  school 
system  to  all  the  Indians.  All  schools  must  be  religious.  A  govern- 
ment boarding  school  has  got  to  be  Protestant  or  Catholic.  If  they 
are  Protestant,  they  have  got  to  be  under  the  religious  instruction 
of  Methodists  or  Baptists  or  Presbyterians  or  Quakers  or  some  sect. 
You  are  not  going  to  give  Indian  children  in  a  boarding  school  a 
purely  secular  education.  The  question  involved  in  the  contract 
school  is  exactly  that  which  is  involved  in  the  government  boarding 
school.  If  you  will  say,  Government  shall  withdraw  all  boarding 
schools  and  shut  them  up,  and  no  longer  teach  religion  in  the  board- 
ing schools,  then  that  moment  you  can  say,  We  will  give  no  more 
money  to  the  contract  school  in  which  precisely  the  same  religion  is 
taught. 

Professor  J.  B.  Dunbar,  New  Jersey,  exhibited  several  interesting 
Indian  books,  among  them  a  John  Eliot  Bible.  Professor  Dunbar 
was  bom  among  the  Indians  as  the  son  of  a  missionary.  He  thought 
Mrs.  Quinton  had  made  it  very  clear  that  the  one  thing  most  desir- 
able in  treating  the  Indians  was  the  element  of  certainty.  For  two 
things  the  Indian  has  respect, —  power  and  the  inevitable.  The  laws 
heretofore  with  respect  to  Indians  had  been  made  for  the  advantage 
of  the  white  man,  and  not  for  the  Indian.     The  Indians  do  not  respect 
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the  present  vacillating  system.  The  whole  subject  should  be  taken 
out  of  the  range  of  politics.  He  thought  a  board  made  up  of  one 
military  man  and  two  civilians  should  be  put  in  charge,  to  look 
after  these  questions. 

Miss  Edna  Dean  Proctor  was  then  introduced,  who,  at  the  request 
of  the  Conference,  recited  one  of  her  own  poems,  "  The  Last  Inca 
of  Peru." 

President  Gates. —  When  the  touch  of  genius  is  thrown  over  the 
history  of  those  who  thus  sadly  perished,  we  owe  a  special  debt  to  the 
one  who  presents  history  to  us  in  this  idealized  form.  Those  who 
would  like  to  thank  Miss  Proctor  for  the  pleasure  she  has  given  us 
will  say,  Aye. 

There  was  a  hearty  and  unanimous  vote  of  thanks. 
Adjourned  at  10.30  p.m. 
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Friday  Morning,  October  9. 


The  Conference  was  called  to  order  after  prayer.  President 
Gates  said  that  all  who  remembered  the  prayer  of  Bishop  Whipple  a 
year  before,  in  which  he  prayed  for  the  Indians  as  "  this  people  of 
the  restless  eye  and  the  wandering  foot,"  would  be  interested  to  know 
that  a  letter  had  been  received  from  him,  expressing  his  deep  in- 
terest in  this  Conference. 

The  letter  was  then  read.  A  letter  was  also  read  from  Hon.  John 
E.  Noble,  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  regretting  his  enforced  absence. 

President  Gates. —  It  requires  a  great  deal  more  stamina  on 
.  the  part  of  men  high  in  office  than  sometimes,  in  our  moments  of 
criticism,  we  are  willing  to  give  them  credit  for,  to  resist  the  powerful 
pressure  of  the  spoilsmen.  When  men  like  Secretary  Noble  and 
President  Harrison  and  President  Cleveland  stand  firm  in  their 
advocacy  of  justice  for  the  Indian,  they  should  have  expressions  of 
our  confidence  and  regard.  Therefore,  without  advising  any  formal 
deliverance,  I  wish  to  suggest  that  the  men  who  are  exposed  to  the 
ceaseless  fire  of  criticism  from  newspapers  will  be  helped  by  a  word 
from  thoughtful.  Christian  people,  honestly  praising  what  has  been 
done  that  is  right.  If  any  man  or  woman,  then,  is  disposed  to 
write  to  Secretary  Noble  and  President  Harrison  of  our  gratification  at 
the  civil  service  rules  that  have  been  adopted,  I  doubt  not  that  such 
letters  would  be  acceptable. 

We  come  now  to  consider  education  for  the  Indians,  the  crying 
need  of  the  hour.  What  are  we  going  to  do  to  uplift  the  Indians, 
unless  we  can  bring  them  under  the  sway  of  ideas  ?  There  is  no  other 
way  of  getting  them  out  of  barbarism  and  bringing  them  under  the 
reign  of  law.  Did  you  notice  that  some  one  said,  "  We  need  more  law, 
because  the  Indians  are  getting  loose  in  their  morals  "  ?  It  is  as  im- 
possible to  legislate  a  love  of  sin  out  of  the  human  heart  as  it  is  to 
legislate  vice  out  of  a  community.  There  must  be  another  power, 
deeper  than  law,  to  accomplish  this  result.  We  emphasize  law,  be- 
cause there  is  no  progress  for  a  people  from  barbarism  up  to  civiliza- 
tion except  as  right  moral  convictions,  clearer  ideas  as  to  right  and 
wrong,  take  on  a  permanent  form  in  institutions  and  laws.  The  best 
ideas  of  the  past  have  been  fixed  for  us  in  social  customs,  in  laws 
and  institutions.  We  are  fortified  in  goodness  by  this  crystallized 
result  of  the  thinking  of  previous  generations  of  men.  When  the 
question  arises.  How  shall  the  30,000  Indian  children  of  school  age 
become  self-directing  citizens  ?  we  feel  that  law  alone  will  not  do  it. 
There   must  be   the  constraining  power  that  comes  from  Christian 
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education.  There  must  be  the  constraining  power  of  Christ,  which 
sends  men  into  the  work  of  missionary  teaching,  and  holds  them 
steadfast  in  that  work.  We  take  up,  therefore,  the  subject  of  educa- 
tion, and  I  invite  the  Rev.  Dr.  George  Dana  Boardman,  of  Phila- 
delphia, to  open  the  discussion. 

Dr.  G.  D.  Boardman,  Philadelphia. —  I  would  like  to  say  a  word  on 
the  limitations  of  education.  I  am  one  of  those  who  think  the  State 
cannot  give  a  thorough  education.  To  give  a  thorough  education 
would  be  for  the  State  to  overstep  its  constitutional  limits.  The 
Church,  and  the  Church  only,  can  give  an  education  which  is  symmet- 
rical as  well  as  total.  It  is  my  conviction  that  this  question  of  edu- 
cation is  to  be  remitted  ultimately  to  the  Church.  No  one  is  a 
stronger  admirer  of  the  common  school  and  the  secular  system  than 
I  am.  But  that  education  which  does  not  take  in  the  hereafter, 
which  does  not  rest  on  those  fundamental  principles  which  are  to 
abide  when  the  scenery  of  this  world  passes  away,  is  defective,  and  in 
that  regard  an  untrue  education.  A  question  of  right  is  not  to  be 
settled  by  a  numerical  majority.  A  question  of  conscience  is  not  to 
be  decided  in  any  scales,  avoirdupois  or  Troy.  We  have  got  to  come 
to  the  fundamental  question.  Shall  these  30,000  Indian  children 
of  whom  we  have  heard  be  allowed  to  grow  up  in  ignorance  of 
these  fundamental  principles?  What  does  it  advantage  to  give  an 
education  to  your  child  that  shall  cover  all  the  principles  of  this  life  ? 
What  shall  it  advantage  your  son  going  forth  from  his  university  to 
know  everything  about  earth's  latitudes  and  longitudes,  everything 
about  a  ship  from  pennon  to  keel,  to  have  every  chart  and  the  best 
of  compasses,  if,  after  all,  when  life's  voyage  is  over,  he  has  no 
heavenly  harbor  to  make  ? 

President  Gates. —  I  will  ask  Miss  Cook  of  the  Indian  Depart- 
ment, whom  we  sometimes  call  "  the  library  of  useful  knowledge,"  to 
open  the  subject,  "Education:  Its  Progress,  its  Obstacles,  and  its 
Limitations." 


EDUCATION:    ITS   PROGRESS,  ITS   OBSTACLES, 
AND   ITS   LIMITATIONS. 

Miss  Cook. —  A  great  advance  has  been  made  in  education  for 
Indians.  I  can  remember  the  time  when  there  were  no  Indiai)  police, 
when  the  first  one  was  started  at  San  Carlos  among  the  Apaches, 
when  there  were  no  Courts  of  Indian  Offences,  when  there  were  no 
training  schools,  no  allotments,  no  Mohonk.  When  I  began  my 
work,  the  whole  number  of  Indian  children  in  school,  exclusive  of 
New  York  and  the  five  civilized  tribes,  was  about  3,500. 

Mr.  Smiley. —  Miss  Cook  is  eighteen  years  old  in  the  Indian  ser- 
vice. *" 

Miss  Cook. —  Last  summer  I  was  being  ferried  across  the  Potomac 
in  a  row-boat  by  an  old  colored  man  with  gray  hair  and  an  expansive 
smile.  I  talked  with  him  a  little,  and  asked  him  how  he  got  his 
living.  "  By  fishing,"  he  said.  "  How  much  can  you  earn  ? " 
"Miss,"  he  replied,  "sometimes  I  gits  ten  cents  a  day,  and  then  I 
lives  down  to  it;  and  sometimes  I  gits  a  dollar  a  day,  and  then  I 
lives  up  to  it,  but  I  keeps  on  livin'  all  the  time."     I  can  remember 
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when  we  lived  down  to  ten  cents  a  day.  Then  there  was  very  great 
joy  in  the  Indian  Office  because  there  was  an  appropriation  of  twenty 
thousand  dollars,  which  made  it  possible  to  branch  out  in  new  direc- 
tions. Since  then,  from  the  twenty  thousand  dollars,  the  ten  cents  a 
day,  we  have  come  up  to  the  dollar  a  day ;  and  the  result  has  been 
that  there  are  now  thirteen  training  schools  in  ten  different  States 
and  Territories,  and  five  more  will  probably  be  in  operation  the 
present  year.  At  the  end  of  this  fiscal  year  it  is  hoped  these  will 
accommodate  4,600  pupils,  more  than  a  thousand  more  than  all 
the  Indian  pupils  who  were  in  school  eighteen  years  ago.  Those 
3,500  then  in  school  included  all  the  mission  schools  and  all  the 
children  we  could  hear  of  who  were  in  school.  Almost  all  the 
scholars  in  mission  schools  are  also  reported  in  the  government 
statistics,  because  they  are  more  or  less  supported  by  government 
aid.  New  schools  have  been  opened  at  Fort  Belknap,  Fort  Totten, 
Fort  Sill,  and  on  the  Colville  reservation ;  and  there  is  to  be  a  new 
one  for  the  Navajos  on  the  San  Juan,  and  one  for  the  Cheyennes  and 
Arapahoes  at  Seger  Colony.  A  good  many  here  have  been  interested 
in  the  self-denying  labors  of  Mr.  Seger  among  those  Indians,  and 
have  given  him  some  help.  He  actually  is  to  have  a  boarding  school 
and  a  house  for  himself,  and  be  comfortable.  There  is  also  to  be 
one  among  the  Round  Valley  Indians.  They  had  one,  but  it  was 
burned.  The  Rosebud  Sioux  have  been  promised  a  boarding  school 
regularly  every  year,  and  an  advertisement  calling  for  bids  for  build- 
ings is  now  out.  The  Utes  will  have  one  before  the  year  is  over,  as 
will  also  the  Oneidas  in  Wisconsin.  A  large  number  of  day  schools 
will  be  added  to  the  Sioux  in  Dakota,  in  strict  accordance  with  the 
treaty  provision  of  twenty  years  ago. 

The  great  advance  in  our  income  to  a  dollar  a  day  has  been  used 
not  only  to  increase  the  number  of  pupils,  but  to  improve  the  build- 
ings and  equipment.  The  personnel  of  teachers  and  employees  has 
been  raised.  The  principal  work  of  the  last  two  years  has  been  not 
so  much  adding  to  the  number  as  to  the  efficiency  of  the  schools  in 
operation.  Last  year  rules  for  the  conduct  of  all  Indian  schools  were 
formulated,  and  a  course  of  study  and  books  was  adopted,  so  that  uni- 
formity and  system  could  be  had  and  the  different  schools  could 
work  along  nearly  the  same  lines. 

The  extension  of  the  civil  service  regulations  to  physicians,  ma- 
trons, superintendents,  and  teachers,  will  eventually  very  largely  assist 
the  Indian  school  service.  I  do  not  think  it  will  make  any  material 
difference  in  the  present  personnel^  for  the  reason  that  for  the  last 
two  years  civil  service  has  been  practically  applied  in  that  depart- 
ment. 

Added  to  this  is  the  compulsory  law  obliging  the  attendance  of 
children  at  school.  That  has  not  been  put  into  operation  yet,  and 
how  successfully  it  will  work  remains  to  be  seen.  The  law  seems  to 
have  more  moral  sanction  than  anything  else,  and  it  gives  the  Com- 
missioner something  to  fall  back  upon. 

That  law  does  not  apply  to  the  New  York  Indians,  nor  to  the  five 
civilized  tribes,  nor  to  the  Pueblos,  nor  to  the  Indians  who  have  be- 
come citizens  of  the  United  States  by  taking  up  land  in  severalty. 
Leaving  those  out,  it  applies  to  all  Indians,  whether  on  or  off  reserva- 
tions, of  suitable  age  and  health.     The  age  limit  is  between  five  and 
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eighteen  years  of  age.  Whether  they  have  suitable  health  shall  be 
determined  by  the  physician.  The  parents  and  guardians  of  Indian 
children  shall  decide  for  them,  and  Indian  youth  of  mature  judgment 
may  choose  for  themselves  whether  they  shall  go  to  a  government  or 
to  a  private  school  or  to  a  public  school.  By  that  I  mean  ordinary 
State  public  school.  As  a  rule,  most  of  them  will  naturally  and  in- 
evitably go  to  the  schools  near  them. 

President  Gates. —  In  case  the  children  were  all  to  attend  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  provision  of  the  law,  how  many  children  would 
there  be,  exclusive  of  the  civilized  tribes? 

Miss  Cook. —  About  30,000. 

President  Gates. —  And  we  have  accommodations  in  all  the 
schools  for  how  many? 

Miss  Cook. —  About  2,400  by  the  end  of  this  fiscal  year.  That 
would  take  the  extreme  limits  of  all  buildings,  but  they  cannot  be 
used  to  their  extreme  limits. 

President  Gates. —  Taking  the  most  favorable  figures,  how  many 
children  would  be  unprovided  for? 

Miss  Cook. —  About  10,000. 

President  Gates. —  Then  we  need  a  great  deal  more  money. 

Miss  Cook. —  Yes,  a  great  deal  more. 

Mr.  Garrett. —  How  can  the  compulsory  law  be  enforced  if  there 
is  not  sufficient  accommodation  ? 

Miss  Cook. —  The  Commissioner  will  stop  at  the  right  place.  The 
work  that  has  been  accomplished  has  been  very  satisfactory  in  a 
great  many  lines,  but  a  great  deal  has  yet  to  be  done.  We  have  no 
schools  among  the  Southern  Utes,  none  for  the  Zuftis.  We  have 
none  for  the  White  Mountain  Apaches,  and  not  room  for  those  at 
San  Carlos,  even  if  they  were  inclined  to  come.  Among  the  Navajos, 
at  White  Earth,  at  Pine  Ridge,  and  at  Rosebud,  more  schools  are 
needed  than  they  have.  Then,  when  the  new  schools  go  into  opera- 
tion and  the  scholars  come  into  them,  they  will  have  to  be  supported; 
and  that  will  require  more  work  and  more  appropriations. 

The  Indian  Office  has  been  embarrassed  by  the  limits  in  the  cost 
of  buildings.  It  has  been  impossible  sometimes  to  put  up  any  sort 
of  suitable  buildings  for  the  money  allowed,  $10,000  (now  $12,000)  a 
building  being  fixed  as  the  limit.  A  makeshift  policy  has  been  adopted 
of  putting  up  something  that  they  did  not  want  one  year  and  tearing 
it  down  the  next  year,  and  they  have  had  to  resort  to  all  sorts  of  con- 
trivances in  carrying  on  schools.  On  prairies  which  are  limitless 
they  have  placed  the  kitchen,  dining-room,  and  laundry  in  the  base- 
ment, to  save  the  cost  of  roofing.  The  laundries  are  poor,  and  bath- 
rooms are  wanting.  Sitting-rooms  are  contracted,  and  assembly- 
rooms  are  luxuries  that  few  have.  In  very  few  is  there  a  place  where 
the  parents  can  come  to  visit  the  children.  The  advisability  of  some 
improvement  in  these  things  is  recognized,  and  there  is  some  prog- 
ress. 

Another  thing  has  been  done  which  may  come  to  a  good  deal  in 
the  end, —  the  effort  of  the  Commissioner  to  put  Indian  children  into 
the  State  public  schools.  Any  State  or  Territory  that  has  Indian 
children  running  round  loose  that  wants  to  put  them  into  the  public 
school  can  do  so  by  contract  with  the  Indian  Office,  and  for  each 
child  ten  dollars  a  quarter  will  be  paid. 
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President  Gates. —  That  is  a  very  hopeful  thing. 

Gen.  Whittlesey. —  A  hundred  Indian  children  are  in  such  schools 
under  that  arrangement. 

Miss  Cook. —  I  think  that  will  be  one  of  the  "  ways  out." 

Mr.  Smiley. —  Is  there  any  limit  to  that  fund  ? 

Miss  Cook. —  I  do  not  think  there  will  be  any  trouble  about  that. 
There  is  a  general  fund  of  nearly  a  million,  out  of  which  the  Com- 
missioner makes  such  appropriations  in  minor  sums  as  to  meet  these 
new  ideas  which  are  always  in  his  mind. 

Mr.  Meserve. —  Could  they  go  into  the  high  schools  under  such  an 
arrangement  ? 

Miss  Cook. —  I  do  not  think  there  would  be  any  trouble  about  that 

Captain  Pratt. —  We  had  nearly  two  hundred  Indian  children  in  the 
public  schools  of  Pennsylvania  last  year.  We  have  had  them  there 
without  any  ten  dollars  a  quarter.  We  have  had  them  there  for 
nothing.  There  is  no  limit  to  the  expansion  of  that  sort  of  work.  I 
will  place  a  thousand  children  there  next  year  without  charge  to  the 
United  States  if  I  can  have  the  proper  children.  They  can  then  be 
learning  the  lessons  of  home  life  and  civilization  which  cannot  be 
learned  in  an  Indian  school. 

President  Gates. —  Judge  Draper,  will  New  York  allow  that? 

Judge  Draper. —  No.  Is  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  ready  to  re- 
ceive an  unlimited  number  of  non-residents  free  of  charge? 

Captain  Pratt. —  We  have  the  good  will  of  the  Governor  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  we  have  had  constantly  the  indorsement  of  the  Superm- 
tendent  of  Education.  The  people  are  in  favor  of  it  right  straight 
through.  Indian  children  are  geducated  there  just  as  German  and 
Irish  and  other  children  are  educated,  when  they  are  placed  in  fami- 
lies there. 

President  Gates. —  In  inspecting  the  Carlisle  School,  it  once  be- 
came my  duty  to  look  over  several  hundred  letters  concerning  the 
pupils  who  had  been  on  the  outings ;  and  from  those  letters  it  was 
plainly  seen  how  easily  the  great  mass  of  Christian  people  in  this 
country  could  take  care  of  these  Indians,  if  we  could  get  them  out  of 
the  reservations. 

Gen.  Eaton. —  May  I  ask  Judge  Draper  if  any  district  in  his  State 
should  choose  to  receive  in  the  school  from  a  family  resident  there 
an  Indian  pupil,  would  there  be  any  objection  from  his  office  ? 

Judge  Draper. —  Certainly  not. 

Miss  Cook. —  Two  things  have  been  accomplished.  Tl^e  Commis- 
sioner has  been  able  to  district  the  entire  service  into  four  districts, 
with  a  supervisor  of  education  for  each  district.  The  Commissioner 
is  proposing  to  hold  an  institute,  to  include  the  superintendents  and  a 
few  others.  They  will  meet  and  discuss  pupils,  schools,  buildings, 
new  schools  on  and  off  the  reservations,  apparatus,  methods,  etc. 
Then  they  will  return  to  their  respective  districts,  and  the  best  ideas 
will  go  from  the  top  down  and  permeate  the  whole  body  of  the  Indian 
school  service.  In  view  of  all  that  has  been  done,  and  especially  of 
what  there  is  to  do,  the  Indian  Office  must  have  a  dollar  and  a  quar- 
ter a  day  I 

Dr.  Riggs  was  invited  to  ^peak. 
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Dr.  RiGGS. —  I  wish  to  confine  my  talk  to  a  particular  point,  one  of 
the  difficulties  of  compulsory  education.  We  all  rejoice  that  we  have 
a  Commissioner  with  wide  experience,  and  with  an  earnest  purpose  to 
carry  out  some  sufficient  and  extensive  plan  of  schools  that  will  cover 
the  ground.  We  wish  that  plan  perfect  success.  It  is  because  there 
are  circumstances  in  the  way  that  may  prevent  this  perfect  success 
that  I  wish  to  speak.  The  plan  of  the  Commissioner  is  for  a  scheme 
of  day  schools,  reservation  hoarding  schools,  and  central  training 
schools  of  a  high  grade,  that  shall  ultimately  provide  the  educational 
facilities  for  the  whole  Indian  school  population.  The  necessary 
result  is  that  this  system  will  crowd  out  of  existence  the  missionary 
schools  that  have  been  planted.  It  has  already  crowded  out  a  school 
at  Albuquerque  started  by  the  Presbyterians.  All  of  the  pupils  have 
been  taken  away.  You  will  pardon  me  if  I  speak  more  particularly 
of  my  own  school  at  Santee,  because  I  want  to  speak  of  what  I  know. 
It  started  twenty-two  years  ago.  It  has  not  only  had  some  influ- 
ence among  while  people,  but  it  has  had  a  large  influence  among 
the  Indians.  It  has  almost  always  had  the  confidence  of  the  Indian 
Office.  The  most  friendly  relations  have  always  existed  with  that 
office.  Yet  its  work  has  been  hampered  by  this  scheme  of  the 
government  for  universal  education.  When  we  go  to  the  agency  to 
solicit  pupils, —  not  so  much  to  solicit  pupils,  because  we  do  not  have 
to  do  that,  for  they  solicit  themselves,  or  their  parents  for  them, —  we 
are  met  with  the  question,  Have  you  authority  from  the  Indian 
Office  to  take  those  pupils  ?  If  we  have  not,  the  door  is  shown  to  us. 
No  pupil  can  come  to  us  until  the  government  school  is  full.  This 
year  some  of  our  pupils  who  had  •returned  home  on  vacation,  but 
were  technically  menibers  of  our  school,  had  to  hide  from  the  govern- 
ment police  to  prevent  being  put  into  the  agency  school,  because 
it  was  not  full.  At  Devil's  Lake  Agency  we  have  two  schools  com- 
bined with  our  Congregational  and  Presbyterian  missions.  The 
people  have  some  idea  of  what  they  want  in  regard  to  the  education 
of  their  children.  It  has  been  on  their  minds  to  have  to  put  them  in 
a  school  dominated  by  Catholic  teachers.  They  were  wise  enough 
to  appreciate  the  difference  in  the  grade  of  instruction,  and  they 
remembered  that  they  would  be  able  to  always  read  the  open  Bible  ; 
and  so  they  sent  them  down  to  us,  as  in  previous  years.  But  they 
were  not  permitted  to  remain,  because  the  government  school  had 
capacity  to  receive  all  the  children.  So  the  religious  preferences  of 
the  parents  were  not  respected.  The  rules  that  have  been  mem- 
tioned  by  Miss  Cook  may  seem  to  make  all  this  talk  of  mine  out  of 
date  ;  but  sometimes  things  are  not  as  they  are  supposed  to  be.  A 
year  ago  a  mother  came  to  me,  saying  she  wanted  to  have  her 
daughter  transferred  from  the  government  school  to  attend  our 
normal  school.  She  was  growing  to  be  a  young  woman.  The 
mother  could  not  read  herself,  nor  could  her  husband;  and  they 
wanted  the  daughter  to  learn  to  read  the  Dakota  Bible.  They  were 
both  members  of  the  church.  I  told  her  it  was  impossible  to  make 
the  arrangement  and  to  get  permission  from  the  Commissioner,  as  it 
was  so  near  the  opening  of  the  term.  She  came  again  in  the  middle 
of  last  summer.  So  I  wrote  a  letter  for  her  and  for  the  girl,  making 
application  that  she  be  allowed  to  send  her  daughter  to  our  school. 
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At  the  same  time  one  of  the  elders  in  one  of  our  churches  made  the 
same  request  to  the  Commissioner  for  leave  to  put  his  two  boys  into 
our  school.  1  have  in  my  hand,  under  date  of  September  12,  the 
reply  from  the  Indian  Office,  saying  that  the  agent  had  been  con- 
sulted, and  had  reported  that  the  children  ought  not  to  be  taken  out 
from  the  government  school. 

Gen.  Whittlesey. —  Are  not  these  Indians  all  citizens  of  the 
United  States  ? 

Dr.  RiGGS. —  They  have  been  for  six  years,  but  that  does  not  affect 
the  matter. 

Gen.  Whittlesey. —  Cannot  they  choose  the  school  they  want. to? 

Senator  Dawes. — The  appropriation  bill  has  been  compelled  to 
make  special  provision  that  the  children  of  Indians  who  are  citizens 
may  come  into  government  schools.  It  is  only  a  permission  for  them 
to  come  in.  Nobody  has  a  right  to  compel  an  Indian  citizen  to  send 
his  children  to  a  government  school  unless  he  wishes  to. 

Dr.  Warner. —  Does  not  your  school,  Dr.  Riggs,  expect  compensa- 
tion from  the  government  ?  If  so,  isn't  the  objection  that  the  children 
are  all  provided  for,  and  hence  it  is  not  necessary  to  make  this  extra 
compensation  for  them  ? 

Dr.  Riggs. —  It  costs  the  government  less  to  educate  the  children 
in  our  school  than  in  the  other  schools.  This  restrictive  influence  has 
affected  those  that  are  above  school  age.  It  took  me  three  years  to 
bring  from  Mpntana  a  young  man  who  wanted  to  go  down  and  train 
himself  as  a  teacher  for  his  people.  The  restrictive  principle  worked 
against  the  Christian  training  school.  I  do  not  believe  the  Commis- 
sioner would  have  signed  that  letter  himself. 

President  Gates. —  Are  the  existing  laws  such  as  to  make  it  com- 
petent for  parents  to  send  children  to  your  school,  if  they  will  ? 

Dr.  Riggs. —  Citizens  should  certainly  have  that  right ;  but  I  think 
there  is  a  wider  right  than  that.  It  cannot  be  settled  by  the  matter 
of  citizenship.  I  know  the  courts  would  sustain  us  if  we  made  an 
issue,  but  it  does  not  seem  desirable.  It  seems  to  me  that  public 
opinion  and  the  good  sense  of  the  Commissioner  will  settle  this. 

President  Gates. —  Is  legislation  needed,  or  only  that  the  attention 
of  the  Commissioner  be  drawn  to  it  ? 

Dr.  Riggs. —  There  is  no  legal  protection  for  missionary  schools  on 
reservations.  • 

Senator  Dawes. —  You  make  a  contract  with  the  government  by 
which  you  agree  to  educate  some  of  the  government  pupils.  Of 
course,  the  government  can  make  such  terms  with  you  as  you  and  the 
government  agree  upon.  It  is  between  you  and  the  government. 
The  government  insists  upon  it  that,  if  it  gives  you  a  contract  to  edu- 
cate so  many  children,  you  must  not  take  them  out  of  the  other 
schools. 

Dr.  Riggs. —  Our  contract  at  Santee  does  not  allow  us  to  receive 
any  pupils  from  Fort  Berthold,  although  we  have  a  school  there  to 
prepare  pupils  for  Santee.  Because  it  is  not  mentioned  in  our  con- 
tract, we  are  not  allowed  to  go  there  to  receive  pupils  without  special 
permission. 

Senator  Dawes. —  You  agreed  that  you  would  not? 

Dr.  Riggs. —  We  agreed  that  we  would  not.     But  I  think  we  should 
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receive  any  pupils.  We  must  recognize  the  right  of  the  Indian 
parent  to  judge  where  his  children  shall  be  educated.  That  Indian 
parent  must  come  under  the  proper  rules  of  the  compulsory  education 
law.  He  must  feel  the  obligation  of  seeing  that  his  child  receives  an 
education.  That  is  a  good  principle.  I  am  not  at  all  talking  in 
favor  of  the  contract  system.  I  see  the  day  when  that  will  be  done 
away.  It  is  because  I  have  an  interest  in  general  education  and  the 
work  of  the  government  that  I  do  not  want  any  mistakes  made.  The 
government  cannot  afford  to  crowd  out  missionary  work.  It  may  take 
up  a  portion  of  its  educational  work.  It  has  been  remarkable  to  me 
to  see  the  enthusiasm  of  these  secular  superintendents.  You  would 
think  they  were  foreign  missionaries  just  returned.  The  results  they 
are  most  proud  of  are  Christian  results.  Under  existing  circum- 
stances, it  is  possible  to  have  Christian  men  and  women  in  control ; 
but  the  whole  system  will  not  be  Christian.  In  some  of  the  govern- 
ment schools  to-day  the  moral  tone  is  utterly  degrading.  That  is 
lamentable,  of  course.  The  people  of  the  United  States  cannot 
afford  to  drop  out  missionary  schools.  They  ought  to  have  the 
chance  to  go  on  with  their  work :  they  have  something  higher  to  give 
than  mere  secular  education.  Our  work  is  to  train  Christian  teachers 
and  preachers.  We  have  sent  out  many  who  have  done  good  work, 
and  we  hope  we  may  have  the  opportunity  to  train  more  and  more. 
We  must  have  a  trained  native  agency  in  carrying  it  on.  The 
principles  that  I  contend  for  are  those  that  must  have  a  wide  applica- 
tion. We  cannot  say  that  we  must  have  these  privileges,  and  the 
Catholics  must  not.  They  should  have  the  same  privileges  that  we 
have,  but  should  be  held  to  the  same  standard  of  excellency  that  we 
are  willing  to  meet.  Please  understand  that  we  are  working  for 
something  broader  than  the  success  of  our  own  particular  mission 
school.  When  I  gave  myself  to  educational  work  twenty-one  years 
ago,  it  was  not  for  the  sake  of  building  up  one  little  school,  but  for 
the  sake  of  general  Christian  education  among  the  Indians,  for  the 
salvation  of  the  Indian  people. 

President  Gatks. —  Does  the  question  of  the  language  used  in  your 
school  have  anything  to  do  with  this  ? 

Dr.  RiGGS. —  I  do  not  think  it  has.  I  would  not,  under  any  circum- 
stances, give  instruction  only  in  English. 

President  Gatks. —  Is  any  effort  made  to  preserve  their  native  lan- 
guage among  the  children  ? 

Dr.  RiGGS. —  Yes:  we  train  them  so  that  they  can  go  with  two 
Bibles  in  their  hands. 

President  Gates. —  The  children  are  taught  Dakota,  whether  they 
are  intending  to  be  missionaries  or  not } 

Dr.  RiGGS. —  Yes  ;  and  over  and  above  that  we  are  giving  the  best 
education  given  to  any  Indian  pupils  in  the  missionary  field. 

Mr.  Boyd. —  You  heard  from  Dr.  Thompson  last  night  that  the 
Presbyterian  Board  of  Home  Missions  expects  to  give  up  its  contracts 
with  the  government  as  soon  as  practicable.  Now,  if  the  Presbyte- 
rian Board  gives  up  these  contracts  and  receives  no  aid  from  the 
government,  can  it  go  on  to  another  reservation,  where  the  people  have 
become  citizens,  and  be  able  to  educate  an /body,  without  regard  to 
the  Indian  Office  or  anybody  else  ?  Can  any  one  interfere  with  our 
right  to  educate  Indians  ?     Will  Mr.  Smiley  answer  that  ? 
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Mr.  Smiley. — I  have  had  the  matter  of  education  very  much  at 
heart  The  great  difficulty  with  reference  to  it  has  been  broached. 
In  California  the  government  has  established  a  school  at  Banning, 
the  largest  settlement  of  Mission  Indians.  They  had  a  school  build- 
ing and  grounds,  and  appointed  a  most  competent  teacher  to  go 
there.  What  has  taken  place  ?  The  Catholics  have  put  up  a  large 
brick  building  within  a  short  distance,  and  they  want  to  fill  up  that 
school.  They  have  a  contract  with  the  government.  The  govern- 
ment pays  for  each  pupil  more  than  it  costs  them,  I  think.  They  em- 
ploy as  teachers  nuns,  who  work  for  nothing.  They  can  run  a  school 
more  cheaply  than  the  Presbyterians  or  Quakers.  They  have  a  good 
school  in  many  respects.  But  here  is  the  government  paying  for  one 
school  four  miles  away,  from  which  pupils  are  abstracted,  and  also 
paying  money  to  this  contract  school.  That  is,  it  is  paying  the  same 
thing  twice  over.  It  pays  for  its  own  school,  and  then  it  pays  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  for  every  pupil  that  the  Catholics  can 
gather  in.  Here  are  contract  schools  fighting  for  scholars,  because,  if 
they  are  not  full,  they  do  not  get  the  government  support.  Every 
contract  school  is  also  anxious  to  get  the  brightest  and  best  scholars. 
The  different  contract  schools  fight  among  thenselves  for  these. 
That  is  taking  place  over  the  whole  country,  and  I  think  it  is  a  miser- 
able muddle.  When  Captain  Pratt  wants  to  get  scholars,  he  ranges 
over  the  Western  States.  They  all  want  to  go  to  Captain  Pratt's 
school.  The  name  of  Carlisle  is  a  great  name.  General  Armstrong 
does  the  same  thing.  Captain  Pratt's  is  not  a  contract  school :  it  is  a 
government  school.  General  Armstrong's  is  a  contract  school.  The 
Presbyterians  do  the  same  thing.  The  Quakers  in  some  places  do. 
They  all  want  the  best  sheep  out  of  the  pasture.  Sometimes  I  have 
known  of  their  taking  two  generations,  a  father  and  the  child,  so  as 
to  fill  up  the  school.  Sometimes  they  will  take  scholars  that  others 
have  rejected  on  account  of  sickness  or  bad  behavior.  This  ought  to 
be  remedied.  At  Santee  there  is  a  most  admirable  school  under  Dr. 
Riggs,  one  of  the  oldest  contract  schools.  There  is  a  government 
school  one  mile  away,  and  a  Congregational  school  another  mile,  and 
an  Episcopal  school  on  the  other  side.  Each  of  these  receives  funds 
from  the  government.  The  government  has  a  right  to  say  where  it 
shall  place  its  scholars.  The  moment  these  schools  pay  their  own 
expenses  the  pupils  should  be  allowed  to  go  where  they  like.  So 
long  as  they  receive  pay  from  the  government  they  must  submit  to 
the  terms  of  the  government.  Captain  Pratt's  is  a  government 
school,  supported  and  built  by  government,  and  is  on  a  different 
footing.  I  think,  sooner  or  later,  all  the  contract  schools  will  be 
abolished.  There  is  no  doubt  about  it.  They  will  become  indepen- 
dent missionary  schools.  Religious  schools  should  be  perfectly  free 
from  the  government. 

Mr.  Boyd. —  We  are  asked  very  earnestly  to  start  a  school  among 
the  Apaches.  Suppose  we  start  an  independent  school,  what  is  the 
process  by  which  we  should  start  it  there  ?  Can  we  have  it  inde- 
pendent of  the  government,  and  get  on  without  being  molested  or 
made  afraid? 

President  Gates. —  No  one  will  molest  you  probably,  and  it  will 
depend  on  your  own  courage  whether  you  will  be  afraid  or  not ! 
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Mr.  Gravatt. —  Mr.  Smiley  has  said  that  contract  schools  will 
gather  up  children  who  have  been  dismissed  from  other  schools. 
That  was  once  true,  but  I  do  not  think  it  is  now.  I  think  there  is  a 
black  list  of  scholars  kept  at  the  department. 

Mr.  Meserve. —  There  is. 

President  Gates. —  With  reference  to  teaching  their  native  lan- 
guage to  the  Indians,  it  seems  to  be  a  good  rule  that,  unless  a  nation 
has  a  history  or  a  literature,  there  is  no  possible  use  in  keeping  up 
the  language.     I  am  satisfied  that  our  Indian  languages  ought  to  go. 

Mr.  Wood. —  It  may  be  of  interest  to  the  Conference  to  know 
that  Dr.  Riggs  was  the  first  teacher  of  Dr.  Eastman.  It  was  through 
his  influence  and  assistance  that  Dr.  Eastman  procured  the  scholar- 
ship that  carried  him  through  Dartmouth  College. 

Gen.  Howard. —  Will  Mr.  Smiley  answer  the  question  asked  by 
Mr.  Boyd  ?  The  question  is  this :  Here  are  many  children  unpro- 
vided for.  Our  churches  now  propose  to  go  forward,  as  I  trust,  to 
make  additional  provision  for  these  children,  and  to  pay  all  their 
own  expenses.  There  is  no  school  for  the  White  Mountain  Apa- 
ches. Can  they,  without  interruption  from  the  agent  or  any  one  else, 
establish  a  school  and  have  the  children  go  to  that  school  ? 

Mr.  Boyd. —  I  should  like  to  have  Senator  Dawes  answer  that 
question. 

Senator  Dawes. —  The  thing  is  perfectly  plain,  so  far  as  the  chil- 
dren of  citizens  are  concerned,  those  who  become  citizens'  by  with- 
drawing from  the  tribal  relations.  They  can  go  as  any  white  children 
would  go.  So  far  as  the  children  of  non-citizen  Indians  upon  a  reser- 
vation are  concerned,  no  one  can  go  on  a  reservation  without  leave  of 
the  government :  not  a  white  person,  except  the  officer  in  charge  and 
his  employees,  can  put  his  foot  on  a  reservation  without  the  consent 
of  the  government.  It  is  a  question  between  government  and  the 
people  who  wish  to  carry  on  the  school.  The  time  will  come  —  I 
wish  it  would  come  to-morrow  —  when  there  will  be  just  one  class  of 
people  in  the  United  States,  «V/>^wj, —  with  all  the  rights  of  citizens,  I 
trust  we  shall  all  stand  shoulder  to  shoulder  in  that  position. 

Gen.  Howard. —  Dr.  Riggs  has  stated  that  the  children  of  citizens 
of  the  United  States  cannot  go  to  school  where  they  wish.  This  is  a 
matter  of  official  action  of  the  government.  It  seems  to  me  that  this 
Conference  should  plainly  declare  that  every  citizen  of  the  United 
States  who  is  an  Indian  shall  have  the  same  rights  as  a  white  citi- 
zen. 

Senator  Dawes. —  They  have  it  now. 

Gen.  Howard. —  We  want  to  educate  these  other  six  thousand  chil- 
dren. There  are  denominations  who  want  to  establish  more  schools. 
We  do  not  ask  for  more  legislation.  Can  there  be  regulations  so  that 
we  can  establish  schools  on  these  reservations  ? 

Mr.  Smiley. —  You  say  these  denominations  are  ready  to  go  in  and 
establish  more  schools.  Do  you  mean  for  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  a  scholar? 

Gen.  Howard. —  I  mean  without  help  from  the  government. 

Mr.  Oberly. —  I  understand  the  question  to  be  whether  the  gov- 
ernment, if  it  so  desire,  shall  have  a  monopoly  of  the  right  to  educate 
Indian  children.     Shall  the  government  do  all  the  school  work,  even 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


lOI 

if  persons,  churches,  and  individuals  should  desire  to  engage  in  it 
also  ?  I  understand  the  sentiment  of  this  Conference  to  be  a  Chris- 
tian sentiment.  The  Chairman  is  constantly  saying,  with  our  unani- 
mous concurrence,  that  we  desire  to  have,  and  must  have,  Christian 
instructors,  who  will  lead  our  Indian  children  by  Christian  instruction 
into  Christian  civilization.  Can  we  get  this  kind  of  Christian  instruc- 
tion more  certainly  in  the  government  than  in  the  denominational 
contract  school?  This  Conference  seems  to  believe  that  we  can. 
Is  this  so  ?  You  know  that  the  teachers  in  all  the  contract  schools 
are  Christians ;  and  they  do  much  good  work  in  leading  Indian  chil- 
dren into  the  churches, —  into  Christian  civilization  by  Christian 
paths.  But  do  you  know  this  of  the  government  teachers?  You 
cannot;  but  you  do  know  that  to  many  of  the  government  school 
employees,  being  the  creatures  of  what  is  known  as  the  spoils  system, 
it  cannot  be  said,  "  Ye  are  the  salt  of  the  earth,"  for  many  of  them 
are  indeed  blind  guides  leading  the  blind.  But  we  are  about  to 
throw  off  the  spoils  system  :  we  are  indeed  in  the  very  act  of  putting 
the  Indian  schools  under  the  civil  service  law  system.  But  will  this 
action  enable  us  to  dispense  with  the  denominational  contract  system 
by  giving  us  the  certainty  of  obtaining  Christian  employees  for  the 
government  schools  ?  I  doubt  that  it  will ;  for  it  is  made  an  offence 
by  the  civil  service  rules  to  make  inquiry  concerning  the  religious 
belief  or  affiliations  of  an  applicant  for  place  under  those  rules.  A 
man  may  be  an  infidel,  and  he  may  be  an  applicant  for  the  position 
of  Indian  school-teacher.  Under  the  civil  service  rules,  which  are 
being  applied  now  to  the  Indian  school  service,  you  cannot  ascertain 
this  fact ;  for  it  is  unlawful  to  ask  an  applicant  under  the  civil  service 
rules  anything  concerning  his  religious  opinions.  You  have  no  right 
to  ask  him  if  he  is  a  member  of  this  or  that  church.  You  dare  not 
ask  him  even  if  he  is  a  believer  in  the  religion  of  Christ.  And  if  an 
applicant  for  the  position  of  Indian  school-teacher,  having  passed 
the  civil  service  examination,  were  to  be  certified  to  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Indian  Affairs,  and  the  Commissioner,  having  ascertained 
the  applicant  to  be  an  infidel,  were  to  refuse  to  appoint  him  for  that 
reason,  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  President  to  dismiss  the  Commis- 
sioner from  office.  I  mention  this  fact  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
one  of  the  great  difficulties  in  the  way  of  securing  persons  known  to 
be  Christians  as  employees  of  the  government  schools.  I  mention 
the  fact  for  the  purpose  of  suggesting,  also,  that  it  is  just  probable 
that  in  crowding  out  the  denominational  contract  school,  and  putting 
into  its  place  the  government  school,  you  may  be  crowding  out  a 
good  deal  of  Christian  endeavor  on  behalf  of  the  Indian  and  be  put- 
ting into  its  place  a  good  deal  of  endeavor  that  will  be  utterly  devoid 
of  that  unselfish  spirit  of  the  Christian  missionary  which  has  made 
Indian  Christian  work  resplendent  with  the  glories  of  unselfish  toil 
in  a  field  of  danger,  deprivation,  and  even  martyrdom. 

President  Julius  D.  Dreher  of  Roanoke  College,  Salem,  Va.,  was 
invited  to  speak. 

President  Dreher. —  So  many  things  come  into  my  mind  as  I  rise 
to  speak  for  the  first  time  in  a  Mohonk  Conference  that  I  am  re- 
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minded  of  the  colored  clergyman  who  announced  his  text,  and  then 
said :  **  My  bredren,  1  will  diwide  de  subject  into  two  parts,  what's 
in  de  tex'  and  what's  not  in  de  tex' ;  and  we  will  proceed  to  wrastle 
wid  de  secon'  part  first."  I  am  tempted  to  "wrastle"  with  the 
second  part  first;  but  I  am  also  reminded  that  you  have  provided 
"  a  way  out "  for  your  speakers,  which  gives  a  pretty  plain  hint  that 
the  way  into  the  subject  should  be  as  direct  as  possible.  Although 
deeply  interested  in  the  general  work  of  Indian  education,  I  shall 
confine  myself,  in  the  brief  time  allowed  me,  to  a  few  statements 
with  respect  to  higher  education  among  the  Choctaws  in  the  Indian 
Territory.  As  is  generally  known,  these  Indians  have  had  churches 
and  schools  for  many  years,  several  academies  being  maintained  to 
prepare  boys  for  college.  The  Choctaws  receive  about  $60,000  a 
year  from  leases  on  their  reservation,  and  an  equal  amount  from  our 
government  as  interest  on  money  due  them  for  the  land  surrendered 
in  Mississippi  in  1830.  The  Choctaw  legislature  appropriates  a  part 
of  this  annual  income  for  the  higher  education  of  a  number  of  young 
men  and  women  who  are  distributed  among  a  number  of  colleges  in 
order  to  bring  them  into  closer  contact  with  white  students.  Twenty- 
one  years  ago,  while  I  was  yet  a  student  at  Roanoke,  President 
Bittle  received  from  a  young  Choctaw  a  request  in  these  words: 
"  Please  send  me  a  catalogue  of  your  college.  Please  send  her  soon, 
as  I  shall  need  her."  The  catalogue  was  sent,  and  he  was  so  well 
pleased  with  "  her "  that  he  entered  Roanoke  College,  where  he 
remained  three  years,  much  of  his  time  being  occupied  during  the  last 
session  in  studying  the  question  of  the  rights  of  the  Indians  with 
respect  to  the  allotment  of  lands  in  severalty.  He  returned  to  the 
Territory,  and  within  two  years  was  elected  as  senator  in  the 
Choctaw  legislature.  Mainly  through  his  influence,  Roanoke  was 
selected  as  one  of  the  institutions  to  be  patronized  by  the  Choctaws, 
and  since  that  time  we  have  every  year  had  Indian  students  at  the 
college.  Four  of  their  Superintendents  of  Education — themselves 
Choctaws  —  have  visited  Roanoke  in  their  official  capacity.  One  of 
these, —  ex-Governor  Allan  D.  Wright, —  a  graduate  of  Union  College 
and  Union  Theological  Seminary,  New  York,  preached  one  Sunday 
in  two  of  the  churches  of  Salem ;  and  another,  Rev.  J.  P.  Turnbull, 
in  an  address  in  the  college  chapel  took  the  advanced  position  that 
it  is  more  important  to  educate  girls  than  boys,  because  mothers 
have  the  larger  influence  in  training  and  educating  children.  The 
reports  of  these  superintendents,  as  well  as  the  success  in  life  of  their 
boys  trained  at  Roanoke,  have  produced  so  favorable  an  impression 
for  the  college  that  in  the  distribution  of  their  students  Roanoke  re- 
ceives a  larger  number  than  any  other  institution  in  the  States.  Up 
to  this  time  only  three  of  these  students  have  completed  the  course 
for  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  and  only  one  of  these  is  a  full 
Indian.  His  graduating  address  (in  1883)  was  delivered  in  Choctaw 
and  English ;  and  Mr.  Charles  Dudley  Warner,  in  an  address  on  Com- 
mencement Day,  remarked  that,  judging  from  the  applause,  he  would 
say  "  that  Choctaw  was  the  favorite  language  in  Salem."  When  this 
young  man  took  his  degree  in  the  Yale  Divinity  School  in  1886,  by 
request  of  the  faculty  he  translated  the  Book  of  Malachi  into  Choc- 
taw, with  a  critical  and  exegetical  commentary, —  a  work  in  which  it 
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is  safe  to  say  the  learned  doctors  about  to  try  Professor  Briggs  for 
heresy  will  not  be  able  to  detect  the  slightest  departure  from  the 
strictest  Orthodoxy. 

Of  the  eight  Choctaws  now  at  Roanoke,  six  are  in  the  regular 
courses  for  graduation.  Upon  the  whole,  our  Indian  students  have 
done  well  at  college,  and  on  their  return  to  the  Territory  have  filled 
various  positions  of  honor  and  influence  among  their  people,  as  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Delegates,  Speaker  of  the  House, 
Interpreter  to  the  House,  Auditor,  National  Secretary,  School  Trustee, 
judges,  clergymen,  teachers,  lawyers,  etc.  While  at  college,  they  are 
most  kindly  treated  by  the  other  students  and  by  the  people  of 
Salem.  White  students  have  chosen  Indians  as  room-mates,  and  in- 
vited them  to  make  visits  during  the  vacation.  One  of  our  graduates 
from  the  Territory  —  not  a  full  Indian,  however — married  a  refined 
white  lady  in  Virginia,  who  went  with  him  to  his  home  among  the 
Choctaws. 

A  word  more  before  my  time  is  up.  I  wish  to  make  my  grateful 
acknowledgments  to  Mr.  Smiley  for  the  pleasure  of  my  being  here. 
An  invitation  to  a  previous  Indian  Conference  I  could  not  accept ; 
and  I  was  prevented  from  coming  to  the  Conference  in  June  on  the 
Negro  question, —  a  question  in  which,  as  a  Southern  man  by  birth, 
education,  and  residence,  I  feel  a  profound  interest, —  because  that 
Conference  was  held  the  week  before  our  College  Commencement. 
But,  when  I  returned  from  Alaska  the  first  of  September  and  found 
Mr.  Smiley's  cordial  invitation  to  "  Mrs.  Dreher  "  and  myself, —  an 
invitation  too  large  by  "the better  half," —  I  determined  to  accept  it. 
And  I  am  glad  I  did,  for  I  have  enjoyed  the  Conference  exceedingly. 
In  the  language  of  one  of  our  Choctaw  students,  it  is  "  mighty  first 
rate."  Besides  my  general  interest  in  the  question,  I  have  kept  in 
touch  with  the  Indians  by  our  work  at  Roanoke,  by  visits  to  Hamp- 
ton and  Carlisle,  a  week  spent  in  the  Indian  Territory,  several  trips 
across  the  continent,  and  a  visit  to  Alaska ;  but  nothing  has  so 
quickened  my  interest  as  the  discussions  of  this  Conference.  Mo- 
honk  is  to  many  a  "mount  of  heavenly  rest."  To  me  it  will  always 
seem  to  be  a  mount  of  illumination,  a  Calvary  of  consecration. 
In  this  atmosphere  of  enthusiasm  and  devotion  to  the  great  cause  of 
Christian  philanthropy,  I  have  gained  new  inspiration  for  my  own 
work ;  and,  as  I  have  witnessed  this  beautiful  spirit  of  consecration,  I 
have  felt  more  deeply  than  ever  that,  if  we  are  to  be  at  all  fit  for  any 
part,  however  small,  in  the  Master's  service,  it  must  be  when,  all  the 
selfish  considerations  of  our  little  lives  being  set  aside,  we  enter  with 
loving  sympathy  and  the  spirit  of  helpfulness  into  the  larger  life  of 
humanity,  and  especially  into  the  lives  and  needs  and  crushed  aspira- 
tions of  the  less  fortunate  classes  of  our  fellow-men. 

Dr.  LuciEN  C.  Warner. —  Almost  my  only  opportunity  for  observa- 
tion of  the  Indian  question  has  been  among  the  Indian  tribes  of  this 
State.  As  I  read  this  report  by  Mr.  Garrett,  it  seemed  to  me  there 
was  an  object  lesson  in  it  which  would  be  useful  to  us  in  the  larger 
question  of  reaching  the  Indians  of  the  United  States.  If  we  could 
tell  the  Indians  of  the  West  that  seventy-five  or  one  hundred  years  of 
civilization  would  do  for  them  what  it  has  done  for  these  tribes  in 
New  York,  they  would  say,  No  more  civilization.     The  reservations 
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in  New  York  are  small.  They  are  surrounded  by  highly  civilized 
corara unities.  They  are  well  provided  with  mission  and  day  schools. 
Education  has  been  provided.  The  record  is  that  improvement  has 
been  slight.  In  some  cases,  the  people  have  retrograded.  There  are 
one  or  two  things  that  we  may  specially  learn  from  these  Indians. 
We  want  to  treat  the  word  "  education  "  in  its  largest  meaning.  The 
day  school  alone  does  not  furnish  a  full  education.  With  our  white 
children  it  may,  because  it  is  supplemented  by  the  education  of  the 
family  and  home.  But  when  we  take  the  Indians  and  put  them  into 
day  schools,  and  teach  them  to  read  and  spell,  we  are  not  really  edu- 
cating them.  They  go  right  back  into  their  barbaric  homes.  The 
children  and  the  young  men  and  women  must  be  educated  during 
the  whole  day.  They  must  be  put  into  boarding  schools  where  they 
are  guarded  and  taught  all  the  time ;  and  the  outing  system,  which  is 
undoubtedly  the  best,  must  be  adopted.  Another  mistake  has  been 
made  in  perpetuating  the  tribal  relation.  If  the  tribal  relation  could 
be  broken  up  in  New  York  and  in  the  whole  country,  it  would  go 
very  far  towards  the  solution  of  the  Indian  question.  Let  the  Indian 
take  his  chance,  wherever  he  is.  Provide  education  for  him,  but  do 
not  do  too  much  Jfor  him.  We  are  thinking  too  much  of  him  as  an 
Indian.  It  is  not  the  Indian,  but  the  man,  that  we  want.  It  will  be 
well  for  the  country  when  the  tribal  relation  everywhere  is  broken 
up,  and  the  Indians  are  absorbed  in  the  general  community.  The 
Indian  problem  will  then  be  solved. 

Mr.  W.  Townsend,  an  Indian  student  from  Carlisle,  was  asked  to 
speak. 

Mr.  Townsend. —  I  believe  in  education,  because  I  believe  it  will 
kill  the  Indian  that  is  in  me  and  leave  the  man  and  citizen.  I  be- 
lieve education  will  give  the  Indian  the  right  to  vote.  I  believe  in 
the  Indian  learning  the  English  language :  one  people,  one  language, 
that  is  my  idea.  I  contradict  the  statement  that  the  only  good  Ind- 
ian is  a  dead  Indian.  The  only  good  Indian  is  an  educated  Indian. 
Only  by  education  can  he  compete  with  the  white  man.  Send  an 
Indian  into  a  school,  and  then  let  him  go  back  to  the  reservation, 
and  he  turns  into  an  Indian  again.  Give  him  a  higher  education : 
make  him,  for  example,  a  doctor,  and  he  will  remain  a  doctor. 

A  letter  from  Henry  Kendall,  a  Carlisle  student,  now  in  the  West, 
was  read  by  President  Gates.  Miss  Annie  Thomas,  a  Carlisle  Ind- 
ian girl,  was  asked  to  speak. 

Miss  Thomas. —  I  fear  Miss  Thomas  was  not  cut  out  for  a  speak- 
ing girl  -y  but  I  can  tell  you  a  little  about  myself.  I  was  born  among 
the  Pueblos,  and  I  went  to  Carlisle  when  I  was  a  little  girl.  I  had 
lived  at  the  top  of  a  hill,  or  pueblo,  five  hundred  feet  high,  so  that  I 
am  an  expert  at  climbing  ladders.  I  am  now  climbing  another  kind 
of  ladder.  Sometimes  it  is  very  hard,  but  I  still  keep  on  climbing.  I 
am  now  at  the  normal  school  at  Fredonia,  N.Y. ;  and  I  hope  to  reach 
the  top  some  day,  and  be  a  "  schoolma'am." 

The  remainder  of  the  session  was  devoted  to  a  free  parliament. 
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Rev.  J.  W.  Harding,  D.D. —  I  wish  to  express  my  firm  conviction 
that,  whatever  may  be  the  securities  of  the  Dawes  bill  or  the  Thayer 
bill  or  any  other  bill,  nothing  less  than  the  grace  of  God  conveyed  by 
living  and  daily  and  loving  contact  of  unselfish  lives  with  the  hearts 
and  lives  of  these  poor  and  weak  brethren  of  ours  will  ever  solve  the 
Indian  problem.  And  my  present  argument  is  the  experience  of  the 
Stockbridge  Indians,  a  remnant  of  whom,  about  two  hundred,  survive 
on  the  Showano  reservation  in  Wisconsin.  It  is  a  good  object 
lesson.  The  Massachusetts  House  of  Representatives  passed  an  act 
Dec.  30.  1749,  very  like  the  Dawes  bill,  granting  lands  in  severalty 
to  the  Stockbridges,  and  most  carefully  guarding  their  proprietary 
rights,  declaring  that  "  the  Indian  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Stock- 
bridge  are  and  shall  be  subjected  to  and  receive  the  benefits  of  the 
laws  of  this  government  to  all  intents  and  purposes  in  like  manner  as 
others,  His  Majesty's  subjects  in  this  Province." 

Now,  this  act  carried  with  it  not  only  land  in  severalty  and  com- 
plete citizenship,  Stockbridge  being  laid  out  as  an  Indian  township, 
six  miles  square,  but  also  the  best  thoughts  of  General  Armstrong 
and  Captain  Pratt ;  for  there  were  also  generous  allotments  to  John 
Sargent,  the  missionary,  called  from  a  tutorship  in  Yale  College,  and 
ordained  to  his  work  at  Deerfield,  in  the  presence  of  Governor  Bel- 
cher, a  delegation  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  a  large 
congregation  of  townspeople  and  Indians,  Rev.  Mr.  Appleton  of 
Cambridge  coming  up  to  preach  the  sermon.  Allotments  also  were 
made  to  Timothy  Woodbridge,  Indian  schoolmaster,  and  one  of 
the  very  best,  and,  moreover,  to  six  English  families,  selected  for 
their  special  fitness  to  be  model  farmers  and  housekeepers.  And 
they  had  an  industrial  school  and  a  sewing  school  and  "outings." 
The  boys  were  scattered  about  among  the  farmers  in  various  towns, 
and  some  of  the  girls  were  even  sent  over  to  England,  and  some  of 
the  young  men  to  Dartmouth  College.  Jonathan  Edwards  ^as  called 
from  Northampton  to  be  their  pastor,  and  by  the  church  of  which  the 
Indians  themselves  were  in  large  majority  the  members.  They 
proved  themselves  to  be  fully  equal  to  the  foremost  officers  of  trust 
both  in  the  church  and  the  town.  John  Metoxin  was  a  deacon.  John 
Aupaumat  was  chorister  and  town  clerk.  Hendrick  Wahponseet  was 
tithing-man  and  constable.  John  Metoxin,  besides  being  deacon, 
was  also  an  assessor  and  surveyor  of  highways ;  and  he  sat  with  Cap 
tain  Wa-haun-wum-wan-meet  on  the  board  of  selectmen  with  Timothy 
Edwards,  Elisha  Brown,  and  Thomas  Williams.  In  a  word,  for  I 
see  that  your  gavel  is  about  to  fall,  these  Stockbridge  Indians  were 
well  on  their  way  to  become  fully  incorporated  into  the  body  politic 
They  would  surely  have  disappeared  as  Indians,  had  the  salutary  in- 
fluences which  prevailed  during  their  stay  of  forty-nine  years  in 
Stockbridge  been  allowed  their  just  fruition.  And,  now,  why  is  it 
that  this  poor,  depleted  remnant  are  to-day  eking  out  a  contorted 
reservation  existence  at  Showano  ?  Why  is  it  that  all  that  remains 
to  trace  their  once  happy  and  prosperous  and  promising  existence  in 
Stockbridge  is  a  rude  cairn  of  rough  stones,  their  only  memorial, 
save  the  frame  of  an  old  barn,  once  the  timbers  of  their  meeting- 
house ? 

Well,  the   time   only  permits   me   to   say  two  words,    "whiskey," 
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"  covetousness,"  although  there  carae  in  the  accessories  of  disturb- 
ing and  disintegrating  wars  and  the  demoralizing  contaminations  of 
the  camp.  Most  of  these  able-bodied  men  were  enlisted,  several 
of  them  proving  excellent  officers.  But  their  white  neighbors  were 
shrewder  than  they;  and  they  gradually  got  them  into  debt,  and* 
finally  changed  the  laws  so  as  to  permit  them  to  sell  their  lands,  until 
their  best  escape  from  bankruptcy  seemed  to  be  an  acceptance  of  the 
invitation  of  the  New  York  Oneidas  to  share  their  reservation.  And 
then  that  powerful  corporation,  the  Ogden  Land  Company,  wanted 
their  lands ;  and  so  went  on  the  sad,  old  story  of  uprootings  and  mi- 
grations. 

But  the  saddest  thing  of  all  was  —  and  the  chiefest  hindrance  —  and 
this  is  my  present  point  —  the  loss  of  that  living  and  daily*  and 
loving  contact  with  their  earlier  Christian  and  unselfish  neighbors, 
such  as  the  two  Sargents,  Timothy  Woodbridge,  and  Jonathan  Ed- 
wards. The  latter  loved  them,  and  they  loved  him.  He  did  not 
preach  to  them  hard,  metaphysical  doctrine,  but  in  the  simplest 
method  of  familiar  catechetical  instruction,  some  of  his  words  being 
yet  extant ;  and  when  he  was  called  to  the  presidency  of  Princeton 
College,  and  had  to  say  farewell  to  his  beloved  Indians,  he  burst 
into  a  flood  of  tears. 

Rev.  J.  J.  Gravatt. —  There  seems  to  be  a  growing  sentiment 
against  contract  schools.  In  going  through  the  Western  country,  I 
have  seen  excellent  contract  schools  that  could  not  have  been  estab- 
lished otherwise.  Something  has  been  said  about  the  principle  of 
the  thing.  Of  course,  if  they  are  on  a  wrong  principle,  they  should  be 
stopped.  But  changes  cannot  be  made  in  a  week  or  a  month.  We 
would  better  move  slowly.  It  will  not  be  long,  probably,  before  they 
are  abolished ;  but  let  us  have  time.  Can  these  mission  schools  go 
to-day  and  get  all  the  money  they  need,  or  can  they  get  it  to-'morrow  ? 
When  the  people  are  educated  to  know  the  best  way,  I  have  con- 
fidence enough  in  the  religious  feeling  of  this  country  to  believe  that 
they  will  respond  nobly  to  the  work  of  the  Christian  school  and 
church. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  P.  C.  Garrett,  it  was  voted  that  speakers  should 
be  limited  to  three  minutes. 

Prof.  J.  W.  Chickering,  Washington. —  I  want  to  speak  a  word 
for  the  children  of  silence,  those  who  cannot  speak  for  them- 
selves. For  such  white  persons  we  make  provision  in  nearly  every 
State  and  Territory,  but  we  do  not  know  the  numbers  of  them  among 
the  Indians.  We  only  know  they  exist.  We  have  had  two  at  Wash- 
ington, who  went  on  well  with  their  studies  and  made  good  progress. 
I  want  to  suggest  to  those  present  that,  when  they  come  across  these 
mutes  anywhere,  they  will  communicate  the  fact  to  the  authorities  at 
Washington,  that  some  provision  may  be  made  to  send  them  to 
schools  or  institutions  for  mutes  in  the  States  nearest  to  their  homes. 

Miss  E.  L.  Fisher,  of  Carlisle. —  I  am  very  anxious  that  there 
should  be  higher  education  for  our  brighter  girls  and  boys.  It  does 
not  seem  to  me  that  the  way  is  quite  open  for  that  yet.    Miss  Thomas 
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was  at  a  young  ladies'  school  in  Michigan  for  two  years,  almost  en- 
tirely supported  by  kind  friends  there.  Now  she  is  at  Fredonia,  where 
she  is  supported  largely  by  funds  furnished  by  Captain  Pratt.  In 
Carlisle  we  have  three  young  ladies  beyond  our  course  who  are  at  a 
school  in  town.  Of  course,  we  can  give  them  board  and  clothes,  but 
there  are  other  expenses  that  must  be  paid.  One  is  an  excellent  mu- 
sician. She  has  had  many  lessons  on  the  piano,  and  we  feel  that  she 
should  still  go  on.  Then  we  have  boys  that  we  should  like  to  help. 
I  would  like  to  make  a  strong  plea  for  something  to  be  done  by  which 
these  brighter  ones  should  have  a  higher  education.  We  feel  that 
white  boys  and  girls  need  some  help  to  get  on  their  feet,  and  Indians 
need  it  quite  as  much.  Much  has  been  said  with  reference  to  Chris- 
tian work.  We  feel  very  strongly  the  need  of  Christian  work.  We 
need  the  spirit  of  Christ  in  the  heart.  One  of  the  questions  Cap- 
tain Pratt  always  asks  of  those  applying  to  be  teachers  is.  Are  you  a 
church  member  ?  He  does  not  say  what  church,  for  we  belong  to 
many  churches ;  but  he  considers  it  necessary  that  teachers  of  Indians 
should  be  Christians. 

Captain  Pratt. —  I  wish  it  to  be  understood  that  we  have  Catholic 
teachers  and  employees  there  also. 

Mr.  C.  P.  Cornelius. —  I  am  ashamed  to  say  I  own  a  piece  of 
land  in  the  West  that  I  cannot  manage.  I  have  not  a  word  to  say 
about  it.  Two  years  ago,  when  the  Oneida  Indians  had  their  lands 
allotted,  I  was  in  correspondence  with  a  farmer  who  said,  if  I  would 
get  a  certain  piece  of  land,  he  would  rent  it  for  two  hundred  dollars  a 
year  if  I  would  place  a  team  on  it.  I  agreed  to  do  so.  I  got  a  nice 
farm,  and  paid  five  hundred  dollars  for  improvements  on  it.  I  cor- 
responded with  the  agent  in  Wisconsin,  and  with  Secretary  Noble  and 
with  Commissioner  Morgan.  They  all  told  me  that  I  could  do  noth- 
ing with  this  piece  of  land ;  that  I  could  not  rent  it,  because  I  was 
able  physically  to  farm  it;  that  I  must  farm  it  myself  or  let  it  lie 
there  for  the  next  twenty-five  years.  This  did  not  quite  suit  me,  as  I 
am  attending  school ;  and,  as  I  am  paying  my  way  through  school,  I 
could  have  used  that  five  hundred  dollars  better  than  to  have  it  lie 
there  idle.  But  I  have  higher  aspirations  than  to  tarry  on  the  reser- 
vation and  farm  forty-five  acres  of  land.  That  is  one  defect  in  the 
law.  Senator  Dawes  acknowledged  last  night  that  there  are  a  good 
many  defects  in  the  Dawes  bill.  I  am  glad  that  came  from  hini,  be- 
cause now  we  have  a  chance  to  say  some  things  about  it.  The  law 
should  permit  those  who  are  not  on  the  reservations  who  cannot  util- 
ize the  land  by  farming  it  to  lease  it.  There  is  no  provision  for  any 
one  who  is  qualified  to  become  a  full  citizen  of  a  State  and  of  the 
United  States  to  be  allowed  to  pay  taxes.  I  have  other  property 
worth  several  times  the  amount  of  that  land  upon  which  I  am  paying 
taxes,  and  I  feel  fully  qualified  to  pay  taxes  on  that  piece  of  land. 
There  are  others  of  the  Oneidas  who  are  no  more  Indians  than  you 
are,  so  far  as  regards  customs  of  living,  and  who  are  fully  capable  of 
being  citizens.  We  are  citizens  of  the  United  States,  but  not  citi- 
zens of  the  State,  because,  when  we  appeal  to  the  courts  of  Wisconsin, 
we  are  not  received.  The  lawyers  say.  Are  you  paying  taxes  ?  No. 
Are  you  citizens  of  the  United  States  ?  Yes.  Well,  then,  we  have 
no  interest  in  you.     We  pay  nothing  for  the  cost  of  trials  in  the  State 
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of  Wisconsin,  and  so  the  people  do  not  care  to  have  us  in  the  courts. 
They  have  no  use  for  us,  and  we  cannot  appeal  to  the  laws  of  the 
State. 

Gen.  Eaton. —  With  regard  to  the  higher  education,  there  is  a  sum 
of  sixty  or  seventy  thousand  dollars  for  the  purposes  of  higher  educa- 
tion for  the  Indians.  Another  point  is  to  be  kept  in  mind :  that  this 
outing  business  depends  upon  the  personal  choice  of  families  and 
localities  and  communities.  There  is  no  State  superintendent  who 
would  differ  from  Judge  Draper  about  the  Indians,  when  placed  in 
different  families.  They  would  favor  it.  I  have  urged  this  again  and 
again.  I  believe  that  you  here  have  much  to  do  in  this  direction. 
You  can  impress  the  public  with  the  fact  that,  where  an  Indian  boy  or 
girl  is  in  a  district,  the  district  school  should  be  open  to  him  as  it  is  to 
any  other  child  resident  in  that  district.  This  sentiment,  which  is 
growing  in  the  States  east  of  the  Rockies,  will  soon  prevail  in  the 
States  west  of  them. 

Judge  Draper. —  Gen.  Eaton  asked  whether  Indian  children  could 
be  received  into  the  public  schools  of  the  State,  and  my  answer  was. 
No.  The  right  to  attend  any  school  is  a  statutory  right.  The  statute 
provides  that  any  resident  child  of  school  age,  between  five  and 
twenty-one,  shall  have  the  right  to  attend  upon  the  public  school. 
The  one  question  is  whether  the  child  has  become  a  resident.  If  the 
Indian  child  has  been  received  into  the  family  and  become  a  part  of 
that  family,  the  child,  under  the  statute,  becomes  entitled  to  attend 
the  school.  But  it  cannot  be  said  that  any  number  of  Indian  children 
may  move  into  a  district  solely  for  the  purpose  of  attending  school 
there. 

Gen.  Whittlesey. —  I  have  been  asked  to  correct  a  statement  that 
is  often  made, —  that  the  appropriations  for  the  support  of  schools 
come  from  trust  funds.  Such  appropriations  do  not,  to  any  extent, 
come  from  trust  funds.  I  have  not  the  exact  figures,  but  I  think  less 
than  ten  per  cent,  of  the  appropriations  for  the  support  of  schools 
comes  from  trust  funds. 

The  draft  of  the  resolutions  to  be  acted  upon  in  the  evening  session 
was  read. 

Adjourned  at  i  p.m. 
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The  Conference  was  called  to  order  after  a  song  by  Mrs.  Hector 
Hall.  The  annual  report  of  the  Treasurer,  Mr.  Frank  Wood,  was 
read,  as  follows  :  — 

Drn  Frank  Wood,  Treasurer,  in  account  with  Mohonk  Indian  Confbrbncs.  Cr, 

To  cash  received  from  members  of  the  '    Oct.  20.  By  cash  paid  Isat>el  C.  Bar- 

Conference, >S43oo    I  rows,  post^e,  .    ....        ♦Is.oo 

Interest, 3.16       Jan.  15.  By  cash  paid  Geo.  H.  Elhs, 

'  printing 516.20 

I    Jan.  15.  By  cash  paid  Frank  Wood, 

printing, 5.50 

Feb.  4.  Bv  cash  paid  Geo.  H.  Ellis, 

binding  b  cloth,    ....  8.75 

^.    ^     .       ^  .  *S3S.45 

By  cash  in  bank  to  balance,  .  10.71 

$546.16 


$546.16 


*  Stamps  on  band,    ...  .57 


It  was  moved  that  the  government  be  asked  to  print  the  Proceed- 
ings of  the  Mohonk  Conference  in  advance  of  its  usual  publication  in 
the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners,  where  it  always 
appears. 

Referred  to  the  Publication  Committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Garrett,  the  Publication  Committee  was  ap- 
pointed, as  follows:  President  M.  E.  Gates,  Amherst,  General  E. 
Whittlesey,  Washington,  Mrs.  Isabel  C.  Barrows,  and  Mr.  Frank 
Wood,  Boston. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Mission  Indians  was  read  by 
Mr.  J.  W.  Davis,  as  follows  :  — 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  LEGAL  ASSISTANCE 
TO  THE  MISSION  INDIANS,  1891. 

The  presence  of  many  new  members  in  this  Conference  makes 
desirable  the  statement  that  a  committee  has  been  continued  for 
several  years  for  the  furnishing  of  legal  assistance  to  the  Mission 
Indians. 

The  first  presentation  of  their  interests  was  to  the  Conference  of 
1885  by  Professor  Painter,  after  his  first  visit  to  them  ;  and  a  concur- 
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rence  of  influences  from  Mrs.  Helen  Hunt  Jackson  upon  the  Confer- 
ence of  the  following  year  led  to  the  immediate  appointment  of  the 
committee  and  the  raising  of  $5,000  in  the  Conference  for  its  work. 

To  Mr.  Painter  and  a  member  of  this  committee  with  his  wife,  all 
previously  acquainted  with  Mrs.  Jackson,  she  extended  a  most  enthu- 
siastic welcome  to  her  last  sick-room  in  San  Francisco,  when  it  was 
to  be  illumined  by  her  presence  only  a  few  weeks  longer.  The  radi- 
ance of  her  face  while  she  talked  of  **her'*  Indians,  and  revealed  her 
longings  for  a  wider,  more  complete  work  for  them,  gave  an  impres- 
sion, not  so  much  of  intensity  of  enthusiasm  that  was  consuming  her 
fading  strength  and  would  soon  be  lost  as  of  a  glorious  fulness  that 
only  needed  channels  to  reacn  others,  to  thoroughly  enkindle  them, 
and  perpetuate  itself,  till  her  great  purpose  should  be  accomplished. 

A  visit  by  us  to  the  Indians  to  establish  personal  acquaintance  and 
confidence,  so  as  to  continue  more  effectually  her  work,  involved  a 
return  from  the  extreme  north  of  California,  after  fulfilling  other 
plans  there,  and  therefore  a  journey  of  one  thousand  miles  and  a 
drive  through  the  hills  in  the  extreme  heat  of  midsummer;  and  the 
arguments  against  it  were  generously  urged  by  Mrs.  Jackson.  But  to 
change  that  wistful,  longing  look,  and  that  flush  of  hope  that  her  work 
might  be  adopted  by  others,  into  assurance  to  her,  and  give  restful- 
ness  to  that  closing  life,  was  sufficient  reason  for  undertaking  it ;  and 
soon  Mr.  Painter  and  ourselves  were  testing  the  reality  of  the  reasons 
that  had  been  urged  against  the  journey. 

A  temperature  of  1060  in  the  shade  proved  too  much  for  the  full 
prosecution  of  the  plan  ;  but,  heralded  by  a  letter  from  the  "  Queen," 
as  Mrs.  Jackson  was  named  by  the  Indians,  we  were  warmly  greeted 
by  a  considerable  company  gathered  at  Pala  from  scattered  homes 
among  the  hills  from  a  range  of  many  miles. 

Report  of  the  little  that  had  been  accomplished  and  the  more  that 
would  be  attempted  was  borne  to  Mrs.  Jackson  and  then  to  you, 
with  the  message  she  sent  by  Professor  Painter  to  President  Cleve- 
land ;  and  at  the  same  time  Mrs.  Hiles  came  with  her  report  of  indi- 
vidual work  already  begun. 

In  connection  with  the  legal  work  then  initiated,  personal  contact 
with  these  people  has  been  cultivated  in  each  of  the  succeeding  years 
by  Mr.  Painter,  acting  in  behalf  of  both  the  Indian  Rights  Associa- 
tion and  this  committee,  and  by  the  continuous  services  of  Mr. 
Frank  D.  Lewis  under  your  committee,  during  which  he  was  every- 
where known  among  the  Indians  as  the  Abogado  (the  lawyer)  who 
worked  for  rhem  without  pay,  and  thus  acquired  their  unlimited  con- 
fidence and  regard.  (For  instance,  whenever  he  appeared  at  War- 
ner's Ranch,  he  could  have  the  free  use  of  any  horse  in  the  village  for 
the  prosecution  of  his  work.) 

In  all  this  the  work  has  taken  the  line  pointed  out  by  Hon.  Austin 
Abbott  in  one  of  the  earlier  Conferences, — the  line  in  which  sympathy 
with  a  race,  so  often  conceived  as  sentimentalism,  wisely  takes  the 
practical  and  more  unmistakable  form  of  uniting  help  to  individuals 
with  the  establishment  of  principles  and  other  broad  work  for  the 
race.  And,  since  the  Special  Mission  Indian  Bill  was  secured,  and 
the  administration  blessed  the  Indians  and  honored  itself  in  the 
choice  of  Messrs.  Smiley,    Painter,   and  Moore   as   Commissioners, 
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the  same  earnest  care  of  individual  interests  has  been  given  in  the 
journeys  and  labor  of  the  Commission  of  which  we  have  heard  from 
Mr.  Smiley,  and  which  have  continued  by  Mr.  Painter  through  all  the 
heat  of  midsummer.  The  amount  of  labor  bestowed,  and  the  fruit 
from  it  of  settled,  peaceful  homes  in  prospect,  where  there  has  been 
so  much  of  wrong  and  unrest,  are  easily  underrated. 

The  work  of  your  committee  for  supply  of  legal  assistance  was 
intended  to  be  supplemental  to  the  limited  legal  help  that  could  at 
first  be  secured  from  the  government ;  and  during  the  past  year,  with 
such  a  government  commission  at  work  in  the  field  and  Mr.  Lewis 
in  the  office  of  Special  United  States  Attorney  caring  for  the  work  in 
the  courts,  the  attitude  of  your  committee  has  been  one  of  simple 
waiting  for  the  developments  from  this  enlarged  government  effort. 

The  question  naturally  arises  whether  there  is  any  further  scope  for 
action  by  your  committee  and  need  of  the  remaining  funds,  almost 
untouched  for  the  year,  and  therefore  accumulating,  as  follows :  — 

Balance  from  last  year, •.    $1,075.45 

Interest  on  funds  for  the  year, 63.50 

$1,138.95 
Less  paid  for  telegrams  on  a  case  of  protection  of 

water  supply  for  a  village, 3.45 

Balance  on  hand $if  135-50 

The  advice  of  Mr.  Smiley  confirms  the  judgment  of  your  com- 
mittee that  this  balance  had  best  be  held  by  the  Conference  in 
reserve  for  certain  contingent  needs  directly  in  the  line  of  the  origi- 
nal purpose  for  which  it  was  raised. 

The  interesting  statements  of  Mr.  Smiley  and  the  limits  of  your 
time  make  the  presentation  of  many  facts  received  from  Mr.  Lewis 
now  undesirable,  but  one  will  interest  you. 

There  is  an  impression  that  the  acreage  cultivated  by  these  Indians 
this  year  has  decreased  rather  than  increased.  Mr.  Lewis  attributes  it 
to  the  unusual  demand  for  day  labor  at  Redlands,  Riverside,  and  San 
Jacinto,  and  by  the  water  companies ;  and,  even  with  less  acreage, 
the  season  has  been  so  favorable  and  crops  so  good  that  there  will 
probably  be  no  shortage  in  results. 

In  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

Philip  C.  Garrett. 
Moses  Pierce. 
J.  W.  Davis. 

The  same  Committee  on  Mission  Indians  was,  by  vote,  continued 
for  another  year;  namely,  Philip  C.  Garrett,  Moses  Pierce,  Joshua 
W.  Davis. 

A  letter  from  Rev.  E.  E.  Hale,  D.D.,  expressing  regret  at  his  ina- 
bility to  attend  the  Conference,  was  read. 

On  motion,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted  :  — 

Whereas  it  has  been  announced  that  an  Indian  Congress  is  to  be  held  in  con- 
nection with  the  World's  Columbian  Exposition  of  1892,  in  which  the  problems  of 
Indian  civilization  are  to  be  discussed,  and  where  Indians,  representing  different 
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tribes,  are  expected  to  appear  and  illustrate  what  American  Christianity  and  civili- 
zation have  done  and  can  do  for  the  Indian,  demonstrating  the  capabilities  of  the 
Indian  race,  and  thus  enforcing  the  consequent  duty  to  afford  the  Indians  the  same 
opportunities  that  are  offered  other  races  under  our  government ;  and  whereas  an 
exhibition  of  this  nature,  in  which  thought,  moral  truth,  and  the  higher  aims  and 
acquirements  of  humanity  shall  be  illustrated,  would  be  of  more  interest  and  im- 
portance than  anjr  material  exhibit  can  possibly  be,  and  would  tend  to  further  the 
cause  of  Indian  civilization, — 

Resolved^  That  this  Conference  commends  the  purpose  of  the  proposed  Indian 
Congress,  and  invites  the  co-operation  of  the  friends  of  the  Indian  in  making  it  a 
success. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  by  General  C.  H.  Howard,  was 
passed  :  — 

Resolved^  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Conference  that  as  rapidly  as  possible  the 
issue  of  rations  to  Indians  should  cease ;  that,  where  a  treatv  exists,  the  amount  of 
food  issued  be,  as  soon  as  practicable,  reduced  to  the  minimum,  and  that,  where 
consent  of  the  Indians  can  be  obtained,  the  rations  be  commuted  to  other  articles 
of  use  needed  in  civilized  occupations. 

The  platform  prepared  by  the  committee  appointed  for  that  purpose 
was  then  read  and  discussed.  Each  section  was  voted  upon  sepa- 
rately, and  the  platform  was  then  adopted  as  a  whole,  as  follows :  — 

PLATFORM  OF  THE  NINTH  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE  OF  THE 
FRIENDS  OF  THE  INDIANS. 

In  no  year  since  the  General  Severalty  Bill  was  enacted  have  we 
had  occasion  to  record  so  important  an  advance  in  the  administration 
of  Indian  affairs.  The  year  is  signalized  by  the  fact  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  has  extended  the  provisions  of  the  Civil 
Service  Act  to  over  six  hundred  employees  of  the  Indian  service, — 
superintendents  of  schools,  teachers,  matrons,  and  physicians, —  whose 
appointment  and  permanency  of  service  will  no  longer  be  affected  by 
political  influences. 

We  also  heartily  thank  Congress  for  the  enactment  of  important 
laws.  By  one  of  these  laws  provision  is  made  for  the  compulsory 
education  of  Indian  children.  By  two  laws  the  wrongs  to  the 
Mission  and  Round  Valley  Indians,  against  which  this  Conference 
has  long  protested,  have  been  corrected,  and  their  provisions  are 
now  being  carried  out,  so  that  we  may  soon  expect  to  see  these  Ind- 
ians holding  firm  titles  to  their  own  individual  lands.  Congress  has 
also  made  increased  appropriations  for  the  education  of  Indians. 

Under  the  direction  and  with  the  sympathy  of  the  President  and 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  the  Indian  service  has  had  the  rare  fortune 
of  being  conducted  by  a  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  whose  ener- 
getic, courageous,  and  skilful    administration  has  our  heartiest  ap--^ 
proval. 

What  has  been  gained  the  past  year  encourages  us  to  renewed 
effort  for  further  advance.  We  heartily  thank  the  President  and 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  for  the  partial  extension  of  the  civil  service 
to  the  Indian  service ;  and  we  ask  them  to  complete  their  work  by 
putting  under  the  provisions  of  the  same  act,  so  far  as  possible,  all 
other  appointees,  including  farmers  and  carpenters,  etc.,  if  found  prac- 
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ticable,  amounting  to  as  many  more.  And,  if  it  is  not  thought  pos- 
sible to  apply  the  letter  of  the  Civil  Service  Act  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  agents,  we  would  most  earnestly  ask  that  the  spirit,  at  least, 
of  that  law  be  applied  in  this  case  also,  as  it  is  especially  important 
that  their  selection  be  for  merit  and  competency  only,  and  that  their 
tenure  of  office  be  not  limited  by  political  considerations. 

With  the  same  purpose  we  would  call  attention  to  the  importance 
of  maintaining  from  one  quadrennium  to  another  a  consistently  wise 
line  of  Indian  administration.  The  duties  of  a  Commissioner  of  Ind- 
ian Affairs  are  no  mote  political  than  those  of  any  agent  or  teacher. 
We  therefore  urge  that  the  responsibility  for  results  in  the  conduct  of 
Indian  affairs  be  left  with  him,  including  a  return  to  the  former  cus- 
tom of  devolving  upon  him  the  selection  of  agents  as  well  as  other 
employees. 

The  amount  of  $2,216,000  appropriated  by  Congress  last  year  for 
the  education  of  the  Indian  was  twenty  per  cent,  larger  than  the 
amount  appropriated  in  any  previous  year,  but  it  yet  leaves  a  third  of 
the  Indian  youth  unprovided  with  schools.  We  still  ask  for  rapidly 
increasing  appropriations  until  the  Indian  school  system  shall  be  per- 
fected, and  provision  made  for  the  education  of  all  Indian  youth. 
We  warmly  approve  the  extension  of  the  national  public  school  sys- 
tem, so  administered  as  not  to  restrain  the  freedom  of  religious 
schools  supported  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians. 

We  look  with  satisfaction  upon  the  allotments  of  lands  in  severalty, 
but  with  concern  upon  the  rapidity  with  which  they  are  being  made. 
In  order  that  public  sentiment  may  not  be  impeded,  that  schools  may 
be  provided,  and  that  justice  may  be  done  adjacent  white  settlers,  we 
ask  Congress  to  pass  a  law  providing  that  the  government  shall  pay 
all  equitable  local  taxation,  or  its  equivalent,  assessed  on  allotted  lands, 
so  long  as  these  allotments  remain  inalienable,  either  from  proceeds  of 
surplus  lands  or  from  the  public  treasury. 

The  legal  status  of  the  Indian  who  holds  an  allotment  in  a  reser- 
vation not  yet  fully  allotted  should  be  speedily  decided.  Legislation 
by  Congress  should  provide  for  easy  access  to  duly  established  courts 
of  law,  and  for  competent  legal  advice  and  service  for  Indians,  dur- 
ing the  transition  period  which  must  precede  their  intelligent  entrance 
upon  the  full  duties  of  independent  citizenship.  We  do  not  favor  the 
establishment  of  an  elaborate  system  of  special  courts  for  Indians ; 
but  we  affirm  unhesitatingly  that  legislation  to  secure  immediate  and 
easy  access  to  regularly  established  courts  for  legal  protection  and 
remedies  is  greatly  needed,  and  should  be  by  law  provided. 

The  policy  of  getting  the  Indians  into  civilization  by  keeping  them 
out  of  civilization  has  never  succeeded,  and  never  will.  We  therefore 
commend  the  policy  of  mingling  the  Indians  with  the  whites,  by  seek- 
ing employment  for  them  in  Christian  families  and  on  farms,  by  plac- 
ing them  in  the  public  schools  in  the  States,  and  by  encouraging  their 
settlement  together. 

We  regret  that  we  have  occasion  again  to  note  that  the  lands  of  the 
New  York  Indian  tribes  have  not  yet  been  allotted,  and  the  tribal 
system  thus  abolished.  We  hope  that  the  State  of  New  York  will  fol- 
low the  United  States  in  securing  to  the  Indians  within  its  limits  the 
individual  ownership  of  their  lands  under  some  just  legislation  ;  and, 
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if  for  any  reason  it  may  be  impracticable  to  at  once  do  this,  we  urge 
that  the  legislature  shall  without  delay  extend  the  operation  of  the 
civil  and  criminal  laws  of  the  Slate  to  residents  of  such  reservations, 
except  so  far  as  such  laws  relate  to  the  ownership  of  lands. 

The  public  exhibition  of  Indians  in  their  savage  costumes  and  cus- 
toms is  demoralizing  and  humiliating,  and  we  ask  that  no  permission 
be  hereafter  given  to  take  Indians  from  the  reservations  for  this  pur- 
pose. 

We  protest  most  earnestly  against  the  removal  of  the  Southern 
Utes  from  Colorado,  as  against  their  best  inteiests,  as  involving  their 
pauperization  and  needless  expense  to  the  government,  and  as,  in 
our  opinion,  dictated  solely  by  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  white  man 
to  obtain  the  valuable  lands  now  occupied  by  these  Indians. 

Believing  that  in  education  lies  the  chief  hope  for  the  future  of  the 
Indian  people,  the  Conference  rejoices  in  the  increased  facilities 
afforded  by  government  schools,  trusts  that  regulations  enforcing  the 
compulsory  education  law  will  be  so  wisely  carried  out  as  to  allow  to 
Indian  parents  all  reasonable  freedom  in  choice  of  a  school  for  their 
children,  while  still  preventing  undue  solicitation  of  pupils  by  rival 
schools,  and  expresses  its  conviction  that,  as  the  work  of  Indian 
education  began  with  Christian  missionary  efforts,  and  has  had  its 
strength  in  mission  effort,  the  Christians  of  America  are  called 
upon  to-day  more  strongly  than  ever  before,  by  the  hearty  and  gener- 
ous support  of  missions  to  the  Indians,  to  make  manifest  the  supreme 
constraining  force  in  civilization,  that  love  of  Christ,  in  accomplishing 
the  work  that  remains  to  be  done  for  these  our  fellow-countrymen  of 
Indian  descent. 

Rev.  T.  A.  Nelson,  D  D.,  of  Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  said  that  his  denomi- 
nation had  taken  steps  to  assume  the  whole  support  and  management 
of  its  religious  schools  as  soon  as  practicable. 

Mr.  O.  E.  Boyd  said  that  there  had  been  many  discouraging  things 
in  connection  with  the  mission  work  among  the  Indians.  But  what 
shall  we  do  ?  he  asked.  Shall  we  stop  ?  No.  Shall  we  go  on  ?  Yes. 
Presbyterians  believe  in  the  perseverance  of  the  saints.  All  we  ask  of 
the  government  and  of  the  friends  of  the  Indian  is  simply  fair  play  in 
the  transaction  of  work,  nothing  more ;  or  fair  play,  and  an  endeavor 
to  help  us  as  best  they  can.  Give  us  that,  and  we  will  do  our  part. 
We  are  going  to  give  up  government  aid  as  soon  as  we  can.  We  are 
going  to  fight  it  out  on  this  line  until  every  Indian  shall  be,  not  only 
an  Indian,  but  a  Christian  citizen ;  and  let  all  the  Presbyterians  and 
Christians  say.  Amen. 

Rev.  Philip  S.  Moxom. —  I  come  before  you  with  a  good  deal  of 
diffidence,  for  this  is  my  first  visit  to  a  Mohonk  Conference ;  but  I 
am  very  thankful  that  the  opportunity  was  given  me  to  come.  I  have 
been  an  eager  listener  and  a  hard  student  here.  Let  me,  in  the  brief 
time  which  I  may  take,  turn  your  thought  with  mine  to  a  certain  as- 
pect, which  is,  after  all,  the  chief  aspect  of  this  movement.  This  Con- 
ference seizes  my  imagination,  the  work  you  are  doing  seizes  my  im- 
agination, and  my  mind  has  begun  instinctively  to  see  the  relations 
of  it  to  the  whole  great  enterprise  of  the  establishment  of  the  king- 
dom of  God.     For  hundreds  of  years  the  Church  was  engaged  with 
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the  definition  of  the  metaphysical  personality  of  Christ.  Within  the 
last  hundred  years  or  a  little  more,  and  certainly  within  the  last 
twenty-five  years,  the  Church  as  never  before  in  its  history  has 
reached  after  a  true  interpretation  of  the  essential  Christ,  and  has 
been  moving  into  sympathy  with  him.  The  whole  work  of  the  Church 
manifests  that  endeavor  as  never  before.  It  has  moved  into  sym- 
pathy with  the  purpose  of  Jesus  Christ ;  and,  as  it  has  done  this,  it  has 
become  alive.  No  one  can  study  the  religious  life  of  our  time  with- 
out being  impressed  with  this.  Constantine,  says  the  old  legend,  saw 
a  standard  in  the  heavens  bearing  the  figure  of  a  cross  and  the  words, 
*Ev  TovT<p  viKOy — "  By  this  conquer."  Whether  he  really  saw  it  or  not, 
the  vision  expresses  a  truth.  It  is  not  by  the  cross  as  a  thing,  not  as 
a  mere  religious  emblem,  but  by  that  spirit  of  self-sacrifice  which  the 
cross  truly  interpreted  represents,  and  which  was  embodied  in  Jesus 
Christ  as  in  no  one  else  in  the  history  of  the  world,  that  we  accom- 
plish every  reform  affecting  the  moral  life  of  man. 

One  day  last  summer  I  stood  in  High  Holborn  in  London.  The 
street  was  crowded  with  all  sorts  of  vehicles,  so  that  one  could  cross 
only  at  the  peril  of  life  or  limb.  As  I  was  crossing  on  that  day  last 
summer,  there  came  a  sudden  hush,  and  everything  stopped.  I 
looked  up  to  see  the  cause  of  this  remarkable  pause  in  the  hurry  and 
roar  of  that  street.  And  there,  on  either  hand,  I  saw  brawny  police- 
men grasping  the  horses*  heads  and  holding  them  back.  Everything 
stopped  dead-still.  That  mighty  current  of  life  seemed  to  have  felt 
a  power  like  that  which  divided  the  Red  Sea.  I  wondered,  and 
looked  about ;  and  at  my  side  was  a  little  carriage  on  four  wheels, 
and  in  this  carriage  lay  a  young  girl,  perhaps  fifteen  years  old,  but  so 
pallid  and  frail,  and  a  woman  was  pushing  the  carriage  across  the 
street,  and  all  the  business  of  that  street  had  stopped  for  that  weak, 
helpless  child  I  A  happy  smile  played  upon  her  pale  face  as  she 
passed  me  ;  and  I  had  a  vision.  It  seemed  as  if  I  saw  Him  of  Naza- 
reth standing  there  with  outstretched  arms  shielding  one  of  his  little 
ones. 

Wherever  there  are  want  and  ignorance  and  weakness,  there  we 
find  the  Master.  Jesus  Christ  has  identified  himself  with  the  help- 
less and  the  poor.  We  are  beginning  to  feel  the  pulse  of  his  heart 
and  to  catch  the  wisdom  of  his  insight.  And  just  in  proportion  as 
we  do  that,  whatever  the  detail  of  our  methods,  we  shall  be  success- 
ful in  our  work  ;  and  only  as  we  do  get  into  sympathy  with  the  heart 
of  Jesus  Christ  will  our  work  be  successful  and  permanent. 

So  I  say  that  all  the  enginery  of  legislation  and  the  machinery  of 
law  are  valuable.  I  believe  in  the  worth  of  these,  and  I  believe  in 
getting  the  best  we  can ;  but  underneath  all  this  we  must,  more  and 
more,  put  the  spirit  of  him  whom  we  delight  to  honor  as  our  Lord 
into  this  work  on  behalf  of  the  Indians.  In  proportion  as  we  do  this 
shall  we  draw  them  to  ourselves  and  to  him ;  and  we  shall  lift  them 
into  the  capacity  of  citizenship,  not  only  in  the  republic  of  the  United 
States,  but  also  in  the  kingdom  of  Almighty  God. 

Rev.  J.  M.  Hark,  Pennsylvania. —  I  am  glad  for  all  that  has  been 
done  in  the  line  of  legislation  in  the  shaping  of  public  opinion  and  in 
the  means  being  used  in  this  work.  But  the  mighty  thing,  after  all,  is 
personal,  individual,  devoted  work  for  our  red  brothers  and  sisters. 
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All  that  we  desire  or  pray  for  can  be  done.  I  W2^s  present  at  Carlisle 
at  the  graduation  of  an  Oneida  girl.  I  heard  her  make  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  addresses  I  ever  heard  from  any  girl.  She  is  now 
at  home,  teaching  in  a  reservation  school.  She  has  just  sent  twelve 
of  her  scholars  to  Carlisle,  and  has  twenty-five  more  in  her  school. 
She  writes  that  she  wants  the  prayers  of  her  Indian  associates  at  Car- 
lisle and  at  Lancaster  that  she  may  be  a  better  woman,  that  she 
may  more  abundantly  show  forth  the  love  of  the  Master  to  the  young 
hearts  intrusted  to  her  care.     She  is  full  of  Christian  devotion. 

Mr.  Hark  closed  by  narrating  incidents  about  several  other  Ind- 
ians who  had  become  Christian  missionaries  and  teachers,  thoroughly 
devoted,  judicious,  filled  with  enthusiasm  and  with  good  practical 
common  sense,  which  are  as  necessary  in  missionary  work  as  any- 
where else. 

Gen.  O.  O.  Howard. —  The  white  people  are  around  the  Indian 
reservations,  waiting  for  them  to  be  opened.  Selfishness,  greed,  and 
liquor  are  brought  in  upon  them.  1  have  visited  every  State  and 
Territory  except  one,  and  also  Alaska,  and  I  can  say  this :  An  Indian 
does  not  accept  the  civilization  about  v^ich  we  talk  until  he  is  con- 
verted. I  asked  Captain  Pratt  if  they  had  yet  become  Christians, 
and  he  speaks  of  members  of  the  church.  But  I  asked,  Do  not  they 
take  a  Christian's  view  of  things  ?  And  with  few  exceptions  he  says 
they  do.  We  do  not  want  to  put  our  whole  stress  upon  secular 
schools.  I  am  in  favor  of  common  schools  as  much  as  anybody; 
but  1  have  a  great  deal  of  solicitude  about  excluding  the  Scriptures 
from  the  schools, —  the  last  book  that  ought  to  be  excluded  from  any 
place.  You  do  not  exclude  Virgil.  Would  you  repress  this  advance 
by  the  government  in  compelling  Indians  to  go  to  school  ^  No :  the 
more  teaching,  the  better ;  but,  as  the  government  multiplies  its  work. 
Christian  brethren  multiply  your  work.  The  help  from  the  govern- 
ment may  have  been  a  little  paralyzing.  I  rejoice  as  the  Presbyte- 
rians come  forth  and  say  they  will  give  up  the  government  money ; 
and  I  hope,  when  good  Presbyterians  die,  that  they  will  leave  their 
money  for  the  pushing  on  of  this  work.  When  I  was  in  the  Freed- 
men's  Bureau,  we  used  to  put  a  dollar  of  the  government  money  with 
a  dollar  of  missionary  money,  and  help  the  American  Missionary 
Association  and  others  to  do  a  good  work.  The  old  people  should 
not  be  neglected  and  forgotten.  I  saw  an  old  man  in  Arizona, 
named  Santo,  a  man  with  hardly  any  clothing  on,  connected  with  the 
chief  family  of  the  tribe.  "Santo,"  I  said,  **I  have  a  Father  up 
yonder,  and  you  have ;  and  your  Father  and  mine  are  the  same  Being. 
We  must  be  brothers."  Tears  ran  down  the  old  man's  cheeks  as  he 
gave  me  his  hand.  The  tribe  had  never  sent  a  delegation  to  Wash- 
ington, and  he  was  the  first  man  to  say  he  would  go.  His  heart  was 
changed.  From  that  time  on  until  he  died  he  was  earnestly  in  favor 
of  our  civilization,  and  did  everything  he  could  for  it.  It  is  the 
change  of  a  man's  heart  that  we  want,  and  I  do  not  know  anything 
that  will  do  that  but  Christian  influences.  Sustain  contract  schools 
as  heartily  as  you  can,  and,  when  government  aid  is  withdrawn,  have 
the  contributions  enlarged,  and  seek  a  greater  work  every  day  until 
the  whole  field  is  covered. 
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The  Chair  appointed  the  following  persons  as  a  special  committee 
on  legislation  in  accordance  with  a  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Garrett 
(page  74):  Mr.  P.  C.  Garrett,  of  Philadelphia;  Judge  William 
Strong,  of  Washington;  F.  J.  Stimson,  of  Boston;  and  Austin 
Abbott  and  Darwin  R.  James,  both  of  New  York. 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  by  Rev.  J.  G.  Van  Slyke,  D.D., 
of  Kingston,  N.Y.  ;  — 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Ninth  Conference,  gathered  at  the  Lake  Mo- 
honk  Mountain  House  to  consider  the  interests  of  the  American  Indian,  give  em- 
phatic expression  in  this  hour  of  adjournment  to  their  appreciation  of  the  gener- 
ous and  beautiful  hospitality  of  their  entertainers,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Albert  K.  Smiley, 
who  have  contributed  in  almost  every  conceivable  way  to  the  pleasure  and  profit 
of  their  guests.  In  this  expression  we  desire  to  include  our  sense  of  the  value  of 
the  counsels  and  influences  which  have  so  materially  promoted  the  welfare  of  the 
Indian,  and  which  have  proceeded  out  of  this  Parliament  of  Philanthropy,  due  to 
their  creative  and  moulding  hands. 

Dr.  Van  Slyke. —  In  offering  this  resolution,  I  feel  disposed  to  com- 
pare this  Conference,  on  this  mountain  height,  to  some  of  those  glitter- 
ing peaks  of  the  Sierras  which  materialize  the  vast  loads  of  snow.  The 
moisture  of  the  Pacific  breathes  against  those  heights,  and  out  of 
them  proceed  the  streams  that  irrigate  the  vast  plains  of  California. 
So  some  of  the  finest  intelligence  and  moral  spirit  and  philanthropic 
zeal  of  this  country,  under  the  magic  wand  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smiley, 
like  trade  winds,  seem  to  have  converged  upon  this  spot,  and  de- 
posited themselves  in  counsels  and  influences  and  plans  which  shall 
go  forth  to  irrigate  the  barrenness  and  sterility  which  have  hitherto 
characterized  the  condition  of  the  Indians  in  this  country. 

Our  immediate  problem  is  to  put  the  Indian  into  some  homogeneity 
with  ourselves,  and  it  is  an  imperative  problem.  Our  population  is 
sweeping  on  and  obliterating  reservation  lines.  The  Indian  can  no 
longer  be  maintained  in  isolation,  and  it  is  not  desirable  that  he 
should  be.  He  must  become  part  of  American  life,  and  be  directed 
by  the  forces  of  American  and  Christian  civilization,  and  become  part 
of  it,  so  that  he  shall  cease  to  be  a  foreign  ingredient.  As  such  he 
will  be  crushed  and  overborne ;  but  make  him  an  actual  participant 
in  our  political,  s6cial,  and  moral  life,  and,  like  the  Germans  and 
Scandinavians,  he  will  become  a  genuine  element  in  our  civil  life. 
We  must  forget  that  the  Indian  is  an  Indian,  and  regard  him  as  hav- 
ing all  the  potentialities  of  a  man.  The  members  of  this  Mohonk 
Conference  are  the  schoolmasters  of  the  nation. 

Rev.  Francis  Tiffany,  of  Cambridge,  Mass.,  seconded  the  resolution 
in  a  happy  speech. 

Mr.  Smiley. —  I  thank  you  for  the  kind  expressions  which  have 
been  made.  I  am  rejoiced  that  so  many  have  come  and  have  made 
this  Conference  such  a  success.  I  always  think  the  last  is  the  best. 
We  have  had  reports  from  the  field  from  devoted  men  engaged  in 
the  work,  discussions  have  been  sharp  and  instructive,  and  the  con- 
clusions sound  and  measurably  unanimous ;  and  I  feel  that  much 
good  has  been  done. 

The  man  is  here  at  whose  house  this  Conference  was  organized. 
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When  I  was  at  Santee,  Dr.  Strieby,  Mr.  Riggs,  Dr.  Ward,  Bishop 
Hare,  Mr.  Williamson,  General  Whittlesey,  myself,  and  others  took 
about  three  days  to  discuss  the  Indian  question  in  reference  to  the 
Sioux.  It  was  so  profitable  that  I  said,  I  invite  you  to  spend  a  week 
with  me  ;  and  I  will  get  together  a  company  of  men  to  talk  the  whole 
thing  over  with  you,  and  Mr.  Riggs  is  the  one  who  is  really  responsi- 
ble for  this  Conference.  When  we  had  the  first  Conference,  I  saw 
that  we  needed  a  second  and  now  this  is  the  ninth,  and  we  need 
another.  I  wish  you  a  pleasant  return  home,  and  a  return  here  at  our 
next  Conference. 

The  resolution  of  thanks  was  adopted  by  a  standing  vote. 
A  resolution  of  thanks  was  voted  to  President  Gates  for  his  courtesy 
and  service,  the  doxology  was  sung,  and  the  Conference  adjourned. 
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PREFACE. 


The  tenth  annual  session  of  the  Lake  Mohonk  Conference  of  Friends  of  the 

Indian  was  held,  through  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  K.  Smiley,  Oct.  12,  13, 

and  14,  1S92,  at  the  Lake  Mohonk  House,  Ulster  County,  New  York. 

^  The  attendance  was  large  and  the  interest  unabated.    The  discussions  were 

\  reported  verbatim,  but  under  the  instructions  of  the  Publication  Committee  have 

.  been  condensed  for  this  pamphlet. 

I  A  copy  of  this  report  is  sent  to  every  member  of  the  Conference.    If  other 

^  copies  are  desired,  application  may  be  made  to  Mr.  A.  K.  Smiley,  Lake  Mohonk, 

Ulster  County,  New  York. 

Bo<;ton,  Mass.,  Dec.  16, 189a. 
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THE    TENTH   LAKE    MOHONK  INDIAN 
CONFERENCE. 


Wednesday,  Oct.  la,  189a. 


The  tenth  annual  Conference  on  Indian  affairs  was  held,  through 
the  hospitality  of  Mr.  A.  K.  Smiley,  at  the  Lake  Mohonk  Hotel, 
Ulster  County,  New  York,  Oct.  12,  13,  14,  1892. 

The  Conference  was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  A.  K.  Smiley  at  10  a.m., 
after  prayer  by  Rev.  S.  J.  Fisher,  D.D. 

Mr.  Smiley  expressed  his  pleasure  in  welcoming  the  members  of 
the  Conference  to  its  tenth  annual  session.  Many  persons  who  had 
usually  been  present  were  kept  away  by  the  conventions  of  the  Episco- 
pal and  Congregational  Churches,  and  by  the  celebrations  of  the  dis- 
covery of  America ;  but  there  was  a  large  accession  of  new  members, 
and  especially  a  large  number  of  those  who  have  in  the  last  year  been 
investigating  the  Indian  question  in  the  field.  "  It  has  been  our  aim 
always,"  said  Mr.  Smiley,  "to  bring  people  together  from  various 
denominations,  from  various  associations  for  the  benefit  of  humanity, 
and  to  let  each  speak  what  he  thinks  without  reservation ;  but  the 
spirit  of  this  Conference  has  been  kindly  and  Christian,  and  we  have 
always  been  able  to  arrive  at  a  unanimous  conclusion.  I  received 
one  or  two  letters  saying  that  there  was  no  need  of  a  conference  this 
year,  because  there  was  nothing  to  grumble  about.  We  may  hear 
some  grumbling,  but  I  hope  it  will  be  in  a  right  spirit. 

"  We  all  looked  upon  General  Fisk,  who  was  so  long  our  presiding 
officer,  as  a  very  remarkable  man.  We  all  missed  him  when  he  was 
gone.  We  have  been  very  fortunate,  too,  in  his  successor.  I  shall 
nominate  as  our  chairman  President  Gates  of  Amherst."  Mr.  Smiley 
then  put  the  vote,  and  Dr.  M.  E.  Gates  was  unanimously  elected 
President  of  the  Mohonk  Conference. 


ADDRESS   OF   PRESIDENT   GATES. 
AT  THE   OPENING   OF   THE   MOHONK    CONFERENCE,  1892. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen^  FrUnds  of  the  Indian^ —  I  have  often  asked 
myself  why  it  is  that  these  Mohonk  Conferences  carry  with  them 
such  a  sense  of  gracious  freedom  and  delight  in  intercourse.  I  rather 
suspect  that  it  is  because  we  carry  out  here  what  some  one  who  has 
thought  wisely  along  these  lines  has  said  is  essential  to  the  complete 
happiness  of  all  rational  people, —  to  have  a  piece  of  unselfish  work 
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on  hand,  one  which  concerns  the  highest  and  best  interests  of 
humanity.  There  is  something  in  the  phase  of  the  question  that 
brings  us  together, —  in  all  its  phases,  and  in  the  tone  of  feeling  upon 
that  question, —  something  in  the  romantic  history  of  these  people 
whom  Bishop  Whipple  styled,  in  words  no  one  will  forget  who  heard 
them,  "  the  people  of  the  unsatisfied  heart,  the  restless  eye,  and  the 
wandering  foot";  there  is  something  in  the  history  of  the  relation 
of  our  own  people  to  this  race  that  in  itself  provokes  a  kind  of  atmos- 
phere of  romance  in  these  gatherings.  And  when  we  have  met  here 
year  after  year,  as  many  of  us  have,  and  have  seen  how  many  are  the 
points  to  be  considered  if  we  would  helpfully  forward  these  people  on 
the  way  to  civilization,  we  begin  to  understand  the  need  of  conference. 
Many  of  us  have  learned  it,  not  along  the  lines  of  our  first  preconceived 
ideas,  but  along  the  line  of  these  ideas  as  modified  by  discussion  with 
others  who  have  had  a  wider  range  of  facts ;  and  many  of  us  have 
learned  that  the  question  is  not  so  simple  as  it  seemed  at  first  sight. 

What  is  the  essential  point  of  view  for  one  who  would  help  the  Ind- 
ian? What  is  really  the  nature  of  this  Indian  problem?  Tell  me 
what  is  the  color  of  the  trees  at  Mohonk  this  week.  There  are  so 
many  questions  to  be  considered,  there  are  so  many  different  condi- 
tions in  the  different  tribes,  that  we  have  found  ourselves  driven  back 
more  and  more  upon  a  few  very  simple  principles.  Indeed,  the  wisest 
work  done  in  social  reform  always  does  find  itself  driven  back  to 
such  principles.  And,  while  no  one  is  foolish  enough  to  imagine  that 
he  can  solve  the  Indian  problem  by  a  phrase,  if  we  were  asked  to 
put  into  a  phrase  the  ripened  fruit  of  our  deliberations,  I  think  we 
should  have  to  say,  "  Education  of  the  head,  the  hand,  and  the  heart ; 
Christianization,  and  helpful  aid  toward  independent  manhood,  after 
the  man  has  been  set  upon  the  way  of  education."  Along  this  line 
this  Conference  has  made  very  decided  progress. 

We  cannot  meet  without  remembering  those  who  have  been  with 
us  and  are  not  with  us.  Two  voices  have  been  silenced  this  year 
which,  though  never  heard  personally  in  these  Conferences,  are  the 
voices  of  men  of  world-wide  reputation,  whose  interest  in  us  has  been 
so  constant,  and  whose  helpful  words  to  our  members  have  been  so' 
repeated  and  so  gracious,  that  we  must  mention  them.  That  most 
chivalric  and  high-souled  of  gentlemen,  George  William  Curtis,  the 
most  aristocratic  of  democrats  and  the  most  truly  democratic  of 
aristocrats;  the  man  who  made  you  believe  in  the  nobility  and 
dignity  of  American  citizenship ;  the  man  who,  although  the  perfect 
flower  of  culture  and  thorough  breeding,  never  for  a  moment  lost  his 
faith  in  the  common  people ;  —  he  has  sent  his  greetings  repeatedly  to 
this  Conference,  and  has  never  failed,  by  pen  and  voice,  to  recognize 
its  work.  And  that  other  voice  that  sounded  in  the  hearts  of  so 
many  of  our  citizens,  and  of  the  citizens  of  the  world, —  the  voice  of 
that  poet  who  had  a  hereditary  right  to  say  "thee"  and  "thou"  to 
these  sons  and  daughters  of  peace  with  whom  we  meet, —  the  Quaker 
poet  has  sent  us  his  greeting  time  after  time,  and  has  always  made 
us  feel  how  deeply  he  was  interested  in  the  progress  of  the  people 
whose  romantic  connection  with  the  scenery  of  New  England  he  has 
forever  perpetuated. 

And  in  the  circle  of  those  who  have  gathered  here  we  miss  some, 
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as  always.    There  are  many  whom  we  shall  not  forget,  although  we 
do  not  name  them.     But  we  press  on  hopefully  toward  the  future. 

THE   DANGER   OF   A   HALF-FINISHED   REFORM. 

There  comes  to  every  reform  which  concerns  itself  with  the  social 
life  and  legal  institutions  of  a  people,  after  a  period  of  theoretic 
success,  a  time  of  grave  practical  danger.  We  are  precisely  at  that 
point  now  with  reference  to  Indian  reform  and  legislation.  The  days 
of  romantic  illusion  —  when  all  who  thought  of  the  Indian  thought  of 
him  through  the  mirage  of  Cooper's  romances;  when  the  "Last  of 
the  Mohicans  "  was  the  accepted  type  of  the  Indian  —  have  forever 
passed  away.  The  disillusionizing  hand  of  the  newspaper  corre- 
spondent has  been  lifted  up  against  that  view ;  and  those  of  you  who 
have  seen  the  reservations  know  that  the  actual  Indian  is  very 
different  from  the  romantic  being  who  passed  current  in  romance 
throughout  Europe,  and  indeed  in  America.  And,  following  that, 
the  work  of  those  who  first  made  appeals  to  the  sense  of  justice  of 
the  nation  has  been  done.  The  winged  words  of  Helen  Hunt  have 
been  heard  wherever  there  are  hearts  to  listen.  The  work  of  the 
story-teller  with  a  purpose  has  been  done.  The  freshness  of  these 
presentations  of  certain  phases  of  injustice  to  the  Indian  has  been 
somewhat  lost.  The  reproach  of  a  "  century  of  dishonor,"  with  its 
broken  treaties,  seems  in  a  measure  to  have  passed  away  when  we 
can  answer,  "  All  that  has  been  changed  by  the  statutes  of  such  and 
such  a  year."  The  time  has  passed  when  the  advocacy  of  the  claims 
of  the  Indian  to  fair  treatment  made  a  man  or  a  woman  marked  in  a 
community.  So  many  of  our  better  newspapers  have  fearlessly  and 
persistently  advocated  the  just  treatment  of  the  Indian,  so  many 
ministers  of  the  gospel  have  been  reached  by  the  information  put  in 
circulation  through  the  agencies  of  the  Indian  Rights*  Association,  of 
this  Conference  and  of  the  Women's  National  Indian  Association, 
that  there  is  hardly  a  community  throughout  our  land  where  the 
jvrongs  of  the  Indian  have  not  been  eloquently  presented,  and  where 
some  sentiment  has  not  been  awakened  in  favor  of  doing  him 
justice. 

Now,  when  such  a  period  has  been  reached,  comes  this  dangerous 
crisis  to  which  I  have  alluded.  And  time  after  time  those  who  watch 
the  history  of  reform  know  that  a  reform  at  this  stage  has  failed  to 
become  effective  for  lack  of  persistent,  wise,  intelligent  effort  along 
the  lines  that  are  required  to  bring  law  and  life  into  vital  connection, 
without  which  law  is  of  no  value.  When  a  reform  affects  favorably 
but  a  small  number  in  a  great  nation,  it  has  happened  more  than 
once  in  the  history  of  civilization  that  the  interest  awakened  by  the 
first  presentation  of  wrongs  suffered  has  subsided  before  the  wrongs 
are  fully  redressed. 

We  are  just  at  that  period  now  in  this  reform.  We  have  upon  our 
statute-books  laws  that  promise  much.  Think  of  the  progress  of  the 
last  seven  or  eight  years !  Eight  years  ago  the  systematic  attack  may 
be  said  to  have  begun,  upon  the  evils  of  herding  Indians  on  reser- 
vations, against  the  debasing  and  pauperizing  effect  of  the  wholesale 
issuing  of  rations,  and  against  the  awful  injustice  involved  in  refusing 
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all  protection  of  law  to  more  than  two  hundred  thousand  native-born 
Americans.  For  us  to  ask,  then,  for  land  in  severalty  and  individual 
homes  for  the  Indian ;  for  us  to  demand,  as  a  few  daring  ones  did 
demand,  that  the  Indians  should  be  endowed  with  the  rights  of 
citizenship  as  soon  as  they  took  their  homes ;  for  us  to  ask,  above 
all,  for  civil  service  reform  in  any  part  of  the  Indian  service ;  for  us 
to  demand  of  the  federal  government  so  broad  a  preparation  for  the 
educational  needs  of  these  people  as  virtually  should  mean  schools 
for  all  Indian  children  ;  —  for  us  to  ask  these  things  seemed  to  many 
but  drawing  in  fancy  upon  Utopian  possibilities.  And  yet  but  eight 
years  have  passed,  and  now  for  five  or  six  years  the  Dawes  Sever- 
alty Bill  has  been  upon  our  statute  books,  and  in  the  neighborhood 
of  twenty  thousand  Indians  have  already  received  land  in  severalty. 
Except  the  fifty-eight  agents,  civil  service  reform  has  been  so  ex- 
tended as  to  cover  the  larger  part  of  the  most  influential  employees 
of  the  Indian  Department.  We  have  already  done  more  than  we 
dared  to  hope  for  eight  years  ago,  when  the  men  who  ventured  to  ex- 
press that  hope  were  regarded  as  dreamers. 

We  have  been  exceedingly  fortunate,  in  this  reform,  in  having  as 
chairman  of  the  Indian  Committee  in  the  Senate  one  who  kept  his 
ear  open  to  the  view  of  the  theorists  and  the  dreamers,  but  who  knew 
the  difference  between  an  abstract  principle  and  a  piece  of  legisla- 
tion, one  who  knew  how  to  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the  spoilsman  and  the 
obstructor,  and  who  has  helped  forward  all  wise  measures.  Senator 
Dawes,  who  crowns  a  period  of  senatorial  service  (which  he  saddens 
his  own  constituents  by  saying  must  cease)  by  visits  to  the  reserva- 
tions this  last  month,  comes  to  us  with  fresh  facts  during  the  sessions 
of  this  Conference.  Very  largely  with  his  practical  and  efficient  aid^ 
these  principles,  considered  and  formulated  here,  have  been  reduced 
to  practicable  laws,  and  are  effective  to-day.  It  is  no  longer  true  that 
we  have  a  quarter  of  a  million  people  without  law.  It  is  no  longer 
true  that  we  are  herding  the  Indians  on  reservations  away  from  all  good 
influences.  It  is  no  longer  true  that  it  is  hopeless  to  speak  of  civil 
service  reform.  When  we  remember  how  painfully  slow  many  legal^ 
reforms  have  proved  to  be,  even  in  our  land,  where  economy  of  legis-* 
lation  is  not  a  characteristic  economy,  we  may  well  felicitate  ourselves 
upon  the  past. 

But,  when  a  Conference  like  this  begins  to  look  back  upon  what 
has  been  accomplished  rather  than  forward  to  the  work  that  remains 
to  be  done,  the  symptom  is  a  dangerous  one.  What  is  the  question 
for  us  to-day  ?  It  is  this.  Do  we  belong  to  that  class  of  people  who 
go  about  asking  for  a  reform,  are  willing  to  be  known  as  having  a 
hand  in  it,  and  who  maintain  their  interest  just  as  long  as  there  is  a 
little  reflected  glory  from  it,  and  then  drop  off  when  there  is  call  for 
steady,  persistent  effort,  after  the  delight  and  the  charm  of  the  thing 
have  been  lost  ?  Or  do  we  possess  that  most  valuable  Anglo-Saxon 
trait,  "  staying  power,"  in  the  determined  resolution  with  which  the 
ground  already  occupied  shall  be  maintained,  and  advances  made  all 
along  the  line  ?  I  think  this  Conference  will  be  a  critical  and  deci- 
sive one  in  that  respect.  If  we  let  go  now,  all  who  know  anything 
about  the  history  of  legislation  understand  that  these  statutes  will  be 
dead  letters,  and  that,  in  the  process  of  change  which  they  have 
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initiated,  to  leave  the  Indians  without  farther  legislation  would  be  to 
make  the  last  condition  of  these  people  worse  than  the  first.  The 
work  of  such  a  body  must  still  be  maintained  for  years,  until  these 
people  are  safely  guided  through  the  transition  years  into  full  citizen- 
ship. 

But  we  need  not  wait  for  that  so  long  as  some  of  us  have  some- 
times feared.  What  an  inspiring  spectacle  that  was  in  New  York, 
day  before  yesterday,  when,  marching  in  column,  came  the  three 
hundred  and  fifty  pupils  of  the  Carlisle  School,  led  by  that  iron  man 
with  tender  Christian  heart.  Captain  Pratt, —  marching  so  well,  headed 
by  their  own  band,  that  they  brought  out  rounds  of  applause  I  They 
contrasted  very  well  with  the  lads  from  one  of  our  universities, — 
though  I  know  the  type  so  well  that  I  do  not  misjudge  them, —  who 
came  up  in  white  hats  lettered  "  We  are  the  people,"  fell  into  line, 
lowering  their  hats  so  that  the  President  might  read  ;  then,  with  their 
sneering  and  jolly  college  cheers,  passed  on,  after  they  had  turned  up 
their  trousers  because,  they  said,  "  it  was  raining  in  London "  I 
But  if  some  grave  man  from  a  European  country  had  seen  them,  and 
had  seen,  following  them,  these  young  Indian  Americans  carrying 
themselves  so  well  in  their  neat  unSorms,  with  their  prompt  and 
respectful  and  manly  uncovering  before  the  President, —  so  fine  in 
their  bearing  that  the  crowd  rose  and  cheered  them, —  such  a  one, 
watching  them,  might  have  said,  **  There  is  something  very  promising 
for  the  future  of  these  people  in  these  native-born  Americans." 

There  are  still  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  of  these  Indians  left 
in  this  country.  We  say  sometimes,  "  It  is  so  small  a  number."  It 
is  a  small  number,  and  yet  it  means  a  great  many  homes.  If  a  city 
of  that  size  were  blotted  out  by  fire  or  prostrated  under  pestilence, 
how  our  sympathies  would  go  out  to  it !  It  is  a  quarter  of  a  million ; 
and,  if  we  have  sixty  millions  and  more  in  this  country,  still  that 
means  that  one  in  each  two  hundred  and  fifty  of  our  people  is  an 
Indian.  Surely,  there  is  an  opportunity  for  work  still.  They  have 
still  to  be  educated  until  they  fall  naturally  into  the  ranks  of  Amer- 
ican citizenship. 

So  manifold  and  so  manifest  have  been  the  disadvantages  which 
attend  a  change  in  th^ personnel  oi  the  Indian  service  that,  in  general, 
friends  of  Indian  reforp  have  dreaded  a  change  of  the  administration, 
because  it  was  so  uniformly  the  occasion  for  such  changes  in  the 
Indian  service  that  it  deprived  it  of  its  best  servants  and  most  ap- 
proved friends  among  the  agents  and  the  employees  of  the  depart- 
ment. But  both  the  distinguished  candidates  for  the  office  of  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  in  the  campaign  which  is  now  in  progress, 
in  their  administration  of  affairs  have  professed  themselves,  and 
proved  themselves,  wise  friends  of  this  reform.  Whatever  our  party 
preferences  may  be,  we  have  the  right  to  hope,  and  confidently  to 
expect,  from  the  successful  candidate,  whichever  of  the  two  he  may 
be,  an  intelligent  and  consistent  interest  in  the  objects  which  we 
have  at  heart.  The  application  of  civil  service  reform  by  President 
Harrison  to  a  considerable  number  of  the  appointees  in  this  depart- 
ment assures  us  a  certain  element  of  permanency  in  the  service,  even 
if  the  election  should  result  in  a  change  of  administration.  And  yet 
the  lamentable  results  of  displacing  valuable  Indian  agents  without 
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any  good  cause,  and  simply  to  make  room  for  political  appointments, 
have  been  so  disastrous  in  these  late  years,  even  under  Presidents 
whose  professions  of  devotion  to  civil  service  reform  and  the  interests 
of  the  Indian  have  been  loud  and  repeated,  that  I  am  sure  I  voice 
the  sentiment  of  this  Conference  when  I  urge  that  we  memorialize 
Congress  most  strongly  for  such  legislation  as  may  be  necessary  to 
place  Indian  agents  beyond  the  reach  of  changes  dictated  by  partisan- 
ship in  the  interests  of  spoilsmen,  and  insure  such  permanency  of 
tenure  for  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  as  shall  secure  the 
success  of  a  policy  which  requires  eight  or  ten  years  of  uninterrupted 
development  to  show  its  best  results. 

And  let  me  say  that  I  feel  a  very  grave  anxiety  now  as  to  the  atti- 
tude of  the  great  bodies  of  Christians  in  our  country  toward  the  great 
work  of  Indian  education.  If  the  increased  facilities  for  education 
provided  by  the  government  shall  simply  result  in  the  Christian 
people  of  this  land  withdrawing  from  the  work  they  have  undertaken 
among  the  Indians,  in  the  feeling  that  the  government  is  doing  all 
needed  work  among  them,  I  think  the  future  looks  very  dark  for  this 
people.  For,  mark  you,  the  next  ten  or  fifteen  years  will  fix  forever 
the  ideals  of  these  communities,  as  the  Indians  pass  out  from  reserva- 
tion life  into  the  life  of  States  and  Territories.  Now,  what  are  the 
ideals  to  be  fixed  on  these  communities  ?  Unless  the  power  of  the 
living  Christ  come  to  the  rescue,  we  shall  have  the  saloon, —  that 
awful  danger  of  the  Indian  already, —  the  saloon,  and  the  lowest  type 
of  border  civilization,  fixed  upon  them  forever.  There  was  never  so 
strong  and  pressing  a  demand  for  the  heat  and  the  light  that  come 
from  the  great  heart  of  Christ  alone,  to  work  upon  a  people  and  fix 
their  institutions,  to  make  those  communities  forever  like  the  com- 
munities of  Iowa  and  Kansas,  where  Christian  principle  went  into 
the  shaping  of  the  ideals  on  which  its  homes  are  founded.  There 
was  never  so  strong  a  demand  for  the  Christians  of  our  nation  to  put 
double  the  number  of  missionaries  and  teachers  among  these  people, 
to  flood  them  with  a  new  and  large  stream  of  Christian  influence, 
while  the  ideals  of  citizenship  and  of  home  are  forming.  They  may 
be  so  formed  as  to  make  these  people  most  valuable  citizens  in  the 
future.  Then  let  us  not  give  up  the  mighty  motive  power  of  Chris- 
tian love  and  thought  and  Christian  life  in  work  among  the  Indians. 

For  my  own  part,  it  becomes  increasingly  clear  to  me  with  each 
added  year  of  observation  and  experience  in  this  work  that  we  can 
in  no  other  way  so  thoroughly  benefit  the  Indian  as  by  drawing  him 
out  of  his  seclusion  into  the  influence  of  civilized  Christian  society. 
While  there  must  undoubtedly  continue  to  be  communities  in  which 
Indians  —  Indian  citizens  —  shall  for  some  time  form  the  majority  of 
a  township  or  of  a  community,  there  should  not  be  any  sections  in 
our  country  where  white  people  of  good  character  and  helpful  pur- 
pose should  not  be  intermingled  with  such  Indian  residents.  When 
we  contrast  the  slow  progress  in  civilization  made  by  Indians  who  re- 
main among  their  own  people  with  the  rapid  and  steady  progress 
made,  and  the  strong  manhood  and  womanhood  developed,  when 
the  better  pupils  from  Indian  schools  in  the  East  are  placed  out  in 
white  communities  for  six  months  or  a  year,  and  associate  as  equals 
with  white  children  in  our  schools,  and  become  members  of  Christian 
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families,  I  am  very  clear  in  my  own  conviction  that  the  more  Ind- 
ians we  bring  to  schools  in  the  central  West  and  in  the  East,  and  the 
more  thoroughly  Indians  thus  brought  into  civilized  communities  are 
dispersed  for  at  least  half  the  year  and  become  practically  familiar 
with  Christian  home  life  upon  the  farms  and  villages  of  our  country, 
the  more  quickly  will  the  entire  Indian  problem  disappear.  Christian 
duty  forbids  our  waiting  for  the  slow  lapse  of  generations  to  civilize 
the  quarter  of  a  million  Indians  upon  our  soil.  The  work  should  be 
accomplished  by  us  within  the  next  twenty  years.  Education  is  the 
only  sure  road,  and  Christian  helpfulness  the  only  sure  and  effective 
assistance  in  travelling  this  road. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  H.  O.  Houghton,  Mr.  Joshua  W.  Davis,  Mr.  J, 
Evarts  Greene,  and  Miss  Martha  D.  Adams  were  elected  Secretaries. 

On  motion  of  Professor  C.  C.  Painter,  Mr.  Frank  Wood  was  elected 
Treasurer. 

On  motion  of  General  C.  H.  Howard,  it  was  voted  that  a  Business 
Committee  of  five  members  be  appointed  by  the  Chair.  The  committee 
was  appointed  as  follows  :  Hon.  Philip  C.  Garrett,  Mrs.  A.  S.  Quinton, 
Mrs.  Clinton  B.  Fisk,  Mr.  H.  O.  Houghton,  and  General  C.  H. 
Howard. 

The  opening  address  was  "  A  Survey  of  the  Year's  Work,"  by  Gen- 
eral E.  Whittlesey,  of  Washington. 


SURVEY   OF   THE   YEAR'S   WORK. 

BY   GENERAL    E.    WHITTLESEY. 

The  work  of  the  year  has  been  a  quiet  and  steady  work ;  and  there 
has  been  progress  all  along  the  line,  along  the  same  line  upon  which 
we  have  been  working  for  several  years  past.  What  I  have  to  say 
may  perhaps  be  grouped  under  three  heads, —  lands  and  homes  for 
Indians,  education,  and  legislation. 

The  work  of  allotting  land  has  been  going  on  during  the  year  as 
rapidly  as  the  means  provided  by  the  government  would  permit,  per- 
haps as  rapidly  as  would  be  wise,  although  many  Indians  are  now 
asking  for  homesteads  who  cannot  be  provided  with  them  at  once,  for 
the  reason  that  the  department  have  not  the  means  to  do  the  work  of 
surveying  and  allotting  the  lands.  A  quarter-section  of  land  given 
to  an  Indian  is  not  a  home,  by  any  means ;  but  it  furnishes  a  site 
where  a  home  may  be  built.  And  more  and  more  every  year  the 
Indians  are  availing  themselves  of  the  opportunity  that  is  given  them 
to  build  themselves  comfortable  homes  and  to  gather  around  them 
the  means  of  making  life  happy  as  it  never  has  been  before.  This 
matter  will  be  fully  presented  by  and  by  by  our  friend,  the  prince  of 
allotting  agents.  Miss  Fletcher. 

Upon  education  I  need  say  very  little,  for  that  subject  has  been 
before  us  year  after  year ;  and  we  have  reached  that  point  where  we 
can  say  that  more  than  half  the  Indian  children  are  already  provided 
with  the  means  of  education,  and  are  attending  school.     It  was  but 
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a  very  short  time  ago,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  we  thought  it  a  very  inter- 
esting announcement  when  we  said  that  one-fourth  of  the  Indian 
children  were  attending  school.  We  shall  hear  fully  upon  the  subject 
of  education  from  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  who  has  given 
his  time  especially  to  that  work. 

Legislation  upon  Indian  affairs,  in  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
has  not  been  so  extensive  or  so  important  as  during  the  session  of 
the  Fifty-first  Congress ;  and  yet  some  legislation  of  importance  can  be 
reported.  One  matter  was  the  ratification  of  the  agreement  with  the 
Colville  Indians  in  Washington,  by  which  a  large  portion  of  the  ex- 
tensive reservation  occupied  by  them  will  become  the  property  of  the 
United  States,  and  a  large  sum  of  money  be  paid  to  the  Indians  for 
the  lands  which  they  cede.  Another  act  passed  was  to  carry  into 
effect  the  recommendations  of  the  commission  appointed  to  settle 
certain  difficulties  among  the  Mission  Indians  of  Southern  California, 
of  which  our  host,  Mr.  Smiley,  was  the  chairman ;  and  the  work  of 
carrying  out  the  recommendations  of  the  commission  is  now  going 
on.  Another  act  by  the  last  Congress  was  an  act  passed  for  the 
more  effectual  prohibition,  or  rather  restriction,  of  the  sale  of  liquor 
in  the  Indian  Territory,  including  the  sale  of  beer  as  well  as  of  spirit- 
uous liquors.  Another  provision  —  this  last  was  included,  I  think,  in 
the  Indian  Appropriation  Bill — was  to  sanction  the  deeds  and  records 
of  the  Indian  Office,  and  authorize  the  use  of  a  seal  by  that  office.  It 
may  not  at  first  sight  appear  to  you  that  this  is  very  important ;  but  it 
has  its  bearing  upon  a  very  large  amount  of  property,  the  conditions  of 
which  have  been  very  uncertain.  And  still  another  act  was  an  act  to 
complete  the  allotments  to  the  Cheyenne  and  Arrapahoe  Indians  in 
the  Indian  Territory,  which  had  been  suspended  a  year  before  for 
want  of  means  to  carry  out  the  work  which  had  been  begun. 

Now,  under  these  various  acts,  a  very  large  amount  of  land  that 
formerly  belonged  to  the  Indians  has  become  the  property  of  the 
United  States,  and  has  been  thrown  open  to  settlement,  bringing 
white  settlers  into  close  contact  with  the  Indians,  and  exerting  upon 
them  the  influences  of  civilization  upon  their  border;  and  a  large 
amount  of  money  has  been  paid  to  Indians  for  the  lands  they  have 
ceded, —  a  very  large  sum  of  money  indeed.  A  resolution  was  passed 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress  for  the  payment  of  some  three  mill- 
ions of  money  to  the  Choctaw  Indians  for  their  claim  upon  lands 
west  of  their  reservation.  This  money,  deposited  for  their  benefit  in 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  or  paid  into  their  hands,  may  in 
some  cases  work  to  their  injury  rather  than  to  their  benefit.  We 
have,  in  former  years,  often  deprecated  cash  payments  to  Indians ; 
and  to  Indians  who  have  made  no  progress  toward  civilization  such 
payments  have  generally  been  an  entire  waste  of  the  money  put  into 
their  hands.  But  the  time  seems  to  have  come  now  when  certain 
Indians,  who  have  reached  a  considerable  degree  of  civilization, 
should  have  the  handling  of  their  own  property,  and  learn  by  expe- 
rience the  use  of  their  own  money.  Some  of  them  will  waste  it: 
many  of  them  will,  perhaps ;  but  they  must  learn  the  use  of  money 
by  experience,  just  as  we  have  all  learned  it.  A  provision  has  been 
inserted  in  the  Indian  Appropriation  Bill  for  the  current  year,  author- 
izing the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  in  certain  cases  where  he  may 
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think  the  Indians  capable  of  managing  their  own  affairs,  to  pay  them 
cash  instead  of  the  supplies  that  are  provided  for  in  the  treaties 
with  them.  I  hope  that  this  will  be  done,  but  that  it  will  be  done 
with  great  caution. 

In  regard  to  this  matter  of  wasting  their  funds :  when  the  agreement 
was  made,  a  couple  of  years  ago  or  more,  with  the  Sisseton  Indians 
of  Dakota,  a  large  sum  of  money  was  secured  for  them  on  account  of 
an  old  claim  which  they  had  against  the  government,  and  that  was 
paid  over  to  them  in  cash.  Soon  reports  came  that  they  were  throw- 
ing it  away  to  buy  carriages  and  ponies  and  jewelry,  and  misusing 
their  money  to  a  very  large  extent.  I  wrote  to  the  clerk  of  the 
agency,  himself  an  educated  Indian, —  Mr.  Brown, —  and  asked  him 
to  make  an  investigation,  and  report  to  me  just  the  facts  on  the  sub- 
ject. This  he  did,'  and  gave  me  all  the  details,  naming  the  men  and 
the  women  who  had  received  money.  This  was  his  conclusion :  "  A 
certain  number,  not  a  large  proportion,  are  wasting  their  money,  as 
has  been  alleged ;  but  the  great  majority  are  making  wise  use  of  it. 
The  men  are  buying  agricultural  implements,  and  improving  their 
farms  and  houses.  The  women  are  hoarding  their  portions  to  buy 
provisions  and  clothing  for  their  children  in  the  coming  winter."  Now, 
I  suppose,  if  we  were  to  take  three  or  four  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
and  distribute  it  to  a  thousand  people  in  some  village  here  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Mohonk,  some  of  the  people  would  find  a  good  use 
for  their  money,  many  would  carefully  save  it,  and  a  good  many  would 
go  to  saloons  and  other  places  and  waste  it.  I  do  not  think  Indians, 
after  they  get  some  education,  are  very  different  in  that  respect  from 
white  men.  I  believe  that  the  time  has  come  for  gradually  reducing 
the  issue  of  rations,  and  giving  the  Indians  their  own  money  provided 
for  them  by  treaty,  and  letting  them  spend  it  themselves,  and  learn 
how  to  use  it. 

Mr.  MosES  Pierce. —  You  said  that  the  money  that  is  paid  to  these 
Indians  is  deposited  in  the  United  States  Treasury.  Is  there  any  way 
of  getting  that  money  out,  excepting  by  an  act  of  Congress  ? 

Gen.  Whittlesey. —  It  must  be  by  an  act  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Pierce. —  Is  it  an  easy  thing  to  do  to  get  the  money  for  the 
Indians  ? 

Gen.  Whittlesey. —  They  have  the  interest  of  it  every  year. 

President  Gates. —  It  is  a  great  pleasure  to  us  to  have  with  us  to-day 
the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs.  General  Morgan,  whose  works 
speak  for  him. 


ADDRESS   OF   COMMISSIONER   MORGAN. 

About  three  years  ago,  soon  after  I  had  entered  upon  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  my  present  office,  it  was  my  privilege  to 
meet  in  this  Conference.  I  remember  asking  you  at  that  time 
what  you  wished  to  have  done ;  and  I  was  told  by  your  genial 
President,  General  Fisk,  that  I  should  very  soon  learn  what  you 
wished  to  have  done.  I  return  to  you  now,  after  three  years  of  prac- 
tical work  in  the  office.    I  have  learned  during  that  time  what  you 
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wanted  done,  and  I  have  sometimes  thought  that  you  wanted  about  as 
many  kinds  of  things  as  there  were  members  of  the  Conference.  I 
wish,  however,  to  recognize  the  fact  that  the  view  of  the  Conference^ 
although  diverging  in  minor  details,  has  been,  on  the  whole,  a  united 
view ;  and  the  public  sentiment  that  has  been  created  by  the  discus- 
sions here  has  been  most  helpful  in  securing  the  legislation  and  in 
administering  the  laws  that  have  been  passed  in  the  Indian  Office. 
And  I  should  not  be  true  to  my  conviction  if  I  did  not  express  to 
you  my  sense  of  obligation,  as  an  officer  of  the  government,  for  the 
support  that  has  gone  from  this  place  to  those  who  have  been  e»- 
gaged  in  the  difficult  work  of  administering  Indian  affairs. 

It  seems  a  very  simple  and  easy  thing,  I  have  no  doubt,  to  persons 
from  the  outside,  to  run  the  Indian  Office.  I  am  reminded  of  a  story 
told  of  the  late  Dr.  Wayland.  While  President  of  Brown  University^ 
he  was  in  the  habit  of  meeting  a  number  of  the  students  on  Sunday 
as  a  Bible  class.  At  one  time  he  was  unfolding  to  them  the  wonders 
of  the  Proverbs  of  Solomon,  when  one  young  man  said  to  him,  "  Mr. 
President,  it  doesn't  seem  to  me  that  the  Proverbs  of  Solomon  are  so 
wonderful :  they  seem  very  simple."  Good  old  Dr.  Wayland  looked 
at  him,  and  said,  "  My  son,  won't  you  make  a  few,  and  bring  in  ? " 
I  have  felt  sometimes,  when  I  have  seen  how  easy  it  seemed  to  peo- 
ple outside  to  manage  the  Indian  Office,  like  saying,  "I  will  step 
aside,  and  you  take  the  chair  for  a  month,  and  try  it." 

As  has  been  said  this  morning,  the  Indian  question,  in  one  aspect 
of  it,  is  as  varied  as  the  colors  of  the  leaves  on  these  beautiful  hills. 
And  yet,  so  far  as  it  pertains  to  the  Indians  in  their  relation  to  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  solu- 
tion of  it  has  already  been  found,  and  is  embodied  in  the  phrase, 
**  American  citizenship."  For  just  so  soon  as  the  Indians  have  be- 
come American  citizens,  and  each  individual  among  them  stands  upon 
his  own  feet,  they  become  merged  in  our  national  life,  losing  their 
identity  as  Indians  and  appearing  simply  as  citizens.  Thus  the  gov- 
ernment will  have  no  more  to  do  with  them,  as  a  body  different  from 
the  rest  of  us,  than  it  has  to  do  with  the  French  or  Italians  or  Bo- 
hemians, or  any  other  body  of  people  who  come  among  us  to  make 
their  homes.  Just  so  soon  as  the  Indians  have  become  citizens,  the 
Indian  problem,  as  a  national  question,  ceases  to  exist.  There  will 
remain  a  great  many  Indian  problems,  so  long  as  we  look  upon  that 
people  as  human  beings,  as  people  in  whose  personal  welfare  we  are 
interested,  as  people  for  whose  children  we  have  a  care.  If  we  desire 
that  they  be  elevated  in  the  scale  of  civilization,  that  they  be  Chris- 
tianized, that  their  sons  and  their  daughters  may  be  highly  educated, 
that  all  their  modes  of  living  may  be  improved  and  brought  into  har- 
mony with  our  own,  just  so  long  there  will  be  an  Indian  problem 
for  every  reservation,  and,  indeed,  I  am  inclined  to  think,  for  every 
Indian.  But,  so  far  as  the  government  is  concerned,  the  question  is 
solved  when  they  have  become  citizens.  I  look  upon  the  Dawes  Bill, 
therefore,  which  became  a  law  Feb.  8,  1887,  as  the  radical  turning- 
point  in  this  entire  question  of  the  relation  of  the  Indians  of  this 
country  to  the  general  government,  and  upon  the  application  of  that 
law  as  the  crucial  test  in  all  this  matter. 

I  have  already  said  that,  so  soon  as  the  individual  becomes  a  citi- 
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zen,  becomes  an  individual,  a  man,  he  ceases  in  so  far  to  be  an  Ind- 
ian ;  that  is,  in  so  far  as  he  has  any  relation  to  the  government.  So 
there  goes  of  necessity,  with  the  application  of  the  land-in-severalty 
law,  the  entire  system  of  Indian  reservations.  There  cannot  be  a 
reservation  in  any  proper  sense,  except  for  those  who  are  banded  to- 
gether as  a  tribe,  regarded  as  separate  and  peculiar.  The  moment 
the  Indian  has  become  a  citizen  he  ceases  to  be  peculiar :  he  has  no 
claims  upon  the  government  to  maintain  for  him  a  reservation.  The 
whole  reservation  system,  then,  must  be  wiped  out  of  existence ;  and 
this  is  rapidly  becoming  the  case  wherever  the  Indians  have  taken 
their  lands.  There  can,  for  instance,  be  no  system  of  Indian  courts 
where  Indians  have  become  citizens  of  the  United  States :  there  can 
be  no  system  of  Indian  police.  At  Sisseton  and  Santee,  and  other 
agencies  where  the  Indians  are  taking  their  land,  they  are  asserting 
their  rights  as  citizens  under  the  law,  so  that  they  refuse  to  recognize 
the  authority  of  Indian  police  and  to  obey  the  judgments  of  Indian 
judges ;  and  more  and  more  they  will  come  to  refuse  to  recognize  the 
authority  of  the  agent.  And  the  Indian  who  has  become  a  citizen, 
who  is  told  that  he  must  rely  on  his  own  judgment,  very  quickly 
learns  to  say  to  his  chief,  "  You  are  no  longer  chief  '* :  he  comes  to 
recognize  that  in  himself  as  a  citizen  dwells  the  sovereignty,  that  he 
is  chief  of  his  own  household,  of  his  own  affairs.  And  so  the  rule  by 
chieftainship  passes,  by  necessity,  not  immediately,  and  yet  quite  rap- 
idly enough,  out  of  existence.  Along  with  this  will  go  necessarily  the 
whole  system  of  issuing  rations,  and  the  maintenance  of  an  agency 
system.  Everything  else  that  pertains  to  the  Indian  administration 
ceases  of  necessity,  so  that  I  have  looked  with  some  degree,  not  only 
of  interest,  but  of  apprehension,  upon  the  rapidity  with  which  lands 
are  being  allotted. 

In  an  article  by  Professor  Thayer,  published,  I  think,  in  the  Atlantic 
Monthly,  he  intimated  that  it  would  take  a  very  long  time  to  bring 
about  a  change  by  the  application  of  the  law  of  severalty.  An  army 
officer  published  recently  an  article  in  which  he  said  that  it  would 
take  a  hundred  years  for  the  Indian  Bureau  to  apply  the  land-in-sev- 
eralty law.  I  have  taken  pains,  in  my  annual  report,  to  gather  to- 
gether the  facts  in  regard  to  the  number  of  those  who  have  already 
taken  their  lands  in  severalty. 

There  have  been  30,738  allotments  completed.  Those  to  whom 
allotments  are  about  to  be  made  number  26,691.  This  means  that 
the  agents  are  already  at  work  in  the  field.  And  25,636  more  are  in 
the  act  of  receiving  their  allotments,  making  in  all  81,344  allotments 
that  you  might  regard,  for  all  working  purposes,  as  accomplished.  I 
have  concluded,  therefore,  that,  if  we  were  disposed  to  push  the  work 
in  this  line,  with  the  force  now  engaged,  all  the  allotments  that  ought 
to  be  made  can  be  completed  within  three  or  four  years.  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  say  that,  if  it  were  thought  wise,  all  the  allotting  of  lands 
could  be  finished  absolutely  within  four  years  more ;  but  I  doubt  the 
wisdom  of  it.  There  are  many  cases  where  I  am  inclined  to  think  it 
would  be  a  very  unwise  thing  to  allot  lands  to  Indians  as  they  are 
now, —  for  instance,  among  the  San  Carlos  Apaches ;  and  there  are 
others  I  should  put  in  the  same  class.  So,  recognizing  the  far-reach- 
ing consequences  of  this  act,  recognizing  that,  when  the  Indians  have 
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taken  their  lands  and  received  their  patents,  they  cease  practically  to 
be  Indians  and  become  citizens, —  that  they  pass  out  from  the  con- 
trol of  the  Indian  Office,  and  refuse  to  send  their  children  to  school, 
—  I  have  felt  that  it  is  a  very  grave  question  whether  this  law  should 
be  rapidly  and  suddenly  put  into  execution. 

That  brings  me,  then,  to  the  second  point  in  my  mind.  I  have  said 
that  citizenship  is  the  solution  of  the  whole  problem,  so  far  as  it 
stands  related  to  the  government.  Now,  so  far  as  it  stands  related 
to  us  as  individuals,  as  those  who  wish  their  welfare,  the  great  ques- 
tion that  confronts  us  is  the  preparation  for  citizenship.  Mere  citi- 
zenship is  only  opportunity.  Citizenship  carries  with  it  no  new 
powers,  gives  no  added  talent.  It  simply  opens  the  way ;  and,  unless 
the  Indian  is  prepared  to  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  that  is 
afforded  to  him,  he  will  derive  not  only  no  advantage  from  it,  but  in 
many  cases  his  later  condition  will  be  worse  than  the  first.  If  we 
look,  therefore,  to  his  welfare,  to  his  growth,  to  his  accumulation  of 
property,  to  his  development  of  a  home,  to  his  rising  in  the  scale  of 
being,  so  that  he  may  have  better  clothing,  better  food,  and  better 
social  surroundings,  and  adopt  better  habits,  and  become  an  intelli- 
gent man,  with  his  books,  with  his  newspapers,  his  churches,  and  his 
Sunday-schools,  his  social  gatherings,  and  all  that, —  if  we  look  for 
this  result,  we  must  see  to  it  that  there  is  a  certain  amount  of  prepa- 
ration afforded  to  him,  or  at  least  an  opportunity  for  this  preparation. 
I  have  given,  during  the  last  three  years,  a  great  deal  of  attention  to 
this  matter.  The  preparation  consists  at  least  of  two  great  lines  of 
work.  First,  he  must  be  afforded  an  opportunity  of  self-support. 
The  mere  allotting  of  a  quarter-section  to  an  Indian  is  a  very  simple 
thing,  which  can  be  done  on  paper  by  anybody  who  knows  how  to 
write  and  has  a  little  tact.  But  to  enable  that  Indian,  when  he  has 
received  that  eighty  acres,  to  make  a  home  out  of  it,  is  another  mat- 
ter. A  great  deal  of  the  land  we  are  allotting  to  Indians  is  unfitted 
to  agriculture.  One  of  the  great  problems  among  the  Sioux  is  the 
fact  that  their  land,  for  the  most  part,  is  of  this  nature.  It  would  an- 
swer for  grazing  purpose,  but  that  requires  a  larger  area.  The  Na- 
vajo people  are  an  illustration  of  the  vast  territory  required  by 
herders.  They  have  a  reservation  of  twelve  thousand  square  miles, 
and  they  have  pleaded  for  an  extension  of  their  territory  because 
they  cannot  support  their  herds  and  flocks  on  the  land  they  have. 
They  extend  south  and  north  and  east  and  west,  and  they  are  in  con- 
stant conflict  with  the  white  settlers  on  the  west  because  of  the 
lack  of  facilities  for  grazing.  They  have  a  million  and  a  half  sheep 
and  goats,  and  they  find  it  impossible  to  provide  for  them  on  the  lim- 
ited land  they  have.  Now,  if  we  are  to  allot  lands  to  the  Sioux  Ind- 
ians in  South  Dakota,  and  insist  that  they  shall  make  a  living  by 
farming,  we  are  demanding  of  them  the  impossible.  So  the  question 
has  presented  itself  again  and  again  whether  it  is  not  possible  to 
develop  stock-raising  among  these  Indians ;  and  during  the  last  few 
months  the  Indian  Office  has  purchased  and  distributed  to  them  more 
than  thirty  thousand  head  of  cattle ;  and  they  propose  to  distribute 
twenty  thousand  next  year,  and  ten  thousand  the  year  after,  which 
will  fulfil  treaty  obligations.  A  great  many  sheep  have  been  pur- 
chased for  the  Indians  at  Fort  Berthold.     The  Indians  at  Fort  Peck 
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-were  also  furnished  sheep.  A  great  deal  of  attention  has  been  given 
to  developing  the  idea  of  stock-raising  among  the  children  in  our 
schools.  We  grow  our  own  beef  at  Fort  Hall.  We  are  preparing  to 
do  the  same  thing  at  other  schools,  with  a  view  of  enabling  the  Ind- 
ian boys  to  become  acquainted  with  scientific  methods  of  caring  for 
stock. 

A  great  deal  of  attention  has  also  been  given  to  the  question  of 
irrigation.  Thousands  of  acres  of  the  land  that  we  are  asking  these 
people  to  occupy  are  absolutely  valueless  unless  it  can  be  irrigated. 
We  are  spending  now  $250,000  in  the  development  of  an  irrigating 
system  among  the  Crow  Indians  of  Montana.  There  is  now  avail- 
able, on  the  books  of  the  treasurer,  between  thirty  and  forty  thousand 
dollars  for  irrigation  elsewhere.  We  are  carrying  an  irrigating  ditch 
through  the  Fort  Hall  reservation  in  Idaho,  and  have  been  building 
quite  extensive  works  among  the  Pimas,  and  carrying  water  from  the 
Gila  River.  Wherever  it  is  profitable  to  spend  money,  it  is  being 
done,  with  the  idea  of  developing  a  system  of  irrigation  to  make  it 
possible  for  the  Indians  to  cultivate  the  land  and  secure  a  support. 

One  great  difficulty  is  the  costliness  of  it.  A  hundred  thousand 
dollars  goes  a  very  little  way  in  developing  a  system  of  irrigation. 
I  suppose,  if  we  are  to  do  anything  permanent  and  really  helpful  for 
the  Navajos,  it  will  cost  five  hundred  thousand  dollars.  General  Mc- 
Cook  has  kindly  offered  to  detail  army  officers  to  make  the  surveys 
of  the  reservation,  and  to  designate  the  places  where  it  would  be 
practical  to  enter  upon  such  a  scheme.  Unless  something  of  this 
kind  is  done,  I  am  afraid  that  there  will  be  trouble. 

These  are  simple  illustrations  of  the  one  general  proposition  that 
the  Office  is  attempting  to  prepare  the  Indian  to  utilize  the  land  that 
is  being  allotted  to  him.  The  second  line  of  preparation,  and  that  to 
which  I  have  given  special  attention,  is  the  education  of  the  children. 
I  have  believed,  and  I  still  believe,  that  the  only  hope  for  the  Indians 
is  in  the  education  of  the  rising  generation;  and  every  effort  has 
been  made,  first,  to  improve  the  schools  which  already  exist,  to  make 
them  as  efficient  as  they  can  be  made,  to  provide  proper  buildings,  to 
open  up  the  farms  in  connection  with  them,  to  provide  a  suitable 
class  of  employees,  to  arrange  for  them  a  definite  course  of  study 
with  a  fixed  line  of  text-books,  and  to  secure,  if  possible,  a  competent 
corps  of  intelligent  men  and  women  who  will  consecrate  themselves 
to  their  work  as  teachers.  In  this  respect  I  think  there  is  universal 
testimony  that  the  Indian  schools  have  been  greatly  improved.  In 
the  second  place,  attempts  have  been  made  to  establish  new  schools 
wherever  it  was  possible.  There  are,  of  the  non-reservation  schools, 
either  completed  or  in  process  to  be  completed  and  in  operation  before 
the  end  of  the  fiscal  year,  twenty, —  one  in  Pennsylvania,  one  in  Michi- 
gan, one  in  Wisconsin,  one  in  Minnesota,  and  soon  around  the  whole  cir- 
cle. When  these  twenty  schools  are  completed,  they  will  accommodate 
five  thousand  pupils.  There  have  been  also  some  new  schools  put 
upon  the  reservations.  It  has  not  been  possible  to  carry  on  the  work 
on  the  reservations  as  it  has  seemed  to  the  Office  it  should  be  done, 
for  lack  of  money.  It  has  been  insisted  that  the  Indian  Office  should 
establish  schools  where  a  simple  form  of  education  could  be  carried 
on,  and  that  they  should  be  cheap.     When  I  entered  the  Office,  the 
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limit  was  $10,000  for  a  school,  including  furniture.  This  was  after- 
ward raised  to  $12,000;  and,  by  dint  of  hard  work,  it  was  raised  last 
fall  to  $15,000.  Now  it  is  simply  impossible  to  establish  a  school,  far 
from  a  railroad,  out  on  a  reservation, —  a  school  which  shall  accom- 
modate fifty  children, —  for  $15,000.  I  have  tried  it,  and  I  have 
failed.  I  advertised  for  a  school-house  among  the  Navajos.  I  got  no 
bidders.  I  have  said :  "  Congress  does  not  want  me  to  do  the  work. 
I  have  urged  it,  I  have  pleaded  for  it,  I  have  done  everything  in  my 
power.  The  responsibility  does  not  rest  with  me.  You  cknnot 
establish  an  industrial  school  on  an  Indian  reservation  for  $15,000." 

The  work  has  progressed,  however,  notwithstanding  all  the  difficul- 
ties in  the  way;  and  a  special  effort  has  been  made  to  secure  in- 
creased attendance.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  reports  of  the  year 
ending  June,  1892,  show  an  increase  in  enrolment  of  over  four 
thousand.  The  number  enrolled  during  the  last  year  in  all  the 
schools  controlled  wholly  or  in  part  by  the  government  is  19,763. 
This  marks  a  growth  of  more  than  twenty-five  per  cent,  in  the  enrol- 
ment during  three  years.  Certainly,  in  view  of  the  enormous  difficul- 
ties attending  it,  it  is  a  result  over  which  the  friends  of  Indian 
education  have  reason  to  congratulate  themselves.  I  believe  it  will 
be  possible  still  further  to  increase  the  attendance,  even  among 
schools  already  established ;  and  I  believe  that  there  ought  to  be 
additional  schools  built  for  the  Navajos  and  some  others.  If  the 
rate  of  progress  maintained  during  the  last  three  years  can  be  kept 
up  for  another  three  years,  practically  all  the  Indian  children  of 
school  age  can  be  put  into  school. 

But  at  this  point  we  are  met  by  the  question  of  compulsory  educa- 
tion. Many  of  the  Indians  do  not  desire  to  have  their  children  in 
schools :  others  are  unwilling  to  have  theirs  taken  away  from  home.  If 
they  could  have  them  in  school  where  they  could  see  them  every  day^ 
they  might  possibly  consent;  but  even  that  is  not  sure.  The  day 
schools  among  the  Pueblos  are  right  at  the  doors  of  the  parents*,  and 
it  is  there  that  we  have  the  greatest  trouble  in  securing  attendance. 
If  we  undertake  to  compel  the  children,  we  are  met  with  a  great 
many  difficulties.  I  do  not  care  to  discuss  that  at  this  point,  but  at 
some  time  during  the  meeting  of  the  Conference  I  should  like  to  tell 
you  what  I  think  about  compulsory  education.  I  may  simply  say,  in 
a  word,  that  I  believe  that,  when  we  look  back  over  the  history  of  our 
Indian  people  for  a  hundred  years,  and  see  that  we  are,  by  the  old 
system,  rearing  successive  generations  of  savages;  and,  when  we 
know  that,  if  we  allow  them  to  follow  their  inclinations,  there  will 
grow  up  other  generations  of  savages, —  then  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is 
simply  ordinary  wisdom  for  us  to  say  that  our  duty  to  the  children  is 
plain, —  to  take  them,  by  force  if  need  be,  by  arms  if  we  must,  and 
put  them  in  schools,  where  they  will  be  kindly  treated,  properly  fed 
and  clothed,  and  carefully  nurtured  and  prepared  for  intelligent  man- 
hood and  womanhood,  and  for  the  duties  of  American  citizenship. 

There  is  one  other  question  on  which  I  will  touch  as  I  pass> 
though  Dr.  Gates  has  alluded  to  it.  It  is  in  reference  to  the  relation 
of  the  churches  to  this  matter  of  Indian  education.  I  visited  two 
weeks  ago  the  Santee  training-school,  and  was  the  guest  of  Dr. 
Riggs.     I  was  made  welcome.     I  had  the  privilege  of  speaking  ta 
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the  pupils  and  employees  in  the  school.  I  looked  about  the  institution 
and  made  myself  somewhat  familiar  with  it,  and  came  away  with  a 
deeper  impression  than  I  had  carried  there  of  the  inestimable  work 
that  is  being  done  there.  And  yet  the  question  has  often  come  to 
me,  Would  not  the  same  amount  of  money,  the  same  devotion,  the 
same  Christian  expenditure,  be  made  to  more  advantage  in  a  little 
-different  direction  ?  I  found  a  large  number  of  little  boys  and  little 
girls  there  learning  the  rudiments  of  an  English  education.  It 
occurred  to  me  that,  if  they  were  allowed  to  learn  this  at  the  govern- 
ment school,  and  if  this  normal  school  and  training-school  could  be 
made  a  school  of  a  higher  order  for  training  young  men  and  women 
after  they  have  finished  their  elementary  education,  fitting  them  to 
become  teachers  and  preachers  and  lawyers  and  physicians, —  giving 
them  that  higher  training  which  they  cannot  get  in  the  government 
schools,  which  at  present  they  are  unable  to  get  from  the  colleges  of 
the  country, —  would  not  the  same  expenditure  that  is  now  made  in 
that  admirable  school  be  of  vastly  more  benefit  to  the  Indians  them- 
selves ?  I  know  that  there  are  difficulties  and  objections  in  the  way. 
Yet  the  same  thing  occurred  to  me  as  I  visited  the  admirable  school 
in  Tucson.  If  Mr.  Pullman  and  his  corps  of  workers  could  receive 
into  their  institution  young  men  and  young  women  who  have  been 
through  the  government  school  and  give  them  the  higher  training, 
they  would  confer  upon  them  an  inestimable  benefit.  Let  us  bear 
in  mind  that  our  nationality,  the  wonderful  development  of  the 
civilization  of  the  United  States,  is.  the  result  of  two  great  forces. 
One  is  the  common  school,  reaching  the  mass,  and  the  other,  not  less 
forcible,  is  the  work  of  the  colleges,  the  great  institutions  of  Harvard 
and  Brown  and  Yale  and  Williams  and  Dartmouth,  and  the  rest, 
which  have  sent  out  into  all  the  walks  of  life  cultivated  men  and 
women  who  have  been  trained  for  the  higher  orders  of  service. 
They  have  become  the  legislators,  the  controllers  of  public  opinion, 
the  men  who  have  shaped  the  destinies  of  this  nation.  We  are 
neglecting  that  for  the  Indians.  They  are  getting  a  common  school 
education  :  they  go  out  from  Carlisle  and  Hampton  with  a  smattering 
-of  learning,  scarcely  more.  If  we  leave  them  at  that  point,  they  will 
go  out  more  helpless.  Now,  if  we  can  lay  our  hands  upon  the  young 
men  and  women  of  talent,  of  genius,  of  power, —  and  there  are  plenty 
among  the  Indians, —  and  help  them  to  a  college  education,  to  that 
higher,  broader,  Christian  education  that  makes  them  leaders  among 
their  people,  we  shall  do  for  them  what  has  been  done  for  us.  We 
shall  repeat  history  among  them.  There,  it  seems  to  me,  is  the  want 
which  we  are  in  danger  of  failing  to  recognize.  There  are  Indian 
men  and  women  who  are  susceptible  of  the  highest  culture.  They 
can  be  trained  to  become  leaders.  They  can  be  fitted  for  professional 
positions  of  all  kinds.  As  at  present  constituted,  our  system  of 
education  leaves  that  great  part  of  their  training  out  of  sight.  There 
are  very  few  of  them  who  are  being  fitted  for  such  leadership. 

Let  me  give  you  two  pictures.  At  Pine  Ridge  is  an  Indian,.  Dr. 
Eastman.  After  finishing  his  work  at  Santee  and  going  to  other  in- 
stitutions of  learning,  he  graduated  at  Dartmouth  College,  and  from 
the  medical  department  of  Boston  University,  and  is  to-day  a  culti- 
vated, educated  gentleman,  competent  to  undertake  the  vast  responsi- 
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bililies  of  caring  for  the  sanitary  condition  of  five  thousand  people, 
standing  before  his  own  race  as  an  illustration  of  the  power  of  cult- 
ure,  as  a  leader  among  them,  pointed  out  by  them  as  showing  what 
can  be  done  for  an  Indian  by  training.  One  such  man  has  an  influ- 
ence not  simply  over  his  own  tribe.  It  does  not  stop  short  of  all  the 
Indians  in  the  country. 

Again,  I  went  out  the  other  day  into  what  is  called  the  Bid  River 
Country,  into  a  little  Indian  camp,  where  there  was  poverty  and  des- 
titution. I  spoke  to  one  of  the  Indian  men.  He  shook  his  head  and 
disappeared,  but  came  back  in  a  few  minutes,  bringing  a  little  girl, 
and  said,  "  English."  She  could  speak  English.  She  had  been  at 
school  at  Santee  five  years,  she  told  me.  Now  her  eyes  had  failed, 
and  she  could  not  go  back.  She  was  eleven  years  of  age,  slender 
and  delicate.  Her  face  was  dirty,  her  hair  uncombed,  her  clothes 
untidy,  she  was  living  the  life  of  a  barbarian.  She  could  not  help  it. 
What  can  a  little  child  do  ?  Sleeping  on  the  ground,  eating  out  of  a 
common  pot,  living  without  furniture,  almost  without  food; — what 
can  she  do  ?  What  can  ten  such  little  girls  do,  scattered  among  the 
tribes  ? 

I  say  to  you,  then,  ought  we  to  go  on  multiplying  institutions 
which  send  out  little  boys  and  girls,  with  say  five  years  of  training, 
while  we  are  neglecting  to  furnish  these  people  such  examples  as  I 
have  spoken  of,  of  strong  men  and  women,  competent  to  go  on,  and, 
instead  of  being  overwhelmed  by  the  barbarism  about  them,  to  rise 
above  it?  I  have  felt  —  I  may  be  all  wrong  —  that,  if  the  churches 
would  but  recognize  that  the  government  is  now  doing  this  prelimi- 
nary work,  is  educating  these  little  boys  and  girls,  is  giving  them  this 
rudimentary  preparation  for  life,  and  has  made  it  possible  for  the 
churches  to  do  what  they  could  not  do  ten  years  ago, —  namely,  to 
give  to  the  young  men  and  women  of  talent  and  genius,  who  are 
coming  up  through  the  government  schools,  that  broader  and  higher 
and  richer  culture, — they  would  accomplish  what  the  government 
cannot  undertake  to  do,  what  the  Indians  themselves  are  powerless 
to  do,  and  what,  if  not  done  by  the  churches,  will  not  be  done  at 
all. 

A  Delegate. —  To  what  extent  have  lands  been  ceded  by  Indians 
during  the  present  year  ? 

Gen.  Morgan. —  I  am  unable  to  answer  that  question  in  detail. 
There  are  several  commissions  now  at  work.  We  have  a  commission 
negotiating  with  the  Yanktons  for  the  cession  of  their  surplus  lands. 
Another  is  negotiating  with  the  Turtle  Mountain  Indians,  another 
with  the  Crows  for  a  modification  of  their  claim.  We  are  negotiating 
also  with  the  Pyramid  Lake  Indians  for  the  cession  of  Walker  River 
reservation,  and  a  commission  has  been  sent  to  the  Shoshones  in 
Nevada  to  secure,  if  possible,  a  cession  from  them. 

Gen.  Howard. —  Does  not  the  school  at  Santee  have  for  its 
principal  object  the  higher  education,  the  preparing  of  young  men 
and  women  to  go  back  to  their  tribe  as  missionaries,  as  leaders,  and 
as  examples  ?    That  is  the  way  I  have  understood  it. 

Gen.  Morgan. —  I  think  that  is  true,  and  yet  it  might  remain 
that  I  found  at  Santee  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  pupils  under  fourteen 
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years  of  age,  so  that  it  is  impossible  that  the  higher  work  could  be 
done.  It  seemed  to  me  that  the  higher  work  that  they  are  pre- 
pared to  do  there  might  be  enlarged  and  made  the  principal,  if  not 
the  exclusive,  feature  of  the  school. 

President  Gates. —  Sometimes  we  gain  ground  by  a  brief  Free 
Parliament  as  we  go  along.  Can  Dr.  Mowry  tell  us  what  proportion 
of  our  public  school  children  leave  school  before  they  are  fourteen  ? 

Dr.  Mowry. —  Somewhat  more  than  seventy-five  per  cent.,  I  think. 
I  was  about  to  inquire  if  there  are  many  cases  of  Indians  in  our 
higher  institutions  of  learning  like  Dr.  Eastman's  case.  An  interest- 
ing case  came  to  my  knowledge  recently  of  a  full-blooded  Indian 
from  Mr.  Duncan's  colony,  who  is  now  a  Sophomore  in  Marietta  Col- 
lege,—  an  intelligent  and  cultivated  gentleman,  who  passed  some 
weeks  in  study  at  Martha's  Vineyard  this  summer. 

Gen.  Morgan. —  Theoretically,  there  is  no  difficulty  about  such 
cases.  The  difficulty  is  in  finding  Indians  who  are  desirous  for  the 
education,  and  who  can  support  themselves  while  pursuing  it.  Dr. 
Gates  knows  of  Henry  Kendall  at  Rutgers,  who  entered  the  Freshman 
class,  but  has  gone  back  to  his  people,  and  has  done  more  for  them 
than  any  ten  others  that  I  know  of,  because  he  had  gone  far  enough 
in  his  education  to  get  breadth  and  power.  He  wants  to  return  and 
complete  his  course,  but  does  not  see  the  way. 

President  Gates. —  The  way  has  been  opened  this  fall.  The  cir- 
cumstances under  which  he  was  called  home  were  such  as  to  make 
me  honor  his  manhood.  This  summer  I  opened  the  way  for  him  to 
complete  his  studies ;  but  his  regard  for  his  family  friends  holds  him 
there  for  another  year,  at  least. 

Gen.  Morgan. —  Susan  La  Flesche  is  another  illustration.  She 
graduated  from  a  medical  school  in  Philadelphia,  and  is  filling  the 
position  of  government  physician  among  her  own  people.  Carlos 
Montezuma,  a  young  Apache,  was  educated  by  the  boys  at  Cham- 
paign University,  Illinois,  and  is  now  the  physician,  by  appointment 
of  the  Indian  Office,  among  the  Shoshones.  Mr.  Cook,  who  has  re- 
cently died,  was  a  graduate  of  Trinity  College,  Hartford,  and  was  a 
man  of  wonderful  power  and  influence.  Mr.  Walker,  whom  I  met 
the  other  day,  was  also  a  graduate,  who  went  to  Harvard  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  Miss  Anna  Dawson,  who  has  been  at  the  Normal 
School  at  Framingham,  since  finishing  her  course  at  Hampton,  is 
teaching  at  Santee ;  and  they  give  her  the  most  unqualified  indorse- 
ment. There  are  two  young  Indian  lawyers  practising  at  Omaha. 
Mr.  Walter  Lyman  has  been  at  Yale  College.  And  so  I  might  go  on. 
There  is  no  question  there  are  enough  of  these  cases  to  show  that 
this  is  the  line  of  hope  for  these  people. 

Dr.  Warner. —  Is  not  the  reason  that  Santee  and  other  schools  do 
not  do  more  of  this  higher  work  because  they  do  not  have  the  pupils  ? 
In  other  words,  they  are  no  more  than  full,  and  take  high  and  low 
alike.     Is  not  the  difficulty,  so  far,  that  the  pupils  do  not  come  ? 

Mr.  Edwin  Ginn. —  The  number  of  pupils  in  our  high  schools  in 
Massachusetts,  in  the  better  cities,  is  less  than  four  per  cent,  of  the 
school  children.  You  can  see  how  small  must  be  the  number  of 
Indian  pupils  who  can  be  expected  to  apply  for  higher  education. 

Dr.  Ryder. —  Looking  back  at  the  two  pictures  of  Dr.  Eastman 
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with  his  large  influence  and  his  power  and  of  the  little  girl  who  drifts 
back  to  the  tepee,  I  am  brought  to  ask  if,  after  all,  both  are  not  the 
result  of  the  training  of  boy  and  girl  at  Santee  ?  Dr.  Eastman  gained 
in  the  Santee  school  his  desire  for  a  higher  education.  I  think  that 
school  should  have  the  honor  of  his  after  success  as  well  as  the  dis- 
credit of  the  little  girl  who  drifts  back  to  heathenism. 

President  Gates. —  Now  let  us  hear  something  from  the  woman's 
side  of  the  work.  Let  us  hear  from  one  who  has  carried  into  it  the 
heart  and  the  helpful  sympathy  of  womanhood,  along  with  the  careful 
methodical  way  of  doing  business  which  in  the  past  we  men  have 
been  too  much  accustomed  to  arrogate  to  ourselves.  Let  us  hear 
from  Miss  Fletcher. 


EXPERIENCES   IN    ALLOTTING    LAND. 

BY  MISS   ALICE   C.  FLETCHER. 

It  is  seven  years  since  I  had  the  pleasure  of  standing  in  this  room. 
Six  of  those  seasons  have  been  spent  in  carrying  out  the  provisions  of 
the  Dawes  Bill.  Every  one  of  those  six  autumns,  while  you  have  been 
gathered  here  listening  to  the  experience  of  those  who  have  been  out 
looking  over  the  field,  and  have  been  meditating  upon  wise  ways  of  fut- 
ure work,  I  have  been  in  my  tent  among  the  people,  meeting  many  of 
the  problems,  perhaps  from  a  point  of  view  a  little  different  from  those 
that  meet  your  gaze  here.  During  those  six  seasons  I  have  been  in- 
strumental in  giving  the  provisions  of  the  law  and  dividing  the  land 
to  over  three  thousand  Indians,  and  covering  a  territory  not  far  from 
three  hundred  thousand  acres.  The  bill,  after  working  under  it  for 
six  seasons,  rouses  more  interest  and  enthusiasm  in  my  mind  than 
when  I  began.  It  is  a  very  remarkable  bit  of  legislation.  Striking 
broadcast  over  a  country  so  widely  diverse  in  physical  conditions  and 
in  the  possibilities  for  the  people,  it  is  wonderful  that  you  can  do  so 
much  with  it.  Wrapped  up  in  that  bill  are  these  two  principles  to 
which  our  President  has  called  our  attention  as  the  one  working  force 
in  all  matters  of  social  reform, —  the  calling  up  of  the  individual 
Indian  into  the  responsibilities  of  citizenship,  and  the  loosening  about 
his  neck  of  the  bonds  of  tribal  property,  permitting  him  to  take  that 
which  is  his  share  and  go  forth  free. 

Indians  have  been  accustomed  to  regard  their  homes,  their  land,  in 
a  sense  as  property.  I  know  perfectly  well  the  reverent  and  religious 
feeling  of  many  of  the  old  Indians  concerning  it.  In  all  the  tribes  all 
over  the  country  —  of  course,  changing  and  varying  in  their  methods 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  country  —  spots  were  always  recognized 
as  individual  homes.  The  Indian,  I  think  I  may  say,  speaking  of  him 
broadly, —  though  it  is  always  a  misfortune  to  speak  of  them  broadly, 
because  Indians  are  so  very  diverse, —  the  Indian  all  over  the  country 
has  always  had  a  little  point  that  was  home.  It  has  been  the  excep- 
tion where  that  was  not  true.  Therefore,  the  idea  of  ownership  in 
land  is  not  so  foreign  as  people  have  been  wont  to  regard  it.  The 
Severalty  Act,  however,  presents  the  land  to  him  in  somewhat  of  a 
new  aspect, —  as  a  bit  of  individual  property  that  shall  be  not  only  a 
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source  of  revenue  to  him,  but  something  that  is  to  remain  with  him 
and  pass  in  a  given  line  to  his  heirs,  and  also  as  something  which 
must  be  looked  at  from  a  mercantile  point  of  view,  as  to  trade  and  the 
nearness  to  market.     All  this  is  new. 

In  going  out  to  allot  the  land,  I  find  the  people  living  in  their  little 
villages,  grouped  together  upon  their  farms,  almost  always  in  the  val- 
leys. I  have  had  experience  with  three  tribes,  one  of  ihem  in  very 
different  conditions  from  the  others.  Among  the  Omahas  and  the 
Winnebagoes  the  Missouri  River,  which  bordered  the  eastern  side  of 
their  reservation,  was  the  old  means  of  communication  with  the  out- 
side world;  and  on  the  little  creeks  which  emptied  into  it,  and  in  the 
little  nooks  where  there  were  wood  and  water,  the  Indians  were  living, 
naturally  in  their  old-time  villages.  At  the  time  I  allotted  the 
Omahas,  where  to  day  you  see  the  various  farms,  Indian  and  white, 
there  was  not  anything  but  birds  and  coyotes  and  rattlesnakes, —  not 
a  road,  nothing  but  a  few  old  trails  by  which  the  tribe  used  to  go  out 
to  hunt  the  buffalo.  The  railroad,  however,  was  being  built ;  the 
reservation,  in  a  sense,  had  turned  over ;  what  was  before  the  front 
door  was  becoming  the  back  door,  and  what  was  nothing  and  no- 
where was  the  way  into  prosperity.  I  pitched  my  tent  on  a  little 
knoll,  and  there  I  remained  for  six  weeks ;  and  there  I  remonstrated 
and  urged  and  used  all  the  influence  in  my  power  to  get  the  Indians 
to  take  their  lands.  They  said :  "  You  have  brought  us  out  here  to 
kill  us.  There  is  no  wood,  and  there  is  no  water."  I  told  them  wood 
would  grow,  and  water  could  be  had  for  the  digging ;  but  all  that  was 
new  to  them.  I  remained,  however,  until  I  persuaded  some  of  them 
to  be  killed,  so  to  speak ;  and  fifty  families  were  allotted  in  this  vicin- 
ity. Those  are  the  prosperous  people  of  the  tribe  to-day.  It  was  im- 
possible to  persuade  any  more  at  that  time. 

When  I  allotted  the  Winnebagoes,  some  years  later,  the  Omahas 
came  to  them,  and  said :  "  Listen  to  her.  Do  not  be  afraid  to  go. 
Every  one  of  us  who  would  not  go  with  her  is  now  wishing  we  could 
get  the  chance  to  go  there.  Follow  her,  and  she  will  help  you.  It 
will  be  well  for  you."  The  result  was  that  I  had  very  little  difficulty 
there.  But  the  Winnebagoes  held  patents  issued  to  them  in  187 1 
and  1876;  and  at  the  lime  that  they  were  allotted  under  those 
patents  it  was  the  idea  that  the  old  Indian  nation  must  be  conserved. 
Under  this  idea  forty  acres  were  given  to  each  in  the  woods 
and  forty  acres  on  the  prairie.  The  result  was  that  they  had  a  right 
to  that  land,  and  a  good  many  of  the  old  people  would  not  move  at 
all.  So,  while  I  pushed  the  young  folk  out,  there  are  a  good  many 
of  them  who  will  inherit  land  I  am  sorry  to  have  them  inherit.  These 
I  speak  of  as  incidents  that  an  allotting  agent  may  often  have  to 
meet.     You  cannot,  however,  make  the  Indians  see  just  as  you  see. 

The  Nez  Percys  are  living  under  very  different  conditions.  There 
you  have  a  territory  that  is  lying  between  the  Rocky  and  the  Cas- 
cades, in  the  more  arid  region  of  our  country.  The  uplands  of  that 
reservation,  generally  speaking,  can  be  used  as  wheat  lands,  how- 
ever ;  but  in  that  country  summer  fallowing  is  an  absolute  essential 
for  a  crop,  so  that  the  farms  are  large  in  extent,  and  half  the  fields 
must  lie  fallow  in  any  summer.  Most  of  the  Nez  Percys,  however, 
had  very  few  lands  on  these  uplands :  they  were  living  in  the  caftons. 
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The  people  are  divided  into  three  large  settlements.  Those  on  the 
Lapwai,  where  the  agency  is  stationed,  number,  perhaps,  a  little  more 
than  a  third  of  the  tribe.  A  large  and  very  remarkable  settlement  is 
some  twenty  miles  away,  at  Kameah,  and  another  group  in  the  North 
Fork  region.  The  people,  as  I  said,  live  in  the  little  caftons.  Those 
at  Kameah  were  in  a  little  valley  that  contains  about  three  square 
miles,  all  told.  There  are  altogether  about  five  or  six  hundred  of  the 
Indians  in  the  Lapwai.  It  is  a  narrower  valley,  and  some  others 
branch  out  from  it,  so  they  are  a  little  more  scattered,  but  always  in 
the  valleys.  Here  they  had  their  little  gardens  and  fields,  hardly 
more  than  twenty  acres  to  any  one.  In  fact,  under  their  treaty  they 
were  given  or  assigned  twenty-acre  lots ;  and  the  whole  reservation 
was  surveyed  into  such  lots.  The  consequence  was  that  the  work 
became  exceedingly  difficult  in  adjusting  these  improvements,  as 
every  man  was  extremely  tenacious  —  and  the  women  a  little  more 
so  —  of  the  orchards  and  bits  of  garden.  And,  although  the  Nez 
Perc^  allotments  record  only  1,908,  it  stands  for  the  work  of  about 
three  thousand.  The  people  had  to  have  repeatedly  explained  to 
them  the  possibility  of  taking  their  lands  on  the  uplands,  and  this 
new  idea  presented  of  the  merchantable  character  of  the  land  itself. 
There  is  no  railroad  that  strikes  the  reservation,  although  one  has 
been  surveyed.  There  is  a  branch  of  the  Northern  Pacific  that  comes 
down  near  the  north-western  comer.  North  of  the  Clearwater,  the 
land  is  very  fertile  and  well  fitted  for  the  raising  of  wheat ;  and  I  urged 
upon  the  thrifty  ones  to  settle  there.  For  one  must  always  pick  out 
those  who  are  enterprising :  the  first  thing  one  must  do  is  to  make 
inequalities.  I  went  first  to  these  progressive  men,  those  who  were 
willing  to  risk  something  to  move  out,  who  had  a  desire  to  prosper 
materially ;  and  I  always  found  that  they  were  those  who  had  had 
their  children  in  school.  I  succeeded  in  persuading  a  large  number 
of  these  people  to  take  this  land.  In  doing  that,  I  had  to  read  my 
letter  of  instructions  in  large  type,  so  to  speak,  because  the  old 
treaty  provided  that  the  people  should  be  allotted  in  their  bands  and 
closed  up  together ;  and  I  was  informed  that  I  was,  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable, to  observe  this.  But  I  considered  that  it  was  practicable  to 
honor  the  observance  in  the  breach.  Therefore,  I  taught  that  the 
entire  reservation  belonged  to  the  entire  tribe,  and  that  to  say  that  a 
man  from  the  south-east  part  of  the  reservation  is  not  to  take  his  land 
in  the  north-west  was  nonsense.  The  whole  place  was  free  for  who- 
ever would  be  willing  to  take  the  choice  of  the  best.  I  have  had  a 
great  deal  to  overcome  on  this  reservation ;  but  I  was  glad  to  find 
that,  as  twenty-one  years  have  gone  on,  the  spirit  of  understanding, 
the  education  that  grew  among  the  people  in  discussing  these  affairs, 
were  most  marked.  I  think  you  will  find  very  few  Indians  there  to-day 
who  will  not  tell  you  that  the  whole  tribe  had  the  freedom  of  choice, 
and  that  the  whole  of  the  land  belonged  to  the  Nez  Percys,  and  not 
to  this  head  man  or  that  head  man. 

The  experiences  of  the  early  years  of  the  allotment  were  very  inter- 
esting. It  was  very  difficult  indeed  to  make  people  understand  that 
the  land  was  of  any  consequence :  it  was  always  water.  The  Indians 
themselves  took  up  the  joke :  "  The  white  man  wants  land,  but  the 
Indian  wants  water."     But  to  take  nothing  but  rocks  because  there  is 
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a  spring,  I  was  finally  able  to  demonstrate  to  them,  was  foolish.    The 
practical  working  of  the  law,  however,  is  an  education  in  itself. 

Another  point  which  I  always  considered  of  the  first  importance 
was  to  inculcate  in  their  minds  that  our  government  was  not  a  one- 
man  power,  but  a  government  of  the  people.  Therefore,  I  always 
explained  to  the  people  what  county  their  allotments  would  lie  in,  and 
where  the  boundary  lines  of  the  county  were ;  that  a  county,  again, 
was  divided  into  precincts,  and  that  the  people  of  a  precinct  elected 
their  officers ;  and  I  explained  to  them  the  duties  of  these  officers. 
Very  soon  they  began  to  understand  that  allotment  was  going  to  bring 
to  them  something  more  than  a  bit  of  land :  that  it  brought  responsi- 
bilities,—  responsibility  for  the  roads,  the  bridges,  the  conditions  of 
the  precinct. 

All  these  things,  of  course,  are  not  marking  out,  surveying,  putting 
down  the  monuments,  and  walking  round  and  showing  the  Indian  his 
corners ;  but  it  is  showing  him  his  corners  in  another  sense.  These 
are  the  corners  he  must  know  if  he  is  going,  to  be  a  man.  The  real 
work  of  an  allotting  agent  lies  between  the  lines. 

I  also  felt  that  it  was  quite  essential  that  they  should  understand 
the  matter  of  descent,  which  again  was  something  new.  Being  myself 
familiar,  from  study  of  Indian  relationships,  with  their  methods  of 
treating  the  subject,  it  was  easier  for  me  to  explain  to  them.  The  re- 
sult of  it  was  that  I  think  you  will  find  very  few  of  the  Nez  Percys 
who  will  not  be  able  to  tell  you  from  whom  they  will  inherit  and 
where  their  land  will  go  when  they  die.  For  the  purpose  of  trying  to 
overcome  the  difficulties  which  the  law  gives  in  a  land  as  arid  as  that, 
—  because  a  man  could  not  really  live  on  eighty  acres  of  a£^cultural 
land, —  in  order  to  give  them  the  benefit  of  larger  fields,  I  have 
grouped  together  the  families, —  that  is,  those  who  would  inherit  one 
from  another, — so  that  there  is  a  chance  for  larger  fields,  and  in  the 
case  of  death  as  little  disturbance  as  possible  in  those  who  work  the 
land.  I  speak  of  these  practical  details  as  showing  the  way  it  works 
at  the  other  end  of  the  line.  These  are  the  things  that  will  make  the 
difference  between  prosperity  and  failure  in  the  working  out  of  the 
law. 

Wherever  you  go,  you  have  to  adjust  the  work  to  the  conditions,  of 
course ;  and  there  among  the  Nez  Percys  the  conditions  were  very  dif- 
ferent from  what  they  would  be  in  a  prairie  country.  I  had,  however, 
some  allotments  about  which  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  exercise  my 
best  judgment.  I  will  tell  you  of  one  man,  who  was  himself  a  leading 
man  in  die  Nez  Perc^  war.  He  is  known  as  Yellow  Bull,  a  very  ex- 
cellent man,  a  good  worker,  and  brought  admirable  letters  from  the 
army  officers  and  the  agent.  He  had  made  up  his  mind  to  take  his 
land  on  the  Nez  Perc^  reservation,  however ;  and  he  came  for  allot- 
ment, with  his  son,  and  some  other  members  of  the  family.  He  was 
so  good  a  worker,  and  had  go  good  a  start,  that  I  was  quite  anxious 
he  should  take  a  good  allotment.  I  spent  a  good  deal  of  time  with 
him,  going  out  and  trying  to  get  him  to  locate  properly:  but  he  always 
came  back  to  one  place.  I  told  him  it  was  a  miserable  place,  he 
never  could  do  anything  with  it ;  there  was  not  a  spot  in  the  whole 
that  he  could  make  a  garden  out  of,  and  he  could  not  plough  a  foot  of 
the  land.     But  he  said :  "  I  want  that  spring.     When  I  was  a  little 
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boy,  I  used  to  go  there  with  my  father.  When  I  was  a  young  man,  I 
always  went  out  of  my  way  to  take  a  drink  from  that  spring,  and  that 
was  where  I  went  whenever  I  was  hunting.  And  all  the  years  I  was 
in  the  Indian  Territory  I  was  hearing  the  water  of  that  spring ;  and  I 
want  that  spring."  Yellow  Bull  has  got  the  spring.  But  I  have  given 
his  son  and  his  relatives  some  good  land  near  by,  so  that  I  trust  he 
will  prosper. 

I  always  regarded  the  law,  as  far  as  allotment  was  concerned,  in 
one  single  aspect ;  that  is,  it  is  the  dividing  of  inherited  property.  I 
want  to  thank  Senator  Dawes  again  for  getting  that  amendment 
through.  Of  course,  I  want  every  one  who  has  an  inheritance  to  get 
the  very  best ;  but  that  is  all.  And,  as  General  Whittlesey  said,  it  is  a 
site  for  a  home,  it  is  not  a  home.  Much  more, —  as  the  commissioner 
so  wisely  said, —  much  more  depends  on  the  making  it  a  home.  But 
now  I  want  to  come  back  East,  and  to  say  a  word  to  you  who  are 
looking  West. 

Please  remember  it  is  a  site  for  a  home  and  the  division  of  in- 
herited property.  Do  not  always  be  going  round  gathering  statistics 
as  to  how  many  Indians  are  living  on  their  allotments.  It  does  not 
amount  to  much.  What  does  it  mean  ?  It  simply  means  that  you 
have  a  theory  in  your  mind  that  every  single  Indian  is  going  to  be  a 
farmer.  He  is  not;  and  you  will  be  disappointed,  and  will  think 
allotment  is  a  failure,  and  your  theory  will  be  your  own  enemy.  The 
Indians  are  not  all  going  to  be  farmers.  It  is  not  in  them ;  it  is  not 
in  human  nature.  And  in  the  seven  years  since  I  stood  here  the  con- 
ditions are  changed  as  much  as,  if  the  physiologists  are  correct,  my 
body  is.  It  is  all  changed ;  and  the  law  has  changed  it,  thank  God  I 
So,  looking  at  the  statistics  that  you  are  gathering,  please  remember 
what  I  have  said.  Few  know  how  to  gather  statistics,  still  less  how  to 
use  them. 

A  Delegate. —  Will  you  tell  about  the  man  you  gave  the  law 
book  to  ? 

Miss  Fletcher. —  That  was  one  of  the  judges  at  Kameah.  At 
Kameah  is  this  remarkable  settlement  where  Miss  Sue  McBeth  has 
left  the  great  mark  of  her  work.  Kameah  is  some  seventy  miles  from 
the  agency,  and  has  been  removed  from  the  agency  influence ;  and 
these  Indians  have  risen  to  a  degree  of  independence  and  intelligence 
that  is  very  remarkable.  In  the  Kameah  settlement  Felix  Corbett 
was  elected  judge.  The  agent  ran  one  candidate,  the  people  who 
were  opposed  to  him  ran  another ;  and  the  result  was  that  the  Chris- 
tian, progressive  Indians  put  up  their  candidate,  and  he  was  elected. 
I  was  some  fifty  miles  away  at  the  time  this  happened,  and  the  next 
day  Felix  Corbett  came  to  my  tent.  He  said :  "  The  people  have  hon- 
ored me  by  electing  me  their  judge.  You  tell  us  we  will  be  citizens 
when  our  lands  are  allotted,  and  that  we  will  live  under  the  laws  of 
the  land.  I  want  to  do  right :  it  seems  tp  me  it  would  be  well  for  me 
to  try  to  administer  my  office  under  those  laws,  and  I  would  like  to 
have  a  book  to  tell  me  about  them."  I  entered  into  some  correspond- 
ence with  some  lawyers,  and  it  resulted  in  my  presenting  him  with  a 
copy  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  Idaho,  under  which  he  administered 
his  judgeship  during  the  last  year,  was  re-elected  the  present  year, 
and  is  going  on  in  the  same  way.     I  am  informed,  however,  that  he 
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has  been  found  fault  with  because  he  does  not  collect  sufficient  fines* 
He  told  me  that  he  had  been  able  to  manage  the  people  with  only  one 
offence  where  he  had  had  to  collect  any  fine,  which  I  think  was  a 
good  record  for  Kameah  and  Judge  Corbett.  But  Felix  cannot  read. 
However,  his  daughter  has  been  at  Chemawa  school,  and  she  has 
read  the  statutes  to  him. 

I  have  not  begun  to  speak  as  I  wanted  as  to  the  way  in  which  allot- 
ment stimulates  the  Indian  to  go  forward  and  make  a  beginning.  The 
change  which  has  come  over  the  people  in  the  four  years  I  have  been 
with  the  Nez  Percys  is  remarkable.  And  remember  that  time  is  nec- 
essary for  careful  allotment  work. 

In  answer  to  a  question  from  Professor  Painter,  Miss  Fletcher  said  : 
As  to  the  wisdom  of  the  Indian  having  time  for  his  choice,  if  you  have 
time  to  give  him  more  than  one  choice,  it  is  wise.  I  think  I  do  not 
overstate  the  fact  when  I  say  that  I  have  certainly  changed  between 
five  and  eight  hundred  allotments  among  the  Nez  Percys  as  the  result 
of  the  growth  of  the  people  in  making  better  choice.  I  think  the  peo- 
ple to-day  are  allotted  as  well  as  I  could  do  it.  I  have  left  only  two 
grumblers  behind  me. 

President  Gates. —  What  is  needed  is  evidently  a  wise  kindness^ 
based  on  a  devotion  to  the  scientific  and  theoretical  side  of  the  ques- 
tion. It  was  as  a  specially  qualified  student  of  ethnology  that  Miss 
Fletcher  first  became  interested  in  the  Indians.  Then,  as  she  drew 
near  the  problems,  the  humanitarian  side  of  it  grew  upon  her ;  and  she 
has  loyally  given  year  after  year  of  such  self-denying  toil  as  makes  her 
properly  a  mission  worker  in  the  Indian  service.  Such  work  as  this 
of  which  she  has  told  us  calls  for  sublime  heroism.  It  is  this  sort  of 
devoted  work,  by  one  who  is  exceptionally  fitted  for  it,  that  is  needed 
in  settling  the  Indians  in  severalty. 

Gen.  Morgan. —  I  would  like  to  emphasize  one  point  of  which 
Miss  Fletcher  spoke.  I  have  been  impressed  with  the  fact  that  the 
idea  of  land  in  severalty  is  not  a  new  idea  among  Indians.  I  have 
recently  travelled  on  five  of  the  New  York  reservations,  and  found 
that  the  Indians  there  own  their  own  homes.  They  have  a  title,  they 
buy  and  sell  among  themselves,  and  in  numerous  instances  they  have 
accumulated  property  and  have  made  for  themselves  even  beautiful 
homes.  This  is  one  of  the  difficulties  which  meets  us  when  we  try 
to  apply  the  Allotment  Act  universally,  because  in  many  instances  it 
would  deprive  these  men  of  their  accumulations,  which  they  have 
made  by  their  own  thrift  and  industry  during  many  years.  The  fact 
that  Indians  so  often  hold  their  land  individually  has,  I  think,  been 
misunderstood.  The  Navajos  have  large  individual  holdings  of  per- 
sonal property. 

President  Gates. —  Do  you  find  that  anvwhere  except  in  New  York 
State  ? 

Gen.  Morgan. —  Yes,  it  is  practised  elsewhere. 

A  Delegate. —  Do  they  deed  land  from  one  to  another  ? 

Gen.  Morgan. —  Among  the  White  Earth  Indians  they  have  not 
finished  taking  their  land  in  allotments,  and  yet  they  own  their  own 
homes.     Whether  they  deed  them  I  am  not  sure. 

President  Gates. —  I  suppose  that  would  be  very  largely  limited  to 
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reservations  which  were  well  surrounded  by  civilization,  or  do  you 
think  not? 

Gen.  Morgan. —  I  think  the  practical  individual  ownership  of  land 
is  much  more  widely  distributed  than  is  generally  supposed. 

Mr.  J.  EvARTS  Greene. —  I  do  not  know  much  about  the  official 
facts  in  regard  to  individual  holding  of  land  or  how  it  came  to  be  as 
I  found  it ;  but  I  was  travelling  in  Kansas  thirty-five  years  ago,  and  I 
saw  a  great  many  Indian  farms  then.  They  had  good  houses  and 
well-cultivated  lands.  They  were  Shawnee  and  Wyandotte  Indians, 
and  there  were  considerable  areas  of  country  which  were  occupied  by 
them.  I  am  sure  they  were  individually  occupied,  if  not  individually 
owned. 

Gen.  Howard. —  The  same  thing  prevails  with  the  Pueblos. 
They  have  their  lands  in  common,  but  each  has  individual  allot- 
ments. 

Adjourned  at  i  p.m. 
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Wednesday  Night,  October  12. 


The  Conference  was  called  to  order  at  eight  o'clock,  the  President 
in  the  chair.  The  topic  for  the  evening  was  announced  to  be  "  Fresh 
News  from  the  Field,"  and  Hon.  Henry  L.  Dawes  was  asked  to 
speak  of  his  impressions  during  his  recent  journey. 

Senator  Dawes. —  I  have  been  greatly  interested  in  this  work  of 
Indian  education.  I  have  watched  it  from  the  beginning,  which  is 
fifteen  years  ago.  If  you  will  allow  me  a  personal  allusion,  I  made  a 
motion  in  the  Senate  to  appropriate  twenty  thousand  dollars  out  of 
the  treasury  of  the  United  States  for  the  education  of  Indians.  It 
was  the  first  dollar  ever  taken  out  of  the  treasury  for  that  purpose. 
The  next  year  they  appropriated  thirty  thousand  dollars ;  and  from 
that  time  on,  watching  it  with  peculiar  interest  as  a  sort  of  infant  of 
my  own,  I  have  seen  it  grow  until  last  year  the  appropriation  was 
$2,225,000.  In  the  aggregate,  in  that  time  they  have  taken  out  of  the 
treasury  of  the  United  States,  in  furtherance  of  this  design  to  edu- 
cate the  Indians,  $15,200,000.  They  have  built  and  set  in  motion 
twenty  training-schools  outside  of  the  reservations,  like  Carlisle  and 
Hampton.  I  tried  to  count  up  this  evening  those  that  I  knew  of  on 
the  reservations.  I  can  count  sixty  boarding-schools,  I  do  not  know 
how  many  day-schools.  More  than  half  of  all  the  Indian  children 
are  now  in  attendance  upon  schools  at  the  expense  of  the  United 
States.  At  the  last  session  the  Senate  directed  its  Indian  committee 
to  visit  these  schools. 

I  do  not  suppose  it  would  be  profitable  to  take  up  each  one  of 
these  schools  and  describe  it.  We  visited  one  in  Wisconsin,  a  yet 
unfinished  structure,  in  rapid  progress  so  as  to  be  open  before  cold 
weather  comes,  fine  enough  for  a  college.  We  visited  two  at  White 
Earth  agency,  one  a  government  school  and  one  a  contract  school ; 
one  at  Pierre,  N.  Dak. ;  Hope  school  on  the  banks  of  the  Missouri ; 
and  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  two  schools,  the  government  school 
at  the  agency  and  that  remarkable  school  maintained  by  the  Congre- 
gational Church,  the  Santee  Mission  School.  We  visited  also  the 
schools  at  Genoa,  at  Lawrence,  Kan.,  and  at  Chilocco  in  the 
Indian  Territory.  They  are  not  all  alike :  they  ought  not  to  be  all 
alike.  As  was  said  by  some  one  to-day,  there  are  no  two  Indians 
alike ;  and  there  are  no  two  reservations  alike,  and  there  are  no  two 
bodies  of  Indians  in  such  condition  that  the  school  of  one  should  be 
the  type  of  the  school  in  another.  We  found  schools  that  were  won- 
derful in  the  work  they  were  doing,  in  the  appointments  around  them, 
in  the  character  of  the  pupils  and  the  character  of  the  teachers. 
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You  know  already  much  about  the  Santee  Mission  Training- 
school.  I  was  deeply  impressed  with  the  devotion,  the  consecration 
to  the  work,  which  characterized  the  life  of  Mr.  Riggs  and  that  of  his 
father  before  him,  and  the  quiet  force  with  which  they  pushed  on  the 
work ;  but  I  wish  they  would  forget  the  Sioux  language.  All  the 
criticism  which  I  could  make  about  that  school  lies  right  there. 

At  Genoa  there  are  three  hundred  pupils  in  a  training-school  upon 
a  farm  of  four  hundred  acres.  A  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  it  are 
rented  to  the  superintendent,  who  pays  $300  rent;  and  he  told  me 
this  year  he  had  made  $5,000  out  of  it.  The  school  raises  broom- 
corn  in  the  forenoon,  and  learns  the  spelling-book  in  the  afternoon. 
It  raises  sugar-beets  a  part  of  the  day,  and  a  part  of  the  day  it 
teaches  the  ordinary  studies  of  school.  They  had  several  thousand 
bushels  of  sugar-beets  this  year.  They  have  an  application  from  a 
great  corporation  in  Nebraska,  that  is  erected  for  the  manufacture  of 
sugar  out  of  beets,  to  devote  their  whole  farm  to  the  raising  of  sugar- 
beets  for  them.  The  school  is  in  most  excellent  order.  It  is  accom- 
plishing a  great  work  in  that  line,  although  I  am  not  quite  certain 
that  it  is  the  best  use  to  make  of  a  school  to  see  how  much  money 
you  can  make  out  of  it;  but  all  that  money  is  turned  into  the 
enlargement  of  the  facilities  of  the  school,  and  therefore  that  school 
is  stronger  and  better  than  it  otherwise  would  be.  The  only  criticism 
that  occurred  to  me  there  was  that  they  are  not  training  these  boys 
and  girls  exactly  in  the  way  that  they  will  be  able  to  support  them- 
selves when  they  go  out  and  stand  alone.  They  know  how  to  carry 
on  a  great  farm.  I  am  afraid  that  they  will  be  homesick  when  they 
get  on  a  little  one. 

Haskell  Institute  at  Lawrence,  Kan.,  has  six  hundred  acres  of  land  ; 
and  there  are  five  hundred  scholars,  as  fine-looking  a  body  of  boys  and 
girls  as  I  ever  looked  upon.  Haskell  does  not  devote  itself  to  seeing 
how  much  money  can  be  made,  but  what  is  necessary  for  the  support 
of  the  school  is  raised,  with  the  exception  of  flour,  upon  the  place ; 
and  the  work  of  the  school  is  conducted  more  particularly  to  that 
end.  Mr.  Meserve  is  managing  that  school  with  wonderful  success. 
It  has  gone  through  many  trials,  as  everything  in  Kansas  has ;  but  it 
has  come  to  be,  by  the  side  of  the  Kansas  University,  a  rival  institu- 
tion whose  students  are  copper-colored. 

If  I  should  pass  down  to  Chilocco,  there  is  a  training-school  of  a 
different  character.  It  is  in  the  corner  of  the  Indian  Territory  bor- 
dering on  Kansas.  It  has  about  three  hundred  pupils.  Of  course,  on 
its  eight  thousand  acres  it  cannot  carry  on  farming  in  any  way  that  the 
individual  Indian  will  ever  have  an  opportunity  to  imitate  on  his  own 
eighty  acres.  The  superintendent  is  a  man  of  remarkable  tact  and 
faculty  for  the  position  in  which  he  has  been  placed.  They  told  me 
there  were  six  hundred  stacks  of  hay  on  the  place.  They  raised  a 
large  amount  of  corn,  and  they  had  there  the  beginning  of  a  new  in- 
dustry which  interested  me  very  much.  I  believe  the  commissioner 
intends  to  continue  it  on  other  reservations.  It  is  a  nursery  for  rais- 
ing fruit-trees  and  shade-trees  to  give  to  the  boys  when  they  go  out 
on  their  allotments.  Every  bit  of  the  work  except  that  of  a  single 
white  man,  who  is  paid  $600  a  year  to  superintend  it,  is  done  by  the 
Indians.     He  gave  me  this  inventory  of  what  he  had  in  his  nursery 
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for  the  first  year :  fifteen  thousand  yearling  apple-trees,  two  thousand 
cherry-trees,  eight  thousand  peach-trees,  ten  thousand  grape-vines 
that  will  be  ready  to  transplant  next  year,  one  thousand  Russia  mul- 
berry seedlings,  six  hundred  raspberries,  six  hundred  blackberries, 
three-quarters  of  an  acre  of  strawberries,  one  acre  of  grape-vines  set 
out.  That  is  one  year  in  the  work  of  the  boys,  taken  care  of  by  one 
white  roan.  There  is  no  feature  of  the  work  upon  the  land  which 
struck  me  so  forcibly  as  that.  Every  boy  who  goes  out  from  that 
school  takes  with  him  fruit  trees  and  shade-trees  enough  for  his  little 
home  ;  and  he  starts  under  the  refreshing  shade  of  these  trees,  which 
is  itself  an  impulse  toward  civilization. 

In  all  these  training-schools  there  are  workshops  where  the 
scholars  are  being  taught  trades.  In  the  one  at  Genoa  two  thousand 
dollars  worth  of  brooms  are  made,  which  cost  the  establishment  one 
thousand :  thus  they  make  a  gain  of  a  thousand  dollars  on  brooms 
alone.  Every  boy  is  to  have  good  tools  when  he  goes  out.  Every 
shoemaker,  every  carpenter,  and  every  broom-maker  is  to  be  fitted 
out  with  tools,  so  that  he  can  work  at  his  trade.  Every  scholar  works 
on  wages,  from  two  cents  a  day  for  the  little  fellows  up  to  the  wages 
of  an  ordinary  man.  I  went  out  to  see  them  stripping  the  brush  for 
the  brooms  of  its  seeds.  They  have  a  machine  driven  by  horse- 
power that  revolves  a  cylinder  with  great  swiftness  and  that  strips  the 
brush  of  the  seed,  and  a  dozen  or  more  little  boys  were  taking  up  the 
broom  brush  in  their  hands  and  carrying  it  to  the  machine,  and  they 
were  earning  two  cents  a  day,  which  is  taken  out  of  this  common 
fund,  the  earnings  of  the  establishment. 

The  superintendent  took  me  around  to  show  me  the  farm.  We 
were  driven  by  a  young  Indian  twenty  years  old.  While  the  superin- 
tendent was  telling  of  this  plan  of  his,  to  pay  each  one  wages,  I 
turned  to  this  driver  and  asked  him  :  "  Are  you  working  on  wages  ? 
What  do  you  get  a  month  ? "  "  Thirty-five  dollars."  "  What  do  you 
do  with  all  that  money?"  "Oh,"  said  he,  "I  spend  it,"  and  drove 
on  his  horses.  The  superintendent  turned  to  me,  and  said :  '*  I  will 
tell  you  how  he  spends  that  money.  He  is  a  Winnebago  :  he  has  a 
father  and  mother  on  the  reservation,  and  his  poor  father  within  two 
or  three  years  has  got  to  drinking  verv  badly.  He  is  on  an  allotment ; 
but  the  fences  got  down,  and  everything  was  going  to  ruin.  This  boy 
has  taken  his  two  sisters  away  and  brought  them  here,  and  is  taking 
care  of  them.  He  got  with  his  own  money  a  lot  of  these  Keely 
medicines,  and  sent  to  his  father ;  and,  whether  it  was  the  medicine  or 
not,  his  father  has  not  drunk  a  drop  now  for  a  good  many  months, 
and  the  home  is  brightening  up.  He  sent  him  eighty  dollars  to 
shingle  the  barn  and  to  fix  up  the  house,  and  his  father  feels  now  as 
if  he  were  a  man  again,  and  is  doing  the  duty  of  a  husband  and  a 
father." 

I  saw  a  bright  Omaha  girl  at  the  table,  and  asked  him  about  her. 
He  said  :  "  She  sends  home  her  money.  She  has  sent  home  enough 
to  dig  a  well  and  to  furnish  the  house." 

I  never  felt  so  much  as  if  it  was  worth  while  to  live  as  when  I 
looked  on  those  children,  and  thought  that  fifteen  years  ago  there 
was  not  a  school  of  Indian  scholars  conducted  by  the  government ; 
and,  when  some  of  us  tried  to  start  this  movement,  we  were  met  by  a 
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United  States  Senator  with  the  statement,  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate, 
that  he  had  lived  for  twenty  years  among  the  Indians,  and  it  was  im- 
possible to  civilize  or  Christianize  an  Indian. 

But,  my  friends,  take  three  hundred  of  those  in  a  single  school 
lifted  up  out  of  the  lowest  life  on  the  continent  into  citizenship,  their 
faces  illumined  with  thought  and  with  possibility,  and  looking  hope- 
fully into  the  future.  Men  are  sometimes  glorified  who  give  money 
to  their  State  or  otherwise  for  benevolent  purposes.  But  what  is 
money  to  the  man  who  makes  three  hundred  good  citizens  of  the 
United  States?  Who  can  compare  the  wealth  to  the  country,  the 
wealth  not  only  of  the  present  and  of  to-day,  but  going  on, —  not  like 
the  money  spent  and  vanished,  but  going  on  from  year  to  year,  and 
multiplying  from  being  to  being  in  all  time  to  come  ?  He  who  adds  a 
single  citizen  to  the  citizen  wealth  of  this  country  adds  more  to  it 
than  he  who  simply  adds  dollars. 

President  Gates. —  We  are  now  to  hear  from  a  gentleman  who, 
while  a  member  of  Congress,  so  constantly  aided  the  aims  of  this 
Conference  that  his  name  became  very  familiar  to  us  before  he  took 
a  place  upon  the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners, —  the  Hon.  Darwin 
R.  James,  of  New  York. 

Mr.  James. —  I  had  the  honor  of  being  sent  out  into  the  field  with 
Mr.  Dorchester,  the  superintendent  of  the  schools,  to  look  over  the  work 
that  is  being  done  under  the  management  of  Commissioner  Morgan, 
in  the  extreme  North-west,  in  Washington  and  Oregon  and  Idaho. 

I  visited  first  the  school  in  Western  Colorado,  at  Grand  Junction, 
—  a  small  industrial  training-school,  numbering  only  about  eighty- 
two  scholars.  It  is  a  well-equipped  school  and  well  managed,  under 
a  superintendent  of  whom  we  received  very  favorable  impressions. 
The  farm-work  was  not  very  successful,  as  the  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
seven  acres  were  adapted  to  nothing  except  the  raising  of  alfalfa.  I 
have  advised  the  commissioner  that  an  adjoining  piece  of  land  be 
purchased,  which  can  be  turned  into  a  garden  and  cultivated  by  the 
boys.  Something  is  being  accomplished  by  the  boys  in  their  indus- 
tries. In  the  shoe-shop  and  harness-shop  I  saw  good  work.  The 
superintendent  is  trying  to  develop  two  new  industries, —  the  bee  in- 
dustry and  the  raising  of  cattle.  The  commissioner  has  purchased 
for  them  ten  fine  Holstein  cows,  and  they  are  trying  to  raise  milk  to 
sell  at  the  neighboring  towns. 

At  the  great  school  at  Chemawa,  near  Salem,  they  had  a  new  super- 
intendent, who,  with  his  excellent  assistants,  was  improving  the  ap- 
pearance of  things  very  rapidly.  There  were  fifty-one  acres  in  gar- 
den, furnishing  vegetables  for  the  table,  ten  acres  in  fruit-trees,  and 
an  acre  in  berries.  About  fifty  boys  were  engaged  in  work  on  the 
farm,  in  the  shoe-shop,  the  carpenter-shop,  the  tailor-shop,  etc.  This 
school,  however,  had  had  a  terrible  visitation  of  grippe  during  the 
winter.  Thirteen  had  died,  and  there  had  been  much  sickness  for 
months.  This  had  had  a  depressing  effect  upon  the  school.  I  was 
led  to  think,  in  this  school  and  in  other  schools,  that  the  ventilation 
and  the  sanitary  arrangements  were  not  as  they  should  be,  and  that 
the  sickness  was  in  part  due  to  want  of  care  in  this  matter. 
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At  the  Siletz  Agency,  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  north  from  San  Fran- 
cisco, there  is  an  agent  full  of  knowledge,  and  full  of  interest  in  the 
affairs  of  the  Indian ;  and  he  has  developed  that  agency  into  a  well- 
ordered  and  respectable  community.  I  saw  many  two-story  Indian 
dwellings,  the  houses  well  painted.  I  saw  the  Indians  drawing  for 
the  saw-mill  the  lumber  which  they  had  themselves  cut  and  floated 
down  the  river.  An  Indian  had  wanted  a  farm  wagon,  and  the  agent 
issued  one,  as  he  had  a  right  to;  but  he  said,  "Now,  in  part  payment 
for  this,  I  want  you  to  do  so  many  days*  work  at  carting  stumps  out 
of  that  land."  And,  when  I  was  there,  the  Indian  was  vigorously  at 
work  carting  the  stumps.  He  was  also  getting  work  out  of  two  men 
who  had  been  sentenced  to  the  lock-up.  Strictly,  they  were  in  the 
lock-up ;  but  really  they  were  out  ploughing  a  field,  and  doing  first- 
rate  work.     At  night  he  turned  the  key  on  them,  and  there  they  were. 

A  good  deal  depends  on  the  agent,  or,  in  case  of  a  school,  on  the 
superintendent.  At  Puyallup  Agency  we  met  a  remarkable  man, 
admirably  adapted  to  the  superintendency  of  the  school.  Puyallup 
is  near  Tacoma.  He  has  an  idea  that  the  Indian  ought  to  imbibe  a 
little  of  the  spirit  of  Tacoma,  and  so  he  has  allowed  them  to  organize 
a  society  of  Good  Templars,  and  arranged  a  library  and  reading 
room  for  them ;  and,  when  we  were  there,  he  had  a  party  of  the  boys 
on  a  camping  expedition,  studying  as  they  went.  He  carries  his  in- 
struction so  far  that  the  graduates  from  his  school  are  ready  to  enter 
the  high  school  at  Tacoma. 

We  visited  another  agency  where  things  were  as  wrong  as  they  are 
right  at  Puyallup.  At  the  Nez  Percys  Agency,  where  Miss  Fletcher 
has  been  doing  her  work  of  allotting  land,  there  is  a  man  who  is 
utterly  unfit  for  the  place.  I  do  not,  however,  consider  that  he  is  en- 
tirely to  blame  for  the  condition  of  things,  for  he  is  the  inheritor  of  the 
iniquities  of  previous  agents ;  and  at  the  adjoining  town  there  is  a  sort 
of  ring  which  works  to  debauch  the  agents.  But  in  every  instance  ex- 
cept this  one  the  agents  were  doing  all  they  knew  how  to  do  for  the 
advancement  of  the  cause. 

Hon.  William  H.  Lyon,  also  of  the  Board  of  Indian  Commission- 
ers, was  introduced  to  speak  upon  the  same  subject. 

Mr.  Lyon. —  My  observation  in  the  field  has  been  very  limited  this 
season.  I  have  been  only  in  South-eastern  Dakota  and  a  little  in 
South-western  Minnesota.  My  attention  has  always  been  given  to  the 
adult  Indian,  while  most  of  what  we  have  heard  tonight  has  been  in 
the  interest  of  the  young.  To  give  land  in  severalty  is  a  good  thing ; 
to  build  an  Indian  a  house  is  a  good  thing  ;  to  give  him  implements  is 
a  good  thing.  But  he  does  not  know  how  to  use  them.  I  think  it  is 
just  as  important  to  have  farmers  sent  out  as  instructors  for  the  men, 
as  to  have  teachers  for  the  schools.  The  farm  is  a  running  gear  sim- 
ply. It  is  good  for  nothing  unless  there  is  something  built  upon  it. 
Again,  many  of  the  allotments  are  not  suitable  for  farming  without 
irrigation ;  but  these  Indians  could  be  taught  to  become  herders  and 
stock-raisers.  I  was  delighted  to  hear  that  something  had  been  done 
with  regard  to  that. 

My  experience  this  summer  has  been  among  the  Flandreau  Indians 
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in  South  Dakota.  I  was  taken  to  the  reservation  by  Rev.  John  East- 
man, and  the  first  sight  was  a  very  pleasant  one  to  me.  Mr.  Eastman 
pointed  out  fifteen  stacks  of  grain  on  a  farm  belonging  to  an  Indian 
woman  with  a  son  sixteen  years  old.  I  found  excellent  farmers  in  the 
settlement.  One  Indian  farmer  had  forty  acres  of  first-class  wheat, 
about  the  same  of  oats,  and  a  large  field  of  corn.  I  was  also  de- 
lighted by  the  school  buildings  going  up  on  the  Flandreau  reserva- 
tion. I  think  there  has  been  more  done  the  past  season  than  there 
has  been  in  fifteen  years  before.  I  hope  that  the  purchase  of  cattle 
will  increase.  I  am  sure  the  Indians  can  be  taught  to  raise  their  own 
cattle  and  sheep  as  well  as  ponies  and  dogs,  of  which  they  have 
plenty.  And,  above  all,  I  hope  for  the  development  of  the  system  of 
helping  the  people  to  have  homes.  It  is  a  real  cruelty  to  educate 
an  Indian  child  in  the  schools,  and  then  send  him  back  to  a  tepee, 
where  thirty  or  forty  Indians  sit  in  a  circle  about  a  fire  in  the  centre. 

President  Gates. —  There  has  been  a  very  general  wish  expressed 
that  we  may  hear  a  few  words  from  Mrs.  A.  L.  Riggs,  whose  husband 
has  been  associated  so  long  with  the  work  at  Santee. 

Mrs.  RiGGS. —  About  twenty-two  years  ago  we  commenced  our 
work  among  the  Dakotas.  Whenever  I  think  of  the  commencement 
of  our  work,  there  comes  to  my  mind  a  little  picture  that  I  can  never 
forget.  As  the  old  rickety  steamboat  neared  its  landing,  I  saw  stand- 
ing on  the  sandy  bank  an  old,  wrinkled,  tangled-haired  Indian 
woman.  There  she  stood  motionless,  and  seemingly  perfectly  un- 
conscious that  she  was  the  only  human  being  visible  in  that  little 
wilderness  of  woods,  willows,  and  wild  rice.  As  we  stepped  off  the 
steamer,  an  army  officer,  who  was  carrying  our  little  baby-girl  in  his 
arms,  said  to  me,  "  Do  you  think  you  can  make  anything  of  that 
woman  ?"  At  that  moment  I  did  not  feel  like  undertaking  any  such 
task ;  but  I  said  to  him,  "  I  do  not  know  that  we  can,  but  I  feel  sure 
that  we  can  do  much  for  the  children."  Ours  was  to  be  the  educa- 
tional work,  and  that  means  a  good  deal.  It  means  work  with  the 
hands,  and  constant  living  examples  to  these  people.  One  who  goes 
among  the  Indians  and  expects  to  do  anything  for  them  must  expect 
to  be  viewed  and  interviewed  at  all  times,  from  early  morning  till 
night.  When  getting  breakfast,  we  expect  to  see  these  people  step  in 
upon  us,  and  they  linger  around  during  the  day ;  that  is,  they  did 
when  the  work  was  first  begun  :  we  do  not  have  so  much  of  it  now  at 
Santee.  They  stood  around  to  see  how  we  did  things,  and  that  is 
quite  an  education  in  itself.  And,  then,  in  the  evening,  after  we  have 
tucked  the  children  away  for  the  night,  they  sit  around  to  see  what 
we  do  and  how  we  do  it.  It  is  a  great  thing  to  be  approved  by  an 
Indian  woman  or  an  Indian  man.  This  first  Indian  woman  whom 
we  saw  on  the  bank  was  a  very  frequent  visitor  in  the  early  years. 
Some  of  her  children  are  earnest  Christian  workers  among  the 
Dakotas,  and  some  of  her  grandchildren  are  in  our  school. 

We  do  not  feel  like  giving  up  the  primary  work  :  we  feel  that  it  is  a 
very  important  part  of  our  school  life.  We  often  wish  to  do  more  in 
advanced  work,  but  we  see  the  necessity  of  a  real  Christian  training 
from  the  very  first.     The  Bible  is  our  text-book  from  the  beginning. 
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We  want  to  be  sure  that  the  children  are  learning  about  Jesus,  and 
that  they  are  building  up  Christian  character  from  the  first,  if  they 
are  to  do  the  work  which  we  expect  of  them.  If  we  were  to  give  up 
the  primary  work,  it  would  be  a  great  disappointment  to  our  earliest 
pupils ;  for  they  are  looking  forward  to  having  their  children  attend 
the  same  school  where  they  commenced  their  education.  And  we 
feel  a  very  strong  attachment  to  these  old  pupils ;  and  we,  too,  are  look- 
ing forward  to  having  their  children  with  us.  The  children  also  think 
a  great  deal  of  going  to  this  school.  They  look  at  us  very  often 
in  a  little  shy  way,  and  say,  **  Pretty  soon,  mamma  says,  we  will  be 
old  enough  to  go  to  Dr.  Riggs's  school."  They  think  a  great  deal  of 
doing  what  those  who  have  gone  before  them  have  done,  ebpecially  in 
education. 

President  Gates. —  When  we  see  how  easily  we  grow  impatient  with 
each  other,  and  when  we  find  that  the  recurrence  of  certain  themes 
that  we  discuss  from  year  to  year  is  a  little  wearisome,  and  then 
when  we  think  what  it  must  be  to  touch  Indian  life,  and  only  Indian 
life,  day  after  day,  through  twenty  years  of  self-sacrificing  work, 
teaching  constantly  by  example,  then  I  think  we  feel  as  if  we  ought 
to  recognize,  by  rising  and  reverently  bowing  before  them,  the  mis- 
sionaries who  come  to  us  from  such  fields  as  this.  If  there  are  still 
twenty  thousand  Indian  children  not  in  school,  I  think  we  had  better 
gather  in  nineteen  thousand  and  five  hundred  more  of  them  into  other 
schools,  before  we  interfere  with  any  of  those  who  are  attending  the 
Santee  school,  and  others  like  it ! 

Mr.  Smiley,  Miss  Dawes,  General  Morgan,  and  Miss  Fletcher  spoke 
with  warm  approval  of  different  features  of  the  work  of  the  Santee 
school. 

President  Gates. —  Every  reform  that  makes  progress  must  number 
among  those  who  are  interested  in  it  not  only  the  advocates  before 
the  public,  but  a  certain  proportion  of  unselfish  but  very  busy  men 
and  women,  who,  whenever  a  special  occasion  for  service  arises,  are 
willing  either  to  leave  their  own  work,  or  to  "  make  time  "  by  special 
sacrifice,  and  to  do  these  special  deeds  of  service.  We  are  now  to 
hear  from  one  who,  when  the  Mission  Indian  affairs  became  critical, 
gave  to  it  weeks  of  patient  and  loving  service, —  one  who  does  much 
for  the  cause  in  a  way  so  quiet  that  those  who  do  not  know'  him  do 
not  know  how  these  things  get  done, —  Mr.  Joshua  W.  Davis,  of 
Boston. 

Mr.  Davis. —  Speaking  of  latest  impression  only,  thty  will  be 
from  Middle  and  Northern  Dakota ;  but  some  of  the  features  which  I 
would  note  are  to  be  observed  in  other  fields,  as  I  have  reason  to 
know  from  correspondence  and  previous  visits.  I  have  just  been 
present  at  the  annual  gathering  of  the  Indian  churches  of 
Dakota,  attended  by  at  least  five  hundred  visitors,  with  a  nearly 
equal  number,  as  was  told  me,  from  within  twenty  or  thirty  miles 
from  the  meeting-place,  who  were  considered  residents,  and  acted  as 
hosts.     These  last  had  saved  up  two  tons  of   flour  and  twenty-five 
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head  of  cattle  out  of  their  rations,  as  provision  for  their  guests,  and 
other  supplies  in  proportion. 

A  feature  that  especially  interested  me  was  the  decided  encourage- 
ment that  the  Indians  themselves  felt  from  the  gathering,  showing 
this  as  they  spoke  of  it  to  each  other  and  to  us.  Scattered  so  much 
as  they  are,  they  have  felt  themselves  a  little  folk  ;  but,  gathered  thus 
together,  they  now  feel  strong  to  stand  before  their  people,  and  to  do 
more. 

Eight  had  come  i6o  miles,  and  forty-five  350  miles  in  their  own 
wagons ;  and  thirty-one  wagons,  bringing  a  number  which  I  did  not 
ascertain,  came  in  one  train  from  Cheyenne  River,  100  miles  and 
upwards.  And  it  was  an  inspiring  sight  to  see  them  wheel,  with  mil- 
itary precision,  into  a  semicircle  and  pitch  their  tents,  and,  later, 
gather  night  and  morning  at  the  centre  of  the  line  for  worship. 

There  were  present  representatives  of  some  dozen  or  more  Young 
Men's  Christian  Associations,  showing  themselves  deeply  in  earnest 
in  the  number  and  spirit  of  their  meetings.  They  wanted  additional 
badges  for  their  members,  and  the  requests  from  eleven  of  the  soci- 
eties to  purchase  these  for  them  called  for  two  hundred  and  forty- 
four  badges.  Now  an  Indian  may  love  a  badge  as  a  matter  of  orna- 
ment ;  but  it  is  not  for  ornament  alone  that  they  use  them.  There 
were  two  who  had  been  having  a  controversy  with  each  other,  and 
one  said  afterwards,  "  I  remembered  I  had  the  badge,  and  I  kept  my 
mouth  shut."  Another  older  man,  who  had  seen  much  trouble  and 
was  depressed,  said  one  day :  "  Do  you  see  any  difference  in  me  ? 
Don't  you  see  I  haven't  something  I  usually  have  ? "  pointing  to  the 
place  where  he  usually  wore  the  badge.  "My  heart  is  greatly 
troubled.  I  do  not  feel  right,  and  I  have  thought  I  ought  not  to 
wear  the  badge  till  my  heart  was  right."  Not  worn  for  ornament 
only,  you  see.  They  take  encouragement,  too,  from  their  increased 
harvests,  not  simply  in  a  few  cases  where  they  had  made  gains  in 
their  acreage  and  in  the  product  of  their  farms,  but  because  they  see 
their  neighbors,  too,  have  gained,  and  altogether  have  a  considerable 
increase  in  their  crops.     "Look  at  our  stacks  I"  they  say. 

And  they  are  going  to  make  more  advance,  and  not  simply  in  the 
matter  of  their  farming.  The  returned  students  feel  that  they  are 
increasing  in  numbers,  and  are  encouraging  each  other  in  maintain- 
ing their  stand.  In  very  many  cases,  the  girls  come  home  from 
school,  and  substantially  renovate  the  home  with  their  cooking 
and  their  new  methods.  Now,  what  we  need  to  do  is  to  meet  them 
with  careful  provision,  by  governmental  influence  and  by  our  mission- 
ary influences,  helping  them  to  keep  up  this  strong,  encouraged  feel- 
ing ;  and  we  shall  find  that  they  will  respond  to  what  we  do  for  them. 

With  what  sort  of  fibre,  what  steadfastness,  will  they  hold  to  their 
new  purposes  ?  Have  you  read  in  the  last  American  Missionary  the 
story  of  the  little  boy  in  the  hospital,  who  said,  when  he  was  in  great 
pain,  and  the  tears  were  silently  rolling  down  his  cheek,  "  The  water 
come,  but  I  no  sing."  And  the  same  determination  runs  along 
moral  lines.  Miss  Pingree,  the  faithful  doctor  at  the  Standing  Rock 
Indian  hospital,  having  a  case  needing  all  her  attention  one  Saturday 
evening,  told  the  boy  he  must  go  to  bed  without  his  bath  then,  but  he 
should  have  it  next  day.     It  might  be  twelve  o'clock  before  she  could 
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be  free  to  attend  to  him.  His  reply  was:  "I  sit  up.  I  no  bath 
Sunday."  The  higher  strain  of  Indian  character  is  illustrated  in  the 
case  of  a  young  man  who  drove  a  second  team  down  through  the 
reservation  for  us  five  years  ago,  who  was  then  thinking  about  the  new 
way,  but  said  to  his  companions,  in  effect :  "  I  have  told  you  that  I 
was  not  satisfied  with  the  Indian  way ;  but  you  say  I  am  not  in 
earnest.  I  will  be  as  earnest  as  any  of  you ;  and,  if  I  am  not  better 
satisfied  by  New  Year's,  I  will  tell  you."  All  through  the  following 
months  he  was  zealous  in  old  Indian  ways,  being  a  leader  in  their 
dances.  When  New  Year's  day  came,  there  was  to  be  a  dance, 
and  he  appeared  as  usual,  dressed  for  it.  The  same  evening  the 
Christian  Indians  held  a  prayer-meeting,  and,  to  the  surprise  of 
all,  he  walked  in  arrayed  in  his  dance  dress.  And  by  and  by  he 
quietly  rose  and  said  :  "  You  know  what  I  said.  I  am  not  satisfied  ; 
and,  if  any  feel  as  I  do,  let  them  stand  up  here  with  me."  Two 
arose  and  stood  up  with  him,  and  he  took  off  the  dance  ornaments 
and  laid  them  down. 

That  man  set  himself  to  work  at  home,  and  also  driving  out  to  the 
camps  (scattered  groups  of  Indian  houses),  and  talking  there  about 
the  new  way.  He  is  now  a  deacon  in  the  church,  and  I  received  the 
communion  at  his  hands  at  the  recent  gathering.  He  is  preparing  to 
go  to  the  Santee  school  for  the  winter,  because  he  wishes  to  talk  bet- 
ter, leaving  his  winter  farm-work  to  his  family. 

The  present  leader  of  the  Sitting  Bull  band,  which  was  one  of  the 
hot-beds  of  opposition  to  all  progress  while  Sitting  Bull  was  alive,  is 
his  nephew,  One  Bull.  And  he  has  become  a  member  of  the  church, 
and  is  sending  six  of  the  boys  of  his  band  to  Santee,  saying  that  he 
wants  them  to  go  to  school  where  they  will  be  taught  in  the  Bible. 
Four  others  of  his  boys  were  also  desiring  to  go. 

There  is  progress  among  them.  There  is  an  element  that  we  can 
train  up  to  make  strong  and  useful  citizens.  I  can  guarantee,  from 
observation,  that  there  will  be  fine  qualities  in  some  of  them.  It  is 
true  there  are  a  great  many  discouragements,  there  are  many  dark 
features, —  make  all  allowance  for  these.  But  I  say  that  we  shall 
have  from  this  race  an  element  that  will  be  of  value  to  us  and  a 
credit  to  them. 

I  thank  our  Chairman  for  speaking  as  he  did  this  morning  of  the 
need  of  patient,  persistent  continuance  in  our  efforts  to  help  this  race 
stand  up  as  worthy  citizens  and  as  Christian  citizens. 

The  next  speaker  was  Miss  Clara  Snow,  a  teacher  in  the  Hampton 
School. 

Miss  Snow. — What  I  am  to  say  to-night  will  be  on  the  subject  of 
the  New  York  Indians.  I  have  been  in  the  Hampton  School  five 
years,  my  home  being  in  this  State.  As  I  was  coming  home  for  the 
vacation,  they  asked  me  to  come  through  the  New  York  reservations, 
and  to  select  for  them  twenty-four  Indians,  who  were  allowed  us  under 
the  new  appropriation. 

Two  New  York  Indians  had  been  at  Hampton  before  I  came,  and 
stayed  but  a  little  time.  One  of  them,  I  understand,  went  back  to 
the  Onondaga  Reservation.  He  has  kept  up  his  carpenter  work,  and 
is  putting  up  some  very  creditable  buildings. 
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When  I  went  to  Hampton,  I  found  a  boy  by  the  name  of  Charles 
Doxon,  who  was  working  his  way  through  on  the  same  basis  as  the 
colored  students.  They  work  all  day  at  the  mill,  or  some  place 
where  they  are  learning  a  trade,  and  go  to  school  for  a  short  time  in 
the  evening.  That  gives  them  very  little  schooling;  but  it  helps  them 
to  put  aside  a  certain  amount  to  their  credit,  which  they  can  use  in 
the  coming  years  and  go  to  school  during  the  day,  working  only  two 
days  a  week.  Indians  come  upon  a  different  basis,  having  their 
schooling  paid ;  but  this  New  York  Indian  had  to  work  his  way  like 
the  colored  students.  He  worked  in  the  machine-shop,  and  by  and 
by  he  had  enough  money  to  go  for  his  senior  year  all  day  at  school. 
When  he  finished  school,  he  went  to  Syracuse  and  entered  a  manu- 
facturing establishment.  He  did  well,  and  got  a  better  position  next 
year  in  the  car-shops,  where  he  is  working  now.  When  I  went  to 
Syracuse,  I  went  to  the  car  shops  to  see  him,  and  asked  him  how  I 
should  get  out  to  the  reservation.  He  said  that,  if  I  would  wait  till 
^ix  o'clock,  he  would  take  me.  At  six  he  came,  as  nicely  dressed  as 
any  gentleman,  with  a  horse  and  carriage,  and  drove  me  out.  He 
said;  "No  one  seems  to  take  much  interest  in  us.  We  are  glad  to. 
see  any  one  from  Hampton."  His  employers  speak  very  well  of  him, 
both  as  a  man  and  a  workman;  and  he  is  having  an  influence  on  his 
reservation.     The  others  look  up  to  him,  and  want  to  be  like  him. 

On  that  reservation  is  another  boy,  now  at  Hampton,  who  came  there 
to  work  his  way  through  in  the  same  way.  He  is  not  a  strong  man, 
like  Doxon,  and  has  made  up  his  mind  to  be  a  clerk.  He  is  in  the 
office  at  Hampton,  learning  to  do  that  sort  of  work.  Another  boy 
who  has  been  there  is  here  to-night.  Chapman  is  going  to  tell  you  a 
little  of  his  own  experience  ;  but  I  will  say  for  him  that  he,  too,  is 
working  his  way  through.  He  went  back  home,  and  then  went  to 
Schenectady  into  a  car-shop,  into  a  place  where  he  could  get  $2.25  a 
day ;  and  his  younger  brother  of  eighteen,  who  is  in  the  wood-shop  at 
Hampton,  got  a  place  there  to  cut  wood  in  patterns  for  machinery. 
Both  the  boys  afterward  came  back  to  the  school.  Chapman  said, 
*'  We  thought  that  an  education  was  worth  more  than  two  or  three 
dollars  a  day."  Chapman,  who  is  going  to  speak  to  you,  is  not  one 
of  our  best  educated  boys.  He  has  been  to  the  night  school,  work- 
ing his  way ;  but  he  has  done  very  creditably,  and  now  he  has  the 
chance  to  go  to  school  during  the  day. 

The  next  point  I  want  to  speak  of  is  the  eagerness  of  the  Indians 
to  come  to  school.  When  I  went  to  the  New  York  reservations,  I  did 
not  know  whether  I  could  get  such  a  class  of  students  as  1  wanted. 
They  had  told  me  to  bring  those  who  had  had  some  education,  and 
could  go  into  our  advanced  classes.  I  got  a  man  to  drive  me  out  on 
the  Oneida  Reservation.  I  stopped  the  first  person  I  met,  and  asked 
for  the  home  of  the  Scenandoahs,  saying  I  was  their  teacher  in 
Hampton.  He  told  me  at  once  that  he  had  a  nephew  who  wanted 
to  go  there.  I  inquired  about  him,  and  the  nephew  is  now  at  Hamp- 
ton. Mrs.  Scenandoah  greeted  me  very  warmly,  though  she  could 
not  talk  much  English,  and  did  everything  she  could  to  make  me  feel 
how  welcome  I  was.  Another  woman  who  lived  in  the  same  house 
came  to  say  that  she  wanted  her  children  to  go  to  school ;  and  every- 
where I  went  there  was  the  same  interest  in  my  errand.     I  found  that 
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I  could  take  from  Oneida  all  the  twenty-four,  and  a  good  many  more ; 
and  if  I  could  have  taken  all  the  children  on  these  reservations  who 
hegged  to  come  to  school,  and  whose  parents  begged  for  them,  I 
think  I  could  have  had  a  hundred  or  two. 

On  the  Oneida  Reservation  the  Indian  school  has  been  abolished, 
and  the  children  are  supposed  to  go  with  the  whites.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  they  do  not  go.  I  do  not  know  what  the  trouble  is.  On  the 
Onondaga  Reservation  is  one  school.  It  is  taught  by  the  Episcopal 
minister  in  the  morning,  but  he  is  old  and  feeble,  and  an  Indian 
woman  teaches  it  in  the  afternoon.  She  is  an  Oneida  woman,  and  I 
understand  some  of  the  little^ones  are  learning  the  Oneida  language. 
She  hears  them  read  twice  round,  as  I  understand,  and  sends  them 
home.  Somehow  they  are  not  enthusiastic  about  going  to  school 
there.  They  were  very  eager  to  go  away  to  school.  I  told  them  to 
learn  all  they  could  at  their  own  school ;  and  perhaps,  by  and  by,  they 
could  go  to  Hampton.  They  brightened  up  immediately,  and  I  have 
thought  perhaps  that  is  the  solution.  In  these  district  schools  they 
do  not  exactly  see  the  object  of  going  to  school.  If  they  thought  they 
were  going  to  be  sent  away  to  school,  they  would  work  for  it. 

I  saw  none  of  the  teachers,  but  I  was  told  by  the  older  Indians 
and  by  the  missionaries  that  the  teachers  are  often  young  and  in- 
experienced, and  that  the  children  do  not  get  the  instruction  that  their 
parents  got  from  the  old  teachers  who  came  there  with  the  missionary 
spirit,  and  took  real  interest  in  them.  Indians,  from  my  experience 
in  teaching,  need  to  feel  that  some  one  is  very  much  interested  in 
them.  They  need  a  teacher  who  will  arouse  their  ambition.  On  the 
Onondaga  Reservation  the  people  talked  about  a  Miss  Remington. 
Everybody  said  :  "  Do  you  know  Miss  Remington  ?  I  wish  we  had 
Miss  Remington."  Miss  Remington  was  two  years  at  Hampton,  and 
then  she  went  to  Onondaga,  with  the  most  earnest,  devoted  Christian 
spirit,  working  as  a  missionary  and  teacher.  Often  I  was  told,  "  If  it 
had  not  been  for  Miss  Remington,  I  would  have  been  out  there  on  the 
hills ;  and  I  would  not  have  known  anything  to-day."  It  seems  to 
me  that  such  a  person  is  what  the  girls  need,  and  the  mothers,  and 
the  young  boys  who  are  growing  up.  More  such  women  as  this 
Miss  Remington,  or  Miss  Collins  at  Standing  Rock  Agency,  would 
be  a  great  deal  of  help  on  the  New  York  reservations.  I  found 
a  temperance  society  which  had  been  established  by  Miss  Reming- 
ton, and  it  had  influenced  that  reservation  so  that  it  was  said  there 
was  much  less  drinking  there  than  at  the  other  reservations. 

Mr.  Chapman  Scenandoah,  an  Oneida  Indian,  from  the  Hampton 
School,  was  asked  to  speak. 

Mr.  Scenandoah. —  Friends,  it  is  the  first  time  I  have  been  before 
such  a  congregation.  What  little  English  I  can  speak  I  am  going  to 
tell  you  how  I  got  to  be  what  I  am  now.  My  home  is  in  this  State, 
on  the  Oneida  Reservation.  We  belong  to  the  Six  Nations.  I  was 
inclined  to  go  to  school,  but  did  not  know  where  to  go.  The  white 
neighbors  made  preparations  to  close  the  school-house.  But  I  want 
to  speak  a  good  word  for  that  lonely  little  house  :  it  was  there  I  got 
my  first  lessons  in  speaking  the  English  language.     I  was  eight  years 
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old.  For  five  years  I  had  a  friend  whom  I  could  not  see  to  speak  to 
him  about  going  to  the  Hampton  School.  In  the  summer  of  1888  I 
saw  him  again,  and  asked  him  about  the  Hampton  School.  He  said 
I  would  have  to  work  hard  to  go  there.  I  told  him  no  matter  how  hard 
I  worked,  as  long  as  I  had  a  chance  to  go  to  school.  That  fall  I  en- 
tered Hampton  School.  I  was  put  to  work  in  the  machine  shop, 
handling  a  sledge-hammer.  I  worked  ten  hours  a  day,  and  after  sup- 
per I  went  to  school.  At  nine  o'clock,  the  close  of  school,  I  had  to 
go  to  the  Indian  boys'  quarters,  and  report  whether  I  had  been  speak- 
ing English  or  Indian  through  the  day.  I  usually  spoke  English  all  I 
could.  I  went  home  that  summer  for  vacation.  The  second  year 
I  stayed  all  the  year,  and  worked  in  the  Edison  Electric  Works  in 
Schenectady  as  a  machinist.  The  second  vacation  I  was  back  there 
again,  and  from  there  I  went  to  the  Albany  Railroad  Shop.  I  got  two 
dollars  and  a  quarter  a  day.  May  be  a  good  many  of  you  might 
think,  Why  did  I  come  back  to  the  school  when  I  was  earning  that 
amount  of  money  ?  But  I  feel  that  education  is  worth  more  to  me 
than  ten  or  fifteen  dollars  a  day.  I  want  to  have  a  machine-shop  of 
my  own  some  of  these  days.  I  would  like  to  give  Indians  a  chance 
to  learn  a  trade,  and  learn  in  a  manufactory.  The  principal  part  of 
this  civilization  is  knowing  how  to  work  and  have  a  trade,  and  not 
just  work  on  a  farm,  which  about  all  of  them  do.  It  is  not  what  peo- 
ple like  to  do  on  a  farm.  It  did  not  seem  possible  that  New  York 
Indians  should  be  helped  by  the  government  to  get  an  education. 
But  I  hope  you  people  will  help  to  get  this  appropriation,  will  be 
faithful  to  the  Indians,  and  see  their  progress. 

Mr.  Garrett. —  May  I  call  the  attention  of  the  Conference  to  the 
fact  that  this  Oneida  Reservation  has  been  broken  up,  and  the  land 
distributed  to  the  Indians  in  severalty  ?  I  think  that  is  one  of  the 
secrets  of  the  progress  of  the  Indians  in  this  State ;  and  it  is  very 
true,  as  Miss  Snow  has  said,  that  what  is  needed  on  the  other  reserva- 
tions is  missionary  effort. 

Mrs.  Crannell,  of  Albany. — There  are  some  people  present  who 
do  not  know  what  Miss  Snow  meant  by  what  she  called  an  "  appro- 
priation for  the  New  York  State  Indians."  Would  it  not  be  well  for 
General  Morgan  to  state  what  it  is  ?  From  a  New  York  State  point 
of  view  I  think  it  as  important  a  feature  in  the  educational  line  of 
work  for  Indians  as  anything  accomplished  during  the  year. 

Gen.  Morgan. —  I  hardly  know  where  to  begin.  These  Indians  of 
New  York  have  not  been  admitted  to  the  schools  supported  by  the 
government  until  the  present  time.  I  made  inquiry  soon  after  enter- 
ing upon  my  present  duties,  and  learned  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  of  the  former  administration  had  ruled  against  it,  chiefly  for 
the  reason  that  there  was  not  sufficient  money,  but  also  because  it 
was  felt  that  the  State  of  New  York  could  take  care  of  them.  I  had 
numerous  applications  made  to  me,  however,  from  such  young  men  as 
this,  who  plead  to  be  admitted  into  the  schools  at  Carlisle  or  Hamp- 
ton. After  consultation,  and  a  great  deal  of  history  which  I  will  not 
take  time  to  narrate,  I  asked  the  present  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to 
allow  the  New  York  Indians  to  be  admitted  to  these  schools  on  the 
same  basis  as  other  Indians,  and  he  very  readily  consented.     There 
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are  now  at  the  school  in  Philadelphia  forty-two  Indians  taken  from 
these  reservations.  Miss  Snow  has  told  of  twenty-four  that  they  pur- 
pose to  take  to  Hampton,  and  I  think  there  are  sixty  or  seventy-five 
at  Carlisle. 

I  have  been  criticised  pretty  sharply  for  this  action.  It  has  been 
condemned  as  severely  as  anything  I  have  done.  I  want  to  corrobo- 
rate what  Miss  Snow  has  said.  I  have  been  at  the  New  York  reser- 
vations :  everywhere  I  was  appealed  to  to  allow  the  children  to  enter 
these  schools ;  and  I  think  I  could  to-day  put  hve  hundred  of  them 
into  these  institutions.  The  complaint  was  universal :  "  Our  schools 
are  poor.  They  do  not  satisfy  us."  It  was  a  hopeful  sign,  showing 
that  the  people  had  outgrown  the  schools  established  for  them  by 
the  State  of  New  York ;  and  they  are  demanding  something  better. 

President  Gates. —  Let  me  ask  you  to  be  encouraged,  and  not 
alarmed,  when  we  have  a  somewhat  stormy  session,  and  speak  out  de- 
cided views.  Some  of  you  remember  what  a  stormy  time  we  had  over 
these  same  New  York  Indians ;  and  whether  statements  then  made 
about  these  Indians  were  or  were  not  true.  If  one-half  the  energy  that 
was  spent  in  quarrelling  over  the  question  just  what  the  status  of  these 
Indians  was,  had  been  spent  in  getting  them  into  industrial  schools, 
where  they  would  have  had  good  Christian  influence  about  them,  how 
much  more  would  have  been  accomplished  !  It  was  the  things  that 
were  said,  though  they  were  painful  at  the  time,  that  brought  out  the 
facts,  and  convinced  us  that  we  had  been  neglecting  these  Indians, 
right  here  in  the  heart  of  this  Empire  State ;  and  now  we  are  getting 
on  the  right  track,  because  we  were  not  afraid  then  to  speak  out. 
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Thursday  Morning^,  October  13. 


The  Conference  was  called  to  order  at  ten  o'clock  by  the  President^ 
after  prayer  by  Rev.  F.  F.  Ellinwood,  of  New  York. 

President  Gates. —  Among  the  matters  to  be  considered  at  Chicago 
at  the  Exposition  next  year  is  the  Indian  question.  The  authorities  who 
have  in  charge  the  World's  Fair  Auxiliary  have  sent  to  us  a  deputa- 
tion with  an  invitation  to  us  to  share  in  the  discussion'  of  the  history, 
the  status,  and  prospects  of  the  North  American  Indian  race.  It 
gives  me  pleasure  to  introduce  to  the  Conference  this  morning  Colonel 
Davidson,  of  the  Highland  Park  Military  Academy  near  Chicago,  who 
is  the  chairman  of  one  of  these  committees,  and  who  has  been  dele- 
gated to  present  to  the  Conference  this  invitation  from  Chicago. 

Colonel  Davidson  explained  the  purpose  of  the  Indian  Congress, 
and  some  of  the  difficulties  connected  with  the  arrangements  for  it,  and 
asked  for  the  advice  of  the  Conference  with  regard  to  the  best  means 
of  carrying  out  the  committee's  plans. 

General  C.  H.  Howard  also  spoke  on  the  same  subject,  suggesting 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  from  the  members  of  the  Conference 
to  confer  with  the  authorities  of  the  World's  Fair  Auxiliary  Congresses 
upon  the  matter,  this  committee  to  be  appointed  by  the  President. 
This  suggestion  was  approved  by  the  Conference,  and  the  committee 
was  appointed  as  follows :  Hon.  Albert  K.  Smiley,  Hon.  Henry  L. 
Dawes,  Rev.  F.  F.  Ellinwood,  D.D.,  Miss  Alice  Fletcher,  and  Mr. 
Herbert  Welsh. 

President  Gates. —  We  enter  now  upon  the  distinct  programme  of 
the  morning,  under  the  general  theme  **  Education."  We  are  to  have 
first  a  brief  address  from  Mr.  Philip  C.  Garrett  of  the  Board  of  Indian 
Commissioners,  who  has  recently  come  from  the  field.  He  will  speak 
upon  those  phases  of  the  question  indicated  by  the  title  of  his  paper, 
**The  Influence  of  Returned  Scholars." 


ON  THE   INFLUENCE   OF    RETURNED    SCHOLARS 
UPON   THEIR   TRIBE. 

BY    HON.    PHILIP   C.    GARRETT. 

There  has  been  much  discussion  as  to  the  amount  of  impress  made 
by  returned  students  on  the  uncivilized  tribe,  and  I  fear  the  friends  of 
the  Indian  have  been  too  ready  to  take  an  ultra-sanguine  view  of  it. 
Recent  observation  forces  me  to  the  conclusion  that  circumstances  are 
not  favorable  to  the  best  results.  I  would  not  utter  a  breath  that 
would  lead  to  an  undervaluation  of  the  inestimable  benefits  to  the 
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North  American  Indians  of  a  thorough  Christian  English  education. 
I  would  by  no  means  draw  any  inference  adverse  to  education, — 
would  strengthen  this  at  every  point,  and  extend  it  till  every  child  is 
taught.  Nor  would  I  disparage  the  teaching  that  is  now  given  ;  but 
I  am  emphatically  convinced  that  there  is  greatly  Wanted,  A  Mor- 
dant. The  education  received  by  the  Indians  at  our  great  schools  is 
beautiful  and  even  brilliant,  but  it  is  not  a  fast  color :  the  rain  of 
barbarism  on  the  reservation  washes  it  out,  or  dims  it  so  seriously  that 
it  does  not  illuminate  and  enlighten  the  residue  of  the  tribe  to  that  ex- 
tent that  will  lead  to  rapid  civilization.  As  to  this,  it  is  said,  and  will  be 
said  again,  that  we  are  theorists,  and  that  rapid  civilization  is  not  to  be 
expected.  And  very  truly  it  is  not  to  be  expected  either  at  the  hands  of 
those  who  sit  with  folded  hands  or  of  those  who  work,  if  they  shut 
their  eyes,  and  do  not  seek  for  the  remedy  of  manifest  evils  and  the 
removal  of  manifest  obstacles.  The  difficulties  are  great:  they  are 
immense.  Of  so  much  greater  importance  is  it  to  see  and  recognize 
them  in  their  fulness,  and  not  disparage  them,  and  to  use  the  more 
effort  to  overcome  them ;  so  much  the  more  necessary  is  it  to  resort 
to  heroic  and  unusual  measures  to  remove  them. 

My  conviction  is  strong,  based  on  personal  observation  during  a 
visit  to  some  of  the  reservations  this  summer,  that  it  is  well-nigh  an 
impossibility  to  educate  Indians  and  send  them  back  to  the  reserva- 
tion where  the  ancient  ways  prevail,  with  any  expectation  of  engraft- 
ing the  civilization  learned  at  the  school  upon  the  tribe.  The  returned 
pupil  may  do  well ;  that  is,  he  may  do  no  ill.  He  may  do  well 
enough  to  earn  a  good  report,  and  be  classified  with  those  "  doing 
well."  He  may  do  as  well  as  circumstances  permit.  And  yet, 
instead  of  leavening  the  tribe  with  civilized  leaven,  it  can  scarcely  be 
otherwise  than  that,  after  two  or  three  years,  he  is  not  distinguishable 
from  those  he  left  behind  when  he  went  away.  The  refined,  civil- 
ized, scholarly  boy  or  girl  of  the  school  becomes  an  Indian  again. 
He  is  leavened  by  his  tribe,  and  the  cultivated  graft  degenerates  nearly 
into  a  wild  olive-tree  again.  It  cannot  be  otherwise  if  the  educated 
scholar  is  merely  carted  back  to  the  tribe  and  dumped  out  on  the 
reservation  to  shift  for  himself.  What  can  he  do  with  this  education 
there  ?  His  tastes  have  been  raised  above  those  of  his  parents,  and 
have  become  uncongenial  to  them.  For  the  trades  he  has  learned  so 
laboriously  and  so  successfully  there  is  no  use.  They  do  not  want 
hard  shoes;  they  do  not  want  tin  spouts  nor  tin  kettles,  nor  Paris 
fashions,  nor  even  harness  and  wagons.  And,  when  they  do  want 
them,  all  they  have  to  do  is  to  go  to  the  agency  and  ask  for  a  pair 
of  shoes,  or  a  kettle,  or  a  wagon,  or  set  of  harness,  and  they  are 
given  them.  One  young  man  or  two,  out  of  a  hundred  or  a  thou- 
sand, may  get  employment,  not  as  principal,  but  as  assistant  car- 
penter, painter,  tinsmith,  leather-worker,  or  wheelwright.  For  the 
rest  there  is  absolutely  no  occupation  in  their  chosen  and  familiar 
trade  on  the  whole  reservation.  Even  the  appearance  of  the  scholar 
is  displeasing  to  his  friends, —  his  short  hair,  his  European  clothes, 
his  English  speech.  Why  should  he  abandon  the  comfortable  cloth- 
ing of  his  ancestors,  and  make  of  himself  an  outlandish  oddity  t 

He  is  charged  with  the  heinous  crime  of  having  abandoned  his 
faith,  and  turned  while  man, —  a  much  more  serious  offence  than  it  was 
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to  be  a  witch  in  the  seventeenth  century  in  Salem  village.  He  is 
convinced  that  education  and  civilization  are  good  things ;  but  he  is 
well-nigh  being  ostracized  by  all  his  friends  and  neighbors  for  think- 
ing so,  and  acting  on  it.  He  gradually  loses  the  light,  and  sometimes 
falls  into  utter  despair  of  utilizing  his  acquirements,  and  gives  up  the 
ship.  Oftener,  probably,  his  attainments  simply  lapse  into  harmless 
desuetude  ;  and  he  retains  a  belief  in  them,  somewhat  marred  by  the 
utter  impracticability  of  using  them.  He  has  no  libraries,  no  books, 
no  newspapers,  or  other  periodicals.  Worse  than  all  else,  he  has 
very  little  or  no  congenial  society  near  at  hand.  He  is  perhaps  on  a 
large  reservation  and  the  nearest  educated  acquaintance  miles  away. 
He  wishes  to  marry,  and  it  falls  to  his  lot  to  wed  an  Indian  lass  who 
has  not  been  to  a  government  boarding-school,  and  this  gives  the 
coup  de  grdce  to  his  civilized  life.  Here  it  ends.  Is  this  an  over- 
drawn picture  ?  Is  it  not  the  literal  reality  as  to  nine  out  of  ten  of 
those  who  go  back  to  uncivilized  tribes?  It  is  vain  to  say  that  rapid 
civilization  is  impossible.  That  is  not  true.  Ask  Captain  Pratt  or 
General  Armstrong  if  most  of  their  boys  and  girls  who  have  had  a 
four  years*  course,  and  been  away  from  their  tribe  that  length  of  time, 
are  not,  in  large  measure,  civilized.  Has  not  Captain  Pratt  told  us 
that  the  adolescent  son  of  Satanta,  caught  red-handed  on  the  war- 
path, was  converted  in  nine  years  into  an  educated  Christian  mission- 
ary? Have  we  not  seen  the  contrast  wrought  by  one  year's  contact 
with  refinement  stamped  indelibly  on  the  faces  of  the  captain's  pupils, 
and  faithfully  recorded  by  the  sun  in  contrasted  photographs  ?  Does 
not  every  class  that  graduates  bear  testimony  to  their  complete  trans- 
formation into  civil  and  peaceable  beings  ?  Then  why,  as  the  savage 
traits  are  thus  rapidly  melted  away  in  the  crucible  of  our  schools, — 
why  are  not  the  tribes  from  which  they  come  and  to  which  they  re- 
turn rapidly  transmuted  into  the  same  material?  For  the  same 
reason  that  the  cultivated  flower,  taken  from  the  hand  of  the  florist 
and  returned  to  the  barren,  wind-swept  moor,  degenerates  to  a  weed 
again.    Because  the  conditions  of  improvement  are  withdrawn  from  it. 

Now,  there  are  certain  strongly  marked  characteristics  of  the 
Indian  which  make  more  difficult  than  ever  the  problem  of  tribal 
conversion.  A  Celtic  or  Anglo-Saxon  boor,  taken  from  the  bogs  of 
Ireland  or  the  fens  and  moors  of  rural  England,  educated  at  Oxford 
and  then  returned  without  helps  to  his  barrens,  would  degenerate,  and 
be  more  worthless  and  unhappy  than  ever.  Of  an  Indian  this  would 
be  true  to  a  greater  degree.  The  love  of  home,  race,  and  kindred,  is 
intense  with  him.  I  appealed  to  a  group  of  bright-eyed  Ogalalla 
girls  at  the  Haskell  Institute,  where  they  seemed  very  happy,  to  know 
whether  they  liked  Haskell  best  or  Pine  Ridge,  and  was  almost 
startled  by  the  quickness  and  unanimity  with  which  they  answered, 
beaming  all  over  with  eagerness,  "Pine  Ridge."  It  is  difficult  to 
induce  them  to  leave  their  tribe.  Patkaxana  Pattee,  who  was  in  my 
employ,  and  a  model  of  steadiness,  industry,  and  efficiency,  could  not 
be  tempted  to  remain  East,  where  he  had  married  the  charming 
daughter  of  a  Cherokee  chief,  but  must  go  and  live  with  his  aged 
mother  among  the  Sioux. 

Another  trait  of  the  Indians  is  a  certain  self-sufficiency, —  belief  in 
their  own  ways  as  really  the  best  ways.     I  was  told  by  one  experi- 
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enced  in  contact  with  Indians  that  he  never  saw  an  Indian  who  did 
not  think  himself  the  superior  of  white  men.  Mrs.  Caswell,  in  her 
instructive  "Life  among  the  Iroquois  Indians,"  tells  us  that  "the 
Iroquois  call  themselves  the  *  older  people,'  and  the  white  man  *  our 
younger  brother.' "  This  feeling  is  partly  based  on  certain  founda- 
tion theories  of  life,  of  what  constitutes  happiness,  and  of  what 
superiority  consists. 

General  Lewis  Merrill,  an  old  Indian  fighter,  thoroughly  familiar 
with  Indians,  in  a  recent  very  interesting  article  in  Arthur^s  Home 
Magazine^  writes,  "  The  domestic  life  of  the  Indian  is  largely  what 
the  natural  instincts  of  the  human  race,  and  the  special  condition  in 
which  the  Indian  maintains  his  existence,  might  be  expected  to  make 
it"  The  Indian  is  a  philosopher :  he  might  have  entered  the  Con- 
cord School.  The  Brook  Farm  theorists  had  one  phase  of  the  Indian 
philosophy.  But  whoever  has  read  Thoreau's  "  Walden  "  will  rec- 
ognize in  it  the  philosophy  of  an  enlightened  barbarism,  educated  in 
the  colleges,  capable  of  wielding  a  pen,  having  a  knowledge  of  good 
English,  and  all  this  coupled  with  a  belief  in  barbarous  life. 
Thoreau,  who  rejoiced  in  an  experience  of  two  years'  savage  ex- 
istence in  the  woods  of  Walden,  speculated  thus :  "  In  the  savage 
state  every  family  owns  a  shelter  as  good  as  the  best,  and  sufficient 
for  its  coarser  and  simpler  wants;  but  I  think  that  I  speak  within 
bounds  when  I  say  that,  though  the  birds  of  the  air  have  their  nests, 
and  the  foxes  their  holes,  and  the  savages  their  wigwams,  in  modern 
civilized  society  not  more  than  one-half  the  families  own  a  shelter.  .  .  . 
The  rest  pay  a  tax  for  this  outside  garment  of  all .  .  .  which  would 
buy  a  village  of  Indian  wigwams."  Here  are  some  of  Thoreau's 
aphorisms :  — 

"  Your  life  looks  poorest  when  you  arc  richest."  "  The  town's  poor 
seem  to  me  often  to  live  the  most  independent  lives  of  any."  "  Culti- 
vate poverty  like  a  garden  herb,  like  sage."  "  Sell  your  clothes,  and 
keep  your  thoughts." 

And  Thoreau  is  not  alone.  Who  of  us  does  not  see  a  fascination 
in  camp-life  and  tent-life  ?  No  :  the  love  of  ease  and  self-indulgence 
and  open  air  is  not  limited  to  tramps  and  red  men.  Even  the  intel- 
lectual Greeks  included  an  Epicurean  school,  with  numerous  votaries, 
among  their  philosophies.  Theirs,  too,  was  the  philosophy  of  the 
lotus-eaters. 

"  From  the  craggy  ledge  the  poppy  hangs  in  sleep. 
All  things  have  rest :  why  snould  we  toil  alone  ? 
We  only  toil,  who  are  the  first  of  things. 
Nor  hearken  what  the  inner  spirit  sings, 
*  There  is  no  joy  but  calm.* 
Give  us  long  rest  or  death,  dark  death  or  dreamful  ease." 

There  is  something  to  be  said  in  favor  of  a  pastoral  life,  if  only  on 
the  score  of  contentment  and  health ;  and  it  is  not  easy  to  answer 
some  aboriginal  arguments  against  the  avarice  of  the  white  race  and 
their  restlessness  and  discontent.  And  yet  certain  of  our  own  finan- 
cial theorists,  who  think  it  unnecessary  to  a  country's  welfare  to  culti- 
vate its  industries,  thereby  advocate  a  relapse  to  the  pastoral  state. 

This,  in  so  far  as  it  implies  a  simpler  life,  without  metropolitan  cult- 
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ure  and  refinement,  is  tending  toward  aboriginal  conditions.  How 
much  does  their  logic  vary  from  that  of  the  thoughtful  Indian  ? 

Our  predecessors  on  this  continent  are  models  of  conservative  radi- 
calism and  radical  conservatism,  and  have  strong  faith  in  their  ances- 
tors and  themselves. 

If,  then,  the  Indian  has  a  certain  measure  of  reason  for  the  faith  in 
Paganism,  we  may  not  lightly  ignore  it.  We  must  recognize  it,  in 
order  to  get  so  at  rapport  with  his  thoughts  as  to  deal  successfully 
with  the  scheme  we  have  taken  in  hand  ;  to  wit,  that  Of  convincing 
him  of  the  merits  of  civilization.  As  General  Merrill  says,  "The 
failures  of  accomplishment  in  Indian  schools  and  missions  are,  in 
large  degree,  because  of  failure  on  the  part  of  the  good  and  devoted 
people  who  have  charge  of  them  to  appreciate  that  seed  is  fruitful 
only  when  the  soil  in  which  it  is  planted  is  suitably  prepared  for  its 
growth."  And  "you  must  first  change  him  from  the  savage,  with 
savage  ideas  and  aspirations,  to  the  civilized  man,  .  .  .  with  some 
knowledge  and  respect  for  the  essential  laws  of  civilized  human  asso- 
ciation." 

I  think  we  have  not  estimated  at  their  full  value  these  two  obsta- 
cles in  the  way  of  success:  i.  The  Indian's  reasonable  preference 
for  his  present  mode  of  life ;  and  2.  The  natural  longing  of  even 
educated  youth  to  return  to  their  kindred,  who  love  them,  and  to  the 
wild  and  easy  life  of  their  tribe. 

Entirely  do  I  agree  with  Captain  Pratt,  in  view  of  the  first  of  these 
conditions,  that  the  educated  boy  and  girl  should  not  be  plunged, 
warm  from  his  school,  into  a  cold  bath  of  savage  life  again,  without 
antidotes.  But,  in  view  of  the  second,  how  are  we  to  induce  most  of 
the  young  people  to  remain  amid  civilized  surroundings?  And  is 
there  any  modification  of  their  post-graduate  treatment  that  will  save 
the  education  they  have  gained,  and  apply  it  to  a  decent  life  of 
American  citizenship?  It  is  clearly  difficult  to  retain  the  valuable 
results  that  ought  to  flow  from  this  education  under  present  condi- 
tions. 

Three  plans  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  may  each  be  feasible 
under  the  varying  conditions  of  different  cases :  — 

1.  Placing  the  Indians,  after  the  completion  of  their  education, 
among  white  people,  either  at  wages  or  in  business  on  their  own 
account. 

2.  Colonizing  them  apart  on  tracts  of  land  secured  for  the  purpose, 
and  selling  or  renting  to  each  Indian  so  much  of  said  land  as  he  is 
able  and  willing  to  pay  for,  in  instalments  or  otherwise. 

3.  Setting  apart,  on  the  edge  of  the  reservation  of  each  tribe,  a 
sufficient  area  to  accommodate  returned  students  with  homes,  be- 
tween the  white  settlers  and  the  rest  of  their  tribe,  and  allotting, 
selling,  or  renting  an  adequate  portion  to  each  returned  student. 

The  first  of  these  is  Captain  Pratt's  plan.  His  outing  system 
paves  the  way  for  it.  I  believe  it  is  the  best  of  all,  when  it  can  be 
applied,  because  it  takes  the  Indian  away  from  retarding  influences 
completely,  and  keeps  him  surrounded  by  the  atmosphere  into  which 
the  school  has  introduced  him.  The  difficulty  is  to  apply  it,  for  the 
reasons  I  have  cited  above ;  namely,  the  parental  opposition  to 
permanent  alienation  of  his  child,  and  the  child's  longing  for  his 
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home.  And,  when  these  are  surmounted,  there  is  the  further  hard- 
ship to  him  of  residence  where  there  is  no  other  Indian  society,  no 
entirely  congenial  companionship,  especially  of  the  other  sex.  These 
are  causes  that  must  constantly  operate  to  deter  young  Indians  from 
accepting  permanent  residence  away  from  home,  unless  some  plan  of 
colonization  or  other  form  of  association  is  provided  by  which  they 
will  enjoy  familiar  society.  If  school  graduates  could  be  thus  settled 
in  pairs  or  in  groups,  which  perhaps  can  occasionally  be  done,  this 
objection  is  partially  removed ;  but  Indians  are  quite  as  social,  quite 
as  gregarious,  as  other  races.  There  is  nothing  with  them  in  the 
pagan  state  quite  equal  to  a  grand  feast  and  powwow,  with  plenty  of 
dog-soup  and  a  long  carouse. 

Everything  considered,  plan  two,  of  colonization  on  special  reserva- 
tions provided  for  educated  Indians,  seems  to  me  to  answer  the  pur- 
pose best,  and  to  be  at  the  same  time  a  feasible  plan.  The  young 
Indian  should  be  provided  by  the  government  with  a  house,  a  small 
tract  of  land,  and  a  few  implements  and  animals,  as  a  loan,  return- 
able in  instalments,  the  government  retaining  the  ownership,  or  a  lien 
on  this  property  until  paid  for.  Provision  should  be  made,  in  select- 
ing the  land,  for  a  village  of  sufficient  size  to  supply  patronage  to 
young  mechanics  of  various  trades, —  tailors,  shoemakers,  blacksmiths, 
carpenters,  etc.  Whites  need  not  be  excluded ;  but  some  control 
should  be  kept,  at  first,  if  not  permanently,  over  the  character  of 
white  settlers,  so  as  to  exclude  bad  or  designing  men.  Without  en- 
larging more  upon  this  plan,  it  is  enough  to  say  that  it  would  supply 
society  of  entirely  congenial  sort,  educated  and  refined  by  the  culture 
of  the  large  Indian  schools ;  and  there  need  be  no  reversion  to  barbar- 
ous conditions.  I  was  gratified  to  find  one  or  two  of  the  school  super- 
intendents to  whom  this  plan  had  also  occurred,  and  to  whose  judg- 
ment it  had  commended  itself.  This  was  the  case  with  Superintendent 
Lemmon,  of  the  school  at  Grand  Junction,  Col.  In  the  last  report 
of  Superintendent  Coppuck,  of  the  large  school  at  Chilocco,  I  find 
the  following  recommendation,  under  the  head  of  "  Our  Needs  and  the 
Future  " :  "  Open  up  small  farms  for  training  young  married  couples 
in  self-dependence,  toward  self-support,  under  a  farmer  and  visiting 
matron,  hoping  to  prepare  them  for  earning  a  subsistence  on  their 
claims  after  a  course  of  three  years  of  such  schooling." 

Mr.  Coppuck *s  suggestions  perhaps  had  reference  to  placing  the 
young  Indians  on  the  Chilocco  reservation,  where  there  are  8,640 
acres  of  fertile  prairie  land,  and  is  therefore  in  indorsement  of  the 
third  plan  referred  to  above.  It  is,  however,  in  line  with  the  recom- 
mendation to  colonize  educated  Indians  in  married  couples.  Mr. 
Lemmon's  idea  was  distinctly  in  favor  of  plan  two  for  distinct,  iso- 
lated, educated  reservations ;  for  he  suggested  South-west  Missouri  as 
a  favorable  location.  Such  locations  are  found  in  divers  sections  of 
the  country,  as  in  the  south-western  part  of  Massachusetts,  in  parts  of 
Vermont  and  New  Hampshire,  in  Southern  New  Jersey,  and  in  West 
Virginia  and  North  Carolina, — places  well  and  conveniently  situated, 
suitable  for  farming  and  stock-raising,  and  yet  where,  from  a  variety 
of  causes,  the  price  of  land  remains  cheap.  From  these  reservations 
there  would  be  no  objection  to  thrifty  and  prosperous  Indians  spread- 
ing into  the  surrounding  country,  or  migrating  to  where  richer  soil  or 


Digitized  by 


Google 


so 

proximity  to  markets  might  tempt  their  investment  of  accumulated 
money.  For  the  future  tendency  should  be  to  facilitate  the  most  per- 
fect freedom  for  civilized  Indians  to  go  and  come  wherever  they 
please,  and  exercise  all  the  rights  and  immunities  of  American 
liberty. 

The  third  alternative  presented  in  this  paper  has  some  advan- 
tages, conspicuously  that  of  exerting  a  reflex  influence  on  the  tribe 
itself.  To  settle  the  returned  students  on  a  strip  of  the  reservation 
itself  occupied  by  their  tribe,  preferably  on  that  part  of  it  contiguous 
to  white  settlements,  thus  making  a  buffer  between  white  civilization 
and  Indian  barbarism,  and  ultimately  perhaps  something  better,  a 
mediator,  a  reconciler,  is  a  plan  with  manifest  merits.  The  effect  on 
the  returned  student,  however,  would  not  probably  be  as  good  as  in 
either  of  the  other  two  methods.  It  would  be  too  near  to  a  barbarism 
for  which  he  would  have  filial  respect,  and  would  be  liable  to  its 
contagion.  On  the  other  hand,  it  would  be  easier  to  persuade  him  to 
adopt  it ;  and  he  would  at  the  same  time  enjoy  civilized  companion- 
ship and  support,  and  would  be  almost  certain  to  retain  more  of  what 
he  had  gained  than  if,  as  at  present,  he  were  simply  merged  again 
in  the  old  tribal  life.  During  the  tentative  period  of  the  colonization 
experiment  it  might  be  well  to  put  this  plan  to  a  full  and  fair  test, 
and  discover  whether  the  beneficial  effects  of  the  educated  reserva- 
tion on  the  tribe  surpassed  the  deleterious  effects  of  contact  with 
the  tribe  or  not  Excellent  opportunities  present  for  this  test,  for 
instance,  on  the  broad,  unoccupied  tract  of  land  between  Valentine, 
Neb.,  and  the  Rosebud  Agency,  and  also  on  that  part  of  the  Pine 
Ridge  reservation  between  the  Agency  and  Rushville,  Neb.,  using,  as 
illustrations  merely,  places  visited  by  the  writer  this  summer. 

A  modification  of  the  plan  is  that  proposed  by  Superintendent 
Coppuck,  of  settling  educated  young  Indians  on  tracts  of  land  con- 
nected with  the  schools,  and  keeping  them  under  tutelage.  There 
are  not  many  schools  with  enough  ground  to  spare  from  farm-school 
uses  for  this  purpose.  It  is  the  case,  however,  at  Chilocco,  Okl., 
and  at  Fort  Lewis,  Col.  Mr.  Coppuck*s  proposition  was  limited  to 
three  years,  and  is  good  as  far  as  it  goes,  but  in  that  form  does  not 
meet  the  requirements  of  a  settled  and  permanent  life.  I  would 
prefer  that  modification  of  the  plan,  making  the  residence  permanent, 
and  permitting  the  Indian  to  acquire  the  land. 

Before  concluding,  let  us  revert  a  moment  to  the  very  difficult 
problem  how  to  eradicate  barbarism  on  the  reservation  under  "  the 
Indian's  reasonable  preference  for  his  present  mode  of  life,"  just  to 
emphasize  three  points :  One,  that  people  often  judge  of  the  Indian's 
progress  by  the  wrong  standards.  Dress  is  one  of  these.  As  if  the 
wearing  of  a  moccasin,  which,  after  all,  is  a  beautiful  slipper,  easy  to 
the  foot,  a  specific  against  corns  and  bunions,  and  allowing  the 
muscles  and  sinews  their  natural  and  healthful  play,  were  a  sin,  and 
our  hard  and  uncomfortable  boots  a  Christian  virtue!  The  Indian's 
dress,  when  he  is  clad,  is  not  so  irrational,  and  ought  not  to  be  taken 
as  an  index  of  the  degree  of  his  enlightenment.  Secondly,  that  it  is 
probable  a  much  greater  change  is  going  on,  and  has  taken  place  in 
his  ideas,  than  we  have  any  conception  of ;  and,  remembering  how 
long  it  has  taken  to  convert  the  Briton  of  Boadicea's  days  into  an 
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EDglishman  of  the  Victorian  era,  we  have  cause  to  congratulate  our- 
selves on  the  marvellous  change  already  accomplished  in  the  North 
American  Indian.  And  yet,  thirdly,  for  reasons  already  given,  no 
other  process  whatever  is  likely  to  succeed  in  civilizing  Uie  latter 
wiih  anjrthing  like  the  rapidity  with  which  it  will  be  effected  by  edu- 
cation of  the  rising  generation  ;  and  our  thought  must  be  turned  to 
insuring  the  retention  by  each  generation  of  what  they  gain.  We  are 
making  an  incalculable  waste  of  means  if  the  millions  expended  on 
this  education  do  not  redeem  the  beneficiaries  from  savage  life.  It 
is  sunk,  in  that  case,  in  a  bottomless  slough  of  barbarism,  like  £un- 
yan's  cartloads  of  instruction  in  the  Slough  of  Despond.  The  civili- 
zation attained  by  the  schools  needs  to  be  clinched  and  riveted  into 
the  generation  more  than  has  been  done  yet,  and  its  healthy  prin- 
ciple made  not  only  as  epidemic,  but  as  chronic,  as  the  Paganism  it 
supplants.  Therefore,  I  say,  we  need  a  mordant, —  something  that 
will  fix  and  fashion  the  education  on  each  generation,  with  a  ratchet 
attachment  to  the  dye,  so  that  the  deleterious  and  sulphurous  influence 
of  the  barbarous  "old  man,  which  is  corrupt,"  shall  not  be  to  make 
this  attained  civilization  fugitive,  but  solid  and  perpetual.  We  want 
not  only  to  find  this  mordant,  but  to  avoid  solvents.  We  do  not 
want  to  do  anything  which,  by  our  own  act,  will  destroy  all  that  we 
have  wisely  done  ;  and  the  question  which  I  submit  is  whether,  in 
sending  the  educated  Indian  back  into  the  heart  of  his  tribe,  we  are 
not  doing  this  very  thing,  and  plunging  his  newly  acquired  civilization 
into  a  solvent  that  will  dissolve  it  away. 

President  Gates. —  What  is  wanted  is  a  "  fast  color  "  in  education. 
The  influence  of  a  rising  philosopher  on  the  tribe,  whether  he  is 
educated  at  Carlisle  or  at  Harvard,  might  be  tested  practically  for  us 
if  we  were  to  ask  ourselves  how  abiding  and  overmastering  would  be 
the  influence  of  a  college  boy,  newly  indoctrinated  with  tariff  reform, 
who  should  walk  into  a  congress  of  old  Republican  leaders  to  con- 
vince them  that  his  new  way  was  the  better  way !  It  is  evident  that 
this  indisposition  to  be  immediately  influenced  by  indoctrinated 
youth  is  not  confined  to  the  Indian  race  I  Let  us  listen  hopefully  to 
the  next  speaker,  who  is  to  deal  with  "  Compulsory  Education." 


COMPULSORY   EDUCATION. 

BY    GENERAL   T.   J.    MORGAN. 

We  must  either  fight  the  Indians,  or  feed  them,  or  educate  them. 
To  fight  them  is  cruel ;  to  feed  them  is  wasteful ;  to  educate  them  is 
humane,  economic,  and  Christian.  We  have  forced  upon  them — I 
use  the  term  not  in  any  offensive  sense  —  citizenship,  and  we  are 
limiting  severely  the  period  of  preparation.  Unless  they  can  be 
educated  for  the  proper  discharge  of  their  duties  and  for  the  enjoy- 
ment of  their  privileges  as  citizens,  they  will  fail  to  be  properly 
benefited  by  the  boon   that   we   are  conferring  upon   them.     The 
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government  of  the  United  States  has  at  large  expense  provided  accom- 
modations for  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  thousand  of  their  children  in 
schools  maintained  wholly  or  in  part  by  the  government.  The  people 
will  not  long  continue  to  expend  these  two  and  a  quarter  million 
dollars  a  year  for  the  education  of  these  children  if  those  to  whom  it 
is  offered  are  unwilling  to  accept  it.  If  they  refuse  to  send  their 
children  to  school,  these  schools  will  be  closed ;  and  the  people  who 
have  been  made  citizens  will  be  thrown  upon  themselves,  and  be  left 
to  survive  or  perish,  according  to  their  individual  inclination.  A 
large  body  of  them  to-day  are  unwilling  to  send  their  children  to 
school.  The  schools  are  open,  they  offer  to  them  every  facility  for 
learning  English,  they  offer  them  free  board,  free  tuition,  free  cloth- 
ing, free  medical  care.  Everything  is  freely  offered,  they  are  urged 
to  come,  but  they  refuse  ;  and  there  is  growing  up,  under  the  shadow 
of  these  institutions  of  learning,  a  new  generation  of  savages.  We 
are  confronted,  then,  with  this  simple  proposition :  Shall  we  allow 
the  growth  of  another  generation  of  barbarians,  or  shall  we  compel 
the  children  to  enter  these  schools  to  be  trained  to  intelligence  and 
industry  ?  That  is  practically  the  question  that  confronts  the  Indian 
Office  now. 

Let  me  illustrate :  At  Fort  Hall  in  Idaho,  where  the  Shoshones 
and  the  Bannacks  are,  there  is  a  school  population  of  about  two 
hundred  and  fifty.  The  people  are  degraded.  They  wander  about 
in  the  mountains.  Their  women  do  most  of  what  little  work  is  done. 
They  live  in  a  beastly  way  (I  use  the  term  thoughtfully,  I  have  seen 
it);  and  they  are  refusing  to  send  their  children  to  school.  We  have 
spent  thousands  of  dollars  in  making  the  school  at  Fort  Hall  one  of 
the  most  attractive  reservation  schools  that  is  anywhere  to  be  found. 
We  have  two  thousand  acres  under  fence.  We  have  a  large  herd  of 
cattle,  and  we  have  a  noble  body  of  employees.  We  are  pleading 
with  these  people  to  put  their  children  in  school  on  the  reservation, 
almost  within  sight  of  their  own  homes,  within  twenty  or  thirty  miles' 
ride  of  any  part  of  the  reservation  ;  but  they  say :  "  No.  The  medi- 
cinemen say  it  is  bad  medicine."     Now,  shall  we  compel  them  ? 

In  Fort  Yuma  the  Indians  live  in  the  sand,  like  lizards,  and  have 
till  recently  gone  almost  naked.  They  send  their  children  to  the 
school  till  they  reach  the  age  of  ten  or  eleven  years.  Then  they  are 
out,  the  girls  roaming  at  will  in  that  vicinity,  the  boys  loafing  about 
the  miserable  village  of  Yuma,  wearing  their  hair  long  and  going 
back  to  the  ways  of  the  camp.  One  of  the  saddest  things  I  ever  at- 
tended was  an  Indian  mourning  feast  on  that  reservation,  within  sight 
of  that  school.  Now,  the  question  for  me  is.  Shall  I  compel  those 
children  to  enter  school,  to  receive  a  preparation  for  citizenship  ? 

At  San  Carlos  are  the  Apaches,  who  are  regarded  as  the  most  vi- 
cious of  the  Indians  with  whom  we  have  to  deal.  They  are  held 
practically  as  prisoners,  the  San  Carlos  Agency  being  under  con- 
trol of  the  military.  For  years  there  has  been  a  military  officer  in 
command,  supported  by  two  or  three  companies  of  colored  soldiers. 
The  conditions  on  that  reservation  are  simply  deplorable,  and  I  would 
not  dare  in  this  audience  to  more  than  allude  to  the  conditions  exist- 
ing there.  These  people  decline  to  send  their  children  to  school ;  but 
I  have  within  the  last  twelve  months    taken  from  that  reservation 
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about  two  hundred  of  them.  They  are  to-day  well  fed  and  properly 
clothed,  are  happy  and  contented,  and  making  good  progress.  Did  I 
do  right  ? 

Voices. — Yes!    Yes! 

Gen.  Morgan. —  I  must  illustrate  by  numerous  other  instances. 
We  have  provided  these  schools  for  the  benefit  of  the  children,  not, 
primarily,  for  our  own  benefit  We  have  done  it  in  order  that  they 
may  be  brought  into  relationship  with  the  civilization  of  the  nineteenth 
century.  It  is  an  expression  of  the  sentiment  that  is  generated  here 
on  these  mountains.  It  comes,  I  believe,  from  God.  Now,  then,  the 
question  is  simply.  Shall  we  say  that,  after  having  made  this  abun- 
dant provision  and  having  offered  it  to  the  children,  we  will  allow 
those  who  are  still  savages  in  their  instincts,  barbarians  in  their 
habits,  rooted  to  their  conservatism, —  that  we  will  allow  them  to  keep 
their  children  out  of  these  institutions  of  learning,  in  order  that  they 
may  be  prevented  from  becoming  like  white  men  and  women  ? 

I  say,  No;  and  I  say  it  for  these  reasons:  We  owe  it  to  these 
children  to  see  to  it  that  they  shall  have  the  advantages  of  these 
schools.  We  owe  it  to  their  children  that  are  to  come  after  them 
that  they  shall  be  born  of  educated  parents,  and  not  of  savages.  We 
owe  it  to  the  old  people  themselves.  The  most  pitiful  things  that  I 
have  been  confronted  with  on  the  Indian  reservations  are  the  old 
men  and  old  women,  wrinkled,  blind,  and  wretched,  living  on  the  ash- 
heap,  having  no  care,  with  no  protection,  turned  out  to  die.  The 
other  day,  as  I  stood  by  the  side  of  that  little  Santee  girl,  her  father  said 
to  me,  as  he  pointed  out  an  old  wrinkled  woman,  "  My  mamma";  and 
a  most  horrible  creature  she  was.  We  owe  it  to  these  people  to  edu- 
cate their  children,  so  that  they  can  go  back  to  their  homes  and  take 
care  of  the  fathers  and  mothers  who  are  no  longer  able  to  take  care 
of  themselves.  We  owe  it  to  ourselves.  We  have  undertaken  to  do 
this  work :  we  have  laid  aside  sentiment ;  we  have  laid  aside  every- 
thing except  regard  for  the  welfare  of  the  children,  and  simply  said, 
This  thing  ought  to  be  done.  Now,  I  say  the  one  step  remaining  is 
for  us  to  say  that  it  shall  be  done. 

I  would  first  make  the  schools  as  attractive  as  they  can  be  made, 
and  would  win  these  children,  so  far  as  possible,  by  kindness  and 
persuasion.  I  would  put  them  first  into  the  schools  near  home,  into 
the  day  schools,  if  there  are  any,  or  into  the  reservation  boarding-schools, 
where  there  'are  such.  Where  it  is  practicable,  I  would  allow  them 
large  liberty  as  to  whether  they  shall  go  to  a  government  school  or  a 
private  school.  I  would  bring  to  bear  upon  them  such  influences  as 
would  secure  their  acceptance  voluntarily  wherever  it  could  be  done. 
I  would  then  use  the  Indian  police  if  necessary.  I  would  withhold 
from  them  rations  and  supplies  where  those  are  furnished,  if  that  were 
needed ;  and  when  every  other  means  was  exhausted,  when  I  could 
not  accomplish  the  work  in  any  other  way,  I  would  send  a  troop  of 
United  States  soldiers,  not  to  seize  them,  but  simply  to  be  present  as 
an  expression  of  the  power  of  the  government.  Then  I  would  say  to 
these  people,  "  Put  your  children  in  school  " ;  and  they  would  do  it. 
There  would  be  no  warfare.  At  Fort  Hall  to-day,  if  there  were  present 
a  sergeant  or  a  lieutenant,  with  ten  mounted  soldiers,  simply  camped 
there,  and  I  sent  out  to  those  Indians  and  told  them  that  within  ten 
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days  every  child  of  school  age  must  be  in  school,  they  would  be  there. 
Shall  it  be  done  ?  It  will  be  done  if  public  sentiment  demands  it :  it 
will  not  be  done  if  public  sentiment  does  not. 

President  Gates. —  Do  it ! 

Now  we  are  to  hear  from  Miss  Alice  Robertson,  who  needs  no 
introduction  to  this  Conference  or  to  the  Christian  people  of  the 
country. 

Miss  Robertson. —  As  I  have  before  said  here,  it  seems  to  me  that 
we  discuss  the  subject  of  Indian  affairs  too  much  as  an  abstract  idea,  a 
theory.  If  we  could  only  think  of  the  Indians  as  real  people,  as  indi- 
viduals, as  they  who  once  held  all  this  vast  country  that  is  now  ours, 
and  by  whose  poverty  we  are  rich,  it  seems  to  me  that  we  should 
come  nearer  to  the  real  question. 

I  have  been  asked  to  speak  on  the  subject  of  Returned  Students. 
We  have  not  many  returned  students  among  the  five  civilized  tribes, 
as  the  government  training  schools  are  not  open  to  them.  At  one 
time  twenty-five  Creek  children  were  allowed  to  go  to  Carlisle. 

Most  of  these  have  done  very  well.  One  of  the  boys  is  speaker  of 
the  Lower  House  in  the  Creek  Legislature,  another  is  national  tax 
collector.  Most  of  the  girls  have  married  well,  part  of  them  have 
been  teachers.  A  few,  both  boys  and  girls,  have  done  badly ;  but  they 
are  in  the  minority. 

I  think  a  mistake  we  make  is  in  expecting  too  rapid  results. 
There  are  those  who  say  that  the  whole  Indian  people  may  be  edu- 
cated and  uplifted  to  a  thoroughly  civilized  life  in  a  single  generation. 
I  do  not  believe  this.  We  must  have  patience,  and  work  on  hope- 
fully in  spite  of  the  discouragements  of  seeming  failure.  We  must 
remember  that  really  good  work  is  slow  work.  What  is  quickly  done 
is  usually  no  less  quickly  undone.  I  am  neither  surprised  nor  dis- 
couraged by  what  we  have  just  been  hearing  about  the  condition  of 
returned  students.  It  is  hardly  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  influence 
of  heredity,  of  environment,  the  love  of  friends,  the  strong  power 
of  early  associations,  should  together  prove  more  potent  than  the 
influence  of  the  few  years  spent  as  "a  stranger  in  a  strange 
land." 

Should  it  be  reported  here  that  all  returned  students,  or  even 
nearly  all,  were  doing  well,  we  should  have  reason  to  doubt  the  correct- 
ness of  the  statements.  We  have  no  right  to  expect  more  from  the 
Indians  than  we  do  from  our  own  people,  and  not  all  college-bred 
men  become  successful  or  even  useful  in  after  life.  But  none  of  the 
work  is  lost.  It  may  seem  to  have  been  ineffectual ;  but,  like  the 
"bread  cast  upon  the  waters,"  it  will  be  found  after  many  days. 
There  will  always  have  been  some  healthful  influence,  no  matter  how 
thoroughly  the  student  may  have  seemed  to  return  to  former  condi- 
tions. 

When  I  was  quite  a  young  girl,  in  the  mission  school  under  my 
father's  care  were  two  very  dull  little  boys.  Hopelessly  stupid  they 
seemed,  so  that  they  could  not  keep  up  with  others ;  and,  finally,  they 
were  given  over  to  me  to  be  incessantly  drilled.  What  a  task  it  was ! 
How  I  used  to  go  over  and  over  and  over  the  simplest  lesson,  and 
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with  such  little  success  1     Finally,  they  drifted  out  of  the  school  with- 
out having  seemed  really  to  learn  anything. 

Many  years  afterwards,  when  we  were  beginning  a  new  school  out 
among  the  Creek  full-bloods,  among  the  throng  gathered  upon  the 
opening  day  was  a  decently  dressed  man,  who  greeted  me  with  de- 
lighted recognition  and  such  expression  of  pleasure  as  is  quite  un- 
usual among  these  people.  I  tried  in  vain  to  imagine  who  he  could 
possibly  be,  but  was  no  less  astonished  than  delighted  to  find  that  he 
was  one  of  my  stupid  little  boys  of  long  ago.  He  had  a  little  farm, 
was  a  town  chief,  and  now  had  come  to  bring  his  eldest  boy  to 
school.  This  boy  was  well  dressed,  and  very  bright-looking,  and 
afterwards  made  a  capital  student. 

We  may  be  sure  that  no  effort  is  really  lost.  The  young  people 
who  go  back  to  their  tribes  make  a  better  atmosphere  about  them. 
The  next  generation  will  show  results  that  this  does  not. 

1  did  not  like  a  proposition  that  was  made  yesterday, —  that  of 
entirely  taking  the  little  ones  from  the  mission  to  the  government 
schools,  with  the  suggestion  that  mission  schools  confine  themselves 
to  the  higher  education  of  the  young  people  after  they  shall  have  fin- 
ished their  course  in  the  government  schools.  We  do  not  want  to 
give  up  the  little  ones.  The  earlier  years  are  the  impressible  ones, 
and  it  is  then  we  must  give  practical  Christian  training.  If  the  gov- 
ernment can  only  do  a  part  of  this  work  and  desires  the  aid  of  the 
churches,  why  not  give  to  them  the  earlier  training,  itself  providing 
for  the  finishing  education  ?  We  all  know  how  lasting  are  the  impres- 
sions made  in  early  childhood.  If,  as  we  believe,  a  Christian  educa- 
tion is  the  best  education  for  the  Indians  as  for  all  other  people,  it 
should  begin  as  early  as  possible.  We  want  opportunity  to  mould 
and  to  form  character,  not  simply  to  polish  off  the  work  of  others. 
And,  then,  too,  the  work  of  the  government  and  of  the  churches  is 
done  in  a  different  way.  The  government  makes  appropriations  from 
the  public  treasury  for  the  educational  work  it  does.  The  work  of 
the  churches  is  done  through  the  gifts  of  many.  It  comes  through 
the  personal  sacrifice  often  of  people  of  moderate  means,  who,  like 
Froebel,  "love  God  and  little  children.*'  Their  belief  in,  their  sym- 
pathy for,  our  Indian  mission  work  is  in  proportion  as  it  lies  in  this 
direction.  In  the  church  under  whose  auspices  it  is  ray  privilege  to 
work,  the  raising  of  funds  for  our  mission  school  work  is  left  entirely 
to  the  women.  I  am  sure  that  the  mother  hearts,  so  quick  to  re- 
spond when  we  are  trying  to  care  for  the  little  ones,  would  not  be 
stirred  as  deeply  in  behalf  of  higher  education,  so  that  we  should  find 
we  could  not  make  this  change  of  work. 

But  why  could  not  the  government  provide  for  higher  education  ? 
It  has  its  West  Point,  where  students  are  received,  upon  examination, 
who  have  been  previously  trained  in  other  schools ;  why  could  not 
some  such  system  be  applied  to  its  Indian  educational  work  ? 

Mr.  Smiley  spoke  yesterday  of  his  desire  that  an  institution  might 
be  founded  and  endowed  for  the  higher  education  of  our  Indian 
young  men  and  women.  I  most  earnestly  wish  that  a  movement 
might  be  begun  in  this  direction,  not,  however,  in  the  establishment 
and  endowment  of  an  institution  for  the  education  of  Indians  exclu- 
sively, but  rather  in  the  establishment  of  a  fund  to  be  used  as  scholar- 
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ships  for  individuals ;  not  to  send  young  IndianaOo  associate  entirely 
with  Indians,  "  comparing  themselves  with  themselves,"  but  scattered 
here  and  there,  singly,  or  at  most  in  groups  of  two  or  three  among 
your  own  schools  and  colleges.  Thus  they  would  have  the  benefit, 
the  stimulus,  of  contact,  of  association,  of  competition,  with  a  higher 
culture  than  their  own.  And  so  I  would  favor  the  inauguration  of  an 
effort  in  the  direction  of  assisting  especially  promising  young  men 
and  women  in  securing  training  for  lives  of  greater  usefulness.  I 
would  have  this  done  with  the  utmost  care.  I  should  make  it  diffi- 
cult to  secure  this  aid,  allowing  it  only  after  students  have  shown 
will  power,  endurance,  and  perseverance  in  overcoming  obstacles.  I 
would  not  persuade  any  of  them  to  accept  an  education,  and  by  in- 
judicious kindness  lead  them  into  dependent  lives,  to  come  gradually 
to  believe,  through  the  way  in  which,  without  individual  effort,  they 
have  been  cared  for,  that  the  world  or  the  government  "  owes  them 
a  living."  I  have  feared  this  was  too  often  the  tendency  in  the  case 
of  returned  students  who  expect  easy  agency  places  with  good  salary, 
and,  there  not  being  enough  for  all,  discouraged,  "go  back  to  the 
blanket."  If  they  are  to  have  lives  filled  with  sternest  conflict,  their 
training  for  civilized  warfare  should  be  like  that  of  their  own  people 
in  fitting  the  young  warrior  for  his  destined  future.  He  is  early 
taught  to  endure  pain  and  hunger.  Warriors,  unlike  poets,  are  made, 
not  born  ;  and  success  must  be  sought  beyond  rugged  hills  of  diffi- 
culty over  which  the  aspirant  fights  his  way,  instead  of  being  "  borne 
on  flowery  beds  of  ease." 

And  so,  as  far  as  possible,  I  would  make  our  promising  young 
Indian  youth  "work  out  their  own  salvation."  I  would  have  these 
scholarships  open  only  to  those  whose  past  record  has  shown  a  strong 
purpose,  an  ability  to  overcome ;  and  I  would  have  them  the  reward 
of  success  in  competitive  examinations. 

President  Gates. —  Ought  we  not  to  start  that  here  thi's  year  ? 

Miss  Robertson. —  I  feel  very  strongly  upon  this  subject  because 
of  my  desire  to  obtain  such  opportunities  for  some  of  the  brightest  of 
the  girls  in  our  school  at  Muskogee.  I  have  been  very  anxious  that 
bright,  promising  girls  who  were  to  become  teachers  should  have  at 
least  one  year  of  life  outside  of  the  Territory  before  going  out  into 
life's  struggle.  In  no  other  way  can  they  obtain  such  knowledge  of 
the  relative  value  of  things  as  by  being  thrown  entirely  outside  all 
previous  associations.  As  a  usual  thing,  the  interest  shown  in  my 
girls,  when  people  have  seen  their  bright  faces  in  photographs,  have 
heard  of  their  intellectual  progress  and  their  promise  of  becoming 
useful  women,  has  suddenly  collapsed  when  I  began  to  suggest  the 
practical  interest  of  spending  some  money  to  help  equip  these  girls 
for  doing  better  work.  Among  my  girls  was  the  daughter  of  Captain 
Sixkiller,  who  was  chief  of  Indian  police  for  all  the  eastern  part  of 
the  Indian  Territory.  He  was  a  man  of  dauntless  courage,  a  perfect 
terror  to  evil-doers,  who  did  his  duty  without  fear  or  favor.  He  was 
most  foully  assassinated  in  revenge  for  an  arrest  made  in  the  line  of 
his  duty,  and,  dying  thus,  left  a  helpless  family. 

The  daughter,  who  came  under  my  care,  showed  marked  ability. 
In  scholarship  and  deportment  her  record  was  most  excellent ;  and  I 
shall  never  forget  her  faithfulness  on  the  occasion  of  an  outbreak  of 
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fever.  With  tiraiess  unselfishness  she  watched  beside  the  sick  until 
her  pale  face  admonished  me,  just  in  time,  of  her  too  great  self-forget- 
fulness.  I  tried  very  hard,  but  vainly,  to  obtain  for  her  the  advan- 
tages she  was  so  well  worthy  of  receiving.  She  is  now  teaching,  and, 
I  understand,  quite  successfully. 

Cannot  some  one  take  up  this  idea  of  a  fund  for  the  higher  educa- 
tion of  such  students  ?  Would  not  this  be  a  practical  way  of  show- 
ing that  we  are  really  interested  in  the  Indian  people  ? 

And  now  do  not  be  discouraged  about  work  for  the  Indians,  even 
though  this  work  is  not  all  brightness.  Life  is  not  all  sunshine :  there 
must  be  shadow,  too ;  but,  encouraged  by  the  sunshine,  undaunted  by 
the  shadow,  let  us  press  on  to  greater  effort.  If  these  people  were 
already  all  that  we  would  have  them,  possessed  of  the  Christian 
virtues  and  graces,  there  would  be  no  occasion  for  effort,  even  this 
Mohonk  Conference  would  be  unnecessary  j  but  what  we  have  heard 
assures  us  of  much  work  still  to  be  done.  Let  us  take  courage  and 
go  on,  doing  all  that  lies  in  our  power  toward  its  accomplishment. 

Mr.  Edwin  Ginn,  of  Boston,  moved  the  creation  of  a  fund  by 
this  Conference,  to  be  called  the  Mohonk  Fund,  and  to  be  devoted 
to  the  education,  at  schools  in  the  East,  of  such  specially  qualified 
pupils  as  Miss  Robertson  had  described. 

The  motion  was  unanimously  adopted,  and  the  President  appointed 
the  following  committee  on  the  fund :  Hon.  Rowland  Hazard,  Mr. 
Edwin  Ginn,  Miss  Alice  M.  Robertson,  Mr.  Moses  Pierce,  and  Mr. 
Job  Jackson. 

President  Gates. —  Now  we  are  to  hear  from  Miss  Cook,  the 
"walking  encyclopaedia"  of  Indian  affairs.  There  is  nothing  con- 
nected with  the  Indian  Department  that  she  does  not  know,  and  few 
good  things  there  that  she  has  not  helped  to  do. 


FIELD     MATRONS. 

BY   MISS    EMILY   S.    COOK. 

Miss  Fletcher  has  said  that  an  allotment  is  only  a  site  for  a  home. 
One  might  go  a  little  further,  and  say  that  a  house  is  only  a  place  for 
a  home.  When  you  take  a  board  house  of  one  room,  put  in  it  one 
window,  and  have  that  window  liberally  smeared  with  dirt,  the  floor 
partly  boards  and  partly  earth,  and  a  roof  that  will  leak  most  of  the 
time  when  it  rains ;  then  if  you  put  in  a  stove  to  replace  the  open  fire 
of  the  tepee,  and  close  every  outlet,  and  put  in  men  and  women,  old 
and  young,  sick  and  well,  persons  and  animals, —  the  improvement  of 
the  house  over  the  tepee  is  not  at  all  manifest.  It  is  a  breeding- 
place  for  disease,  and  by  no  means  a  hot-bed  of  civilization.  Indeed, 
as  it  comes  to  be  recognized,  one  feels  inclined  to  give  the  definition, 
**  Home  is  where  soap  is." 
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An  Indian  man  has  a  farmer  who  tells  him  how  to  build  his  fences, 
and  when  to  plant  his  seeds,  and  how  to  draw  the  furrows,  and  how 
to  work  in  the  shops  and  forges  and  in  the  mill ;  and  it  is  not 
expected  that  his  boy  will  learn  all  this  in  school,  and  that  he  can 
wait  to  die,  and  let  his  boy  take  his  place  and  carry  out  the  lessons. 
The  man  himself  has  instructors  furnished  him  by  government  and 
by  missionary  societies.  The  boy  and  girl  are  put  into  school.  But 
the  Indian  woman  is  very  largely  neglected.  The  Indian  woman, 
like  the  white  woman,  is  conservative.  She  is  used  to  doing  hard 
work,  to  being  put  in  the  background,  and  not  used  to  being  aggres- 
sive j  and  she  is  dominated  by  the  fashion.  It  takes  a  great  deal  of 
patience  and  effort  to  reach  the  Indian  woman.  I  do  not  think  that 
orderliness  and  cleanliness,  and  all  the  gifts  and  graces  which  go  to 
make  a  home,  are  always  intuitive :  a  woman's  instincts  will  fail  her 
sometimes,  without  a  previous  education  to  help  her  out. 

To  a  small  extent,  the  government  has  realized  that  the  Indian 
woman  is  susceptible  to  influence  and  improvement,  and  that  she 
loves  her  children,  and  will  do  for  their  sake  what  she  would  not  do 
for  herself.  It  has  done  this  by  making  provision,  within  a  few  years, 
for  field  matrons.  Last  year  thirty-five  hundred  dollars  was  appro- 
priated for  field  matrons,  whose  especial  work  should  be  to  go  among 
the  Indian  women  on  the  reservations,  and  to  teach  them  in  their  homes 
the  arts  of  home  life, —  how  to  make  soap,  to  scrub  floors,  to  make 
bread,  to  make  beds,  to  broil  and  bake  instead  of  always  frying, 
how  to  care  for  their  children,  how  to  make  sickness  something  less 
than  a  horror  to  the  patient,  and  in  all  ways  practicable,  and  some 
almost  impracticable,  to  give  the  Indian  woman  an  idea  of  what  can 
be  and  should  be  in  a  home.  The  Indian  man  can  look  over  his 
neighbor's  fence  and  see  how  things  are  done.  The  Indian  woman 
cannot  look  in  at  her  white  neighbor's  window :  she  must  have  some 
one  come  into  her  house  and  explain  it.  And  the  field  matron  has 
been  provided  for  that  purpose.  It  has  been  tried  now  upon  eleven 
reservations,*  supplemented  by  teachers  of  domestic  economy, — 
different,  not  in  the  work  they  are  to  do,  but  in  the  fund  from  which 
their  salaries  are  paid.  Mrs.  Dorchester  has  been  interested  in  this, 
and  has  spoken  very  pleasantly  of  the  work  done  in  the  Yakama 
reservation.  She  h^s  begged  to  have  one  sent  to  the  Zuiiis  in 
Arizona,  who  live  more  like  ants  in  an  anthill  than  like  human  beings. 
A  good  deal  is  being  done  among  the  Moquis  in  Arizona,  who  are 
now  leaving  their  houses  of  many  stories,  and  building  for  themselves 
separate  homes,  surrounded  by  little  gardens.  The  government  is  not 
able  to  answer  many  of  these  calls  on  account  of  the  small  appropriation. 
But  it  has  been  increased  this  year  to  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  and 
the  aim  of  the  government  is  to  send  field  matrons  to  places  where 
the  conditions  are  those  of  the  transition  period.  It  is  of  no  use  to 
send  them  to  the  tepees  and  to  the  old  savage  lines  of  life;  but, 
where  allotments  are  being  made  and  houses  built  and  new  ways 
introduced,  then  is  just  the  time  for  the  field  matron  to  save  the 
Indian  woman  from  utter  discouragement  because  she  has  not  the 
appliances  of  civilized  life  and  does  not  know  how  to  get  them  nor 

*  Yakama,  Navajo,  Seger  Creek,  Moqui,  Jicarilla,  Pine  Ridge,  Rosebad,  Kickapoo,  Suppai, 
Santee,  Mission  Indians. 
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what  she  wants.  For  she  is  receptive,  and  can  easily  be  made  to 
know  these  things  by  a  kind  womanly  tact  and  friendship. 

The  field  matron  must  have  all  the  virtues  and  most  of  the  graces. 
She  must  be  somewhat  mature  in  years,  must  possess  tact,  judgment, 
winning  ways,  must  be  very  strong  physically,  and  utterly  indifferent  to 
personal  comfort ;  and  the  government  has  assured  the  possession  of 
these  qualities  by  making  the  salary  as  low  as  sixty  dollars  a  month. 
The  missionary  societies  and  the  Women's  Indian  Associations  have 
nominated  the  women  for  these  appointments. 

There  are  many  hindrances  to  this  sort  of  education.  The  appli- 
ances which  the  field  matron  needs  are  numerous.  She  may  have  to 
go  long  distances,  and  needs  means  of  transportation  ;  she  ought  to 
have  some  sort  of  house  to  which  women  can  come  in  groups  and 
learn  the  ways  of  a  civilized  home ;  and  she  ought  to  have  a  place 
where  she  can  help  particularly  the  returned  students.  I  do  not 
know  any  place  where  a  field  matron  can  do  more  work  than  by  put- 
ting out  an  encouraging  hand  to  a  boy  or  a  girl  who  has  come  back 
to  the  fire-damp  of  reservation  life  till  he  gets  a  little  breath  to  go  on. 
She  can  organize  Lend  a  Hand  Clubs,  she  can  be  a  centre  of  in- 
fluence. 

It  might  be  asked  how  this  differs  from  a  missionary.  I  do  not 
think  it  differs  at  all.  It  is  only  an  official  missionary.  It  might 
also  be  urged  that  the  reservations  are  many,  and  the  homes  are  still 
more  numerous,  and  a  few  field  matrons  cannot  do  anything  which 
will  make  an  impression  on  the  mass.  That  also  might  be  true : 
only,  as  Miss  Fletcher  has  said,  persons  who  are  ready  for  it  may  be 
given  a  push  forward  which  will  enable  them  to  take  such  a  stand 
that  they  can  be  of  use  to  those  around  them,  and  in  homes  which 
she  cannot  reach,  so  that  there  will  be  a  contagion  of  home-making 
on  the  reservation. 

Mrs.  Darwin  R.  James. —  I  visited  the  matron  at  the  Yakama 
reservation,  and  was  intensely  interested  in  her  work.  She  was  in 
full  accord  with  the  teachers,  the  superintendent,  and  the  agent  j  and 
I  saw  in  her  home  garments  which  she  was  planning  to  aid  the 
women  in  making.  She  was  not  only  a  friend  to  the  women,  she 
was  a  help  to  the  men  in  advising  them  about  their  farming.  I  have 
felt  for  some  time  that  this  is  a  solution  of  the  question,  What  can  be 
done  to  help  the  returned  students  ?  We  do  not  want  to  open  a  new 
reservation  for  them.  We  want  these  returned  students  to  mingle 
with  their  white  neighbors ;  but  we  want  to  make  the  transition  easy 
from  their  school  life,  with  their  acquired  tastes,  back  to  their  old 
life.  I  think  the  solution  is  in  field  matrons.  The  Women's  Indian 
Associations  might  do  good  by  supporting  these  field  matrons,  for  the 
government  appropriation  is  not  sufficient.  At  the  same  time  I  want 
to  bear  testimony  to  the  admirable  teachers  in  the  government 
schools  which  I  visited.  I  was  prejudiced  against  the  government 
schools,  but  I  must  confess  that  my  prejudice  has  vanished.  I  can- 
not now  recall  a  teacher  or  a  superintendent  whom  I  should  wish  re- 
moved. 

Miss  Fletcher. —  If  I  am  not  wrong,  Mrs.  Dorchester's  interest 
in  field  matrons  was  aroused  by  her  observation  of  the  work  of  Miss 


Digitized  by 


Google 


6o 

Kate  McBeth,  who  has  labored  among  the  women  of  the  Nez  Percys 
tribe  for  fourteen  years,  and  has  very  largely  revolutionized  their 
mode  of  living. 

Now,  will  you  allow  me  to  come  back  to  the  schools  ?  When  I 
was  once  at  Hampton,  in  the  carpenter-shops  I  saw  the  girls  working 
there ;  and  I  was  more  pleased  with  that  than  with  anything  else  I 
saw.  I  do  assure  you  that,  if  in  your  industrial  schools  you  will  make 
the  girls  a  part  of  the  working  force  of  the  shops,  you  will  do  a  very 
large  service  in  the  matter  of  Indian  homes.  Anybody  who  knows 
anything  about  pioneer  life  knows  that  the  woman  has  to  meet  all 
sorts  of  conditions.  A  woman  must  know  how  to  saw  a  board,  to 
drive  a  nail,  and  do  any  other  necessary  repairs.  For  bread-making 
it  is  necessary  to  have  a  table.  You  cannot  make  raised  bread  on 
the  ground.  A  table  requires  the  use  of  boards  and  nails ;  and  fre- 
quently a  woman,  if  there  is  to  be  a  table,  must  make  it.  In  this 
matter  of  making  soap,  Miss  McBeth  told  me  her  difficulties.  The 
Nez  Percys  are  so  exceedingly  economical  in  their  use  for  food  of  all 
parts  of  the  animal  that  there  was  really  nothing  of  which  to  make 
the  soap.  And,  when  she  assembled  the  women  to  make  soap,  she 
found  they  had  been  obliged  to  kill  an  animal  expressly  for  the  fat. 
Train  your  girls,  then,  into  a  knowledge  of  the  use  of  tools.  I  do  not 
want  to  see  the  mistake  made  with  Indian  women  of  taking  them  out 
of  the  field  work  and  making  them  devotees  of  the  kitchen  stove. 
Let  the  Indian  woman  learn  to  make  her  garden.  One  of  the  best 
pieces  of  work  at  gardening  I  saw  at  Santee,  where  the  work  was  all 
done  by  girls.  The  lady  in  charge  was  herself  a  farmer's  daughter. 
I  am  never  afraid  to  see  a  woman  with  a  hoe  in  her  hand,  and  I  be- 
lieve that  the  boys  may  well  be  taught  to  sew.  It  is  a  great  deal 
healthier  for  boys  and  girls  to  have  co-education  on  these  lines. 

President  Gates. —  Now,  proceeding  with  the  appointed  programme, 
we  are  to  hear  from  Rev.  Dr.  James  M.  King  on  "  Contract  Schools 
and  the  Government." 


SECTARIAN   CONTRACT  SCHOOLS. 

BY   REV.   JAMES  M.   KING,   D.D. 

In  representing  "  The  National  League  for  the  Protection  of  Amer- 
ican Institutions  "  before  this  Conference,  I  desire  it  to  be  clearly  un- 
derstood that  we  have  nothing  to  say  in  opposition  to  the  contract 
schools  which  are  not  under  denominational  control.  It  is  against 
the  partnership  between  the  national  government  and  the  churches 
that  we  contend,  as  a  dangerous  step  in  the  direction  of  the  union 
of  Church  and  State. 

From  the  reports  from  workers  in  the  field,  and  from  the  character 
of  the  discussions  to  which  I  have  listened  during  the  progress  of  this 
Conference,  I  am  convinced  that  the  time  is  at  hand  when  this  Con- 
ference, if  it  proposes  to  lead  progress  instead  of  simply  record  it, 
ought  to  call  upon  all  the  religious  denominations  to  refuse  to  receive 
funds  from  the  national  Treasury  for  sectarian  Indian  education. 
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The  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  in  his  report  for  1892  says : 
"  There  has  been  during  the  past  year  a  great  deal  of  public  discus- 
sion regarding  the  matter  of  contract  schools,  and  there  is  a  very  gen- 
eral consensus  of  opinion  among  the  great  masses  of  the  people  that  the 
work  of  education  for  the  Indians  should  be  carried  on  either  by  the 
government,  through  its  own  agencies,  or  by  individuals  and  churches, 
at  their  own  expense.  The  appropriation  of  public  funds  for  sectarian 
uses  is  almost  universally  condemned ;  and,  while  there  has  been  no 
radical  change  in  the  policy  of  the  government  regarding  this  matter, 
there  has  been  a  very  practical  change  in  the  attitude  of  the  churches." 

Since  I  last  addressed  this  Conference,  remarkable  progress  has 
been  made  in  the  divorce  proceedings  between  the  churches  and  the 
government. 

Be  it  said  to  its  credit,  the  Baptist  Church  has  never  taken  any 
funds  from  the  national  Treasury  for  sectarian  Indian  education. 

The  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in 
May,  1892,  took  the  following  action :  — 

Whereas  the  appropriation  of  public  funds  for  sectarian  purposes  by  the  na- 
tional government  is  not  only  wrong  in  principle,  but  in  violation  of  both  the  letter 
and  spirit  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  therefore 

Resolved^  That  this  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  re- 
quests the  missionary  societies  working  under  its  sanction  or  control  to  decline 
cither  to  petition  for  or  to  receive  from  the  national  government  any  moneys  for 
educational  work  among  the  Indians. 

The  Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  desires  to  repudiate  all  responsibility  for  money  received 
from  the  Indian  department  for  work  in  Alaska  since  the  above  action 
was  taken. 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  May  last, 
took  the  following  action  :  — 

Resolved,  i,  That,  in  the  judgment  of  this  Assembly,  all  public  money  expended 
upon  the  education  of  the  Indians  ought  to  be  expended  exclusively  by  government 
officers  upon  government  schools. 

Resohedy  2,  That,  in  the  judgment  of  this  Assembly,  the  practice  of  appropriating 
public  money  for  the  support  of  sectarian  schools  among  the  Indians,  as  is  now 
done  in  the  contract  schools,  ought  at  once  to  cease. 

Resolved,  j,  That  this  Assembly  heartily  approves  of  all  proper  efforts  to  secure 
the  constitutional  prohibition  of  all  appropriations  of  public  money  to  sectarian 
schools,  either  by  the  State  or  by  the  general  government. 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  took 
similar  action. 

The  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  by  its  representatives,  in  Octo- 
ber, 1892,  the  House  of  Deputies  and  the  bishops  sitting  as  a  Board 
of  Missions,  took  the  following  action  :  — 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  judgment  of  this  Board,  subsidies  from  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States  in  aid  of  Indian  education  ought  neither  to  be  sought  nor  to  be 
accepted  by  this  Church,  and  that  the  Board  of  Managers  be,  and  hereby  are,  re- 
quested to  act  from  this  time  forth  in  accordance  with  this  judgment. 

Resolved,  That  the  effort  now  making  to  secure  a  sixteenth  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  making  it  unlawful  for  any  State  to  pledge  its 
credit  or  to  appropriate  money  raised  by  taxation  for  the  purpose  of  founding  or 
maintaining  an)r  institution,  society,  or  undertaking  which  may  be  wholljr  or  in  part 
under  ecclesiastical  control,  has  the  cordial  sympathy  and  approval  of  this  Board. 
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The  Triennial  National  Council  of  the  Congregational  Churches  and 
the  American  Missionary  Association  in  October  took  decisive  steps 
in  these  directions,  but  the  text  of  their  action  has  not  reached  me. 

The  Friends  have  surrendered  much  of  their  work  to  the  general 
government;  and  their  purpose  we  believe  is,  in  harmony  with  the 
action  of  the  other  churches,  to  speedily  dissolve  their  connection 
with  the  national  Treasury. 

The  Unitarian,  the  Lutheran,  and  the  Memnonite  Churches  have 
never  received  large  sums  from  the  government  for  their  work  among 
the  Indians;  and  we  are  expecting,  from  the  information  in  hand,  that 
they  will  soon  join  the  forces  of  the  now  all  but  solid  ranks  of  the 
religious  denominations  in  protest  by  utterance  and  example  against 
any  partnership  between  the  Church  and  State. 

The  National  League  made  the  same  appeal  to  withdraw  from  the 
receipt  of  national  funds  for  Indian  education  to  the  Bureau  of 
Catholic  Indian  Missions  that  it  made  to  the  Missionary  Boards  of 
the  other  religious  denominations.  The  only  response  received  was 
from  Bishop  Marty,  president  of  the  bureau. 

The  bishop  contended  that  "the  money  given  to  them  [the 
Indians]  is  not  raised  by  taxation.  It  is  not  public  money,  but  pri- 
vate property  of  the  Indian  tribes  and  families,  belonging  to  them  as 
payment  for  ceded  lands."  The  records  of  the  Indian  Department 
prove  the  bishop  to  be  entirely  in  error  in  this  matter.  He  asserts 
that  "  the  Indian  schools  are  not  benefiting  the  denomination,  but  the 
Indians  alone.*'  He  argues  for  the  religious  training  of  the  youth, 
with  which  we  all  agree,  and  closes  with  the  admirable  assurance 
that  "  the  Church  will  endeavor  to  provide  for  her  own,  no  matter 
what  the  State  may  do." 

In  July,  189 1,  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  severed  the 
relations  previously  existing  between  the  Indian  Department  and  the 
Bureau  of  Catholic  Indian  Missions  for  reasons  well  known  to  and 
approved  by  the  administration  and  by  the  general  public. 

Permit  me  here  to  submit  the  following  instructive  table  :  — 


AMOUNTS  SET  APART   FOR  VARIOUS  RELIGIOUS  BODIES  FOR  INDIAN  EDUCATION, 
FOR  EACH  OF  THE  FISCAL  YEARS  1886  TO  1893,  INCLUSIVE. 
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The  question  is  raised,  If  all  the  churches  but  one  withdraw,  will 
not  the  remaining  one  get  all  of  the  money  and  more  of  the  schools  ? 
My  response  is,  first,  if  that  should  prove  to  be  the  result,  it  affords 
no  reason  for  the  violation  by  religious  bodies  of  a  sacred  principle 
involving  American  institutions.  Secondly,  if  only  one  church  seeks 
and  secures  funds  for  its  own  sectarian  uses  from  the  national  Treas- 
ury, while  all  the  other  churches  withdraw  and  protest,  the  question 
comes  to  be  one  of  the  definite  union  of  a  Church  and  the  State ;  and 
this  the  American  people  would  not  long  endure. 

Let  us  no  further  make  an  attempt  at  the  solution  of  the  question 
of  Indian  education  which  embarrasses  the  solution  of  broader  ques- 
tions. Let  us  not  make  him  the  prey  of  denominational  bickerings. 
Give  him  the  American  public  school,  or  its  equivalent,  and  then  let 
religious  denominations  prove  their  faith  by  their  works,  and  try  to 
Christianize  him.  When  the  churches  know  that  they  can  no  longer 
depend  upon  the  government  for  money  to  prosecute  their  mission 
work  among  the  Indians,  and  the  work  is  put  upon  their  consciences, 
they  will  take  care  of  it  and  push  it  more  successfully  than  they  do 
now.    This  will  be  the  inevitable  result. 

This  question  forces  sectarianism  into  politics,  and  makes  cowards 
of  law-makers.  All  over  this  country  at  the  present  time  the  power  of 
ecclesiasticism  is  asserting  itself  in  local.  State,  and  national  political 
issues.     It  is  a  present  and  pressing  peril. 

Rev.  J.  A.  Stephan,  of  the  Bureau  of  Catholic  Indian  Missions, 
makes  a  vigorous  and  unscrupulous  attack  in  a  pamphlet  of  thirty-two 
pages  upon  the  government  schools,  for  one  reason  because  they  have 
the  Protestant  Bible  and  Gospel  Hymns  in  them.  He  also  attacks 
the  President  of  the  Republic,  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  the 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs ;  and  this  pamphlet,  we  understand,  is 
sent  to  every  Roman  Catholic  priest  in  the  Republic.  This  is  the  es- 
sence of  partisan  politics. 

In  this  Columbian  year  it  becomes  us  to  remember  that  our  civiliza- 
tion is  not  Latin,  because  God  did  not  permit  North  America  to  be 
settled  and  controlled  by  that  civilization.  The  Huguenot,  the  Hol- 
lander, and  the  Puritan  created  our  civilization.  Let  us  not  put  a 
premium  by  national  grants  on  a  rejected  civilization  in  the  education 
of  a  race  who  were  here  when  Columbus  came. 

The  assumption  that  Indians  cannot  be  taught  in  th#  Bible  and  in 
the  fundamentals  of  the  Christian  religion  without  government  aid  to 
the  sects  is  a  fallacy.  Let  the  churches  push  their  work,  and  pay 
their  own  bills.  Why  keep  on  treating  the  Indian  differently  in  relig- 
ious and  educational  matters  from  your  treatment  of  other  races,  and 
then  expect  the  same  results?  We  don't  parcel  out  other  races  to  the 
sects. 

Why  is  it  that  in  approaching  the  Indian  question,  men,  as  a  rule, 
assume  that  new  theories  must  be  practised  and  angular  methods  of 
approach  must  be  resorted  to  ? 

If  the  churches  do  a  Christian  work  among  the  Indians  that  is 
dependent  upon  appropriations  from  the  government,  it  is  not  of  a 
sufficiently  vigorous  character  to  do  much  uplifting.  The  Indians 
know  they  are  wards  and  in  a  sense  pensioners ;  and,  if  the  proposed 
Christianization  depends  upon  government  money  bounty,  the  same  as 
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their  rations,  what  effect  must  it  have  upon  the  more  thoughtful 
among  them?  Christian  benevolence  and  Christian  character  are 
both  robbed  of  their  power. 

Liet  us  face  the  facts. 

While  some  of  these  sectarian  contract  schools  are  doing  excellent 
work  in  preparing  Indian  children  for  intelligent  and  loyal  citizen- 
ship, many  are  not.  I  know  the  facts,  and  it  is  my  duty  to  state  that 
much  Roman  Catholic  teaching  among  the  Indians  does  not  prepare 
them  for  intelligent  and  loyal  citizenship.  The  solution  of  the  Indian 
problem  consists  in  educating  them  for  citizenship,  as  we  educate  all 
other  races. 

This  Conference,  if  its  action  is  to  be  effectual,  must  recognize  prin- 
ciple, and  not  be  controlled  by  policy. 

But  the  great  question  involved  in  this  matter  of  sectarian  appropria- 
tions by  the  national  government  for  Indian  education  is  the  division 
of  the  school  fund  in  the  States  and  nation  on  church  lines. 

An  ecclesiastic  of  high  standing  recently  said,  "  We  have  just  as 
good  a  right  to  our  proportion  of  the  public  school  funds  in  the  sev- 
eral States  as  we  have  to  our  proportion  of  the  national  funds  for  the 
education  of  Indians,  and  this  latter  right  is  conceded." 

That  is  honest.  All  but  three  classes — namely,  the  egotistic  igno- 
rant, the  cowardly  compromising,  and  the  time-serving  politician,  the 
three  worst  foes  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  —  will  admit  that  we  are 
living  in  the  midst  of  critical  times,  so  far  as  the  integrity  and  exist- 
ence of  our  free  public  school  system  and  the  safe  relation  of  ecclesi- 
asticism  to  our  civil  government  are  concerned. 

All  sorts  of  patent  processes  have  been  devised  and  proposed  for 
the  fusion  of  sectarian  and  public  schools.  None  of  them  have 
worked  well  even  in  the  small  model. 

The  American  people  have  no  difficulty  in  determining  the  right 
course  to  pursue  concerning  these  public  school  questions :  the  politi- 
cians are  the  men  who  see  difficulties  and  attempt  compromises. 

Let  the  churches  wash  their  hands  of  all  responsibility  in  the  mat- 
ter of  the  division  of  the  national  school  funds  for  Indian  education 
on  sectarian  lines,  and  the  patriotic  citizenship  will  defend  and  perfect 
the  public  schools  in  the  States. 

The  subject  of  Contract  Schools  was  continued  by  Rev.  F.  F.  Ellin- 
wood,  D.D.,  of  New  York.  The  following  is  an  abstract  of  his  re- 
marks :  — 

Dr.  Ellinwood. —  I  have  been  delighted  with  the  progress  which 
I  have  seen  in  the  past  few  years  in  government  education.  I  was 
thrilled  last  evening  by  the  statistics  given  by  Senator  Dawes.  I 
think  there  is  every  reason  for  hopefulness,  and  no  reason  whatever 
for  a  pessimistic  view  in  regard  to  the  Indians.  I  want  to  say  also 
that  I  have  been  delighted  to  trace  from  year  to  year  the  influence  of 
the  Indian  Rights  Association  in  manufacturing  a  proper  public  senti- 
ment. I  believe  it  is  largely  due  to  that  sentiment  that  we  have  a  class 
of  Indian  agents  superior  to  those  of  the  past  There  are  some  bad 
ones  still ;  but  I  believe  that  the  change  in  environment,  the  difficulty 
in  hiding  away  rascals  on  the  frontier,  the  fact  that  so  many  deputa- 
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tions  have  gone  to  interview  these  agents  and  inspect  their  work, —  I 
believe  that  has  been  a  grand  gain,  and  that  it  is  due  to  the  Indian 
Rights  Association  and  to  the  similar  association  of  women. 

With  respect  to  the  question  between  government  schools  and  con- 
tract schools,  or  any  other  form  of  schools,  I  am  ready  to  say  that,  if 
we  could  be  assured  that  we  would  have  a  man  like  the  present  Com- 
missioner always  at  that  post,  and  could  be  sure  that  Congress  would 
always  sustain  his  plans  by  adequate  appropriations,  I  should  say, 
Let  us  hand  this  work  all  over  to  the  government,  so  far  as  schools 
are  concerned,  and  let  us  apply  all  the  efforts  and  all  the  sympathy, 
and  all  the  influence  and  all  the  prayers,  of  the  Christian  churches 
in  looking  after  the  other  interests  of  these  Indian  missions,  and  es- 
pecially the  adult  population. 

But  there  are  some  things  which  cause  me  misgiving.  In  the  first 
place,  the  uncertainty  which  attends  the  government  commissioner- 
ship,  which  may  be  changed  with  a  change  of  administration.  Then 
there  is  uncertainty  always  in  the  matter  of  appropriations.  Then 
there  is  the  danger  that  those  who  represent  government  work  in 
schools  may  be  cramped  by  a  Roman  Catholic  espionage.  A  case 
exactly  in  point  has  occurred  on  the  Lapwai  Valley  reservation ;  and 
Miss  Kate  McBeth  has  written  to  me  that  she  is  held  aloof  from  the 
fear  of  the  agent  that  the  Roman  Catholics  who  are  in  that  valley 
might  object,  and  that  there  might  be  political  complications.  In 
•spite  of  all  that  the  Commissioner  or  the  President  can  do,  sometimes 
a  bad  agent  will  be  appointed.  The  work  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
which  I  represent,  in  the  Valley  of  Lapwai  has  been  entirely  stopped, 
in  all  directions  pertaining  to  the  government  school  there,  by  the 
fact  that  the  agent  has  stood  in  the  way.  The  chapel  which  we  own 
has  actually  been  closed,  and  every  obstacle  has  been  put  in  our  way. 
I  received  a  letter  not  long  ago  from  another  place,  saying  that  the 
children  connected  with  a  certain  institution  under  government  au- 
spices have  been  forbidden  any  longer  to  attend  the  Presbyterian 
church :  twenty-five  of  the  young  people  are  members  of  that  church. 
It  turned  out  that  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  institution  —  a  man  full 
of  politics  to  the  chin  — had  taken  the  liberty  to  give  the  order. 

Now,  with  regard  to  contract  schools,  I  am  free  to  say  that,  al- 
though the  General  Assembly  has  taken  the  action  which  has  been 
spoken  of,  and  other  ecclesiastical  bodies  as  well,  I  do  not  believe 
that  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  is  going  to  give  up  its  hold  on  the 
contract  schools  without  a  tremendous  struggle.  I  have  this  feeling 
that,  if  we  withdraw  on  the  Protestant  side,  the  result  will  be  that 
more  and  more  schools  will  be  put  down  in  the  category  of  Catholic 
schools,  and  that  the  surest  way  to  the  establishment  of  a  relationship 
of  Church  and  State  will  be  right  along  that  line. 

I  want  to  put  in  a  plea  this  morning  for  the  religious  element  in 
education.  I  have  a  fear  in  regard  to  what  I  would  call  the  drift  of 
things  in  education.  I  have  heard  here  earnest  advocacy  of  carrying 
the  common  school  system  right  out  among  the  Indians.  In  the  first 
place,  you  cannot  do  that.  As  Senator  Dawes  has  said,  every  reser- 
vation differs  in  its  environment  and  circumstances  from  all  the 
others.  Again,  the  people  are  scattered :  the  children  must  be  put 
in  boarding-schools.     And  there  is  a  difference  between  the  Indian 
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and  the  American  citizen  which  cannot  be  ignored.  I  believe  in  the 
free  school,  for  the  population  in  our  old  States,  as  a  necessity :  I  do 
not  believe  it  is  the  best  thing.  I  would  have  the  Bible  always  read. 
I  would  at  least  stand  on  the  same  ground  that  our  fathers  did  fifty 
or  a  hundred  years  ago ;  but  that  I  yield.  It  is  a  necessity,  but  a 
bad  one.  That  necessity,  however,  does  not  exist  with  regard  to  the 
Indians.  There  is  a  differentiation  in  their  environment  and  ethical 
basis.  We  have  destroyed  their  original  ethics :  we  have  not  given 
the  basis  of  our  ethics.  They  do  not  look  upon  the  religion  which 
we  profess  as  the  religion  of  Jesus  Christ :  they  look  upon  it  as  "  the 
white  man's  religion  " ;  and  that  is  to  them  a  mixture  of  perfidy  and 
treachery  and  injustice.  They  are  in  a  position,  and  have  been  for 
a  century,  which  has  depraved  every  institution ;  and  the  exceptions 
are  such  as  we  see  in  Miss  Robertson  and  Mrs.  Riggs.  So  I  could 
take  you  back  to  the  time  of  Kirkland  and  Eliot,  when  the  ancestor 
of  this  young  Indian  who  was  here  last  night  requested  that  he  might 
be  removed  from  Oneida  to  Clinton,  that  he  might  lie  by  the  side  of 
his  missionary  father,  Samuel  Kirkland.  It  was  with  the  influence  of 
that  noble  chieftain,  who  became  a  Christian,  that  Kirkland  was  able 
to  hold  the  Oneidas  in  allegiance  to  the  colonies,  as  against  the 
British  dominion,  to  which  the  Mohawks  went  over.  I  could  not 
help  thinking  last  night,  "  There  is  a  trace,  in  the  very  blood  of  that 
youth,  of  that  early  missionary  influence."  Let  us  by  one  means  or 
another  hold  to  the  religious  element. 

Suppose  you  could  carry  out  the  common  school  system.  Suppose 
it  could  be  made  as  perfect  as  our  common  school  system  now  is, 
taking  out  all  color  of  religious  sentiment.  Suppose  you  apply  that 
school  system  up  in  Alaska,  where  Miss  Macfarland  started  her 
work.  Do  you  suppose  that,  if  you  were  to  establish  a  cordon  of  day 
schools  about  that  coast,  teaching  the  children  a  few  hours  a  day, 
and  letting  them  go  back  to  their  homes, —  doing  nothing  to  prevent 
their  fathers  from  selling  them  to  miners  and  adventurers  and  whis- 
key-dealers,—  do  you  suppose  that  you  could  regenerate  Alaska? 
Would  there  be  any  comparison  with  what  we  now  see  in  the  mission 
stations  of  different  Christian  denominations,  which  have  carried 
their  work  to  Bering  Straits  and  beyond  ?  No  colorless,  religionless 
system  whatever,  I  do  not  care  how  beautiful  it  is  politically  and  eco- 
nomically, can  ever  do  for  Alaska  what  must  be  done  if  we  would  not 
see  the  population  melt  away  before  the  influences  of  vice. 

I  shall  not  insist  upon  the  keeping  up  of  the  contract  schools.  But 
I  cannot  help  feeling  that,  after  all,  the  ideal  thing  is  the  kind,  loving, 
motherly  feeling  that  only  comes  in  connection  with  missionary 
work.  There  are  a  great  many  unsolved  problems  here :  I  do  not 
expect  that  we  shall  solve  them  in  the  first  few  years.  We  must  have 
patience.  We  must  believe  and  feel  that  the  Indian  has  certain 
disadvantages  with  respect  to  our  civilization.  He  has  thousands  of 
years  of  bunting  and  fishing  in  his  bones :  you  cannot  make  him  a 
thrifty  German  or  a  plodding  Dutchman.  Unless  you  throw  around 
him  religious  influence,  unless  you  surround  him  with  the  sympathies 
of  Christian  influence,  he  will  certainly  go  to  the  wall  in  the  survival  of 
the  fittest ;  and  by  and  by  you  will  find  he  will  disappear. 

Whether  in  contract  schools  or  in  whatever  schools,  I  hope  that  the 
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churches  will  do  more  and  more.  We  are  not  able  to  bestow  un- 
limited funds :  we  are  looking  after  other  races  in  the  ends  of  the 
earth.  I  am  more  and  more  in  favor,  therefore,  of  throwing  out  gen- 
eral education  in  the  higher  branches,  and  limiting  our  work  to  the 
training  up  of  teachers  and  preachers,  on  the  principle  of  a  geometri- 
cal ratio.  We  cannot  take  care  of  all  the  children,  but  let  us  do  what 
we  can ;  and,  if  the  government  can  put  with  our  thousand  dollars 
another  thousand  dollars,  I  do  not  see  any  harm  in  it.  In  any  event, 
let  us  create  in  these  communities  a  public  sentiment.  I  would  have 
Christian  Endeavor  Societies  surround  the  Indians,  and  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association.  And,  above  all,  let  us  surround  them 
with  a  warm  and  earnest  Christian  influence,  as  it  was  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  work,  a  century  ago. 

President  Gates. —  It  is  worth  our  while  as  students  of  history  and 
civilization  to  understand  very  clearly  that  there  has  never  yet  been 
a  race  made  over  and  uplifted  without  the  power  of  Christ.  India 
to-day  is  a  standing  witness  of  the  powerlessness  of  purely  secular 
schools  to  build  up  such  citizenship  as  England  demands,  as  India 
must  have,  if  she  is  to  prosper.  This  mighty  power  of  Christ  must 
go  into  the  work  for  our  Indians,  or  it  will  fail. 

The  last  speaker  of  the  morning  was  Mrs.  A.  S.  Quinton. 

Mrs.  Quinton. —  The  Church  does  move  forward  :  the  Church  will 
come  to  the  rescue.  The  Church  will  look  after  the  religious  schools, 
and  the  religious  culture  in  the  government  schools.  Everything  that 
has  been  said  here  gives  us  the  right  to  believe  that  the  millennium  is 
dawning,  though  it  comes  by  little  things.  The  Christian  tide  is  so 
strongly  set  to-day  on  this  Indian  question  that  there  is  no  danger  of 
its  going  backward.  There  are  government  schools  to-day  which  are 
Christian  schools  :  I  have  seen  them.  Among  the  Moquis,  just  com- 
ing down  from  their  ledges  in  Arizona  into  civilized  homes,  a  govern- 
ment school  is  to-day  illustrating  the  fact  that  government  schools  are 
Christian  schools  by  the  presence  of  Christian  teachers.  Superin- 
tendent and  Mrs.  Collins  are  as  distinctly  Christian  teachers  as  you 
ever  met  with  in  any  denominational  school.  At  the  very  first  ex- 
hibition I  attended  at  that  school  they  came  forward  and  recited  the 
Golden  Texts  of  three  months :  I  do  not  know  many  white  Sunday- 
schools  where  that  could  be  done.  Their  hymns  and  recitations  of 
Scripture  were  just  such  as  we  should  wish  for  our  mission  schools. 
They  are  patriotic,  too  :  they  had  their  flags,  and  recited  patriotic  se- 
lections, and  they  meant  what  they  said.  We  cannot  but  believe  that 
the  work  thus  begun  will  go  straight  on  ;  for  we  are  a  Christian  people 
first  of  all,  and  we  believe  in  the  promises  of  God.  There  is  no 
retrogression  in  work  that  has  the  Christian  spirit  in  it. 

But  what  I  want  most  to  say  is  a  word  about  compulsory  education. 
We  have  compulsory  education  for  our  own  race,  and  we  believe  in 
it.  Why  should  not  we  have  it  for  the  Indian  race  ?  Of  course  there 
are  methods  and  methods ;  but  I  do  not  think  any  one  need  fear 
cruelty  on  the  part  of  General  Morgan.  I  do  not  see  that  we  need 
hesitate  in  the  matter.     I  wish  compulsory  education  were  in  force 
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now,  and  in  no  place  more  than  in  those  nineteen  pueblos  of  the 
West,  where  the  saddest  facts  came  to  Mr.  Garrett  They  need 
Christian  help:  they  need  some  authority.  The  children  now, 
whether  they  attend  mission  schools  or  government  schools,  are  there 
when  they  like :  sometimes  there  are  twenty-five,  sometimes  there  are 
three.     There  ought  to  be  authority  and  a  truant  officer. 

But  we  cannot  do  much  for  the  children  until  we  can  get  hold  of 
the  mothers.  It  is  of  no  use  to  take  children  away  to  school  and 
bring  them  back  to  the  same  barbarism.  The  mothers  can  best  be 
helped  by  field  matrons. 

One  other  thought :  what  about  the  money  for  these  lines  of  work  ? 
This  prospect  is  just  as  bright  as  the  rest.  Our  government  treasury 
is  full  of  money,  and  it' needs  only  the  demand  of  the  Christian  cit- 
izens of  this  nation  to  get  it  out.  We  talk  about  a  poor  little  five 
thousand  dollars  for  field  matrons  this  year.  It  is  disgraceful  and 
unnecessary.  If  the  Christian  voters  of  this  nation  would  say  in 
some  organized  fashion  that  this  work  shall  be  adequately  provided 
for,  it  will  be  provided  for.  If  all  the  friends  of  the  Indians  who  are 
here  would  make  it  a  duty,  when  they  return  home,  to  speak  of  this  to 
those  who  lead  public  opinion,  we  should  have  money  enough.  Gen- 
eral Morgan  said  his  plan,  too,  could  be  carried  out  in  four  years. 
Let  the  church  of  God  say  it  shall  be  done  in  four  years,  and  it  will 
be  done.  Let  us  ask  for  whatever  is  needed,  and  believe  that  it 
can  be  had ;  for  that  which  is  necessary  can  always  be  had.  God 
provides  for  the  right  doing  of  his  commands. 

Mr.  Garrett,  for  the  Business  Committee,  presented  a  question 
which  the  Secretary  had  received :  — 

"  After  an  allotment  is  made  to  an  Indian,  can  he  have  it  changed 
before  he  takes  possession  or  after,  and  how  often  can  he  change  it  ? " 

Miss  Fletcher. —  After  an  allotment  is  made,  and  the  allotment 
has  been  entered  on  the  schedule  sheets,  and  the  schedule  is  sub- 
mitted to  the  Indian  Office  and  passed  on  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior for  approval,  I  think  it  would  be  impossible  to  change  it.  It 
would  cause  great  confusion.  As  long  as  the  allotment  remains  un- 
reported for  approval,  for  good  cause  it  could  be  changed.  How 
often  would  depend  upon  the  wisdom  of  the  suggestion  and  the  pa- 
tience of  the  agent  and  the  clerical  work  which  the  change  involved. 
There  is  no  legal  obstacle. 

A  Delegate. —  Has  there  ever  been  a  change  after  the  patents 
were  issued  ? 

Miss  Cook. —  I  do  not  think  patents  are  exchanged  without  the 
utmost  difficulty,  and  very  rarely,  for  remarkable  reasons,  such  as 
evidence  of  fraud. 

Question. —  How  long  a  time  elapses  between  the  application  for 
the  allotment  and  the  sending  of  the  patent  from  Washington  ? 

Miss  Fletcher. —  It  could  hardly  be  less  than  a  year  in  any  cir- 
cumstances. 

Senator  Dawes. —  When  we  were  on  our  way  to  the  Omaha  reser- 
vation, there  came  into  our  car  a  judge  of  the  Nebraska  courts  and 
a  gentleman  elected  to  the  legislature,  whose  seat  was  being  contested 
on  the  ground  that  the  Winnebago  Indians  had  cast  their  votes  for 


Digitized  by 


Google 


69 

him  when  they  had  not  received  their  patents.  So  the  legality  of  the 
Winnebago  vote  depended  on  when  the  allotment  became  a  fixed 
fact.  It  had  been  decided  that  the  allotment  became  a  fixed  status 
when  it  had  been  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  whether 
he  had  issued  the  patent  or  not.  It  is  exactly  as  Miss  Fletcher  has 
said. 

Gen.  Whittlesey. —  And  the  approval  carries  with  it  the  order 
to  issue  the  patent  ? 

Senator  Dawes. —  Yes ;  but  the  status  of  the  Indian  does  not  de- 
pend on  the  way  that  the  patent  may  be  afterward  issued.  The 
whole  is  complete  and  fixed,  so  that  it  cannot  be  changed,  when  the 
approval  is  made.     The  patent  is  only  an  evidence  of  it. 

President  Gates. —  The  allottee  becomes  a  citizen  on  the  day  when 
the  allotment  is  approved  at  the  central  office. 

Adjourned  at  i  p.m. 
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Thursday  Night,  October  13. 


The  Conference  was  called  to  order  by  the  President  at  eight 
o'clock.  The  subject  for  the  evening  was  announced  to  be  "  Civil 
Service  Reform."  It  was  opened  by  Professor  C.  C.  Painter,  of 
Washington,  who  read  a  paper  on  "Some  Dangers  which  now 
threaten  the  Interests  of  the  Indians." 


SOME   DANGERS    WHICH    NOW    THREATEN   THE 
INTERESTS   OF    THE    INDIANS. 

BY   C.    C    PAINTER. 

When  quite  a  small  lad,  I  was  sent  on  an  errand  to  an  adjoining 
neighborhood.  I  have  never  lost  the  impression  made  on  my  mind 
by  a  morbid  old  crone,  who  came  out  of  her  cabin  as  I  passed,  and 
asked,  "What's  all  the  bad  news  up  where  you  live  ?  " 

I  have  something  of  the  same  feeling  now  as  then,  when  from  time 
to  time,  here  and  elsewhere,  I  am  expected  to  play  the  part  of  a 
lamenting  Jeremiah,  and  stand  as  the  exponent  of  pessimism  in  the 
Indian  work.  It  is  not  a  grateful  task,  though  to  some  it  may  seem 
self-imposed ;  but  from  the  position  I  occupy  in  the  work,  and  the 
duties  assigned  me,  I  am  naturally  occupied  with  and  impressed  by 
the  things  which  remain  to  be  done,  and  the  obstacles  to  the  accom- 
plishment. And  I  know  not  how  I  can  now  more  profitably  use  the 
time  assigned  me  —  leaving  to  others  the  more  pleasing  privilege  of 
rehearsing  victories  achieved  —  than  in  calling  attention  to  some 
threatening  dangers  and  obstinate  obstacles  in  the  way  of  our  future 
progress. 

In  our  fifth  annual  Conference,  the  first  one  held  after  the  Severalty 
Bill  had  become  a  law,  I  had  the  honor  to  open  its  first  session  with 
a  paper  in  which  I  said :  **  The  law  we  have  done  so  much  to  secure, 
we  must  bear  in  mind,  is  not  the  end  we  seek,  but  is  only  a  much 
needed  means  to  that  end.  It  supplies  a  necessary  condition  for 
successful  work,  but  the  work  itself  remains  to  be  done.  In  this 
case,  as  in  all  others,  enlarged  opportunity  means  increased  danger. 
And  we  who  are,  to  a  degree,  responsible  for  the  present  condition  of 
affairs,  will  be  held  responsible  for  their  future  outcome.  We  cannot 
hold  ourselves  innocent  in  regard  to  disasters  which  may  come  from 
these  enlarged  opportunities,  created  by  this  law,  unless  we  do  all  we 
can  to  improve  and  utilize  them." 
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After  five  years  of  experiment  under  its  provisions,  it  seems  incum- 
bent that  we  ask,  "Watchman,  what  of  the  night  ? "  and  learn,  if  we 
can,  whether  the  morning  cometh  or  whether  —  as  has  been  claimed 
recently  in  a  document  secretly  circulated  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, in  the  case  of  the  Omahas  —  the  night  grows  darker. 

It  was  clearly  in  the  minds  of  those  urging  the  enactment  of  this 
law,  as  it  was  also  made  one  of  its  provisions,  that  it  should  be 
applied  only  to  those  who,  in  the  enlightened  judgment  of  the  Presi- 
dent, had  reached  that  point  in  their  progress  toward  civilization 
where  individual  titles  to  land  and  citizenship  were  necessary  to  their 
further  development.  It  was  also  provided  that  reasonable  time 
should  be  given  to  the  backward  and  reluctant,  even  on  reservations 
where  the  majority  were  progressive,  to  accept  the  new  rkgime.  These 
wise  provisions  of  the  law  have  been  in  a  number  of  cases  dis- 
regarded. Reservations  have  been  subjected  to  the  operation  of  this 
law  which  are  not  "  agricultural."  Allotments  have  been  made,  not 
because  the  tribes  were  "  so  far  advanced  in  civilization  "  that  their 
progress  required  it,  but  because  the  neighboring  whites,  for  reasons 
of  their  own,  have  demanded  it,  and,  when  begun,  have  been  pushed 
to  a  rapid  conclusion,  regardless  of  the  reluctance  of  the  Indians  to 
accept  them.  In  some  cases,  agents  totally  unfit  for  the  delicate  and 
difficult  duties  with  which  they  are  charged  have  added  unnecessary 
complications  to  a  problem  already  sufficiently  complex  and  perplex- 
ing; and  thus  have  been  engendered  irritation,  distrust,  and  bitter 
opposition,  where  there  should  have  been  only  the  reluctance  of  the 
ignorant  to  accept  the  untried. 

There  have  been  in  all,  either  under  the  law  of  Feb.  8,  1887,  or 
under  special  acts  passed  since  that  date,  some  18,331  allotments 
made,  mostly  during  the  past  two  years.  For  11,193  of  these,  pa- 
tents have  been  issued,  and  571  more  have  been  approved;  and  the 
remainder,  though  made  in  the  field,  have  not  been  acted  upon  by  the 
office.  In  some  cases,  where  the  people  were  ready  for  it,  the  report 
is  that  the  results  have  been  most  encouraging  and  satisfactory. 
From  one  agent  the  report  comes  that  "four-fifths  of  the  families 
reside  on  the  allotment  selected  for  some  member  of  the  family " ; 
that  "  almost  all  the  adult  males  manifest  a  disposition  to  cultivate 
their  lands";  that  "one-half  of  them  appreciate  their  advantages, 
and  realize  their  obligations  as  citizens  " ;  that  "  the  effect  of  allot- 
ment has  been  good  and  elevating  in  every  way,  and  that  during  the 
past  two  years  four  times  as  much  land  has  been  cultivated  as  before 
allotment." 

From  another,  whose  allotments  were  made  under  treaty  provi- 
sions, the  report  is  that  "  nine-tenths  of  them  live  on  their  allotments, 
and  manifest  a  disposition  to  cultivate  their  land,  and  appreciate  their 
privileges  in  the  ownership  of  the  same,  but  not  their  obligations  as 
citizens  "  ;  and  that  "  the  effect  has  been  most  beneficial  in  stimulat- 
ing industry." 

Another  agent  reports  that  "  practically  all "  of  his  Indians  live 
on  their  allotments,  at  least  a  part  of  the  year,  and  all  seem  to  wish  for 
a  farm ;  but  that  "the  ultimate  effect  of  allotment  will  depend  largely 
upon  the  class  of  white  neighbors  with  whom  they  must  associate  in 
the  future." 
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Another  reports  that  "  nearly  all  live  on  their  allotments  with  their 
families,  and  that  tribal  ties  are  fast  becoming  extinct ;  and,  though 
they  have  not  as  yet  exercised  the  right  of  the  franchise,  there  is  a  mani- 
fest, growing  pride  among  them  in  anticipation  of  the  privilege  of 
voting  this  autumn."  And  the  agent  believes  they  will  be  as  free  from 
bribery  as  their  white  neighbors. 

Another,  whose  Indians  were  far  advanced,  but  because  of  the 
great  value  of  their  lands  have  been  exposed  to  peculiar  corrupting  in- 
fluences from  the  whites,  who  are  making  desperate  efforts  to  have  re- 
strictions removed  from  the  sale  of  the  lands,  reports  that  "allot- 
ment is  every  way  desirable,  but  citizenship,  removing  as  it  does 
the  protection  of  the  intercourse  laws,  has  been  bad  for  them." 

Reports  of  this  character  come  from  most  of  the  reservations  where 
the  Indians  were  so  far  advanced  that  it  seemed  wise  to  bring  them 
under  the  operation  of  the  law. 

But  the  execution  of  the  law  has  been  attempted,  and  in  some 
cases  effected,  where  the  results,  so  far  from  being  satisfactory,  have 
been  unfortunate. 

Mention  could  be  made  of  a  reservation  on  which  several  hundred 
allotments  were  made,  in  two  or  three  days'  time,  of  Pine  lands,^ 
wholly  unfit  for  cultivation, —  designated  by  order  of  the  Executive 
for  this  purpose,  in  violation  of  provision  of  the  law  that  it  shall  be 
agricultural  land ;  and  this  haste  and  violation  of  law  were  solely  for 
the  benefit  of  lumbermen. 

Allotments  have  been  made  to  blanket  Indians,  wholly  unfit  for 
citizenship,  forced  to  a  rapid  conclusion  within  a  few  months,  and  by 
an  agent  who  gave  the  valuable  lands  on  which  a  few  had  built  homes, 
and  were  cultivating  crops,  to  be  opened  up  for  settlement ;  and  wha 
allotted  poorer  lands,  several  miles  from  where  they  had  built  homes, 
to  the  Indians. 

I  could  mention  a  tribe  far  advanced  in  civilization,  the  owners  of 
a  small  reservation,  most  of  it  already  under  cultivation,  the  more  ad- 
vanced having  more  than  their  pro  rata  share  under  fence.  These 
were  of  course  opposed  to  a  division  which  would  reduce  their  hold- 
ings, but  were  voted  down  by  the  large  majority  of  the  tribe,  who 
wisely  asked  for  an  allotment.  Here  was  a  condition  of  affairs  requir- 
ing tact,  delicacy,  firmness,  and  infinite  good  sense  on  the  part  of  the 
agent  who  should  undertake  the  work.  He  reached  the  reservation 
in  a  state  of  intoxication,  and,  the  Indians  assert,  was  in  this  condi- 
tion a  number  of  times  during  the  progress  of  his  work.  A  full  coun- 
cil of  the  tribe,  including  all  factions  and  shades  of  opinion,  assert,, 
in  a  petition  and  protest,  that  aliens  from  Canada  were  allotted  lands ; 
that  some  members  of  the  tribe  had  none ;  that  the  same  piece  of  land 
was  allotted  to  more  than  one  person  ;  and  that  land  belonging  to  the 
tribe  was  not  allotted  to  any  one,  but  left  in  the  possession  of  whites 
who  had  taken  possession  of  it.  These  asserted  facts,  thus  authenti- 
cated, were  duly  presented  to  the  Department.  For  answer, I  was 
formally  advised  that  "  the  complaints  were  too  vague  and  indefinite 
to  be  made  the  basis  of  official  action  " ;  and  I  am  now  informed 
that  patents  have  issued  to  the  allottees  as  reported  by  the  allotting 
agent. 
On  another  reservation,  where  the  Indians  were  prepared  for  it. 
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ihe  work  had  been  practically  finished ;  but  two  white  men  whose 
wives  had  rights  on  the  reserve,  but  who  did  not  live  on  it,  were  dis- 
satisfied with  the  land  given  them,  and,  having  influence,  made  a 
successful  demand  that  the  work  be  done  over  again.  When  I  was 
there  two  years  ago,  the  whole  tribe  was  in  a  state  of  great  excite- 
ment over  it ;  and  it  would  have  been  difficult  to  persuade  them  that 
complaints  from  full-blood  Indians  as  to  the  character  of  their  allot- 
ments would  have  so  prevailed  that  a  new  allotment  would  have  been 
ordered. 

There  are  reservations  where  allotments  were  made  several  years 
since  ;  but  the  work  was  done  in  such  slovenly  or  unsatisfactory  man- 
ner, with  such  friction  to  the  Indians  or  so  unsatisfactorily  to  the 
whites,  that  the  allotment  seems  to  have  been  abandoned.  At  any 
rate,  it  is  not  included  in  the  report  of  the  Office  as  in  any  stage  of 
progress. 

At  some  points  disturbances  and  antagonisms  continue  because  of 
the  manner  in  which  it  is  attempted  to  do  this  work.  In  some  cases, 
this  is  due  to  blundering  legislation  by  Congress,  or  to  the  careless- 
ness of  commissioners  who  have  made  agreements  with  the  Indians, 
but  did  not  word  the  agreement,  as  signed,  so  as  to  carry  out  what 
they  admit  was  the  understanding  under  which  the  Indians  signed. 
In  some  cases,  the  conflicts  that  arise  are  due,  undoubtedly,  to  the 
hostility  of  the  non-progressive  element  among  the  Indians,  which  is 
all  the  greater  when  the  work  is  premature  or  when  careless  or  in- 
competent agents  are  appointed  to  do  it. 

Reference  has  been  made  to  a  sufl&cient  number  of  cases  to  give  a 
fair  average  of  the  work ;  and,  while  the  results  are  sufficiently  satis- 
factory to  vindicate  the  wisdom  of  the  law,  they  are  also  so  unsatis- 
factory, in  many  cases,  as  to  justify  a  decided  protest  against  every 
violation  of  the  spirit  and  intent  of  the  law,  whether  it  be  its  appli- 
cation to  those  unfitted  for  it,  the  appointment  of  agents,  either 
because  of  political  or  sentimental  reasons,  who  are  unfit  for  the 
work,  or  the  interference  by  Congress  in  ordering  allotments  under 
special  laws  which  do  not  contain  the  wise  limitations  and  restrictions 
of  the  general  law,  or  in  the  rescinding  of  such  restrictions  in  cases 
where  allotments  have  been  already  made. 

The  difficulties  of  which  I  have  spoken  are  in  no  wise  chargeable 
to  the  law  itself ;  and  its  friends  may  not  be  justly  held  responsible 
for  them.  There  are  dangers,  however,  which  inevitably  result  from 
the  law  itself,  which  were  foreseen  as  inevitable,  and  for  which,  if 
possible,  provision  should  be  made,  the  making  of  which  would  con- 
stitute the  '*  steps  following  "  the  initial  one  taken  when  the  law  was 
enacted. 

I  deny  as  false  the  statement  of  which  I  have  spoken,  as  circu- 
lated privately  through  the  House,  that  the  Omahas  raise  less  grain 
or  are  less  thrifty  than  before  allotment.  There  is  scarce  a  single 
member  of  their  tribe  who  has  not  now  a  comparatively  comfortable 
home  on  his  own  land.  The  effect  has  been  wonderful  to  stimulate 
their  home-building  and  industrial  instincts  and  habits.  The  alleged 
increase  of  drunkenness,  which  gives  their  friends  cause  for  great 
alarm,  is,  I  fear,  a  fact  which  cannot  be  explained  as  "  more  apparent 
than  real,"  as  is  asserted  by  one  of  the  most  intelligent  of  the  tribe, 
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who  says  that  now  it  is  open  because  fear  of  punishment  is  absent^ 
whereas  before  it  was  secret, —  a  wholesome  fear  making  both  the 
seller  and  the  Indian  cautious. 

The  danger  every  boy  must  meet  who  gets  down  from  his  mother's 
lap,  and  goes  out  to  do  his  part  as  a  man  in  the  world,  the  Indian 
must  also  meet.  The  chance  to  be  a  man  involves  a  danger  that  he 
may  be  corrupted  :  nevertheless,  a  wise  mother  will,  with  many  tears 
and  prayers,  send  her  boy  forth  to  meet  this  possibility.  Two  things 
can  be  done  to  lessen  the  danger :  fortify  the  boy  against  it  by  the 
development  of  his  moral  nature,  and  minimize  it  by  all  wholesome 
legal  restraints.  This  is  all  that  can  be  done,  and  just  what  must  be 
done  for  the  Indian.  The  doing  of  the  first  must  be  the  work  of  the 
missionar}',  by  whatever  name  called, —  school-master,  farmer,  field- 
matron,  doctor,  or  preacher ;  and  the  call  is  most  loud  and  urgent  to 
the  Church  to  undertake  it,  for  it  is  the  work  of  the  Church,  and  not 
of  the  government. 

The  proper  agent  for  doing  the  second  duty  —  that  of  legal  restraint 
and  protection  —  is  more  difficult  to  reach.  The  general  government, 
by  giving  him  a  personal  title  to  his  land,  defensible  in  the  courts  of 
the  State,  and  endowing  him  with  the  rights  and  prerogatives  of  citi- 
zenship, has  no  duty  with  reference  to  him  as  a  ward  except  to  fulfil 
a  contract  obligation  with  reference  to  his  land  for  twenty-five  years. 
It  has  turned  him  over,  a  citizen,  to  the  State  in  which  he  resides,  to 
be  dealt  with  as  it  deals  with  all  its  citizens,  with  the  one  but  very 
important  exception  that  it  may  not  impose  a  tax  upon  his  property. 
It  has  the  burden  of  this  protection,  but  may  not  tax  the  property  of 
him  who  imposes  the  burden.  To  state  this  fact  is  to  give  a  valid  and 
sufficient  reason  why  the  new  citizen  of  the  State  suffers  because  of 
the  neglect  of  the  State.  So  long  as  this  Indian  citizen^s  misbehavior 
affects  no  one  but  his  Indian  neighbor,  it  will  go  unnoticed,  and  the 
sufferer  will  find  no  remedy  in  the  law.  Here  is  a  fatally  weak  spot 
which  must  in  some  way  be  strengthened.  To  withdraw  the  protec- 
tion which  the  severalty  law  extends  over  the  Indian  property  would 
be,  in  some  cases,  virtual  confiscation  of  that  property.  Either  the 
general  government  must  bear  the  tax  that  this  property  ought  to  pay 
or  it  must  be  paid  out  of  the  surplus  lands  of  the  Indians. 


THE   FUNDS   OF   THE    INDIANS. 

Until  recently  the  land-grabber  has  been  the  most  persistent  and 
successful  assailant  against  whose  assaults  the  friends  of  the  Indian 
have  been  forced  to  stand  guard.  His  land  has  been  largely  in 
excess  of  his  needs,  and  protected  only  by  special  treaties  made  with 
people  too  ignorant  to  negotiate  such,  and  too  feeble  to  maintain 
them.  The  object  of  the  severalty  law  was  to  bring  under  the  pro- 
tection of  law  only  so  much  land  as  the  Indian  needed,  and  so  make 
it  defensible  in  the  courts ;  and  the  efforts  of  the  land-grabbers  are 
now  directed  to  two  points, —  some  new  adjustment,  by  removal  of 
the  Indian  or  otherwise,  before  allotments  are  made,  or  a  removal 
of  restrictions  from  the  sale  of  allotted  lands.  These  are  points  in 
regard  to  which  the  friends  of  the  Indian  need  to  be  on  the  alert. 
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TRUST    FUNDS. 


But  the  greatest  danger  which  now  threatens  the  property  of  the 
Indian  is  that  his  trust  funds  shall  disappear.  We  have  been  willing 
that  his  surplus  lands,  useless  to  him,  shall  be  converted  into  civiliz- 
ing instruments.  Hitherto  trust  funds  have  been  sacredly  held, 
though  often  unwisely  administered. 

Two  forms  of  attack,  each,  thus  far,  alarmingly  successful,  promise 
speedily  to  dissipate  these  funds. 

Congress  has  been  besieged  almost  from  the  very  beginning  by 
claimants  for  compensation  for  damages  inflicted  by  Indians.  Such 
a  number  of  these,  who  had  sufficient  influence,  got  their  cases 
through  as  to  encourage  others  to  make  the  attempt ;  but  the  slow- 
ness with  which  Congress  acted  made  the  assault  comparatively 
harmless.  But,  wearied  of  clamor  at  its  own  doors.  Congress  passed 
a  bill  referring  such  cases  to  the  Court  of  Claims. 

A  number  of  cases  had  come  up  to  Congress  favorably  reported 
upon  by  the  Department,  extending  back  as  far  as  to  1812.  Upon 
such  there  was  no  limit  as  to  time,  but  all  other  cases  occurring  prior 
to  July  I,  1865,  are  barred  out.  Those  approved  by  the  Department 
before  that  date,  and  all  claims  of  later  date,  were  referred  to  the 
Court  of  Claims.  If  the  court  allows  the  claim,  it  is  to  be  paid :  i. 
From  annuities  due  the  tribe  to  which  the  Indian  committing  the 
depredation  belonged;  2.  From  other  funds  arising  from  sale  of 
lands ;  3.  From  any  appropriations  other  than  for  their  necessary 
support,  subsistence,  and  education,  made  for  their  benefit;  4.  If 
none  of  these  exist,  then  from  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
provided  that  such  sum  shall  remain  a  charge  against  such  tribe  to 
be  deducted  from  any  annuity,  fund,  or  appropriation  hereinbefore 
designated  which  may  hereafter  become  due  from  the  United  States 
to  such  tribe. 

The  Court  of  Claims  has  already  passed  upon  and  allowed  most  of 
the  claims  reported  by  the  Department,  of  course,  on  such  evidence 
as  the  Department  agents  had  seen  fit  to  admit, —  not  necessarily 
such  as  a  court  would  admit.  This  evidence  was,  from  the  nature  of 
the  case,  ex  parte.  The  Indians,  as  defendants,  had  no  notice  served 
upon  them.  Claims  to  the  amount  of  more  than  $26,000,000  have 
already  been  presented,  and  judgment  already  given  sufficient  to 
exhaust,  and  more  than  exhaust,  the  available  funds  of  some  of  the 
tribes.  In  these  cases,  no  funds  were  available  for  the  use  of  the 
Attorney-General,  that  he  might  investigate  for  himself  the  character 
of  the  evidence  upon  which  the  claim  rested.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  in  alarm,  has  called  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  facts. 
Congress  has  made  an  appropriation  of  $20,000  to  enable  the  Attor- 
ney-General to  meet  the  expense  of  investigations  hereafter.  The 
law  provides  that  the  Indians  may  employ  counsel,  which,  of  course, 
opens  a  new  hole  through  which  other  arms  may  get  at  these  funds ; 
but  in  the  cases  already  adjudicated  no  notice  was  served,  and  no 
opportunity  afforded  them  for  proper  defence. 

If  all  the  funds  belonging  to  a  tribe  are  to  be  made  responsible  for 
whatever  damage,  real  or  supposititious,  can  be  proved  directly  or 
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indirectly  to  have  been  committed,  intentionally  or  through  careless- 
ness, upon  the  property  of  any  settler  or  passing  immigrant,  on  the 
whole  extent  of  our  Western  frontier  since  the  establishment  of  our 
government,  by  any  one  who  can  be  accounted  constructively  or  in 
fact  a  member  of  that  tribe,  and  there  is  no  defence  except  such  as 
can  be  set  up  under  the  provisions  of  this  law  and  the  rules  adopted 
by  the  court,  the  chances  seem  small  that  any  of  these  various  tribes 
will  have  money  enough  left  to  tempt  a  lawyer  to  undertake  their 
defence. 

CONTRACTS   WITH  ATTORNEYS. 

But  it  is  not  simply  by  the  findings  of  the  court  under  the  provi- 
sions of  this  law  that  these  funds  are  disappearing. 

Attorneys  other  than  such  as  the  Indians  may  employ  to  look  after 
their  interests  in  this  court  (and  already  intelligence  comes  from  vari- 
ous tribes  that  lawyers  are  seeking  contracts  with  them  for  this  pur- 
pose) have  had,  and  do  now  have,  with  the  approval  of  the  Depart- 
ment, opportunities  to  reduce  the  revenues  of  these  people  under 
contracts  which  secure  a  maximum  of  compensation  for  a  minimum  of 
service,  or,  as  the  Honorable  Secretary  said  in  one  case,  where  no 
services  whatever  had  been  rendered. 


SISSETON-WAHPETON   SCOUTS. 

A  few  cases  must  suffice  to  hint  at  the  possibilities  in  this  direction. 
In  a  paper  read  before  this  Conference  and  afterward  published  in 
Lend  a  Hand,  and  issued  as  a  report  by  the  Indian  Rights  Asso- 
ciation under  the  title  "  How  we  punish  our  Allies,"  the  story  of  the 
wrong  suffered  at  the  hands  of  the  government  by  the  Sisseton- 
Wahpeton  scouts  was  told,  and  what  efforts  were  made  for  their 
relief. 

In  brief,  the  story  was  this :  When  the  lower  band  of  Sioux  went 
on  the  war-path  in  1862  in  Minnesota,  the  upper  bands,  with  a  few 
exceptions,  furnished  scouts,  and  aided  in  quelling  the  outbreak. 
Aside  from  those  enlisted  as  scouts,  there  were  a  number  serving  in 
the  federal  army  in  the  South.  In  February,  1863,  Congress  passed 
a  bill  confiscating  their  lands  in  Minnesota  and  their  annuities,  amount- 
ing to  $73,600  per  annum  for  fifty  years,  nine  payments  having  been 
made.  The  facts  of  the  case  were  presented  by  myself  to  the  Honor- 
able Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs ;  and  he,  convinced  of  the  justice 
of  their  claims,  accepted  and  adopted  my  statement  as  his  own, 
with  its  recommendations,  and  sent  it  to  Congress  with  the  request 
that  the  sum  of  $478,400  be  appropriated  to  pay  what  was  due  them, 
and  that  they  be  restored  to  their  rights  for  the  remaining  years  they 
were  entitled  to  this  annuity. 

The  House  Committee  reported  the  bill,  prepared  by  myself,  to  ac- 
complish this,  and  accompanied  it  by  a  special  report,  which,  at  the 
request  of  the  chairman  of  the  said  committee  in  charge  of  the  bill, 
I  prepared.  Owing  to  the  pressure  of  business,  the  bill  did  not  be- 
come a  law  that  winter.  In  the  mean  time  a  commission  was  ap- 
pointed to  negotiate  with  the  Indians  on  the   Sisseton   reservation 
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for  the  sale  of  their  surplus  land.  These  consisted  largely  of  the 
scouts  for  whose  benefit  the  above-named  bill  had  been  introduced, 
though  there  were  others  on  the  reservation  not  entitled  to  share  in 
the  money  it  was  proposed  to  give  the  scouts.  Some,  in  fact,  belonged 
to  the  hostile  band.  The  Indians  insisted  on  the  payment  of  their 
confiscated  annuities  as  a  condition  precedent  to  a  sale  of  their  land, 
and  the  commissioners  were  compelled  to  put  this  into  the  agreement* 
They  made  the  mistake  of  taking  the  sum  proposed  for  the  scouts  and 
giving  it  to  the  Indians  on  the  reservation.  This  caused  the  opposi- 
tion of  some  of  the  principal  scouts,  because  it  gave  a  part  of  their 
money,  and  an  equal  share  of  it,  to  the  hostiles,  and  gave  none  of  it 
to  the  scouts  or  soldiers  who  did  not  happen  to  be  on  the  reservation  ; 
but  this  was  agreed  to  by  a  large  majority  of  the  Indians.  After  a 
hard  struggle  the  bill  to  ratify  this  agreement  was  so  amended  that 
an  additional  sum  was  appropriated  to  pay  such  scouts  and  soldiers 
as  were  living  elsewhere  a  pro  rata  share.  Thus  amended,  it  became 
a  law. 

When  a  special  agent  was  sent  out  to  make  the  payment,  a  lawyer 
appeared  with  a  claim  for  lo  per  cent,  of  the  whole  amount,  claiming 
contracts  with  the  scouts.  His  original  contracts  were  made  with  206 
Indians,  and  were  dated  July  3,  1877,  ^^^  r^'^  ^^^  twelve  years,  and 
were  for  n^  per  cent,  of  such  sum  as  might  be  paid  to  the  scouts. 
These  contracts  were  not  approved  by  the  Department,  for  the  per 
cent,  stated  in  the  contract,  but  were  approved  for  10  per  cent.  And, 
thus  amended,  they  were  not  signed  by  the  Indians.  The  attorney 
claimed  that  the  contracts  ran  only  from  the  date  of  their  approval, 
and  had  not  therefore  expired  in  189 1,  when  the  money  was  appro- 
priated. This  view  was  accepted  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and 
the  special  agent  sent  to  pay  the  money  was  instructed  to  pay  the 
attorney  10  per  cent.  A  few  of  the  Indians  were  willing  to  pay,  and 
signed  receipts  for  the  full  amount,  while  they  received  90  per  cent. 
Others,  and  the  great  majority  of  them,  protested,  but  were  compelled 
to  sign  receipts  in  full,  while  they  received  90  per  cent,  of  the  amount. 
In  these  cases,  the  10  per  cent,  was  held  in  the  Department  to  await  a 
final  decision  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior.  Not  only  did  the 
Indians  protest,  but  a  vigorous  protest  was  also  made  in  Washington, 
when  the  Secretary,  under  a  provision  of  law,  referred  the  question 
to  the  Court  of  Claims ;  and  the  issue  was  made  by  the  attorney  on 
the  one  band,  and  the  claim  of  the  Indians  on  the  other.  Testimony 
was  taken,  briefs  filed,  arguments  heard,  and  the  court  decided 
against  the  claim  as  presented  ;  and  the  attorney  saw  nearly  $50,000 
slip  through  his  fingers,  which  but  for  this  fight  on  the  part  of  the 
Indians'  friends  would,  with  the  approval  of  the  Honorable  Secretary, 
have  gone  into  his  pocket. 

One  of  the  commissioners  who  made  the  agreement  with  the  Ind- 
ians testified  that  this  attorney  in  no  way  influenced  the  commis- 
sioners in  making  the  treaty,  and  he  knew  of  no  services  rendered 
by  him.  In  my  own  testimony  I  stated  that  during  all  of  my  efforts 
to  secure  this  money  I  had  no  help  from  this  attorney  and  knew  of 
no  service  rendered,  with  the  exception  of  a  paper  prepared  by  him 
some  eleven  years  before.  As  showing  the  difference  between  testi- 
mony as  presented  to  the  Department  and  as  presented  in  court,  one 
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witness,  an  agent  for  the  attorney,  swore  that  the  contracts  approved 
in  1882  had  been  submitted  to  and  had  been  signed  by  the  Indians, 
but  had  been  burned  up  in  the  agency  building.  These  contracts 
were  produced  in  court,  and  were  without  the  signature  of  a  single 
Indian. 

Singular  testimony  as  to  the  value  of  the  work  of  this  Conference 
and  of  the  Indian  Rights  Association  as  promoting  the  welfare  of  the 
Indian  was  presented  in  the  affidavit  of  this  attorney,  who  stated  the 
fact  that  the  wrongs  done  these  Indians  had  been  presented  to  the 
Mohonk  Conference  and  given  a  wide  publicity  by  the  Indian  Rights 
Association,  all  of  which  was  of  his  procurement,  because  he  had 
sent  Chief  Renville  to  me  to  enlist  my  efforts  in  behalf  of  his  clients. 

CONTRACTS   WITH   CHEYENNES   AND   ARAPAHOES. 

One  more  case  must  be  given,  briefly  as  possible,  yet  with  sufficient 
fulness  to  emphasize  the  danger  of  which  I  speak. 

Two  ex-agents  of  the  Cheyennes  and  Arapahoes  and  two  attorneys 
have  recently  been  paid  $67,500,  under  what  is  considered  by  respon- 
sible persons  a  fraudulent  contract.  As  to  this  I  wait  for  fuller 
investigation ;  but,  however  this  may  be,  it  was  for  what  I  know  were 
altogether  unnecessary  and  inadequate  services,  and  paid  under  very 
peculiar  circumstances.  These  Indians  were  given  a  reservation  on 
the  Cherokee  Outlet  in  a  treaty  with  them  in  1867,  in  exchange  for  a 
large  and  valuable  reservation  in  Kansas,  which  in  turn  had  been 
given  them  for  a  much  larger  reservation  in  Nebraska,  in  1865.  The 
Indians  refused  to  go  upon  this  last,  the  Cherokee  Outlet,  reserva- 
tion ;  and  so  in  1869  the  President  set  apart  by  executive  order  the 
reservation  on  which  they  had  been  living  in  Kansas,  in  lieu  of 
it.  They  had  been  taught  by  all  official  treatment  to  regard  this  as 
their  own ;  and  when,  some  years  since,  a  few  of  them  went  to  live  on 
their  treaty  reservation  on  the  Cherokee  Outlet,  they  were  removed, 
by  order  of  the  Department,  back  to  their  homes  on  the  executive 
order  reservation  in  Kansas.  In  the  spring  of  1888  an  ex-agent  went 
among  them,  and  attempted  to  persuade  them  that  they  had  an 
interest  in,  in  fact,  were  the  owners  of,  the  reservation  on  the  Out- 
let; also  were  entitled  to  rent  paid  by  cattle-men  to  the  Cherokees  for 
grazing  on  it.  This  he  would  attempt  for  a  percentage  to  recover. 
The  Indians  refused  to  have  anything  to  do  with  it.  Later  he  came 
back  with  another  ex-agent  in  whom  some  of  the  Indians  had  great 
confidence.  It  is  claimed  that  the  Indians  made  a  contract,  the 
matter  having  been  considered  in  a  duly  called  council.  This  is 
denied  by  many  of  the  Indians ;  also  by  an  army  officer,  who  has 
made  an  investigation,  and  reports  that  a  large  majority  of  the  chiefs 
and  of  the  Indians  refused  to  lay  any  claim  to  that  reservation  lest 
they  should  weaken  the  title  to  the  one  on  which  they  lived  in 
Kansas,  and  which  they  claimed  as  their  own.  Into  these  facts  I 
will  not  go  at  present,  as  I  have  not  personally  investigated  them. 
This  much  is  true  :  the  contract  was  signed  only  by  a  small  minority 
of  the  chiefs,  and  had  reference  alone  to  such  rights  as  they  might  have 
on  the  reservation  on  the  Outlet.  Meanwhile  Congress  made  pro- 
vision for  a  commission  to  deal  with  these  and  other  Indians  in  Okla- 
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homa,  looking  to  an  allotment  of  land  and  the  sale  of  their  surplus  land. 
This  commission  treated  with  these  Indians,  who  finally  consented  to 
take  allotments  on  the  executive  order  reservation  in  Kansas,  and 
to  accept  $1,500,000  for  their  surplus  land.  In  the  agreement  signed 
they  relinquished,  pro  forma^  all  claim  and  title  to  any  and  all  other 
lands  west  of  the  96th  degree  of  longitude.  $250,000,  it  was  agreed, 
should  be  paid  immediately  when  they  had  signed  the  agreement, 
and  $250,000  more  after  their  lands  were  allotted,  and  $1,000,000  to 
be  funded  for  their  benefit. 

The  first  payment  was  made  all  right.  When  the  second  payment  was 
made,  it  was  $67,500  short  of  the  amount  agreed  upon.  Then  for  the 
j&rst  time  did  the  Indians  learn  that  these  ex-agents  and  lawyers  were 
considered  to  be  entitled  to  a  fee  out  of  this  money, —  in  fact,  had  been 
paid  some  months  before.  Why  this  fee  did  not  come  out  of  the  first 
payment  I  am  not  informed,  but  can  easily  imagine.  The  Honorable 
Secretary,  who  approved  the  contract  and  ordered  the  payment,  says 
that  $1,250,000  of  this  money  was  paid  them  on  account  of  their 
interest  in  the  Cherokee  Outlet,  and  $250,000  only  for  their  interest 
in  the  home  reservation.  The  principle  of  this  division  it  is  difficult 
to  understand.  The  contract,  even  if  there  was  one  properly  made, 
was  such  that  no  fee  could  be  collected  out  of  money  paid  for  land 
on  the  home  reservation  in  Kansas.  The  necessities  of  the  contract 
alone  seemed  to  have  determined  on  which  reservation  their  interest 
should  be  located.  But  now  comes  a  curious  fact.  These  same 
commissioners  negotiated  with  the  Cherokees  for  a  sale  of  this 
very  same  land,  recognized  them  as  its  rightful  owners,  agreed  to 
pay  them  $1.41  per  acre  for  it;  and  this  agreement  has  the  approval 
of  the  Honorable  Secretar}',  and  a  bill  is  now  pending  to  ratify  the 
contract  and  pay  them  for  it.  The  services  for  which  these  men 
were  paid  was  chiefly  the  labor  of  making  a  contract  with  the  Indians 
and  the  preparation  of  three  briefs,  all  of  which  —  I  am  no  lawyer  — 
I  could  have  prepared  in  a  month's  time.  In  these  they  simply 
rehearse  and  give  their  own  interpretation  to  the  few  historical  facts 
involved  in  the  case.  They  present  no  facts  which  an  intelligent 
commission,  charged  with  the  duty  assigned  them,  would  not  have 
found  on  the  very  face  of  this  case ;  and  two  of  the  commissioners 
have  expressed  great  surprise  that  any  fee  was  allowed,  as  no  service 
had  been  rendered. 

These  are  the  most  striking  cases  of  this  kind  of  organized  robbery, 
but  are  by  no  means  the  only  ones.*  They  are,  in  my  estimation,  cases 
in  which  the  high  officials  charged  with  the  duty  of  protecting  these 
helpless  wards  of  the  government  have  not  shown  the  same  vigilance 
and  care  which  would  have  been  shown,  had  the  interests  of  the  govern- 
ment been  involved.  The  decision  of  the  Court  of  Claims  in  the 
case  of  the  Sisseton-Wahpeton  scouts  would  seem  to  justify  the 
assertion  that  such  contracts  may  receive,  and  have  received, 
approval  when  they  ought  not.  Whether  the  contract  was  fraudulent 
or  not,  the  services  rendered  bear  no  relation  to  the  compensation 
allowed ;  and  nothing  was  done  by  these  men  which,  the  commission 
appointed  by  the  government  was  not  liberally  paid  to  do.  They 
could  not  have  discharged  their  duties  in  the  premises  without  learn- 
ing all  the  facts  which  the  briefs  of  these  lawyers  contained. 
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The  one  other  danger  to  which  I  call  attention  is  one  which  will,  I 
trust,  be  discussed  this  evening.  I  mean  the  danger  arising  from  the 
fact  that  the  agency  system  still  belongs  to  the  spoils  system.  The 
schools  have  been,  at  least  partially,  redeemed  and  correspondingly 
improved ;  but,  so  far  as  the  agents  are  concerned,  there  has  never 
been  a  time  since  I  have  known  anything  of  Indian  affairs  when 
their  selection  has  been  more  manifestly  turned  over  to  the  local 
politicians,  that  they  may  reward  their  supporters  under  what  is 
called  the  "  home  rule  *'  policy,  than  at  the  present  time.  Other 
illustrations  of  the  bad  effect  of  this  than  that  of  the  Nez  Percys 
Agency  could  easily  be  given.  We  have  no  sufficient  reason  for 
entire  satisfaction  with  the  present  situation,  no  matter  how  good  a 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  we  may  have,  no  matter  how  con- 
scientiously he  may  discharge  his  duties  as  such.  The  bad  system, 
so  long  as  it  exists,  threatens  all  that  over  which  we  so  rejoice  in  the 
improvement  of  the  service. 

President  Gates. —  The  animus  of  this  Conference  is  non-partisan. 
We  recognize  with  great  delight  the  progress  that  has  been  made  in 
matters  connected  with  Indian  reform  under  the  last  two  administra- 
tions. How  there  can  be  a  fairer  spirit  manifested  than  has  been 
manifested  in  the  utterance  of  President  Cleveland  and  President 
Harrison  it  is  difficult  to  see.  It  would  be  altogether  graceless  of 
this  Conference  not  to  remember  that  within  the  last  year  or  two  a 
large  proportion  of  the  employees  in  the  Indian  service  have  been 
put  under  civil  service  rules  by  President  Harrison.  A  reform  often 
asked  by  us,  though  long  delayed,  notwithstanding  many  professions 
in  favor  of  civil  service  reform,  has  come  at  last.  We  want  to  see  the 
agents,  too,  placed  above  partisan  control  in  appointment  or  removal. 

We  are  to  listen  to-night  to  remarks  on  civil  service  reform  from 
one  whose  official  duties  have  kept  him  very  closely  in  touch  with  it. 
But  the  honorable  commissioner  who  is  with  us  to-night  has  expressed 
a  preference  for  approaching  this  subject  "from  the  field,"  and  he 
will  begin  by  giving  us  the  results  of  some  of  his  recent  observations 
among  the  agencies.  I  take  pleasure  in  introducing  Hon.  Theodore 
Roosevelt,  United  States  Civil  Service  Commissioner. 

Mr.  Roosevelt. —  When  any  man  is  identified  with  a  certain  cause, 
he  finally  gets  to  have  a  dreary  feeling  when  he  speaks  anywhere, 
because  he  knows  he  will  be  expect'ed  to  speak  upon  that,  and  that 
anything  he  says  will  be  discounted  as  rather  professional  than  sin- 
cere. I  had  hoped  that  I  was  not  to  speak  upon  my  particular  sub- 
ject to  you  this  evening ;  for  I  have  just  spent  five  or  six  weeks  among 
the  agencies  at  the  West,  and  have  been  more  than  interested  by  what 
I  have  seen.  I  have  made  quite  a  particular  study  of  two  or  three 
things.  For  instance,  I  have  met  personally  some  two  hundred  re- 
turned students ;  and  I  want  to  say  a  word  in  reference  to  them.  I 
also  attended  the  Episcopal  Convocation  at  Cheyenne  River,  where 
there  were  five  thousand  Indians  gathered, —  a  very  interesting  and  very 
impressive  sight.  Let  me  say  one  thing  in  corroboration  of  what  Mr. 
Painter  has  just  said  in  reference  to  the  Omahas. 

The   last  reservation   I  visited  was  that  of  the  Omahas.     If  yoa 
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think  that,  after  you  have  done  what  you  can  for  the  Indian,  he  is 
going  at  once  to  skip  over  six  thousand  years,  and  come  up  to  the 
while  level,  you  are  going  to  be  disappointed.  It  is  three  thousand 
years  since  our  race  produced  the  poems  of  Homer.  The  Indian 
starts  from  one  to  two  hundred  generations  behind  in  the  race :  you 
cannot  bring  him  up  in  one  generation.  We  will  do  well  if  we  bring 
him  up  in  two  or  three.  In  cases  like  that  on  the  Omaha  reservation, 
many  of  the  people  who  have  taken  most  interest  in  the  Indians,  up  to 
the  time  that  they  were  turned  loose  to  shift  for  themselves,  are  going 
to  be  most  disheartened  at  the  result,  but  wrongly  disheartened.  It 
is  with  many  of  these  reservations  as  it  is  if  you  take  the  school  of  a 
saintly  school-teacher,  like  Arnold  at  Rugby,  only  not  quite  so  practi- 
cal. Let  him  get  fifty  young  fellows,  and  keep  them  with  him  until 
they  are  twenty-one,  keep  temptations  from  them,  keep  them  clean 
and  pure,  then  turn  these  fifty  loose,  as  they  have  got  to  be  turned 
loose,  and  two  years  afterward  he  will  tell  you  there  has  been  a  great 
decay,  that  they  have  gone  back,  that  it  is  dreadful ;  and,  if  he  is  not 
very  wise,  he  will  say  that  he  ought  to  have  had  them  kept  under  him 
until  they  were  old  men.  This  is  a  perfectly  just  comparison  with  the 
Indians  on  the  reservations.  You  take  a  good,  kind,  wise  agent  (there 
are  such,  in  spite  of  our  system  of  political  appointment),  and  he 
takes  charge  of  the  Indians.  He  can  make  them  be  good, —  they  are 
naturally  more  docile  than  the  whites, —  and  he  has  got  the  whip  hand 
of  them.  He  has  them  going  to  school.  If  any  one  sells  them  liquor, 
he  gets  the  man  arrested.  He  can  keep  them  perfectly  straight  in 
every  way.  Then  they  are  turned  loose.  It  is  absolutely  inevitable 
that  there  shall  be  a  period  of  decay  before  the  new  period,  of  growth 
which  is  going  to  be  permanent,  sets  in,  and  it  is  inevitable  that  a 
considerable  proportion  of  the  Indians  shall  get  lost  in  the  progress 
from  barbarism  to  civilization. 

Take  the  Omahas  ;  there  is  a  great  deal  of  drunkenness  among  them. 
I  cannot  say  certainly,  but  I  doubt  if  the  amount  of  cultivation  has 
gone  backward  much  during  the  time  they  have  had  land  in  severalty. 
I  know  it  has  gone  forward  during  the  last  two  years.  It  is  now  com- 
ing up.  There  are  things  on  that  reservation  among  those  Omahas 
that  I  should  like  to  see  altered  now.  But  out  of  twenty  farms  I  saw 
one  which  had  sixty  acres  of  corn  and  grain,  a  big  apple  orchard  with 
very  good  apples,  perhaps  forty  head  of  cattle,  and  a  lot  of  chickens ; 
and  I  regard  the  chicken  as  a  great  Indian  civilizer.  This  Indian 
had  a  good  house  on  it ;  not  built  for  him  by  the  government,  but  built 
by  himself.  With  his  own  money,  made  by  selling  his  crops,  he  had 
bought  a  mowing  machine,  hay  rake,  etc.  He  was  an  unusually  good 
farmer,  but  there  were  plenty  others  like  him.  He  and  some  others 
of  his  neighbors  had  joined  and  hired  a  threshing  machine  ;  and  it 
counts  for  more  to  have  a  dozen  Indians  like  that,  farming,  support- 
ing themselves,  holding  their  own  in  the  world  when  turned  loose, 
than  it  does  to  have  a  hundred  behaving  well  at  school  or  on  an 
agency  under  the  supervision  of  an  agent. 

One  word  now  about  the  Episcopal  Convocation,  as  I  saw  it  on  the 
Big  Missouri.  By  the  side  of  the  river  lay  the  Cheyenne  Agency, 
with  hundreds  of  white  tepees  of  the  Indians  in  long,  irregular  lines, 
and  in  one  place  in  regular  lines  the  tents  of  a  company  of  United 
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States  cavalry,  themselves  all  Indians  excepting  the  oflficers.  There 
were  between  three  and  four  thousand  Indians  gathered  there  to  the 
Episcopal  Convocation.  Of  course,  a  great  many  of  these  Indians 
had  come  with  no  particular  religious  feeling,  as  whites  would  go  to  a 
county  fair ;  but  a  great  many  of  them  had  come  with  warm  religious 
feeling,  and  it  was  infinitely  better  to  have  the  others  come  to  the 
Episcopat  Convocation  than  it  was  to  have  them  go  off  on  a  Ghost 
Dance.  I  was  greatly  impressed  with  the  address  of  Bishop  Hart 
himself,  and  for  this  reason  :  Bishop  Hart  was  warning  those  people 
against  heathendom,  warning  them  to  do  stout  battle  with  the 
forces  of  heathendom.  I  think  we  usually  feel,  when  we  are  sitting 
under  an  Eastern  clergyman  when  he  talks  about  the  heathen,  that  it 
is  because  he  does  not  like  to  talk  of  some  other  foe  that  is  nearer  at 
hand.  But,  when  we  were  listening  to  Bishop  Hart,  we  were  back 
eighteen  centuries,  we  were  attacking  a  live  and  terrible  foe.  Those 
Indians  have  to  contend  with  foes, —  with  the  people  who  disbelieve 
in  their  religion,  who  want  them  to  go  back  to  the  condition  of  our 
ancestors  two  thousand  years  ago.  It  is  a  real,  live  danger  to  them. 
I  heard  a  great  many  native  clergymen  and  catechists  speak  to  these 
Indians ;  and  I  heard  them  afterwards  in  the  Convocation  meeting, 
where  there  were  about  two  hundred  Indians,  clerical  and  lay  dele- 
gates, present.  I  will  give  you  one  example,  to  show  that  it  was  not 
mere  words  or  mere  profession  with  those  Indians.  There  was  a 
women's  meeting  at  which  I  was  present.  The  different  women  dele- 
gates from  the  various  Sioux  tribes  were  there  to  the  number  of  several 
hundred.  They  were  making  subscriptions  to  the  missionary  fund. 
Now,  those  women  contributed  $2,300  to  missionary  work  while  I 
was  there  that  afternoon.  Think  what  that  means.  Think  that  they 
were  contributing  out  of  their  poverty;  that  it  meant  genuine  self- 
denial  with  them.  Think  also  of  the  sincerity  of  the  religious  belief 
that  would  make  them  contribute.  And  think  what  it  means  as  to 
the  spread  of  civilization  with  them.  It  means  that  there  is  a  very 
big  leaven  in  that  lump. 

I  want  also  to  say  a  few  words  as  to  the  returned  scholars  from  the 
schools.  In  the  first  place,  I  have  lived  a  great  many  years  in  the 
cow  country,  and  I  had  seen  a  good  deal  of  the  ragged  edge,  of 
the  Indian  character  as  well  as  the  white  character ;  and  I  had  also 
read,  in  not  a  few  books,  in  reference  to  the  poor  character  of  the 
returned  graduates  of  Carlisle  and  other  schools,  and  I  went  prepared 
to  believe  them.  Now,  I  did  not  find  it  so.  On  the  contrary,  after 
seeing  about  two  hundred  graduates  in  the  different  reservations,  I 
feel  that  the  advance  is  very  great.  I  am  not  talking  in  the  air.  I 
have  got  the  names  of  every  one  I  saw,  with  his  record,  on  paper. 
There  are  a  great  many  failures.  I  could  instance  to  you  failure  after 
failure.  I  perhaps  disappoint  the  extreme  friends  of  the  system 
when  I  say  that  in  probably  about  half  the  cases  the  returned  stu- 
dents had  not  come  up  to  the  expectations.  Some  of  them  go  back 
to  be  as  bad  as  they  originally  were :  in  very  rare  cases  they  may 
even  grow  worse.  Others  become  a  little  better,  but  the  improve- 
ment is  slight.  But  in  at  least  half  the  cases  they  turn  into  self- 
respecting,  honest,  sincere,  hard-workinor  men  and  women,  trying, 
according  to  their  lights, —  lights  which,  like  our  own,  are  sometimes 
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dim, —  to  do  good  as  they  see  it,  and  to  live  upright,  honest  lives.  I 
stopped  at  one  time  for  dinner  at  the  house  of  a  Carlisle  graduate, 
Luther  Standing  Bear;  found  him  married  to  another  Carlisle  gradu- 
ate, four  children,  as  neat  and  clean  a  house  as  you  could  wish,  four 
or  five  books  on  the  table,  among  them  Headley's  "  Washington  and 
his  Generals."  Think  what  it  means  to  have  an  Indian  capable  of 
reading  and  liking  those  books,  and  choosing  them  as  those  he  cares 
to  have  on  his  table.  He  was  teaching  a  school  of  thirty  or  forty 
little  Indians,  his  sf)otless  house  a  centre  of  civilizing  influence  to  all 
the  Indians  round  about  This  seems  a  trivial  incident,  but  it  will 
show  you  what  I  mean.  On  his  table  was  one  of  the  albums  that 
you  will  see  in  almost  any  country  farm-house.  Turning  it  over,  you 
could  see  page  after  page  with  **  remembrances  and  kind  wishes  from 
his  friend  and  classmate"  So-and-So.  Though  it  seems  a  trivial 
thing,  it  shows  their  union  and  sympathy :  he  received  moral  aid  from 
others  that  were  striving  to  rise  as  he  was  striving  and  rising.  Take 
Three  Stars,  one  of  our  own  teachers  there,  with  his  wife  and  child, 
with  his  perfectly  clean  house,  again  teaching,  again  a  small  centre  of 
civilization.  I  saw  such  cases  over  and  over  again.  I  do  feel  very 
strongly  that  in  our  education  we  ought  not  to  strive  to  educate  a 
small  number,  take  them  young  and  take  them  away  from  the  rest, 
leaving  the  rest  as  they  are,  but  that  we  ought  to  lift  the  Indian  mass 
just  as  far  as  we  can.  Every  Indian  child  should  be  sent  to  a  reser- 
vation boarding-school.  It  is  a  great  deal  more  important  to  elevate 
the  mass  two  feet  than  to  elevate  a  few  ten  feet.  Yet  we  ought  not 
to  fail  to  give  a  chance  to  the  exceptional  individuals.  We  ought  to 
give  it  to  them,  not  only  for  themselves,  but  for  the  good  they  can  do 
the  others  by  holding  up  the  standard  of  ambition. 

I  also  saw  something  of  the  working  of  the  law  which,  though  it 
may  work  imperfectly  in  some  instances,  marks  the  greatest  advance 
we  have  made  in  legislation  for  the  Indians, —  the  severalty  law.  If 
I  may  be  pardoned  a  personal  allusion,  I  am  sure  that  every  man  who 
has  had  any  experience  in  politics  would  feel  that  it  would  be  an 
ample  reward  for  any  career  to  be  able  to  go  out  of  service  leaving  a 
monument  so  beneficent  and  far-reaching  in  its  effects  as  the  severalty 
law  of  Senator  Dawes. 

In  coming  to  the  political  side  of  the  question,  I  am  hampered  by 
two  or  three  considerations.  In  the  first  place,  I  have  not  reported 
to  the  commissioner,  at  whose  request  I  made  the  journey,  upon  much 
that  I  saw  there.  In  the  second  place,  I  am  not  willing  to  speak  less 
strongly  than  I  feel ;  and,  if  I  speak  as  strongly  as  I  feel,  what  I  said 
would  be  turned  to  serve  partisan  ends  at  this  moment.  Recently  a 
friend,  prominently  identified  with  civil  service  reform,  wrote  me,  with 
reference  to  my  speaking  on  some  other  subject,  that  he  hoped  I 
would  not  do  it,  because  on  the  Civil  Service  Commission  my  posi- 
tion was  one  of  judge.  I  wrote  him  back  that  I  was  not  a  judge :  I 
was  a  prosecuting  attorney,  with  a  brief  against  my  own  party.  That 
is  literally  true :  the  party  that  is  not  in  power  cannot  commit  the 
faults,  has  not  got  the  capacity  at  present,  but  would  like  to.  The 
other  party  is  in  power,  and  does  it.  And,  when  you  attack  the  evils 
of  the  party  in  power,  you  are  furnishing  ammunition  to  their  foes. 
Sometimes  that  must  be  done, —  in  the  case  of  political  assessments, 
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for  instance.  I  found  on  many  of  the  reservations  a  shameless  attempt 
going  on,  by  many  of  the  local  campaign  committees  of  my  own  party^ 
to  blackmail  the  employees.  I  reported  at  once  upon  that  issue.  It 
was  an  evil  which  had  to  be  checked  now,  during  the  campaign.  But 
there  are  continuing  evils.  There  are  evils  that  go  on  under  one 
administration  and  under  the  next,  which  are  more  far-reaching^ 
though  they  cannot  be  meaner,  than  political  assessments.  Upon 
this  1  hope  to  make  some  day  a  full  and  complete  report.  I  have 
collected  the  documents  for  a  very  interesting  object-lesson  in  one 
agency,  where  I  got  entirely  in  partibus  infidelium^  and  found  that  the 
simple-hearted  gentlemen  had  obligingly  left  records  of  their  mis- 
deeds behind  them.  But  I  cannot  now  go  at  length,  as  I  trust  I 
shall  be  able  to  do  at  some  future  time,  into  the  system  of  political 
appointments  in  the  Indian  service.  The  agents,  who  offer  the  chief 
problem  in  the  matter,  cannot  be  put  under  the  civil  service  law. 
They  are  appointed  by  the  President  and  confirmed  by  the  Senate, 
and  they  have  to  be  reached  in  another  way.  All  I  shall  say  about 
them  tonight  is  simply  this,  that  it  is  infinitely  worse  when  you  apply 
the  spoils  system  among  Indians  than  it  is  among  whiles.  When  you 
change  a  postmaster  for  political  reasons,  you  are  acting  absurdly,, 
and  you  are  doing  a  limited  amount  of  harm  to  the  service,  and  you 
are  doing  a  great  deal  to  debauch  political  life.  But  you  cannot  ma- 
terially damage  the  service  very  much,  or  materially,  as  distinguished 
from  morally,  damage  the  community,  because  the  community  will 
not  stand  it.  But  when  you  change  an  Indian  agent,  when  you  ap- 
point one  for  political  reasons  only,  you  do  incredible  harm.  You 
appoint  him  over  men  who  cannot  protect  themselves.  The  whites 
of  a  given  community  can  prevent  grave  wrongs  being  done  them  : 
an  Indian  cannot.  We  must  have,  if  we  are  going  to  have  a  thor- 
oughly efficient  Indian  service,  some  system  by  which  we  shall  get 
continuity  of  service  among  the  Indian  agents,  by  which  the  Indian 
agent  shall  not  be  changed  every  four  years, —  no,  nor  every  twelve 
years,  if  he  is  doing  good  work, —  by  which  he  shall  be  appointed 
wholly  without  reference  to  the  needs  of  any  politician  who  thinks  he 
has  not  got  enough  patronage.  And  we  must  have  the  American 
people  thoroughly  awakened  to  the  fact  that  the  system  of  appointing 
and  changing  agents  with  small  regard  to  their  fitness,  and  chiefly 
with  regard  to  political  expediency,  is  a  "  system  "  of  systematic  out- 
rage. 

After  a  song  by  Mrs.  Hector  Hall,  of  Troy,  Miss  Fletcher  was 
asked  to  continue  the  subject  of  civil  service  reform. 

Miss  Fletcher. —  It  seems  as  if  there  were  very  little  left  that 
could  be  said.  Only  one  little  thing  perhaps  comes  out  of  this  ob- 
servation which  I  have  had  in  the  field  and  the  definite  work  with  the 
people,  living  with  them,  standing  beside  them,  and  facing  to  the 
East,  from  whence  come  the  laws,  from  whence  comes  all  that  is  to 
help  or  to  hinder.  I  should  like  to  have  a  civil  service  reform  which 
would  sweep  away  the  agent  altogether.  There  are  a  great  many 
(iases  where  an  advisory  friend  is  helpful,  and  there  are  places  still 
where  the  Indian  agent  can  be  useful.     But  the  system — a  system. 
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grown  up  of  experiments,  a  make-shift  system,  born  of  ignorance  and 
misapprehension  —  has  very  largely  become  effete  and  hurtful.  When 
the  Indian  citizen  is  aroused,  by  receiving  his  proportion  of  his  hered- 
itary land,  aroused  to  the  activities  of  independent  action,  it  is  a  dis- 
couragement, it  is  a  hurt, —  a  hurt  that  often  maims  him  for  life, —  to 
strike  against  the  agent  and  the  agency  system.  Yet  there  is  need  of 
a  counselling,  helpful  friend,  and  I  think  a  suggestion  that  has  been 
made  by  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  is  practical  and  helpful 
in  this  matter:  that,  in  cases  where  it  would  be  well  to  dispense 
with  the  agent,  the  school  superintendent  should  be  endowed  with 
new  duties,  and  that  he  and  the  school  should  become  the  centre  of 
helpfulness  all  along  the  lines  of  the  Indian's  new  life.  It  does, 
perhaps,  seem  to  you  a  little  chimerical ;  but  I  am  not  speaking  at 
random.  I  am  speaking  in  sober  earnest,  from  the  observation  of 
the  working  of  this  system.  The  Indian  has  not  been  instructed  in 
our  forms  of  government  heretofore.  It  has  been  a  one-man  rule. 
It  has  not  been  constituted  law;  nor  has  there  been  anything  to 
teach  him  what  our  methods  of  government  stand  for,  and  how  we 
aim  to  govern  ourselves  through  laws  which  we  have  a  voice  —  some 
of  us  —  in  framing,  and  in  choosing  the  administrators.  Therefore, 
the  Indian  finds  himself  called  into  citizenship  without  the  means,  the 
power,  the  authority,  and  without  a  chance  to  exercise  his  own  func- 
tions ;  for  there  stands  the  agent,  and  there  stand  all  the  old,  famil- 
iar officials,  and  there  is  all  the  precedent  of  office,  and  there  is  very 
little  change  except  in  the  name.  I  know  it  to  be  hurtful  in  many 
instances.  I  grant  you  that,  if  you  take  away  the  agent,  in  certain 
places,  dangers  are  going  to  creep  in.  But  they  are  the  dangers  of 
life.  I  would  rather  have  life  and  some  dangers  than  absolute  death. 
There  is  a  chance  with  life.  I  am  not  afraid  of  the  things  which  the 
new  law  brings  to  the  Indian,  in  the  long  run.  He  is  going  to  have 
a  hard  trial,  and  there  is  no  escaping  it.  It  is  not  best  that  he  should 
escape  it.  We  should  give  him  the  chance  which  the  change  of  gov- 
ernment environment  would  give  him,  which  is  impossible  while  you 
hold  the  agent  over  him.  There  are  a  good  many  problems  which 
arise  out  of  the  operation  of  the  law.  There  are  some  of  them  — 
very  important  ones  for  the  Indian  —  that  are  slow  in  reaching  the 
apprehension  of  the  friends  in  the  East.  For,  when  they  reach  the 
mind  of  the  East,  it  will  be  more  possible  for  the  intelligent  and 
■earnest  men  who  are  at  the  head  of  affairs  to  put  in  execution  many 
of  the  things  they  would  desire  to  do,  but  which  cannot  be  done 
without  the  support  of  public  opinion. 

I  do  not  approve  of  the  interpretation  of  the  clause  that  money  due 
to  Indians  who  are  allotted  shall  be  expended  for  them  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior.  The  time  has  gone  by  for  that  sort  of  thing.  I 
■do  believe  in  cash  payments.  I  believe  in  giving  the  Indian  a  chance 
to  learn,  and  he  cannot  learn  until  he  has  the  opportunity  to  make 
some  experiments.  He  can  never  learn  to  be  judicious  in  his  expen- 
ditures until  he  has  something  to  spend.  When,  therefore,  you  have 
Indians  sufficiently  advanced  to  call  them  up  as  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  I  do  not  believe  in  money  that  is  due  them  being  expended 
for  them  by  the  Secretary, —  which  means  being  spent  in  purchases  of 
articles  which  sometimes  they  want,  and  more  often  they  do  not.     I 
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do  believe  in  giving  it  in  cash  payments.  There  is  a  great  deal  of 
prejudice  against  it.  Just  as  there  is  a  notion  that  an  Indian  will  not 
work,  there  is  this  same  notion  that  he  cannot  manage  money  affairs. 
He  can.  I  want  to  see  the  allotted  Indian  given  a  chance.  I  want 
to  see  less  work  done  for  him  and  more  done  by  himself.  That  is 
the  civil  service  reform  that  I  am  desirous  to  see  among  the  Indians. 

Mr.  E.  H.  Clement,  the  editor  of  the  Boston  Transcript,  was  asked 
to  speak  on  the  same  subject. 

Mr.  Clement. —  The  Indian  agent,  it  seems  to  me,  is  a  survival 
in  our  age  of  the  absolute  power  of  the  old  feudal  lord  in  his  inac- 
cessible crag  or  desert.  No  man  outside  Russia,  I  suppose,  in  mod- 
ern society,  holds  in  his  hands  to-day  the  fate  of  so  many  men, 
women,  and  children,  without  check  and  without  law  that  is  effective. 
And  yet  this  man,  this  person  charged  with  such  enormous  and  such 
difficult  and  delicate  work  for  humanity,  is  any  politician  who  is  out 
of  a  job !  It  is  something  monstrous  to  think  of.  It  is  something 
so  outrageous  that  it  seems  to  me  as  if,  as  the  culminating  outrages 
of  the  old  re'gime  in  France  hastened  on  the  Revolution,  this  must 
hasten  on  the  extinction  of  that  odious  system  of  political  spoils. 
The  most  impressive  failure  of  the  late  administration  was  the  clean 
sweep  in  the  Indian  agents.  And  it  is  a  little  discouraging  to  find 
that  the  same  clean  sweep  has  been  made  a  second  time. 

What  we  have  to  do  with  the  Indians  is  to  send  them  our  highest 
types  of  character  and  morals,  and  then  the  task  is  hard  enough. 
A  lively  thrill  went  through  our  Eastern  communities  the  other  day 
when  we  read  of  the  "  Dalton  Boys,"  who  rode  into  a  country  town, 
proceeded  to  rifle  the  banks,  and  make  off  with  the  money.  I 
thought  then,  if  those  Dalton  boys,  who  are  fair  types  of  a  considerable 
class  of  the  population  in  the  VVest,  could  do  this  in  an  organized 
town,  and  do  it  to  the  powerful  class  of  bankers,  what  must  that  same 
class  have  been  doing  to  the  poor  defenceless  Indians  ?  What  chance 
have  the  Indians  not  only  to  learn  decency,  but  even  to  save  them- 
selves and  their  children  from  wrong  and  wickedness  and  iniquity, 
such  as  is  suggested  to  such  vile  and  violent  characters  ?  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  hideous  and  hateful  wrong,  the  appointment  by  gov- 
ernment of  men  a  little  above  such  characters,  who  rob  by  methods  of 
law  instead  of  by  open  Violence,  is  so  hideous  and  hateful  that,  as  I 
say,  it  will  hasten  on,  and  in  that  way  contribute  vastly  to  the  triumph 
of,  our  much  desired  civil  service  reform.  As  the  Bible  says,  "  The 
wrath  of  man  shall  praise  Him." 

President  Gates. —  Mr.  Roosevelt  has  asked  for  a  few  minutes  in 
which  to  finish  a  point  that  he  had  in  mind,  but  did  not  touch  upon 
fully. 

Mr.  Roosevelt. —  I  want  to  say  a  word  in  warm  corroboration  of 
what  Miss  Fletcher  said  in  reference  to  making  the  Indian  stand  on 
his  own  feet.  Too  many  of  our  very  good  people  do  as  much  harm 
to  the  Indian  as  his  foes  do,  by  persisting  in  carrying  him.  A  dis- 
couraging feature  in  visiting  the  agencies  is  that  the  Indians  always 
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want  to  have  a  council  with  you ;  and  in  the  council  they  never  do 
anything  but  ask,  ask,  ask.  And  too  many  of  our  people  will  promise 
them  things,  or  will  say  that  the  government  ought  to  do  this  or  that 
for  them,  and  will  encourage  them  to  believe  that  they  are  to  be 
helped  and  will  not  have  to  shift  for  themselves.  We  have  got  to 
make  them  citizens.  We  have  got  to  make  them  understand  that 
they  have  to  sink  or  swim  on  their  own  merits.  It  is  all  right  to 
dwell  upon  how  ill  we  have  treated  them  when  we  are  trying  to  in- 
fluence our  own  people ;  but  with  them  it  is  a  mistake. 

In  reference  to  taking  lands  from  the  Indians,  it  has  been  by  no 
means  the  uniform  record  of  injustice  on  the  part  of  this  country 
that  people  make  out.  Mind  you,  most  of  the  land  that  we  have 
taken  has  been  land  not  that  the  Indians  owned,  but  that  they  occu- 
pied. We  have  bought  land  from  Russia,  France,  Spain.  I  have 
compared  the  sums  we  paid  those  great  powers  for  Florida,  Louisi- 
ana, Alaska,  with  what  we  paid  to  Cheyenne,  Arapahoe,  Osage,  and 
Sioux.  We  have  paid  ten  and  fifteen  times  as  much  in  proportion 
to  the  Indian  as  to  the  foreign  whites.  While  I  would  never  say 
one  word  in  extenuation  of  the  outrages  really  committed,  we  must 
bear  in  mind,  too,  that,  as  a  people,  we  have  striven,  haltingly  and 
blunderingly,  to  do  the  best  we  could  with  the  Indians.  We  are  often 
taunted  with  the  fact  that  we  have  not  done  as  well  as  Canada. 
Well,  Canada  had  two  rebellions  of  half-breeds  in  her  territory.  We 
have  not  had  any  in  ours.  It  would  be  foolish  to  say,  therefore,  that 
we  know  how  to  deal  with  half-breeds  better  than  Canada.  We  have 
a  difficult  Indian  problem  :  they  have  not.  And  there  have  been  no 
such  outrages  by  government  with  us  as  have  been  attributed  to  the 
French  in  Algiers,  and,  but  the  other  day,  to  the  Germans  in  New 
Guinea.  The  Indian  can  largely  stand  by  himself  after  he  has  been 
shown  the  way.  I  have  seen  this  on  my  own  ranch.  Moreover,  the 
Indian  has  enormous  advantages  over  the  Negro  in  that  he  does  not 
have  to  fight  against  so  inveterate  a  race  prejudice.  And,  after  visit- 
ing the  agencies,  I  have  become  rather  a  convert  to  that  by  no  means 
always  attractive  specimen  of  the  white  race,  the  squaw-man.  The 
squaw-man  at  least  opens  a  chance  for  rising  to  Indians  that  they 
would  not  otherwise  have.  I  have  noticed  that  every  returned  Car- 
lisle or  other  girl  student  who  married  a  squaw-man  has  kept  up  in 
the  world,  even  if  the  man  would  not  be,  from  our  standpoint,  a  par- 
ticularly attractive  matrimonial  venture  He  is  glad  to  see  his  wife 
clean.  He  has  two  or  three  rooms  in  his  house, —  a  bedroom  sepa- 
rate from  the  kitchen,  which  is  one  of  the  things  that  we  are  striving 
most  for  in  making  the  Indians  build  new  houses.  He  is  glad  to  see 
the  children  dressed  well,  and  taught  as  white  children  would  be. 
He  gives  her  a  chance  to  use  the  gifts  she  has  received  at  school. 
And  this  is  everything  for  her.  You  cannot  form  any  idea  of  the  ter- 
rible thing  it  is  for  a  girl  who  has  been  eight  or  ten  years  at  a  non- 
reservation  school  to  be  thrown  back  into  the  life  of  the  tepee, —  the 
life  of  the  wild  Indian.  It  is  something  to  which  they  ought  never  to 
be  exposed. 

I  have  seen  many  Indians,  pure  bloods  and  mixed  bloods,  who 
have  risen  in  the  world  by  their  own  efforts.  One  instance  comes  to 
my  mind  of  a  Chippewa  half-breed  who  lived  near  my  ranch.     Any 
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one  who  has  been  in  the  cow  country  knows  that  the  one  thing  you 
can  never  get  on  a  ranch  is  milk.  This  Chippewa  borrowed  several 
cows,  and  started  a  little  milk-ranch,  and  made  a  good  deal  of  money. 
He  got  along  admirably  for  three  years,  until  he  discovered  a  gold 
mine,  when,  of  course,  he  lost  everything.  Afterwards  he  came  back 
to  his  cows,  and  did  very  well  again. 

Now,  in  closing,  let  me  say  one  thing.  People  say  we  must  solve 
the  Indian  problem,  and  they  speak  as  if  you  could  solve  it  by  some 
single  definite  act.  It  is  the  same  habit  of  mind  that  makes  a  great 
many  people  demand  Reform,  as  if  it  were  a  concrete  substance  that 
could  be  handed  out.  The  Indian  problem  is  to  be  solved  by  no  one 
step.  We  can  help  forward  its  solution  infinitely,  and  no  body  does 
so  much  to  help  this  solution  as  this  which  I  have  the  honor  of 
addressing.  But  it  is  being  solved  all  the  time, —  by  a  law  here,  by  an 
administrative  act  there,  and  by  the  exertions  of  a  very  great  many 
disinterested  men  and  women  serving  in  many  diflferent  positions. 
There  is  no  one  man  who  will  solve  the  Indian  problem.  There  are 
a  number  all  of  whom  are  doing  it.  They  are  men  and  women  who 
have  devoted  thought  and  time  and  labor,  at  the  cost  of  loss  and  in- 
convenience to  themselves,  striving  all  they  could  to  benefit  the  race 
that  originally  owned  this  country. 

Lieutenant  W.  W.  Wotherspoon  was  asked  to  give  some  account  of 
the  Apache  prisoners  at  Mount  Vernon  in  Alabama. 

Lieut.  Wotherspoon. —  1  have  been  asked,  in  speaking  of  the 
Apaches,  to  go  over  some  of  the  same  ground  that  I  covered  last 
year,  because  somfe  may  be  unfamiliar  with  it.  This  band  of  Apaches 
kept  Arizona  and  New  Mexico  literally  flowing  with  blood  for  nearly 
twenty  years.  Their  position  under  the  government  is  somewhat 
unique.  They  are  prisoners  of  war,  captured  red-handed,  and  turned 
over  to  the  military  authorities  to  be  kept  out  of  harm's  way.  They 
were  first  sent  to  St.  Augustine ;  but  they  were  put  into  the  case- 
mate there,  and  consumption  became  very  prevalent.  So  they  were 
transferred  to  Mount  Vernon  in  Alabama. 

I  had  known  these  people  incidentally  for  nearly  twenty  years 
before  I  was  put  in  charge  of  them  at  Mount  Vernon ;  and  a  more 
intractable  band  were  supposed  never  to  have  lived  in  this  country. 
Their  hand  was  against  every  man, —  against  other  tribes  of  Apaches 
as  well  as  the  whites.  The  very  name  of  their  chief  was  enough  to 
frighten  the  children.  They  had  very  long  hair,  their  heads  bound 
with  fillets  of  red  flannel,  their  faces  painted.  They  had  no  shoes. 
They  were  living  in  little  hovels  or  log  huts  that  they  had  constructed 
by  themselves.  They  were  melancholy  and  depressed.  It  was  a  very 
difficult  problem  to  know  what  to  do  with  them. 

My  only  order,  at  first,  was  that  hereafter  there  were  to  be  no 
more  talks,  no  more  councils.  I  told  them  that  the  business  of  their 
lives  now  must  be  work,  and  that  the  work  must  be  its  reward.  I 
announced,  "  If  you  will  work,  and  work  for  wages,  you  shall  have 
those  wages,  to  waste  or  to  spend  as  you  choose."  An  Indian  can 
never  be  taught  to  be  a  citizen-  until  he  knows  the  value  of  citizen- 
ship ;  and  the  value  of  labor  comes  in  the  fruits  of  labor.     Some  of 
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them  cut  wood,  some  cut  saw-logs,  they  worked  on  the  railroad,  or  at 
carpentry;  and  the  only  method  pursued  in  inducing  them  into 
civilization  was  that  they  must  labor  for  some  one, —  among  them- 
selves under  my  direction,  if  they  could  not  find  profitable  labor  out- 
side. They  were  free  to  go  wherever  they  wanted  to,  and,  though 
they  were  prisoners,  I  said,  "  Whenever  you  earn  enough  money  to 
go  anywhere  or  do  anything,  you  may  do  it." 

I  have  had  charge  of  these  people  for  two  years  and  a  half, 
and  their  present  condition  is  this:  their  hair  has  been  cut,  they 
are  completely  clothed,  they  wear  shoes,  they  are  like  any  other 
people  in  Alabama,  only  a  little  better,  and  behave  better.  They 
have  built  a  village  of  a  hundred  houses.  They  have  gardens,  and 
have  raised  tons  of  vegetables,  sold  them,  and  kept  the  price.  They 
have  dug  wells.  They  cook  upon  stoves.  They  dine  off  tables. 
They  have  done  all  this  without  instruction,  except  in  the  laying  out 
of  their  buildings.  I  never  allow  them  to  say  they  cannot  do  a  thing; 
I  show  them  how  to  do  it,  and  they  do  it.  The  only  cent  of  money  I 
have  received  from  the  United  States  for  the  support  of  these  people 
has  been  about  five  thousand  dollars,  which  was  appropriated  for 
nails  and  timber.  Out  of  that  they  have  built  an  entire  town. 
Geronimo,  the  blood-thirsty  old  chieftain,  I  appointed  a  justice  of 
the  peace.  Chihuahua  is  janitor  of  the  school.  Naiche  is  head  gar- 
dener, assisted  by  the  old  men  who  are  unable  to  do  manual  labor. 
Most  of  the  warriors  are  now  United  States  soldiers.  I  have  a  com- 
pany of  seventy-eight  of  them;  and  better  soldiers,  mote  reliable, 
more  faithful,  more  intelligent,  I  have  never  seen.  They  all  sign 
their  muster-rolls,  and  keep  their  own  accounts.  As  a  crucial  experi- 
ment, last  year  I  applied  to  the  War  Department  to  allow  me  to 
march  them  through  the  country,  and  keep  them  two  or  three  days 
in  the  city  of  Mobile,  to  see  if  they  could  stand  the  temptations  of 
civilized  life.  I  told  them  that  any  who  transgressed  would  be  pun- 
ished by  military  law.  I  marched  into  Mobile  on  Saturday  night. 
They  had  started  with  $277  of  pay,  besides  money  accumulated  from 
their  labor ;  and  those  seventy-eight  Indians  were  turned  loose  in  the 
town.  Four  of  them  got  drunk,  and  were  put  in  the  guard-house.  The 
rest  came  back  to  camp  perfectly  sober.  They  spent  three  days  there, 
bought  any  amount  of  trash  which  they  took  home  to  their  wives  and 
children,  and  then  marched  home,  as  clean  and  sober  a  lot  of  men  as 
I  have  ever  seen.  I  have  many  a  time  marched  into  a  city  with 
white  troops,  and  I  never  saw  any  sober  ones  come  out. 

Those  men  are  now  their  own  company  cooks.  They  have  regular 
inspection,  and  their  quarters  are  immaculately  clean.  The  only 
thing  that  is  discouraging  is  the  prevalence  of  consumption  among 
them.  Whether  it  is  that  the  Indian  cannot  be  observed  until  he 
gets  into  a  permanent  habitation,  or  whether  it  is  the  permanent  hab- 
itation which  produces  consumption,  I  am  unable  to  say.  But  I  have 
established  a  system  by  which  every  house  in  the  village  is  inspected 
twice  a  week,  all  clothing  has  to  be  washed  and  hung  out,  all  the 
houses  immaculately  clean.  All  the  Indian  dances  have  been 
stopped,  in  order  that  the  children  who  are  going  to  school  may 
grow  up  without  the  traditional  influences  of  the  savage  dances. 
This  is  a  brief  history  of  my  connection  with  them. 
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I  have  been  asked  to  tell  about  the  strike.  These  Indians  have 
learned,  as  I  have  said,  to  build  their  houses.  Six  or  seven  of  them 
were  engaged  in  building  a  house,  with  white  and  Negro  laborers. 
The  Negroes  and  white  men  struck,  and  refused  to  work  with  Indians. 
The  Indians  came  to  me  in  great  distress.  I  said,  "  Go  and  build 
the  house  yourself,  and  I  will  superintend  the  job."  They  built  the 
house,  and  made  about  $1.75  a  day  instead  of  $2,  as  they  had  ex- 
pected at  first.  Then  I  said,  *'  When  you  have  got  any  dispute  of 
that  kind,  go  and  offer  to  do  the  work  less  than  the  other  man  does. 
When  you  can  meet  the  white  man  and  the  Negro  in  his  own  market 
and  compete  with  him,  and  give  as  good  service  for  the  money  as  he 
can,  then  you  will  have  solved  the  Indian  problem." 

Prof.  Painter. —  Is  there  a  future  home  for  them  in  Alabama? 

Lieut.  WoTHERSPOON. —  That  I  do  not  know.  The  land  in  Ala- 
bama is  exceedingly  poor,  and  has  to  be  fertilized  constantly  to  pro- 
duce anything.  The  cutting  oflf  of  the  timber  from  the  uplands  has 
left  the  country  almost  bare.  I  rather  think  it  would  be  in  the  inter- 
est of  education  that  they  should  stay  there  rather  than  to  be  put  on 
more  fertile  lands.  By  and  by  they  will  find  that  the  profit  lies  in 
mechanical  labor,  and  not  in  farming. 

Mr.  Smiley. —  Ten  years  ago  General  Whittlesey  and  I  went  down 
and  saw  those  very  men  at  the  San  Carlos  Agency.  There  was  a 
large  body  of  troops  surrounding  them ;  and  yet  the  whole  country 
round  was  in  terror  of  their  lives,  and  thought  every  one  of  them 
ought  to  be  shot,  and  there  was  no  hope  for  any  Indians  at  all. 
General  Whittlesey  and  I  discussed  whether  there  was  any  hope  for 
those  men.  We  held  a  council  with  them,  and  talked  for  an  hour  or 
two.  They  asked  for  work :  they  had  nothing  to  do.  Geronimo 
begged  that  we  would  let  him  have  some  land  where  he  could  go  to 
work  and  earn  his  living ;  and  I  felt  then  that  that  was  the  solution. 

Hon.  Edward  L.  Pierce. —  Miss  Fletcher  contends,  as  I  under- 
stand her,  for  the  abolition  of  the  office  of  Indian  agent ;  and  we  all 
appreciate  the  force  of  what  she  has  said  in  that  direction.  But  I 
apprehend  that  protectors  of  Indians  in  some  form,  whether  as  agents, 
superintendents,  or  called  by  some  other  name,  cannot  soon  be  dis- 
pensed with  for  some  of  the  tribes.  They  serve  the  purpose  which 
the  officers  of  the  Freedmen's  Bureau  —  that  "  bridge  from  slavery 
to  freedom"  —  did  for  the  emancipated  Negroes. 

The  discussion  has,  however,  wandered  this  evening  from  the  ap- 
pointed topic, —  civil  service  reform  in  the  Indian  Department ;  and 
it  would  be  well  to  keep  to  it  for  the  time  which  remains.  I 
desire  to  call  attention  to  an  indictment  against  the  administration, 
recently  put  forth  in  a  political  address  in  Massachusetts,  signed  by  a 
large  number  of  gentlemen,  many  of  whom  are  distinguished  as  pro- 
fessors in  colleges,  merchants,  and  lawyers.     It  is  as  follows :  — 

corruption    in   the   INDIAN   SERVICE. 

In  the  Indian  service  the  same  system  was  adopted ;  and  the  offices,  created  for 
the  purpose  of  securing  the  proper  performance  of  our  country's  duty  to  its  un- 
happy wards,  were  given  to  the  senators  from  the  new  States  as  a  reward  for  past 
or  the  price  of  future  political  support.    This  was  done  against  the  protest  of  every 
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friend  of  the  Indians ;  and  it  resulted  in  the  general  demoralization  of  the  service 
and  the  disgraceful  Indian  outbreak  at  Pine  Rid^e,  which  cost  the  country  more  in 
money  and  honor  than  years  of  faithful  administration  can  restore.  The  public 
feeline  which  this  outbreak  created  compelled  the  President  to  place  the  physicians^ 
school  superintendents,  teachers,  and  matrons  of  the  Indian  service  —  a  small  per- 
centage of  the  total  force  —  under  the  civil  service  rules ;  but  the  other  places,  the 
most  numerous  and  valuable  pieces  of  spoil,  are  still  reserved  to  be  used  as  politi- 
cal bribes. 

I  give  no  countenance  to  these  charges  by  producing  them  here ; 
but  I  think  they  should  be  met  by  gentlemen  present  who  are  advised 
of  the  facts,  and  can  deny  the  charges  authoritatively  if  they  are  un- 
true. 

I  will  say  one  word  further.  If  I  understand  the  present  system  as 
stated  here,  it  is  that  a  Democratic  President  appoints  only  Demo- 
cratic Indian  agents  (meaning  to  appoint  only  good  men,  however) 
and  that  a  Republican  President  appoints  only  Republican  Indian 
agents  (meaning  also  to  appoint  only  good  men).  Now,  whatever 
may  be  thought  best  in  other  branches  of  the  public  service,  it  seems 
to  me  all-important  that  the  Indian  Department,  whether  under  civil 
service  rules  or  not,  ought  to  be  absolutely  divorced  from  politics, 
and  that  all  its  officers,  agents,  and  employees  should  be  appointed  to 
and  continued  in  office  without  the  slightest  reference  to  their  po- 
litical beliefs  or  connections.  This  Conference  ought  in  some  way, 
within  two  weeks  after  March  4,  1893,  to  signify  its  opinion  on  this 
subject  in  the  plainest  and  most  emphatic  terms  to  the  incoming  ad- 
ministration, whichever  party  shall  prevail. 

Gen.  Morgan. — I  would  like  to  say  a  word  on  this  subject. 
First,  the  outbreak  at  Pine  Ridge  was  not  due  to  political  appoint- 
ments. It  was  brought  about  largely  by  the  inefficiency  of  the  agent, 
who  had  been  there  for  years,  who  was  removed  because  he  was  un- 
fitted for  the  place,  not  because  of  his  political  principles.  The  out- 
break was  precipitated  by  a  combination  of  circumstances  that  could 
not  be  foreseen  or  prevented,  and  is  not  chargeable  to  the  change 
that  was  made  in  the  agent. 

The  statement  is  made  that  the  Pine  Ridge  outbreak  forced  upon 
the  administration  the  extension  of  the  civil  service  rules  over  a  part 
of  the  Indian  service,  leaving  a  large  part  still  under  the  spoils  system. 
In  the  first  place,  the  statement  is  not  true.  In  the  second  place,  when 
we  came  to  discuss  the  question  of  this  extension  of  the  civil  service 
rules,  I  talked  it  over  with  the  Civil  Service  Commissioners,  hour  by 
hour  and  day  after  day.  We  said  :  "The  Indian  service  extends  from 
the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific.  These  agents  are  away  on  the  reserva- 
tions :  it  is  difficult  to  reach  them,  and  expensive.  Their  salaries  are 
small :  the  deprivations  are  many.  Let  us  not  break  down  a  reform 
by  loading  it  with  a  burden  that  it  cannot  carry.  It  is  possible 
to  begin  with  the  superintendents  and  teachers,  the  matrons  and  phy- 
sicians." I  said, "  Is  there  any  other  class  of  the  employees  of  the  Ind- 
ian service  that  it  is  safe  to  brin^  under  the  rules  ?  "  The  commission- 
ers said,  "  No."  When  the  matter  was  laid  before  the  President,  with 
great  satisfaction  he  adopted  the  recommendations.  If  we  had  asked 
him  to  go  further  I  am  sure  he  would  have  done  so.  If  the  reform 
has  not  gone  further,  I  am  to  blame. 

President  Gates. —  That  is  a  clear  answer  to  several  of  these  alle- 
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gations.  But  can  we  avoid  the  wish  that  the  President  would  go  one 
step  farther?  The  civil  service  regulations  cannot  be  extended  to 
cover  the  appointment  of  agents.  But  in  the  appointment  of  agents, 
under  the  cover  of  what  is  called  "  home  rule,"  have  we  not  often 
seen  worthless  men,  without  experience,  put  into  office  as  agents,  at 
the  demand  of  local  politicians,  displacing  agents  of  experience  and 
capacity  whose  "  terms  had  expired  "  ?  What  reason  is  there  why  an 
agent  who  proves  himself  capable  and  useful  should  be  lost  to  the 
service,  under  the  pretext  of  an  expiring  "  term,"  merely,  because  he 
is  of  a  different  party  from  that  of  the  administration  in  power? 
Whenever  the  President  of  the  United  States  wishes  to  rise  above 
partisanship  and  put  an  end  to  this  abuse,  he  has  full  power  to 
do  so. 

I  have  profound  respect  for  President  Harrison  and  his  attitude 
toward  this  reform  :  so  I  had  for  President  Cleveland,  and  his  profes- 
sions of  interest  in  this  reform.  Whichever  of  these  two  candidates 
may  this  fall  be  elected,  we  shall  have  a  President  of  right  purpose 
toward  Indian  affairs.  But  during  Mr.  Cleveland's  administration 
Indian  agents  were  put  out  of  office,  until  only  three  or  four  who  were 
in  place  when  that  administration  began  were  left  in  office.  The  best 
men  were  displaced  repeatedly,  on  manifestly  partisan  grounds.  I 
regret  to  say,  with  all  my  confidence  in  President  Harrison's 
good  intentions,  that  the  facts  are  almost  the  same  now.  We 
have  only  two  or  three  agents  left  who  were  in  office  at  the 
close  of  the  administration  of  Mr.  Cleveland.  The  time  has  come 
for  this  to  stop.  Good  agents  who  are  in  office  ought  to  stay  in.  It 
ought  to  be  impossible  to  put  a  good  man  out  to  make  room  for  a 
local  politician  of  the  other  party,  at  the  demand  of  local  politicians. 
The  method  is  essentially  evil. 

Gen.  Morgan. —  Any  President  who  undertakes  to  handle  the 
offices  of  this  country  is  met  with  a  condition  of  things  that  he  is 
almost  powerless  to  control.  Reforms  must  come  from  the  people, 
from  public  sentiment.  They  must  come  from  a  changed  condition 
in  our  public  life  itself.  It  is  impossible  for  any  man  to  withstand 
the  tremendous  pressure  of  public  opinion  that  forces  upon  him  a 
change  which  is  not  forbidden  by  law. 

President  Gates. —  On  the  contrary,  I  believe  that  to  withstand 
such  pressure  is  precisely  what  a  good  President  is  for. 

Gen.  Morgan. —  I  am  not  here  to  defend  the  spoils  system.  I 
am  not  here  to  plead  for  politics  in  the  Indian  system.  I  abominate 
it.  I  believe  that  we  ought  to  strike  at  the  root  of  this  matter. 
But  the  present  administration  has  taken  great  pains  in  sifting 
the  men  who  are  proposed  and  in  getting  the  best  that  the  system 
•will  allow.  And  under  it  the  personnel  of  the  Indian  service  has 
l^een  improved  fifty  per  cent.  Again,  you  cannot  tell  who  will  make 
a  good  agent  till  you  have  tried  him.  No  system  will  secure  it. 
Civil  service  will  not  secure  it.  N(^hing  will  but  experience.  And 
the  President,  when  his  appointees  have  proved  incompetent,  has  in 
several  instances  turned  them  out. 

Finally,  taking  the  Indian  agents  as  a  body,  and  considering  the 
salary,  the  temptations,  the  surroundings,  and  all  the  circumstances, 
1  believe  they  will  bear  comparison  with  the  bank  presidents  or  the 
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bank  cashiers,  with  the  army  officers  or  the  postmasters,  or  with  any 
class  of  men  in  the  country.  That  is  a  radical  statement,  but  I  be- 
lieve it  will  bear  the  test. 

President  Gates. —  Now  let  us  get  the  law  into  such  form  that> 
when  agents  of  this  desirable  kind  have  been  appointed,  when  they 
have  shown  their  fitness,  and  when  the  principles  we  labor  to  express 
are  being  worked  out,  those  men  shall  stay,  and  shall  not  be  put  out 
to  make  room  for  the  "statesmen  out  of  a  job,"  who  are  pressed  by 
local  politicians  upon  the  attention  of  a  President  who  will  not  say 
no.  For  eight  years  we  have  met  here,  and  constantly  the  testimony 
has  been,  **  We  fail  in  all  our  efforts  towards  reform,  because,  as  soon 
as  a  good  man  gets  well  at  work,  he  is  displaced."  Lieutenant  Woth- 
erspoon  is  doing  now  just  what  General  Millroy  was  doing  eight 
years  ago.  He  had  the  same  system  well  organized  seven  years  ago, 
when  he  was  displaced  on  political  grounds.  This  is  not  an  arraign- 
ment of  any  administration.  It  is  a  criticism  of  a  method.  It  is 
folly  for  us  to  meet  here  and  talk  of  general  principles,  unless  we 
have  enough  of  the  courage  of  our  convictions  to  denounce  particular 
wrongs.  I  think  there  is  a  duty  to  patriotism  that  is  above  party 
allegiance.  We  should  deliver  ourselves  clearly  on  this  subject^ 
otherwise  our  meetings  are  useless. 

Mr.  Roosevelt. —  I  did  not  intend  to  touch  on  this  subject.  But 
the  article  Mr.  Pierce  has  read  is  a  piece  of  such  foul  injustice  that  I 
must  protest  against  it.  And,  making  that  protest,  I  shall  also  be 
bound  in  honor  to  go  on  and  speak  more  strongly  in  the  line  of  what 
Mr.  Gates  has  said  than  I  had  expected  to  speak  to-night. 

In  reference  to  the  outbreak  at  Pine  Ridge,  the  trouble  came 
partly  from  ghost-dancing  and  shortage  of  food,  with  which  no 
change  of  agents  could  have  anything  to  do.  It  is  true,  however, 
that  there  would  have  been  a  good  chance  of  averting  it,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  spoils  system.  But  the  good  agent  who  was  removed 
was  McGillicuddy,  who  was  removed  by  Cleveland,  and  Gallagher 
put  in  his  place.  When  he  was  removed,  I  am  bound  to  say  that 
a  man  even  worse  was  put  in :  but  this  was  just  as  the  outbreak  took 
place,  and  when  it  was  too  late  to  stop  it.  I  am  not  defending  the 
present  administration;  but  it  is  entirely  untrue  to  imply,  as  this 
article  does,  that  the  agency  service  has  been  debauched  under  this 
administration  more  than  under  the  last. 

You  have  all  doubtless  read,  in  "Alice  through  the  Looking-Glass,**^ 
the  ballad  of  "  The  Walrus  and  the  Carpenter."  Do  you  remember 
Alice  said  afterward,  "  I  like  the  walrus  best,  because  you  see  he  was 
a  little  sorry  for  the  poor  oysters." 

"He  ate  more  than  the  carpenter,  though,"  said  Tweedledee. 
"  You  see  he  held  his  handkerchief  in  front,  so  that  the  carpenter 
couldn*t  see  how  many  he   took." 

"  That  was  mean,"  said  Alice.  "  Then  I  like  the  carpenter  best» 
if  he  didn't  eat  so  many  as  the  walrus." 

"  But  he  ate  as  many  as  he  could  get,"  said  Tweedledum. 

"  Well,"  said  Alice,  "  they  were  both  very  unpleasant  characters." 

In  the  matter  of  the  Indian  agency  service  I  have  not  a  word  to 
say  in  defence  of  the  present  administration,  except  to  demand,  in 
the  name  of  common  justice,  that  one  party  be  not  attacked  in  con- 
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trast  with  another  whose  record  is  just  as  black.  But,  as  to  the  re- 
mainder of  the  Indian  service,  we  have  gone  forward  under  this  admin- 
istration, whereas  no  advance  was  made  under  the  last.  We  have 
included  all  the  educational  branches  in  the  classified  service ;  and 
every  word  that  General  Morgan  has  said  with  reference  to  that  is 
true.  We  have  advanced;  but  the  main  question  —  that  of  appoint- 
ing and  removing  agents  —  we  cannot  touch  by  the  civil  service  law. 
I  cannot  say  that  I  agree  with  General  Morgan  in  his  estimate  of  the 
average  civilian  agent  as  he  now  is.  That  he  does  not  compare  well 
with  the  average  bank  president  is  not  to  be  wondered  at.  If  you 
took  as  president  of  a  bank  the  best  man  presented  out  of  a  tolerably 
scaly  lot  (presented,  too,  out  of  a  lot  of  men  who  never  call  them- 
selves "  the  President's  appointment,"  but  "  Senator  A's  man,"  or  say, 
"Yes,  B  got  me  in  ";  or  "  I  was  B's  man,  and  Tompkins  was  Z's  man, 
and  finally  they  agreed  that  I  should  have  the  agency  and  Tompkins 
should  have  the  chief  clerkship  ")  ;  if  you  appointed  your  bank  presi- 
dent on  the  recommendation  of  irresponsible  or  outside  politicians, 
and  then  let  him  understand  that,  no  matter  how  well  he  did,  he  would 
go  out  at  the  end  of  four  years,  you  would  lower  the  level  of  bank 
presidents  pretty  rapidly.  We  might  get  the  best  men  into  the  ser- 
vice if  we  could  guarantee  continuity  of  service  during  good  be- 
havior j  and,  as  the  commissioner  says,  the  civil  service  law  cannot 
cover  that.  Let  us  do  away  with  a  system  which,  when  we  do  get  good 
men,  eliminates  them  from  the  service ;  and,  as  a  first  step  towards 
this,  let  us  heartily  condemn  the  removal  or  non-reappointment  of 
good  agents,  no  matter  under  which  administration  it  occurs,  and 
condemn  no  less  heartily  the  appointment  of  unfit  agents  or  of  agents 
for  political  reasons. 

Senator  Dawes. —  I  claim  to  have  had  some  experience  with  the 
Indian  agents — fifty-eight  of  them — for  fourteen  years.  There  has 
not  been  an  agent  appointed  who  has  not  received  the  commendation 
of  every  member  of  the  Indian  Committee  of  the  Senate,  the  mem- 
bers of  which  are  equally  divided  among  the  two  parties.  I  do  not 
remember  a  single  political  division  on  any  question  in  that  committee. 
They  believed  these  men  were  fit  men  for  the  places,  just  as  the  Presi- 
dents believed  they  were  when  they  nominated  them.  And  though  it 
is  true  that  the  Presidents  and  the  members  of  the  Indian  committee 
equally  have  made  sad  mistakes,  still  they  believed,  from  the  informa- 
tion they  had  at  the  time,  that  —  for  the  meagre  compensation  that  is 
given  a  man  to  go  out  from  civilized  life  and  make  a  home  among 
savages  —  they  had  appointed  the  best  they  could.  The  Indian  com- 
mittee and  its  chairman  for  the  last  fourteen  years  are  just  as  respon- 
sible for  those  mistakes  as  any  President  has  been.  When  men 
understand  the  beginning  and  the  end,  the  detail  and  the  ramifications 
of  this  affair,  they  will  be  more  moderate  in  denouncing  universally 
and  without  discrimination  the  Indian  service. 

President  Gates. —  No  one  believes  that  any  committee  or  any 
President  can  avoid  making  occasional  mistakes ;  and,  if  any  of  us 
denounce  occasional  errors  as  criminal,  we  must  be  most  unreasona- 
ble. The  point  that  we  raise  is  this :  when  it  is  perfectly  obvious  that 
a  good  man  is  in  office  as  agent,  why  should  the  mere  fact  that  he  has 
been  four  years  in  the  service  —  a  fact  which  increases  his  value  to 
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the  service  —  be  made  the  pretext  for  his  removal  ?  In  the  name  of 
justice  and  decency,  let  such  a  man  be  reappointed,  irrespective  of 
his  party  relations. 

Mr.  Smiley. —  I  think  the  injury  done  to  the  Indian  service  in  the 
matter  of  agents  is  mainly  in  changing.  An  agent  is  appointed  for 
four  years.  At  the  end  of  the  term  he  has  a  large  amount  of  experi- 
ence. That  experience  is  more  important  in  the  Indian  service  than 
in  any  other  branch  of  service.  A  postmaster  can  learn  his  business 
in  six  months,  at  longest ;  but  an  Indian  agent  cannot  learn  his  with- 
out two  or  three  years  of  training.  It  is  the  most  absurd  thing  possi- 
ble for  an  able  and  conscientious  and  experienced  man,  at  the  end  of 
four  years,  to  be  displaced  because  he  is  not  of  the  right  party.  Mr. 
Eels,  near  Tacoma,  a  most  excellent  man,  and  Mr.  McLaughlin,  up  in 
Dakota,  have  been  kept  in,  in  spite  of  the  protests  of  party  leaders,  by 
a  strong  public  sentiment  which  protested  against  their  removal.  But 
others  have  been  removed  who  were  excellent  men,  or,  if  not  strictly 
removed,  not  reappointed  when  their  term  expired.  Such  men  should 
be  reappointed  in  every  instance. 

Senator  Dawes. —  That  is  perfectly  true. 

Mrs.  QuiNTON. —  General  Morgan  has  told  us  that  the  President 
was  willing  to  go  as  far  in  the  reform  of  the  Indian  service  as  he  was 
asked.  Why  may  not  this  Conference  ask  that  the  nomination  of 
Indian  agents  be  taken  out  of  politics  altogether,  and  put  into  the 
hands  of  the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners,  they  to  nominate  only 
such  as  are  fit  for  the  place,  and  to  keep  them  in  ofBce  during  good 
behavior? 

Dr.  Ellinwood  presented  the  following  telegram,  and  moved  that  it 
be  sent  by  the  Conference  to  President  Harrison  :  — 

"The  Mohonk  Conference,  mindful  that  the  home  of  the  chief 
magistrate  of  the  nation  is  darkened  by  the  presence  of  severe  and 
dangerous  illness,  desires  to  express  its  heartfelt  sympathy  with  Presi- 
dent Harrison,  and  especially  with  his  suffering  wife.  It  is  the  prayer 
of  the  Conference  that,  if  possible,  recovery,  and  in  any  event  abun- 
dant grace  may  be  given." 

The  telegram  was  adopted,  and  ordered  sent  by  a  unanimous  vote 
of  the  members. 

President  Gates. —  We  are  to  listen  now  to  a  poem  which  is  to  be 
national  in  its  connection  with  tha  celebration  at  Chicago.  We  have 
had  the  delight  of  hearing  from  Miss  Proctor  before.  We  all  know 
that  charming  scene  in  "  Hiawatha,"  where  the  apostle  of  all  that  is 
good  for  his  people,  the  bringer-in  of  higher  forms  of  life,  has  the 
wrestling-match  with  the  green-clad  brave,  and  after  his  victory  buries 
his  antagonist,  from  whose  grave  the  corn  springs  up,  emblem  at  once 
of  the  higher  order  to  be  expected  on  this  continent  and  of  the  Ind- 
ian's relation  with  the  new  order  of  life.  Miss  Proctor  has  written  a 
I>oem,  known  as  the  "  Corn  Song,"  and  adopted  for  the  festival  to 
which  I  have  alluded  at  Chicago ;  and  she  has  kindly  promised  to  re- 
cite it  to  us  to-night. 

Miss  Edna  Dean  Proctor  then  recited  the  "  Corn  Song,"  and  also 
her  ballad,  "The  Banner  of  Columbus." 
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Friday  Morning,  October  14. 


The  Conference  was  called  to  order  at  10  a.m.  by  Mr.  Smiley,  after 
prayer  by  President  J.  M.  Taylor,  D.D.,  of  Vassar  College. 

Mr.  Smiley  announced  that  President  Gates  had  been  called 
away  by  imperative  duty  elsewhere,  and  nominated  Hon.  Philip  C. 
Garrett  as  Chairman  of  the  Conference  during  the  remaining  sessions. 
Mr.  Garrett  was  unanimously  elected. 

Mr.  Garrett,  on  taking  the  chair,  announced  the  subject  of  the 
morning  to  be  "  Law  for  the  Indians." 

He  wished  first,  however,  to  make  the  announcement  that  Mr. 
Shipley,  of  Cincinnati,  a  member  of  the  Conference,  had  been  inter- 
ested by  the  proposal  to  establish  a  Mohonk  Fund  for  the  education 
of  bright  Indian  pupils,  and  had  offered  to  support  one  Indian  boy  at 
an  Eastern  college.  This  generous  offer  he  thought  it  proper  ta 
mention,  and  would  refer  it  to  the  committee  on  the  fund. 

Mr.  Ginn,  for  the  committee,  said  that  the  list  was  open,  and 
$1,600  had  already  been  received.  $5,000  could  be  used  to  advan- 
tage this  year. 

Gen.  Morgan. —  I  rejoice  in  the  creation  of  this  fund.  If  the 
committee  wish  to  throw  it  open  to  competition  to  the  pupils  of  the 
various  government  and  church  schools,  the  Indian  Office  will  gladly 
co-operate  in  securing  information,  so  that  those  who  are  selected  to 
be  beneficiaries  shall  be  of  the  highest  types  thus  far  produced. 

Mr.  Garrett  then  read  the  report  of  the  Law  Committee,  as  fol- 
lows :  — 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON    LAW. 

A  committee  was  appointed  at  the  last  Conference  to  inquire  inta 
the  expediency  and  practicability  of  securing  certain  legislation  on 
behalf  of  the  Indians.  There  has  been  no  opportunity  for  any  con- 
ference of  the  members  of  that  committee.  Mr.  Stimson,  who  has 
just  arrived,  will  present  his  own  views.  Two  other  members  are 
present,  and  from  a  fourth  we  have  received  a  written  communica- 
tion ;  and  this,  as  well  as  suggestions  from  Professor  Thayer  and  Dr. 
Lyman  Abbott,  will  be  partly  embodied  in  the  following  report. 
They  concur  in  the  opinions  previously  expressed,  that  some  legisla- 
tion is  needed  to  provide  the  reservation  Indians  with  courts  of  jus- 
tice. As  regards  the  measure  known  as  the  Thayer  Bill,  it  is  not  the 
wish  of  Mr.  Thayer,  nor  their  opinion,  that  this  particular  draft  of  a 
law  should  be  pressed.     It  is  true,  as  is  alleged  by  opponents  of  this 
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legislation,  that  the  most  effectual  remedy  for  the  present  laclc  of  law 
is  the  entire  obliteration  of  the  reservations,  and  the  bringing  of  all 
these  Indians  under  the  laws  of  the  several  States.  But  we  think 
the  present  Commissioner's  estimate  of  the  rapidity  with  which  this 
can  be  accomplished  is  not  likely  to  be  realized.  It  will  probably  be 
ten  and  perhaps  twenty  years  before  all  of  them  are  brought  into 
this  relation ;  and  in  the  mean  time  there  will  be  considerable  bodies 
of  Indians  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  law,  and  deprived  of  it,  unless 
some  provision  is  made.  A  judge  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United 
States  in  Montana  in  June  last,  in  holding  a  Flathead  Indian  not 
punishable  for  an  assault  with  intent  to  murder  committed  upon  an- 
other member  of  his  tribe  on  the  reservation,  had  to  express  his  regret 
that  "  an  adequate  and  proper  code  of  laws  has  not  yet  been  enacted 
by  Congress  "  for  the  government  of  the  Indians.*  The  present  leg- 
islation covers  very  few  crimes,  and  the  present  courts  of  Indian 
Offences  are  entirely  inadequate  to  the  demands  of  the  situation. 
Even  if  Congress  is  not  yet  prepared  to  enact  laws  for  the  protection 
of  the  Indians,  there  ought  to  be  some  legislation  providing  a  better 
system  of  government  for  them.  The  Agency  System  is  too  despotic, 
without  important  modification,  even  for  their  present  stage  of  ad- 
vancement towards  civilization,  and  should  be  replaced  by  something 
more  democratic,  and  consistent  with  free  institutions. 

A  short  code  should  be  provided,  affixing  penalties,  among  other 
things,  for  ghost  dances  and  other  barbarous  rites ;  providing  that  an 
Indian  who  kills  another  man,  whether  white  or  Indian,  shall  be 
punishable  for  murder;  prohibiting  wars,  either  against  the  United 
States  or  with  other  tribes ;  and  providing  that  those  who  engage  in 
them,  or  incite  to  them,  will  be  punished  individually  for  engaging  in, 
or  inciting  to,  riot,  murder,  or  treason. 

Whatever  legislation  can  be  had,  of  this  character,  ought  to  be 
obtained  without  undue  delay.  An  interview  with  the  leading  senator 
and  member  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  last  January,  indi- 
cated a  probability  that  any  such  legislation  would  have  to  be  on  the 
lines  of  the  present  Indian  Courts,  and  that  Congress  would  not  be 
likely  to  pass  any  measure  involving  a  more  elaborate  or  expensive 
system.  He  had  been  working  on  such  a  measure,  and  had  given 
much  thought  to  it,  and  we  understood  that  the  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Affairs  was  assisting  in  drawing  up  such  a  scheme;  but  no 
bill  has  as  yet  been  introduced  into  Congress  from  that  source.  The 
bill  which  has  been  prepared  by  our  colleague,  Mr.  Stimson,  has  been 
introduced  in  the  Lower  House  and  committed.  Whatever  measure, 
at  the  same  time  adequate  and  practicable,  shall  be  put  on  its  passage 
in  Congress,  we  think  the  Mohonk  Conference  should  give  to  it  sup- 
port and  aid.  Reject  every  bill  yet  proposed,  if  you  please,  but  let 
us  have  something. 

As  to  the  proposition  referred  to  at  the  last  Conference  for  the 
assumption  by  the  United  States  government  of  municipal  taxes  and 
expenses  incurred  on  allotted  Indian  lands  during  the  twenty-five 
years'  probationary  tenure  by  them  of  these  lands,  a  bill  providing 
for  this  assumption  was  introduced  in  the  Senate  during  the  last  ses- 
sion, but  did  not  reach  its  passage.     A  declaration  by  the  Conference 

•  Umiitd States  v.  Bamahy,  51  Federal  Reporter,  20. 
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in  favor  of  this  bill,  we  think,  would  be  timely  and  in  the  direction  of 
thought  advocated  here.  It  is  further  suggested  whether  it  would 
not  be  feasible  to  provide  that  Indians  not  citizens  might  in  all  cases 
appeal  to  the  federal  courts,  and  might  have  proceedings  against 
themselves,  whether  civil  or  criminal,  removed  into  the  federal  courts. 
With  these  suggestions  to  the  Conference,  we  leave  the  subject  to 
your  discussion. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Charles  R.  Lawson,  trial 
justice  at  Santee  Agency,  Nebraska,  giving  a  detailed  account  of 
twenty-five  cases  tried  before  him,  showing  the  great  difficulties  inci- 
dent to  administering  justice  on  an  Indian  reservation  where  most  of 
the  Indians  are  in  an  advanced  state  of  civilization,  and  are  living 
on  their  allotments.  It  showed  the  difficulties  of  educating  the  Ind- 
ians up  to  the  understanding  of  their  duties  as  witnesses  and  their 
obligations  under  the  law,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  made  it  clear 
that,  unless  some  means  be  provided  for  paying  the  Indian's  propor- 
tion of  the  expenses  of  the  courts,  the  courts  will  not  be  open  to  him. 

Mr.  Garrett. —  I  will  call  first  upon  Mr.  F.  J.  Stimson  to  address 
the  Conference  on  the  subject  of  this  report  and  on  the  special  meas- 
ure drafted  by  him  and  introduced  into  the  House. 

Mr.  Stimson. —  I  am  going  to  ask  the  Conference,  first,  to  do  as  to 
this  subject  what  we  did  after  the  last  meeting.  As  you  have  just 
heard  from  Mr.  Garrett,  the  Thayer  Bill  seems  to  have  met  with 
criticism,  as  being  too  cumbrous.  We  ceased,  therefore,  to  concern 
ourselves  with  that  measure.  We  then  put  ourselves  in  the  position 
of  taking  the  matter  up  as  if  it  had  been  untouched,  and  that  is  what 
I  should  like  to  do  now. 

Let  us  assume,  then,  that  the  question  has  come  up  for  the  first 
time.  There  is  no  Thayer  Bill :  no  bills  have  been  suggested.  We 
have  every  right  to  take  every  principle  as  a  new  one.  I  will  assume 
as  an  axiom,  to  begin  with,  that  law  is  a  good  thing  for  a  people  that 
we  hope  to  civilize.  We  all  know  that  our  civilization  is  based  on 
law;  our  communities  differ  from  those  of  savages  in  no  other  im- 
portant particular. 

The  next  thing  to  refer  to  is  the  question  of  the  reservation  system, 
possibly  very  soon  to  come  to  an  end.  We  should  not  attempt  any 
system  of  legislation  for  courts  and  laws  if  all  the  reservations  are  to 
come  to  an  end  in  two  or  four  years,  and  if  they  are  really  going  to 
be  .constituent  parts  of  the  States  and  Territories  in  which  they  lie. 
As  to  this  I  can  only  state  my  honest  conclusion,  that  probably  it  will 
not  be  in  four  years,  or  even  in  ten,  and  possibly  not  in  twenty. 
That  is  the  first  assumption  that  I  feel  bound  to  make,  because  I 
freely  admit  that,  if  the  reservations  are  to  be  thrown  open  in  two  or 
four  years,  all  I  have  to  say  further  has  no  bearing. 

In  the  second  place,  I  wish  to  note  that,  even  should  many  of  the 
reservations  come  to  an  end  more  promptly  than  we  think,  there  is  a 
great  deal  of  doubt  in  every  practical  lawyer's  mind  as  to  whether 
the  allotment  act  and  the  reservation  being  thrown  open  is  really  go- 
ing to  result,  soon  or  even  in  a  number  of  years,  in  the  incorporation 
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of  the  reservation  as  a  part  of  the  State.  We  doubt  whether  the 
State  will  throw  the  protection  of  the  machinery  of  its  laws  over  these 
reservations.  We  hear,  on  the  one  hand,  from  Miss  Fletcher,  that  it 
has  been  done  in  South  Dakota  in  one  instance.  On  the  other  hand,  I 
am  told  by  Mr.  Painter  that  it  has  not  generally  been  done ;  and  I 
know  from  my  own  observation,  in  Wisconsin  and  elsewhere,  that 
even  twenty  or  thirty  years  after  a  State  has  become  a  prosperous 
modern  commonwealth  the  Indians  on  the  reservation  have  really 
no  law  as  to  their  property  rights.  We  all  know  the  expense  of 
carrying  on  a  civilized  government, —  that  sheriffs  and  sheriffs'  offi- 
cers and  court-rooms  and  jails  must  be  paid  for.  Probate  courts, 
records,  and  all  that  are  expensive.  Even  now  in  the  Western 
-counties  almost  the  first  thing  they  have  to  do  is  to  issue  county 
bonds,  perhaps  to  pay  for  these  very  appliances  which  we  ex- 
pect the  Indians  to  get.  We  know  also  that  the  Indian  counties 
that  are  now  reservations  could  not  issue  such  county  bonds,  that 
they  do  not,  in  fact,  pay  taxes.  We  are  familiar  with  the  local  jeal- 
ousy which  arouses  white  man  against  Indian,  and  with  his  reluctance 
to  expend  any  portion  of  his  own  money  raised  by  the  taxes  in  improv- 
ing their  condition.  Therefore,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  not  certain 
that  even  the  allotment  of  the  reservations  in  severalty  will  at  once 
solve  the  question.  I  think,  as  was  shown  by  Mr.  Painter,  that  we 
need  most  to  introduce  the  protection  of  the  law-making  power,  not  only 
and  not  chiefly  for  criminal  matters,  but  to  protect  them  in  their  be- 
ginnings of  civilization,  in  their  acquirement  of  property  and  their  use 
of  it,  in  making  contracts  with  each  other,  and  against  the  whites  on 
the  reservation.  Therefore,  I  think  it  is  clear  that  it  would  be  wise, 
at  least,  to  inquire  very  carefully  whether  some  system  of  courts  and 
laws  should  not  be  established,  provided  it  can  be  done  without  being, 
on  the  one  hand,  too  complex,  too  cumbrous,  too  expensive,  or,  on  the 
other  hand,  without  making  what  has  been  termed  a  new  kind  of  ex- 
orescence  on  our  general  legal  system.  I  feel  very  strongly  that 
there  should  be  nothing  in  the  nature  of  special  legislation  for  the 
Indians. 

Starting  with  these  two  points,  I  tried,  with  the  valuable  assistance 
of  Senator  Dawes,  to  sketch  out  something  which  would  fulfil  the  two 
conditions,  and  which  would  be  so  elastic  that  it  would  be  entirely 
tentative, —  which  would  enable  the  executive  power  to  try  the  experi- 
ment on  one  reservation,  and  then  drop  the  whole  matter  if  it  did  not 
work. 

There  would  be  no  objection,  perhaps,  to  making  the  federal  dis- 
trict judges  judges  also  over  reservations,  giving  them  jurisdiction, 
both  original  in  important  matters  and  by  appeal  in  matters  which 
were  not  so  important.  At  the  time  when  the  subject  of  law  was  first 
discussed  we  all  remember  that  there  were  many  Territories  and  un- 
organized sections  of  the  country  where  there  were  no  federal  district 
oourts.  Now  these  courts  exist  in  every  State,  but  still  there  are  large 
geographical  sections  which  could  not  be  covered  by  the  federal  dis- 
trict court  system  with  reasonable  convenience  to  the  Indian.  There- 
fore, I  think  it  might  become  necessary  not  to  confine  ourselves 
merely  to  the  district  courts,  but  to  enable  the  President  to  build  on 
them  by  creating  some  judges  in  such  places  as  he^or  the  Senate 
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might  deem  wise.  I  have  accordingly  attempted  to  draw  up  a  biir 
on  those  lines,  which  I  wish  to  say  again  are  purely  geographical. 
All  the  jurisdiction  of  this  bill  applies  to  whites  or  Indians  or  any  one 
else  living  on  a  reservation,  in  the  same  way  that  law  now  applies  to 
what  may  happen  on  an  American  ship  at  sea. 


AN  ACT 

To  supply  courts  for  the  Indian  reservations,  and  to  supplement  the  act  of  Febru- 
ary eight,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  entitled  An  Act  to  provide  for  the 
allotment  of  lands  in  severalty  to  Indians  on  the  various  reservations,  and  to  ex- 
tend the  protection  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  and  the  Territories  over  the 
Indians,  and  for  other  purposes,  by  providing  a  final  disposition  for  the  Indian 
Reservations  in  the  United  States. 

1.  The  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  may  appoint, 
from  time  to  time,  judges  for  the  Indian  reservations  in  the  States  and  Territories 
west  of  the  Mississippi,  who  shall  have  jurisdiction  of  matters  and  disputes,  civil 
and  criminal,  arising  upon  such  reservations  as  shall  be  specified  in  each  appoint- 
ment :  pro7'icicd  that  not  more  than  one  judge  shall  be  apjjointcd  for  any  reserva- 
tion, but  as  many  neighboring  reservations  as  the  President  deem  proper,  all 
situate  in  one  State  or  Territory,  shall  be  included  in  each  district.  Said  judges 
shall  hold  office  during  good  beliavior ;  they  shall  be  termed  reservation  judges, 
and  shall  have  the  usual  jurisdiction  and  powers  of  district  judges  of  the  United 
States,  and  also  gcn'^ral  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction  of  all  causes  arising  upon 
such  reservations,  with  api^eal  to  the  Circuit  Courts  of  the  United  States  as  in  ordi- 
nary cases  of  appeal  from  district  judges ;  and,  for  the  purposes  of  this  act,  the 
territories  of  New  Mexico  and  Arizona  shall  be  annexed  to,  and  considered  part! 
of,  the  district  of  California,  and  the  Territory  of  Utah  to  the  district  of  Colorado  : 
proz'ided  that  not  more  than  ten  judges  shall  be  under  appointment  at  any  time  for 
all  Indian  reservations  subject  to  this  act.  Each  judge  shall  appoint  a  clerk,  who 
shall  have  a  salary  of  $i,ooo  per  annum,  and  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  duties  of  a 
clerk  of  such  courts  shall  have  the  power  and  perform  the  duties  of  registrar  of 
deeds  and  register  of  probate  for  the  reservations  over  which  the  court  has  juris- 
diction;  and  both  judge  and  clerk  shall  be  allowed  their  reasonable  travelling  ex- 
penses. 

2.  Said  courts  shall  have  original  jurisdiction  of  all  matters  arising  on  such  reser- 
vations between  and  among  Indians  or  whites  in  which  the  sum  involved  exceeds 
$20,  and  of  all  criminal  offences  of  which  a  person  convicted  is  subject  to  an  in- 
famous punishment,  and  shall  have  appellate  jurisdiction  in  all  Ciises  from  the 
commissioners'  courts  hereinafter  provided.  They  shall  sit  at  least  twice  a  year 
in  each  reservation. 

3.  The  President  may  appoint  one  or  more  Indians,  or,  if  no  Indian  be  com- 
petent, any  other  persons,  on  each  reservation,  to  be  court  commissioners,  with  the 
ordinary  powers  of  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  State  or  Territory  where  the  res- 
ervation is  situate,  or  of  a  United  States  commissioner,  and  with  power  to  bind 
over  and  commit  for  hearing  by  the  reservation  court;  and  they  shall  also  have 
civil  jurisdiction  over  matters  arising  on  the  reservation  in  whicn  the  amount  in- 
volved does  not  exceed  $20,  and  criminal  jurisdiction  over  petty  offences  not  sub- 
jecting the  person  convicted  thereof  to  infamous  punishment.  And  until  such  a|> 
pointment  the  Indian  or  agents'  Courts  of  Indian  Offences,  now  existing  and  already 
established  on  any  reservation,  shall  be  clothed  with  the  power  and  authority 
herein  given  to  such  commissioners*  courts.  One  or  more  such  commissioners 
may  hold  court  in  important  cases,  when  they  deem  it  of  advantage  so  to  do ;  and  in 
such  case  the  decision  of  the  majority  shall  be  the  verdict,  finding,  or  judgment  of 
the  court,  subject  to  appeal  as  hereinafter  provided. 

4.  Both  such  reservation  courts  and  the  commissioners'  courts  shall  apply  and 
be. governed  by  the  law  and  procedure  of  the  State  or  Territory  in  which  each  such 
reservation  lies,  and  such  laws  are  hereby  extended  over  each  such  reservation  when 
they  are  not  in  conflict  with  any  act  of  the  United  States  now  or  hereafter  passed; 
but  the  provisions  of  such  latter  shall  in  all  cases  control,  when  so  conflicting: 
provided  that  the  jurisdiction  over  certain  criminal  offences  given  to  the  United 
States    district    courts    by    the    act    of    March     third,    eighteen    hundred    and 
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-eighty-five,  entitled  An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  current  and  contin- 
gent expenses  of  the  Indian  Department,  and  for  fulfilling  treaty  stipulations  with 
various  Indian  tribes  for  the  year  ending  June  thirteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and 
-eighty-six,  and  for  other  purposes,  is  hereby  transferred  to  the  reservation  court, 
if  any,  hereunder  created  for  the  reservation  in  which  the  offence  occurred. 

5.  Cases  in  the  commissioners'  courts  may  be  tried  with  a  jury,  if  claimed  by 
■cither  party,  which  may  consist  of  six  persons,  of  whom  at  least  three  shall  be 

Indians,  if  an  Indian  be  a  party.  Cases  m  the  reservation  courts  must  be  tried  by 
an  ordinary  jury,  if  claimed  by  either  partj,  and  at  least  six  of  such  jury  shall 
be  Indians,  if  an  Indian  be  a  party;  and  m  criminal  cases,  if  the  defendant  be  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  such  jury  shall  be  composed  of  such  citizens,  provided 
a  sufficient  number  can  be  found  within  the  reservation.  Original  civil  actions 
shall  in  such  reservation  courts  be 'begun  by  a  mere  complaint,  which  ma^  be  in 
the  form  of  a  written  complaint  mailed  to  the  clerk  by  the  party  plaintiff,  and 
sworn  to  by  him.  The  clerk  shall  reduce  such  letter  to  a  formal  complaint,  if  nec- 
essary, and  thereupon  shall  issue  process ;  and  the  pleadings  and  procedure  there- 
after shall  conform,  so  far  as  possible,  to  the  laws  of  the  State  or  Territory  in 
which  the  reservation  lies.  Criminal  prosecutions  may  be  commenced  in  such 
reservation  courts  by  information  of  the  Indian  agent  for  the  reservation,  or,  if  he 
refuse,  upon  complaint  of  the  person  injured  filed  with  the  reservation  court  clerk ; 
or,  if  the  person  accused  be  a  citizen,  a  grand  jury  may  be  impanelled;  or  a 
warrant  may  issue,  without  indictment,  after  hearing  before  the  judge.  Suits,  both 
civil  and  criminal,  in  the  commissioners'  courts,  may  be  begun  informally,  by 
oral  or  written  complaint;  but  the  commissioner  shall  conform  as  far  as  may  be  to 
ordinary  practice  and  procedure  of  justices  of  the  peace.  The  Indian  agent,  or  his 
deputies,  shall  perform  the  ordinary  duties  of  a  sheriff  and  constable  for  such 
courts ;  and  the  agent  may  act  as  prosecuting  attorney  before  either  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  reservation  courts. 

6.  The  jails  and  court-rooms  of  the  neighboring  counties  in  the  adjoining  State 
or  Territory  may,  by  agreement,  be  used  for  such  courts;  and  proper  compensation 
for  such  use  may  be  agreed  upon  between  the  county  authorities  and  the  reserva- 
tion judge,  and  shall  be  paid  by  the  United  States,  in  addition  to  the  salaries  herein 
provided  for,  and  other  necessary  expenses,  out  of  the  funds  belonging  to  the  Ind- 
ians in  the  reservations  or  other  moneys  that  may  be  available  or  appropriated 
therefor.  In  both  courts  herein  created  Indians  shall  in  all  cases  be  competent  as 
witnesses;  and  the  attendance  of  witnesses  may  be  compelled  by  either  party,  and 
a  witness  fee  of  one  dollar  per  day  of  actual  attendance  may  be  allowed. 

7.  When  all  the  Indians  living  upon  a  reservation  have  been  allotted  lands  in 
severalty  under  the  act  of  February  eighth,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-seven, 
hereinbefore  referred  to,  and  acts  amendatory  thereof,  the  President  may,  whenever 
thereafter  he  deem  it  safe  and  practicable,  having  consideration  to  the  state  of  the 
Indians  on  the  reservation,  and  the  laws  of  the  State  in  which  the  reservation  is 
situated,  by  proclamation  declare  that  such  reservation  shall  cease  to  exist ;  but 
such  extinguishment  of  the  reservation  shall  in  no  way  affect  the  title  to  land 
therein,  and  thereupon  it  shall  become  part  of  such  State,  and  be  created  into 
such  county  or  counties,  or  added  to  such  county,  as  such  State  shall  by  proper  leg- 
islation provide;  and  thereupon  the  functions  of  the  reservation  judge,  and  all 
ofiicers  herein  provided  for,  shall  cease  and  determine.  Hut  the  President  may  ap- 
point such  judge  to  any  other  reservation  or  reservations  (if  there  be  any)  where 
reservation  courts  shall  not  at  that  time  have  been  established,  or  to  any  vacancy 
in  reservation  courts  then  existing,  without  further  confirmation  by  the  Senate. 

8.  Indians  upon  reservations  may  make  and  enforce  contracts  in  all  cases  and  of 
all  kinds,  not  specially  forbidden  by  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  may  sue  and 
be  sued  in  the  courts  herein  provided  in  their  own  name,  both  before  and  after 
they  have  received  lands  in  severalty  under  the  act  of  February  eighth,  eighteen 
hundred  and  eighty-seven,  hereinbefore  referred  to:  prin'uicd  that,  as  to  such  con- 
tracts as  by  law  require  the  approval  of  the  Interior  Department,  the  prosecution 
and  enforcement  thereof  shall  be  made  with  its  approval. 

The  first  section  does  not  enable  the  President  to  appoint  more 
than  ten  judges.  If  their  salaries  were  two  or  three  thousand  dollars 
each,  and  the  clerk  one  thousand  dollars,  at  the  outside  the  expense 
-of  this  bill  would  be  thirty  or  forty  thousand  dollars  a  year.     I  think 
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that  meets  the  objection  of  expense,  for  it  is  not  expected  under  this 
bill  that  nearly  as  many  as  ten  would  be  appointed.  Probably  some 
one  large  Territory  would  be  taken,  where  the  Indians  are  in  a  pretty 
good  state,  and  yet  where  the  reservations  are  not  yet  thrown  open ; 
and  one  judge  would  be  appointed.  Then,  if  the  system  worked  well, 
it  might  be  extended.  If  it  did  not,  it  would  be  dropped  and  the 
functions  of  that  judge  would  be  at  an  end.  In  other  words,  the  sys- 
tem is  tentative  and  elastic ;  and  in  that  respect  it  differs  from  other 
bills  which  have  been  proposed. 

I  wish  to  call  attention  also  to  the  fact  that  by  this  bill  no  great 
harm  would  be  done  if  the  Indian  agent  happened  to  be  a  judge  and 
rendered  unfair  decisions.  A  very  few  reversals  would  be  enough  to 
make  him  go  straight  in  the  future.  I  think  it  would  soon  cure  itself 
if  there  were  always  an  appeal,  but  I  cannot  claim  that  part  of  the  bill 
as  an  essential  feature.  What  has  built  up  the  present  courts  in  that 
way  was  that  the  only  new  machinery  required  is  the  single  reserva- 
tion judge. 

You  will  notice  the  provision  for  a  very  simple  procedure, —  that  is, 
the  beginning  of  a  complaint, —  which  I  borrowed  from  the  county 
court  system  in  England,  where  it  has  been  found  to  work  very  well. 
A  man  practically  writes  a  letter  to  the  clerk  of  courts,  stating  his 
complaint ;  and  the  case  goes  on  without  requiring  any  other  machinery 
on  the  Indian's  part. 

The  last  section  is  a  clear  statement  of  how  the  reservation  system 
is  to  end,  and  would  act  as  a  notice  to  all  the  people  living  on  it  that 
the  State  is  bound  to  protect  them.  If  it  does  not,  then  they  have 
recourse,  under  the  Dawes  Bill,  to  the  federal  courts. 

Senator  Piatt  thought  that  even  this  bill  was  too  complex,  though 
I  am  inclined  to  think  that  nothing  more  simple  can  be  devised.  It 
seems  to  me  that,  if  this  is  too  cumbrous,  nothing  can  be  done.  I 
only  had  the  bill  introduced  into  the  House,  and  referred  to  the 
Indian  Committee,  where  its  present  disposition  will  depend  on  the 
action  that  this  Conference  takes  this  year.  In  preparing  the  bill 
and  introducing  it,  I  was  acting  in  a  sense  as  a  committee-man  of  this 
Conference ;  and  I  feel  bound  to  do  what  they  think  best  about  it  in 
the  future.  I  hope  that,  whether  they  recommend  this  particular  bill 
or  not,  they  will  at  least  urge  again  the  necessity  of  providing  these 
courts  for  the  Indians  during  the  transition  period,  provided  it  can  be 
done  in  such  a  way  as  not  to  be  too  complex,  and  as  not  to  require 
any  special  machinery  peculiar  to  the  Indians  as  a  race. 


DISCUSSION. 

Gen.  Morgan. —  I  am  not  a  lawyer,  and  I  approach  a  delicate  and 
difficult  question  like  this  with  very  great  hesitation.  I  beg,  therefore, 
that  whatever  I  may  say  upon  it  may  be  regarded,  not  as  the  opinion 
<Jf  an  expert,  but  simply  that  of  one  who  is  attempting  to  enforce  the 
laws  that  we  now  have. 

I  will  endeavor,  so  far  as  possible,  to  follow  the  line  marked  out  by 
Mr.  Stimson  in  his  admirably  clear-cut  statement  on  the  subject. 
And,  first,  in  reference  to  the  length  of  time  that  will  probably  be  con- 
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sumed  in  the  distribution  of  the  reservations,  I  have  said  that  //  ts 
possible^  with  the  present  machinery  of  the  Indian  Office,  to  make  all 
the  allotments  that  ought  to  be  made  in  three  or  four  years,  as  will  be 
seen  in  my  annual  report.  I  am  led  to  the  conclusion  that  th^  allot- 
ment of  land  to  all  of  the  Indians  to  whom  the  application  of  the 
severalty  law  would  be  an  advantage  can  be  made  and  completed 
within  the  next  three  or  four  years,  with  the  possible  exception  of  the 
Sioux  Indians,  some  of  whom  now  desire  allotments  while  others 
strenuously  oppose  them.  But,  as  I  have  said  before,  I  do  not  think 
it  would  be  wise  to  complete  the  work  in  that  time ;  and  I  fear  that 
we  are  perhaps  pushing  the  matter  more  rapidly  than  circumstances 
will  warrant.  It  is  a  question  for  the  administration  to  consider  with 
reference  to  each  particular  reservation,  and  as  to  whether  it  will 
take  four  or  ten  or  twenty  years  is  a  matter  of  judgment  on  the  part 
of  those  who  may  be  called  upon  hereafter  to  administer  the  law.  I 
would  like,  however,  to  call  attention  to  this  very  brief  summary  of 
the  situation :  The  reservations  of  the  seven  or  eight  thousand  Ind- 
ians in  Michigan  have  already  been  broken  up.  Between  five  and 
six  thousand  Indians  in  New  York  State  would  not  come  under  this 
proposed  system  of  legislation.  There  are  large  numbers  of  Indians 
scattered  in  various  States  and  Territories,  notably  in  Nevada  and 
California,  to  whom  it  would  not  be  applicable.  Neither  would  it 
apply  to  the  Mission  Indians  of  Southern  California,  nor  to  the  eight 
thousand  Pueblo  Indians  of  New  Mexico.  It  must  exclude  also  the 
sixty-eight  thousand  of  the  five  civilized  tribes,  so  called,  in  the  Indian 
Territory.  Those  who  maintain  an  advanced  form  of  tribal  govern- 
ment, then,  aggregating  eighty-five  thousand,  would  probably  not  be 
included  in  this  proposed  scheme  of  legislation.  Also  those  who,  by 
taking  allotments  in  severalty,  have  become  or  are  becoming  citizens 
of  the  United  States, —  a  class  aggregating  about  eighty-one  thousand, 
—  would,  I  think,  be  excluded  from  this  legislation ;  and,  third,  the 
scattered  bands  of  Indians,  numbering  something  over  twenty-five 
thousand ;  and,  fourth,  those  who  are  not  sufficiently  enlightened  to 
apprehend  the  system,  or  to  be  able  to  use  it,  like  the  San  Carlos 
Apaches.  Of  these  I  suppose  there  are  about  twenty-six  thousand, 
making  in  all  two  hundred  and  eighteen  thousand  to  whom  this  scheme 
of  legislation  would  not  be  applicable,  leaving  about  twenty-seven 
thousand  for  whom  we  might  devise  some  such  system. 

We  come,  therefore,  to  a  consideration  whether  it  is  desirable  to 
have  special  legislation  for  these  Indians  of  North  and  South  Dakota 
and  for  a  very  few  others. 

I  am  inclined  to  the  opinion  that,  as  we  have  set  ourselves  to  open 
the  way  to  Indian  citizenship,  nothing  should  come  in  which  would 
check  our  progress  toward  that  end,  or  turn  us  to  one  side.  We  can 
afford  to  wait :  we  can  afford  to  be  patient.  The  Indians  have  been 
in  their  present  status  for  more  than  a  hundred  years,  and  I  do  not 
think  there  is  any  present  and  urgent  necessity  for  a  radical  change. 
Whether  the  proposed  legislation  would  interfere  with  the  allotments, 
whether  it  would  tend  to  perpetuate  the  present  agency  system, 
whether  it  would  be  regarded  practically  as  class  legislation,  and  so 
defeat  the  beneficent  ends  of  the  government,  would  depend  largely 
upon  the  specific  nature  of  the  legislation  provided.     I  am  inclined 
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to  fear  that  any  scheme  of  this  kind  might  have  a  tendency  to  per- 
petuate the  present  condition  of  things  rather  than  to  hasten  its  end. 

Now  as  to  the  cost  of  it,  which  is  always  a  serious  matter.  Every 
time  I  prepare  an  Indian  bill  I  am  confronted  with  two  conflicting 
forces.  First,  there  is  the  conviction  of  what  ought  to  be  done  for 
these  people  in  the  way  of  providing  a  school  system,  competent  pay 
for  their  agents,  policemen,  and  judges,  the  building  of  hospitals,  and 
so  on.  On  the  other  hand,  the  present  temper  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States  is  against  any  large  expenditure  for  the  Indians,  except 
that  which  in  the  speediest  time  will  render  them  capable  of  doing 
without  support.  I  have  pleaded  for  hospitals ;  for  the  Indians  are 
dying  by  the  score  and  the  hundred,  lying  on  the  ground  without  any 
proper  care.  We  provide  one  physician  to  care  for  five  thousand  of 
them,  scattered  over  a  territory  as  large  as  the  State  of  Connecticut ; 
and  we  dare  not  ask  for  more  because  of  the  expense.  So  we  must 
consider  the  expense  of  these  proposed  courts.  Suppose,  for  instance, 
we  had  a  judge  for  Pine  Ridge.  You  would  have  to  provide  a  place 
for  him  to  live  and  a  place  to  hold  court  in.  You  must  give  him  a 
place  in  which  to  confine  his  prisoners,  and  people  who  will  attend 
to  them  while  they  are  undergoing  their  sentence,  as  well  as  a  police 
force  to  enforce  the  decrees  of  the  court.  The  machinery  for  carry- 
ing into  operation  this  system  immediately  becomes  complex, —  civili- 
zation is  always  complex  and  costly, —  and  it  becomes  a  deterrent 
force,  and  will  be  such  in  the  minds  of  members  of  Congress  and  tax- 
payers. I  will  not  insist  upon  this,  however,  because  I  believe  that 
whatever  ought  to  be  done  should  be  done,  and  that  mere  matters  of 
cost  ought  not  to  weigh  against  justice  and  the  civilization  of  these 
people.  I  want  to  ask  attention  also  to  this :  To  preserve  order  for 
the  Indians,  it  is  necessary  there  should  be  a  police  force ;  and  for 
three  years  I  have  used  every  device  known  to  me  to  procure  adequate 
pay  for  this  force.  We  pay  ten  dollars  a  month  to  a  policeman,  and 
require  him  to  furnish  his  own  horse.  We  have  found  it  absolutely 
impossible  to  secure  a  competent  force  for  any  such  pitiful  sum  of 
money,  and  yet  1  have  not  been  able  to  secure  proper  pay.  If, 
therefore,  we  create  a  system  of  courts,  requiring  extra  police  to 
enforce  its  decrees,  we  are  met  with  this  increased  difficulty. 

I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  laws  have  already  been  extended 
more  fully  than  was  recognized  by  Mr.  Stimson.  Indians  who  commit 
murder^  manslaughter,  rape,  assault  with  intent  to  kill,  arson,  burglary^ 
or  larcency  against  the  person  or  property  of  another  Indian  or  other  per- 
son within  an  Indian  reservation,  are  subject  to  the  same  laws  and  penalties 
as  obtain  in  other  communities.  I  have  suggested  to  the  senators  that  they 
include  in  this  list  forgery  and  obtaining  money  under  false  pretences,  and 
one  or  two  other  crimes.  Would  not  some  simple  process,  rendering  it 
possible  for  the  Indians  to  avail  themselves  of  the  courts  as  they 
Tjow  exist,  be  better  than  an  attempt  to  create  a  new  feature  of  our 
laws? 

In  reference  to  Indians  who  have  become  citizens  availing  them- 
selves of  the  existing  courts,  I  believe  the  point  of  expense,  which  has 
already  been  mentioned,  is  a  vital  one.  Congress  has  already  made 
provision  for  meeting  the  expenses  in  many  cases  —  all  the  cases 
«nder  this  law — out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States.     And  a  bill 
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is  now  pending,  which  has  been  urged,  and  was  indeed  largely  pre- 
pared by  the  Indian  Office,  to  pay  the  taxes  for  the  Indians  upon  their 
allotted  lands.  Hereafter,  when  we  are  securing  from  them  cessions 
of  their  reservations,  the  terms  of  agreement  should  provide  that  the 
fund  thus  created  shall  be  in  part  used  for  the  payment  of  taxes  upon 
the  lands  that  are  allotted  to  them.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the 
wisest  course  lies  in  the  improvement  or  amendment  of  the  Dawes 
Bill  in  this  line. 

Mr.  Garrett. —  Is  that  the  way  the  municipal  expenses  are  pro- 
vided for  ? 

Gen.  Morgan. —  Yes.  The  Indians  are  in  many  cases  slow  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  courts.  I  do  not,  however,  regard  this  as  an  un- 
mixed evil.  I  do  not  feel  any  inclination  to  urge  the  Indians  into 
courts :  they  will  come  to  this  quite  fast  enough,  by  natural  processes. 
As  they  grow  in  intelligence,  when  they  feel  that  their  rights  have 
been  trampled  upon,  they  will  find  a  way  of  relief,  I  know  that  there 
are  evils  connected  with  this  matter,  and  I  am  prepared  to  do  what- 
ever can  be  done  in  my  official  capacity  to  remedy  them  ;  but  I  cannot 
yet  believe  that  the  remedy  lies  in  the  lines  of  what  seems  to  me  to  be  — 
though  Mr.  Stimson  repudiates  the  term  —  special  legislation.  I  think 
it  lies  in  the  gradual  application  to  this  people  of  the  laws  under  which 
we  ourselves  live. 

Mr.  Garrett. —  Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  tell  us  how  far  it  is  in 
the  power  of  the  administration,  under  existing  legislation,  to  improve 
these  courts  ? 

Gen.  Morgan. —  I  have  given  a  great  deal  of  thought  to  the 
Indian  courts.  They  sprang  up,  if  I  correctly  remember,  about  1883, 
under  Commissioner  Price,  that  admirable  man,  who  did  so  much  for 
the  cause.  In  many  cases,  they  have  done  excellent  work ;  and  the 
judges,  though  they  are  paid  almost  nothing,  are  often  admirable  men. 
The  average  pay  is  now  eight  dollars  a  month,  and  they  board  them- 
selves ;  but  Congress  has,  on  my  recommendation,  increased  the  sum, 
and  I  think  we  are  prepared  to  bring  it  to  a  point  where  we  can  secure 
the  best  men.  The  rules  and  regulations  for  these  Indian  courts  have 
recently  been  thoroughly  revised.  The  revision  provides  for  a  district- 
ing of  the  reservations ;  for  allowing  individual  judges  to  refer  cases 
that  may  be  appealed  to  an  appellate  court,  where  three  or  four  judges 
sit  together;  it  requires  more  of  the  judges  ;  they  must  be  men  who 
speak  English,  who  wear  citizen's  dress,  and  are  civilized  in  their 
habits.  Then  it  provides  for  the  extension  of  the  jurisdiction  ;  that 
they  shall  have  the  right  to  perform  the  marriage  ceremony,  and  that 
in  minor  points,  involving  the  distribution  of  personal  property,  they 
shall  have  probate  jurisdiction. 

Miss  Robertson. —  I  was  much  impressed  by  Mr.  Smiley's  re- 
mark, to  the  effect  that,  in  the  free  interchange  of  views  in  these  Con- 
ferences from  year  to  year,  those  who  had  seemed  to  differ  hopelessly 
grew  nearer  together  in  belief.  When  I  first  came  to  these  meetings, 
I  think  I  stood  alone  in  my  extreme  conservatism.  Hardly  a  meas- 
ure that  was  advocated  but  I  felt,  even  when  I  did  not  say  it,  "  Not 
yet :  the  Indians  are  not  ready  for  that  yet."  But  the  rapidly  chang- 
ing conditions  among  our  people  in  Indian  Territory  have  caused  a 
corresponding  change  of  opinion  with  me,  so  that  now,  instead  of 
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being  the  most  conservative,  I  am  perhaps  the  most  radical,  in  views 
of  any  member  of  the  Conference. 

This  morning  I  want  especially  to  urge  upon  you,  as  the  imperative 
needs  of  the  five  civilized  tribes,  complete  jurisdiction  for  the  United 
States  courts  in  the  Indian  Territory,  allotment  of  lands.  United 
States  citizenship,  and  as  quickly  as  possible  statehood.  I  believe 
that  these  people  have  gone  as  far  as  they  ever  will  under  their  pres- 
ent conditions. 

Holding  their  lands  in  common  as  they  now  do,  what  should  be 
the  equal  heritage  of  all  the  people  has  virtually  become  the  spoils  of 
the  few.  The  more  shrewd  and  scheming  intermarried  whites  and 
half-breeds  are  with  marvellous  rapidity  absorbing  in  their  pastures 
and  plantations  the  common  domain.  In  one  case,  I  know  of  the 
wire  boundary  of  a  great  pasture  which  shuts  in  the  little  farms  and 
homes  of  a  score  of  poor  full-bloods.  Individuals  have  stripped  from 
the  forests,  which  were  the  common  property  of  the  tribe,  valuable 
timber  which  they  sold  for  their  personsil  enrichment.  Individuals  are 
struggling  to  hold  for  themselves  the  mineral  resources  of  the  country. 
Justice  and  equity  would  seem  to  say  that,  if  this  land  is  a  common 
heritage,  it  should  be  divided  equally  among  those  to  whom  it  belongs. 

It  is  true  that  there  are  very  many  of  these  people  who  are  not  yet 
ready  for  citizenship ;  but,  if  we  wait  for  all  to  be  ready,  I  am  afraid 
it  will  never  come.  Their  whole  system  of  government,  of  intercourse 
with  the  United  States,  was  based  upon  the  expectation  that  these 
people  would  ever  continue  to  be  foreign  nations.  No  one,  not  even 
the  most  conservative  full-blood,  now  believes  that  this  will  be  possi- 
ble. Every  Indian  knows  that  the  extinguishment  of  Indian  title  to 
land  as  tribes  is  simply  a  question  of  time.  In  time  past  it  could  be 
urged  in  good  faith  that  every  effort  should  be  made  to  defer  this,  in 
order  that  the  helpless  and  ignorant  might  be  taught  as  to  the  coming 
changed  conditions.  I  think  my  own  position  in  this  respect  was 
something  like  that  of  the  tender-hearted  woman  who  was  going  to 
boil  a  lobster,  but  could  not  bear  to  make  it  suffer  by  plunging  it  into 
boiling  water,  and  so  placed  it  gently  in  cold  water  over  a  slow  fire. 
Would  it  not  be  wiser  and  kinder  to  these  people  who  "  stand  shiver- 
ing on  the  brink"  to  crowd  them  into  the  stream?  Some  will  go 
under:  that  is  inevitable  in  the  struggle  for  existence  everywhere. 
There  must  always  be  vicarious  sacrifice  in  the  accomplishment  of 
any  great  good,  but  the  best  interests  of  the  vast  majority  should  be 
considered  rather  than  the  few.  There  are  to-day  more  white  people 
than  Indians  in  this  Territory.  These  white  people  belong  mostly 
to  the  "renter"  class,  who  work  on  shares  for  Indian  landlords.  As 
a  general  rule,  they  are  of  that  unfortunate  class  known  as  the  **  poor 
whites  "  of  the  South.  The  Indian  schools  are  not  open  to  them ; 
and  they  are  usually  too  poor  or  shiftless  to  make  any  effort  toward 
educational  privileges  for  their  children.  It  goes  without  saying  that 
the  tendency  of  this  mass  of  ignorant,  undesirable  whites  among 
the  Indians  is  to  hold  them  down  rather  than  to  aid  in  an  upward 
effort  toward  intelligent  citizenship. 

It  is  an  undeniable  fact  that  the  white  man  is  in  the  Indian  Terri- 
tory, and  that  he  is  there  to  stay  ;  and  this  fact  should  be  recognized 
in  legislation  for  Indian  Territory. 
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I  believe  the  tribal  goveraments  are  now  so  corrupted  by  the  bring- 
ing into  them  the  worst  features  of  politics,  copied  from  what  they 
have  seen  in  Washington,  that  they  have  ceased  practically  to  indi- 
cate the  will  of  the  people.  Dependent  upon  the  caprice  of  the 
United  States  government  for  the  payment  to  them  of  their  own 
funds  which  it  held  in  trust  for  them,  having  no  representation  and 
no  vote  in  Congress,  they  have  been  forced  to  maintain  at  enormous 
expense  a  standing  lobby  in  Washington.  This  lobby  has  often  found 
that  the  only  way  to  obtain  for  their  people  their  own  money  from 
Uncle  Sam's  strong  treasure-chest  was  by  using  the  golden  key  of 
bribery.  From  appropriations  made  for  these  people  it  is  the 
common  thing  to  report  twenty-five  per  cent,  of  the  whole  amount 
paid  for  "  lawyer's  fees,"  the  understanding  being  that  the  members 
of  the  appropriations  committees  in  House  and  Senate  would  pre- 
vent appropriations  if  not  well  paid  for  their  services.  The 
temptation  to  the  Indian  authorities  to  retain  a  portion  of  these 
"lawyer's  fees"  has  been  one  they  have  not  always  been  able  to 
withstand.  Again  and  again  have  I  seen  educated  Indians,  for  whose 
future  I  had  brightest  anticipations,  and  who  went  into  public  affairs 
with  "  clean  hands  and  pure  hearts,"  with  sincere  desires  for  the  real 
good  of  their  people,  unable  to  resist  the  fearful  temptations.  With 
bitterest  disappointment  have  I  seen  them  degenerate  into  shrewd, 
unscrupulous  politicians,  seeking  personal  gain  in  preference  to  the 
welfare  of  their  helpless  countrymen. 

You  have  all  seen  telegrams  in  our  public  prints  in  regard  to  an 
election  war  among  the  Choctaws,  and  I  believe  this  war  is  the  result 
of  one  of  these  same  twenty-five  per  cent,  lawyer's  fees.  A  recent 
appropriation  has  been  made  by  Congress  of  several  millions  of 
dollars  for  a  payment  of  such  doubtful  equity  that  the  appropriation 
would  never  have  been  made  but  for  the  untiring  efforts  of  those  who 
were  interested  in  dividing  the  twenty-five  per  cent,  lawyer's  fees 
involved.  What  has  this  to  do  with  the  Choctaw  war  ?  Why,  simply 
that,  with  this  great  windfall  so  temptingly  in  sight,  every  politician  in 
the  Choctaw  nation  wants  a  finger  in  the  pie.  The  "outs"  are  anxious 
to  be  in,  and  the  "  ins  "  anxious  to  stay  in.  I  believe  that  in  many 
instances  the  Indians  have  been  paid  money  they  would  have  been 
far  better  off  without.  I  think  they  have  even  at  times  received 
more  money  than  they  were  really  entitled  to.  I  see  in  the  counte- 
,  nances  before  me  dissent  and  disapproval,  but  I  must  speak  accord- 
ing to  the  courage  of  my  convictions.  I  am  sure  that  in  every  case 
of  this  kind  it  has  been  through  the  influence  of  these  immense  fees. 

With  allotment  of  lands,  citizenship,  and  statehood,  there  would 
come  to  these  people  representation  in  Congress;  and  the  Indian 
delegations  would  no  longer  be  placed  in  the  humiliating  position  of 
cringing  suppliants.  The  Indian  voter  would  no  longer  be  a  child  in 
his  influence,  but  would  take  his  rightful  place,  a  man  among  men. 

A  very  great  wrong  and  injustice  that  is  done  this  people  is  in 
withholding  complete  jurisdiction  from  the  United  States  courts  in 
Indian  Territory.  As  it  is  now,  a  large  proportion  of  offences  must 
be  tried  in  the  courts  of  Kansas,  Arkansas,  and  Texas.  People  are 
taken  from  their  homes  these  long  distances,  they  are  held  as  wit- 
nesses, or  awaiting  trial,  far  from  their  homes,  strangers  among  a 
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people  who  feel  scorn  and  contempt  for  them,  but  who,  for  their  own 
pecuniary  gain,  insist  that  their  courts  shall  still  hold  jurisdiction. 
Senator  Dawes  will  remember  telling  me  once,  when  I  was  urging 
this  matter  upon  his  attentiort,  that  it  was  simply  "  a  fight  between 
right  and  justice  and  the  saloon-keepers  of  Paris  and  Fort  Smith." 
So  far  the  saloon-keepers  triumph.  Could  there  be  a  much  more 
successful  device  for  the  making  of  criminals  than  this  of  taking 
witnesses  from  a  strictly  prohibition  country  and  holding  them  for 
long  periods  of  time  awaiting  the  action  of  courts,  witli  their  over- 
crowded dockets,  and  thus  leaving  them  to  become  first  the  unwary 
prey  and  afterwards  the  imitator  of  the  liquor-seller  and  the  gambler  ? 

And  now  again  let  me  urge  that  you  will  all  do  all  in  your  power 
to  secure,  for  the  five  civilized  tribes,  complete  jurisdiction  for  the 
courts,  allotment  of  lands,  citizenship,  and  eventual  Statehood. 

Mr.  Smiley. —  Are  the  rest  of  the  Indians  in  favor  of  this  same 
policy,  of  coming  in  as  a  State  and  abandoning  their  tribal  rela- 
tions? 

Miss  Robertson. —  The  mass  of  the  people  are  moving  rapidly  in 
that  direction.  Everything  tends  to  it.  The  poor  are  beginning  to 
rise  up  against  the  landlord  class,  and  discontent  is  very  deep  and 
general.  Only  the  trouble  is  that  most  of  the  leading  men  are  work- 
ing against  it,  because  they  do  not  want  to  give  up  their  power  and 
their  occupation. 

Mr.  Roosevelt. —  I  quite  agree  with  Commissioner  Morgan  that 
we  must  not  put  a  heavier  burden  on  Congress  than  it  will  bear. 
You  can  get  them  to  appropriate  three  or  four  hundred  millions  to  do 
harm  by  giving  it  outright  to  Indians :  it  is  very  hard  to  get  them  to 
appropriate  money  which  is  going  to  result  in  real  good.  But  I  think 
the  Commissioner  is  in  error  in  thinking  that  the  courts  would  apply 
to  so  small  a  number.  They  would  be  exceedingly  useful  to  the 
Indians  in  the  transition  period,  like  the  Santees  and  the  Winneba- 
goes.  The  great  difficulty  of  all  is  that,  though  nominally  they  have 
the  benefit  of  the  white  courts,  practically  they  do  not  in  the  least. 
The  provisions  which  have  been  quoted  are  of  no  use :  the  whites 
will  not  give  them  a  fair  show.  Many  of  them  look  at  it  rather  from 
a  humorous  standpoint :  they  are  glad  to  see  an  Indian  do  some- 
thing that  the  agent  or  the  missionaries  do  not  like.  All  that  is  pro- 
vided for  in  Mr.  Stimson's  bill :  it  will  be  putting  the  Indians  forward 
on  the  road  to  take  advantage  of  the  United  States  courts.  I  am 
glad  that  the  Indian  has  got  to  stand  by  himself;  but  we  must  just' 
catch  him,  when  he  first  slips,  just  give  him  a  little  help  while  he  is 
emerging  from  the  blanket  and  becoming  a  citizen.  And  we  must  try 
to  see  that  he  has  the  rights  which  belong  to  him,  that  the  whites 
around  him  will  try  to  see  that  he  does  not  have,  that  they  are  now 
preventing  the  Santees  and  Winnebagoes  from  having. 

It  is  true  that  harm  is  done  by  giving  the  Indians  too  much  money. 
Do  you  know  what  is  the  richest  community  in  the  United  States 
to-day?  The  Osage  Indians:  there  is  no  part  of  New  England 
where  there  is  so  much  wealth.  It  equals  fifteen  thousand  dollars 
per  capita  in  that  tribe.  And  they  are  going  down  under  it  As 
much  injury  is  done  by  sentimental  giving  as  the  most  brutal  white 
borderer  can  do  by  deliberate  wrong. 
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Mr.  Stimson. —  I  am  very  glad  if  there  are  only  twenty-seven  thou- 
sand Indians  needing  these  courts :  that  will  further  simplify  the  sys- 
tem and  the  expense.  But  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  there  roust  be 
more.  I  think  these  courts  would  apply  to  the  Indians  in  the  Indian 
Territory. 

2.  This  bill  is  distinctly  not  made  to  hinder  an  advance  to  citizen- 
ship, but  to  hasten  it. 

3.  I  should  like  to  say  to  the  Commissioner,  with  the  greatest  em- 
phasis and  earnestness,  that  I  believe  his  statement  of  the  gradual 
application  to  the  reservation  of  the  law  under  which  we  live  is  a 
very  good  definition  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  Garrett  then  announced  the  next  subject  for  the  morning, 
the  **  Mission  Indians."  Mr.  J.  W.  Davis  presented  the  report  of  the 
Mission  Indian  Committee. 


REPORT   OF    COMMITTEE   ON    MISSION    INDIANS. 

The  Committee  on  Legal  Assistance  to  the  Mission  Indians, 
appointed  by  the  Mohonk  Conference  of  1886,  and  yearly  continued, 
submits  first  its  Treasurer's  Report  for  the  past  year,  as  follows  :  — 

Balance  in  hand  September,  1891 $i|i35SO 

Interest  acquired  on  this  amount  for  the  year  to  Sept. 

18,  1892 64.16 

^1,199.66 
Paid  for  typewriter  copy  of  the  Mission   Indian  Com- 
mittee s  Report  5.00 

Balance  in  hand  Oct.  7,  1892  $1,19466 

(Signed)  J.  W.  Davis,  Treasurer. 

Audited  and  approved  by  Philip  C.  Garrett,  Chairman. 

The  expenditure  of  the  previous  year  was  only  $3.45,  and  this  year 
it  is  seen  to  be  only  $5  ;  but  it  will  be  recollected  that  after  personal 
visits  of  the  committee  to  the  field  (not,  however,  at  the  expense  of 
the  fund)  the  committee  recommended  that  the  money  still  in  hand 
should  be  quietly  held,  in  the  assurance  that  sooner  or  later  it  would 
be  needed  for  the  specific  purpose  for  which  the  members  of  the  Con- 
ference of  1886  had  contributed  if. 

The  vigorous  defence  of  the  rights  of  the  Mission  Indians  in  the 
courts  and  in  the  field,  which  had  been,  provided  for  several  succes- 
sive years,  and  the  marked  victories  which  had  been  secured,  had 
checked  several  other  impending  attacks;  but  the  renewal  of  such 
attacks  in  court,  and  of  less  conspicuous  aggression  on  individual 
rights  at  different  points,  was  too  probable  to  allow  any  call  for  more 
immediate  interests  of  the  Indians  to  induce  a  use  of  these  funds  for 
other  than  strictly  legal  work. 

This  caution  is  now  justified  after  the  lapse  of  two  years  by  the 
commencement  of  a  suit  against  one  of  the  larger  villages  and  of 
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three  smaller  groups,  for  the  ejectment  of  about  three  hundred  of  the 
Indians. 

At  this  point  the  committee  requests  that  the  Conference  listen  to 
a  statement  of  the  case  by  Mr.  Frank  D.  Lewis^  who  for  a  year  and 
a  half  acted  for  your  committee  with  great  discretion  and  success  as 
field  agent  and  attorney,  and  has  since  been  in  the  service  of  the 
government  as  special  agent  and  special  attorney.* 

The  statements  from  the  Department  of  Justice  embodied  in  Mr. 
Lewis's  address  plainly  show  how  the  methods  of  the  government 
leave  the  interests  of  its  wards  to  a  great  degree  unprotected  and 
dependent  upon  private  action. 

That  the  funds  placed  in  the  hands  of  your  committee  have  hereto- 
fore sufficed,  and  that  any  balance  is  now  in  hand,  is  due  to  most 
energetic  work  by  your  committee,  and  by  tried  friends  in  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  securing  from  Congress  payment  for  Mr.  Shirley 
C.  Ward  and  Mr.  Lewis  for  past  services. 

Mr.  Lewis  is  willing  to  serve  again  under  the  same  conditions,  to 
await  further  action  of  Congress  for  compensation.  But  you  have 
heard  the  statement  of  the  need  of  associate  counsel  for  the  pending 
suits,  and  for  this  additional  service  of  associate  counsel  it  is  stated 
by  officials  that  the  same  conditional  appointment  and  encourage- 
ment of  expectation  of  future  payment  will  not  be  given. 

Your  committee  has  felt  at  liberty  to  pledge  the  present  funds  for 
the  payment  of  court,  witnesses,  and  other  expenses  usual  in  a 
struggle  so  protracted  as  the  plaintiffs  will  undoubtedly  seek  to  make 
it,  in  order  to  weary  the  Indians  and  their  friends ;  but  for  the  pro- 
vision of  associate  counsel  $2,000  or  $2,500  additional  needs  to  be 
secured. 

The  committee  would  most  heartily  recognize  the  eminently  wise 
caution  of  our  host  as  to  appeals  for  subscriptions  here ;  so  that  the 
desire  of  your  committee  is  simply  to  report  the  importance  of  the 
case,  and  move  that  the  Conference  authorize  its  committee  to 
commend  the  case  in  its  name  to  the  friends  of  justice  and  of  human- 
ity, and  raise  the  amount  darned. 

Voted^  That,  in  view  of  the  Report  of  the  Mission  Indian  Legal  Committee,  that 
committee  is  hereby  anthorized  to  appeal  in  the  name  of  this  Conference  for  $2,500 
for  the  further  defence  of  those  Indians. 

Mr.  Frank  D.  Lewis,  of  Los  Angeles,  then  addressed  the  Confer- 
ence on  the  same  subject. 

Mr.  Lewis. —  The  Mission  Indian  Commission,  which  rendered  its 
report  a  year  ago,  provided  almost  entirely  for  the  Mission  Indians  of 
California  by  providing  a  number  of  reservations,  which  have  since 
been  approved  and  made  valid  by  the  action  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  and  the  President ;  and  at  the  present  time  Miss  Kate  Foote, 
as  allotting  agent,  is  on  the  ground,  dividing  up  those  reservations  in 
severalty.  But  two  or  three  questions  as  to  their  landed  interests 
could  not  be  thus  settled.  These  are  the  claims  of  Indians  on  con- 
firmed and  patented  Mexican  grants.  A  number  of  the  Indians  who 
hold  such  claims  have  been  ejected  from  their  lands,  some  of  them 

*  See  Mr.  Lewis's  address  on  this  page. 
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by  legal  process  and  some  without;  and  at  the  present  time  these 
claims  are  narrowed  down  to  the  Indians  living  upon  three  or  four 
separate  ranches.  Among  those  are  the  Warner  Ranch,  the  Santa 
Ysabel  Ranch,  the  San  Felipe  Ranch,  and  the  San  Fernando  Ranch, 
severally  comprising  from  10,000  to  126,000  acres.  About  two  months 
ago  an  action  was  commenced  by  the  owners  of  the  Warner  Ranch 
against  the  Indians  residing  in  the  village  of  Agua  Caliente,  compris- 
ing about  two  hundred  Indians.  The  village  is  located  about  a  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  miles  south-east  of  Los  Angeles,  and  eighty  miles 
north-west  of  San  Diego.  The  Indians  living  there  are  actually  culti- 
vating, and  have  been  for  years,  an  amount  of  land  aggregating 
probably  twelve  hundred  acres.  They  have  an  irrigating  supply  of 
water,  and  aside  from  that  a  very  valuable  hot  spring.  It  is  not 
only  of  great  value  to  them  from  its  medicinal  properties,  but  also 
from  the  revenue  they  have  derived  from  establishing  boarding-houses 
and  receiving  summer  boarders. 

About  six  months  ago  an  action  was  commenced  by  the  owners  of 
the  San  Felipe  Ranch ;  and  about  that  time  I  was  instructed  by  the 
Attorney-General,  in  consequence  of  the  recommendations  of  the  Mis- 
sion Indian  Commission  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  to  take  the 
necessary  steps  to  protect  the  Indians  on  the  Santa  Ysabel  grant  in 
their  rights  and  possession. 

In  reply  to  an  inquiry  concerning  my  own  employment  by  the  At- 
torney-General, he  replied  under  date  of  May  11,  1892:  "I  do  not 
consider  that  the  act  of  Jan.  12,  189 1,  authorizes  me  to  make  the 
United  States  liable  for  attorneys'  fees.  I  have  already  recommended 
to  this  Congress  a  further  appropriation  in  the  matter,  and  I  think 
that  there  is  nothing  else  that  I  can  do. 

"  I  should  be  glad  to  have  you  continue  the  employment  if  you  are 
willing  to  take  the  chances  of  Congressional  appropriation,  and  upon 
the  express  understanding  that  I  do  not  contract  for  any  sort  of  lia- 
bility." And  to  a  request  for  authority  to  secure  copies  of  certain 
documents  and  court  records  which  were  needed  as  evidence  to  es- 
tablish the  ancient  character  of  the  claims  of  the  Mission  Indians,  he 
also  replied :  "  I  have  no  fund  under  my  control  from  which  I  could 
authorize  such  an  expenditure.  These  difficulties  are  not  of  my 
making:  they  are  the  difficulties  of  existing  law  upon  the  subject. 
If  they  are  to  be  remedied,  Congress  must  do  it." 

The  Attorney-General's  decisions  are  certainly  in  accordance  with 
previous  rulings,  and  define  the  position  in  which  the  defence  of  these 
suits  now  stands. 

Subsequently  action  was  brought  against  the  Warner  Ranch  Ind- 
ians ;  and  I  might  as  well  say  here  that  the  owners  of  the  Warner 
Ranch  hold  their  claim  by  recent  Mexican  grants  and  the  United 
States  patent.  The  rights  of  the  Indians  depend  upon  their  occupa- 
tion and  the  provision  of  the  Mexican  colonization  laws,  which  have 
been  crystallized  by  our  Supreme  Court  into  one  sentence,  in  the  case 
of  the  Saboba  Indians,  as  follows :  *'  that  the  Indians  were  entitled  to 
the  occupation  and  possession  of  all  lands  which  they  held  for  occu- 
pation, cultivation,  or  pasturage  at  the  time  of  the  treaty  of  Guada- 
lupe Hidalgo,  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico  which 
established  the  claims  of  the  Indians." 
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Happily,  the  Mission  Indian  Legal  Defence  Committee  of  your 
Conference  still  holds  funds  which  can  be  used  for  the  expenses  of 
these  suits,  which  will  be  heavy.  A  great  deal  of  evidence  will  be 
taken,  witnesses  will  have  to  be  brought  from  a  considerable  dis- 
tance, and  a  long  time  will  be  consumed  in  the  trial  of  the  case. 

The  ranch-owners  have  employed  as  attorneys  as  strong  a  legal 
team  as  could  be  gathered  together  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  and  intend 
by  every  means  and. method  which  the  ability  and  experience  of 
these  men  can  devise  to  win  these  cases  and  dispossess  these 
Indians  of  the  lands  on  which  they  depend  for  a  living.  They  have 
assured  me  that  under  no  circumstances  will  any  compromise  be 
entered  into  which  will  reduce  the  cost  of  the  matter ;  and  they  ap- 
preciate our  situation, —  dependent  upon  the  good  will  of  philan- 
thropic people  to  carry  on  this  litigation. 

I  have  therefore  requested  Mr.  Davis  to  urge  upon  this  Confer- 
ence the  necessity  of  employing  additional  counsel  to  thoroughly 
represent  the  interests  of  these  Indians,  and  suggested  to  him  that 
your  committee  employ  Mr.  Shirley  C.  Ward,  who  so  successfully 
fought  through  the  case  of  the  Indians  on  the  San  Jacinto  Ranch, 
the  Saboba  Indians,  when  a  similar  action  for  ejectment  was  brought 
against  them,  and  he  fought  the  case  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Mohonk  Conference  and  the  Indian  Rights  Association.  For  this 
new  service  Mr.  Ward  demands  a  fee  of  $2,000. 

The  lands  embraced  in  this  particular  dispute  are  probably  twelve 
hundred  acres  in  Agua  Caliente  village  and  two  hundred  acres  in 
the  adjoining  villages  on  the  same  ranch.  They  have  water  for  irri- 
gation, and  at  a  very  low  estimate  the  value  of  the  land  is  $50,000. 
To  deprive  the  Indians  of  this  means  to  turn  them  loose,  with  no 
provision,  no  homes,  and  all  the  horrors  which  followed  the  ejectment 
of  the  Indians  from  the  Temecula  Valley,  the  San  Pasquale  Valley, 
and  numerous  other  places  in  California,  eighteen  to  twenty  years 
ago.  Some  little  idea  of  this  most  of  you  have  gained  from  the  writ- 
ings of  Mrs.  Jackson,  although  she  was  utterly  unable  to  portray  the 
horrors  of  the  troubles  which  fell  upon  the  Indians  at  that  time. 

There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  as  to  the  result  of  this  case.  If  the 
matter  is  thoroughly  and  carefully  presented  to  our  courts,  we  can 
get  just  the  treatment  from  our  courts  which  the  merits  of  the  case 
demand.  And  the  fact  that  the  rights  of  the  Indians  to  the  land 
they  occupy  has  already  been  established  by  our  Supreme  Court  — 
that  is,  the  principle  has  been  established  —  makes  our  case  one  of 
simple  proof,  and  one  in  which  the  utmost  care  must  be  exercised  in 
gathering  and  presenting  the  evidence. 

Mr.  Garrett. —  I  am  sure  that  the  Conference  will  indorse  the 
desire  of  the  committee  to  save  the  Mission  Indians,  in  whom  we  are 
all  deeply  interested,  from  this  further  endeavor  on  the  part  of  some 
of  the  wealthiest  interests  in  California  to  take  from  them  their  lands. 
The  Conference  has  previously  intrusted  this  committee  with  this 
duty. 

Mr.  Smiley. —  This  Warner  Ranch  has  been  a  coveted  spot  from 
the  very  first.  This  wonderful  curative  hot  spring  and  beautiful 
valley  lie  in  the  old  line  across  the  desert.     It  is  an  old   Mexican 
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grant.  There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind,  or  in  the  mind  of  any  man 
who  lives  in  California,  I  think,  that  those  Indians  have  lived  there 
from  time  immemorial.  If  that  can  be  proved,  it  is  their  land.  The 
difficulty  is  in  getting  poor,  weak  Indians  to  give  any  testimony  in 
court  that  sharp  lawyers  will  not  upset.  We  tried  our  best  to  get  the 
owner  to  give  a  release  of  a  portion  of  the  land,  so  that  he  might 
have  a  title  to  the  rest.  Perhaps  he  would  have  done  it  if  he  could 
have  given  a  clear  title  to  it,  but  there  is  another  title  which  is  now  in 
court. 

Mrs.  QuiNTON. —  Our  Woman's  Indian  Association  has  received 
from  its  auxiliaries  funds  for  the  establishment  of  a  mission  and  a 
hospital  among  this  people.  I  saw  them  in  council  last  year,  and 
explained  to  them  this  department  of  our  work,  and  asked  if  they 
would  like  it,  and  they  said  yes ;  and  the  women  made  speeches,  and 
said,  "  Tell  her  we  say  yes."  Our  funds  are  ready,  an  accomplished 
lady  physician  is  ready  to  go  to  the  field,  and  General  Morgan's  de- 
partment has  granted  a  field  matron.  We  have  funds  for  a  cottage 
and  a  hospital,  waiting  for  the  settlement  of  this  suit. 

We  have  never  furnished  funds  for  lawsuits :  the  Indian  Rights 
Association  of  gentlemen  is  exactly  for  that  purpose.  We  have  eight 
departments  of  practical  work,  but  legal  work  is  not  one. 

Hon.  Joseph  B.  Moore,  of  Michigan,  then  read  the  following  paper: 


OUR    POLICY   TOWARD    THE    MISSION    INDIANS. 

BY  HON.   JOSEPH    B.    MOORE. 

Knowing  how  superficial  the  knowledge  is  that  a  stranger  obtains 
of  a  strange  people  in  a  few  weeks'  observation,  it  is  with  much  hesi- 
tancy that  I  comply  with  the  request  of  our  worthy  host  to  speak  to 
you  on  the  proper  treatment  of  the  Mission  Indians.  I  yield  to  this 
request  more  readily,  however,  believing  that  I  cannot  go  far  wrong 
without  calling  out  suggestions  from  men  whose  thoughtfulness  and 
long  experience  will  give  to  their  words  great  weight,  and  put  me 
right. 

The  first  suggestion  I  have  to  make  about  these  people  is  that  we 
should  be  just  to  them.  It  cannot  be  truthfully  said  they  have  re- 
ceived just  treatment  heretofore  from  the  white  race. 

They  have  been  regarded  as  legitimate  prey.  Their  numbers  have 
greatly  decreased.  Their  estate  has  been  taken  from  them  upon  one 
pretext  and  another.  These  Indians  live  now  upon  between  twenty 
and  thirty  reservations  scattered  through  Southern  California,  and 
upon  lands  they  hold  through  long  occupancy.  Some  of  the  reserva- 
tions are  upon  the  Colorado  Desert,  where  there  is  little  arable  land, 
a  scanty  water  supply,  and  no  employment  for  the  men. 

These  Indians,  as  a  rule,  live  in  villages.  Each  band  or  village 
selects  one  of  its  number  as  a  captain,  and  others  as  magistrates  and 
constables ;  but  the  selection  made  by  them  must  be  approved  by  the 
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Indian  agent  who,  for  the  United  States  government,  has  supervision 
of  them  all. 

Several  schools  are  maintained  at  the  expense  of  the  government, 
and  occasional  supplies  are  furnished  to  the  Indians. 

Many  of  them  have  comfortable  houses,  though  the  homes  of  most 
of  them  are  temporary  affairs.  Some  farming  is  done,  some  fruit 
grown.  Many  of  the  men  find  employment  as  shearers  of  sheep  for 
the  farmers,  and  as  ditchers  for  the  Irrigating  Company.  They  are 
skillful  workers  in  both  of  these  lines,  and  earn  good  wages  when 
they  work.  They  have  some  capacity  for  self-government,  as  is 
shown  by  the  selection  by  them,  as  a  rule,  of  their  ablest  men  as  cap- 
tains and  magistrates,  and  by  the  enforcement  of  rude  justice. 

I  cite  an  instance :  A  young,  vigorous  man,  a  member  of  the  little 
village  under  the  San  Bernardino  mountain,  came  home,  when  drunk, 
and  beat  his  young  wife.  It  was  not  his  first  offence,  and  the  men 
of  the  village  assembled  to  discuss  his  case.  It  was  decided  that 
justice  required  that  he  should  be  whipped,  and  the  captain  was 
directed  to  perform  that  pleasant  duty.  The  captain  was  not  a  man 
to  shirk  responsibility :  he  applied  the  whips  so  vigorously  that  the 
young  fellow  soon  cried  out  with  pain,  and  agreed  not  to  repeat  his 
offence.  Many  people  think  an  application  of  Mission  Indian  justice 
to  the  wife-beater  would  not  be  out  of  place  even  in  civilized  com- 
munities. 

These  people  also  have  a  religious  side  to  their  nature,  as  is 
shown  by  their  attendance  upon  Protestant  worship  at  the  little 
church  near  Banning,  and  their  attendance  and  contributions  to  vari- 
ous Catholic  Missions  found  at  some  of  the  reservations. 

More  especially  is  this  shown  by  such  fiestas  as  the  Eagle  Fiesta^ 
which  was  witnessed  by  Miss  Salmon  and  her  mother  July  5,  1890,  at 
Rincon.  Some  months  before,  the  boys  of  the  band  had  discovered 
two  eagles'  nests  away  up  the  sides  of  the  cafion.  The  nests  had 
been  watched  almost  constantly.  When  the  young  eagles  were  nearly 
ready  to  fly,  men  were  let  down  over  the  cliffs,  with  ropes  about 
their  bodies,  to  get  the  young  eagles.  The  old  eagles  screamed,  but 
did  not  fight.  When  the  young  eagle  was  secured,  the  crowd  cried, 
"  He  is  caught,"  and  couriers  were  sent  out  to  announce  that  fact. 
A  procession  was  formed,  and  the  eagle  carried  in  triumph  out 
to  the  village,  where  it  was  put  in  a  willow  pen  which  had  been 
prepared  for  it.  The  eagle  was  kept  there  about  three  months,  and 
anybody  who  would  could  go  and  talk  to  the  bird  and  give  it  mes- 
sages to  be  delivered  to  the  dead  who  had  gone  on  before. 

When  the  bird  had  grown  strong,  so  that  it  could  endure  a  long 
journey,  the  men,  women,  and  children  of  the  village  assembled  in 
the  evening,  and  with  much  ceremony  started  a  great  fire,  upon 
which  new  calico  and  fine  baskets  were  thrown  as  propitiations  to  the 
Great  Spirit,  and  also  as  presents  to  the  dead.  Before  the  break  of 
day  the  eagle  was  strangled  to  death,  and  wrapped  about  with  new 
calico.  The  fire  was  made  hotter  and  hotter,  the  eagle  was  thrown 
upon  the  fire,  and  the  people  wailed  in  a  most  pathetic  way.  As  the 
god  of  day  made  its  appearance  in  the  east,  the  bird  was  consumed, 
and  the  people  all  danced  and  rejoiced;  for,  as  they  thought,  it 
carried  to  their  departed  friends  their  gifts  and  words  of  endearment. 
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Then  all  gave  money,  as  they  could,  to  one  of  their  number,  who 
distributed  it  to  the  old  and  destitute. 

Some  of  these  Indians  have  executive  ability  of  a  high  order,  as  is 
shown  by  such  examples  as  John  Marongo  at  the  village  near  Ban- 
ning, and  by  Pio  Amazo  at  La  Jola,  both  of  whom,  amid  most  dis- 
couraging circumstances,  have  built  comfortable  homes,  set  out  vine- 
yards and  orchards,  are  educating  their  children,  and  in  all  ways 
seem  to  be  living  lives  which  would  in  any  man  be  worthy  of 
commendation. 

As  a  rule,  too,  the  Indians  are  honest,  and  will  not  steal.  They 
are  true  to  their  friends,  and  are  not  vindictive.  Some  of  them  take 
kindly  to  education,  not  so  much  for  themselves  as  for  their  children. 

The  government  schools,  as  a  rule,  are  well  attended  and  well 
taught.  I  cannot  pass  mention  of  the  schools  without  commending 
the  excellent  work  done  by  the  teachers, — educated,  devoted  women, 
who  are  spending  their  best  years  among  these  people. 

Without  desiring  to  discriminate,  I  mention  especially  the  work 
done  by  Miss  Ora  Salmon  at  Rincon.  This  lady,  with  her  mother, 
lives  among  these  people,  teaching  them  in  the  school.  Mrs.  Salmon 
came  from  near  Atlanta,  and  bought  from  a  Mexican  a  little  ranch 
just  off  the  reservation.  More  valuable  even  than  the  school  work 
are  the  object-lessons  to  be  found  in  a  well-conducted  house,  a 
garden  of  flowers,  and  an  orchard  of  fruit,  managed  with  taste,  skill, 
and  success.  The  adults,  as  well  as  the  children,  get  valuable 
lessons  here. 

Seven  miles  from  Rincon  Miss  Golsh,  an  intelligent  young  woman, 
is  successfully  teaching.  The  nearest  white  person  is  seven  miles 
away, —  when  we  were  there,  she  had  not  seen  a  white  person  for 
some  months, —  and  yet  this  young  woman  pursues  her  work  with 
zeal  and  without  fear.  I  mention  these  two,  because  we  had  occasion 
to  see  good  results  from  what  they  were  doing.  I  have  no  doubt 
other  teachers  are  worthy  of  commendation. 

The  pupils  take  more  kindly  to  drawing  and  music  than  to  mathe- 
matics, some  of  the  girls  attaining  great  skill  with  the  needle. 

If  one  is  to  tell  the  entire  truth  of  these  people,  he  is  compelled  to 
say  they  have  their  vices  as  well  as  virtues.  They  have  little  energy, 
unless  their  work  is  directed  by  another.  Nearly  all  of  them  are  in- 
veterate gamesters,  and  will  risk  almost  anything  they  have  on  a 
game  of  chance,  and  upon  every  opportunity  will  drink  to  excess. 
They  are  not  inclined  to  continuous  labor,  and  take  little  "heed 
for  the  morrow." 

The  reservations  upon  which  they  live  were  created  by  executive 
order,  the  President  issuing  his  proclamation  designating  the  lands 
to  be  embraced  in  a  given  reservation.  The  theory  has  been  that 
when,  in  the  judgment  of  the  President,  more  land  was  occupied  by 
the  Indians  than  was  needed,  it  could  be  opened  to  settlement  by  an 
order  by  the  President. 

It  has  been  found  upon  more  than  one  occasion  that  lands  which 
had  been  occupied  by  these  people  for  many  generations  and  upon 
which  were  orchards,  and  where  their  fathers  had  lived  and  were 
buried,  had  been  opened  for  settlement, —  the  first  knowledge  of 
which  was  obtained  by  the  Indian  occupant  from   the  white   man. 
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who  came  to  tell  him  to  vacate  his  humble  home,  to  leave  his  or- 
chards and  the  dust  of  his  fathers.  The  reservations  had  no  perma- 
nancy.  No  man  could  tell,  if  he  made  improvements,  that  they 
might  not  be  made  for  some  energetic  but  greedy  white  man.  Even 
while  the  land  was  occupied  as  a  reservation,  it  was  held  in  common, 
the  captain  usually  assigning  to  the  individual  the  land  he  was  to  cul- 
tivate and  occupy. 

It  may  surprise  you  to  know  that  some  of  these  red  men  have  been 
so  observant  of  the  arts  of  the  small  politician  as  to  use  their  official 
position  for  their  own  personal  advantage,  by  rewarding  their  friends 
and  punishing  their  enemies  in  the  distribution  of  the  right  of  occu- 
pancy of  land. 

The  only  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  captain  was  to  the  Indian 
agent.  Where  the  agent  and  the  captain  worked  together,  as  they  some- 
times did,  the  appeal  would  avail  little.  It  sometimes  happened  that 
one  who  had  occupied  a  plat  of  land  for  a  series  of  years,  and  had 
erected  a  comfortable  house  and  put  out  an  orchard,  was  compelled 
to  give  it  up,  and  see  it  go  into  the  hands  of  a  much  less  worthy 
member  of  the  community  who  had  been  useful  to  the  captain. 

The  tenure  of  the  holdings  was  so  uncertain  as  to  discourage  a 
more  ambitious  man  than  the  resident  of  a  country,  where  a  man  can 
sleep  out  of  doors  for  more  than  eight  months  in  the  year  without  the 
risk  of  taking  cold. 

There  is  on  the  reservations,  as  they  now  exist,  enough  arable  land, 
and  an  abundance  of  water,  if  properly  used,  for  the  reasonable  wants 
of  all  the  Mission  Indians  in  California.  It  is  a  great  advantage  to 
these  Indians  that  the  reservations  are  small  and  near  the  whites,  for 
all  who  desire  it  can  get  work. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  there  is  not  an  able-bodied  man  of  this 
tribe  who  does  not  possess  the  necessary  intelligence,  and  within 
whose  reach  are  the  opportunities,  to  enable  him  to  earn  all  the  neces- 
saries of  life  for  himself  and  those  dependent  upon  him. 

But  there  should  be  no  reservations  existing  at  the  will  of  any  man, 
however  good  he  may  be.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  to-day  the  reserva- 
tions for  the  first  time  are  permanent.  Even  the  President  cannot 
take  away  any  of  the  lands. 

The  Indians  on  the  desert  should  be  persuaded,  if  possible,  to 
come  to  localities  like  Banning,  where  there  is  arable  land  and 
water  for  them,  where  their  children  could  have  the  advantages  of 
schools.  I  would  not,  however,  make  this  compulsory,  and  for  the 
reason  that  the  desert  Indians  constitute  so  small  a  portion  of  the 
tribe  that,  when  they  see  the  other  Indians  getting  on,  I  think  they 
will  move  of  their  own  volition.  The  lands  should  no  longer  be 
held  in  common.  As  rapidly  as  possible  the  land  should  be  allotted 
to  individuals,  with  proper  safeguards  against  its  alienation  by  the 
Indians  either  by  sale  or  the  incurring  of  debt.  This  should  con- 
tinue for  a  sufficient  length  of  time  to  enable  the  individual  Indian 
to  learn  how  valuable  the  ownership  of  land  is.  I  think  the  time 
fixed  by  a  recent  act  of  Congress,  twenty-five  years,  is  sufficient. 

After  this  time  has  expired  the  lands  should  be  subject  to  barter 
and  sale,  like  any  lands.  Since  the  Mission  Indian  Commission 
performed  its  work.  Congress  has  made  provision  for  the  allotment 
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of  the  lands,  and  that  work  is  now  going  on.  Systems  of  irrigation 
must  be  established,  which  are  essential  to  successful  farming  in 
Southera  California.  The  schools  now  existing  must  be  strength- 
ened, and  new  day  schools  established  where  needed.  A  training- 
school  is  now  building  at  Paris,  from  which  excellent  results  are 
anticipated.  In  these  schools  should  be  taught  to  the  pupils  the 
fact  that  soon  they  will  cease  to  be  wards  of  the  nation,  that  their 
destinies  will  be  left  in  their  own  hands. 

Allegiance  to  the  tribes  should  cease.  The  tribal  relation  should 
be  abolished  as  soon  as  possible.  That  is  being  done  by  the  action 
of  the  Indians  themselves,  and  I  believe  will  be  brought  about  by 
them.  I  can  see  no  reason  why  the  Indian  agent  may  not  go.  The 
property  rights  of  these  Indians  should  be  respected  and  protected. 
Since  I  came  here,  I  learn  that  an  attempt  is  now  made  to  take  from 
them,  by  process  of  law,  a  property  at  Warner's  Ranch  worth  not  less 
than  $50,000.  The  wonder  is  that  the  attempt  was  not  made  to  take 
the  lands  by  force,  as  would  have  been  done  a  few  years  ago,  and 
was  done  at  Santa  Ysabel. 

The  Indians  should  be  regarded  as  citizens,  with  the  right  to  sue 
and  be  sued,  to  vote  and  be  voted  for.  They  should  be  punished 
when  they  violate  the  law,  and  their  persons  and  property  be  protected 
when  they  obey  the  law.  They  should  be  given  to  understand  that 
they  must  work  if  they  would  live.  Of  course,  all  these  things  can- 
not be  brought  about  in  a  day.  The  policy  of  the  government,  as 
indicated  by  the  act  of  Congress  which  created  the  Mission  Indian 
Commission  and  defined  its  duties,  of  which  commission  Mr.  Albert 
K.  Smiley  was  chairman,  is  along  the  lines  indicated  in  this  paper. 

I  am  not  in  any  sense  an  Indian  enthusiast ;  but  I  have  no  doubt 
the  recent  acts  of  Congress  which  are  being  put  in  force  now  will 
have  a  beneficial  effect  upon  these  people,  and  will  fully  justify  the 
expectation  of  their  friends. 

Mr.  Frank  Wood,  of  Boston,  spoke  of  the  career  of  Dr.  Charles  A. 
Eastman,  as  illustrating  the  possibilities  of  Indian  attainments  and 
character. 

Miss  Sybil  Carter,  of  White  Earth,  Minn.,  then  spoke  upon  the 
subject,  "Work  and  Wages  for  Indian  Women.*' 

Miss  Carter. — For  twenty  years  I  have  been  earning  my  own  liv- 
ing. In  gratitude  for  what  has  been  done  for  me,  I  want  to  do  the 
same  thing  for  Indian  women.  I  am  an  independent  worker,  trying 
to  carry  out  an  idea.  That  idea  is  that  these  people  need  work,  and 
I  am  going  to  test  whether  they  are  lazy  or  not. 

What  do  the  women  do  ?  In  the  spring,  of  a  sudden,  they  disap- 
pear from  the  lace-room  for  about  a  month.  They  go  to  make  the 
sugar  for  the  year.  After  a  little  while  the  berries  come,  and  again 
my  Indian  women  drop  out  of  the  lace-room.  They  are  gone  to  pick 
berries  to  send  down  to  the  markets.  A  little  further  on  comes  the 
cranberry  season,  and  off  they  go  ;  a  little  later  still  the  fish  season, 
when  they  get  in  all  the  fish  for  the  winter's  need;  and  about  the 
same  lime  the  wild  rice  must  be  gathered  in.     And  my  work  is  sand- 
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wiched  in  at  the  times  when  they  have  nothing  to  do.  They  are 
more  industrious  than  I  had  any  idea  of  till  I  lived  among  them. 

What  am  I  trying  to  do  ?  Give  them  work,  and  pay  them  for  it. 
At  present  they  are  making  lace.  I  have  great  thoughts  in  my  mind 
as  to  what  they  may  do  after  a  while.  But  I  cannot  have  the  lace 
made  fast  enough  for  the  orders  that  come  in.  I  do  not  expect  to 
establish  a  permanent  lace-factory.  I  am  only  trying  to  settle  them 
down  to  some  permanent  work.  When  I  took  hold  of  a  few  Indian 
women,  they  were  nothing  but  bundles  of  dirty  rags.  Go  now  into 
the  little  White  Earth  lace-room,  and  you  will  find  clean  women, 
improving  so  rapidly  that  you  would  scarcely  believe  it  possible^ 
They  have  made  already  more  than  two  thousand  yards  of  lace,  and 
some  of  the  patterns  will  amaze  you.  They  do  not  yet  make  their 
own  designs,  but  perhaps  they  will  after  a  while.  They  are  not 
stupid  in  the  least :  they  are  not  lazy  in  the  least.  They  have  only 
been  idle,  from  being  put  off  in  a  corner.  Now  we  are  aspiring  to 
something  different  from  lace.  Not  all  the  women  can  make  lace, 
and  I  have  promised  myself  and  those  women  that  anybody  who 
wants  work  shall  have  it.  They  are  very  fond  of  making  bead-work, 
and  I  have  been  thinking  that  I  might  make  it  salable.  I  have  been 
buying  beads  in  the  East,  and  am  going  to  show  some  tapestry  at  the 
World's  Fair  which  I  think  will  amaze  all  the  friends  of  the  Indians. 

A  word  about  our  hospital  work.  We  are  not  only  trying  to  make 
lace-makers :  we  are  trying  to  make  them  happy  and  comfortable  in 
their  homes,  and  to  make  them  comfortable  and  happy  by  their  own 
exertions.  We  have  a  little  hospital  at  White  Earth,  with  a  physician 
whom  the  government  sends.  One  day,  not  long  ago,  a  pathetic 
thing  happened.  Our  Indian  deacon  came  and  said  to  me :  "  There 
is  such  a  pitiful  woman  out  here,  and  we  want  to  put  her  in  the 
house  in  the  pasture,  and  let  the  nurse  go  down  once  a  day  and  do 
something  for  her.  She  is  too  dirty  to  put  in  the  hospital."  I  said, 
"  Bring  her  right  in,  and  we  will  take  as  good  care  of  her  as  we  can." 
Four  Indian  women  brought  her  in  on  a  blanket.  Such  a  sight  \ 
The  woman  had  had  a  stroke  of  apoplexy,  and  had  fallen,  a  week  be- 
fore, on  the  ground,  and  had  stayed  on  the  ground  in  a  little  Indian 
wigwam  in  her  wet  clothes  a  whole  week.  We  washed  her,  and  put 
her  in  a  clean  little  white  bed,  and  sent  for  her  daughter.  Never  will 
I  forget  what  the  Indian  daughter  said.  She  stood  with  clasped 
hands  at  the  foot  of  the  little  white  bed,  and  said:  "Mamma, 
mamma !  More'n  eighty  year  old !  Never  in  bed  before, —  too  sick 
know  it ! "  We  nursed  her  a  week,  and  she  passed  away.  Are  they 
grateful  ?  Those  men  and  women  took  the  body  of  the  poor  woman, 
and  put  it  in  the  ground ;  but  they  came  back,  and  called  for  me  to 
come  to  the  front  door.  They  thanked  me  with  tears  rolling  over 
their  faces.  They  said  :  "  We  never  knew  so  well  before  what  you 
were  trying  to  do  for  us.  We  will  try  and  be  white  people,  at  heart 
and  through  and  through." 

Do  they  want  work  ?  Forty-five  women  came  to  me  at  Red  Lake 
to  beg  me  to  give  them  a  teacher.  One  of  them  said  :  "  I  want  to  tell 
you  a  story.  A  year  ago  I  got  the  Indian  women  together,  and  asked 
them  if  they  did  not  want  to  work  and  earn  money  as  the  white 
women  did.     So  the   Indian  women  came  together  one   day  every 
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week  for  a  whole  winter.  And  then,  when  we  had  made  all  our 
prettiest  things,  we  took  them  to  the  store  at  the  agency,  thinking 
they  could  buy  them  for  us.  And  the  store-man  laughed  at  us,  and 
said  they  were  so  dirty  and  they  were  so  ugly !  We  did  not  know 
they  were  dirty  and  ugly.  We  thought  they  were  pretty;  but  he 
would  not  buy  them.  We  heard  that  you  had  a  teacher  down  at 
White  Earth,  and  were  teaching  the  women  to  do  the  white  women's 
work.  O  lady,  cannot  you  send  us  a  teacher  ?  How  we  will  work  ! " 
I  said,  "  When  it  comes  bright,  beautiful  weather,  if  I  send  a  teacher 
to  you,  won*t  you  hear  the  woods  calling,  and  go  out  to  pick  berries, 
and  leave  my  teacher  all  alone  ?  "  And  they  said,  "  O  white  sister, 
you  are  a  wise  woman !  "  "  But,"  they  said,  "  we  are  beginning  to 
find  out  that  these  things  do  not  pay,  and  we  are  beginning  to  long 
for  some  way  that  we  can  have  regular  work."  Think  of  it, —  the 
Indian  women  said  just  that !  **  If  you  will  give  us  a  teacher,  they 
will  all  see  the  white  woman's  way  is  best." 

And  the  next  day,  as  we  were  driving  away,  we  heard  a  cry,  and 
this  Indian  woman  came  rushing  out,  and  threw  down  a  rush  mat, 
and  made  a  most  beautiful  and  graceful  address,  saying,  "  Your  face 
looked  kind  yesterday ;  but  white  people  so  frequently  forget  that  I 
wanted  to  bring  you  a  present,  for  you  to  lay  down  in  your  own 
room,  that  you  might  not  forget  you  said  you  would  try  to  find  us  a 
teacher."  O  my  friends,  I  am  trying  to  work  out  this  problem.  I 
need  your  sympathy  and  your  help.  The  best  work  of  all  in  our 
mission  field  is  that  which  helps  to  make  men  and  women  self-sup- 
porting and  self-respecting. 

Mr.  Davis. —  We  all  regret  the  absence  of  Bishop  Whipple.  Let 
me  tell  one  fact,  which  he  would  no  doubt  have  given,  from  this 
White  Earth  reservation.  He  met  an  Indian,  and  asked  about  his 
crops.  They  were  good.  "And  your  son?"  "He  lost  his  crop 
by  hail,  but  he  has  got  the  money:  he  insured  it."  Here,  surely, 
is  a  noteworthy  instance  of  progress. 

Adjourned  at  i  p.m. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Friday  Night,  October  14. 


The  Conference  was  called  to  order  at  8  p.m.,  Mr.  Garrett  in  the 
chair. 

It  was  voted  that  the  committee  on  the  Mission  Indians,  the  Law 
Committee,  and  the  Publication  Committee  be  continued  for  one 
year. 

Mission  Indian  Commiiiee, —  Hon.  Philip  C.  Garrett,  Moses  Pierce, 
J.  W.  Davis,  Elliott  F.  Shepard,  Hon  Edward  L.  Pierce. 

Law  Committee. —  Hon.  Philip  C.  Garrett,  Hon.  William  Strong, 
F.  J.  Stimson,  Austin  Abbott,  Hon.  Darwin  R.  James. 

Publication  Committee, —  President  Merrill  E.  Gates,  H.  O.  Hough- 
ton, Frank  Wood. 

Mr.  Davis  made  a  short  statement  about  the  case  of  the  Mission 
Indians.     He  said :  — 

Mr.  Davis. —  In  reply  to  several  questions,  I  would  like  to  say, 
Mr.  Ward  was  appointed  by  the  government  for  the  defence  of  the 
Indians,  on  the  same  condition  that  is  now  prescribed,  that  he  must 
work  without  assured  compensation.  At  the  Conference  three  years 
since  we  received  word  that  led  your  committee  to  feel  that  he  ought 
to  be  strengthened  with  associate  counsel.  They  telegraphed  that  he 
should  have  it  as  he  might  choose.  His  reply  was,  "  I  do  not  wish 
to  divide  the  honor."  At  that  moment  the  whole  bar  of  California 
was  united  in  the  opinion  that  he  would  fail  in  his  effort.  Even 
among  our  own  friends  there  was  doubt  whether  he  could  maintain 
his  case,  but  his  confidence  was  such  that  he  replied  as  I  have  said. 
He  won  the  case,  to  the  surprise  of  all.  That  is  the  person  whom 
we  desire  to  secure  as  additional  counsel  in  these  new  suits. 

Mr.  H.  O.  Houghton,  for  the  Business  Committee,  presented  the 
platform  of  the  Conference.  After  some  discussion  the  platform 
was  adopted  as  a  whole,  as  follows :  — 


PLATFORM     OF    THE    TENTH     ANNUAL    CONFERENCE    OF    THE 
FRIENDS   OF   THE   INDIANS. 

In  this  Conference,  in  addition  to  the  usual  reports  from  the  field, 
we  have  had  the  additional  advantage  of  suggestions  and  reports, 
from  personal  inspection  of  the  Indian  country,  from  Senator  Dawes; 
Gen.  Morgan,  the  Indian  Commissioner ;  Mr.  Roosevelt,  the  United 
States    Civil    Service    Commissioner,    and   others  whose    previous 
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knowledge  and  experience,  united  with  their  fresh  observations,  have 
given  us  clearer  and  more  definite  ideas  of  the  difficulties,  the  pres- 
ent condition,  and  the  future  prospects  of  the  Indian  question. 
These  reports,  on  the  whole,  are  full  of  promise.  The  allotment 
of  land,  for  instance,  with  the  attendant  conditions  of  citizenship,  has 
progressed  with  great  rapidity,  and  perhaps,  in  some  cases,  too  rap- 
idly- Another  significant  fact  is  the  nearly  simulaneous  expression 
of  most  of  the  leading  Christian  denominations  that  they  will  no 
longer  be  the  recipients  of  government  bounty  for  contract  schools, 
throwing  the  care  of  secular  education  where  it  belongs, —  upon  the 
government. 

We  rejoice  in  the  rapid  extension  of  the  facilities  for  Indian  edu- 
cation, in  the  great  improvement  wrought  in  the  government  schools, 
in  the  very  large  increase  of  attendance,  and  in  the  rapid  spread 
among  Indians  of  a  desire  to  educate  their  children.  We  recommend 
the  further  extension  of  the  system  until  provision  shall  be  made 
for  all  Indian  children  of  school  age.  We  urge  upon  the  Indians 
the  importance  ot  allowing  their  children  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
educational  advantages  so  freely  offered  them ;  and  in  cases  where 
parents,  without  good  reason,  refuse  to  educate  their  children,  we 
believe  that  the  government  is  justified,  as  a  last  resort,  in  using 
power  to  compel  attendance.  We  do  not  think  it  desirable  to  rear 
another  generation  of  savages. 

This  Conference  still  feels  the  necessity  of  the  enactment  of  such 
laws  as  will  sufficiently  protect  the  Indian  on  the  reservation,  and 
facilitate  his  transition  from  a  state  of  pupilage  to  that  of  full  citizen- 
ship. We  consider  it  all-important  that  a  judicial  system  of  some 
kind  should  be  promptly  established  on  the  reservations,  for  the  pro- 
tection and  instruction  of  the  Indians  and  other  persons  during  the 
transition  period,  and  until  the  States  shall  have  assumed  jurisdiction. 

As  an  expression  of  the  views  of  this  Conference  the  following 
platform  is  adopted  :  — 

I.  They  advise  that  the  allotment  of  lands  be  persistently  and 
judiciously  continued  until  there  shall  be  no  further  need  of  Indian 
agents  or  reservation  agencies. 

II.  They  desire  to  emphasize  the  fact  that  the  national  government 
must  assume  the  common  school  education  of  Indian  children,  making 
it  compulsory  where  necessary. 

III.  That  it  is  the  duly  of  the  general  government  to  enact  and 
enforce  such  laws  as  will  fully  protect  the  Indian  in  his  relation  to 
other  Indians,  as  well  as  in  his  relations  to  all  other  persons ;  that  as 
soon  as  possible  he  shall  become  self-respecting  and  self-supporting ; 
and  that  also,  until  he  becomes  so,  he  shall  be  protected  from  rob- 
bery through  deceit  or  extortion  by  scheming  lawyers  or  greedy 
land  claimants. 

IV.  They  are  convinced  that  not  only  the  principles  of  the  Civil 
Service  Law  should  be  applied,  so  far  as  practicable,  to  the  Indian 
service,  but  that  the  appointment  of  Indian  agents,  inspectors,  and 
allotting  agents  should  be  on  account  of  fitness  only,  and  that  those 
holding  these  offices  should  continue  to  hold  them  during  good 
behavior;  and  they  emphatically  condemn  the  appointment  and  re- 
moval of  these  officers  for  partisan  reasons. 
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V.  They  earnestly  appeal  to  all  Christian  people  everywhere  ta 
relax  no  effort,  but  rather  to  vie  with  one  another  in  every  effort  ta 
bring  the  benign  influence  of  Christian  truth  to  these  people. 

In  presenting  this  platform,  Mr.  Houghton  said :  — 

I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  say  anything  with  regard 
to  any  of  these  propositions.  They  may  seem  to  you  self-evident,  or 
they  may  seem  not  to  reach  the  point  at  which  we  are  aiming.  We 
have  simply  intended  that  they  should  express,  as  far  as  possible,  in 
a  concise  form;  the  views  and  action  of  this  Conference.  But  I 
should  be  unjust  to  myself  if  I  did  not  emphasize  the  last  resolu- 
tion, which  appeals  to  the  Christian  people  of  this  country  to  take  up 
and  carry  forward  the  work  of  Christianizing  and  educating  these 
Indians. 

I  remember,  with  almost  fearful  vividness,  the  first  time  I  came 
here,  when  the  senator,  to  whom  we  have  so  often  looked  to  carry 
forward  our  cause,  presented  a  dark  picture  of  what  was  to  be  the 
result  of  the  allotment  of  lands.  Every  word  that  he  said  was  the 
word  of  a  prophet,  and  has  been  and  will  be  realized  to  a  greater 
extent  than  any  of  us  dreamed  at  that  time. 

Since  I  have  been  last  at  one  of  these  Conferences  I  have  travelled 
very  largely  among  highly  civilized  people,  among  semi-civilized,  and 
barbarous  people ;  and  everywhere  one  idea  was  borne  in  upon  me  : 
that  the  nations  on  the  other  side  of  the  ocean,  whether  Christian  or 
pagan,  were  ruled,  in  religion  and  everything  else,  by  the  power  of 
force.  Even  Christian  England,  the  drum-beat  of  whose  military 
power  follows  the  sun  in  its  course  round  the  world,  has  maintained 
its  institutions,  from  the  time  when  the  barons  wrested  the  power 
from  the  king  down  to  the  present  House  of  Commons,  by  over- 
bearing force.  We  all  know  that  the  great  empire  of  Russia  is  ruled 
by  an  autocrat  whose  will  is  maintained  by  probably  the  best  disci- 
plined army  in  the  world.  We  go  into  Italy,  and  we  see  that,  although 
the  civil  and  political  power  of  the  Vatican  has  apparently  vanished, 
there  is  still  kept  up  a  show  of  military  force,  and  the  chief  spiritual 
authority  in  the  Roman  Church  regards  himself  a  prisoner  in  the 
Vatican,  because  he  can  no  longer  wield  this  political  power.  We 
go  into  Egypt,  and  we  see  that  the  Mahometan  religion,  which  was 
planted  by  the  sword,  is  still  maintained  and  supported  by  the  sword, 
and  that  an  English  and  a  Christian  sword.  The  only  dawn  of  light 
that  we  see  is,  when  we  reach  those  islands  discovered  by  Columbus, 
where  the  influence  radiating  from  this  side  of  the  water  seems  to 
stimulate  these  people  to  a  sense  of  manliness  and  individuality, 
which  the  Old  World  never  seems  to  have  appreciated.  Now  we  all 
know  that  the  great  and  radical  difference  between  the  Old  World 
and  the  New  consists  in  this :  that  the  Puritans  and  Pilgrims  who 
settled  in  Massachusetts,  and  the  Huguenots  who  settled  the  beauti- 
ful valleys  in  this  vicinity,  brought  to  this  country  the  idea  that 
power  and  force  rested  in  the  individual,  and  not  in  military  power ; 
that  the  government  was  made  up  by  and  for  the  individual,  and  that 
Christianity  was  the  foundation  of  law.  I  have  thought  many,  many 
times,  during  this  absence,  how  little  we  realize  what  we  owe  to  those 
ideas  implanted  by  the  early  settlers  of  this  country.     It  was  a  God- 
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fearing  country.  Its  influence  has  been  so  great  that,  notwith- 
standing the  overflowing  into  this  land  of  the  civilization  which  still 
is  so  prominent  on  the  other  side,  we  still  leaven  it  with  the  leaven 
of  Christian  faith  and  love;  and  what  is  good  and  hopeful  in  our 
institutions  springs  from  this  fact 

It  is  logical  as  well  as  inevitable  that,  if  we  wish  to  elevate  the  Ind- 
ian, it  must  be -done  in  the  way  the  Puritan  Fathers  elevated  them- 
selves and  their  descendants.  It  is  the  stone  cut  out  of  the  mountain 
without  hands  that  is  to  destroy  the  false  and  build  up  the  true. 
And  it  is  the  individual  working  upon  the  individual ;  the  neighbor 
who  teaches  by  example  and  precept  the  neighbor ;  the  man  who  lifts 
up  the  down-trodden,  he  who  rules  by  love  and  by  sacrifice,  who  ele- 
vates humanity.  And  is  not  it  better  to  die  in  such  a  cause  than  to 
die  in  the  panoply  of  arms,  and  with  swords  in  our  hands  ?  Is  not  it 
better  to  be  beaten  in  the  cause  of  elevating  humanity  than  to  sub- 
due humanity  with  heavy  battalions?  The  theory  which  underlies 
and  stimulates  this  Conference  is  that  humanity  inspired  by  Chris- 
tianity. It  is  the  individual  in  whom  rests  the  power,  and  that 
individuality  spreads  by  sympathy  and  by  interest  through  every 
other  individual.  This  is  the  lesson  which  this  Conference  empha- 
sizes; namely,  the  more  we  seek  to  elevate  and  lift  up  the  down- 
trodden, the  more  we  elevate  ourselves.  We  are  only  the  greatest  of 
all  when  we  are  the  servants  of  all. 

The  Conference  then  listened  to  a  song  by  Mrs.  Hector  Hall ;  and 
Miss  Proctor  recited  her  ballad  of  "  Queen  Isabella's  Jewels." 

Hon.  Edward  L.  Pierce. —  Every  one  who  has  had  much  to  do 
with  legislative  bodies  realizes  how  difficult  it  is  to  secure  the  atten- 
tion of  public  men  to  questions  like  that  which  we  have  been  consid- 
ering. Take  the  subject  of  prison  reform,  for  instance.  Prominent 
men  will  tell  you  that  it  is  impossible  to  reform  a  convict,  or  that 
such  a  question  is  only  for  women  and  ministers.  The  same  is  true 
of  civil  service  reform ;  and  a  man  who  has  been  laid  in  his  grave 
within  two  months,  his  memory  covered  with  the  benedictions  of  mill- 
ions, was  called  by  a  successful  politician  a  "man-milliner."  On 
the  Indian  question  it  is  equally  difficult  to  gain  the  attention  of 
public  men.  It  is  not  difficult  to  get  their  voices  on  a  question  of 
economy  or  of  internal  improvement;  but,  when  you  come  to  an 
enterprise  in  which  there  is  no  money  and  no  votes,  it  is  not  easy  to 
secure  their  co-operation.  It  is  fitting,  therefore,  that  those  who  ap- 
preciate such  work  as  this,  and  who  appreciate  the  public  men  who  are 
willing  to  turn  away  from  the  prizes  of  public  life  and  devote  them- 
selves to  work  such  as  this,  should  commemorate  it  in  a  body  like 
this.  I  offer  this  memorandum,  which  I  move  be  entered  upon  the 
records  of  this  Conference  : 

This  Conference  deems  it  wise  to  refrain  ordinarily  from  the  formal 
commendation  of  living  persons.  But  exceptional  circumstances  seem 
to  justify,  in  a  single  instance,  a  departure  from  this  habit  of  reserve. 

The  recent  announcement  by  the  Honorable  Henry  L.  Dawes  of 
his  purpose  to  retire  from  the  United  States  Senate,  at  the  expiration 
of  his  present  term  in  March  next,  is  a  fitting  opportunity  to  put  on 
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record  the  profound  appreciation  of  his  eminent  services  in  the  cause 
of  Indian  rights  and  Indian  civilization,  which  is  felt  not  only  by  the 
members  of  this  Conference,  but  by  all  the  friends  of  that  cause  in 
the  country,  whether  toilers  in  the  field  or  striving  to  enlist  the  co- 
operation of  Congress  and  the  sympathy  of  the  American  people  in 
its  behalf. 

Mr.  Dawes  has  been  chairman  of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  from  1879  continuously  to  the  present  time.  During  that 
period  he  has  been  earnest  and  effective  in  carrying  legislation  and 
obtaining  appropriations  needed  to  promote  the  progress  and  welfare 
of  the  Indian  people.  Without  enumerating  his  services  on  these 
points,  which,  at  the  end  of  his  term,  will  cover  a  period  of  fourteen 
years,  it  is  sufficient  to  mention  the  act  concerning  land  in  severalty 
and  citizenship  for  the  Indians,  approved  Feb.  8,  1887,  which  was 
carried  by  his  ability  and  tact  and  the  confidence  reposed  by  his 
associates  in  his  integrity  and  wisdom.  This  act,  bearing  his  name, 
was  no  ordinary  statute :  it  declared  a  new  system  and  a  new  policy ; 
it  marks  a  turning-point  in  the  enterprise  of  lifting  a  race  to  Ameri- 
can citizenship  and  Christian  manhood. 

Not  only  as  the  author  of  legislation  has  Mr.  Dawes  assisted  the 
Indian  movement.  In  visits  to  the  tribes  on  their  reservations,  in 
personal  observation  of  their  needs,  in  intercourse  with  their  official 
protectors  and  with  teachers  engaged  in  their  education,  in  his  at- 
tendance on  these  and  similar  conferences  of  persons  seeking  to  pro- 
tect and  elevate  the  Indian,  he  has  kept  his  mind  open  to  the  chang- 
ing phases  of  the  question,  and  has  been  a  medium  of  communication 
between  the  government  and  associations .  and  individuals  working 
for  the  same  cause.  The  history  of  this  race,  now  rising  to  civiliza- 
tion and  merging  itself  in  the  mass  of  the  American  people,  written 
hereafter  when  there  shall  be  no  Indian  question,  will  place  among 
its  foremost  benefactors  the  name  of  the  senator  from  Massachusetts. 

Hon.  Rutherford  B.  Hayes  seconded  the  motion  of  Mr.  Pierce, 
saying :  — 

There  is  a  certain  difficulty  in  saying  what  one  would  wish  to  say 
in  behalf  of  such  resolutions,  with  the  subject  of  them  facing  you, 
But  my  friend  Mr.  Dawes  has  been  in  public  life  long  enough,  I  sus- 
pect, not  to  be  greatly  disturbed  by  what  may  be  said  either  in  his 
ipraise  or  the  reverse.  Public  men  soon  learn,  if  they  are  to  sleep 
well  of  nights  and  have  steady  nerves,  to  regard  praise  and  blame  as 
^equally  unworthy  of  special  consideration  by  them.  The  man  is  hap- 
pily constituted  who  is  philosopher  enough  to  listen  to  that  which  is 
flattering  and  that  which  is  disparaging  with  substantially  the  same 
feelings. 

My  first  acquaintance  with  my  friend  Senator  Dawes  was  some 
twenty-five  or  thirty  years  ago,  in  the  House  of  Representatives.  He 
was  then  chairman  of  that  very  interesting  committee  to  members  of 
Congress,  the  Committee  on  Elections, —  the  committee  whose  busi- 
ness it  is  to  furnish  to  their  party  friends  in  the  body  the  reasons 
for  always  supporting  the  claim  of  the  man  who  belongs  to  their  own 
party.  The  reports  that  came  from  that  committee  may  be  examined, 
and  they  will  sustain  fully  this  statement:  that  the  law,  precisely  as 


Digitized  by 


Google 


125 

it  was,  was  given  to  us  by  Mr.  Dawes  on  every  question,  let  it  hit 
where  it  might.  Indeed,  a  leading  partisan  from  my  own  State  sug- 
gested to  me  once,  "  There  is  but  one  fault  with  our  Massachusetts 
friend :  he  stands  up  so  straight  that  practically  he  belongs  to  the 
other  side."  He  passed  to  the  Senate,  and  there  became  what  is 
described  in  the  resolution  which  I  am  to  second.  How  well  it  was 
said  by  Mr.  Pierce,  in  his  opening  remarks,  that  there  are  certain 
classes  of  duty  devolving  upon  all  public  officers,  and  especially  upon 
Congress,  which  they  cannot  find  time  to  consider !  The  subject  of 
civil  service  reform,  for  instance,  which  he  named;  the  Mormon 
question  ; —  there  is  a  world  of  such  questions,  of  great  importance  to 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  that  you  can  hardly  expect  the  aver- 
age Congressman  to  give  serious  attention  to.  Therefore,  the  interest 
and  the  importance  of  just  such  assemblages  as  this,  where  those 
who  are  versed  in  these  affairs  shall  discuss  them  freely  and  shall 
call  them  to  the  attention  of  the  public.  The  example  of  Mr.  Dawes 
upon  this  question,  goii^g  into  such  an  assembly  as  this,  meeting  its 
members  regularly,  giving  them  the  advantages  of  his  superior  oppor- 
tunities and  experience,  is  an  example  well  worthy  of  imitation.  And 
I  am  glad  to  see  here  to-night,  following  that  example,  the  Commis- 
sioner on  Civil  Service  Reform,  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,, 
and,  perhaps,  other  public  officers.  The  government  of  the  United 
States,  as  has  been  well  said  to-night,  is  not  a  government  of  force.  It 
is  a  government  of  opinion ;  and  therefore  every  good  citizen  should 
give  encouragement  to  any  association,  society,  or  conference  that 
takes  up  some  particular  reform  and  makes  it,  year  after  year,  their 
business  to  urge  its  adoption, —  not  giving  up,  not  failing  in  hearty 
but  going  on  until  it  is  embodied  in  legislation.  This  is  what  Mr, 
Dawes  has  been  engaged  in  doing  now  for  almost  forty  years.  And 
therefore  it  is  well  that  people  who  desire  to  encourage  independence 
and  good  work  in  public  life  should  regard  with  approval  every  just 
estimate  of  the  character  and  services  of  such  a  man.  It  is,  there- 
fore, with  very  great  pleasure  that  I  second  these  resolutions. 

I  should  stop  here,  but  during  my  recent  visit  to  New  York  I  met 
Bishop  Whipple,  who  said  to  me  how  much  he  regretted  that  his 
duties  in  the  Episcopal  Convention  prevented  his  attendance  here. 
"  But,"  said  he,  "  when  a  man  is  doing  a  good  thing,  I  believe  in  giv- 
ing him  the  credit  of  it ;  and  I  wish  you  would  say,  if  you  have  the 
opportunity,  that  I  appreciate  fully  and  approve  altogether  the  con- 
duct and  the  work  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs."  We  who 
are  here  are  supposed  to  be  anxiously  trying  to  help  the  downtrodden^ 
oppressed,  and  feeble  part  of  our  population.  What  we  succeed  in 
doing  will  be  a  joy  and  a  satisfaction  to  us  every  day  of  our  lives^ 
But,  whether  succeeding  or  failing,  all  who  engage  in  helping  up  the 
brother  who  is  down  and  oppressed  do  succeed  in  helping  themselves. 
They  are  the  happier  and  the  better  for  the  work.  This  beloved  poet 
of  ours,  the  mild  glow  of  whose  descending  orb  is  still  lingering  in  all 
our  air, —  Mr.  Whittier, —  says, — 

"  We  brin^  no  costly  holocaust. 
We  raise  no  sculptured  stone  : 
He  serves  Christ  best  T^ho  loveth  best 
His  brothers  and  our  own.*' 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Moses  Pierce,  the  resolutions  were  adopted  by  a 
rising  vote. 

Senator  Dawes. —  I  need  not  say  to  my  friends  here  that  I  am  taken 
altogether  by  surprise.  I  have  spoken  frequently  in  my  life  and  to 
many  audiences  and  upon  many  subjects,  but  never  before  have  I 
been  placed  in  so  embarrassing  a  position  as  your  generous  and  over- 
appreciative  kindness  has  placed  me  in. 

I  do  not  know  that  I  can  say  more  than  to  express  my  profound 
thanks,  and  to  add  my  apprehension  that  the  world  will  say  that  I 
have  not  deserved  what  you  have  been  kind  enough  to  put  upon  the 
permanent  record  of  an  association  which  has  its  origin  and  its  high- 
est efforts  consecrated  to  a  cause  so  noble  as  that  of  elevating  human 
beings  from  degradation  to  the  highest  plane  that  human  life  is  cap- 
able of  reaching.  I  have  felt  that  the  kindness  of  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, in  keeping  me  in  the  public  service  so  long  as  they  have, 
required  at  my  hands  that  I  should  pay  back  to  them  that  which  is 
described  by  the  vroxd  fidelity ;  and  that  having  earned,  if  possible, 
the  right  to  appropriate  that  single  word  to  the  public  work  which  has 
fallen  to  my  lot,  I  should  be  content.  I  feel  to-night  that  this  unex- 
pected tribute  is  some  evidence  that  in  your  minds  I  have  earned  that 
word.  I  shall  take  that ;  and,  if  my  children  care  to  write  it  over  my 
grave,  I  shall  be  content. 

This  work,  in  which  you  and  I  have  been  engaged  together,  has 
been  to  me  a  work  of  love.  I  hardly  know  now  how  I  happened  to 
fall  into  it,  but  it  has  been  growing  in  interest  and  importance  upon 
me  from  the  beginning ;  and  for  every  hour  I  have  spent  in  it  I  have 
felt  it  my  duty  to  spend  another.  I  have  been  glad  to  co-operate 
with  this  association,  and  with  men  in  public  service,  in  carrying  out 
the  wise  measures  which  have  been  devised  and  stimulated  and  made 
possible  here.  And,  if  I  have  at  all  aided  others  in  this  great  work, 
and  have  had  an  opportunity  to  push  it  on  where  it  can  be  safely  left, 
I  feel  that  I  have  done  my  work.  There  is  nothing  connected  with 
it  that  I  have  a  right  to  appropriate  to  myself  :  there  is  nothing  that 
others  have  not  as  much  share  in  accomplishing  as  I  have  had.  The 
severalty  bill,  to  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  attach  my  name,  was 
manufactured,  or  put  in  operation,  before  it  passed  into  this  law,  in 
a  bill  which  Miss  Fletcher  helped  me  make,  and  which  I  am  indebted 
to  her  for  having  made  ;  and  it  approved  itself  before  it  went  into  the 
form  of  law.  I  stand  in  reference  to  that  very  much  as  Americus 
Vespuccius  stands  to  Columbus. 

But  what  little  I  could  do  I  have  done ;  and  it  gratifies  me  to  feel 
that  the  work  is  to  be  left  in  good  hands,  and  that  it  will  not  suffer 
because  it  is  necessary  that  older  men  shall  give  place  to  younger 
men.  I  shall  watch  the  progress  of  this  work  with  an  undying  inter- 
est. I  shall  rejoice  in  its  success.  I  hope  I  may  live  to  see  the  last 
Indian  take  on  a  self-supporting  Christian  citizenship.  I  think  it  will 
be  early,  I  feel  it  will  be  early ;  but  I  do  not  know  that  it  will  be  in 
my  lifetime.  All  the  regret  I  have  in  leaving  the  public  service  is 
connected  with  this  work.  I  should  like,  if  it  were  wise,  to  continue 
in  it,  and  be  in  at  the  end.  But  it  is  not  wise  that  I  should  under- 
take that.     And  now  that  I  come  here,  probably  for  the  last  time,  and 
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join  with  you  in  this  pleasant  and  profitable  meeting,  all  at  once  I  am 
over-whelmed  with  this  tribute  to  the  feeble  but  nevertheless  earnest 
and  faithful  work  which  I  have  endeavored  to  do.  I  have  never  ex- 
pected so  much  compensation  for  the  time  and  the  labor  which  I  have 
expended.  All  that  I  can  say — I  wish  it  was  all  I  had  undertaken 
to  say  —  is  that  I  thank  you  from  my  heart. 

Mr.  Garrett. —  We  wish  that  we  could  be  sure  that  Senator  Dawes's 
mantle  would  rest  upon  some  one  else  in  the  Senate.  I  fear  we  can 
hardly  expect  it. 

Miss  Fletcher. —  I  feel  that  it  would  not  be  right  to  let  this 
question  pass  without  bringing  here  some  of  the  words  concerning 
Senator  Dawes,  that  are  so  full  of  life  and  feeling,  from  the  Indians. 

The  people  know  him,  and  they  bless  him.  The  men  and  the 
women  know  him,  and  they  bless  him.  And  when  I  was  leaving  my 
work  among  the  Nez  Percys,  as  I  drove  out  of  the  ca&on  of  the 
Clearwater,  I  passed  a  little  house  where  lived  a  very  old  woman, — 
a  woman  who  remembers  when  the  first  white  man  crossed  the  conti- 
nent. She  saw  Lewis  and  Clarke.  A  long,  long  trail  is  in  her 
memory,  back  to  those  old  days ;  and  along  her  life  have  come  many 
experiences.  One  of  the  most  beautiful  has  been  the  joy  and  the 
glory  which  has  come  in  a  Christian  belief,  in  the  enlarging  of  her 
heart  from  the  simple  nature-worship  to  the  broad  worship  and  love 
of  humanity  which  Christ  reveals.  She  was  lying  on  a  little  pallet, 
for  she  is  almost  blind  ;  and,  as  my  wagon  passed,  she  asked,  "  What 
was  that  ? "  And  being  told  that  I  was  there,  going  away,  she  said, 
"Stop  her."  And  the  woman,  her  grand-daughter,  came  out  and 
said,  "  Stop."  And  we  checked  the  horses,  and  the  old  woman  rose 
and  came  out  to  my  wagon.  She  said,  "  I  can  hardly  see  you,  but  I 
know  you ;  and  you  must  not  go  away  without  my  blessing,  for  what 
you  have  brought  to  my  people, —  a  place  in  this  land  of  their  birth." 

I  brought  the  gift  of  Senator  Dawes. 

Rev.  Denis  Wortman,  in  a  happy  speech,  presented  to  the  Con- 
ference the  following  resolution :  — 

This  convention  of  friends  of  the  Indian,  assembled  for  the  tenth  time  on  this 
beautiful  and  now  historic  mountain,  desires  to  express,  in  the  strongest  and  yet 
most  delicate  manner,  its  sense  of  indebtedness  to  that  thoughtful  generosity  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smiley,  whereby  not  only  congenial  spirits  become  acquaintances  and 
friends,  but  active  workers  in  the  field,  officers  of  the  civil  and  military  departments 
of  the  government,  and  the  lay  friends  of  Indian,  East  and  West,  people  of  more 
or  less  diversity  of  view,  are  brought  into  sympathetic  touch  and  wiser  and  heartier 
endeavor  for  the  rescue  of  this  perishing  race.  We  bless  God  we  can  feel  sure 
that  these  successive  gatherings,  which  have  received  such  governmental  and  gen- 
eral countenance,  have  in  turn  inspired  and  awakened  new  and  profitable  efforts  for 
the  Christian  solution  of  these  perplexing  and  all-important  Indian  problems.  It 
is  with  a  hearty  '*God  bless  you  **  that  we  leave  Mohonk. 

Mr.  Roosevelt  seconded  this  resolution,  saying :  — 

I  doubt  if  any  man  not  in  political  life  can  understand  the  debt 
owing  to  such  a  man  as  Mr.  Smiley,  to  such  a  convention  as  is  gath- 
ered here.  We  need  particularly,  in  this  country,  men  who  will  do 
non-remunerative  work ;   and  nowhere  do  we  need  them  more  than  in 
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politics.  Nowhere  do  we  need  more  to  hold  up  the  hands  of  the 
man  who,  in  public  life,  is  striving  to  live  up  to  a  principle,  to  accom- 
plish work  for  which  he  can  expect  no  reward  in  political  life  itself. 
And  that  can  be  done  best  by  just  such  meetings  as  this.  I  do  not 
think  you  yourselves  know  how  much  heart  you  put  into  the  men  who 
are  striving  to  do  the  things  which  you  are  encouraging  them  in, 
when  you  show  them  that  you  are  aware  of  what  they  are  trying  to 
do,  and  that  you  are  trying  to  help  them. 

Such  a  convention  as  this  is  purely  and  characteristically  American. 
Now  there  are  many  things  that  are  purely  and  characteristically 
American  that  we  cannot  look  upon  with  unadulterated  pride,  and 
often  he  is  the  best  American  who  most  fearlessly  points  out  Ameri- 
can failings ;  although  I  must  also  say  that  I  think  the  habit  which 
some  of  our  good  friends  fall  into,  of  indiscriminate  and  fretful  and 
interminable  criticism,  is  even  more  pernicious  than  indiscriminate 
and  incessant  laudation.  But  this  meeting  is  something  that  is 
purely  American.  It  could  not  take  place,  for  such  objects,  under 
such  conditions,  in  any  other  country.  And  I  am  sure  that  all  of  us 
will  go  to  our  homes  better  Americans,  more  proud  of  America,  and 
more  confident  in  her  future,  because  of  the  cordial,  generous,  and 
open-hearted  hospitality  for  which  we  are  your  debtors. 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Mr.  Smiley. —  I  want  to  thank  you  for  the  resolutions  which  have 
been  passed  in  my  favor.  But  I  feel  that  I  should  thank  you  for  com- 
ing to  the  Conference,  and  for  doing  so  much  for  the  cause  in  which 
we  are  all  interested.  It  is  just  thirteen  years  since  my  honored 
friend,  our  late  President,  gave  me  my  commission  as  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners.  Since  that  time  I  have  watched 
the  work,  on  the  field  and  at  Washington ;  and  these  Conferences, 
God  willing,  are  going  to  continue  until  the  Indian  question  is  all 
cleared  up.  I  feel  that  we  have  done  something  here  in  moulding 
public  opinion,  not  only  by  what  we  do  while  here,  but  by  becoming 
centres  of  influence  after  we  go  away.  I  hope  we  may  all  meet  again 
here  next  year. 

In  moving  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  presiding  officers,  Rev.  Joseph 
Cook  said :  — 

My  conviction  is  that  we  cannot  do  better,  in  the  matter  of  Indian 
reform,  than  to  go  hence  and  build  after  "  the  pattern  seen  in  this 
mount.''  I  came  here  with  a  large  number  of  unanswered  questions 
in  my  mind ;  and  if  I  now  repeat  a  few  of  them,  with  the  answers 
which  I  think  I  have  obtained,  you  will  understand  me  to  be  drawing 
the  lines  of  this  pattern,  and  giving  the  reasons  for  a  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  gentleman  who  has  presided  over  our  discussions. 

Ought  the  Protestant  religious  bodies  to  refuse  financial  aid  from 
the  national  government  in  support  of  contract  schools  ?  Yes,  says 
this  convention  :  more  than  that  it  does  not  say.  Discussions  on  the 
floor  of  this  Conference,  and  corridor  comments, —  which  are  some- 
times as  wise  as  anything  heard  in  conventions, —  answered  two  other 
questions  that  were  in  my  mind  on  this  same  topic. 
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If  the  Protestant  churches  refuse  to  receive  governmental  financiat 
aidy  are  the  Roman  Catholic  authorities  likely  to  be  similarly 
abstemious?  Will  they  cease  their  efforts  to  divide  the  school  funds 
in  the  States,  while  we  grant  them  the  privilege  of  dividing  it  in  the 
nation  ?  My  conviction  is  that  this  convention  believes  that,  if  we 
allow  the  school  fund  to  be  divided  in  the  national  field,  the  effort  to 
divide  it  in  the  different  States  will  be  re-enforced. 

The  second  question  on  this  topic  was:  Ought  Protestants  to 
abandon  all  financial  aid  from  the  national  government  without 
insisting  that  Catholics  shall  do  so  ?  Corridor  comments  here,  as  I 
interpret  them,  are  to  the  effect  that  we  are  to  treat  all  our  co- 
religionists with  great  courtesy,  to  beware  of  stirring  up  bitter  feel- 
ings. We  believe  that  most  of  our  Roman  Catholic  fellow-citizens 
are  very  patriotic,  but  that  there  is  a  clerical  party  which  will  bear 
watching. 

The  pattern  shown  in  the  mount  on  the  school  question  is  of  great 
interest  to  me;  and  I  believe  that  you  have  drawn  firmly  in  that 
pattern  the  line  which  requires,  or  at  least  recommends,  abstention 
on  the  part  of  Protestant  schools  from  governmental  financial  aid. 
For  one,  I  do  most  cordially  thank  the  convention  for  taking  this 
attitude,  while  the  first  drops  of  what  may  be  a  great  storm  are  fall- 
ing upon  the  land. 

What  is  the  pattern  shown  in  the  mount  on  the  topic  of  civil  ser- 
vice reform  ?  I  am  moving  a  vote  of  thanks  to  a  presiding  ofiicer 
who  has  very  firm  opinions  on  the  topic  of  political  appointments 
on  Indian  reservations.  To  this  system  he  is  unalterably  opposed ; 
for  such  appointments  are  a  curse  to  the  whole  land.  They  are  a 
deeper  curse  where  the  population  is  not  wise  enough  to  counteract 
their  malign  tendencies.  I  think  he  would  have  received  most  cor- 
dially the  efforts  made  here  so  successfully  to  incorporate  into  this 
pattern  shown  in  the  mount  a  distinct  declaration  of  civil  service  re- 
form principles. 

Shall  we  have  compulsory  education  for  Indian  children  ?  Yes,  if 
necessary. 

Shall  we  entirely  secularize  the  governmental  work  in  schools? 
Not  wholly.  This  statement  is  not  made  in  your  resolutions ;  but  dis- 
cussion here,  as  I  have  interpreted  it,  has  not  been  to  the  effect  that 
we  must  paganize  our  national  schools.  I  suppose  a  hymn  may  be 
sung  and  the  Lord's  Prayer  repeated  even  in  a  government  school. 

Shall  we  seek  the  entire  abolition  of  the  reservation  system  ?    Yes. 

Shall  we  resist  unscrupulous  and  irresponsible  lawyers  and  land- 
cormorants  ?     Yes. 

Although  you  have  not  expressed  an  opinion  on  the  subject  in  your 
resolutions,  I  think  you  have  a  conviction  as  to  the  possible  growth 
of  the  Indian  under  the  light  of  civilization  to  a  great  height  of  abil- 
ity and  achievement.  It  has  been  said  that  there  are  half-brain  races 
and  whole-brain  races.  What  is  the  natural  ability  of  the  Indian  ? 
I  asked  a  great  expert  that  question,  and  he  answered,  "At  least  a 
three-quarter-brain  race."  One  of  the  lines  that  I  like  best  in  the 
pattern  shown  in  the  mount  is  the  line  produced  by  the  total  absence 
of  the  color  line. 

And,  last  of  all,  the  supreme  emphasis  is  placed,  in  these  resolu- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


I30 

tions,  on  religious  work.  The  sun  must  come  with  its  persuasion, 
before  the  plough  with  its  coercion,  before  the  seed  of  new  ideas  goes 
into  the  fertile  soil  of  a  rising  race.  The  sun  must  go  on  with  its 
work  while  the  plough  and  the  seed  and  the  sickle  do  what  they  can 
toward  securing  a  harvest. 

Clearly,  this  mount  is  that  which  bums  with  divine  fire.  The  Com- 
missioner has  said  it  is  in  his  power  to  do  much  if  law  and  public 
sentiment  support  him.  Let  us  go  hence,  and  so  act  that  the  govern- 
ment may  be  compelled  to  build  after  the  pattern  shown,  not  in  this 
mount  only,  but  in  that  mount  which  burned  with  divine  fire  of  old, 
and  was  too  holy  to  be  touched. 

The  resolution  of  thanks  was  adopted  by  a  unanimous  vote. 

Mr.  Painter. —  In  our  congratulations  one  with  another,  and  in  our 
joy  in  seeing  one  another,  and  in  the  interest  and  delight  we  have 
all  felt  in  the  discussions,  I  am  sure  that  we  have  not  forgotten  the 
absence  of  one  whose  wisdom  has  been  counsel  to  us  in  the  past,  and 
whose  enthusiasm  is  always  inspiration,  but  who  has  fallen  by  the 
way  from  his  devotion  to  his  work.  I  feel  sure  it  will  be  the  desire 
of  all  to  give  expression  to  the  regret  we  feel  in  the  enforced  absence 
of  General  Armstrong,  and  the  sincere  hope  we  all  feel  that  he  may 
be  restored  to  some  degree  of  activity  again. 

Upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Garrett,  it  was  voted  that  this  resolution 
be  placed  upon  the  records  of  the  Conference. 

Gen.  Whittlesey. —  There  is  one  more  name  which  should  be 
mentioned  in  this  Conference, —  the  name  of  Dr.  Henry  Kendall, 
whose  great  work  in  organizing  mission  schools  and  superintending 
religious  work  among  the  Indians,  whose  ability  and  earnestness  and 
wisdom  in  past  years,  we  all  remember  with  gratitude.  I  mention  his 
name  in  this  parting  hour,  believing  that  all  who  have  known  him 
will  be  glad  to  have  some  tribute  paid  to  his  memory. 

After  a  few  closing  words  from  Mr.  Garrett,  the  doxology  was  sung, 
and  the  Conference  adjourned. 
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PREFACE. 


The  eleventh  annual  session  of  the  Lake^Mohonk  Conference  of  Friends  of 
the  Indians  was  held,  through  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  K.  Smiley,  Oct  1 1, 
12,  and  13,  1893,  ^^  '^c  Lake  Mohonk  House,  Ulster  County,  New  York.  There 
were  present  nearly  one  hundred  and  seventy  members,  the  largest  attendance  at 
any  of  these  conferences. 

One  copy  of  this  report  is  sent  to  every  member ;  but,  if  other  copies  are  de- 
sired, application  may  be  made  to  Mr.  A.  K.  Smiley. 

Boston,  Mass.,  Dec  16,  1893. 
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THE  ELEVENTH  LAKE  MOHONK  INDIAN 
CONFERENCE. 

Wednesday,  Oct.  ix,  1893. 


.  The  eleventh  annual  meeting  of  the  Lake  Mohonk  Indian  Confer- 
ence began  at  the  Lake  Mohonk  House,  Ulster  County,  New  York, 
on  Wednesday,  Oct.  11,  1893. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  Bishop  Whipple.  The  Conference  was  then 
called  to  order  by  Mr.  A.  K.  Smiley,  the  host,  at  whose  invitation  all  the 
guests  were  assembled.  "  It  is,"  said  Mr.  Smiley,  "  a  very  happy  day 
for  me  when  this  Conference  comes  together.  This  is  the  eleventh, 
and  every  year  I  feel  belter  satisfied  with  them.  Once  in  a  while  I 
was  a  little  discouraged  last  summer  lest  the  Fair  at  Chicago  and  the 
American  Board  meetings  in  Worcester  should  interfere  with  our 
attendance  here.  But  we  have  a  good  company  from  all  parts  of 
the  country.  I  am  especially  glad  to  see  people  from  the  field  who 
have  seen  service  among  the  Indians.  Our  large  Indian  schools  are 
well  represented.  Representatives  of  the  Indian  race  are  here,  too. 
I  would  remind  you  of  what  we  all  know,  that  we  come  together  in 
the  spirit  of  love  for  the  Indian,  not  to  air  any  special  notions,  but  to 
try  to  do  good  to  the  Indian  race.  We  have  here  represented  a  great 
variety  of  sentiment,  and  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  be  freely  expressed. 
But  I  hope  that  at  the  close  we  shall  be  able  to  come  to  some  unani- 
mous conclusion,  or  one  in  which  we  shall  substantially  unite  and  work 
together.  It  is  the  object  of  the  Conference  to  bring  people  together 
who  are  interested  in  Indian  affairs,  and  talk  over  the  matter  in  a 
friendly  spirit,  and  at  the  end  to  unite  in  a  platform.  I  hope  the 
spirit  of  love  will  prevail,  and  that  nothing  bitter  will  be  said.  Let 
there  be  honest  expression  of  opinion  without  bitterness. 

I  have  always  taken  upon  myself  to  nominate  the  presiding  officer, 
and  I  have  been  very  fortunate  heretofore  in  the  presiding  officers 
that  we  have  had.  So  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  nominating  as  chair- 
man of  this  convention  President  Merrill  E.  Gates,  of  Amherst. 

President  Gates  was  unanimously  elected  as  the  presiding  officer  of 
the  Conference. 

ADDRESS  OF  PRESIDENT  GATES. 

Frimds  of  the  Indian^ — For  the  very  kind  way  in  which  you  have 
more  than  once  welcomed  me  to  the  somewhat  trying  duties  of  this 
chair,  I  thank  you.  The  embarrassment  which  one  feels  in  assuming 
its  duties  comes  from  the  rich  fund  of  information  and  oratory  that  I 
see  embodied  before  me.     The  responsibility  of  distinguishing  among 
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these  guests,  of  singling  out  a  few  to  speak  to  us,  from  among  the 
many  whom  we  would  like  to  hear,  is  a  duty  the  stress  of  which  falls 
upon  the  Executive  Committee ;  but  in  their  responsibility  your  pre- 
siding officer  must  inevitably  share.  1  thank  you  for  the  unvarying 
patience  with  which  you  have  borne  with  me  in  the  past,  and  for  the 
unfailing  and  cordial  support  you  have  given  to  our  efforts  to 
make  these  Conferences  at  once  interesting,  agreeable,  and  profit- 
able. 

I  am  inclined  to  think  that  our  genial  host,  Mr.  Smiley,  acted  with 
his  usual  happy  faculty  for  doing  the  best  thing,  when  he  chose  this 
somewhat  later  date  in  October  for  our  Conference.  We  have  come 
very  pleasantly  close  to  the  "Indian  Summer'*  in  our  weather.  This 
year  Heaven  smiles  upon  us.  We  notice,  to  be  sure,  that  on  these 
hillsides  the  green  is  giving  way :  the  green  cannot  always  be  worn, 
as  it  is  in  our  metropolis  by  the  perpetually  dominant  party  of  office- 
holders. Autumn  is  manifestly  with  us.  Here  and  there  among  the 
maples  a  surly  old  sachem  has  donned  his  war  paint  of  deepest  red  : 
the  fiery-hearted  young  sumachs  answer  his  challenging  signals,  and, 
putting  on  their  glorious  colors,  the  entire  company  of  brave  primeval 
foresters  on  these  mountain  slopes,  in  richest  chromes  and  reds,  have 
begun  the  war-dance  that  will  end  in  a  death-dance  as  their  eddying 
foliage  falls  to  the  ground  through  this  golden  autumn  air.  The 
mountains  are  mantled  with  beauty. 

Is  not  this  one  reason  why  we  get  such  clear  light  upon  the  Indian 
question  here?  One  reason  why  we  have  found  our  work  here  so 
satisfactory,  is  because  it  has  been  done  on  the  mountains  and  in  the 
light  that  rests  on  the  heights.  It  is  a  great  gain  to  see  one's  work 
from  the  heights,  to  plan  it  there,  to  get  there  the  enlightened  vision 
that  reveals  the  true  relations  of  things,  and  guides  us  through  the 
dark  places,  through  the  dreary,  commonplace  days  of  commonplace 
toil  that  must  follow,  if  we  work  faithfully  in  any  practical  efforts  at 
reform.  We  have  often  found  here  at  Mohonk,  near  **Sky  Top," 
that  the  whole  sky  which  arches  above  our  work  of  love  and  helpful- 
ness is  as  full  of  light  for  us  as  was  the  matchless  dome  of  heaven 
when  we  came  down  the  Hudson  last  evening,  while  the  sun  sank 
behind  the  grand  outlines  of  our  beautiful  Catskills. 

THE   NEW   COMMISSIONER. 

Last  week  in  Chicago  I  stood  beside  the  great  Liberty  Bell  at  the 
World's  Fair,  which  my  New  Jersey  friend.  General  McDowell,  is 
seeking  to  make  the  rallying-point  for  national  consciousness  as  the 
different  nations  observe  their  commemorative  days  at  the  Fair.  I 
stood  beside  the  bell  when  it  was  rung  for  the  first  time  by  the  hands 
of  foreigners,  when  from  our  nearest  sister  republic  the  Mexican  Del- 
egation rang  the  national  salute,  while  their  band  played  our  national 
hymn  and  their  troops  stood  at  parade  rest.  On  the  next  day  at 
noon  I  heard  the  great  bell  ring,  and,  stepping  along  toward  Admin- 
istration Square,  I  saw  Captain  Pratt  and  the  Carlisle  School,  five 
hundred  strong,  the  boys  in  uniform,  drawn  up  in  line,  the  girls  from 
bright  eyes  raining  down  that  influence  which  has  braced  the  hearts 
of  warriors  in  peace  and  in  war  since  the  race  began  to  be.     Our  new 
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United  States  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  General  Browning, 
stood  beside  the  bell ;  and,  in  response  to  an  invitation,  he  stepped 
forward  and  tolled  out  thirteen  strokes  in  the  name  of  the  Indians, 
the  original  Americans.  He  made  a  most  excellent  speech  to  the 
boys.  I  wish  that  he  were  with  us  to-day.  He  told  us  that  he  had 
expected  to  come  to  this  Conference,  but  that  he  had  been  detained 
in  Chicago  for  so  long  a  time  that  he  feared  the  government  might 
wonder  if  he  did  not  return  at  once  to  the  duties  of  his  office  in 
Washington.  I  strongly  urged  him  to  come  to  our  Conference,  re- 
minding him  that  Commissioner  Oberley  said  to  us  that,  when  he  first 
came  to  Mohonk,  he  was  in  a  sceptical  frame  of  mind,  supposing  that 
we  had  some  peculiar  views,  and  possibly  some  "  cranky  "  views  as  to 
the  work  that  needed  doing  among  the  Indians,  but  that  at  the  close 
of  the  three  days*  conference  Commissioner  Oberley  had  declared, 
"  I  have  learned  more  about  the  Indian  question  in  these  three  days 
here  than  in  all  the  years  of  my  life  before."  I  pressed  the  Commis- 
sioner to  come,  that  he  might  understand  how  many  intelligent  men 
and  women  were  ready  to  appreciate  the  difficulties  of  his  position 
and  to  help  him  in  his  work  in  every  right  way,  so  that,  when  he  had 
to  withstand  the  pressure  of  politicians  and  place-seekers,  he  might 
feel  himself  re-enforced  by  the  strong  hopes  and  ideals  of  those  who 
are  working  for  t^is  reform.  In  all  his  conversation  the  ideas  and 
the  purposes  that  he  expressed  were  such  as  we  have  learned  to  wel- 
come here.  I  look  forward  with  hope,  therefore,  to  the  new  adminis- 
tration of  Indian  affairs.  This  hope  is  tempered  by  experience,  I 
admit ;  and  yet  it  is  bom  of  experience.  Those  of  us  who  have  been 
in  touch  with  Indian  work  for  some  years  have  come  to  dread  a 
change  of  administration,  because  so  commonly,  under  the  prevailing 
influence  of  the  outrageous  "  spoils  system,"  the  men  of  experience, 
who  have  been  doing  their  work  successfully,  are  replaced  by  men 
of  no  experience ;  and,  even  if  the  new  men  in  the  end  prove  to  be 
well  chosen  for  their  work,  their  first  few  years  are  of  necessity 
wasted  in  bringing  to  them  the  experience  which  their  predecessors 
had  gained. 

CIVIL  SERVICE    REGULATIONS    FIX   THE   TENURE   OF   SOME  APPOINTEES. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  administration,  many  as  are  the  changes 
already  made  in  the  Indian  service,  and  doubtful  as  is  the  defence 
that  can  be  urged  for  making  many  of  these  changes,  it  is  a  matter 
for  congratulation  that  during  the  last  administration  many  important 
offices  in  the  Indian  service  were  put  under  the  civil  service  regula- 
tions. We  are  thus  saved  that  total  wiping  out  of  useful  experience 
which  in  past  years  has  been  the  curse  of  wholesale  t:hanges  of 
Indian  teachers  and  employees  at  the  incoming  of  an  administration. 
But  the  number  of  appointees  in  the  Indian  service  who  can  be 
changed  at  the  pleasure  of  partisans  is  still  altogether  too  large  for 
the  bafety  of  the  service.  By  every  influence  which  we  can  use  we 
should  press  to  get  the  civil  service  regulations  extended  over  a  far 
larger  number  of  these  appointees. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  new  administration,  however,  instead  of 
showing  a  hostile  spirit  of  criiicism,  let  us  make  our  criticisms  help- 
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ful.  Where  matters  are  managed  as  they  should  be,  let  us  make 
known  to  the  Commissioner  our  hearty  satisfaction.  Let  us  take 
pains  to  be  in  touch  with  him.  so  that  not  all  our  communications 
shall  be  criticisms  of  action  which  has  been  taken,  but  let  our  letters 
as  often  as  possible  be  explicitly  commendatory  of  right  action. 

I  am  very  hopeful  that  the  next  four  years  will  see  marked  progress 
in  Indian  affairs.  President  Cleveland  has  always  professed,  and  I 
believe  has  most  sincerely  professed,  that  he  wishes  to  do  the  best 
thing  for  the  Indian.  We  know  well  that  many  of  the  best  friends  of 
this  reform  are  to  be  found  in  each  of  the  great  political  parties. 
Yet,  at  the  close  of  President  Cleveland's  administration,  notwith- 
standing the  President's  own  friendly  attitude  toward  Indian  reforms, 
we  felt  that,  under  the  influence  of  certain  small  politicians  to  whom 
the  management  of  the  Indian  Department  was  unwisely  delegated, 
the  Indian  service  was  nearly  ruined.  We  never  felt  that  President 
Cleveland  intended  to  allow  these  results  to  come  about  under  his 
administration  ;  yet,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  long  before  President  Cleve- 
land went  out  of  office  all  but  two  or  three  of  the  experienced  agents 
who  were  in  office  at  the  beginning  of  his  administration*  had  been 
deposed,  and  in  most  cases  without  any  good  reason. 

Matters  were  little  better,  as  far  as  deposing  agents  was  concerned, 
under  the  Republican  administration  which  followed.  Only  two  or 
three  of  the  agents  in  office  when  President  Harrison's  administra- 
tion began  were  left  in  office  when  he  had  been  President  for  eigh- 
teen months ;  but  we  had  a  most  excellent  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs,  and,  wherever  his  influence  could  reach,  the  service  was 
greatly  improved.  In  the  appointment  of  Indian  agents,  however, 
there  was  not  such  consultation  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Af- 
fairs, and  of  the  true  interest  of  the  service,  as  ought  to  govern  in 
making  these  appointments.  Under  the  pretentious  name  of  "  home 
rule,"  senators  and  representatives  were  allowed  to  dictate  the  nomi- 
nation, as  agents,  of  perfectly  worthless  men  from  their  States  or  dis- 
tricts. The  greatest  credit  is  due  to  President  Harrison  for  the  ex- 
tension of  the  civil  service  regulations,  so  as  ^o  include  superintend- 
ents of  schools,  physicians,  teachers,  and  matrons  in  the  Indian  ser- 
vice ;  but,  as  far  as  the  appointment  of  agents  was  concerned,  there 
was  no  one  who  felt  that  the  last  administration  gave  us  what  we  had 
a  right  to  expect. 

TAKE  THE   INDIAN   SERVICE   OUT  OF   PARTISAN    POLITICS. 

It  is  clear  that  this  entire  service  ought  to  be  taken  out  of  partisan 
strife,  that  Indian  appointments  should  cease  to  be  party  plunder, 
awarded  to  partisan  workers,  to  build  up  party  interests.  Some  of 
us  remember  the  first  discussions  of  civil  service  reform  at  these 
Conferences,  eight  or  nine  years  ago.  There  was  a  real  difference 
of  opinion  at  the  first  Conference  which  considered  this  subject. 
There  has  never  been  any  material  difference  of  opinion  since  this 
earliest  Conference.  For  years  the  most  intelligent  friends  of  the 
Indian  have  been  unanimous  in  their  conviction  that  one  of  the 
greatest  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  reforms  which  we  desire  is  found 
in  the  prostitution  of  this  service  to  party  interests.     Let  us  hope  that 
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President  Cleveland  will,  in  his  conduct  of  Indian  affairs,  see  to  it 
that  the  rules,  or  at  least  the  spirit^  of  civil  service  reform^  of  which 
he  has  been  so  earnest  and  fearless  a  champion,  shall  govern  all  his 
appointments  in  the  Indian  service. 

BE  PERSEVERING,  YET  PATIENT. 

Yet  we  are  not  to  be  discouraged,  my  friends,  because  we  do  not 
at  once  attain  the  ends  which  we  have  in  view.  It  is  granted  to  few 
people  to  see  their  ideals  speedily  and  perfectly  clothed  in  matter,  as 
the  artists  who  planned  that  matchless  White  City  at  Chicago  have 
seen  their  thought  made  real,  objectified  before  them  in  forms  of 
beauty.  More  than  a  year  ago,  when  the  outlines  of  those  buildings 
were  laid  out,  I  stood  upon  the  ground,  with  some  of  the  artists 
who  had  planned  that  work,  those  who  now  "  see  what  they  foresaw." 
As  I  stood  in  the  midst  of  that  matchless  architecture  last  week,  and 
saw  how  speedily  their  thought  had  taken  on  a  perfect  form,  I  felt 
that  those  artists  were  to  be  envied.  Who  could  leave  that  scene 
without  a  haunting  regret  that  all  this  beauty  must  pass  away  so  soon, 
— a  feeling  of  regret  which  Richard  Watson  Gilder  has  expressed  for 
us  all  in  his  poignantly  beautiful  verses  "To  the  Vanishing  City." 
As  a  great  and  beautiful  conception,  quickly  realized,  but  perishing 
quickly,  to  remind  us  that  beauty  and  truth  are  in  their  essence  ideal, 
and  not  material,  the  architecture  of  the  World's  Fair  is  a  lesson  to 
the  world. 

But  we  are  not  dealing  here  with  a  problem  that  can  be  settled  by 
mathematical  formulae.  The  structure  that  we  are  trying  to  build  is 
not  to  be  reared  in  matter  or  by  mechanical  means.  We  deal  with 
vital  force.  Our  ideals  must  be  worked  for  patiently,  must  mature 
slowly,  must  be  waited  for,  perseveringly  lived  out.  "My  dear 
philosopher,"  wrote  the  Empress  Katharine  of  Russia  to  Voltaire, 
"  it  is  so  much  easier  to  write  your  theories  on  paper  than  on  living 
flesh  and  blood."  Within  the  last  few  hours  I  was  speaking  of  the 
interest  that  draws  us'  together  here  with  a  gentleman  of  broad  in- 
telligence and  of  large  experience  in  public  affairs  at  Washington 
and  in  New  York.  "  You  might  just  as  well  give  up  your  efforts," 
said  he :  "  you  can  never  do  anything  with  the  Indians.  The  fault  is 
in  their  blood.  Reforms  are  hopeless  when  confronted  with  the  law 
of  heredity.  The  Indians  must  go  the  way  which  has  been  trodden 
by  the  other  inferior  races  which  have  perished.  I  shall  be  amused 
and  interested  to  see  what  you  sincere  friends  of  the  Indian  are  at- 
tempting to  do ;  but  your  efforts  will  prove  useless." 

BREAK   UP   MASSES. —  LET   IN  THE   LIGHT  OF  CHRISTIAN   EDUCATION. 

We  who  have  watched  the  progress  of  this  reform,  who  have  seen 
the  noble  specimens  of  Christian  manhood  and  womanhood  devel- 
oped under  the  Christian  education  of  Indian  boys  and  girls ;  we 
who  have  watched  the  checking  of  iniquity,  rapine,  and  murder  upon 
the  reservations,  already  wrought  by  just  legislation, —  we  know  that 
in  our  efforts  at  solving  this  problem  we  have  at  our  command  forces 
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which  are  mightier  than  the  law  of  heredity.  While  we  insist  upon 
just  legislation  to  define  and  protect  the  rights  of  all  Indians,  we 
know  well  that  humanity  cannot  be  saved  to  nobler  living  "  in  the 
mass."  Sodden  masses  of  humanity,  whether  depraved  whites  in  our 
great  cities  or  ignorant  blacks  in  the  South,  or  savage  red  men,  iso- 
lated upon  our  reservations,  cannot  be  redeemed  and  lifted  up  as 
masses  or  by  wholesale  legislation.  The  life  of  a  soul  is  awakened 
and  strengthened  and  saved  only  by  the  touch  of  another  life.  Ind- 
ians, like  white  men,  are  reached  and  redeemed  from  evil  only  as 
we  break  up  the  mass  and  touch  the  individuals.  Only  as  men  and 
women  who  are  full  of  the  light  of  education  and  of  the  life  of  Christ 
go  in  and  out  among  these  savage  brothers  and  sisters  of  ours,  only 
as  the  living  thought  and  the  feeling  heart  touch  their  hearts  one  by 
one,  can  the  Indians  be  lifted  from  savagery  and  made  into  useful 
citizens.  Who  is  there  who  has  known  the  Indians  upon  reservations 
and  elsewhere  who  has  the  slightest  doubt  that  among  them  are  to 
be  found  individual  souls  as  capable  of  answering  to  appeals  for 
right  living,  as  true  and  tender  in  their  feelings,  as  any  souls  that 
bear  the  impress  of  their  Creator  among  any  people  and  in  any 
place  ?  As  we  get  at  them  one  by  one,  as  we  break  up  these  iniqui- 
tous masses  of  savagery,  as  we  draw  them  out  from  their  old  associa- 
tions and  immerse  them  in  the  strong  currents  of  Christian  life  and 
Christian  citizenship,  as  we  send  the  sanctifying  stream  of  Christian 
life  and  Christian  work  among  them,  they  feel  the  pulsing  life-tide  of 
Christ's  life.  We  find  our  problem  growing  simpler,  as  we  learn  to 
rely  upon  this  force  to  give  vital  power  to  all  the  other  forces  which 
we  are  bringing  to  bear  upon  the  problem. 

But  to  work  out  results  here  requires  time ;  for  we  deal  with  life, 
and  with  the  life  of  a  race,  and  race-life  is  modified  slowly,  and  only 
as  individuals,  one  by  one,  come  under  the  sway  of  some  new  force. 
Yet,  in  our  self-appointed  task  of  love,  we  work  here  as  **  children  of 
the  light."  We  have  seen  the  answer  come  to  such  prayers  as  that 
"which  our  beloved  Bishop  Whipple  has  just  offered  for  us  ;  and,  as 
the  laborers  come  to  be  in  earnest,  "  the  difficulties  disappear  before 
the  powers  of  light." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Philip  C.  Garrett,  Mr.  J.  W.  Davis,  Mrs.  Isabel 
C.  Barrows,  and  Miss  Rose  Hollingsworth  were  elected  Secretaries. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Herbert  Welsh,  Mr.  Frank  Wood,  of  Boston,  was 
elected  Treasurer. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  H.  O.  Houghton,  Dr.  W.  H.  Ward,  and  Dr.  Ly- 
man Abbott,  of  New  York,  Philip  C.  Garrett,  of  Philadelphia,  Dr. 
M.  E.  Strieby,  New  York,  Mrs.  Stephen  H.  Bullard,  Boston,  Mrs. 
A.  S.  Quinton,  Philadelphia,  and  Miss  Anna  Dawes,  Pittsfield,  were 
elected  to  serve  as  a  Business  Committee. 

Reports  from  the  field  were  called  for  by  President  Gates ;  and 
Captain  W.  W.  Wotherspoon,  in  charge  of  the  Apache  prisoners  at 
Mt.  Vernon  Barracks,  Ala.,  was  first  invited  to  speak. 

Capt.  Wotherspoon. —  The  Apaches  belonging  to  the  band  of 
Geronimo,  who  are  now  held  as  United  States  prisoners  in  the  South, 
are  tending  towards  civilization,  although  they  made  great  havoc  in 
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Arizona  only  a  few  years  ago.  I  wish  to  speak  especially  of  the  ef- 
fect of  sanitary  measures  and  cleanliness,  which  is  next  to  godliness, 
upon  Indian  mortality.  When  I  reached  Alabama,  three  and  one- 
half  yea'rs  ago,  I  found  these  poor  people  practically  in  rags,  living 
in  an  unhealthy,  damp  valley  in  miserable  huts  constructed  of  logs, 
the  crevices  not  filled  and  exposed  to  the  weather,  with  a  monthly 
mortality  of  from  14  to  17  children  and  adults.  The  death-rate 
from  consumption  was  greatest.  It  ran  up  to  176  to  the  1,000. 
When  you  consider  that  the  greatest  cholera  epidemic  in  Spain  re- 
sulted in  the  death  of  18  to  the  1,000,  and  that  that  struck  horror  to 
the  world,  such  a  death-rate  as  this  was  terrific.  My  first  problem 
was  to  see  what  could  be  done  to  reduce  it.  I  could  see  nothing  but 
absolute  cleanliness  and  attention  to  sanitation.  In  three  years 
the  death-rate  has  been  very  greatly  reduced.  In  1890,  out  of 
380  people,  56  died  from  consumption.  The  next  year,  under 
better  conditions,  there  were  38  cases.  It  was  still  further  reduced 
to  35,  and  last  year  to  18.  In  three  years,  then,  it  has  fallen  from  56 
to  18.  There  is  still  a  death-rate  of  52  to  the  1,000.  The  methods 
that  I  adopted  were,  first,  absolute  cleanliness  of  the  grounds  sur- 
rounding the  houses.  The  women  sweep  their  grounds  daily  from 
7  to  9  A.M.  The  refuse  is  carried  away  and  burned.  The  houses  are 
inspected  minutely  every  Saturday.  I  go  through  them  with  white 
gloves;  and,  if  I  can  get  any  dust  or  dirt  from  pots  or  kettles  or 
shelves,  that  house  has  to  be  inspected  again.  On  Saturday  morning 
the  women  must  be  in  clean  calico  garments,  and  their  week's  wash- 
ing must  be  on  a  line  ready  for  inspection.  The  children,  too,  are 
inspected.  Their  hair  must  be  brushed,  and  they  must  be  neatly 
clothed.  Their  fingers  and  teeth  are  also  inspected.  I  found  that 
it  was  utterly  impossible  to  improve  them  much  in  the  low  valley, 
where  they  were  subjected  to  malarial  influences.  So  a  new  village 
was  built  on  the  top  of  a  hill  that  had  drainage  in  every  direction. 
About  one  hundred  houses  were  put  up,  which  were  built  by  the  Ind- 
ians themselves.  They  knew  nothing  about  building  before  or 
about  handling  tools ;  but  I  made  up  my  mind  that  they  were  intelli- 
gent people,  and,  if  they  were  going  to  amount  to  anything,  they 
must  learn  to  do  that  work  themselves.  They  accordingly  built  those 
houses,  and  they  are  as  well  built  as  any  ordinary  farm-houses.  They 
have  chimneys  and  cooking-stoves.  They  eat  off  their  tables  with 
china  and  glass.  That,  with  the  other  sanitary  measures,  has  reduced 
the  death-rate  to  a  quarter  of  what  it  was  three  years  ago.  In  the 
mean  time  they  have  been  farming,  and  many  are  soldiers  in  the 
United  States  Army.  This  is  the  result  of  ordinary  attention  to 
cleanliness  and  the  simplest  rules  of  sanitation. 

An  interesting  problem  has  arisen  with  the  Apaches.  They  are 
about  at  the  limit  of  where  they  can  be  carried.  The  land  is  poor : 
they  cannot  do  much  with  it.  In  my  judgment,  the  War  Department 
made  a  mistake  in  enlisting  these  men  as  soldiers.  They  have  made 
excellent  soldiers ;  but,  if  all  this  time  had  been  spent  in  putting  them 
on  an  independent  footing  of  self-support,  it  would  have  been  better. 
The  present  system  will  never  do.  They  should  have  enough  Eng- 
lish to  contend  with  their  environment,  to  describe  their  wants,  and  to 
obey  orders.     They  should  have  ordinary  skill  in  the  mechanic  arts. 
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When  they  have  acquired  this,  they  should  be  left  to  work  out  their 
own  salvation.  They  should  go  out  from  under  the  government  um- 
brella, which  has  been  the  pauperizing  influence  among  the  Indians. 
I  am  very  anxious  that  these  Apaches  should  be  moved  to  some  sec- 
tion where  the  tribal  bonds  may  be  broken  up,  and  they  may  be 
scattered  on  small  farms  where  they  can  survive  or  perish.  But  they 
will  not  perish.  They  will  take  care  of  themselves,  and  take  care  of 
themselves  well. 

Question. —  How  many  Apaches  are  there  there  ? 

Capt.  WOTHERSPOON. —  425.  The  death-rate  has  exceeded  the 
birth-rate,  although  the  birth-rate  is  exceedingly  high. 

Question. —  Have  they  any  special  aptitudes  ? 

Capt.  WoTHERSPOON. —  They  have  great  aptitude  for  carpentry. 
They  make  good  blacksmiths  and  excellent  farriers,  but  they  are 
pre-eminently  well  adapted  for  the  cultivation  of  small  farms.  The 
women  are  very  apt  at  that.  They  are  exceedingly  industrious  and 
intelligent.     They  are  quick  to  learn  and  to  follow  our  ways. 

Question. —  Are  the  mm  getting  to  be  industrious  ? 

Capt.  WoTHERSPOON. —  That  is  the  most  promising  sign  that  I 
see.  Whereas  the  time  was  when  the  Indian  woman  did  all  the  work, 
and  the  man  lay  under  a  tree  and  rested,  he  now  does  his  full 
share  of  the  work,  even  to  caring  for  the  babies. 

Question. —  What  occasioned  such  a  very  high  death-rate  ? 

Capt.  WoTHERSPOON. —  I  attribute  the  death-rate  among  these 
Indians  to  two  causes.  They  were  taken  as  prisoners  of  war  and 
confined  in  Fort  Marion,  when  Florida  was  a  great  resort  for  con- 
sumptives. These  consumptive  visitors  went  constantly  to  see  the 
Indians,  and  left  the  germs  of  their  disease  behind  them.  As  a  race, 
they  have  a  small  resisting  power.  They  have  intermarried  for  cen- 
turies. We  have,  however,  reduced  the  death-rate  so  much  that,  if 
we  can  continue  the  rate  of  decrease  as  in  the  past  three  years,  it  will 
be  below  the  normal  rate  within  a  few  years.  We  hope  that  we 
can  do  that.  At  the  present  time  we  have  no  cases  of  consump- 
tion. 

Question. —  How  is  Geronimo  ? 

Capt.  WOTHERSPOON. —  He  is  doing  well.  He  is  still  my  justice 
of  the  peace  for  all  petty  crimes.  He  is  a  most  conservative  man,  a 
man  of  great  force  of  character.     His  influence  is  very  good. 

Question. —  Do  we  understand  that  you  would  have  these  Indians 
removed  as  a  body  or  scattered  as  individuals  ? 

Capt.  WoTHERSPOON. —  I  would  have  them  scattered  as  individ- 
uals. 

Question. —  Has  the  government  taken  any  such  step  ? 

Capt.  Wotherspoon. —  No:  it  probably  wants  to  forget  these 
men. 

Dr.  E.  E.  Hale. —  It  always  has  wanted  to  forget  them. 

Capt.  Wotherspoon. —  The  War  Department  does  not  want  to  be 
bothered  about  them,  and  the  Interior  Department  will  not  have 
them. 

Question. —  Do  you  think  we  ought  to  make  a  proposition  to  do 
something  with  them  ? 
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Capt.  WoTHERSPOON. —  It  was  proposed  to  buy  or  exchange  a  strip 
of  Cherokee  land  in  North  Carolina,  near  Asheville,  in  the  high 
region,  with  valleys  and  slopes  suitable  for  cultivation,  with  abun- 
dance of  timber.  The  sale  of  the  timber  would  go  largely  toward 
furnishing  a  fund  for  building  the  houses  and  establishing  them  on 
small  farms.  My  idea  would  be  to  scatter  them  over  that  section, 
and  to  let  them  earn  their  own  living  independently.  The  farther  an 
Indian  gets  from  his  agent,  the  better  off  he  is.  I  would  have  only 
the  most  general  supervision  over  them.  For  instance,  I  would  have 
them  visited  once  a  month,  and  afterward  once  in  a  few  months; 
I  should  know  what  is  going  on  all  the  time  in  the  community,  but  I 
would  leave  them  to  work  out  their  own  salvation.  As  long  as  they 
think  I  am  providing  work  for  them  without  their  making  any  effort, 
they  are  going  to  kick  against  it.  That  is  only  human  nature.  You 
do  not  want  them  to  keep  coming  back  for  more  employment.  You 
do  not  want  them  to  get  again  under  the  government  umbrella,  to  be 
fed  and  clothed  by  the  government.  They  can  learn  to  take  care  of 
themselves.  A  year's  starvation  would  not  do  them  a  panicle  of  harm. 
They  are  industrious  and  can  work ;  and  they  will  work,  and  will 
make  a  living. 

Dr.  E.  E.  Hale. —  If  a  large  marketman  should  write  to  you  to 
send  a  man  and  his  wife  to  work  in  a  market-garden,  could  you  send 
them  ?     What  would  happen  to  you  ? 

Capt.  WoTHERSPOON. —  That  is  a  difficult  question. 

Dr.  Hale. —  If  you  put  an  advertisement  into  the  Garden  and  For- 
est that  you  could  send  such  people  to  work,  would  you  be  court-mar- 
tialed I 

Capt.  WoTHERSPOON. —  On  the  contrary,  I  sent  fifty  out;  and  they 
were  at  work  as  truck  farmers.  A  man  got  fifteen  and  a  woman 
eight  dollars  a  month,  and  the  government  still  clothed  and  fed  them. 
This  was  to  last  until  July  15,  afterwards  they  were  to  be  fed  by  their 
employers.  I  intended  them  to  purchase  their  own  clothing;  but, 
unfortunately,  our  Secretary  of  War  had  the  idea  of  making  Indian 
soldiers.  I  opposed  it,  because  I  said  that  it  was  no  solution  of  the 
problem.  The  question  is.  Are  these  women  and  their  children  and 
grandchildren  going  to  be  a  charge  upon  the  government?  You 
may  make  the  men  soldiers ;  but  you  do  not  get  rid  of  the  women 
and  children,  and  they  become  paupers.  The  men  were  enlisted; 
and  the  men  who  were  at  work  in  gardens  preferred  to  be  soldiers, 
and  came  back.  If  I  had  the  men  available  today,  I  should  make 
them  laborers  again. 

Question. —  Would  the  citizens  of  Arizona  oppose  any  such  move- 
ment ? 

Capt.  -WoTHERSPOON. —  Ycs :  when  I  was  there  last  year,  I  took 
thirty  Indians  wiih  me.  I  was  met  by  a  sheriff  on  the  border,  who 
had  his  pocket  full  of  warrants  for  the  Indians,  indicting  them  all  for 
murder ;  and  they  would  have  been  hanged  if  they  had  gone  back. 
I  don't  think  they  would  have  waited  for  the  process  of  trial. 

Question. —  Would  it  not  be  well  for  this  Conference  to  pass  a 
resolution  that  it  is  not  advisable  to  have  them  employed  as  soldiers  ? 

Capt.  WoTHERSPOON. —  I  havc  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  there 
is  a  strong  sentiment  against  employing  Indians  as  soldiers,  because 
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the  people  in  power  seem  afraid  to  use  them  where  they  would  have 
to  be  used. 

Dr.  Strieby. —  It  is  said  that  they  generally  make  good  soldiers. 

Capt.  WoTHERSPOON. —  My  Apaches  make  good  soldiers.-  They 
are  better  drilled  than  the  white  troops  and  more  obedient.  I  think 
that  is  the  rule  where  they  are  under  good  officers.  But  the  Indian 
ought  to  be  taught  to  labor  for  his  living  and  to  support  his  family, 
and  that  ought  to  be  the  end  of  his  education.  Teach  him  how  to 
labor,  and  let  him  labor;  and  then  root,  hog,  or  die. 

Question. —  Is  there  any  objection  to  them  on  the  part  of  farmers? 

Capt.  WoTHERSPOON. —  Not  at  all. 

Dr.  E.  E.  Hale. —  I  suppose  they  are  not  so  much  savages  as  the 
people  they  are  used  to.  Do  you  regard  the  Apaches  as  superior 
physically  ? 

Capt.  WOTHERSPOON. —  No :  physically  I  think  they  are  inferior, 
but  mentally  they  are  superior  to  the  average  Indian  tribes. 

Question. —  You  would  break  up  the  tribal  relation } 

Capt.  WoTHERSPOON. —  Ycs :  I  would  break  up  all  the  tribal  rela- 
tions. As  long  as  they  are  in  a  band  where  the  slow  and  stupid  keep 
back  the  energetic  and  industrious,  you  will  have  delay  in  their 
progress.  Those  who  are  mechanics  should  be  compelled  to  work 
at  their  trades.     Those  not  fitted  for  that  should  work  on  farms. 

Question. —  How  is  their  sense  of  soldierly  honor  ? 

Capt.  WoTHERSPOON. —  It  is  very  high.  They  are  very  proud  of 
their  profession,  and  honorable,  straightforward  men. 

Question. —  Could  there  be  any  objection  to  this  Conference 
saying,  in  a  resolution,  that,  while  these  Apaches  make  good  soldiers, 
that  is  not  the  solution  of  the  question  ? 

Capt.  WOTHERSPOON. —  I  am  ready  to  report  that  to  the  War  De- 
partment. 

President  Gates. — The  study  of  this  Indian  question  leads  con- 
stantly to  definite  results.  Some  of  us  remember  many  early  Con- 
ferences here,  when  Captain  Pratt  claimed  that  it  was  our  duty  to 
break  up  the  reservations,  and  a  great  many  sighed,  and  said  we  had 
no  right  to  break  these  sacred  ties.  The  trend  of  the  discussion  now 
is  that  these  people  should  go  out  and  stand  for  themselves. 

Mr.  Benjamin  S.  Coppock,  superintendent  of  the  Chilocco  School, 
Oklahoma  Territory,  was  asked  to  speak. 

Supt.  Coppock. — I  hardly  know  whether  the  Indian  or  the  white 
man  is  the  most  important  factor  that  we  have  in  our  work  in  Okla- 
homa. I  spent  a  few  hours  at  Niagara  on  my  way  here.  I  looked  at 
the  falls  from  above  and  then  from  below,  and  I  said,  "Power, 
power,  irresistible,  onflowing  power";  and  it  reminded  roe  of  the  con- 
dition of  things  in  Oklahoma.  You  have  read  of  the  opening  of  the 
Cherokee  outlet.  More  than  30,000  persons  registered  at  Booth  No. 
9  in  our  immediate  neighborhood.  For  days  and  nights,  in  the  worst 
weather  ever  known  in  that  country,  the  air  filled  with  fine  dust,  and 
very  hot  while  blowing  almost  a  gale,  a  hundred  thousand  persons 
were  waiting.  These  people  have  now  rushed  past  us,  and  are  in  and 
about  the  Cherokee  outlet  and  the  Indian  reservations.     They  have 
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been  pushing  against  our  line,  and  we  have  held  them  back  for  years ; 
but  now  they  are  upon  the  reservations,  and  it  is  impossible  longer  to 
consider  the  question  of  the  Indian  in  Oklahoma  without  considering 
this  new  phase  of  the  question  in  that  country,  this  on-rushing  power 
that,  like  Niagara,  no  one  is  able  to  check. 

A  majority  of  the  Indians  are  on  their  allotments ;  but  the  great 
question  is  how  to  keep  them  there  and  make  them  earn  their  own 
living, —  how  to  attach  them  to  the  piece  of  land,  how  to  endear  the 
land  to  them,  and  how  to  induce  them  to  adjust  their  ideas  and  re- 
lations in  every  way  to  the  new  conditions.  Practically,  as  I  say,  all 
the  Indians  in  the  Territory,  except  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes,  have 
allotted  land.  Most  of  them  have  sold  their  surplus  land.  Are  they 
ready  for  this  allotment  ?  Are  they  able  to  stand  against  this  press- 
ure about  them  ?  Are  they  gathering  from  civilization  the  ideas  and 
ideals  that  will  make  them  good  citizens  of  the  future  State  ?  Some 
of  them  are :  some  of  them  are  not.  Some  of  them  are  accustomed 
to  live  without  work ;  and,  if  there  is  any  way  of  doing  that,  they 
are  going  to  do  it.  Some  of  the  white  people  are  of  the  same  idea. 
A  good  number  of  Indians  are  on  their  own  land,  and  are  striving  to 
improve  it.  They  are  sending  their  children  to  school,  and  are  look- 
ing forward.     They  are  the  hope  of  the  Indian  of  the  future. 

There  are  two  elements  among  the  Indians :  Those  who  see  the 
golden  age  in  the  past,  and  who  delight  to  tell  to  their  children  and 
grandchildren  the  joys  of  their  own  childhood,  the  days  of  buffalo- 
hunting  and  wild  roaming.  And,  when  they  cannot  talk  of  the  buf- 
falo, they  talk  of  Indian  rites  and  dances.  They  are  constantly  turn- 
ing backward.  There  is  another  group  that  look  at  the  present  and 
into  the  future ;  and  those  are  the  ones  that  the  workers  for  the  Ind- 
ians should  work  with,  and  support  in  their  efforts,  gathering  in  their 
children  and  educating  them.  If  some  of  the  old  chiefs,  who  have 
lost  their  place  as  leaders,  and  are  no  longer  looked  up  to,  cannot  be 
trained  to  work,  they  will  drop  out;  and  the  next  generation  will  oc- 
cupy their  land,  fitted  to  work  and  compelled  to  work.  They  will 
find  that  the  comforts  and  conveniences  of  modern  civilization  are  on 
the  farms  round  them ;  and  they  will  want  them  also,  and  will  get 
them, —  many  of  them,  not  all.  Some  of  the  Indians  leave  their  al- 
lotments, and  get  together  and  spend  the  long  evenings  of  the  warm 
summer  along  the  creeks.  They  specially  enjoy  these  evening  gath- 
erings, where  they  can  tell  stories,  dance,  and  have  a  generally  good 
time.  That  is  one  of  the  discouraging  sides  of  the  question.  The 
influences  of  these  night  gatherings  are  bad  upon  all  of  them. 

Now  about  the  children :  we  have  a  number  of  children  from  the 
various  reservations  and  homes  of  Oklahoma.  Some  of  them  went 
home  last  summer.  A  few  of  them,  after  they  had  been  at  home  for 
a  while,  asked  to  come  back,  saying  they  did  not  like  it  at  home. 
They  were  allowed  to  come  back.  Some  who  were  excused  for  two 
months  came  back  in  two  weeks.  Others  would  have  come  but  for 
their  parents.  Some  while  at  home,  absolutely  refused  to  go 
to  any  of  these  night  orgies  and  Indian  dances.  They  kept  on 
their  school  clothes,  and  came  back  to  school  and  went  to  work,  and 
are  there  now.  Some  went  for  one  or  two  nights,  but  refused  to  put 
on  feathers   and  paint  or  to  dance.     Others   dropped   their  school 
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clothing,  took  camp  clothes,  and  became  Indians  in  paint  and 
feathers,  with  all  their  relations.  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  say  that  the 
proportion  of  that  class  was  less  this  year  than  last. 

In  connection  with  our  schools  we  have  thirteen  and  a  half  sec- 
tions of  the  best  land  in  the  Cherokee  strip,  abundance  of  water, 
many  springs.  There  is  no  lack  of  water  about  the  buildings.  We 
have  a  very  good  school  plant,  one  of  the  best,  though  not  the  larg- 
est. The  climate  is  good.  Our  conditions  of  health  and  cleanli- 
ness are  well  up  to  the  mark.  The  children  are  happy.  If  we  were 
granted  a  hospital,  I  should  ask  for  four  hundred  children :  without, 
I  have  had  two  hundred  and  fifty  this  year.  The  school  is  a  United 
States  government  school.  Everything  belongs  to  the  government 
We  have  twenty  three  or  four  tribes  represented.  We  plough  five  hun- 
dred and  fifty  acres.  A  boy  who  works  on  the  farm  knows  how  to 
plough,  to  harrow,  to  drill,  how  to  get  up  on  a  self-binder  and  run  it. 
Thanks  to  General  Morgan,  we  have  the  same  kind  of  civilized  instru- 
ments that  they  use  all  around  us.  We  put  a  boy  on  a  machine,  a 
self-binder,  in  the  morning,  and  we  keep  him  there  until  noon,  and 
put  him  to  school  in  the  afternoon.  We  keep  this  up  many  days. 
We  have  boys  now  who,  if  anything  goes  wrong  with  the  machine, 
can  put  it  in  order  themselves.  The  boys  like  this  work,  and  they 
sometimes  ask  to  ride  a  plough  instead  of  playing  base  ball.  We 
raised  five  thousand  bushels  of  oats,  as  many  bushels  of  corn,  over 
thirty-five  hundred  of  wheat  last  year;  and  every  acre  was  ploughed 
by  the  boys.  The  fact  is  our  boys  take  pride  in  their  work,  and  do 
not  like  to  have  any  one  surpass  us.  There  is  but  one  farmer  in  our 
neighborhood  that  ever  does ;  but  that  one  man  can  beat  us,  and  he 
does  it  every  year.  We  raised  about  two  thousand  bushels  of  pota- 
toes and  many  onions.  My  I  the  onions  they  eat !  We  have  started 
a  nursery,  the  first  in  the  Indian  Territory  that  we  know  of.  We 
have  of  two-year-old  trees  fifteen  thousand  apple,  fifteen  hundred 
plum,  and  twelve  thousand  grape-vines.  I  have  told  every  boy  and 
girl  that  they  must  have  trees  and  vines  on  their  land.  I  let  boys 
again  and  again  go  home  to  have  a  fence  put  round  a  bit  of  land  and 
have  the  land  broken,  so  that  a  large  number  of  our  older  boys  and 
girls  will  be  ready  this  fall  for  their  young  orchards.  That  is  one  of 
the  strongest  means  I  have  of  attaching  these  boys  and  girls  to  their 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  I  talk  a  great  deal  to  them  about 
home,  home,  home.  ^ 

Question. —  Have  any  allotments  been  made  to  the  Comanches  ? 

Mr.  CoppocK. —  I  think  not.  The  Kiowas  have  taken  some  land. 
I  think  the  allotments  have  been  pushed  on  some  of  the  Indians  be- 
fore they  were  ready,  not  for  the  sake  of  the  Indian,  but  for  the  sake 
of  the  white  man,  who  wants  the  land. 

Mr.  Smiley. —  Do  you  give  these  trees  away,  or  do  you  sell  them? 

Mr.  CoppocK. —  We  issue  them. 

Dr.  E.  E.  Hale. —  You  speak  of  twenty  four  or  five  tribes.  Is  any 
one  of  those  tribes  stronger  physically  than  the  other  ? 

Mr.  CoppocK. —  I  have  noticed  rather  the  weakness  than  the 
strength.     I  think  the  Pawnees  are  the  least  strong. 

Mr.  H.  O.  Houghton. —  Do  you  put  any  of  these  children  out  in 
families,  or  do  you  keep  them  in  the  school  ? 
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Mr.  CoppocK. —  We  have  not  put  them  out  into  any  white  families 
for  several  reasons.  We  have  plenty  of  room  in  the  school  for  the 
employment  of  all  the  children  that  we  have. 

Dr.  Strieby. —  What  becomes  of  them  when  they  go  out  ? 

Mr.  CoPPOCK. —  We  expect  to  have  them  go  to  their  own  homes. 
Each  one  is  entitled  to  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  We  have  not 
yet  graduated  any  of  them.  We  are  young.  We  expect  to  let  about 
eighteen  go  out  this  year.  The  school  was  opened  in  1884,  but  I  was 
the  sixth  superintendent  in  six  years.  You  know  the  rest  of  the 
story. 

Gen.  Morgan. —  Mr.  Coppock  has  not  only  one  of  the  finest  edu- 
cational plants,  but  one  of  the  best  schools ;  and  I  am  indebted  to 
Captain  Pratt  for  recommending  him  to  me.  We  needed  just  the 
man  he  has  proved  to  be.  Captain  Wotherspoon  has  suggested  that 
the  Indian  should  have  such  an  education  as  will  fit  him  to  compete 
with  his  environment.  Mr.  Coppock  has  spoken  of  the  use  of  the 
machinery.  When  I  took  charge  of  the  Indian  Office,  I  found  that  by 
the  ruling  of  a  former  Secretary  of  the  Interior  Indian  industrial  edu- 
cation was  to  be  confined  to  the  use  of  rudimentary  implements.  No 
improved  machinery  was  to  be  used.  The  boys  were  to  use  sickles 
and  scythes,  and  they  were  to  confine  themselves  to  manual  labor. 
There  were  to  be  no  washing-machines  even.  The  theory  was  that 
the  Indians  would  never  have  occasion  to  use  machinery  on  the  res- 
ervations, and  must  be  taught  at  school  to  use  only  those  things  that 
would  be  required  in  their  own  homes.  I  found,  too,  that  the  idea 
was  that  there  must  be  nothing  in  the  way  of  improved  stock.  We 
must  buy  cheap  cows  and  cheap  horses.  There  were  to  be  no  im- 
proved animals.  One  of  the  hardest  fights  I  had  was  to  overcome 
that  idea.  It  seemed  to  me  that  it  was  better  they  should  be  edu- 
cated with  the  idea  that  they  were  to  live  in  touch  with  the  nineteenth, 
and  not  the  sixteenth  century.  We  had  a  struggle,  but  we  received 
machinery  for  Chilocco.  When  the  Indians  saw  that  their  boys  were 
using  machinery,  they  insisted  on  having  machinery  themselves ;  and 
one  tribe  sent  a  request  by  the  agent  to  be  allowed  to  purchase  mod- 
ern machinery  with  their  own  money. 

It  was  approved  by  me ;  but  I  was  overruled  by  the  Secretary,  and 
I  was  told  that  they  were  not  to  work  with  machinery.  In  the  matter 
of  improved  stock,  you  might  now  go  through  the  whole  of  Oklahoma, 
and  not  find  finer  horses,  mules,  and  cows  than  at  Chilocco.  I  think 
Captain  Pratt  will  tell  you  it  would  be  hard  to  find  as  fine  a  herd  of 
cattle  as  he  has.  To  overcome  the  conservatism  of  custom  in  former 
rulings  in  the  Secretary's  office,  and  to  be  allowed  to  bring  the  Ind- 
ians up  on  to  the  plane  where  the  boys  are  to  be  educated  in  touch 
with  the  nineteenth  century,  and  to  use  the  machinery  of  this  century, 
was  no  easy  matter. 

Mrs.  A.  S.  Quinton  was  asked  to  speak  of  the  Piegans. 

Mrs.  A.  S.  Quinton. —  My  visit  to  the  Piegans  of  Montana  was 
in  July  last.  They  have  had  a  pathetic  stor}',  but  are  now  making 
progress  in  civilization.     Little  less  than  ten  years  ago  six  hundred 
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of  these  people  died  of  starvation,  the  same  year  that  wheat  and  corn 
were  so  plentiful  that  they  were  burned  for  fuel  in  the  North-west. 
Three  years  ago  Major  George  Steele  was  appointed  their  agent,  an 
honest,  sensible,  and  practical  man.  They  were  then  huddled  about 
the  old  agency  quarters,  gaming  and  smoking.  Major  Steele  scat- 
tered them,  putting  them  on  allotments  of  land  temporarily,  and 
inspired  them  to  work.  They  have  begun  farming  on  a  small 
scale,  and  only  on  a  small  scale,  because  it  is  a  region  which 
has  frost  nearly  every  month  of  the  year,  and  so  must  be  a  stock 
country.  They  have  log  houses,  which  are  comfortable  as  com- 
pared with  their  old  huts,  and  have  made  a  beginning  in  stock- 
raising,  and  are  now  willing  that  their  children  shall  be  in  school. 
I  was  astonished  to  find  them  so  cheerful,  after  their  many  wrongs 
and  oppressions,  and  after  hearing  them  represented  in  old  re- 
ports as  a  sullen  and  sad  people,  as  they  had  had  every  reason 
to  be.  You  remember  the  occasion  when  one  of  their  Indian 
villages  was  '*  wiped  out."  It  was  said  that  some  of  the  band  had 
been  on  the  war-path.  The  soldiers  slaughtered  in  consequence  173, 
according  to  the  printed  reports,  90  of  them  women,  and  50  being 
children  under  twelve  years  of  age ;  and,  when  it  was  all  over,  it  was 
found  that  the  wrong  band  had  been  slain,  and  that  the  real  ma- 
rauders had  been  Indians  from  Canada.  It  is  not  surprising  that 
these  Indians  do  not  care  for  the  white  man,  and  were  slow  to  adopt 
his  way  of  life. 

Major  Steele  has  had  marked  success  with  them.  Their  Indian 
police  force  of  nineteen  has  been  under  his  wise  leading.  They 
have  been  active  only  during  his  incumbency.  Some  of  the  children 
on  one  occasion  were  by  their  father  kept  from  school ;  and  the 
Indian  judges  were  called  in  by  the  agent,  who  said,  "Tell  me  what 
you  think  is  best  to  do  in  this  case?"  And  the  Indian  judges  of 
their  own  accord  gave  thirty  days'  imprisonment  to  this  father,  and 
it  was  effectual.  Children  do  not  play  truant  there  now.  I  was  with 
them  on  the  Fourth  of  July,  when  the  school  had  its  celebration.  I 
found  it  a  capital  school.  The  children  not  only  recited,  but  they 
thought ;  and  all  spoke  English.  Their  exhibition  was  most  credit- 
able, with  their  orations,  songs,  and  flag  drill,  and  its  intricate  evolu- 
tions. They  did  as  well  as  any  school  of  the  same  advancement  that 
I  have  ever  seen.  This  first  Fourth  of  July  celebration  of  these 
Indians  closed  with  fireworks  which  could  be  seen  afar  in  that  coun- 
try where  only  grass  and  sky  are  visible  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach. 
On  the  whole,  the  occasion  was  an  inspiration  and  a  joy.  The  chil- 
dren recited  many  patriotic  things.  It  was  interesting  to  think  what 
their  thoughts  must  be.  Their  religious  training  is  well  looked  after. 
It  was  one  of  the  glad  surprises  to  find  things  in  as  good  condition  as 
they  are.  Our  Brooklyn  Auxiliary  has  opened  a  mission  among  them. 
It  has  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land ;  and  the  workers  are 
an  experienced  Methodist  missionary  and  his  wife,  who  had  had  pre- 
vious mission  work,  and  the  missionary  knows  how  to  build  and  plant 
and  plough  as  well  as  how  to  teach  Christian  truths.  The  Indians 
are  pleased  to  have  them  there,  and  are  fond  of  coming  to  visit  them, 
and  now  have  the  privilege  of  conversation  through  the  interpreter 
engaged  for  constant  work  at  the  mission ;  and,  though  all  this  work 
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is  but  at  the  beginning,  it  is  promising.  When  the  Indians  heard 
that  Agent  Steele  was  likely  to  be  removed  by  the  change  of  admin- 
istration, they  were  greatly  anxious,  and  sent  a  petition  to  Washing- 
ton for  his  retention,  though  he  had  disapproved  and  forbidden  this. 
He  was  the  man  who  had  done  nearly  all  for  them  that  had  been 
worthily  done,  and  they  begged  that  he  might  stay  among  them.  No 
one  could  see  need  of  change.  But  it  was  politics;  and  so  a  new 
agent  was  appointed,  though  whites  as  well  as  Indians  desired  Major 
Steele  to  stay.  Our  Women's  Indian  Association  had  also  sent  let- 
ters to  Washmgton,  asking  this.  He  had  the  confidence  of  Indians, 
had  inspired  them  to  work ;  and,  though  at  first  they  dibliked  his  in- 
sistence on  industry  and  the  school,  they  had  come  to  see  the  good 
of  boih. 

You  have  here  heard  the  phrase  "  sodden  masses.''  These  Indians 
had  been  stolid,  sullen,  broken-hearted ;  but  they  are  as  human  as  any 
men,  women,  and  children.  You  hear  that  Indian  degradation  is  in 
the  blood.  But  there  is  another  blood  that  we  believe  in, —  the  "liv- 
ing blood,"  the  life,  the  power,  of  Christianity ;  and  this  is  as  power 
ful  in  Indian  hearts  and  heads  as  in  our  own.  We  cannot  expect 
the  same  industrial  fruitage  in  the  first  generation  with  them  as  in  a 
single  generation  with  our  own  race  ;  nor  should  we  expect  the  same 
social  or  moral  progress.  It  is  absurd  to  expect  it.  But  Christly. 
principles  take  hold  on  them  and  mould  them.  I  never  saw  more  ex- 
pressive faces  or  more  genuine  feeling  than  I  saw  in  the  case  of  some 
of  these  Piegans  who  are  now  but  at  the  real  beginning  of  life.  The 
little  children  were  as  bright  as  possible.  There  is  a  difference 
among  them  in  ability  of  course,  but  I  never  saw  brighter  ones  than 
some  of  the  best.  These  have  already  made  remarkable  progress, 
and  are  eager  to  go  forward. 

The  new  agent.  Captain  Cooke,  is  well  spoken  of.  He  will  prob- 
ably go  quite  fast  enough.  Indian  work  requires  great  patience,  and 
it  ^ill  not  do  suddenly  to  require  of  those  who  are  but  children  in 
civilized  industries  the  full  work  of  men.  But  ideals  of  Christianity 
do  apply  to  all  races,  and  do  take  hold  on  them ;  and  this  is  the 
glory  of  it.  If  anyhing  is  borne  in  on  the  hearts  of  the  women  who 
study  this  Indian  question,  it  is  that  Christianity  is  meant  for  this 
life.  It  is  to  apply  to  all  the  needs  of  every  day.  If  it  will  not 
touch  the  Indian  question  and  meet  all  its  demands,  it  is  not  what 
we  need.  Alttiough  fifteen  years  in  Indian  work,  I  am  every  day 
more  and  more  impressed  with  the  results  of  the  simple  application 
of  Christian  principles  to  the  management  of  Indian  affairs.  The 
Indian  question  is  not  the  difficult  thing  it  is  thought  to  be. 

Our  ideals  must  meet  practical  needs.  As  fast  and  as  far  as 
Christian  ideas  are  applied,  success  comes.  The  great  success  that 
General  Morgan  brought  into  the  school  system  came  from  Christian 
ideals  praciiciilly  applied.  I  believe  that  the  other  great  needs  of 
the  Indian  question  can  be  met  in  the  same  way,  and  I  believe  we 
ought  to  get  the  Indian  out  of  politics.  That  is  the  first  and  the 
greatest  need  of  the  present  situation.  It  can  be  done.  I  do  not 
believe  that  it  can  be  done  by  a  fiat.  But  the  Dawes  Bill  by  hard 
work  became  the  law  of  the  land  years  before  we  expected  it;  and  so 
I  believe  the  Indian  can  be  put  out  of  politics,  out  of  the  grind  of  the 
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wheel,  and  that  this  complaint,  waste,  and  delay  of  final  success 
which  comes  every  four  years  can  be  thoroughly  met  by  pressure  on 
the  right  men,  by  pressure  from  constituencies  on  those  who  are  re- 
sponsible. 

President  Gates. —  These  are  the  words  of  a  true-hearted  woman. 
But  some  one  will  say  the  heart  goes  a  little  too  fast  in  women  ;  the 
head  does  not  act  so  quickly.  If  this  estimate  of  what  Christianity 
can  do  is  too  sanguine,  let  us  go  to  one  of  the  oldest  and  wisest 
heads  in  Europe.  Gladstone  says:  "Talk  about  the  questions  of 
the  day !  There  is  only  one  question  of  the  day,  and  that  is  the 
practical  application  of  the  truth  and  life  of  Jesus  Christ  to  individ- 
uals one  by  one." 

Mr.  Herbert  Welsh. —  One  point  in  confirmation  of  what  Mrs. 
Quinton  has  said :  Mr.  G.  B.  Grinnell  wrote  to  me,  giving  me  just 
the  same  characterization  of  Major  Steele  which  Mrs.  Quinton  has 
given,  saying  that,  while  he  heartily  approved  of  the  army  officers 
under  certain  conditions,  he  thought  no  man  ought  to  take  Major 
Steele's  place.  I  wrote  at  once  to  Commissioner  Browning  to  see  if 
he  might  not  be  retained  on  the  simple  ground  that  his  work  was  of 
the  utmost  value.  He  replied  that  there  was  no  charge  against 
Major  Steele,  but  that  the  President  had  deemed  it  almost  manda- 
tory under  the  law  to  appoint  army  officers  as  Indian  agents.  To 
which  I  replied  that  the  Democrats  had  taken  the  place  ot  Republi- 
cans. 

It  ought  to  be  said  of  the  army  officer  who  has  taken  his  place 
that  he  has  asked  to  have  Major  Steele  retained,  and  that  he  himself 
might  be  released.  Our  Association  has  applied  to  several  Demo- 
crats who  might  be  supposed  to  have  influence  with  the  Indian  Of- 
fice, asking  for  the  retention  of  Major  Steele.  If  this  Conference 
could  indorse  this  application,  it  would  bring  its  influence  in  favor  of 
the  retention  of  the  excellent  man,  and  would  bring  the  important 
principle  involved  out  into  the  clear  light  of  day. 

Mr.  Garrett. —  Captain  Cook  asked  to  have  Major  Steele  re- 
tained, because  on  going  there  he  found  his  work  so  excellent  that 
he  thought  he  ought  to  be  allowed  to  continue  it. 

Mr.  Meserve,  Lawrence,  Kan.,  superintendent  of  Haskell  Insti- 
tute, was  asked  to  speak. 

Mr.  Meserve. —  Haskell  Institute  was  established  in  1884.  It 
was  named  for  D.  C.  Haskell,  of  Kansas,  chairman  of  the  House 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  a  very  noble  man,  who  has  left  his 
mark.  The  plant  is  worth  about  a  quarter  of  a  million  dollars. 
There  are  something  over  twenty  buildings,  with  650  acres  of  land. 
While  we  have  a  good  farm,  we  make  a  specialty  of  the  trades. 
Nearly  all  of  the  land  is  cultivated.  We  cut  over  three  hundred  tons 
of  hay,  raise  more  than  five  hundred  bushels  of  sweet  potatoes,  and 
even  more  Irish  potatoes,  as  well  as  three  hundred  bushels  of  onions, 
of  which  Indians  are  exceedingly  fond.  Nearly  everything  in  the 
vegetable  line  that  we  use  we  raise  in  large  quantities,  and  some- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


23 

times  more  than  we  can  use;  but  we  sell  the  surplus  at  a  good 
market  price.  We  have  at  least  a  hundred  head  of  swine,  one  hun- 
dred of  cattle,  and  twenty  horses  and  mules.  While  the  institution  is 
not  and  never  can  be  self-supporting,  the  farm  products  have  mate- 
rially lessened  the  running  expenses.  The  price  of  wheat  has 
been  very  low,  so  low  that  we  have  fed  it  to  the  swine ;  and  I  am 
sure  that  it  has  brought  us  in  that  way  at  least  seventy-five  cents  a 
bushel. 

I  must  thank  General  Morgan  for  the  opportunity  to  improve  the 
farm  herd.  I  believe  we  have  the  best  herd  of  Jerseys  in  the  Indian 
service.  I  received  authority  to  purchase  $500  worth  of  Jersey  cows, 
not  exceeding  $40  each.  A  word  in  regard  to  Indians  and  milk.  I 
found  the  children  did  not  like  it  at  first ;  but  I  kept  it  before  them, 
and  they  have  learned  to  like  it,  and  now  we  can  hardly  get  enough. 

With  reference  to  the  trades,  nearly  everything  that  is  necessary  in 
a  thriving  community  we  can  do,  with  the  exception  of  wiping  a  lead 
joint.     That  is  the  only  thing  that  we  have  to  send  outside  for. 

Question. —  Can  your  boys  make  up  a  plumber's  bill  ? 

Mr.  Meserve. —  We  have  boys  who  can  correct  such  a  bill  after 
it  is  made  up.  Some  time  ago  in  the  winter  we  had  a  very  serious 
break  in  our  large  steam  main.  I  set  the  engineer  and  boys  at  work. 
I  had  luncheon  served  to  them  before  midnight,  at  midnight,  and 
after  midnight ;  and,  when  five  o'clock  came,  the  boys  were  firing  up 
the  boilers,  and  very  few  of  the  employees  knew  anything  about  the 
danger  we  had  passed  through  until  it  was  all  over.  This  work  was 
done  almost  wholly  by  the  Indian  boys.  If  the  sudden  change  in 
weather  that  we  feared  had  come,  it  might  have  cost  us  a  thousand 
dollars  or  more  to  repair  the  damage  done  by  freezing. 

We  have  a  fine  wagon-shop,  180  feet  long  and  60  feet  wide.  It  is 
divided  into  three  rooms,  each  60  feet  long.  The  wood-work  is  done 
in  one.  Captain  Wotherspoon  was  speaking  about  the  ability  of  the 
Apaches.  We  have  thirty-five  different  tribes  represented,  and  among 
them  some  very  bright  Apaches.  There  is  one  who  is  called  John  J. 
Ingalls.  This  boy  the  first  day  he  appeared  was  taken  by  Mr. 
Bunker,  a  good  Christian  as  well  as  a  good  workman,  and  showed 
how  to  make  the  pole  of  a  wagon.  That  pole  stands  in  the  comer  of 
the  shop  to-day.  That  boy  can  do  now  almost  anything  in  the  shop. 
In  the  next  room  the  blacksmith-work  is  done,  horses  and  mules 
shod,  etc.  Beyond  is  the  paint  shop,  where  you  find  the  finished 
wagon  nicely  painted  and  varnished.  Those  of  you  who  have  been 
at  the  World's  Fair  may  have  seen  some  of  the  work  from  our  shops. 
What  does  this  amount  to,  as  looked  at  from  the  standpoint  of  dollars 
and  cents  ?  About  three  weeks  ago  I  shipped  fifty  wagons  made  in 
less  than  a  year.  They  brought  us  two  thousand  dollars.  The  work 
was  done  under  the  direction  of  the  wheelwright,  blacksmith,  and 
painter.  We  manufacture  everything  that  we  need  except  stockings 
and  overcoats.  We  have  a  tailor  shop  presided  over  by  an  Indian. 
Three  years  ago  I  was  up  in  Michigan  for  Indian  pupils.  There  I 
found  twenty,  and  among  them  were  Robert  D.  Agosa  and  Simon 
Red  Bird.  Robert  had  worked  previously  in  a  lumber  camp.  He 
knew  nothing  of  any  other  life.  He  could  just  barely  write  his  name. 
I  found  that  he  was  a  young  man  of  good  habits.     When  Robert  had 
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been  with  us  for  two  years,  my  white  tailor  left.  I  asked  if  he  knew 
of  any  good  man  to  take  his  place.  He  said,  "  Robert  will  fill  the 
bill."  I  said  :  "  Do  you  really  think  it  will  be  safe  ?  He  must  man- 
age the  girls  in  the  shop,  account  for  the  proper  issue  of  clothing, 
sign  papers,  etc.  Will  he  be  equal  to  that?"  He  said,  "He  will 
if  I  give  him  one  or  two  points  about  cutting."  And  Robert  did  it, 
and  is  doing  it  now,  and  is  going  to  keep  on  doing  it. 

Our  attendance  for  the  last  year  was  535,  from  about  thirty- 
five  different  tribes,  scattered  through  the  Indian  Territory,  Wis- 
consin, Michigan,  South  Dakota,  Nebraska,  Kansas,  Arizona,  New 
Mexico,  and  Utah.  It  is  a  boarding-school.  The  enrolment  for  the 
year  was  something  over  600.  During  the  summer  vacation  I  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  Commissioner  Browning:,  saying  that  he  wished 
I  would  obtain  all  my  new  pupils  from  Kansas,  Oklahoma,  and 
the  Indian  Territory.  I  read  that  letter  over,  and  my  first  temptation 
was  to  write  my  resignation.  I  felt  it  would  be  impossible  to  keep 
up  the  standards  of  the  school  if  I  were  confined  to  the  State  of 
Kansas  and  the  two  Indian  Territories.  However,  I  made  up  my 
mind  that  I  would  let  the  Commissioner  know  that  I  would  do  my 
best  to  fill  up  the  school  from  the  territory  which  he  named.  I  have 
been  out  soliciting  pupils.  I  have  always  felt  that  the  superintendent 
had  all  that  he  could  do  at  home ;  but  I  wished  to  render  all  the  sup- 
port I  could  to  the  Commissioner,  and  accordingly,  during  the  last 
two  months,  I  have  spent  four  weeks  soliciting  pupils  among  the 
lowas,  the  Sac  and  Fox,  the  Kickapoos,  Pottawatomies,  and  other 
tribes.  I  find  there  is  a  strong  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  parents 
against  sending  children  to  the  no n- reservation  schools.  1  was,  how- 
ever, successful,  and  got  a  party  of  twenty-five  at  one  time  and  five  or 
six  at  another,  so  that  the  result  is  not  as  small  as  I  apprehended  it 
might  be. 

You  may  want  to  know  about  some  of  my  experiences.  I  was  told 
of  a  Kickapoo  boy  of  eighteen  who  could  neither  read  nor  write,  nor 
do  any  work.  I  said.  If  that  boy  is  to  be  saved,  he  is  to  be  saved 
very  soon.  His  mother  was  a  widow,  and  she  was  away.  I  got  a 
policeman  to  look  him  up.  He  wanted  to  come  to  school,  and  said 
he  would  be  ready  at  six  o'clock  the  next  morning.  I  went  with  the 
policeman  to  his  house,  but  the  boy  said  he  could  not  go.  I  asked 
why.  "Talk  with  my  grandfather,"  he  said.  I  talked  with  him. 
He  was  one  of  the  non-progressive  Kickapoos,  and  Kickapoos  are 
very  non-progressive.  The  sum  and  substance  of  it  was  this :  If  you 
go  to  Haskell  Institute,  they  will  put  a  uniform  on  you  and  make  a 
soldier  of  you ;  and,  when  the  next  war  comes,  they  will  put  you  into 
that  war,  and  you  will  get  shot.  Of  course,  it  was  a  story  manufac- 
tured for  the  occasion,  to  keep  the  boy  at  home.  What  could  I  do  ? 
I  said  to  myself.  Suppose  I  were  a  boy  and  somebody  came  and 
wanted  me  to  go  away  to  school,  and  my  grandfather  should  say  that 
I  would  be  killed  if  I  went,  of  course  I  should  not  go.  The  boy  did 
not  go. 

I  spent  an  afternoon  with  an  Indian  agent  in  Oklahoma.  I  do 
not  believe,  as  a  rule,  in  putting  the  military  in  control  of  Indian 
agencies;  but,  if  they  are  there  and  doing  good  work,  it  is  only  just  to 
say  so.     I  spent  an  afternoon  with  Captain  Woodson,  and  I  have 
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rarely  known  an  Indian  agent  who  is  trying  to  do  so  much  for  the 
Indians.  If  a  child  of  five  or  six  came  in,  he  would  ask  questions 
like  this:  "Are  you  in  school?"  "Yes."  "Where?"  "Chey- 
enne." "  Is  that  boy  in  school  ? "  "  Yes."  "  Where  ? "  etc.  By  and 
by  there  came  up  a  family  of  several.  A  boy  about  ten  years  of  age 
was  among  them.  One  could  see  he  was  the  pet  of  the  family  by  the 
way  he  was  decked  out  with  unusual  trinkets.  "Is  that  boy  in 
school?"  the  agent  asked.  "No,  sir."  "Why  not?"  "He  has 
not  very  good  sense,  his  eyes  are  not  straight."  "  I  think  you  ought 
to  send  him,  and  give  him  a  trial,"  said  the  agent.  The  Indian^s 
reply  made  one  think  of  the  great  humorist  who  was  always  ready  to 
sacrifice  upon  his  country's  altar  his  wife's  relatives.  Said  the  Ind- 
ian, "  No,  I  have  not  sent  him  to  school ;  but  I  always  send  my  rela- 
tives' children  to  school,"  as  though  that  covered  a  multitude  of  sins. 

Last  Friday  night  we  had  a  unique  entertainment  given  by  the 
Indian  boys  and  girls  who  had  been  at  the  World's  Fair.  Half  of 
them  read  essays  and  compositions  upon  their  experiences  at  the 
White  City.  They  also  brought  in  some  features  of  the  Midway 
Plaisance  which  I  did  not  especially  object  to.  They  had  a  reed 
band,  and  the  "  bum-bum  "  man  was  reproduced  in  a  strikingly  real- 
istic manner.  The  one  thing  that  interested  me  most  in  their  compo- 
sitions was  this, —  nearly  every  one  of  them  made  a  statement  to  this 
effect :  "  One  thing  I  did  not  like  :  it  seemed  as  though  every  white 
man  and  every  white  woman  must  come  to  me  and  say,  'Can  you 
speak  English?'" 

In  regard  to  allotting  land,  I  think  our  agents  ought  to  be  selected 
with  a  great  deal  of  care.  How  they  have  been  in  the  past  I  do  not 
know.  An  allotting  agent  must  be  able  to  do  something  besides 
survey  the  land  and  make  out  the  papers.  He  must  be  a  man 
or  a  woman  with  a  big  heart  as  well  as  a  good  big  head.  One  agent 
with  a  big  head  and  heart  conquered  the  most  unprogressive  man  in 
his  tribe.  When  the  agent  came,  this  Indian  threatened  to  kill  him  ; 
but  the  agent  was  not  easily  scared.  This  Indian  would  come  and 
advise  the  Indians  not  to  have  their  land  allotted.  He  did  all  in  his 
power  to  hinder  the  agent.  The  troublesome  Indiati  was  living  on  a 
nice  piece  of  land  along  a  creek  where  it  is  very  rich.  He  had  a 
house  and  fruit-trees,  and  had  made  quite  a  start;  but  he  wanted 
everything  to  be  in  common.  He  wanted  the  Indians  to  continue  to 
live  in  a  community,  and  receive  rations  from  the  government.  The 
great  trouble  has  been  this  giving,  giving,  giving  to  the  Indians. 

What  would  degrade  a  white  man  more  than  to  be  always  receiv- 
ing and  never  giving  ?  One  rainy  day  the  agent  went  out  into  the 
place  of  this  non-progressive  Indian,  and  found  him  away  from  home. 
He  began  to  run  lines  and  drive  stakes  in  such  a  way  that  it  cut  up 
his  land  into  three  different  allotments.  The  next  day  the  Indian 
came  home,  and  was  very  angry.  He  thought  the  matter  over,  and  in 
the  morning  came  down  to  see  the  agent,  and  said,  "  You  have  been 
taking  away  my  farm."  The  agent  said  he  was  running  some  lines. 
"  I  wish  you  would  change  them,"  said  the  Indian,  "  so  that  the  lines 
would  take  in  my  allotment."  The  agent's  shrewdness  gained  the 
day.  Just  as  fast  as  the  Indians  can  be  made  ready  for  it,  their  land 
should  be  allotted,  rations  should  be  stopped,  and  the  government 
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should  make  a  final  cash  settlement.  Then,  with  his  land  inalienable 
for  a  quarter  of  a  century  and  thrown  upon  his  own  resources,  he 
must  either  work  or  starve. 

Dr.  Strieby. —  What  about  the  health  of  the  Indian  pupils? 

Mr.  Meserve. —  Last  year,  out  of  662  enrolled  students,  we  had 
five  deaths.  The  year  before  there  were  four  deaths.  As  sanitary 
conditions  and  the  quality  of  their  food  improve,  the  death-rate 
lessens.  The  Pawnees  and  Modocs  have  the  highest  death-rate,  and 
ihe  Sioux  the  lowest. 

Question. —  Is  the  death-rate  reduced  by  sending  home  the  incur- 
able ones  ? 

Mr.  Meserve. —  We  send  home  those  incurably  ill,  for  the  parents 
always  request  it. 

Question. —  Are  the  children  paid  anything  for  their  work  ? 

Mr.  Meserve. —  By  authority  granted  in  1887,  we  are  allowed  to 
pay  from  four  to  twenty-four  cents  a  day.  They  work  half  a  day,  and 
are  in  school  half  a  day.  The  sum  specified  is  for  a  whole  day's 
work. 

Question. — What  is  done  with  their  money^ 

Mr.  Meserve. —  They  control  it  themselves.  When  we  distribute 
$350  a  month  among  five  hundred  children,  it  is  a  very  small  sum  to 
each  one.  It  goes  as  spending  money.  It  depends  on  the  child. 
The  boys  buy  peanuts  and  gum  and  watermelons,  and  the  girls  buy 
neckties  and  yellow  ribbons.  They  spend  it  much  as  white  children 
would. 
.  Question. —  Are  they  taught  to  take  care  of  their  money  in  banks  ? 

Mr.  Meserve. —  No,  except  those  on  the  outing  system  ;  but  econ- 
omy and  wise  expenditure  are  the  strings  we  are  harping  on  all  the 
time. 

Question. —  What  is  your  method  for  outing  ? 

Mr.  Meserve. —  I  have  not  found  the  outing  system  as  successful 
as  I  had  hoped.  If  I  were  asked  to  give  my  experiences  in  a  word, 
I  should  say  th^t  there  has  not  been  enough  of  the  feeling  that  the 
Indians  are  human  beings  and  are  capable  of  being  civilized.  There 
has  not  been  enough  personal  interest  taken  in  them. 

Question. —  Is  the  tendency  of  the  school  toward  returning  the 
children  to  their  tribes  or  to  distribute  them  in  the  community  ? 

Mr.  Meserve. — The  pull  from  the  reservation  is  so  strong  that  I 
cannot  resist  it.  Even  when  I  have  had  children  on  the  outing  sys- 
tem, they  have  gone  home  at  the  request  of  their  parents. 

Mr.  Smiley. —  I  have  been  greatly  interested  in  the  training  of 
the  different  men  in  the  different  departments  of  labor,  but  am  sorry 
to  hear  Mr.  Meserve  has  been  unsuccessful  in  the  plumbing  business. 
We  make  our  own  carpenters,  masons,  cooks,  etc.,  here.  We  do  not 
go  outside  for  help.  We  paid  out  thousands  of  dollars,  and  got  very 
poor  plumbing ;  and  I  made  up  my  mind  that  should  stop.  I  said  to  a 
good  man,  "  I  will  give  you  all  the  lead  pipe  you  need ;  and,  if  it  takes 
you  a  month,  work  until  you  can  wipe  a  joint."  At  the  end  of  two 
weeks  he  could  wipe  a  good  joint,  and  we  have  now  as  fine  plumbing 
as  wet  could  ask. 

Gen.  Morgan. —  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  copy  of  the  Springfield  J^e- 
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publican^  giving  an  account  of  the  first  meeting  of  the  Reform  Club,  in 
which  Mr.  Josiah  Quincy  states  that  he  had  gone  to  Washington  be- 
lieving in  the  theory  of  civil  service,  but  that  his  experience  there  in 
public  life  had  entirely  changed  his  views ;  that  it  is  a  pretty  theory, 
but  to  carry  it  out  in  practice  would  disrupt  the  party  in  power. 

In  July,  1889,  the  position  of  superintendent  in  the  great  govern- 
ment school  at  Lawrence,  Kan.,  was  vacant.  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Win- 
ship,  of  Boston,  and  asked  him  for  a  competent  man  for  the  place. 
He  telegraphed  me  that  he  knew  just  the  man.  That  was  the  first 
time  I  had  ever  heard  of  Mr.  Meserve.  On  the  recommendation  of 
Mr.  Winship  I  telegraphed  to  Mr.  Meserve,  asking  him  to  come  to 
Washington.  One  of  the  first  questions  he  asked  was,  "  Is  it  a  politi- 
cal position  ? "  He  wanted  to  know  if  there  was  a  possibility  of  his 
"  losing  his  official  head  "  on  the  change  of  administration.  He  said 
he  did  not  care  to  embark  in  politics ;  but  he  was  appointed,  and 
decided  to  take  his  risks.  Afterward  Senator  Ingalls  came  to  me, 
and  said,  "  My  re-election  is  pending,  and  I  want  you  to  appoint  a 
political  friend  of  mine  superintendent  of  the  school  at  Lawrence." 
I  ^aid  I  would  like  to  oblige  him,  but  I  had  selected  a  school  man 
for  the  place,  and  was  not  at  liberty  to  dismiss  him.  He  insisted 
with  all  his  persuasiveness  for  an  hour.  Among  other  reasons  that 
he  gave  was  that  Mr.  Meserve  was  an  unknown  man,  who  had  been 
imported  from  Massachusetts.  If  men  from  Massachusetts  had  never 
gone  to  Kansas,  where  would  Kansas  have  been  ?  Mr.  Ingalls  then 
went  to  the  President,  and  said,  in  substance,  that  the  Commissioner 
had  declined  to  make  an  appointment  that  he  had  asked  for.  The  % 
President  listened  patiently.  He  told  the  senator  that  the  school  in 
Kansas  did  not  belong  to  politics  nor  to  Kansas  ;  that  it  was  a  part 
of  the  government  school  system ;  that  the  Commissioner  had  done 
about  right,  and  that  he  could  not  interfere.  And  so  Mr.  Meserve 
remains.  Mr.  Ingalls  was  acting  Vice-President  of  the  United  States. 
He  failed  to  convince  me,  and  he  failed  to  convince  the  President. 
But  he  had  his  sweet  revenge.  My  good  friend.  Senator  Dawes, 
moved  to  make  the  salary  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs 
$5,000  per  year,  to  be  on  a  par  with  the  other  commissioners.  Sena- 
tor Ingalls  went  around  among  his  personal  friends  "  log-rolling,"  and 
defeated  the  attempt.  So  I  paid  a  thousand  dollars  a  year  for  the 
privilege  of  having  Mr.  Meserve  at  the  head  of  the  school  at  Law- 
rence. And  the  investment  was  well  made.  This  fact  shows  further 
that  Mr.  Josiah  Quincy's  statement  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  cannot  resist  the  politicians  is  unhistorical. 

Miss  Worden,  of  the  Santee  School,  was  invited  to  speak. 

Miss  Worden. —  I  represent  a  mission  reservation  school.  The 
first  thing,  I  think,  that  impresses  the  children  when  they  come  to  us 
is  that  they  come  to  a  home.  We  have  five  cottages  where  the  pupils 
live.  Each  one  of  these  is  presided  over  by  a  Christian  woman  who 
really  loves  these  children,  and  makes  them  feel  it  the  moment  they 
come  near  her.  I  think  this  feeling  increases  and  strengthens  in 
every  way  through  the  child's  whole  stay.  The  children  do  their  own 
work,  the  boys  as  well  as  girls  taking  care  of  their  own  rooms.     We 


Digitized  by 


Google 


28 

take  pupils  at  any  time  or  of  any  age.  We  do  not  have  to  go  out 
for  them  :  they. are  anxious  to  come.  We  have  to  turn  away  a  great 
many.  When  it  was  necessary  for  me  to  leave  the  mission  for  a  few 
days,  at  the  little  station  where  we  have  to  wait  for  the  train  I  met 
seven  young  men.  I  said  to  them,  "Why,  boys!  didn't  Dr.  Rig^ 
tell  you  not  to  come  ? "  "  Yes,"  they  said,  "  but  we  thought,  if  we 
came,  he  would  find  a  place  for  us."  When  I  got  back  to  the  school^ 
I  found  the  place  he  had  found  for  them  was  on  the  floor  of  my 
sitting-room. 

It  was  my  work  to  look  after  the  young  men  of  the  school  last  year, 
and  I  never  enjoyed  a  year  more.  They  receive  academic  as  well  as 
industrial  training.  Each  boy  and  girl  spends  half  a  day  in  the 
school-room,  and  the  other  half  in  industrial  work.  The  boys  learn 
blacksmithing,' carpentry,  shoemaking,  printing,  and  farming;  the 
girls,  cooking  and  sewing.  Two  years  ago  we  added  practical  lessons 
in  nursing.  We  were  promised  a  hospital.  A  lady  was  to  build  it. 
She  went  into  details,  and  informed  herself  as  to  how  much  would  be 
required.  When  the  contractor's  estimate  was  sent  to  her,  she  en- 
closed a  check  for  $ioo  instead  of  $3,500.  So  our  plans  for  nursing 
have  not  yet  come  to  pass.  When  we  have  a  hospital,  we  shall  have 
an  Indian  training  school  for  nurses. 

We  have  a  regular  cooking  school.  They  take  to  it  very  eagerly, 
i  must  tell  you  how  we  got  our  uniforms.  I  had  studied  cooking  in 
the  Pratt  Institute,  though  I  afterwards  found  that  Boston  was  the 
headquarters  for  cooking  schools.  When  I  came  back,  I  said  we 
must  have  white  aprons,  caps,  and  sleeves.  The  authorities  thought 
it  was  too  much.  After  considerable  discussion  it  was  decided  that 
we  should  have  them.  I  impressed  the  girls  with  the  idea  of  what  an 
awfully  serious  thing  it  was  to  wear  a  white  apron  in  the  kitchen. 
They  were  really  solemn  over  it,  but  they  had  their  aprons;  and  those 
Indian  girls  wear  them  two  weeks,  two  hours  a  day,  five  days  in  the 
week,  and  keep  them  clean.  The  parents  are  especially  glad  of  this 
new  departure  in  cooking.  Some  of  the  parents  always  come.  One 
old  woman  came  whose  daughter  had  been  in  the  school  four  or 
five  years ;  and  she  said,  "  My  daughter  has  been  here  a  good  while, 
and  has  studied  about  bones  and  about  leaves  and  trees,  and  she 
sings  and  plays,  and  tells  me  about  things.  But  I  do  not  know  any- 
thing about  those  things.  But,  when  she  came  home  this  summer  and 
could  make  bread  and  cake  and  could  cook  meat,  then  I  was  pleased, 
because,  when  I  can  eat  a  thing,  then  I  know  all  about  it."  And  on 
the  reservation  farther  away  the  people  are  very  much  interested  in 
it.  One  old  man  at  Rosebud  Agency,  a  non-progressive  Indian,  heard 
about  the  cooking  school.  He  wanted  to  have  his  little  girl  of 
ten  or  twelve  put  into  that  class.  About  a  week  after  the  child  had 
been  with  us  Dr.  Riggs  received  a  letter,  saying  he  wanted  her  to  go 
in  right  away,  now.  Then  the  boys  thought  it  would  be  a  good  thing 
to  learn,  and  six  of  the  theological  students  insisted  on  being  taught ; 
and  they  formed  a  class,  and  I  gave  them  lessons  in  bread-making 
and  other  things.  The  girls  had  left  the  room  in  perfect  order,  but 
these  young  men  left  it  in  just  as  good  order  when  they  were  through. 
We  cannot  lay  too  much  emphasis  on  the  value  to  these  girls  of  learn- 
ing cooking  and   nursing.     When   they  learn   to  understand  these 
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things,  their  home  life  will  be  revolutionized.  The  telling  work  must 
be  done  in  the  homes,  and  the  women  have  the  most  important  part 
of  the  home  life  to  see  to.  When  you  get  a  woman  to  understand 
that  it  is  her  highest  duty  in  this  world  to  take  care  of  her  family 
and  home  in  a  Christian  and  intelligent  manner,  you  have  got  near 
the  heart  of  the  matter. 

The  boys  take  kindly  to  the  housework  that  they  have  to  do, 
though,  according  to  our  idea  of  Indians,  you  would  hardly  expect 
that  these  "braves,"  as  they  are  called,  would  care  to  do  such  a  thing 
as  darn  a  stocking,  make  a  bed,  or  sweep  a  room.  When  I  had  thirty 
young  men  to  look  after,  and  all  their  darning  to  do,  as  you  may 
imagine,  I  was  kept  busy.  One  evening  I  said  to  one  of  them,  "  I 
wish  you  would  stay  at  home  to-night,  and  help  me  darn  stock- 
ings.*" "Very  well,"  was  the  reply,  "if  you  would  like."  We  got 
them  all  darned  by  ten  o'clock,  and  he  darned  almost  as  well  as 
I  did.  They  are  very  kind.  I  had  no  idea  they  would  be  so  kind 
and  considerate.  I  was  sick  for  a  few  days  last  fall ;  and  the  boys 
would,  of  their  own  accord,  take  off  their  shoes  before  going  upstairs, 
80  as  not  to  disturb  me. 

The  school  work  is  very  encouraging  as  well  as  the  industrial 
training.  We  have  a  good  normal  department,  from  which  we  have 
gratifying  results.  The  one  who  is  in  charge  of  it  is  a  graduate  of 
the  Bridgewater  Normal  School,  and  she  has  adopted  the  methods  in 
use  there.  The  pupils  learn  to  teach  as  part  of  their  instruction. 
They  learn  to  like  it ;  and,  when  you  get  a  boy  or  girl  to  love  what  he 
or  she  is  doing,  you  may  be  sure  it  is  done  well. 

Our  pupils  are  scattered  all  over  the  reservations  as  preachers, 
teachers,  and  in  industrial  work.  They  are  universally  good  penmen, 
and  make  excellent  agency  clerks.  We  have  about  two  hundred 
pupils  in  the  school,  mostly  Sioux  or  Dakotas. 

It  is  a  boarding-school,  but  we  have  a  few  day  scholars.  The 
school  is  under  the  charge  of  the  American  Missionary  Association. 

Question. — What  per  cent,  of  those  who  leave  the  school  do  well  ? 

Miss  WoRDEN. —  I  cannot  give  the  per  cent,  in  figures.  It  is  a 
very  small  per  cent,  that  disappoints  us  completely.  I  am  asked 
that  question  everywhere  I  go.  No  good  work  is  ever  entirely  lost. 
I  can  think  of  some  who  have  left  under  a  cloud.  We  believe  in  the 
law  of  love ;  and  I  think  there  is  more  love-  than  any  other  kind  of 
discipline  there.  You  cannot  expect  every  pupil  to  turn  out  exactly 
as  you  want.  But  if  they  disappoint  us  for  several  years,  and  we 
hear  nothing  good  of  them,  the  influence  that  they  have  felt  in  the 
school  comes  out  sooner  or  later.  Some  little  children  were  brought 
in  last  summer,  the  children  of  former  pupils,  one  of  whom  had  been 
expelled.  They  came  with  a  lot  of  others ;  but,  as  soon  as  we  saw 
them,  we  could  pick  out  those  who  were  the  children  of  former 
pupils.  While  they  may  sometimes  go  back  to  their  old  ways,  yet 
the  work  is  bound  to  tell  sooner  or  later ;  and  we  have  any  number  of 
those  who  do  very  good  work,  indeed.  One  young  man  was  expelled, 
and  was  at  home  for  two  years.  He  was  then  converted  and  joined 
the  church ;  and  he  wanted  to  do  something  for  his  people,  and  he  is 
now  employed  as  Miss  Collins's  assistant.  I  wbh  you  had  seen  the 
look  of  surprise  that  went  over  the  teachers'  faces  when  she  told  us 
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the  name  of  the  wonderful  boy  she  had  been  telling  about.  We 
asked,  "  Who  is  this  wonderful  boy  ? "  and,  when  she  spoke  the  name, 
every  knife  and  fork  was  dropped  !  So  we  are  surprised  that  way  as 
often  as  in  any  other. 

All  the  work  at  Santee  is  only  a  means  to  an  end.  It  is  a  mission 
school  with  the  missionary  aim.  And  the  highest  aim  is  to  fit  these 
boys  and  girls  for  work  among  their  own  people.  We  do  not  believe 
in  having  them  absorbed  in  Eastern  civilization.  We  propose  to 
teach  the  fifth  commandment  at  Santee.  And  how  can  boys  and 
girls  honor  their  fathers  and  mothers  if  they  are  not  where  their 
parents  are  ?  The  first  thing  that  comes  into  the  minds  after  a  few 
weeks,  when  they  begin  to  realize  their  surroundings,  is,  "  I  want  to 
teach  my  people."  This  occurs  again  and  again  and  again.  The 
whole  world  is  to  them  full  of  demons  and  spirits.  They  do  not 
know  that  any  one  loves  them.  The  highest  thing  to  do  for  them  is 
to  teach  them  the  love  of  Jesus  Christ. 

But  you  have  no  idea  of  the  sadness  that  has  come  upon  us  this 
year.  Last  year  we  were  having  a  roll  of  about  two  hundred.  That 
has  been  cut  down  more-  than  one-half,  and  the  children  are  scattered 
all  over  the  reservations.  Two  of  the  shops  are  shut.  This  is  not 
because  the  Indians  are  not  willing  to  come  to  school,  because 
they  are  anxious  to  come  back.  It  is  because  we  have  no  money. 
You  have  heard  the  thing  discussed  again  and  again.  We  were  a 
contract  school,  and  $22,000  has  been  taken  out  of  this  work.  And 
this  school,  which  is  the  fountain-head  of  the  good  that  comes  to 
this  people,  has  been  almost  stopped.  The  work  of  this  school  can 
not  be  estimated  too  highly.  I  hope  that  the  churches  will  more  than 
make  up  to  the  work  what  the  government  withdraws. 

Dr.  W.  H.  Ward. —  The  withdrawal  of  this  money  is  not  due  to 
the  action  of  the  government.  It  has  been  done  as  the  result  of  the 
propaganda  urging  our  churches  not  to  receive  money  from  the  gov- 
ernment. The  American  Missionary  Association  voted  to  receive  no 
more  money  from  the  government. 

Question. —  Has  the  Catholic  Church  taken  this  stand  ? 

Dr.  Ward.—  No. 

Dr.  Strieby. —  It  is  a  fact  that  the  school  work  has  had  to 
be  cut  down.  When  Dr.  Ryder  was  there,  he  says  that  men 
like  Dr.  Riggs  and  his  brother,  Mr.  Hall,  as  they  gathered  round  the 
table,  said,  with  tears  in  their  eyes.  We  will  cut  here,  and  we  will 
cut  there :  we  will  do  what  we  can.  I  want  you  to  know  that  this 
culling  down  of  the  mission  work  is  not  done  recklessly,  but  comes 
out  of  their  hearts.  Whether  we  were  wise  or  not  in  refusing  to  take 
money  from  the  government,  I  do  not  know ;  but  the  result  has  been 
dreadful. 

Dr.  Ryder. —  The  depletion  of  the  school  in  numbers  arises  not 
entirely  from  the  lack  of  funds,  but  temporarily  from  a  panic  among 
the  Indians.  A  great  many  children  have  been  withdrawn  who  will 
probably  come  back  later. 

Captain  R.  A.  Pratt,  of  the  Carlisle  Industrial  School,  was  invited 
to  speak. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


31 

Capt.  Pratt. —  I  am  glad  to  meet  you  at  Mohonk  again,  dear 
friends ;   and  I  have  consented  to  say  informally  a  few  words. 

The  pictures  presented  this  morning  have  deeply  interested  me; 
and  I  want  to  say,  for  Carlisle,  she  has  had  her  Lexington,  her  Con- 
cord, and  her  Bunker  Hill.  The  Carlisle  principle  has  been  before 
you  for  fourteen  years. 

Carlisle  is  in  civilization,  that  it  may  get  its  pupils  and  the  Indians 
into  civilization.  It  pulls  all  the  other  schools  and  the  missionaries 
in  that  direction.  I  believe  that  the  Presbyterians  put  dollars  into 
Indian  work  to  make  Presbyterians.  I  believe  that  the  Episcopalians 
put  dollars  into  Indian  work  to  make  Episcopalians.  I  believe  that 
Catholics  put  dollars  into  Indian  work  to  make  Catholics.  This  is 
wholly  and  solely  their  purpose.  That  is  my  observation  of  their 
work,  their  intentions,  through  many  years.  From  this  standpoint 
it  is  common  sense  and  right. 

The  question  comes  home  to  the  United  States,  What  should  the 
government  do  when  it  puts  dollars  into  the  uplifting  of  the  Indians  ? 
What  is  the  purpose  to  be  accomplished .?  And  we  hold  at  Carlisle, 
and  shall  hold  at  Carlisle,  that  the  purpose  should  be  to  make  citi- 
zens,—  independent,  individual  citizens  of  the  United  States.  We 
work  along  that  line.  Every  effort  that  we  put  forth  we  mean  shall 
be  in  that  direction,  right  straight  through. 

I  have  been  exceedingly  interested  in  the  statements  that  have 
been  made  this  morning  by  other  superintendents  and  by  Miss 
Worden.     I  have  full  sympathy  with  these  schools. 

Within  the  last  ten  days  we  have  carried  out  one  of  the  greatest 
movements  ever  made  at  Carlisle,  and  one  of  the  greatest,  I  think, 
ever  made  at  any  Indian  school.  Late  last  winter,  when  the  World's 
Fair  was  all  in  the  air,  I  said  to  our  boys  and  girls,  "  If  during  the 
summer  each  of  you  can  earn  and  save  the  money,  you  shall  go  to 
Chicago  and  spend  a  week  at  the  World's  Fair."  They  went  to  work 
upon  that  line.  Over  five  hundred  of  them  were  scattered  through- 
out Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  and  elsewhere,  on  the  farms  and  in  the 
shops,  earning  and  saving  money.  The  girls  came  back  to  school 
the  13th  and  the  boys  the  14th  of  September.  I  had  made  arrange- 
ments ;  and  on  Monday  morning,  a  week  ago,  we  had  a  special  train, 
and  four  hundred  and  fifty-seven  Indians  and  fifty-eight  of  my  people 
started  for  Chicago.  We  took  lodging  at  a  hotel,  and  were  treated 
like  other  people.  We  went  to  the  fair  ground  every  morning.  I 
told  the  Board  of  Control  that  we  did  not  propose  to  ask  for  free  en- 
trance, but  that  we  would  give  the  services  of  our  band,  and  that  the 
boys  would  drill  every  day.  They  accepted  these  as  payment  for 
entrance,  but  each  student  paid  railroad  and  street  railroad  fares  and 
hotel  bill. 

Our  boys  and  girls  went  into  the  fair  grounds,  and  passed  around 
as  individuals.  We  collected  them  for  the  drill,  but  after  that  they 
were  dispersed.  They  had  the  utmost  liberty.  For  four  days  we 
took  in  about  everything  there  was  at  the  Fair.  I  even  heard  some 
of  the  boys  say  that  they  went  to  see  Buffalo  Bill's  show !  A  large 
number  went  round  the  Ferris  wheel.  When  I  went  to  make  special 
arrangements  for  them,  the  man  in  charge  said  about  all  of  them  had 
been  around,  and  paid  full  fare.     Friday  night,  a  little  after  twelve 
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o'clock,  we  went  back  to  South  Chicago,  and  returned  to  Carlisle^ 
reaching  there  Sunday  morning  at  three  o'clock. 

Every  boy  and  girl  had  a  little  yellow  badge  with  a  spread  eagle 
on  it,  telling  that  they  were  from  the  United  States  Indian  School  at 
Carlisle.  Hundreds  of  people  spoke  to  me  about  talking  to  my  boys 
and  girls,  and  I  beard  nothing  but  compliments  all  the  time  upon 
their  intelligence  and  their  good  powers  of  observation.  We  edu- 
cated a  great  many  Western  people  to  a  better  feeling  towards  Ind- 
ians ;  and  we  educated  our  Indian  boys  and  girls  more  than  a  year's 
schooling  at  Carlisle,  or  any  school,  would  have  done.  I  want  to  say 
that,  if  Buffalo  Bill  will  turn  his  wild  Indians  into  that  Fair  for  two 
weeks,  and  give  them  the  same  liberty  and  opportunity  I  gave  my 
boys,  he  cannot  successfully  reconvene  them  to  carry  on  his  dance. 
I  know  enough  about  Indian  character  to  know  that.  They  would 
be  ashamed  of  the  life  he  is  leading  them. 

I  came  here  to  present  and  stand  by  Carlisle  ideas,  and  meet  all 
issues.  We  stand  on  solid  ground.  These  two  gentlemen  who  have 
talked  about  their  government  schools,  have  buildings  which  cost  the 
government  of  the  United  States  more  money  than  the  government 
has  put  into  all  the  buildings  at  Carlisle  in  fourteen  years.  Mr. 
Meserve  tells  about  his  great  wagons  built  by  the  government  shop. 
I  wanted  to  turn  the  old  cavalry  stables  into  workshops,  and  asked 
the  government  for  fifteen  hundred  dollars  to  overhaul  them.  But  I 
failed  to  get  it  for  two  years.  I  then  concluded  to  try  New  York,  and 
went  to  my  friend  Dr.  Agnew.  He  gave  me  letters ;  and  I  went  beg- 
ging, and  for  four  or  five  days  appealed  for  money,  and  got  about 
four  hundred  dollars.  But  begging  was  not  my  forte.  I  went  back, 
discouraged.  When  I  got  off  the  train  at  Carlisle,  I  met  a  Presbyte- 
rian preacher  who  has  charge  of  a  little  church  near  Philadelphia,  on 
a  salar>'  of  twelve  hundred  dollars  a  year.  He  was  a  friend  of  my 
boys,  and  used  to  ask  them  to  come  to  see  him.  He  said  he  was 
going  West  to  visit  some  of  the  agencies,  and  he  came  to  get  a  letter 
of  introduction  and  some  instructions.  When  I  got  home,  Mrs.  Pratt 
handed  me  a  letter  from  this  clergyman,  giving  me,  for  the  overhaul- 
ing  of  the  cavalry  stables  and  making  them  over  into  shops,  a  check 
for  two  thousand  dollars  I  He  said,  when  his  father  died,  he  gave 
his  brothers  and  sisters  different  kinds  of  property.  To  him  he  had 
left  Tennessee  State  bonds.  For  many  years  he  had  nothing  from 
them.  Recently  Tennessee  had  declared  that  she  would  pay  fifty 
cents  on  a  dollar.  He  said  he  now  wanted  to  place  the  money  where 
it  would  bring  him  a  thousand  per  cent,  a  year,  and  so  he  had  sent  it 
to  the  Carlisle  School.  That  is  the  way  the  Carlisle  School  got 
its  shops  and  many  other  buildings  and  facilities.  Later  the  govern- 
ment has  been  more  gracious. 

Question. —  How  much  money  did  your  Indian  boys  and  girls  earn 
and  save  ?     And  how  much  did  your  Chicago  trip  cost  ? 

Capt.  Pratt. —  They  earned  last  year  $24,121.19,  and  had  savings 
at  the  end  of  June  amounting  to  $15,274.99.  Their  trip  to  Chicago 
cost  over  $6,000,  and  they  took  along  about  $1,200  as  individual 
spending  money. 

Adjourned  at  one  o'clock. 
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Wednesday  Evening,  October  ii. 


The  Conference  was  called  to  order  at  a  quarter  before  eight,  after 
music  and  singing. 

President  Gates. —  I  invite  you  to  listen  to  one  whose  presence 
among  us  is  always  a  benediction,  our  apostle  to  the  Indians,  Bishop 
Whipple. 


ADDRESS   OF  BISHOP  WHIPPLE. 

As  we  looked  at  those  beautiful  pictures  of  Florida  and  the  Semin- 
oles  which  Mr.  Hine  showed  to  us  last  night,  I  said  to  myself,  "  How 
many  of  this  Conference  know  the  history  of  the  Seminole  Indians  ? " 
I  thought  it  might  interest  you  if  I  mentioned  a  few  facts  concerning 
them.  They  were  a  part  of  the  Creek  nation,  who  left  their  people 
and  migrated  to  Florida,  and  took  the  name  of  the  runaways,  or  Sem- 
inoles.  At  that  time  Florida  was  a  Spanish  province.  The  slaves 
from  Georgia  used  to  flee  to  Florida.  After  that  part  of  the  country 
was  ceded  to  the  United  States  the  Georgia  slaveholders  demanded 
the  return  of  their  slaves.  But  as  the  law  of  descent  in  slavery  was 
through  the  mother,  and  as  these  women  had  intermarried  with  the 
Indians,  a  conflict  was  at  once  brought  on.  A  very  interesting  case 
was  carried  to  the  United  States  court.  Judge  Smith,  a  brother-in- 
law  of  General  Jacob  Brown,  was  the  United  States  judge  in  Florida. 
The  decision  of  the  judge  was  that  there  was  not  a  shadow  of  a  claim 
that  proved  that  these  mixed-blood  Indians  were  descended  from  a 
slave  who  had  fled  from  a  widow  whose  executors  had  brought  this 
suit.  The  people  of  Georgia  were  angry,  and  a  law  was  passed  in 
the  legislature  of  Florida  that  any  Indian  found  off  the  reservation 
might  be  flogged  thirty-nine  lashes  by  any  white  man  who  found  him. 
That  was  tried ;  and  you  know  how  well  it  would  work  with  Indians ! 
Osceola's  wife,  I  think  it  was, —  if  not,  it  was  the  wife  of  his  dearest 
friend, —  was  arrested  as  the  descendant  of  a  runaway  slave ;  and  in  the 
conflict  the  wife  was  killed.  Osceola  lay  in  wait  for  the  man  who  had 
killed  her  until  he  killed  the  murderer.  That  was  the  beginning  of 
the  Florida  war,  which  cost  us  forty  million  dollars.  I  could  tell 
you  much  more ;  and  I  really  wish  that  any  of  you  who  would  like 
to  know  more  about  these  things  would  look  for  the  "History  of 
Florida,"  written  by  Captain  Sprague,  and  there  you  will  find  the 
dates  and  all  of  the  facts  of  the  terrible  outrages  committed  against 
these  people  before  the  Florida  war. 
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President  Gates. —  Also  Joshua  Giddings's  "  The  Exiles  of  Flor- 
ida." 

Bishop  Whipple. —  Yes,  that  also ;  but  the  former  refers  to  all  the 
historical  documents. 

During  the  discussion  this  morning  with  reference  to  the  life  of  the 
Indians  the  question  was  asked  why  they  are  so  liable  to  consump- 
tion. My  own  experience  is  that  it  is  largely  due  to  this  fact :  that 
the  muscles  of  the  Indian  men  are  very  badly  developed  except  the 
muscles  of  his  legs.  He  has  always  been  on  the  hunt;  and  these 
muscles  are  developed,  while  the  other  muscles  of  his  body  are  not. 
The  muscles  of  his  wife  are,  in  general,  better  developed  than  his, 
because  she  has  been  at  all  kinds  of  work.  When  the  man  becomes 
civilized,  he  is  usually  earnest ;  but  he  knows  nothing  about  the  laws 
of  health,  and  so  works  too  hard,  has  poor  food,  and,  if  he  takes  a 
sudden  cold,  consumption  sets  in.  The  result  is  that  very  many  of 
those  beginning  civilization  die  from  consumption. 

The  question  has  been  asked  as  to  whether  all  of  the  pupils  who 
go  back  from  these  Eastern  schools  remain  true.  The  question  is 
also  often  asked  of  missionaries,  "Do  the  Indian  converts  remain 
faithful  to  their  Master  ? "  I  suppose  I  have  been  asked  that  ques- 
tion a  thousand  times ;  and  I  am  always  tempted  to  answer  it  by  ask- 
ing, "  Did  you  ever  know  of  a  white  man,  with  fifteen  hundred  years 
of  civilization  at  his  back,  who  was  not  a  model  of  Christian  pro- 
priety ? "  But  I  will  say  this :  that,  while  I  have  watched  over  the 
Indians  committed  to  my  care  with  the  love  of  a  Christian  heart,  I 
have  never  been  compelled  to  read  to  my  Indians  such  letters  as  were 
written  by  one  of  the  noblest  of  all  Christian  men,  who  began  his  let- 
ters, "To  them  who  were  called  to  be  saints  in  Corinth."  Let  me 
say,  dark  as  the  pictures  sometimes  are  in  the  Indian  country,  I  chal- 
lenge you  to  find  an  instance  where  the  picture  is  as  dark  as  that 
given  by  the  pen  of  divine  inspiration  in  the  first  chapter  of  Romans. 

Now,  let  me  speak  to  you  of  my  own  personal  experience.  When 
it  pleased  God,  thirty  years  ago,  to  send  me  to  that  North-west  coun- 
try as  a  bishop,  our  Indian  affairs  were  at  their  worst.  I  should  not 
dare  to  tell  you  of  the  things  which  I  know  of  the  administration  of 
Indian  affairs  at  that  time, —  the  bribery,  the  robbery,  the  outrage,  the 
wrong  in  every  form  and  shape.  I  say  here  to-night,  as  a  Christian 
man,  that  I  have  never  known  an  instance  of  an  Indian  outbreak 
where  the  Indian  was  the  first  to  break  the  treaty,  or  where  there 
were  not  causes  back  of  it  that  would  not  have  brought  on  war  with 
any  civilized  nation. 

The  American  Missionary  Association  had  had  three  missions  in 
the  diocese  of  Minnesota, — at  Red  Lake,  at  Leech  Lake,  and  at 
Pokegima  Lake. 

Those  of  you  who  know  Dr.  Strieby  or  my  uncle,  his  associate, 
know  that  it  has  not  been  their  custom,  unless  under  the  stress  of 
circumstances  utterly  impossible  to  be  controlled,  to  abandon  any 
field.  Their  missionaries  and  the  missionaries  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  had  been  driven  out  of  the  country,  and  compelled  to  aban- 
don their  field,  on  account  of  the  condition  of  Indian  affairs.  The  Ind- 
ians afterwards  told  me  that  the  agent  said  to  them  :  "  The  religion 
of  the  medicine  man  is  as  good  a  religion  as  the  Christian  religion ; 
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and,  if  you  don't  want  these  men  drive  them  away.  And,  while  we 
were  maddened  with  drink,  we  drove  them  away.  And  that  was  the 
darkest  day  that  ever  came  to  our  people." 

I  am  not  an  enthusiast,  but  all  that  I  am  I  owe  to  a  Christian 
mother;  and  from  the  very  first  lessons  that  I  heard  from  that 
mother's  lips  she  taught  me  always  to  take  the  side  of  the  oppressed. 
When  I  came  to  Minnesota,  the  best  churchmen  in  my  diocese  ad- 
vised me  to  have  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  Indian  missions. 
They  said  the  Indians  were  a  perishing  race,  and  would  soon  pass 
from  the  face  of  the  earth,  that  missionary  work  among  them  would 
prove  a  pitiful  failure,  and  that  I,  a  young  man  with  a  great  work  to 
do,  could  not  afford  to  make  any  mistakes.  I  well  remember  the 
searching  of  heart  that  I  had ;  but  I  carried  it  where  I  like  to  take 
everything  that  troubles  me,  and  I  made  a  promise  to  my  Saviour 
that,  whether  I  should  ever  see  one  Christian  Indian  or  not,  God  help- 
ing me,  I  would  never  turn  my  back  on  the  heathen  at  my  door.  I 
visited  the  Indian  country.  I  could  not  tell  you  the  picture  of  deso- 
lation. I  had  hardly  entered  the  forest  when  I  came  to  two  new- 
made  graves  of  men  who  had  been  murdered  in  a  drunken  debauch. 
A  little  farther  on  I  found  an  Indian  wigwam,  and  the  children  cry- 
ing from  hunger,  and  the  poor  mother  scraping  the  inner  bark  of  the 
pine-tree  to  give  h^r  children  the  pitch  to  satisfy  the  gnawings  of 
hunger.  When  I  reached  Gull  Lake,  it  was  a  pandemonium.  I  re- 
member that  I  did  not  close  my  eyes  that  night.  I  said  to  myself 
what  Dr.  Livingstone  wrote  in  his  journal  when  he  saw  the  slave 
mother  stripped  and  tied  to  a  tree  and  stung  to  death  by  insects, — "  O 
God,  how  long  before  this  great  sore  shall  be  healed !  " 

I  have  tried  to  make  it  the  rule  of  my  life  that  never,  under  any 
possible  circumstances,  would  I  be  a  party  to  presenting  a  divided 
Christianity  to  heathen  folk.  There  was  at  this  time  a  noble  mission 
among  the  Sioux  in  the  care  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  under  the 
charge  of  two  men,  uncanonized  saints.  I  allude  to  the  venerable 
Dr.  Williamson  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Riggs.  They  had  a  noble  mission 
among  the  upper  Sioux,  but  there  were  2,500  Indians  among  the 
lower  Sioux,  where  there  was  no  mission ;  and,  when  three  of  their 
chiefs  came  to  me  and  said,  "  We  have  sold  the  government  800,000 
acres  of  our  reservations,  and  we  have  waited  for  four  years,  and 
have  not  received  one  single  penny,  and  we  are  entitled  to  $8,000 
a  year  for  schools,  and  that  money  has  been  expended  for  six  years, 
and  yet  there  is  not  among  our  people  a  single  child  who  has  ever 
learned  to  read,"  I  said  that  I  would  plant  a  mission  there.  For 
two  years,  twice  each  year,  I  visited  the  Indian  country.  In  the 
Ojibway  country  I  travelled  from  five  hundred  to  a  thousand  miles 
each  year  on  foot  or  in  a  birch-bark  canoe.  I  saw  very  little  fruit. 
We  gathered  a  little  Christian  company,  and  there  were  some  gleams 
of  light.  Then  there  came  that  awful  Indian  massacre.  Eight  hun- 
dred white  people  slept  in  nameless  graves.  I  supposed  that  our 
missionaries  were  murdered,  and  I  never  can  forget  the  anxiety  of 
heart  as  I  sat  in  my  study,  with  the  tears  running  down  my  cheeks ; 
and,  when  she  who  was  more  than  my  right  arm,  who  is  waiting  for 
me  now  in  Paradise,  came  and  put  her  arms  around  my  neck,  and 
said,   "Henry,    you    have    forgotten    something,"   I    said,    "What, 
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my  dear  ?  "  "  You  have  forgotten  that  it  is  your  business  to  do  the 
work,  and  God  will  take  care  of  the  harvest."  And  so  I  began 
again.  When  we  heard  from  the  Indian  country,  so  far  as  I  know, 
there  was  not  a  single  Christian  Indian  of  the  Presbyterian  or  of  our 
own  mission  who  was  not  as  true  as  steel  to  his  profession.  I  know 
one  man  who  comes  to  visit  me  still,  an  old  man  who  was  a  Chris- 
tian. When  Little  Crow  said  he  was  going  to  join  the  English,  and 
they  would  wipe  out  the  people  of  Minnesota,  this  man  said  :  "  Tell 
them  the  truth.  Tell  them  these  English  are  ruled  by  a  squaw  who 
would  not  touch  her  little  finger  to  his  bloody  hand."  And  they  cried 
out,  "  Shoot  him  !  "  He  opened  his  coat,  and  said,  "  Shoot ! "  But 
they  saved  two  hundred  white  women  and  children  from  death,  and  a 
fate  worse  than  death.  When  we  heard  of  their  fidelity,  we  were 
overpaid  a  thousand-fold. 

But  it  was  in  that  case  as  it  has  always  been,  that  the  hostile  ele- 
ment were  given  rations,  and  were  removed  and  cared  for.  And 
these  men  who  had  shown  their  bravery  at  the  risk  of  their  lives  were 
left  to  the  charge  of  the  cold  world  or  to  starve. 

I  never  shall  forget  the  time  when  the  government  put  in  my  care 
the  Sisseton  Indians,  who  belonged  largely  to  the  mission  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  There  was  a  conflict  between  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress.  There  was  no  confidence  in  the  Indian  agent.  Money 
had  been  squandered.  One  day  some  one  said  :  "  Bishop  Whipple 
has  been  living  near  those  Indians.  Let  us  put  the  money  in  his  care : 
he  will  not  steal  it."  And,  to  my  surprise,  I  found  myself  in  charge 
of  a  large  body  of  Indians  outside  of  my  diocese.  I  telegraphed  that 
I  could  not  take  the  responsibility.  I  went  to  Washington,  but  Con- 
gress had  adjourned ;  and  the  Secretary  said,  "  If  you  do  not  take 
this  money  and  help  the  Indians,  they  will  starve  to  death."  When 
I  reached  the  agency,  the  old  Indian,  Simon  Anagmani,  rose,  trem- 
bling in  every  limb,  and  with  tears  running  down  his  cheeks  said : 
"  For  days  and  days  the  earth  has  been  iron,  and  the  sky  is  as  if  it 
were  iron,  and  we  have  cried,  and  God  did  not  hear  or  answer,  and 
we  have  reached  out  our  hands,  and  we  could  not  take  hold  of  any- 
thing. We  have  looked  into  the  faces  of  the  Christian  men  at  last, 
and  I  believe  the  Great  Spirit  has  saved  us." 

As  this  was  my  first  experiment  in  the  care  of  the  Indians,  I  asked 
a  very  dear  friend.  Dr.  J.  W.  Daniels,  who  loved  the  Indians,  and 
knew  their  language,  to  go  and  be  my  representative,  and  I  would 
help  him.  We  consulted  over  this  matter,  and  took  about  twenty 
dozen  axes,  as  it  was  in  the  fall,  and  cutting  wood  was  the  only  work 
the  Indians  could  do.  A  large  amount  of  provisions  had  been  pur- 
chased, for  I  had  been  able  through  my  acquaintance  with  merchants 
to  spend  the  money  to  great  advantage.  When  we  reached  the 
Indians,  we  said  to  them  :  "  You  see  all  these  provisions  :  now  these 
cost  so  much.  You  have  formerly  paid  $20  a  pair  for  blankets. 
These  cost  $4.00  You  are  going  to  cut  wood,  and  we  are  going  to 
pay  you  for  your  work  in  these  goods  at  just  what  they  cost.  A  white 
man  can  split  150  rails:  you  can  split  50.  A  white  man  can  cut  20 
logs :  you  can  cut  8.  I  shall  have  a  man  at  your  tepee  every  Saturday 
night,  and  I  will  have  you  paid  for  your  work  with  these  goods ;  but 
I  shall  see  you  starve  to  death  before  I  will  give  you  a  single  thing 
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for  which  you  do  not  work.  The  old  people  and  the  sick  we  shall 
take  care  of."  Well,  they  murmured ;  and  1  was  accused  of  starving 
Indians  for  three  or  four  weeks.  Then  they  all  went  to  work  like 
bees.  We  had  another  rule.  There  were  certain  things  given  only  to 
the  best  workers,  such  as  tea  and  coffee.  One  day  two  wild  Indians, 
who  had  been  off  on  the  war-path,  came  to  Dr.  Daniels,  and  said  to 
him,  "I  am  very  hungry."  "Well,"  he  said,  "the  man  who  has 
charge  of  the  Indians  does  not  feed  any  one  unless  he  works.  I  shall 
have  to  see  you  starve  if  you  will  not  work ;  but,  if  you  will  cut  wood 
for  half  an  hour,  I  will  give  you  the  best  dinner  you  ever  ate."  They 
sat  down,  and  talked  it  over  two  hours,  and  then  decided  to  cut  the 
wood ;  and  thus  they  had  an  excellent  dinner.  Then  we  said  to  the 
Indians :  "  Here  is  land.  We  will  give  you  each  i6o  acres  if  you  will 
go  to  work ;  and,  if  you  will  build  a  house,  we  will  pay  you  for  your 
work,  and,  when  it  is  done,  the  house  will  be  yours."  They  discussed 
that  a  day,  and  then  decided  to  build.  To-day  they  are  among 
the  best  farmers  there,  members  of  the  church,  and  among  the  best 
men  we  have.  Blessed  be  hunger !  Unwise  alms  to-day  makes 
paupers  to-morrow.  Misguided  charity  will  make  an  army  of  beg- 
gars, red  or  white. 

My  dear  friends,  there  is  no  romance  about  heathenism.  It  is  a 
dark,  ugly  fact.  But  I  know  of  no  wild  man  in  the  world  —  and  I  have 
had  the  privilege  of  looking  into  the  faces  of  a  great  many  heathen 
folk — who  is  of  so  noble  a  type  as  the  North  American  Indian. 
Nicolet,  who  knew  so  much  about  the  Sioux,  said  they  were  the 
noblest  type  of  wild  men  to  be  found  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  The 
Indian  recognizes  the  Great  Spirit,  but  his  worship  is  to  propitiate  the 
evil  spirit.  He  says  the  Great  Spirit  does  not  harm  anybody,  but  the 
devil  does  harm  people ;  and  they  try  to  propitiate  him.  He  has  de- 
voted love  for  his  children.  When  an  Indian  child  dies,  the  mother 
takes  all  the  little  playthings  that  she  has  made  for  the  child  and 
buries  them  with  it.  Among  the  Ojibways,  she  takes  the  clothes 
and  ornaments  and  the  bead  works  that  belonged  to  the  little  child, 
and  makes  a  bundle,  and  carries  it  wherever  she  goes  for  a  year.  If 
they  have  anjrthing  that  is  very  nice,  the  dead  child's  portion  is  taken 
out ;  and  no  member  of  the  family  will  eat  it,  but  it  will  stand  there, 
and  any  wayfarer  can  take  it.  The  Indian  more  than  any  man  rec- 
ognizes the  rites  of  hospitality.  He  is  improvident,  but  his  improvi- 
dence is  largely  from  his  readiness  to  distribute  to  those  poorer  than 
himself.  I  have  heard  our  Ojibways  saying :  "  White  man  big  fool : 
he  heap  up  much  money,  die,  and  leave  it  all.  I  kill  deer,  my  neigh- 
bor not  kill  deer.  I  ask  him  to  come  eat  with  me.  I  better  than 
white  man  who  keeps  money."  If  the  deadliest  enemy  of  a  man 
comes  to  his  lodge,  while  he  is  within  the  lodge  he  will  be  treated  like 
an  honored  guest.  An  Indian  never  violates  the  rites  of  hospitality. 
His  language  is  a  marvel.  I  am  not  familiar  with  the  language  of  the 
Dakotas :  I  know  enough  to  make  myself  understood ;  but  in  the 
Ojibway,  with  which  I  am  familiar,  there  are  more  inflections  to 
the  verb  than  there  are  to  the  Greek  verb,  and  in  the  Epistles  of  Paul, 
which  are  so  hard  in  all  languages,  you  can  get  the  nicest  shades  of 
meaning  in  the  Ojibway.  Every  noun  is  descriptive.  A  blanket, 
for  instance,  means  the  cloth  you  wrap  about  you.     They  never  adopt 
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a  word.  They  saw  the  white  men  drinking  coffee,  and  they  thought 
it  was  medicine  water;  and  so  they  at  once  named  it  Mukaday-mus- 
kekee-wabo  (black  medicine  water).  So  it  is  still  called.  The  Ind- 
ian is  thought  to  be  very  sullen.  I  believe  he  is  more  mirthful  than 
the  Negro,  when  away  from  the  white  man.  He  is  fond  of  repartee ; 
and,  if  you  try  to  impose  on  him,  you  will  usually  come  to  grief.  He 
at  once  sees  the  weak  points  of  the  argument. 

A  party  of  engineers  was  once  lost  during  a  survey  of  the  North 
Pacific  Railway.  Some  of  the  men  came  to  an  Indian  who  was  the 
head  of  a  band.  He  had  very  comfortable  things  about  him, 
chickens  and  pigs,  etc.  They  told  the  Indian  that  they  were  very 
hungry,  that  they  had  been  lost  three  days,  and  had  nothing  to  eat. 
He  asked  his  wife  to  get  up  the  best  dinner  she  could.  When  the  din- 
ner was  ready,  the  Indian  sat  down  and  ate,  and  left  the  white  men 
hungry.  They  were  very  angry ;  but  what  could  they  do  ?  After  he 
had  finished  his  meal,  he  asked  his  wife  to  prepare  another.  Then 
he  said  solemnly :  "  I  suppose  you  wonder  why  I  do  not  have  you  eat 
with  me.  I  went  to  Washington  once ;  and  the  Great  Father  said  to 
me,  *  You  must  do  exactly  what  the  white  men  do  if  you  want  to  be 
happy  and  go  to  the  good  place  when  you  die.'  And  I  noticed  that 
the  white  men  never  let  poorer  men  than  themselves  sit  with  them  at 
the  table.  I  want  to  be  happy  in  this  world,  and  I  would  not  like  to 
lose  my  chance  of  going  to  the  good  place.  You  are  poor,  and  so  I 
would  not  let  you  eat  with  me." 

I  remember  about  thirty  years  ago  the  people  of  Minnesota  were 
very  milch  angered  against  the  Indians.  They  once  passed  a  law 
offering  a  hundred  dollars  for  an  Indian's  scalp.  It  did  not  desig- 
nate whether  of  man  or  woman.  Then  the  legislature  demanded  of 
the  general  government  that  every  Indian  should  be  removed  from 
Minnesota.  They  consulted  over  the  matter  at  Washington,  and 
picked  out  a  strip  of  country  in  the  north  part  of  the  State,  and  sent 
a  man  to  remove  the  Indians.  I  doubt  if  he  had  ever  seen  an  Indian 
before  in  his  life.  He  came  to  visit  me,  and  said,  "  You  have  a  great 
deal  of  influence  with  these  Ojibways ;  and  I  have  come  to  make 
this  treaty  with  them,  and  I  want  you  to  help  me."  I  said  to  him  : 
"  You  cannot  make  that  treaty.  The  Indians  are  not  fools,  and  I  will 
not  help  you  under  any  circumstances.  I  have  been  all  over  that 
country,  and  it  is  not  fit  to  live  in.  The  Indians  will  not  go  there." 
But  he  thought  he  would  try.  He  got  the  Indians  together,  and  said 
to  them  :  "  Your  Great  Father  has  heard  with  sorrow  of  heart  of  the 
wrongs  you  have  received  from  the  white  men.  He  looked  in  the 
North  and  the  South  and  the  East  and  the  West,  to  find  an  hon- 
est man ;  and,  when  he  saw  me,  he  said,  *  There  is  an  honest  man : 
he  will  go  and  save  the  red  children.'  I  have  lived  in  this  world  fifty- 
five  years,  and  the  winds  of  fifty-five  winters  have  blown  over  my 
head  and  silvered  it  with  gray ;  and  in  all  that  time  I  have  never 
done  wrong  to  any  human  being.  Now,  as  your  Great  Father's 
representative  and  as  your  friend,  I  wish  you  to  sign  this  treaty  at 
once."  As  quick  as  a  fiash  the  old  Indian  chief  sprang  to  his  feet, 
and  said,  "  My  friend,  look  at  me !  the  winds  of  fifty-five  winters 
have  blown  over  my  head  and  have  silvered  it  over  with  gray,  but 
they  have  not  blown  my  brains  away." 
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And  now  ]et  me  say  a  few  words  to  you  of  that  side  of  the  Indian 
so  dear  to  my  heart.  Time  and  time  again  I  have  been  brought  al- 
most to  a  standstill,  and  I  have  looked  up  and  cried  to  God  for  help; 
but,  if  you  were  to  ask  me.  In  thirty-four  years  of  a  bishop's  life  where 
have  you  seen  the  greatest  faith  among  those  who  profess  the  love  of 
their  Saviour  ?  I  think  I  should  at  once  have  faces  brought  up  from 
my  heart  of  Indian  women  and  some  Indian  men  among  the  hosts 
that  beckon  me  on  with  the  thought  that  they  are  over  there  in  Para- 
dise. Some  of  them  are  to-day  living  as  true,  devoted,  unselfish 
lives  as  you  can  find  anywhere  in  any  branch  of  the  Christian  Church. 
Among  those  poor  people  who  have  just  come  out  of  the  darkness, 
who  have  not  been  perplexed  by  the  dust  that  some  one  has  thrown 
in  their  eyes,  who  have  learned  that  Jesus  is  the  friend  of  any  one 
who  wants  a  friend,  who  have  learned  to  look  up  and  believe  that 
God  is  their  father,  I  have  sometimes  seen  instances  of  definite  an- 
swers to  prayer,  of  which  I  have  been  almost  afraid  to  tell  lest  it 
should  not  be  believed.  The  religion  of  Christ  is  the  same  to  the 
Indian  as  it  is  to  the  white  man. 

I  have  had  varied  experiences  with  the  Indians.  I  recall  one 
stormy  council.  They  owned  immense  tracts  of  pine  land,  worth  mill- 
ions of  dollars.  Suddenly  the  Indians  heard  that  all  of  their  pine 
lands  had  been  sold  without  their  knowledge.  I  was  very  indignant; 
and  I  wrote  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  said,  "  If  it  costs 
every  dollar  that  I  can  get  or  earn,  I  will  fight  this,  and  see  whether 
the  Indians  have  any  rights  or  not."  Soon  after  I  got  a  telegram  from 
a  Negro,  asking  me  to  come  to  help  the  Indians.  The  father  of  this 
Negro  was  a  runaway  slave.  Of  all  the  letters  that  I  ever  received, 
I  think  I  never  received  one  more  beautifully  written  than  this 
written  by  that  Negro.  He  sent  word,  "  The  Indians  have  killed  the 
government  cattle  and  taken  the  government  goods,  and  I  think 
there  will  be  an  outbreak."  I  telegraphed  it  to  Washington,  and  re- 
ceived word  to  go  and  try  to  settle  this,  and  that  what  I  did  would  be 
ratified.  There  were  three  feet  of  snow  on  the  ground,  and  it  was 
thirty  degrees  below  zero,  and  it  took  a  week  to  get  there.  When  I 
came  there,  they  called  a  council,  and  the  head  chief  rose  and  said  : 
"  I  suppose  you  came  to  find  out  who  killed  those  cattle.  My  young 
men  did.  You  want  to  know  who  took  those  goods.  My  young 
men  did.  Why  ?  We  have  been  wronged."  Things  looked  very  du- 
bious. Now,  an  Indian  never  interrupts  another  in  conversation. 
You  may  spend  a  lifetime  among  them,  and  it  is  almost  an  impossi- 
bility to  think  of  an  Indian  breaking  into  a  conversation  before  it  is 
done.  I  knew  that  fact ;  and  I  thought,  if  I  could  put  him  in  a  false 
position,  I  should  be  able  to  get  the  influence  of  the  rest  of  the  peo- 
ple. He  was  the  troublesome  one.  When  he  was  through,  I  said^ 
"  Flat  Mouth,  how  long  have  you  known  me  ? "  "  Twelve  years,"  he 
said.  "  Have  I  ever  lied  to  you  ? "  "  No,"  he  said,  "  you  have  not 
a  forked  tongue."  "  Well,"  I  said,  "  I  am  the  servant  of  the  Great 
Spirit ;  and  I  have  not  come  to  tell  you  lies  to-day.  If  I  tell  you  the 
truth,  it  will  sound  unpleasant.  When  you  killed  those  government 
cattle,  you  struck  your  Great  Father  in  the  face  ;  and,  when  you  took 
those  goods,  you  committed  a  crime.  And,  if  it  took  ten  thousand 
men,  the  Great  Father  would  do  right  to  punish  the  Indians  who  have 
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done  this."  The  chief  sprang  up  very  angry,  and  began  to  talk  vio- 
lently. I  folded  my  arms,  and  looked  on  and  smiled.  When  he 
paused,  I  said  quietly:  " Flat  Mouth,  are  you  talking  or  am  I  talking? 
If  you  are  talking,  I  will  wait."  All  the  Indians  said,  **  Ho,  ho ! "  and 
the  man  sat  down,  overwhelmed  with  confusion.  Now  I  had  it  all 
my  own  way.  I  told  him  that  we  had  been  trying  to  save  their  pine 
lands,  of  the  letters  I  had  written,  and  what  Mr.  Welsh  was  trying 
to  do  in  Philadelphia.  "But,  when  I  go  to  Washington,"  I  said, 
"  what  shall  I  tell  them  there  ?  You  have  put  a  gag  in  my  mouth 
and  fetters  on  my  hand  by  your  actions  here."  "  Now,"  I  said,  "  I 
have  got  done.  When  you  have  made  up  your  mind  what  to  do,  send 
for  me."  The  next  morning  early  they  sent  for  me,  and  said,  "  You 
are  wiser  than  we  :  we  will  do  what  you  say." 

The  next  time  I  went  to  the  Indian  country  Flat  Mouth  sent  for 
me  to  come  to  his  lodge,  and  he  said :  "  The  first  time  I  saw  you  with 
your  robes  on,  I  saw  you  wore  something  outside  of  the  robe.  I 
supposed  it  was  a  badge  of  your  office.  I  told  my  wife  about  it,  and 
said,  I  wish  you  to  make  one  for  him."  And  here  it  is,  a  beautiful 
stole,  made  entirely  of  black  cut-beads,  and  presented  to  me  by  a 
heathen  man,  because  of  the  friendship  I  had  shown  them  in  help- 
ing them  out  of  their  difficulty. 

About  the  same  time  I  had  a  stormy  council  at  White  Earth  over 
the  same  matter.  Among  those  Indians  was  a  very  noble  Christian 
chief.  I  loved  the  man ;  and,  when  I  baptized  him,  I  named  him  after 
the  dearest  friend  I  had,  Edward  Washburn,  then  rector  of  Calvary 
Church.  He  rose,  and  said :  "  I  should  not  be  an  Indian  if  I  did  not 
feel  sad  in  my  heart  at  the  wrong  that  has  been  done  to  my  people. 
But  I  am  a  man  that  has  started  upon  a  journey,  and  the  place  that 
I  want  to  reach  is  the  home  of  the  Great  Spirit.  And,  if  I  get  angry, 
and  allow  my  heart  to  be  troubled,  I  am  afraid  I  will  lose  the  trail. 
The  Great  Spirit  loves  his  children,  he  sees  their  troubles ;  and,  when 
I  cannot  see  my  way,  I  have  learned  to  go  and  tell  it  to  him.  And 
I  never  kneel  at  his  feet  that  one  name  does  not  rise  on  my  lips ;  and. 
Bishop,  that  is  yours."  You  may  know  how  that  touched  me.  I 
have  thanked  God  many  and  many  a  time,  when  my  life  was  infirm, 
and  I  thought  I  was  to  be  early  called,  that  God  had  raised  up  so 
many  Christian  men  and  women  to  work  for  the  Indians  ;  and  among 
them  none  deserve  your  love  more  than  my  friend,  Herbert  Welsh. 
It  is  eventide  with  me.  The  shadows  are  already  beginning,  but  I 
have  been  overpaid  ten-thousand-fold  in  the  blessed  rewards  that 
have  come  from  my  work.  Let  me  say  to  you  Christian  folk  there 
never  has  been,  and  there  never  will  be,  any  failure  in  Christian  work. 
The  only  failure  is  not  to  do  the  work.  Majr  I  mention  one  in- 
stance ?  In  good  Queen  Anne's  time  the  Society  for  the  Propaga- 
tion of  the  Gospel  sent  a  noble  missionary,  Andrews,  and  he  won  a 
number  of  the  Mohawks  to  Christ;  and  they  took  the  side  of  the 
Crown,  and  were  removed  to  Canada  after  the  war,  and  the  English 
Church  lost  sight  of  them.  For  twenty  years  they  had  no  mission- 
ary. Joseph  Brant,  their  chief,  gathered  them  together,  and  acted  as 
their  lay  reader.  I  could  tell  you  of  many  such  instances.  Let  me 
mention  two;  one  of  a  young  man  who  had  been  baptized  very 
early,  but  was  led  away,  and  became  a  gambler.     I  felt  sad  for  him. 
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He  had  been  named  for  my  friend,  Bishop  Knickerbocker,  of  Indiana. 
He  came  back  to  his  Master.  At  my  last  visit  I  went  to  see  him 
at  his  home.  I  knew  he  was  a  constant  attendant  at  worship.  I 
found  that  he  had  boys  grown  up,  one  married ;  that  he  had  horses 
and  cows  that  he  had  bought  himself.  I  asked  if  he  had  a  crop  that 
year.  Well,  he  said,  he  had  had  a  crop,  but  the  hail  had  destroyed 
it,  that  it  was  insured  for  $300,  and  he  had  got  his  money.  I  think, 
when  an  Indian  has  got  far  enough  to  insure  his  crop  against  hail,  he 
is  doing  very  well.  Another  young  man  came  back  to  his  Master, 
and  with  such  tenderness  and  decision  and  earnest  heart  that  he  has 
since  studied  for  the  ministry. 

Yes,  things  have  changed  very  much.  When  I  began  this  Indian 
work,  I  could  not  get  our  Board  of  Missions  to  appropriate  one  dol- 
lar for  Indian  missions.  Time  and  time  again  I  have  had  men  ask 
me,  **  Do  you  know  that  the  whole  people  are  against  you,  and  how 
much  success  are  you  going  to  get  out  of  this  work  ? "  And  I  would 
smile,  and  say,  "  As  much  as  the  man  who  preached  forty  years  who 
did  not  get  a  single  convert,  but  saved  his  own  soul."  Yes,  times 
have  changed.  There  is  an  upheaving  of  sympathy  for  the  red  man. 
It  is  now  the  hour  of  danger  lesl  the  white  people  shall  coddle  the 
Indian,  lest  we  should  put  him  in  a  false  position,  lest  we  should  give 
him  citizenship  when  he  is  but  a  child,  and  when  he  will  become  the 
prey  of  every  designing  politician.  There  is  no  question  but  the  Indian 
should  have  his  land  allotted  to  him,  but  he  should  not  have  absolute 
title  to  it  yet.  The  land  ought  to  be  inalienable,  and  the  Indian  should 
be  provided  with  the  protection  of  law.  Not  that  he  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  go  before  a  white  justice  for  every  little  quarrel, —  those 
crimes  which  would  have  a  sentence  of  a  term  in  the  penitentiary 
ought  to  be  tried  by  our  nearest  courts, —  but  the  Indian  chiefs  them- 
selves will  act  better  and  more  wisely  in  dealing  with  all  petty  offences 
on  the  reservation. 

There  is  another  matter  that  I  hardly  know  what  to  say  about.  I 
am  sometimes  afraid  that  we  have  made  a  terrible  mistake  ;  and  then, 
again,  it  is  always  safe  to  stand  on  principle.  I  believe  that  every 
Christian  man  in  the  United  States  should  avoid  anything  that  looks 
like  an  alliance  between  State  and  Church.  Almost  all  of  the  relig- 
ious bodies  have  voluntarily  relinquished  the  aid  which  the  govern- 
ment gives  to  their  schools.  The  school  at  Santee  agency  is  not 
there  to  teach  Presbyterian  theology :  it  is  to  teach  Indians  the  same 
things  that  they  are  taught  at  Carlisle.  But,  because  it  is  supported 
by  the  American  Missionary  Association,  it  seemed  to  be  sharing  the 
position  of  government  patronage.  So  far  as  I  know,  I  may  be 
wrong.  I  am  afraid  that  to  one  body  of  this  country  quite  as  much 
money,  and  perhaps  more,  is  being  given  as  at  any  period  of  the  his- 
tory of  the  government.  If  that  is  so,  it  ought  not  so  to  be.  I  know 
not  what  there  may  be  in  the  future,  but  I  do  know  this :  that,  if  we 
know  how  to  work  and  wait,  if  we  know  how  to  sow  the  seed  and  be- 
lieve God  will  give  the  harvest,  there  is  no  question  about  the  future. 
And,  when  you  get  over  to  that  country  where  you  are  going  to  meet 
those  loved  ones  and  see  your  beloved  Master,  there  will  be  no  com- 
fort greater  than  to  meet  some  one  you  have  helped  heavenward, 
homeward.     Happy  is  the  man  or  the  woman  that  could  have  written 
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over  her  grave  the  epitaph  which  I  once  read  in  the  Basque  Province 
of  France:  "Here  lies  Estelle,  who,  having  spent  her  fortune  in 
works  of  charity  and  love  which  she  sent  before  her  to  heaven,  has 
now  gone  there  to  enjoy  them." 

After  closing  his  address,  Bishop  Whipple  showed  some  exquisite 
specimens  of  lace-work  made  by  the  Chippewa  children,  under  the 
care  of  Miss  Sybil  Carter,  and  quoted  an  Indian  woman,  who  said  : 
"  Have  to  wash  hands,  or  lace  *11  get  dirty ;  have  to  wash  apron,  or 
hands  41  get  dirty ;  have  to  wash  dress,  or  apron  41  get  dirty ;  have  to 
wash  floor,  or  dress  41  get  dirty.  Me  like  lace:  make  everything 
clean." 

The  rest  of  the  evening  was  devoted  to  a  lecture  on  Alaska  and 
the  Alaskan  Indians,  illustrated  by  the  steropticon,  by  Mr.  Sheldon 
Jackson. 
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Thursday  Morning,  October  12. 


After  prayer  by  Rev.  Edward  Everett  Hale,  the  Conference  was 
called  to  order  at  ten  o'clock. 

THE   CIVIL   SERVICE. 

President  Gates. —  When  we  consider  the  practical  work  of  educa- 
tion and  industrial  training  for  Indian  men  and  women,  Indian  boys 
and  girls,  one  by  one,  we  uniformly  find  ourselves  in  substantial  ac- 
cord. But  when  discussion  arises  as  to  the  principles  which  should 
control  the  relations  of  the  government  to  the  religious  denomina- 
tions, and  of  religious  denominations  to  each  other,  in  their  work  as 
teachers  and  missionaries,  while  a  common  spirit  animates  us,  there 
is  sufficient  difference  in  our  point  of  view  to  call  for  mutual  con- 
sideration and  forbearance.  We  cannot  expect  always  to  have  such 
harmony  of  feeling  and  of  views  as  marked  the  sessions  of  yesterday. 
This  morning  we  are  to  take  up  a  question  upon  which  there  is  honest 
difference  of  opinion.  We  are  all  agreed  that,  when  capable  and  use- 
ful men  and  women  have  been  appointed  to  positions  in  the  Indian 
service,  it  is  a  grave  misfortune  to  have  them  displaced  for  no  cause 
except  the  wish  to  put  the  partisan  friends  of  some  politician  into  the 
place  thus  made  vacant.  That  permanency  of  tenure  is  desirable  in 
the  Indian  service  we  are  all  agreed.  But  as  to  the  best  manner  of 
securing  the  best  men  for  positions  in  this  service  there  has  not  been 
absolute  unanimity  of  opinion,  although  I  think  a  large  majority  of 
the  members  of  this  Conference  believe  that  we  cannot  do  better 
than  follow  the  civil  service  regulations  and  the  competitive  exami- 
nations. Under  our  present  system  of  government,  and  particularly 
when  political  parties  are  so  nearly  balanced  that  every  four  years 
sees  not  only  a  change  of  administration,  but  a  change  of  the  party 
in  power,  the  greatest  danger  to  the  Indian  service  arises  in  re- 
movals that  are  made  in  the  interest  of  the  accursed  spoils  system, — 
of  giving  office  as  a  reward  for  party  service.  The  most  promising 
experiments  in  the  civilization  of  the  Indian  which  have  been  under- 
taken within  the  last  twelve  years  have  more  than  once  been 
wrecked  by  these  needless  changes,  made  purely  from  partisan  feel- 
ing and  in  the  interest  of  spoilsmen.  It  has  always  been  falsely 
charged  by  advocates  of  the  spoils  system, —  a  system  feebly  dis- 
guised of  late  under  the  name  of  "home  rule  "  in  the  Department 
of  the  Interior  —  that  civil  service  methods  of  securing  good  men 
were  too  theoretical.  We  are  willing  to  have  the  system  judged  by 
the  men  who  have  secured  and  held  positions  (since  the  civil  ser- 
vice rules  were  applied)  in  those  branches  of  the  service  which  have 
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been  placed  under  civil  service  regulations.  Let  us  not  fear  the 
charge  that  civil  service  reform  is  a  plan  of  the  "  theorists."  By  the 
etymology  of  the  word,  "  the  theorist  "  is  the  man  who  sees  I  No  man 
can  work  intelligently  unless  he  has  some  kind  of  a  theory  as  to  his 
work,  unless  he  sees  his  way  in  the  light  of  principles.  The  theorist 
who  studies  facts  in  the  light  of  principles  is  the  man  who  sees  his  way 
through^  and  then  works  his  way  through  in  the  light  of  this  clearer 
vision. 

OUR   DEAD,    PRESIDENT   HAYES,    GENERAL  ARMSTRONG. 

If  we  are  tempted  to  any  serious  disagreement  as  we  consider  this 
subject,  I  wish  that  we  might  feel,  overshadowing  us  in  the  interest  of 
peace,  the  memory  of  those  great  and  good  men,  prominently  identi- 
fied with  this  reform  and  with  our  meetings,  who  have  gone  on  from 
us  into  the  larger  life  during  the  year  that  has  just  passed.  We  re- 
member the  presence  among  us  of  ex-President  Hayes  at  our  last 
Conference.  His  large  experience  in  public  affairs  had  given  him  a 
rich  fund  of  wisdom  which  since  his  retirement  from  public  office  he 
has  most  heartily  devoted  to  the  promotion  of  philanthropic  and 
charitable  reforms.  His  presence  was  an  inspiration  to  us  all.  We 
saw  more  than  once  that  by  persistent  and  unselfish  devotion  to  the 
interests  of  others  he  was  seeking  to  pay  the  noblest  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  that  noble  woman,  his  wife,  whose  loss  he  never  for  an 
hour  could  forget.  We  miss  his  presence:  we  are  grateful  for  his 
counsels. 

And  another  of  our  foremost  leaders  has  been  called  higher.  Was 
there  ever  a  richer  endowment  of  moral  enthusiasm  bestowed  upon 
any  man  than  that  which  animated  the  life  and  speech  of  General 
Armstrong  .^  Many  of  you  will  recall  with  me  one  of  our  meetings 
in  the  interest  of  the  Indians  at  Washington,  when  we  had  been 
handling  the  slimy  coils  of  party  politics  that  had  wound  themselves 
about  the  Indian  service,  until  the  very  air  of  the  room  where  we  had 
met  seemed  impure  and  envenomed,  so  that  the  bravest  of  us  seemed 
to  lose  heart ;  and  some  one  had  said,  "  We  cannot  carry  this  reform : 
it  is  absolutely  impossible."  Then  Armstrong,  who  was  standing 
just  outside  the  door,  at  the  challenge  of  that  word  "impossible," 
broke  through  the  line  of  persons  who  surrounded  him,  and  with  up- 
lifted arm,  while  his  face  shone  with  enthusiasm,  and  his  emphatic 
foot  stamped  the  floor,  cried  out,  "  What  are  Christians  put  into  the 
world  for  except^  in  the  strength  of  God^  to  do  the  impossible  V^  And 
in  five  minutes  his  eloquent  confidence  had  heartened  us  all,  and  the 
work  we  had  in  hand  was  substantially  done. 

The  memory  of  that  man  and  that  scene  reminds  me  of  the  picture 
of  Raphael's  where  the  Archangel  Michael,  surcharged  with  celestial 
energy  and  heavenly  fearlessness,  is  poised  with  arm  upraised  and  his 
foot  on  the  head  of  the  Old  Dragon,  as  he  thrusts  him  into  the  dust, 
while  his  own  forehead  shines  with  the  light  of  God's  eternal  sunshine 
of  hope.  The  Christian  faith  of  General  Armstrong  was  unfailing : 
his  deep  and  intense  love  for  the  down-trodden  races  among  whom 
he  worked  was  a  flaming  fire,  kindled  at  the  very  altar  of  God. 
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*THE  CLINTON   B.    FISK   SCHOOL/ 


At  the  session  this  evening  resolutions  will  be  presented  in  mem- 
ory of  these  men,  heroic  helpers  of  the  race.  Men  of  such  strong 
yet  tender  hearts,  of  such  tireless  wills  in  the  work  of  righteousness, 
do  not  drop  out  of  the  circle  of  our  lives  without  our  following  them 
in  our  thought  and  with  our  love.  We  remember  them  always  h^e. 
That  face  [pointing  to  the  portrait  of  General  Clinton  B.  Fisk], 
to  all  of  us  who  have  known  this  work  for  the  Indian  from  the  begin- 
ning, brings  up  the  memory  of  a  tireless  and  hearty  devotion,  a 
largeness  of  love  and  an  unfailing  spirit  of  hopefulness,  that  never 
quailed  before  danger,  and  never  failed  in  the  wearisome  details  of 
prolonged  effort.  Last  night,  when  we  were  hearing  from  Dr.  Shel- 
don Jackson  of  that  school  where  thirty  Alaskan  girls,  whom  our 
missionaries  have  reached  and  have  taken  into  a  Christian  home,  are 
in  danger  of  lapsing  into  a  state  worse  than  mere  savagery, —  a  state 
rendered  for  them  doubly  terrible  by  the  refining  influence  of  the 
higher  life  which  they  have  seen  and  known, —  it  seemed  to  me  that  a 
sacred  obligation  was  laid  upon  us  to  do  something  here  and  now  to 
help  them.  Our  feelings  were  deeply  stirred.  Professor  William 
James  says  that  if  one's  feelings  are  aroused,  even  at  the  theatre  or 
the  opera,  he  should  do  something  to  translate  this  heightened  feeling 
into  action,  or  he  will  bring  upon  himself  a  curse.  *'  Do  something 
unselfish,"  he  says,  "  even  if  it  is  no  more  than  to  stand  up  in  the 
street- car,  on  your  way  home  from  the  theatre,  to  give  a  woman  or  a 
tired  laboring  man  a  seat ! " 

Our  feelings  were  stirred  as  we  heard  of  these  girls.  Ought  we  to 
let  the  matter  pass  without  action  ?  Would  it  not  be  a  most  beautiful 
tribute  to  the  memory  of  our  friend.  General  Clinton  B.  Fisk,  if  some 
of  us  (who  feel  that  at  these  Mohonk  Conferences,  where  we  are  so 
lavishly  entertained,  philanthropy  is  dangerously  like  "strawberries 
and  whipped  cream  ")  were  to  give  through  Mr.  Sheldon  Jackson  a 
thousand  dollars,  to  send  another  missionary  and  his  wife  at  once  to 
take  charge  of  that  school,  and  were  to  ask  that  it  be  named  the 
"  Clinton  B.  Fisk  School "  ?  We  have  not  done  anything,  as  a  Con- 
ference, in  memory  of  the  man  who  was  so  long  our  leader  here.  If 
we  can  tide  this  Alaskan  school  over  the  next  year,  if  the  great 
Methodist  denomination  to  which  General  Fisk  belonged  does  not 
take  it  up  and  make  the  school  permanent,  it  will  not  be  our  fault. 

[A  quiet  subscription  for  the  school  was  at  once  started,  condi- 
tional upon  the  securing  of  at  least  eight  hundred  dollars  for  the 
purpose,  President  Gates  opening  the  subscription  with  fifty  dollars.] 

The  subject  of  the  morning  was  then  taken  up, —  "Civil  Service 
Reform."     Mr.  Herbert  Welsh,  of  Philadelphia,  was  the  first  speaker. 
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THE   MERIT   SYSTEM   A   NECESSITY   FOR   THE 
INDIAN   SERVICE. 

BY   HERBERT  WELSH. 

One  of  the  most  satisfying  experiences  of  the  intellectual  and 
moral  life  is  the  discovery  of  the  importance  of  great  and  simple 
principles,  and  the  comparative  unimportance  of  accidental  truth. 
Every  branch  of  human  knowledge  seems  to  furnish  illustrations  of 
this  thought  and  of  its  value.  In  the  history  of  religion,  the  most 
fundamental  of  them  all,  we  have  the  two  methods  vividly  contrasted : 
on  the  one  side,  the  Pharisees  teaching  men  an  infinity  of  minute  rules 
and  regulations  for  the  government  of  human  conduct,  without  empha- 
sizing any  vital  controlling  principle  which  should  harmonize  them 
all;  on  the  other,  the  Christ  standing  on  the  simple  basis  of  the 
ancient  moral  law  of  the  ten  commandments,  and,  when  questioned 
as  to  their  relative  importance,  summarizing  them  still  further  into 
their  essential  principles  of  love  toward  God  and  love  toward  men. 
In  every  profession  and  art  which  blossoms  and  bears  fruit  under  the 
sun  of  civilization  there  are  illustrations  of  this  conflict  in  the  minds 
of  men  between  essential  truth,  which  unlocks  every  door  that  the 
student  needs  to  enter,  and  accidental  truth,  which  puts  a  bunch  of 
unnamed  keys  into  his  hand  that,  to  his  undiscriminating  eye,  is  sure 
to  supply  the  wrong  one  at  the  moment  of  need.  In  art  we  may  be 
tempted  to  seek  results  through  receipts,  which  are  makeshifts, — 
to  believe  that  some  especial  beauty  of  effect  lies  in  the  use  of  a 
particular  color  or  the  employment  of  some  trick  of  mechanism  rather 
than  in  the  mastery  of  deep  principles  that  could  equally  well  have 
expressed  themselves  through  the  choice  of  other  accidents.  We  are 
under  constant  temptation,  in  our  struggle  to  solve  a  problem  of  any 
kind,  to  resort  to  expedients  that  lack  the  solid  basis  of  essentia 
principles,  and  yet  which  betray  us  into  dependence  upon  them 
through  the  immediate  trivial  reward  which  they  promise.  It  is  a 
shortsighted  course, —  to  use  the  apt  phrase  of  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds, 
an  "  industrious  idleness,"  under  which  the  student  has  little  deeper 
satisfaction  than  that  of  knowing  that  he  is  employed.  It  was  a  wise 
and  striking  injunction  of  the  late  Phillips  Brooks,  —  "  do  your  work 
on  the  simplest  details  by  a  constant  reference  to  their  relationship 
with  great  principles."  These  thoughts  suggest  themselves  as  a  nat- 
ural preface  to  a  brief  consideration  of  the  merit  system  as  a  necessity 
for  the  Indian  service. 

The  question  of  civil  service  reform  is  deeply  and  essentially 
related  to  the  Indian  question.  The  thorough  recognition  of  the 
principles  of  the  reform,  their  practical  adoption  in  the  management 
of  Indian  affairs,  is  necessary  to  any  satisfactory  solution  of  the  prob- 
lem. The  reform  is  essential  to  all  sound  executive  government,  — 
even  more  vitally  so  under  government  of  a  republican  form,  —  and 
the  Indian  question  is  largely  an  executive  question.  The  essential 
principle  of  civil  service  reform  lies  in  the  claim  that  appointive 
offices  of  the  United  States,  with  a  very  few  exceptions,  are  not 
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concerned  with  the  carrying  out  of  any  distinctive  party  policy,  but 
with  the  execution  of  work  that  should  go  quietly  and  uninterruptedly 
on  through  whatever  changes  of  administration  tnay  occur.  These 
offices  relate  to  the  intelligent  and  faithful  performance  of  business 
only,  —  business  with  which  the  people  as  a  whole,  and  not  con- 
sidered in  the  subdivisions  of  their  party  relations,  have  an  undivided 
interest. 

To  use  such  offices  for  any  other  purpose  than  this  specific  one, — 
to  use  them,  and  the  salaries  attached  to  them,  for  the  benefit  of  a 
party,  for  the  payment  of  personal  or  party  debts, —  is  an  abuse  of  trust 
and  essentially  dishonest  in  principle.  Madison  declared  that  the 
President  who  effected  the  removal  of  the  incumbent  of  a  non- 
political  office  for  party  reasons  should  be  impeached.  Washington 
regulated  his  official  conduct  with  the  strictest  regard  to  the  principles 
of  civil  service  reform,  as  did  Jefferson  very  largely,  and  John  Quincy 
Adams  wholly.  There  was  a  general  recognition  of  the  vital  impor- 
tance of  the  principle  by  all  our  earlier  statesmen  of  standing,  until 
the  political  rapacity  of  Andrew  Jackson  overturned  the  tradition  of 
the  fathers,  and  established  that  rule  of  spoils  which  has  done  so 
much  to  debauch  American  politics,  and  which  Abraham  Lincoln 
declared  to  be  a  more  dangerous  enemy  to  the  republic  than  the 
rebellion.  The  Indian  problem  involves  the  adjustment  of  relations 
between  the  sixty  million  more  or  less  civilized  people  of  the  United 
States  and  the  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  partly  civilized  Indian 
population,  and  the  gradual  absorption  of  the  Indian  into  the  common 
tide  of  American  life.  It  is  not  claiming  too  much,  surely,  to  assume 
that  these  relations  can  be  adjusted,  and  the  Indian  be  merged  with 
us  by  a  wise  and  humane  policy,  running  along  the  general  lines  which 
have  been  marked  out  and  advocated  by  this  Conference  during  the 
last  decade ;  nor  to  add  that  the  overwhelming  majority  of  the  people 
of  the  country,  in  all  cases  where  the  facts  have  been  clearly  brought 
before  them,  and  they  have  had  a  chance  to  express  themselves  upon 
it,  are  in  favor  of  such  a  policy.  But  policies  are  almost  wholly  at 
the  mercy  of  the  character  and  intelligence  of  the  men  in  whose 
hands  they  rest  for  execution,  and  our  Indian  policy  is  not  an  excep- 
tion to  the  general  rule.  The  key  to  the  Indian  problem  is  always 
between  the  thumb  and  forefinger  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States ;  for  he  determines  the  policy  which  must  solve  it,  he  appoints 
and  is  responsible  for  the  officials  who  direct  the  machinery  by  which 
that  policy  is  executed.  The  success  of  even  that  missionary  work 
which  would  seem  to  be  most  independent  of  government  control  is, 
in  fact,  almost  wholly  dependent  upon  it ;  for  the  government  can 
empty  the  mission  school  of  its  scholars,  and  can  largely  help  or 
hinder  the  efforts  of  the  missionary  in  his  labors  to  civilize  the  Indian. 
The  Executive  branch  of  the  government  is  equally  potential  in  rela- 
tion to  the  allotment  of  land  to  Indians,  —  a  work  manifestly  of  the 
greatest  importance,  and  one  now  in  a  critical  stage  of  its  existence. 

The  question  of  when  allotments  shall  be  made  and  patents  issued  to 
any  particular  tribe  of  Indians,  and  precisely  what  locality  shall  be  as- 
signed to  each  individual  Indian,  is  one  depending  almost  wholly  upon 
the  allotting  agent,  and  the  agent  of  the  reservation  to  which  the  Indian 
belongs.     It  is  one  requiring  honesty  of  purpose  and  wise  judgment, 
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and  therefore  depending  for  its  right  settlement  upon  the  high  char- 
acter and  intelligence  of  the  incumbents  of  these  positions.  Strong 
pressure  is  often  brought  upon  the  govemment  and  upon  allotting 
agents  to  make  allotments,  not  with  a  view  to  the  interests  ot  the 
Indians,  but  to  those  of  outside  whites,  who  are  anxious  that  the  sur- 
plus lands  to  be  thrown  open  to  settlement,  after  allotments  have 
been  completed,  shall  contain  the  best  soil  of  the  reservation.  In  a 
word  and  without  unduly  multiplying  illustrations,  it  is  evident  that 
to  the  government  of  the  United  Slates  we  must  look  for  the  great 
bulk  of  the  work  to  be  done  in  the  solution  of  the  Indian  problem ; 
and  upon  the  policy  adopted  by  the  Executive  in  making  appoint- 
ments to  and  removals  from  office  within  the  Indian  service  will 
depend,  in  large  measure,  the  success  or  failure  of  this  great  work. 
The  spoils  system  has  in  the  past  been  the  bane  of  this  as  of  all  other 
departments  within  the  civil  service  of  the  United  States.  Both 
political  parties  have  been  equally  guilty  of  the  abuse  of  the  Indian 
service  by  making  its  salaries  the  purse  from  which  to  pay  party 
debts,  and  by  improper  political  appointments  and  removals.  This 
system,  so  wholly  at  war  with  common  sense  and  those  established 
principles  on  which  every  successful  business  concern  is  based,  has 
afflicted  the  Indian  service  with  a  spirit  of  weakness  and  inefficiency 
amounting  at  times  to  demoralization  and  chaos.  It  has  not  only 
introduced  at  various  times  into  every  part  of  the  service  large  num- 
bers of  persons  wholly  without  qualification,  either  in  character  or 
ability,  for  their  positions, —  persons  who  were  never  selected  with 
that  end  in  view,  who  secured  appointment  through  political  press- 
ure,—  but  it  has  taught  every  worthy  person  in  the  sen'ice  that  high 
character  and  faithful  work  are  no  guarantee  to  the  retention  of  place. 
It  has  scattered  the  garnered  harvest  of  experience  to  the  winds,  as 
of  no  greater  value  than  chaff,  and  has  undone  the  patient  work  of 
years  with  a  single  thoughtless  stroke  of  the  pen.  How  could  it  be 
otherwise  when,  within  the  last  ten  years,  we  have  seen  a  Democratic 
administration  upon  its  assumption  of  power  turn  out  every  agent  — 
with  the  exception  of  some  three — appointed  by  its  predecessor,  and 
make  practically  a  clean  sweep  of  the  minor  offices,  and  then,  upon 
its  retirement,  we  have  beheld  upon  the  advent  of  a  Republican 
administration  a  still  more  ruthless  proscription  of  Indian  agents, 
although  a  somewhat  more  generous  treatment  of  the  minor  posts, 
thanks  to  the  reform  principles  and  efforts  of  our  late  Indian  Com- 
missioner, an  earnest  friend  of  the  reform,  who  would  have  con- 
ducted the  entire  service  on  the  reform  principle,  had  it  been  in  his 
power  to  do  so  ?  And  yet,  when  we  assert  the  importance  of  urging 
upon  political  parties  the  adoption  of  the  reform,  we  are  sometimes 
told  by  sensible  men,  who  are  perhaps  unduly  sensitive  to  the  derelic- 
tions of  their  party,  that  we  are  seeking  to  enter  Utopia  or  are  antici- 
pating the  millennium.  They  are  apparently  forgetful  of  the  fact  that 
we  ask  only  the  adoption,  in  a  purely  business  department  of  the 
government,  of  methods  which  are  in  successful  operation  in  every 
well-regulated  business  concern  of  the  country, —  methods  which  in 
Great  Britain  have  long  supplanted  the  favoritism  and  inefficiency  of 
the  spoils  system,  which  are  slowly  winning  their  way  in  American 
politics,   which  are   approved  by  the  more   progressive  and   dispas- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


49 

sionate  of  our  public  men,  and  which  must  commend  themselves  to 
every  lover  of  manly  independence  and  fair  play.  But,  dark  as  the 
retrospect  is  and  uncertain  as  is  the  outlook,  there  are  evidences  of 
substantial  progress.  The  united  efforts  of  the  friends  of  the  Indians, 
by  which  this  question  has  been  persistently  kept  befpre  the  public 
for  many  years,  have  produced  results.  To  President  Harrison  and 
the  late  Indian  Commissioner  is  due  the  credit  of  having  extended 
the  civil  service  rules  so  as  to  cover  some  seven  hundred  places  in 
the  Indian  service,  principally  those  of  superintendents  and  teachers 
of  Indian  schools.  This  pieans  that  the  incumbents  of  these  posi- 
tions must  have  passed  a  civil  service  examination,  and  have  given 
reasonable  proof  of  fitness  before  the  appointing  officer  can  assign 
them  to  their  posts.  It  does  not  mean  that  he  cannot  dismiss  them 
from  those  posts  if  he  finds  them  unsuited  to  the  work ;  but  partisan- 
ship is  largely  excluded  as  a  motive  influencing  the  action  of  the 
appointing  officer,  "from  the  fact  that  he  can  only  fill  their  places  by 
the  appointment  of  persons  who,  like  themselves,  have  entered  the 
classified  list, —  namely,  passed  the  civil  service  examination.  Cer-  * 
tainly,  this  is  a  great  gain.  It  deprives  the  spoilsman  of  much  of  his 
influence  in  dictating  appointments,  and  it  at  least  introduces  the 
spirit  and  practice  of  the  reform  into  the  service  under  the  sanction 
of  law.  The  reform  has  now  gained  an  intrenched  position  within 
the  Indian  service,  from  which  it  is  not  at  all  likely  that  it  will  ever 
be  dislodged.  But  the  post  of  Indian  agent,  the  most  vitally  impor- 
tant of  all  posts  in  the  service,  is  not  within  the  classified  list ;  and  it 
is  an  opinion  generally  concurred  in  by  sincere  and  experienced 
reformers  that  it  should  not  be, —  that  fitness  for  the  duties  of  an 
agent  cannot  well  be  tested  by  an  examination.  But,  whether  or  not 
this  opinion  is  wholly  justified,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  spirit 
of  the  reform  should  be  wholly  observed  in  all  removals  from  and 
appointments  to  the  posts  of  Indian  agents  and  inspectors.  If  any 
administration  in  power  will  set  its  face  like  a  flint  against  the  re- 
moval of  agents  and  inspectors  until  reasonable  proof  of  their  ineffi- 
ciency or  unfitness  has  been  shown,  and  against  appointments  until 
proof  of  fitness  is  given,  then  will  one  of  the  great  ends  aimed  at  be 
attained ;  and  a  spirit  of  order,  of  continuity,  of  confidence,  and  of 
progress,  will  be  introduced  into  the  service,  the  advantages  of  which 
will  be  immediately  apparent.  But  how  can  this  be  accomplished  ? 
That  is  a  vital  question  for  the  friends  of  the  Indians  to  ask  them- 
selves. It  cannot  be  obtained  by  blindness  to  the  misdeeds  of  the 
administration  of  that  particular  party  to  which  we  happen  to  belong, 
nor  by  hopeless  distrust  and  denunciation  of  that  to  which  we  are 
opposed,  but  by  patient  and  fair  consideration  of  the  record  of  what- 
ever administration  happens  to  be  in  power,  while  that  record  is  being 
made,  with  a  proper  reward  of  approval  or  condemnation,  as  the  facts 
may  demand.  Such  a  course  as  this  is  as  wholesome  as  it  is  fair.  It 
creates,  instructs,  and  stimulates  public  sentiment,  which  —  let  us 
remember — is  our  main  source  of  power  for  good  in  this  work.  It 
influences,  though  perhaps  slowly  and  insensibly,  public  sentiment, 
and  gradually  by  the  establishment  of  a  precedent — that  potent  un- 
written law  —  creates  conditions  for  good  that  cannot  be  undone.  It 
is  also  a  continual  reminder  to  officials  that  they  are  both  responsible 
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and  will  be  held  accountable  to  the  people  for  iheir  acts.  Criticism 
of  this  kind  is  difficult :  it  is  a  delicate  task  to  render  it,  but  it  is  as 
much  a  duty  as  a  task.  It  is  the  keenest  weapon  we  can  put  into  the 
hand  of  that  "eternal  vigilance"  which  has  been  well  called  "the 
price  of  liberty."  To  such  criticism  all  that  is  unwise  or  evil  in  pub- 
lic acts  is  most  sensitive ;  and  no  matter  with  how  great  indifference 
public  officials  seem  to  treat  it,  or  with  what  defiance  they  may  resent 
It,  they  must  succumb  under  its  gentle  thrust  at  last. 

A  new  administration  is  in  control  of  Indian  affairs;  and,  if  the 
views  just  stated  are  accepted  as  the  correct  ones,  it  is  our  duty  to 
observe  its  course  in  the  spirit  indicated,  and,  as  far  as  a  knowledge 
of  the  facts  will  admit,  to  express  ourselves  upon  it.  President 
Cleveland  has  determined,  under  the  added  authority  of  a  recent  act 
of  Congress,  to  make  at  least  some  use  of  army  officers  as  Indian 
agents.  This  policy,  if  it  be  guided  with  ordinary  caution,  is  heartily 
to  be  commended.  Properly  used,  it  is  directly  in  the  line  of  civil  ser- 
vice reform  ;  for  it  furnishes  the  opportunity  of  putting  educated  and 
*  experienced  men,  freed  from  the  trammels  of  political  partisanship, 
and  who  are  under  strong  inducements  to  do  what  is  right,  in  charge 
of  Indian  agencies.  But  it  goes  without  saying  that  no  army  officer, 
however  good,  should  supersede  a  thoroughly  satisfactory  civilian 
agent.  Such  an  appointment  is  against  the  spirit  of  civil  service  re- 
form, and  must  in  reality  be  harmful  to  the  service.  It  would  greatly 
have  strengthened  the  cause  of  the  reform,  had  Mr.  Cleveland  pub- 
licly announced  that  he  would  make  no  removals  of  Indian  agents  or 
inspectors  but  for  cause.  A  case  of  such  a  violation  of  the  spirit  of 
the  reform  has  recently  occurred.  Agent  Steele,  of  the  Black  Feet 
agency  in  Montana,  to  whose  high  character,  efficiency,  and  useful- 
ness there  is  testimony  of  the  strongest  kind,  and  wholly  undisputed 
by  the  authorities  in  Washington,  was  removed  to  make  place  for  an 
army  officer,  notwithstanding  representations  and  protests.  The 
action  was  defended  by  the  authorities  on  the  ground  that  the  Presi- 
dent considered  the  appointment  of  military  men  as  agents  almost 
obligatory  under  the  law ;  but  the  force  of  this  defence  was  com- 
pletely destroyed  by  the  fact  that  more  than  one  Democratic  civilian 
had  been  coincidently  appointed  as  an  Indian  agent,  from  which 
a  Republican  civilian  had  been  removed.  In  the  case  referred  to 
above,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  army  officer,  upon  assuming 
his  duties,  requested  to  be  relieved  upon  the  ground  that  Mr. 
Steele's  work  was  so  good  that  it  ought  to  be  continued.  Another 
violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  reform  may  be  cited  in  the  removal  of 
Indian  inspector  Benjamin  F.  Miller,  who  had  served  the  govern- 
ment, the  public,  and  the  Indian  faithfully  for  nearly  four  years,  and 
who  for  every  right  reason  should  have  been  retained.  His  effi- 
ciency and  worth  are  known  personally  to  the  writer.  This  officer, 
when  his  resignation  was  called  for  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
did  not  give  it,  but  asked  if  charges  had  been  preferred  against  him. 
To  this  no  response  was  given,  but  he  was  told  upon  inquiry  in  the 
Indian  Office  that  there  were  none,  but  that  he  was  removed  because 
"another  man  wanted  his  place."  This  man  was  from  Georgia.  A 
similar  instance  might  be  given  in  the  case  of  the  removal  of  Mr. 
Colby,  of  the  Department  of  Justice,  who  had  rendered  invaluable 
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service  to  the  Indians  in  the  Court  of  Claims  ;  but  this  paper  should 
not  be  burdened  with  details,  and  enough  has  been  said  to  prove  the 
importance  of  the  contention  that  the  spoils  system  is  nothing  short 
of  a  conflict  between  private  and  partisan  interests  and  the  public 
weal,  and  that  civil  service  reform,  both  in  the  Indian  service  and 
beyond  it,  is  the  champion  of  public  rights,  and  of  that  private 
justice  with  which  public  rights  should  always  be  at  peace.  The 
reform  is  indeed  a  necessity  to  the  Indian  service,  if  that  service  is  to 
be  lifted  out  of  its  present  inefhcient  condition,  and  made  to  accom- 
plish the  will  of  the  good  people  of  the  country  for  the  civilization  of 
the  Indian  race.  Our  part  in  the  accomplishment  of  so  difhcult  a 
work  is  to  aid  the  authorities  who  are  officially  charged  with  it  in  a 
spirit  of  generous  co-operation,  but  of  frank  and  intelligent  criticism. 
This  attitude  it  is  both  the  duty  and  the  privilege  of  the  citizens  of  a 
republic,  charged  with  the  responsibility  of  self-government,  to  as- 
sume. 

The  next  speaker  on  this  subject  was  presented  by  Mr.  Philip  C. 
Garrett,  of  Philadelphia. 


CHANGE  OF  ADMINISTRATION    IN   THE   INDIAN 

SERVICE. 

BY   PHILIP  C.    GARRETT. 

In  presenting  the  remarks  containied  in  this  brief  paper,  on  the  im- 
portance of  modifying  the  present  custom  of  removals  in  the  Indian 
service,  it  is  the  writer's  desire  to  be  distinctly  understood  as  passing 
no  criticism  on  the  heads  of  government,  except  for  persisting  in  what 
he  regards  as  the  highly  injurious  custom  referred  to. 

Those  officials  have  been  of  so  high  a  character,  and  have  done  so 
much  of  late  years  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  Indians,  that  he 
has  no  desire  to. cast  any  reflections  on  them.  Any  severity  of  terms, 
therefore,  used  in  deprecating  the  long-established  method  of  proced- 
ure in  this  respect  must  not  be  applied  to  the  very  admirable  officials 
using  those  methods,  but  only  to  the  methods  themselves. 

The  past  three  administrations  have  so  clearly  demonstrated  the  im- 
probability of  securing  permanency  of  tenure  for  those  officials  in  the 
Indian  service  who  have  proven  themselves  valuable,  that  it  is  high 
time  the  American  people  spoke  in  clarion  notes  their  disapprobation 
of  the  existing  system.  Those  administrations  represent  both  political 
parties.  They  represent,  in  each  case,  that  wing  of  the  party  most 
favorable  to  civil  service  reform,  not  the  Tammany  Democracy  nor 
the  Radical  Republicans.  The  sharp  contests  in  the  nominating  con- 
ventions clearly  revealed  both  Mr.  Cleveland  and  Mr.  Harrison  as  the 
choice,  respectively,  of  the  moderate  and  least  partisan  sections  of  the 
two  parties.  And  yet,  in  spite  of  this  fact, —  yes,  and  of  the  sincere 
desire,  we  have  no  right  to  doubt,  of  both  of  these  Presidents  to  ad- 
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minister  the  Indian  Office  in  the  interest  of  the  nation,  and  not  of  the 
politicians,  by  reform  methods, —  the  administrations  are  no  sooner 
begun  than  professions  and  desires  alike  go  to  the  winds. 

The  politics  of  any  man  selected  by  either  of  the  great  parties  as 
its  candidate  for  the  Presidency  are  not  likely  to  be  colorless.  Sel- 
dom, indeed,  are  these  individuals  less  partisan  than  the  two  distin- 
guished men  at  the  head  of  these  three  administrations.  They  were 
both  advocates  of  reform  in  the  civil  service.  Both  of  them  advo- 
cated a  wider  use  of  the  rules  providing  examinations  for  merit,  and 
advocated  it  practically  by  actually  extending  the  application  of  those 
rules  to  other  branches  of  the  service,  under  the  powers  conferred  on 
them  by  the  law.  And  they  both  showed  by  an  occasional  disre- 
gard for  party  lines  their  independence  of  a  servile  partisanship. 
And  yet  what  dcf  we  see  ?  Even  in  these  notably  manly  administra- 
tions, so  irresistible  is  the  political  tornado  that  sweeps  over  the  lati- 
tude of  the  capital  about  the  4th  of  March  that  solemn  resolves  and 
promises  are  like  feathers  on  the  gale,  and  are  whisked  away  and 
buried  under  the  wreck  of  departed  hopes.  President  Cleveland 
could  hardly  have  been  more  explicit  or  more  apparently  sincere  than 
he  was  in  his  purpose  to  appoint  to  the  head  of  the  Indian  Office 
some  one  of  those  suggested  to  him  by  men  familiar  with  the  pro- 
gressing solution  of  the  Indian  problem  and  who  had  been  studying 
it  for  years. 

But  their  suggestions  were  all  laid  aside,  no  doubt  under  pres- 
sure irresistible,  and  a  political  appointment  made  of  a  very  able  and 
excellent  gentleman,  it  is  true,  but  one  who  avowedly  knew  nothing 
especial  about  the  Indians,  and  had  not  been  especially  interested  in 
their  civilization  previously.  If  it  must  be  a  novus  homo^  thus  re- 
warded for  political  support  of  the  new  administration,  perhaps  there 
could  not  have  been  a  better  personal  selection  made.  Grant  this, 
but  look  at  the  loss  the  service  suffers  from  the  necessity  he  is  under 
to  study  the  whole  subject  ab  initio.  General  Morgan  for  four  years 
had  administered  the  office  with  rare  fidelity,  ability,  zeal,  and  intelli- 
gence. He  had  acquired  in  those  four  years  a  thorough  grasp  of  the 
situation.  He  was  full  of  his  subject :  he  had  considered  it  for  years 
previously.  Thoroughly  in  harmony  with  the  most  progressive  and 
most  highly  organized  sentiment  of  Indian  workers  and  philanthro- 
pists combined,  he  was  trying  to  solve  the  vexed  problem  on  the  best 
lines. 

Concede  that  he  made  mistakes.  Few  men  do  not,  who  have 
the  enthusiasm  to  accomplish  great  things.  He  had  a  policy:  he 
knew  the  field  thoroughly.  He  was  eager  to  work  out  his  policy  to 
the  end,  and  willing  to  make  great  personal  sacrifices.  But  he  was  a 
partisan, —  a  campaign  biographer  and  strong  supporter  of  the  de- 
feated candidate  for  the  Presidency, —  and  his  retention  under  the 
spoils  system  could  not  be  thought  of.  That  he  was  a  partisan  from 
conscience,  and  conscientious  to  the  backbone, —  for  he  had  a  back- 
bone,—  could  not  remove  the  disqualification.  The  reward  of  office 
must  needs  go  to  those  who  have  contributed  in  some  way  to  the  elec- 
tion of  the  new  man. 

It  is  not  an  over-honest  system;  it  is  not  in  the  interest  of  the 
American  pfeople  whose  interest  a  President  is  elected  to  serve.     Oh 
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for  a  ruler  not  only  of  clear  vision  enough  to  see  this,  but  of  power 
to  tear  asunder  the  habit  of  regarding  this  high  office  as  one  to  be 
paid  for  by  scattering  broadcast  rewards.  For  see  the  result.  In- 
stead of  four  years'  training  in  a  somewhat  perfect  knowledge  of  the 
Indian  question,  the  new  incumbent  must  set  to  work  at  the  founda- 
tion, and  acquire  the  necessary  familiarity  with  this  most  complicated 
of  government  questions.  Meanwhile  he  must  depend  upon  such  ad- 
vice, prejudiced  or  not,  as  he  can  obtain.  Perchance  a  new  line  of 
policy  will  be  adopted  :  the  old  fabric  is  to  be  destroyed,  and  a  new 
one  built  up  on  its  ruins.  Worse  than  all,  as  all  experience  shows, 
and  recent  experience  most  of  all,  it  is  customary  to  replace  the 
various  agents,  inspectors,  etc.,  who  are  supposed  to  be  anti-adminis- 
traiionists,  by  new  men,  most  of  whom  have  everything  to  learn,  and 
who  are  not  to  be  appointed  solely  with  reference  to  their  fitness.  It 
is  not  the  dishonest,  the  incapable,  the  unsuccessful,  who  are  to  be 
displaced,  but  good  and  bad  alike,  and  excellent  incumbents  often 
in  the  midst  of  valuable  schemes  which  they  are  developing  for  the 
good  of  their  wards. 

Very  disastrous  to  successful  administration  from  any  business 
point  of  view  is  this  most  unbusiness-like  and  p>ernicious  system. 
When  is  the  day  to  come,  when,  with  ears  closed  to  interested  parties 
and  politicians,  a  President  will  be  allowed  by  public  opinion  to  ob- 
serve and  investigate  deliberately  on  his  own  initiative  the  merits  of 
all  incumbents  of  offices  in  his  gift,  and  retain  or  dismiss  for  merit 
or  demerit  only  ?  Not  till  then  will  it  be  possible  to  administer  the 
Indian  Office  so  as  with  reasonable  celerity  and  humanity  to  solve  the 
troublesome  problem  it  presents. 

One  can  scarce  avoid  dealing  in  platitudes  upon  this  subject  of 
merit  appointments,  the  evident  need  of  a  revolution  of  methods  hav- 
ing been  dinned  into  the  public  ear  so  continually  for  the  last  quarter 
of  a  century.  Vainly  do  corrupt  politicians,  seconded  by  honest 
partisans,  blind  in  their  zeal  for  party  success,  seek  to  throw  dust 
in  the  popular  eye  in  this  respect.  They  cannot  pervert  into  honesty 
and  purity  a  system  which,  by  appointing  to  office  men  who  are 
unpatriotic,  and  often  not  overburdened  with  conscience,  who  in  ad- 
dition know  nothing  of  the  work  they  are  to  do,  and  who,  therefore, 
do  everything  wrong,  may  cost  the  country  millions  of  dollars  more 
every  year  than  the  same  work  would  cost  if  performed  by  men  of 
the  greatest  fitness,  such  as  a  merchant  would  select  for  his  own  busi- 
ness. An  occasional  exception,  where  an  appointee  turns  out  as  if 
by  accident  to  be  well  fitted  for  his  duties,  does  not  much  alter  the 
evil  of  the  system,  which  is  detrimental  and  scandalous  beyond  the 
power  of  words  to  express. 

It  grows  more  and  more  evident,  as  the  industries  of  this  country 
develop  a  competition  for  the  ablest  workers,  of  how  much  greater 
value  men  are  who  are  skilled  and  fitted  for  their  specialty  than  the 
ordinary  workman,  uninterested,  slack,  or  of  small  capacity.  At 
Homestead,  during  the  late  strike,  it  was  brought  out  by  the  Con- 
gressional investigation  that  as  much  as  $3,000  per  annum  wages 
were  paid  by  the  Carnegie  works  to  certain  skilled  mechanics,  while 
untrained  workmen  could  be  had  in  abundance  for  $9  per  week. 
Perhaps  this  proportion  of  less  than  $500  to  $3,000  is  a  fair  measure 
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of  the  relative  value  to  the  United  States  government  of  the  average 
party  worker,  as  compared  with  men  well  drilled,  and  selected  for 
their  experience  and  special  success  in  the  task  assigned  to  them. 
Is  it  honorable  for  us  to  load  the  American  tax-payers  with  all  this 
incubus  of  waste  and  defective  work,  to  satisfy  the  obligation  of  a 
party  to  those  who  put  it  in  power,  or  of  a  holder  of  office  to  the  in- 
dividuals who  helped  to  elevate  him  ?  I  make  no  personal  reference, 
truly  believing  that  the  personal  intentions  of  the  recent  occupants 
of  the  presidential  chair  have  been  exceptionally  correct.  They 
yielded  to  the  sophistry  of  the  moment ;  and,  being  convinced  that 
the  principles  represented  by  their  respective  parties  were  right,  and 
that  the  party  machine  must  be  kept  in  good  repair,  they  seem  to  me 
to  have  surrendered  to  the  importunity  of  more  politic  men  about 
them.  They  have  presented  a  certain  front  of  opposition,  but  have 
been  compelled  to  bow  to  the  storm,  and  thus  unwittingly  sacrificed 
absolutely  honest  government  to  the  welfare  of  a  party.  Have  they 
not  thus  subordinated  the  interests  of  the  whole  people  to  those  of  a 
portion  with  which  they  were  concerned  ?  The  strength  of  precedent, 
dating  back  to  the  term  of  Andrew  Jackson,  has  been  too  much  for 
them,  backed  as  it  is  by  the  veto  power  of  the  Senate.  In  the  case 
of  Indian  agents,  this  veto  power  has  of  late  been  shamefully  abused 
by  attempts  to  foist  political  favorites,  or  those  expected  to  favor 
corrupt  schemes,  on  the  President  by  the  specious  cry  of  "home 
rule."  There  is  no  sense,  or  applicability  of  the  British  phrase 
used,  in  this  connection  ;  and  the  home  rule  people  —  that  is,  people 
from  the  section  where  the  agency  is  situated  —  are,  as  a  class,  the 
worst  from  whom  to  choose  agents. 

For  this,  as  for  the  other  evils  referred  to,  it  is  the  system  that  is 
responsible, —  the  system  of  party  rewards,  a  system  rotten  to  the 
core,  and  incapable,  impossible,  of  the  best  results ;  and,  if  the  pres- 
ent administration  can  extract  from  it  good  results,  it  will  be  doing 
what  General  S.  C.  Armstrong  once  told  us  we  were  made  to  do, — 
impossibilities. 

For  all  appointments  in  the  Indian  service,  those  of  Indian  agents 
included,  the  great  advantage  of  merit  examinations  is  that  they 
take  the  service  out  of  the  arena  of  politics,  and  make  of  it  as  near 
a  perfect  organization  as  is  possible  for  the  attainment  of  its  objects, 
—  nearer  perfect  than  any  government  department  can  be  which  is 
composed  of  rewarded  politicians. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  this  paper,  however,  not  to  limit  its  criticism  to 
the  necessity  it  recognizes  of  increased  civil  service  examinations. 
We  want  to  strike  at  the  root  of  the  corrupt  tree.  We  need  to  bear 
in  mind,  continually,  that  continuity  of  tenure  is  essential  to  a  good 
organization ;  that  change  is,  in  itself,  a  disadvantage,  and  involves 
loss,  and  especially  frequent  changes  and  sweeping  changes,  which 
wipe  out  at  a  swoop  half-perfected  plans,  well  conceived  and  devel- 
oped in  our  brain,  and  now  crushed  in  emljryo. 

Whatever  method  of  appointment  is  adopted,  therefore,  to  replace 
removals,  that  system  is  vitally  and  fundamentally  defective  which 
goes  on  the  assumption  that,  on  a  change  of  administration,  the  pres- 
ent incumbents  are  to  be  turned  out.  There  ought  to  be  no  re- 
movals except  for  unfitness.     In  point  of  fact,  it  were  better  to  keep 
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many  an  inadequate  man  in,  with  the  knowledge  he  has  acquired  of 
duties  and  conditions,  than  encounter  the  probability  of  newly  ap- 
pointing the  same  percentage  of  inadequates,  with  the  further  disad- 
vantage of  ignorance  and  inexperience. 

It  is  easy  for  political  opponents  to  conjure  up  charges  against 
the  best  of  men,  especially  if  some  one  wants  to  line  his  own  nest 
with  plucked  feathers.  Without  Andrew  Jackson's  aid,  the  tendency 
is  strong  enough  to  pick  flaws  in  the  conduct  of  the  most  meritorious, 
if  they  are  regarded  as  belonging  to  an  enemy's  camp,  and  bearing 
the  stigma  of  spies.  But,  if  ejection  is  the  recognized  and  familiar 
sequence  of  a  change  of  parties,  and  no  proof  of  incompetency  is 
required,  the  case  is  still  worse.  Then  the  political  besom  sweeps 
all  before  it,  and  leaves  the  entire  service  without  the  benefit  of 
experience. 

And  what  a  terrible  task  this  vicious  system  imposes  on  the  ap- 
pointing power!  With  sympathy  we  all  remember  the  significant 
withdrawal  of  the  President  to  Buzzard's  Bay,  immediately  after  the 
assembling  of  Congress  under  the  late  call  for  a  special  session,  and 
how  he  caused  it  to  be  given  out  through  the  press  that  he  had  not 
sufficiently  recovered  from  the  strain  to  which  his  health  had  been 
subjected  during  the  months  since  his  inauguration,  to  endure  the 
fatigues  of  a  Congressional  session.  He  had  then  been  in  office  five 
months,  and  a  great  part  of  the  time  and  attention  of  this  potentate 
had  been  taken  up  with  considering  appeals  for  place. 

It  is  hardly  too  much  to  estimate  that  from  one-sixth  to  one-fourth 
of  the  President's  time  is  consumed,  wasted,  worse  than  wasted, 
in  this  way.  That  important  time,  which  the  nation  reasonably  ex- 
pects will  be  devoted  to  the  greater  interests  of  the  common  weal,  is 
frittered  away  upon  the  claims  of  people  who  want  office  themselves. 

Instead  of  that,  the  Executive  ought  to  be  left  undisturbed  by  the 
seekers  for  office,  and  free  to  elect  what  offices  should  be  vacated,  for 
the  common  good,  and  unfettered  in  the  choice  of  the  fittest  men 
to  fill  them.  Perhaps  no  waste  of  the  people's  money,  not  even  the 
waste  of  corruption,  equals  that  arising  from  this  squandering  of  the 
President's  time,  and  the  inexperience  and  incompetency  in  the  va- 
rious branches  of  the  public  service,  inseparable  from  political  ap- 
pointments. 

No  department  of  this  service  feels  the  disadvantage  more  keenly 
than  the  Indian  Bureau,  and  this  from  a  number  of  causes.  In  the 
first  place,  every  new  man  has  an  immense  amount  to  learn,  owing 
to  the  different  point  of  view  from  which  Indians  regard  things,  the 
small  amount  of  English  spoken  by  them,  the  great  diversity  of  con- 
ditions of  the  tribes,  the  complexity  and  variety  of  the  treaty  stipula- 
tions, and  the  confusing  theories  of  governmental  relation,  which 
have  prevailed  at  different  stages  of  our  history, —  all  together  mak- 
ing a  study  of  the  Indian  question  resemble  a  complex  science.  A 
presidential  term  is  all  too  short  for  an  agent  or  other  government 
employee  to  familiarize  himself  with  the  work. 

And,  besides  this,  the  remoteness  of  the  Indians  from  the  seat  of 
government,  and  their  scattered  condition,  offer  unusual  facilities  for 
fraud  and  robbery  by  crafty  rings.  The  Indian  country  is,  for  the 
most  part,  comparatively  unsettled  and  uncivilized:   it,   therefore, 
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contains  a  larger  than  the  average  percentage  of  adventurers  and 
outlaws  and  half-civilized  white  men,  for  many  of  whom  both  the 
United  States  Treasury  and  the  defenceless  red  man  appear  fair 
game.  In  consequence,  the  cunning  and  insidious  devices  of  dis- 
honest men  to  influence  the  appointing  power  against  incorruptible 
incumbents  and  in  favor  of  some  confederate  lead  to  continual  mis- 
takes in  appointments,  almost  unavoidably. 

The  picture  I  have  drawn  is  dark ;  but  is  it  darker  than  the  facts 
warrant,  even  to-day  ? 

For  all  this  there  are  two  remedies,  perhaps  as  near  perfect  as  the 
situation  admits,  and  not  more  drastic  than  it  will  allow. 

1.  Do  away  entirely  with  the  custom  of  changing  the  subordinate 
personnel  with  every  change  of  administration.  Let  the  tenure  of 
their  office  be  permanent  during  good  behavior. 

2.  When  changes  must  be  made,  prohibit  political  influence,  under 
heavy  penalties,  and  extend  the  merit  system  to  every  important 
position  under  government,  except  the  heads  of  departments. 

In  spite  of  the  opinion  of  many  politicians,  that  the  importance 
of  the  integrity  of  a  political  organization  surmounts  every  other 
consideration;  notwithstanding  the  argument,  so  often  heard  from 
politicians  in  office,  that  they  can  make  better  appointments  than  any 
civil  service  examination  will  secure ;  experience  shows  that  the  only 
real  safety  lies  in  this  somewhat  mechanical  but  reliable  recourse. 

The  country  cannot  afford  to  degrade  government  bureaus  to  the 
ignominious  position  of  hospitals  for  ward  workers. 

It  may  be  possible  to  improve  the  merit  system  ;  but,  at  its  very 
worst,  it  is  better  than  the  process  of  "  vindicating  "  defeated  candi- 
dates, and  rewarding  local  "  heelers  and  rounders  "  by  saddling  them 
on  the  national  treasury,  with  little  or  no  reference  to  their  qualifica- 
tions for  the  place  to  which  they  are  appointed.  The  merit  system 
would  retain  the  men  best  fitted  for  its  duties. 

Having  used  plain  English,  and  unavoidably  illustrated  my  mean- 
ing by  particular  references,  I  cannot  conclude  without  reiterating  the 
high  opinion  already  expressed  of  the  last  two  Commissioners  and 
the  two  Presidents  whose  administrations  have  furnished  the  most 
ready  illustration  of  the  spoils  system.  I  know  the  extreme  difficulty 
of  escaping  from  its  toils,  after  precedent  so  long  established. 
I  know,  too,  that  President  Harrison,  and,  inferentially,  President 
Cleveland,  regarded  it  as  a  necessary  evil.  In  this  I  beg  to  differ 
from  them  in  toto ;  and  the  fact  that  the  evil  grows  upon  us,  even 
under  the  best-intentioned  Presidents,  is  the  clearest  possible  proof 
that  there  is  no  remedy  short  of  eradicating  the  idea  of  reward  for 
party  services,  virtually  paid  by  the  nation,  and,  therefore,  out  of  the 
pockets  of  all  parties,  entirely  from  the  theory  of  our  government. 

A  paper  on  "  Civil  Service  in  the  United  States  Indian  Service  " 
was  read  by  Charles  F.  Meserve,  superintendent  United  States  Indus- 
trial School,  Kansas. 
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CIVIL  SERVICE  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES 
INDIAN   SERVICE. 

BY     CHARLES     F.     MESERVK, 
SUPERINTENDENT   UNITED  STATES   INDIAN  TRAINING  SCHOOL,   KANSAS. 

A  few  weeks  since  I  received  an  invitation  from  our  genial  host  to 
come  up  to  this  ** delectable  mount"  to  attend  the  annual  Indian 
Conference,  and  present  a  paper  on  some  subject  of  importance  re- 
lating to  the  Indian  work.  There  is  no  subject  more  vital  than  the 
securing  of  continuity  of  efficient  service  in  schools  and  upon  reserva- 
tions. For  this  reason  I  selected  the  above  subject,  and  shall  discuss 
it  very  briefly ;  for  my  field  of  observation  does  not  cover  the  entire 
country. 

I  may  be  open  to  criticism  for  presenting  this  subject  to  the  Con- 
ference, on  the  ground  that  I  am  a  beneficiary  of  these  rules  and  reg- 
ulations ;  but  I  wish  to  say  in  defence  that  I  do  not  expect  to  pass 
the  entire  active  period  of  my  life  in  the  Indian  service,  and,  further, 
that  I  was  allowed  to  put  into  practical  operation  the  spirit  of  these 
rules  for  nearly  three  years  before  they  were  adopted. 

Soon  after  I  became  superintendent  of  Haskell  Institute  the  Com- 
missioner of  Indian  Affairs  wrote,  saying  that  I  should  be  held 
strictly  accountable  for  results,  and  personally  responsible  for  the 
administration  of  every  department  of  the  Institute.  I  should  have 
been  terrified  at  these  instructions,  had  the  letter  stopped  at  this 
point,  with  the  spoils  system  in  full  operation,  dictating  who  my  fel- 
low-workers should  be.  I  was,  however,  informed  that  the  selection 
of  all  employees  would  be  in  my  own  hands,  subject  of  course,  to  the 
approval  of  the  department.  Upon  receipt  of  these  instructions  I 
called  a  meeting  of  the  employees  and  read  the  Commissioner's  letter, 
and  stated  that  character,  fitness,  and  efficient  service  would  be  the 
sole  tenure  of  office  at  Haskell  Institute;  that  race,  religion,  and 
previous  condition  of  political  service  or  servitude  would  cut  no 
figure.  After  passing  through  the  perplexities  and  annoyances  that 
would  naturally  be  experienced  after  making  an  announcement  of 
this  sort  and  in  entirely  disregarding  political  influence,  I  found  there 
was  on  the  part  of  employees  a  feeling  of  security  which  resulted  in 
increased  efficiency  and  a  more  buoyant  spirit  in  the  performance  of 
daily  duties.  Few  changes  were  made,  and  these  only  on  account 
of  inefficiency,  or  voluntarily  retiring  to  enter  other  pursuits.  When 
vacancies  occurred,  they  were  filled  only  after  careful  inquiry,  and^ 
when  possible,  personal  observation  as  to  character,  fitness,  and 
efficiency.  This  policy  of  administration  and  method  of  appointment 
was  faithfully  carried  out  and  in  operation  when  the  civil  service 
rules  went  into  effect  a  year  ago  last  spring.  At  that  time  the  posi- 
tion of  superintendent,  assistant  superintendent,  physician,  matron, 
and  teacher  came  under  the  civil  service  rules ;  and  fourteen  of  the 
thirty-seven  employees  at  Haskell  Institute  were  placed  beyond  the 
reach  and  influence  of  political  patronage.  For  years  before  I  en* 
tered  the  government  service  I  had  believed  in  and  advocated  civil 
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service,  wherever  practicable,  in  the  performance  of  public  duties  in 
city,  State,  and  nation.  During  the  year  and  a  half  that  the  civil 
service  rules  and  regulations  have  been  in  force  I  believe  great  good 
has  been  accomplished,  and  that  the  service,  to  say  the  least,  has  not 
retrograded  during  the  brief  time  that  has  elapsed  since  it  has  been 
transferred  from  one  administration  to  another.  Civil  service  had 
been  practically  in  operation  at  Haskell  Institute  before  the  rules 
and  regulations  made  it  compulsory,  and  so  I  see  no  change  since 
its  adoption.  It  is  my  candid  judgment  that  most  of  the  objections 
that  have  been  raised  against  civil  service  have  been  imaginary  rather 
than  real.  I  find  it  no  more  difficult  now  to  be  relieved  of  incompetent 
employees  than  in  the  past,  and  the  experienced  and  efficient  who 
desire  to  remain  are  all  retained.  In  a  few  instances,  I  have  found 
employees  who  had  passed  the  civil  service  examination  incompetent; 
and,  upon  reporting  the  facts  to  the  proper  authorities,  they  were 
promptly  relieved.  It  is  much  easier  now  to  get  rid  of  inefficient 
employees  than  under  the  patronage  system ;  for  then  the  inefficient 
employee  had  recourse  to  some  prominent  political  friend,  who  would 
bring  his  influence  to  bear  upon  the  department  to  have  him  retained, 
regardless  of  efficiency,  but  rather  on  the  score  of  party  reward  or 
party  fealty  or  political  necessity. 

Although  only  sixteen  of  the  thirty-seven  positions  at  Haskell  In- 
stitute are  covered  by  the  civil  service,  it  is  a  matter  of  fact  that  the 
spirit  of  the  civil  service  covers  them  all ;  and  be  it  said  to  the  credit 
of  the  present  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  that  not  one  change 
has  yet  been  made  at  Haskell  Institute  for  political  reasons.  All  of 
the  former  employees,  with  three  exceptions,  are  still  in  the  service. 
These  three  resigned  of  their  own  free  will,  and  without  any  political 
pressure  of  any  kind  whatever;  and  their  places  were  satisfactorily 
filled  by  transfers  from  other  schools,  in  accordance  with  the  rules 
and  regulations  of  the  civil  service.  It  is  frequently  said  that  a  man's 
fitness  for  a  position  can  only  be  shown  by  experience.  This  I  be- 
lieve to  be  true  and  this  is  recognized  by  the  civil  service  in  putting 
the  appointee  under  a  period  of  probation,  that  fitness  and  ability  or 
a  lack  of  one  or  both  may  be  shown.  It  is  my  opinion  that  the  Ind- 
ian service  would  be  still  further  improved  by  placing  every  position, 
both  in  schools  and  on  reservations,  under  the  civil  service.  It  is 
sometimes  said  that  it  would  be  impracticable  to  select  agents  and 
other  employees  not  now  protected  by  the  civil  service  by  a  competi- 
tive examination.  I  believe,  however,  that  a  set  of  practical  ques- 
tions can  be  so  framed  as  to  improve  upon  the  present  method, —  not 
that  suitable  candidates  would  always  be  obtained,  but  there  would 
be  as  large  a  per  cent,  successful  as  in  the  positions  already  pro- 
tected. At  least  there  would  be  fewer  failures  than  under  the  system 
of  party  rewards. 

During  the  last  six  weeks  I  have  spent  considerable  time  soliciting 
pupils  among  seven  different  tribes  in  Kansas  and  Oklahoma  Terri- 
tory. I  have  observed  carefully  and  asked  many  questions,  and  find 
that  there  never  have  been  so  few  changes  in  employees  on  account 
of  change  of  administration  as  during  the  last  few  months.  Two  gen- 
tlemen, who  have  been  in  the  Indian  service  ten  and  twenty  years 
respectively,  confirm   this  statement.     This   should  be  a  source  of 
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supreme  gratification  to  every  friend  of  the  Indian  cause,  and,  in 
view  of  the  continuance  of  the  efficient  service  of  the  last  few  years, 
should  be  an  incentive  to  work  for  an  extension  of  the  service.  I 
recognize  full  well  that  no  cause,  however  good  and  meritorious,  of  a 
public  nature,  can  go  far  in  advance  of  public  opinion.  There  is 
now,  however,  a  vantage-ground  upon  which  to  stand  and  plan  a 
movement  forward.  There  is  a  growing  feeling  on  the  part  of  the 
people  at  large  that  the  people's  money  should  be  spent  as  economi- 
cally and  wisely  as  citizens  and  business  men  spend  their  money  in 
their  business  and  private  affairs. 

I  believe  it  would  be  wise  for  this  Conference  to  express  to  the 
present  Commissioner,  Judge  Browning,  their  appreciation  of  his 
course  in  carrying  out  the  rules  and  regulations  that  were  adopted 
during  a  preceding  administration,  and  by  the  advice  of  a  preceding 
Commissioner.  That  Commissioner  Browning  is  honestly  striving  to 
carry  out  the  civil  service  rules  and  regulations  I  believe  is  recog- 
nized by  all  who  are  acquainted  with  his  administration ;  and,  in  this 
line,  it  is  interesting  to  quote  an  extract  from  a  letter  received  from 
him  a  few  months  ago  :  — 

I  will  say  that  I  shall  carefully  endeavor  to  carry  out  the  civil  service  law  and 
regulations.  My  purpose  shall  be  to  earnestly  carry  on  the  work  of  education 
among  Indians.  I  have  no  political  or  personal  ends  to  serve,  and  no  motive  to 
lead  me  to  interfere  with  efficient  employees.  My  desire  is  for  the  highest  efficiency 
of  the  Indian  service. 

Few  people  are  aware  of  the  amount  of  political  pressure  that  has 
been  brought  to  bear,  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  upon  the  officials 
at  Washington  to  overthrow  the  civil  service;  and,  where  these  at- 
tempts have  been  so  valiantly  and  so  successfully  resisted,  there 
should  be  only  words  of  the  highest  commendation. 

The  subject  was  then  thrown  open  for  general  discussion. 

Gen.  O.  O.  Howard.  —  We  have  thought  that,  as  the  army  and 
navy  are  comparatively  free  from  political  bias,  we  might  easily  have 
organized  an  Indian  department  free  from  political  bias.  I  do  not 
know  what  we  are  going  to  do  under  our  present  form  of  election. 
If  we  could  get  a  czar  and  have  him  perfect  we  might  go  on ;  but, 
as  long  as  each  new  administration  has  a  new  policy,  it  is  difficult  to 
see  how  it  can  carry  out  that  new  policy  without  there  being  changes 
of  appointments.  It  would  be  a  dreadful  burden,  for  instance,  for 
the  Democratic  administration  to  employ  opposing  Republicans  alto- 
gether or  in  great  numbers. 

Mr.  Welsh.  —  I  have  said  in  my  paper  that  I  heartily  approve  the 
moderate  and  cautious  use  of  the  policy  of  appointing  army  officers. 
I  defended  this  system  personally  in  a  conversation  with  President 
Cleveland,  but  I  think  decidedly  that  no  competent  man  ought  to 
be  removed  for  any  one  else.  That  is  the  foundation-stone  of  civil 
service  reform. 

Gen.  Howard.  —  I  myself  have  always  been  opposed  to  the  turn- 
ing of  this  work  over  to  army  officers.  I  oppose  it  on  account  of  the 
army,  because  the  army  officers  have  their  own  work  to  do.  There 
might  be  new  commissions  issued  and  a  force  so  organized  in  connec- 
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tion  with  the  army  which  would  especially  have  charge  of  that  work ; 
but  I  decidedly  prefer  a  civilian  agent,  all  things  being  considered. 

Capt.  WoTHERSPooN.  —  It  strikes  me  that  the  utilization  of  the 
army  officer  as  an  Indian  agent  is  directly  opposed  to  this  civil 
service  proposition,  as  I  understand  it.  If  we  are  to  have  perma- 
nency in  office  as  a  prerequisite  to  efficient  work  in  the  Indian 
service,  then  the  army  officer  is  not  in  that  line,  unless  the  army  has 
an  additional  class  for  Indian  agents.  There  is  nothing  among  the 
army  officers  as  a  class  that  especially  fits  them  to  become  Indian 
agents,  except  long  association  with  Indians  and  knowledge  of  their 
habits  and  customs.  If  an  army  officer  is  detailed  for  that  work,  it 
is  generally  contrary  to  his  desire.  It  means  banishment  and  separa- 
tion from  companions,  and  assignment  to  work  for  which  he  is  not 
educated.  I  do  not  think  an  army  officer  should  be  used  except  as 
a  stop-gap,  until  a  proper  law  can  be  passed,  applying  civil  service 
to  the  Indian  service  from  its  top  to  its  bottom.  My  own  experience 
is  this  as  ^uasi-sigeni.  When  I  come  to  take  charge,  I  find  my  doctor 
is  a  blacksmith,  appointed  by  Senator  Soand-so.  My  carpenter  is 
an  indifferent  saddler,  my  saddler  nothing,  and  my  clerk  the  polit- 
ical henchman  of  some  politician.  How  can  we  do  efficient  work 
unless  we  can  appoint  our  own  employees  and  be  responsible  to  the 
heads  of  our  department,  as  in  military  service  ?  Give  us  these,  and 
we  can  do  good  work.  I  have  one  interpreter  who  has  a  salary  of 
one  hundred  dollars  a  month,  and  his  fitness  consists  in  a  perfect 
knowledge  of  the  Apache  language.  I  have  had  nearly  five  hundred 
applications  from  politicians,  backed  by  Senators  and  Congressmen, 
to  discharge  this  man,  and  put  in  people  who  never  saw  an  Apache  in 
their  lives  and  know  absolutely  nothing  of  the  language.  Yet  my 
clerk  must  act  as  interpreter  for  the  Apaches.  Unless  he  can  do  this, 
he  is  of  no  use. 

President  Gates.  —  That  is  a  fine  example  of  the  spoils  system! 

Capt.  WoTHERSPOON.  —  The  army  does  not  want  this  duty.  The 
officers  will  do  their  best,  when  assigned ;  but  they  do  not  desire  it. 
They  look  upon  it  as  a  misfortune ;  and  I  assure  you,  so  far  as  an 
officer  is  concerned,  he  will  escape  the  duty  if  he  can.  The  tendency 
will  be  to  assign  officers  who  will  endeavor  to  escape ;  and  they  will 
be  sifted  down  to  the  rather  indifferent  ones,  who  have  no  par- 
ticular talent,  who  will  try  to  do  as  little  as  they  can  and  escape 
responsibility. 

Dr.  LiPPiNCOTT.  — I  am  glad  this  question  comes  up  for  discussion. 
The  old  spoils  system  is  so  bad  that  I  don't  think  we  could  be  worse 
off  if  we  escape  from  it  to  anything  else.  Just  two  or  three  points, 
and  these  come  out  pretty  clearly  in  Mr.  Meserve's  address.  I  under- 
stand from  what  he  says  that  permanency  in  tenure  of  office  is  pretty 
nearly  preserved  under  the  civil  service  rule.  That  is  a  great  gain. 
I  understand  also  that  it  is  not  very  difficult  to  get  rid  of  inefficient 
helpers  in  the  Indian  service.  That  is  a  great  gain.  Now,  the  ques- 
tion we  want  to  ask  is  with  reference  to  original  appointments.  It 
the  man  at  the  head  is  made  responsible  for  the  work,  and  in  each 
particular  case  selects  all  of  his  employees,  the  advantages  would  be 
in  the  character  and  capacity  of  the  man  at  the  head.  Under  these 
civil  service  rules,  is  it  possible,  when  a  superintendent  knows  a 
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teacher  who  is  fitted  by  character  and  ability  to  do  the  work,  to  have 
that  person  appointed  without  an  examination  under  these  rules  ? 

Answer. —  No,  sir, —  no,  sir. 

Dr.  LiPPiNCOTT. —  I,  for  one,  would  say  that  is  wrong.  I  have 
been  a  good  while  in  school  work,  and  know  something  about  schools 
in  every  grade  from  the  primary  to  the  highest.  Long  observation 
and  experience  give  knowledge.  There  are  many  heaven-born 
teachers,  who  were  teachers  because  they  were  bom  to  the  profes- 
sion ;  but,  after  eight  or  ten  or  twelve  years  of  successful  service,  they 
might  be  unable  to  pass  the  technical  examination  which  is  set.  I 
think  there  ought  to  be  some  modification  of  the  rules  by  which  such 
teachers  should  be  appointed.  Let  us  suppose  that  a  teacher  of 
capacity  and  character,  who  has  had  success  in  teaching,  lives  in  New 
Jersey.  The  superintendent  of  a  school  in  Arizona  has  a  vacant  place 
for  which  he  knows  this  teacher  is  eminently  qualified.  If  the 
teacher  is  able  to  pass  the  civil  service  examination,  must  he  go  to 
Arizona  to  take  it  ? 

Answer. —  No:  they  can  take  examinations  at  any  examination 
point. 

Dr.  LiPPiNCOTT. —  I  think  there  ought  to  be  a  little  easing  up  of 
the  rules. 

Mr.  Garrett  —  I  think  the  rules  could  be  modified  a  little,  but  I 
think  the  defect  is  this :  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  get  such  a 
teacher  under  existing  laws.  The  spoils  system  is  so  unutterably 
bad  that  it  ought  to  be  overthrown  anyway. 

Senator  Dawes. —  There  came  up  to  the  House  from  the  Senate  a 
mandatory  clause  commanding  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
substitute  an  army  officer  for  their  Indian  agent  when  his  time  ex- 
pired, under  all  circumstances  and  in  every  place  and  in  every  quar- 
ter, without  qualification.  But  that  was  modified  in  such  a  way  that 
the  phraseology  of  the  old  law  was  incorporated  into  the  new  law  as 
near  as  those  who  had  it  in  charge  could  make  it. 

Dr.  Proudfit. —  I  want  to  call  attention  to  one  argument  which 
has  been  left  out,  in  behalf  of  making  the  Indian  service  under  the 
civil  service  rules ;  and  that  is  the  argument  of  humanity.  I  am  an 
original  civil  service  reformer.  If  there  is  any  one  department  which 
ought  to  commend  itself  to  everybody  without  regard  to  politics  as 
pre-eminently  requiring  to  be  administered  on  civil  service  reform 
principles,  it  is  the  Indian  department.  Why?  Has  not  experience 
taught  us  that  it  is  utterly  ruinous  to  administer  it  on  any  other  prin- 
ciples ?  It  makes  little  difference  whether  our  letters  are  delivered 
twenty-four  hours  earlier  or  later,  whether  we  lose  a  few  hundred  dol- 
lars in  the  ordnance  department  of  the  army  or  navy ;  but  I  tell  you 
it  makes  all  the  difference  in  the  world  whether  you  are  going  to  put  a 
man  in  office,  for  political  reasons,  who  will  mismanage  a  department 
where  the  bodies  and  souls  of  men  and  women  are  concerned.  You 
put  in  an  ignorant,  corrupt,  inefficient  man,  you  put  in  place-men, 
a  man  who  is  "  on  the  make  " ;  and  what  is  the  result  ?  It  is  demor- 
alization to  the  Indians.  We  know  that.  That  argument  has  been 
left  out  this  morning.  I  could  not  let  it  go  by.  Whatever  we  may 
think  about  the  post-office  or  any  other  material  department,  when 
we  come  to  deal  with  the  bodies  and  souls  of  these  Indians  who  are 
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the  wards  of  the  nation,  who  were  the  original  holders  of  the  soil, 
we  are  responsible  before  God,  and  should  give  them  an  administra- 
tion that  will  put  their  mental,  moral,  and  spiritual  interests  above  all. 

Dr.  Warner. —  I  want  to  emphasize  one  or  two  points.  The  ex- 
pression, the  "  spirit  of  the  civil  service  reform,"  has  been  used :  that 
is  a  distinction  that  we  want  to  keep  in  mind.  The  department 
which  has  been  placed  under  the  civil  service  rules  has  been  well 
administered,  and  little  complaint  has  been  made  where  the  civil 
service  laws  have  been  fulfilled.  On  the  other  hand,  when  you  come 
to  talk  about  the  spirit  of  civil  service  reform,  it  is  a  different  mat- 
ter. In  neither  of  the  past  administrations  has  any  considerable 
effort  been  made  to  carry  out  the  spirit.  I  do  not  think  that  post- 
masters are  appointed  with  any  more  care  than  they  were  eight  or 
twelve  years  ago,  and  I  do  not  think  there  are  fewer  changes.  That 
leads  me  to  the  point  that  I  want  to  emphasize :  that  the  great  fault 
of  the  appointment  system  is  not  the  bad  appointments,  it  is  the  lack 
of  continuity  in  office.  It  is  not  that  we  have  bad  postmasters.  Of 
course  there  are  some  bad.  The  great  trouble  is  not  bad  men,  but 
that  every  four  years  we  have  had  new  men  who  have  all  the  work  to 
learn.  The  great  advantage  of  the  civil  service  law  is  that  we  get 
continued  office.  If  I  understand  the  question,  this  law  cannot  apply 
to  the  Indian  agents.  The  office  of  the  Indian  agent  is  still  a  politi- 
cal office;  and,  except  so  far  as  army  officers  may  be  put  in,  it  is 
likely  to  remain  so  for  the  present.  It  may  be  impracticable  to  put 
that  under  the  civil  service  rule.  I  am  sorry,  because  I  have  little 
hope  of  making  the  service  continuous  unless  it  can  be  brought  under 
the  civil  service  rules.  If  it  is  impossible  to  do  that,  it  should  be 
urged  upon  the  administration  that  the  spirit  should  be  such  as  to 
take  the  appointment  of  Indian  agents  out  of  the  realm  of  politics. 
If  agents  must  be  appointed  as  now,  we  should  urge  that  no  agent  be 
removed  who  is  doing  good  service,  that  no  politician  should  look  to 
an  Indian  agency  as  a  place  where  he  can  put  in  a  friend. 

Mr.  J.  E.  Greene. —  About  ten  years  ago  I  was  in  Washington; 
and  Senator  Hoar  introduced  me  to  Senator  Pendleton,  remarking, 
"  Mr.  Greene  is  a  follower  of  yours."  "  Yes,"  I  said,  "  I  have  been 
advocating  civil  service  reform  in  my  paper  for  about  fourteen  years." 
"  Oh,"  said  he,  with  his  courtly  bow :  "  then  I  am  a  follower  of  yours, 
sir." 

President  Gates. —  You  must  have  begun  with  Senator  Jenckes,  of 
Rhode  Island. 

Mr.  Greene. — Yes,  I  had  the  honor  of  advocating  his  bill,  al- 
though not  approving  all  its  details.  About  two  and  a  half  years 
ago  I  was  appointed  postmaster  at  Worcester.  I  do  not  defend  my 
appointment.  I  went  in  as  the  successor  of  a  Democrat.  I  have 
been  always  a  pretty  stiff  partisan,  and  I  think  my  newspaper  was 
always  regarded  as  a  partisan  paper.  Some  people  thought  it  was  a 
very  rank  partisan  paper.  However  that  may  be,  when  I  went  into 
the  post-office,  no  man  approached  me  asking  for  the  appointment  or 
removal  of  anybody.  I  have  heard  of  other  postmasters  who  were 
pestered  with  applicants  and  committees  and  delegations  who  wanted 
them  to  remove  this  man  or  that.  No  man  ever  did  that  to  me.  I 
do  not  know  why,  but  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  going  my  own  way. 
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President  Gates. —  You  were  hedged  about  wiih  the  spirit  of  your 
old  editorials,  perhaps. 

Mr.  Greene. —  The  day  I  entered  upon  the  office  I  called  about 
sixty  clerks  and  carriers  together  and  said  to  them :  "  If  you  wish  to 
retain  your  places,  you  must  perform  the  duties  that  are  assigned  to 
you  properly.  If  you  do  that,  you  need  have  no  fear  of  removal.  If 
you  do  not,  you  cannot  stay  here."  That  was  the  substance  of  what 
I  had  to  say  to  them.  Those  remarks  were  reported  in  the  news- 
papers. I  sent  a  copy  to  Mr.  Wanamaker,  who  responded  at  once 
with  the  request  that  I  would  send  a  copy  to  every  first-class  post- 
master in  the  United  States  at  his  expense.  I  must  apologize  for  say- 
ing too  much  of  myself ;  but,  having  had  practical  experience,  I  can 
say  something  with  reference  to  the  views  which  have  been  suggested, 
and  with  reference  to  the  working  of  the  law.  I  do  not  think  that  a 
competitive  examination  is  the  best  possible  test  of  efficiency  in  a 
post-office  or  anywhere  else.  I  have  no  doubt  that,  if  there  were  no 
regulations  of  that  kind,  if  the  places  were  open  for  me  to  till,  I 
could  fill  them  quite  as  well,  and  perhaps  in  many  cases  better,  than 
they  are  filled  now  by  examination.  The  highest  mark  is  one  hun- 
dred. All  who  are  marked  over  seventy  go  on  the  eligible  list.  When 
I  have  to  make  an  appointment,  I  call  on  the  examining  board  for 
names.  They  send  me  the  three  highest  on  the  list.  I  am  obliged 
to  appoint  one  of  those,  unkss  I  can  give  conclusive  reasons  for  not 
appointing  any  of  them,  when  I  may  call  for  three  more.  But  I  get 
the  three  men  having  the  highest  marks.  The  marks  usually  run 
from  eighty-five  to  ninety.  Perhaps  there  may  be  half  a  dozen  at 
about  eighty-seven.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  reason  to  suppose 
that  a  man  who  is  marked  eighty-nine  is  any  better  fitted  for  the 
duties  of  a  clerk  than  one  who  is  marked  eighty-eight.  And  it  is  pos- 
sible—  I  have  seen  such  cases  in  my  own  experience  —  to  make  an 
appointment  where  I  felt  sure  that  the  man  who  was  marked  only 
eighty-six  would  be  a  better  man  for  my  purpose  than  a  man  marked 
eighty-nine.  But  I  must  take  one  of  the  first  three.  And  yet,  though 
I  see  that  defect,  I  am  heartily  in  favor  of  the  system  of  competitive 
examinations;  for,  though  I  might  be  able  to  make  better  appoint- 
ments myself  in  exceptional  cases,  yet,  on  the  whole,  I  do  not  want  to 
have  the  responsibility  and  burden  of  appointing  carriers  and  clerks, 
because  it  would  bring  this. tremendous  amount  of  solicitation  from 
all  sides,  which  I  hope  I  should  be  able  to  resist,  but  which  would 
make  my  life  a  burden.  We  get  better  service  under  this  system  than 
under  the  old  system.  It  is  possible  that  the  nature  of  the  examina- 
tions, the  questions  to  be  propounded,  might  be  much  improved ;  and 
I  presume  they  will  be  from  time  to  time,  as  experience  shows  that  it 
is  necessary.  They  have  never  been  scholastic  or  academic  in  the 
sense  in  which  some  satirists  have  represented.  Practical  experi- 
ence will  modify  the  nature  of  the  examinations. 

We  have  been  told  of  the  evil  consequences  of  the  removal  by  each 
administration  of  substantially  all  the  Indian  agents  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  others  for  party  reasons.  We  are  told  that  the  practice  is 
bad,  but  that  the  Presidents  and  others  who  conform  to  it  are  good, 
even  from  the  point  of  view  of  civil  service  reformers.  I  doubt 
whether  we  shall  promote  reforms  by  condemning  the  practice  while 
we  applaud  the  practitioners. 
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The  practice  of  burglary  is  unhappily  too  prevalent.  It  is  an 
abominable  practice,  and  I  am  ready  to  concede  all  that  any  one  may 
say  in  condemnation  of  it.  But  I  am  sure  that,  to  prevent  burglary, 
society,  besides  denouncing  the  practice,  must  deal  with  the  burglars. 

Gen.  Morgan. —  I  do  not  believe  that  the  present  plan  of  selectin|^ 
men  for  office  from  the  civil  service  list  is  at  all  ideal.  Some  of  the 
objections  that  can  be  urged  against  it  are  valid.  Some  of  the  points 
that  Dr.  Lippincott  made  have  weight;  and,  if  I  were  to  devise  a 
scheme  of  examinations  for  the  Indian  Office,  I  certainly  would  not 
take  the  present  system  as  it  stands.  But  the  great  desire  we  all 
have,  the  one  thing  in  which  we  all  agree,  is  that  the  Indian  adminis- 
tration ought  to  be  efficient,  with  the  simple  view  of  solving  the  Ind- 
ian problem.  We  know  that  where  appointments  were  made  by  Con- 
gressmen as  the  payment  of  political  debts,  it  was  not  often  possible 
to  get  for  the  Indian  service,  in  any  department,  the  kind  of  men  and 
women  who  were  best  fitted  for  it.  So,  as  a  remedy  for  that  evil,  as 
a  means  of  getting  rid  of  some  of  the  anomalies  connected  with  the 
spoils  system,  the  civil  service  plan  was  adopted.  I  believe  it  was 
a  great  step  forward,  although  leaving  much  to  be  desired, —  that  in 
a  school  like  Carlisle,  having  at  the  head  a  man  like  Captain  Pratt, 
who  has  given  himself  to  it  as  a  life-work,  and  takes  in  all  its  bear- 
ings, all  its  difficulties,  he  could  be  left  free  to  select  his  associates 
with  simple  regard  to  their  efficiency  and  iheir  helpfulness  to  him. 
He  would  perhaps  do  better  than  any  committee  of  examination 
could  do;  and  so  with  Superintendents  Meserve  or  Coppock,  be- 
cause any  committee  of  examiners  must,  it  seems,  ignore  the  personal 
equation.  That  disappears:  you  cannot  take  into  consideration  a 
man's  or  woman's  moral  character  or  special  aptitudes  for  the  work. 
That  cannot  be  reached  by  examination.  But,  in  the  present  con- 
dition of  things,  it  is  a  great  advance  to  bring  the  school-teachers, 
matrons,  and  physicians  under  some  system  by  which  the  test  of  fit- 
ness can  be  at  least  partially  applied,  and  by  which  there  can  be  a 
reasonable  tenure  of  office. 

So  far  as  army  officers  are  concerned,  I  think  that  I  would  yield 
to  no  one  in  my  admiration  of  the  army.  My  associations  with  such 
men  as  Generals  McCook,  Schofield,  Thomas,  Howard,  and  others, 
have  given  me  a  great  admiration  for  the  officers  of  the  army.  But 
it  is  significant  that  the  three  army  officers  we  have  here  all  con- 
demn this  system  of  selecting  army  officers  to  the  exclusion  of 
civilians.  Of  course,  I  ought  to  be  modest  in  my  expression  of 
personal  opinions;  and  yet  in  the  present  condition  of  things  I  re- 
gard the  appointment  of  .army  officers  simply  as  army  officers  to  the 
exclusion  of  civilians  simply  as  civilians  as  the  greatest  step  back- 
ward that  has  been  taken  in  Indian  reform.  I  regard  it  as  a  calam- 
ity that  in  due  time  will  make  its  effects  manifest.  If  the  Indian 
Office  could  be  separated,  so  that  it  could  be  out  from  under  the 
control  of  political  power,  it  would  perhaps  matter  very  little  whether 
it  was  put  into  the  War  or  the  Interior  Department.  It  might  be 
made  a  bureau  in  the  War  Department.  If  we  could  concentrate 
upon  it  public  attention,  and  make  it  responsible  for  the  civilization 
of  the  Indian,  we  might  reach  good  results.  Or,  if  it  could  be  taken 
out  from  the  Interior  Department,  made  an  independent  bureau,  be 
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freed  entirely  from  the  control  of  partisan  politics  and  put  upon  an 
efficient  basis,  we  should  secure  better  results. 

Right  Rev.  W,  D.  Walker,  Bishop  of  North  Dakota,  was  invited  to 
speak. 

Bishop  Walker.  —  I  was  much  relieved  to  hear  from  Senator 
Dawes  the  statement  he  made  a  few  moments  ago.  I  had  supposed 
that  the  law  that  appointed  army  officers  as  Indian  agents  was  man- 
datory when  the  present  Indian  agents  resigned.  The  army  officer 
does  not  care  to  be  an  Indian  agent :  he  therefore  is  not  sympathetic 
with  the  Indian  or  with  the  work.  I  hope  I  am  not  saying  anything 
radical. 

President  Gates.  —  We  are  not  afraid  of  radical  utterances  here. 

Bishop  Walker.  —  Then  I  want  to  say  I  hope  Congress  will  take 
it  out  of  the  power  of  any  one  to  appoint  army  officers. 

Senator  Dawes.  —  Let  me  state  just  what  the  law  is.  Ever  since 
the  revised  statutes  of  1874  it  has  been  left  discretionary  with  the 
President  to  appoint  an  army  officer  as  an  Indian  agent  whenever,  in 
his  opinion,  the  public  interest  required  it.  That  is  precisely  the 
phraseology  of  the  new  law.  The  law  has  been  changed,  but  the 
discretion  is  precisely  as  it  was.  The  intention  of  those  who  drew 
up  the  law  was  to  leave  the  discretion  where  it  was. 

Five-minute  reports  from  the  field  were  called  for,  and  Mr.  O.  E. 
Boyd  was  invited  to  speak. 

Mr.  Boyd  said  that  he  could  not  say  what  he  wished  in  five  min- 
utes, and  ten  were  granted  to  him. 

Mr.  Boyd.  —  Just  before  I  started  for  this  place  last  Tuesday 
morning  I  received  a  report  from  Rev.  Carl  Schurz,  a  Pima  Indian 
who  is  a  missionary  to  his  own  people.  Certainly,  "the  world  do 
move,"  to  quote  a  certain  celebrated  Southern  orator. 

I  cannot  in  ten  minutes  tell  you  what  ought  to  be  said  about  our 
Indian  industrial  schools,  and  shall  have  to  ask  you  to  take  the 
various  statements  which  were  made  yesterday  morning  as  the  first 
part  of  what  I  desired  to  say.  The  speakers  talked  about  various 
kinds  of  mechanical  industries,  about  the  raising  of  potatoes,  onions, 
and  other  farm  products,  also  about  cooking,  sewing,  housekeeping, 
etc.  All  these  things  we  do  in  at  least  ten  of  our  schools,  and  some 
of  them  in  all  of  the  forty  schools  under  our  care. 

Yesterday  emphasis  was  laid  upon  this  kind  of  teaching  and  work, 
the  cunning  of  the  hand  and  the  care  of  the  body.  Our  schools 
combine  these  with  the  culture  of  the  immortal  soul.  We  are  aware 
that  many  differ  from  us  as  to  the  value  of  this  kind  of  teaching  for 
the  Indian.  But  we  think  our  schools  are  the  very  best,  just  as  much 
better  than  others  as  the  soul  is  better  than  the  body.  I  do  not  wish 
to  be  understood  as  saying  that  there  is  no  religious  teaching  in  the 
government  schools,  for  I  know  that  there  is.  But  what  I  do  say  is 
that  religion  is  the  thing  we  emphasize,  and  everything  taught  is  a 
means  to  this  end  ;  i>.,  reaching  the  souls  of  these  poor  people. 

We  have  in  all  about  forty  missions,  of  which  at  least  ten  are  in- 
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dustrial  training  schools.  We  have  about  forty  native  preachers  and 
almost  as  many  American  preachers  laboring  for  the  Indians.  Some 
of  our  missions  are  in  Alaska.  There  are  seven  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Sitka,  with  a  church  membership  of  nearly  four  hundred.  In 
Idaho  we  have  had  a  theological  seminary  at  Mt.  Idaho,  which  is 
now  closed  by  the  death  of  that  lamented  saint,  Miss  Sue  McBeth, 
sole  president  and  professor  of  the  institution.  Among  the  Nez 
Percys,  Spokanes,  Umatillas,  Puyallups,  and  other  tribes,  we  have  a 
number  of  native  missionaries,  most  of  them  prepared  by  Miss 
McBeth  and  fully  ordained  to  the  ministry  by  the  laying  on  of  the 
hands  by  the  Presbytery.  May  God  in  his  grace  raise  up  another 
worker  to  reopen  that  theological  seminary  1 

In  Arizona  we  have  a  splendid  mission.  Our  school  at  Tucson, 
instead  of  begging  for  pupils  among  the  tribes,  has  been  compelled 
to  take  in  fifty  additional  pupils  who  came  unsolicited,  making  the 
total  attendance  two  hundred ;  and  they  have  lately  telegraphed  to 
know  whether  they  may  keep  them.  We  answered,  "  By  all  means  " ; 
for  we  believe  in  developing  that  which  develops  in  the  work,  and 
have  not  said  retreat  in  any  particular  except  in  a  few  cases  where 
the  schools  have  proved  to  be  either  inadequate  or  unsuccessful. 

Rev.  Mr.  Cook,  who  is  preaching  to  the  Pimas,  writes  that  he  could 
baptize  a  thousand  of  these  Indians  if  he  saw  fit  to  do  so.  And,  if  he 
followed  the  example  of  others  who  baptize  all  who  seek  this  rite, 
these  would  probably  be  better  subjects  for  baptism  than  many  who 
are  received  by  the  Romanists.  He  has  already  two  churches  with 
two  native  Pima  ministers,  of  whom  the  Rev.  Carl  Schurz  before 
alluded  to  is  one.  In  a  letter  from  Rev.  H.  Billman,  the  superin- 
tendent of  our  school  at  Tucson,  he  speaks  of  the  influence  of  the 
children  in  the  homes  and  on  this  reservation.  He  especially  re- 
marked the  difference  between  the  homes  of  the  children  who  attend 
our  school  and  those  where  the  children  had  never  been  in  school. 
In  the  homes  of  the  pupils  there  was  much  more  cleanliness  in  the 
house,  more  system,  order,  and  industry,  while  in  the  others  filth  and 
squalor  prevailed.  The  boys  who  have  gone  out  from  our  schools 
teach  their  fathers  how  to  cultivate  the  land ;  and  the  daughters  teach 
the  mothers  how  to  keep  house,  sew,  and  cook. 

We  have  missions  and  schools  in  the  Indian  Territory,  among  the 
Choctaws,  Chickasaws,  Seminoles,  Creeks,  Kiowas,  and  Cherokees, 
too  many  even  to  name  them  in  the  time  allowed.  Among  the 
Dakotahs,  or  Sioux,  we  have  several  missions  and  a  very  excellent 
school,  developed  by  the  daughter  and  son-in-law  of  that  sainted 
missionary.  Dr.  Riggs,  to  whom  Bishop  Whipple  has  referred.  Mrs. 
Morris,  who  is  present  at  this  Conference,  has  given  many  years  of 
toil  to  this  school.  The  school  is  one  of  our  best  in  many  respects. 
We  have  on  this  reservation  about  twenty  organized  churches,  with 
about  two  thousand  members,  ministered  to  by  Indian  preachers. 
This  work  is  largely  the  outgrowth  of  the  labors  of  Dr.  Riggs  and  Dr. 
Williamson  and  the  others  mentioned.  In  addition  to  all  these  we 
have  most  interesting  work  among  the  Sac  and  Fox  Indians  of  Iowa, 
the  Omahas  and  Winnebagoes  of  Nebraska,  the  Stockbridges  and 
Chippewas  of  Wisconsin,  also  among  the  Chippewas  of  Minnesota. 

Many  things  of  interest  could  be  told  of  all  these  missions  and 
missionaries,  but  time  will  not  permit. 
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Rev.  C.  J.  Ryder  of  the  American  Missionary  Association  was 
asked  to  speak. 

Mr.  Ryder. —  Whenever  we  think  of  the  American  Missionary 
Association,  we  think  of  Dr.  Strieby.  He  has  always  been  ass  >ciated 
in  my  mind  with  this  work ;  and,  though  he  is  here  present,  it  is  through 
his  courtesy  that  I  am  asked  to  represent  it.  I  have  been  studying 
the  work  on  the  reservations  for  nine  years.  I  thought  1  knew  it  all 
at  the  end  of  one  year.  After  I  had  been  over  it  several  times,  I 
found  that  I  knew  less ;  and  now  I  am  sure  that  I  know  scarcely  any- 
thing. I  come  to-day  to  report  real  progress  along  spiritual  lines. 
I  believe  in  industrial  schools.  I  believe  in  planting  them  and  sus- 
taining them.  The  American  Missionary  Association  does  this  work 
largely.  But  you  cannot  lift  men  up  by  instruction  in  handicrafts. 
You  must  give  them  something  more.  I  am  thankful  that  the  great 
progress  in  the  field  has  been  along  religious  lines.  The  reports  that 
come  to  us  from  the  field  are  almost  incredible.  In  response  to  a  let- 
ter sent  out  to  the  different  parts  of  our  fields  we  learned  that  there 
has  been  an  increase  in  our  church  membership  of  seventy-five  per 
cent,  during  the  year.  I  was  out  there  five  weeks,  and  went  with  my 
good  Brother  Riggs  to  visit  some  of  these  churches,  sleeping  with 
him  under  an  army  blanket,  with  the  stars  for  our  candle  and  the 
prairie  for  our  chamber;  and  I  was  impressed,  as  I  went  from  place 
to  place,  with  the  great  spiritual  earnestness  of  these  people  who  have 
come  into  the  kingdom  of  God  so  recently.  Spiritual  interest  has 
been  broadened  everywhere.  We  have  traced  this  to  two  causes. 
One  is  the  taking  of  property  in  severalty.  It  seems  strange  that 
spiritual  awakening  should  come  from  that,  but  I  believe  it  is  true. 

A  few  years  ago  I  was  out  there  with  Brother  Riggs,  and  he  said, 
"  Let  us  go  out  on  the  prairie  to  visit  a  man  who  is  called  Sings-as-he- 
Walks," — a  splendid  name  for  a  Christian.  We  drove  over  and 
spent  the  Sabbath.  We  were  going  to  hear  a  sermon  from  Sings-as- 
he- Walks.  How  many  people  do  you  think  he  had  collected  there  ? 
I  think  there  were  about  eleven  old  men.  This  village  numbered 
about  three  hundred  persons.  We  supposed  we  should  find  about 
this  number.  Some  notion  had  struck  them,  however ;  and  they  had 
wandered  off  over  the  prairie,  and  there  was  only  this  little  remnant 
of  decrepit  old  men  left  to  attend  service.  I  talked  a  little  through 
an  interpreter,  and  I  felt  greatly  encouraged  because  an  old  man 
came  up  and  talked  earnestly  with  Mr.  Riggs.  I  supposed  I  had  made 
a  great  impression  on  him.  When  he  was  gone,  I  said  to  Mr.  Riggs, 
"What  did  I  say  that  so  impressed  this  man ?"  "Oh,"  said  he,  "he 
came  up  to  ask  if  I  supposed  you  had  any  tobacco  about  you."  I 
have  not  been  so  confident  of  my  ability  to  impress  the  Indians  since 
that  At  that  time  the  Indians  were  scattered  about  over  the  prairie. 
To-day  they  are  in  their  own  holdings,  all  up  and  down  the  river. 
And  it  is  a  wonderful  help  in  the  possibility  of  reaching  them  with 
religious  and  spiritual  truth.  We  do  not  have  to  pick  up  our  missions 
and  carry  them  on  after  the  Indians,  as  they  move  about  from  place 
to  place. 

Of  course,  such  movements  greatly  increase  the  expense  in  con- 
ducting missionary  enterprises.     Both  men  and  money  are  less  effec- 
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tive  where  the  people  are  constantly  changing  and  nomadic  in  their 
tendencies.  The  Dawes  Bill,  in  locating  the  Indians  upon  their  hold- 
ings, has  been  a  ^reat  moral  force,  and  has  contributed  largely  to 
simplifying  and  rendering  effective  the  missionary  movements  of 
our  churches. 

Another  cause  for  this  rapid  development  in  the  religious  work 
among  the  Indians  during  the  past  year  comes  from  the  fact  that  the 
Messiah  craze,  or  ghost-dance  movement,  among  the  Indians  was  an 
effort  of  the  pagan  element  to  gain  the  supremacy  and  get  control 
among  the  tribes.  This  effort  of  the  paganizing  Indians  utterly 
failed ;  and  it  failed  chiefly  because  the  progressive  Christian  Indians 
were  willing  to  sacrifice  their  lives  in  their  heroic  efforts  for  some- 
thing better. 

When  Sitting  Bull  went  down  on  the  prairie,  it  was  not  from  a  rifle 
in  the  hand  of  the  white  soldier.  The  last  supreme  stand  of  Sitting 
Bull  was  not  against  United  States  soldiers,  but  against  a  little  band 
of  Indian  policemen,  almost  every  one  of  whom  was  a  Christian. 
Deacon  Little  Eagle  was  a  Christian  as  well  as  a  patriot.  Before  he 
went  out  from  the  prairie  church  to  attack  Sitting  Bull,  he  said,  as  he 
rose  in  the  meeting :  "  You  call  me  Little  Eagle,  and  that  is  my  name. 
But  this  is  not  the  Little  Eagle  you  used  to  know.  The  body  is  just 
the  same ;  but  the  soul  has  been  made  white  and  clean  in  the  blood 
of  Jesus  Christ,  and  it  is  another  Little  Eagle."  Sitting  Bull  repre- 
sented the  pagan  element.  These  Christian  men  were  sacrificed  to 
our  common  country.  It  was  the  supreme  struggle  of  Paganism 
against  Christianity,  and  Paganism  went  down.  That  is  the  second 
reason  why  there  is  this  wonderful  progress  in  this  religious  move- 
ment. 

With  proper  support  I  believe  the  next  year  might  witness  progress 
in  the  Indian  field  the  like  of  which  no  ten  years  have  witnessed  in 
any  period  of  the  past. 

Rev.  F.  H.  Wright,  an  Indian  minister,  sang  two  or  three  hymns, 
after  which  Dr.  Slrieby  spoke. 

Dr.  Strieby. —  We  have  a  mission  school  at  Cape  Prince  of  Wales. 
We  have  had  four  missionaries  there,  two  men  and  their  wives.  Two 
of  them  have  been  transferred  by  the  government  to  the  Reindeer 
station.  That  left  Mr.  Thornton  and  his  wife  there  alqne.  In  the 
midnight  of  the  nth  (?)  of  August  last  a  rap  was  heard  at  the  door. 
Mr.  Thornton,  thinking  this  an  appeal  for  aid  of  some  kind,  rose  and 
opened  the  door,  when  an  Indian  shot  him  through  the  heart.  He 
exclaimed  to  his  wife,  "  My  dear,  I  am  shot  I  *'  and  fell  to  the  floor. 
His  wife  is  a  very  delicate,  beautiful,  and  seemingly  timid  woman. 
She  had  to  stay  in  that  house  alone  that  whole  night.  She  got  the 
lifeless  body  of  her  husband  on  to  the  bed,  and  waited  until  morning. 
In  the  morning  the  people  gathered  together;  and,  what  is  more,  they 
hunted  at  once  for  the  murderers.  There  were  three  of  them,  young 
men  who  for  good  reason  had  been  turned  out  of  the  school.  The 
people  found  and  shot  them,  and  left  the  bodies  at  the  foot  of  the 
flag-staff  for  the  dogs  to  eat.  They  took  Mrs.  Thornton  in  a  canoe 
to  Port  Clarence.    They  showed  her  all  the  tenderness  and  kindness 
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they  could,  and  would  accept  nothing  from  her,  not  weven  matches, 
which  they  are  always  so  desirous  to  get,  lest  it  should  be  supposed 
they  had  helped  her  for  the  sake  of  getting  something.  Eight  days 
afterwards  the  revenue  cutter,  the  "  Bear,"  came  up  to  the  mission. 
The  officers  knew  nothing  of  what  had  happened.  They  waited  to 
see  who  would  come  down  to  the  shore,  as  usually  the  missionaries 
came  down.  But  no  one  came.  The  captain  sent  up  to  see  what 
was  the  matter.  They  found  in  the  house  the  dead  body  and  two 
notes  left  by  Mrs.  Thornton,  saying  that  she  had  gone  to  Port  Clar- 
ence. Captain  Healy  went  at  once  to  Port  Clarence,  and  took  her 
back  to  her  house,  that  she  might  get  her  things  and  prepare  to  go 
away.  Captain  Healy  is  an  energetic,  sensible  man.  The  people 
fled,  but  he  compelled  them  to  come  back.  "  You  have  taken  the 
matter  into  your  own  hands,"  he  said,  '*and  have  punished  these 
murderers.  If  you  had  not,  I  should  have  chased  you,  and  should 
not  have  stopped  until  you  yourselves  were  punished.  As  you  have 
done  what  you  could,  I  will  let  you  go  in  safety." 

I  believe  there  will  be  safety  on  that  island  after  this,  if  there 
never  has  been  before. 

President  Gates. —  I  tell  you,  my  friends,  we  may  well  honor  these 
missionaries  I  We,  who  are  here,  may  speak  or  write  a  few  words  or 
give  a  few  dollars  for  missionary  work :  but  these  missionaries  give 
their  lives  I  Who  of  us  that  heard  Mr.  Thornton  in  the  address  that 
he  gave  us  at  Washington,  a  year  ago  last  winter,  can  forget 
the  dkbonnaire  fearlessness,  the  chivalric  courage,  with  which  he 
entered  upon  this  work  which  he  has  sealed  with  his  heart's  blood  ? 
When  I  think  of  all  that  these  consecrated  men  and  women  give  up, 
sometimes  one  or  two  or  three  generations  of  the  same  family  giving 
their  lives,  I  feel  like  bowing  in  honor  before  them,  as  they  rise  so 
modestly  to  speak  to  us  here.  The  death  of  Mr.  Thornton  speaks 
most  eloquently  for  the  work  he  loved. 

Rev.  T.  L.  Riggs  was  then  introduced. 

Mr.  Riggs. —  I  want  to  give  you  a  picture  of  some  of  the  hard  feat- 
ures of  life  that  we  run  across  once  in  a  while.  After  Sitting  Bull 
was  killed,  it  came  to  be  my  duty  to  bury  his  followers.  I  never 
hated  to  do  anything  so  much  in  my  experience.  I  was  not  afraid  of 
anything  that  the  Indians  would  do,  but  I  hated  to  have  anything  to 
do  with  these  people  who  had  died  red-handed.  But  they  came  to 
me,  and  said,  "  These  men  have  been  lying  unburied  seventeen  days, 
and  we  ought  to  go  and  bury  them."  I  asked  the  Indians  why  they 
had  not  buried  them  before.  They  replied  that  they  were  afraid  to 
go  for  fear  they  might  be  considered  as  having  had  part  in  the  move- 
ment. It  was  very  cold,  and  the  bodies  were  of  course  frozen.  We 
were  forty  miles  from  the  place.  Twelve  or  thirteen  of  us  started 
the  first  day  of  January,  when  the  weather  was  bitterly  cold.  We 
found  a  deserted  scout's  hut  where  we  slept  all  night  on  the  floor. 
The  next  morning  the  Indians  went  all  over  the  ground.  There 
were  little  sticks  here  and  there,  showing  where  the  fight  took  place. 
It  was  a  very  small  circle  where  the  men  were  shot.    They  were 
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lying  together^  when  found.  We  went  to  a  little  house  a  few  rods 
from  where  they  were  killed.  In  this  house  the  bodies  were  lying, 
awaiting  burial.  Then  we  set  about  digging  a  grave.  All  this  time 
my  party  was  as  quiet  as  could  be.  I  had  a  cousin  of  one  of  the 
men  who  were  killed  and  the  brother  of  another  with  me.  We  dug 
a  large  single  grave,  and  laid  all  the  bodies  in  it,  and  I  offered  a 
prayer.  For  a  time  it  seemed  to  me  impossible  to  utter  a  prayer  over 
those  murderers ;  for,  of  all  things,  an  Indian  opposing  himself  to  law 
deserves  condemnation.  I  have  no  sympathy  with  the  sickly  senti- 
mentality over  a  man  simply  because  he  is  an  Indian.  At  first  I 
could  not  open  my  mouth ;  but,  when  I  did,  I  prayed,  "  O  Lord,  these 
men  were  killed  opposing  themselves  to  law :  grant  that  the  lesson 
that  is  to  be  learned  may  be  learned  by  those  about  this  grave."  I 
could  not  pray  those  men  to  heaven.  We  covered  up  the  grave,  and 
after  our  work  was  done  you  should  have  seen  the  change  that  came 
over  the  party.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  because  they  were 
afraid  of  the  ghosts  of  the  dead  or  from  their  personal  feelings ;  but 
there  was  an  immediate  change,  and  it  became  one  of  the  jolliest 
parties. 

I  wanted  to  say  this  to  show  that  the  Indian  is  learning  the  value 
of  law  and  to  observe  the  requirements  of  law.  He  has  still  very 
much  to  learn,  but  he  is  learning.  I  have  been  so  much  among  the 
Indians  that  I  feel  almost  like  an  Indian  myself.  I  can  give  the 
impression  of  an  Indian.  I  can  give  the  judgment  of  an  Indian.  I 
can  think  almost  exactly  how  a  statement  will  affect  an  Indian,  and 
sometimes  I  think  this  ability  unfits  me  to  judge  in  any  other  way. 
I  do  know  that  an  Indian  looks  at  very  many  facts  that  come  before 
us  in  a  very  different  way  from  what  most  of  us  do.  He  is  able  to 
recognize  the  power  of  law :  that  is  one  of  the  most  beneficial  things 
in  his  training.  He  learned  it  at  an  amazing  pace  when  Sitting  Bull 
was  killed. 

The  statement  which  is  often  made  to  the  effect  that  returned  stu- 
dents go  back  to  their  original  life  is  wholly  false.  I  know  it  to  be 
false  on  my  own  reservation.  It  is  not  so.  An  Indian  child,  boy  or 
girl,  never  loses  all  that  he  has  gained.  I  would  be  willing  to  go  to 
those  reservations  where  children  have  been  returned,  and  investi- 
gate cases  that  would  be  offered  where  it  was  said  that  Indians  had 
gone  back  and  lost  entirely  all  that  they  had  gained.  If  I  could  not 
prove  that  they  had  gained  something  from  going  under  the  influ- 
ences of  Christian  training  which  they  did  not  lose,  I  would  be  will- 
ing to  stand  the  expenses  of  the  trip  myself. 

Capt.  Pratt. —  I  will  share  the  expenses  with  you. 

Dr.  RiGGS. —  It  is  not  true  that  they  return  to  their  evil  ways, 
though  statements  to  the  contrary  have  been  made  by  ofl&cials  who 
ought  to  know  better,  but  do  not. 

Mrs.  Clinton  B.  Fisk  was  asked  to  speak  with  reference  to  the 
work  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

President  Gates  introduced  her  with  a  very  tender  allusion  to  her 
husband,  and  the  loss  that  the  Conference  and  the  country  sustained 
in  his  death. 
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Mrs.  FiSK. —  It  is  a  matter  of  great  regret  that  my  own  personal 
knowledge  of  the  work  among  the  Indians,  as  conducted  by  our 
women,  is  not  sufficient  to  give  you  any  adequate  idea  pertaining  to 
it.  My  own  work  has  been  among  the  colored  people.  But  I  can 
say  to  you  in  all  honesty  that  the  work  is  going  on  well  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Methodist  women,  sometimes  in  perplexity,  some- 
times in  discouragement,  but  going  on.  We  believe  in  the  persever- 
ance of  the  saints,  and  there  are  many  saints  in  the  Methodist  Church 
yet.  The  Methodist  women  will  not  retreat.  At  a  recent  meeting  of 
the  Examining  Board  of  the  Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society,  in 
Cincinnati,  a  report  of  the  work  among  the  Indians  was  read  and 
commented  upon.  There  were  some  discouragements,  but  much  to 
be  grateful  for. 

In  June  last  I  made  a  tour  in  the  South  through  a  number  of 
States.  When  I  reached  Greensborough,  a  tall  man,  with  a  skin  as 
black  as  your  hat,  came  to  me,  and  said,  "  I  am  so  glad  to  see  you." 
I  replied  :  **  I  am  greatly  obliged.  I  am  glad  to  see  you.  Now  what 
do  you  want  ?  "  for  I  was  sure  he  wanted  something.  He  was  one  of 
our  presiding  elders.  '*Well,"  said  he,  "I  want  you  to  send  me  an 
organizer  to  organize  my  people  into  a  Woman's  Home  Missionary 
Society.  They  have  been  receiving  from  the  North  all  these  years ; 
and  now  I  want  them  to  begin  giving,  that  they  may  show  you  they 
appreciate  what  has  been  done  for  them."  Mr.  President,  I  will 
never  be  discouraged  again  as  long  as  I  live.  I  sent  an  organizer 
to  that  district,  and  with  the  most  excellent  results.  The  Secretary 
of  our  Indian  Bureau  tells  me  she  has  the  same  encouragement  in 
her  work.  This  same  elder  said  that  he  could  not  go  into  a  home  in 
his  district  without  knowing  at  once  whether  the  mother  or  daughter 
had  ever  been  into  one  of  our  industrial  schools.  If  the  mother,  she 
showed  its  influence  over  the  daughter;  and  the  reverse  was  true. 
This  is  but  one  feature  of  the  work  among  the  Methodists. 

I  have  no  speech  to  make ;  for  I  can  scarcely  open  my  lips  when  I 
come  to  this  room  in  this  beautiful,  peaceful  home.  And,  when  you 
allude  with  so  much  tenderness  to  the  man  whose  honored  name  I 
bear,  to  the  man  who  made  my  life  a  long,  sunshiny  day,  to  the  man 
who  but  a  few  moments  before  he  died  said,  "  For  me  to  live  is 
Christ,  to  die  is  gain,"  do  you  wonder  that  I  am  speechless  ?  All  you 
who  are  here  seem  to  me  to  be  brothers  and  sisters  in  the  truest 
sense  of  the  word;  and  we  are  united  in  earnest  desire  to  further,  as 
best  we  can,  the  interests  of  our  brother,  the  red  man. 

Mrs.  QuiNTON. —  The  mission  of  our  Women's  Indian  Association 
to  the  Seminole  Indians  of  Florida  has  been  transferred.  The  final 
arrangements  are  being  made.  We  have  320  acres  of  land,  a  mis- 
sionary cottage,  and  other  helps  for  the  work  there  ;  and  these  have 
now  been  transferred  to  the  Episcopal  Church  of  Southern  Florida, 
under  the  care  of  Bishop  Gray. 

Another  mission  among  the  Moquis  of  Arizona  has  been  estab- 
lished this  year.  The  policy  of  our  society  has  been  to  enter  the 
destitute  fields  which  are  unoccupied  by  any  denominational  organiza- 
tion, to  help  the  "lame  hands"  reaching  out  for  help  from  some  quar- 
ter.    The  idea  is  to  get  a  mission  begun,  and,  when  the  work  is  in 
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good  condition,  to  transfer  it  to  some  of  the  permanent  societies  who 
are  able  to  cajry  it  on.  We  have  been  much  interested  in  the  Pie- 
gans  of  Montana.  We  asked  several  societies  if  it  were  not  possible 
for  them  to  help  these  two  thousand  Indians.  None  could  do  it. 
So  our  Brooklyn  Auxiliary  began  this  mission,  and  has  already  i6o 
acres ;  and  the  cottage  is  built.  We  have  two  other  missions  in  Cali- 
fornia where  work  is  going  on  ;  and  we  are  looking  forward  to  a  per- 
manent mission  there,  if  it  proves  practicable. 

We  have  another  field  of  great  interest  among  the  Digger  Indians 
in  California,  where  a  good  school  has  been  started.  It  is  in  the 
hands  of  an  earnest  young  man  and  his  wife  ;  and  we  are  hoping  to 
be  able  to  enlarge  it  into  a  boarding-school,  and  expect  to  build  the 
dormitory  this  autumn. 

Adjourned  at  one  o'clock. 
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Thursday  Evening,  October  la. 


After  music  from  the  Carlisle  students  and  singing  from  Mrs. 
Hall,  the  Conference  was  called  to  order  at  eight  o'clock,  and  the 
subject  appointed  for  the  evening  was  taken  up.  The  first  address 
was  made  by  Rev.  Lyman  Abbott,  D.D. 


APPROPRIATION   FOR   INDIAN    EDUCATION. 

BY   DR.    LYMAN    ABBOTT. 

Dr.  Abbott. —  At  the  close  of  my  address  I  shall  hand  to  Dr. 
Ward,  the  chairman  of  the  Business  Committee,  a  minute  which  I 
now  hold  in  my  hand,  and  which  I  wrote,  not  for  the  purpose  of 
asking  any  action  at  the  present  time,  but  for  your  information  and 
as  my  text.  I  will  say,  however,  that  I  have  not  undertaken  to 
phrase  it  as  I  should  wish  it  to  be  used  as  the  utterances  of  this 
Conference,  but  only  as  a  memorandum  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Business  Committee. 

1.  The  friends  of  the  Indian  are  substantially  agreed  as  to  what 
ought  to  be  done,  and  have  clearly  defined  their  opinions  in  succes- 
sive utterances.  The  time  has  now  fully  come  for  some  organized 
effort  so  to  educate  public  opinion  that  what  ought  to  be  done  may 
be  done  by  the  government  and  the  churches. 

2.  Most  of  the  churches  engaged  in  Indian  education,  having  with- 
drawn their  applications,  for  government  aid,  the  government  should 
now  recognize  and  act  upon  the  principle  that  public  money  should 
not  be  appropriated  to  denominational  or  ecclesiastical  organizations. 

3.  The  Indian  will  inevitably  become  a  burden  to  the  local  Western 
communities  if  they  are  allowed  to  grow  up  in  ignorance.  There- 
fore, national  duty  to  such  communities,  as  well  as  to  the  "  wards  of 
the  nation,"  demands  that  provision  be  made  by  the  federal  govern- 
ment for  the  elementary  and  industrial  education  of  all  Indian  chil- 
dren of  school  age  not  otherwise  provided  for. 

4.  A  good  administration  of  the  Indian  Bureau  is  impossible, 
unless  officials  are  appointed  only  for  recognized  competence  and 
removed  only  for  proved  incompetence. 

5.  A  permanent  committee  should  be  constituted  by  this  Confer- 
ence to  prepare  an  appeal  to  the  American  people,  embodying  these 
principles,  to  secure  the  indorsement  of  them  by  representative  men 
of  all  religious  denominations  and  geographical  sections,  and  to  urge 
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them  upon  the  public  through  the  press,  and  upon  the  Indian  Bureau 
and  upon  Congress  by  personal  presentation. 

Perhaps  I  may  be  permitted  to  add  that  the  chairman  of  that  com- 
mittee should,  in  my  judgment,  be  the  President  of  this  Conference. 

One  who  has  never  seen  an  Indian  reservation,  or  does  not  know 
what  war-paint  means,  who  has  never  seen  a  tepee,  nor  even  an 
Indian,  except  as  they  have  come  here  or  to  other  similar  places  for 
fraternal  recognition,  may  well  hesitate  to  speak  in  such  a  Confer- 
ence as  this  to  men  who  have  been  wrestling  with  this  problem  all 
their  lives.  And  I  should  have  refused  to  take  part,  were  it  not  for 
my  profound  conviction  that  our  problem  is  quite  as  much  the  white 
man's  problem  as  the  Indian 'man's  problem.  It  has  to  do  with  the 
education  of  the  white  man  as  well  as  of  the  Indian  ;  and,  of  the  two, 
the  education  of  the  white  man  is  perhaps  the  more  difficult. 

The  history  of  this  Conference  is  familiar  to  many  of  you.  The 
mile-stones  which  we  have  passed  since  we  first  met  here,  ten  or 
twelve  years  ago,  may  be  briefly  recalled,  in  order  to  recall  the 
journey.  I  was  present  at  the  second  meeting,  at  which  the  Indian's 
education  and  welfare  were  thoroughly  discussed,  and  measures  for 
promoting  these  in  future.  The  views  were  widely  different, —  so 
widely  different  that  those  of  you  who  were  here  will  probably  agree 
with  me  that  you  never  attended  a  debate  which  was  warmer  or  more 
intense,  in  which,  on  the  whole,  more  sparks  flew  from  clashing  scime- 
tars,  while  at  the  end  was  substantial  agreement,  and  throughout 
there  was  that  kindly  feeling  which  always  accompanies  the  convic- 
tion that  one  high  purpose  pervades  all  the  disputants.  Both  ele- 
ments —  intensity  of  conviction  and  mutual  respect  for  each  other's 
opinions  —  have  characterized  all  our  meetings.  Some  of  us  thought 
the  reservations  ought  to  be  continued  until  the  Indians  were  edu- 
cated :  others  thought  they  could  not  be  educated  until  the  reserva- 
tions were  abolished.  Some  thought  that  education  ought  to  be 
carried  on  by  the  churches,  aided  by  the  government :  some  thought 
secular  education  ought  to  be  carried  on  by  the  government  and  the 
churches  left  free.  Some  believed  the  educated  Indians  should  go 
back  to  the  reservations  to  labor  for  the  redemption  of  their  own 
people :  others  thought  they  should  come  out  from  their  people  and 
live  with  the  whites.  Some  believed  iti  federal  law  for  the  Indians, 
and  some  in  local  law,  and  some  hardly  recognized  the  necessity  for 
any  law  at  all  except  that  of  the  Indian  Bureau.  We  have  differed 
on  almost  every  question.  As  the  result  of  our  five  debates,  carried 
on  through  two  or  three  sessions,  we  came  to  a  substantially  unani- 
mous agreement,  that  the  reservations  ought  to  be  at  once  abolished, 
that  the  land  should  be  divided  in  severalty  and  allotted  to  the  indi- 
vidual Indian,  and  that  we  should  have  our  country  opened  to  civili- 
zation, to  light  and  to  liberty,  from  ocean  to  ocean.  To-day  the 
allotment  of  land  in  severalty  is  going  on  quite  as  fast  as  it  is  practi- 
cable for  the  United  States  to  carry  it  on,  and  quite  as  fast  as  it  is 
advantageous  to  the  Indian  race  to  have  it  carried  on. 

Then  the  question  came  up  of  education.  There  had  growti  up  an 
un-American  system  of  education,  conflicting  and  confusing.  Some 
schools  were  supported  by  the  churches,  some  by  the  government, 
and  some  by  a  kind  of  partnership  between  the  government  and  the 
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churches.  These  questions  aroused  long  debates  through  two  or 
three  sessions,  and  the  result  of  these  debates  was  that  one  after 
another  of  the  Protestant  churches  withdrew  from  partnership  with 
the  government.  One  after  another  came  to  the  conclusion  that,  on 
the  whole,  looking  down  the  years,  it  was  better  to  stand  firmly  and 
rigorously  by  the  American  principle  of  absolute  separation  between 
Church  and  State  than  to  gain  any  temporary  advantage  in  any 
reservation  or  locality  in  securing  the  larger  education  of  a  greater 
number  by  a  partnership  between  Church  and  State.  One  church 
after  another  has  withdrawn ;  and  whatever  individuals  may  think 
about  the  advantage  of  the  system  under  which  the  United  States 
government,  with  more  or  less  impartiality,  gives  appropriations  to  all 
denominations  toward  carrying  on  Indian  work,  there  can  be  but  one 
opinion  in  any  American  congregation  concerning  a  system  under 
which  nearly  all  the  denominations  withdraw  from  such  a  partnership 
and  the  appropriations  of  the  national  government  goes  almost  exclu- 
sively to  one.  It  may  be  desirable  to  have  established  churches  in 
the  United  States,  but  it  cannot  be  advantageous  to  have  one  Estab- 
lished Church. 

Now,  if  we  are  to  carry  on  this  work,  as  we  ought  to  carry  it  on, 
there  is  one  inevitable  corollary  made  evident  by  the  logic  of  events. 
If  the  churches  are  to  be  separated  from  the  government,  the  fed- 
eral government  must  take  up  for  the  Indians  that  work  of  education 
which,  under  the  American  system,  the  government  of  the  States 
takes  up  for  its  children.  If  the  Indians  are  wards  of  the  United 
States,  the  government  must  do  what  the  States  do  for  their  wards. 
It  must  provide  education  in  primary  and  industrial  schools  for  every 
Indian  child,  of  school  age,  who  is  not  otherwise  provided  for.  If 
this  be  done,  the  churches  can  carry  on  the  work  which  is  given  them 
to  do.  I  say  we  can  do  it,  not  because  I  have  confidence  that  they 
have  the  money  adequate  for  the  work  to-day,  not  because  I  have 
confidence  even  in  Christian  benevolence  (though  I  have  that  confi- 
dence), but  because  I  believe,  with  Mr.  Moody,  that  all  the  money 
belongs  to  the  Lord,  and  that,  if  we  are  doing  the  Lord's  work,  we  can 
always  have  the  Lord's  money  to  do  it  with. 

These  are  the  general  propositions ;  and  I  believe  they  are  proposi- 
tions to  which,  in  the  main,  this  Conference  has  come.  We  do  not 
need  to  waste  time  in  arguing  that  the  reservation  system  ought  to  go. 
It  has  gone.  We  do  not  need  to  waste  time  in  arguing  that  the  fed- 
eral government  ought  to  make  adequate  provision  for  the  education 
of  all  Indian  children.  It  has  already  undertaken  so  to  do.  Possi- 
bly, we. do  not  all  agree  that  all  the  denominations  should  complete 
this  withdrawal  from  the  government,  and  the  government  should 
complete  the  withdrawal  from  the  churches,  and  the  partnership 
between  Church  and  State  should  be  ended.  But  the  process  has 
begun,  and  its  completion  is  only  a  question  of  time.  What  I  would 
urge  is  this  :  it  is  not  enough  for  us  to  be  persuaded  of  these  princi- 
ples ;  it  is  not  enough  for  us  to  believe  in  Indian  rights,  because  we 
believe  in  human  rights  and  that  the  Indian  should  be  treated  as  a 
man.  We  have  a  work  of  education  for  the  white  man.  When  I 
said  that  a  moment  ago,  you  applauded  me.  I  was  glad  of  it,  because 
I  took  that  as  your  vote ;  and  I  ask  you  here  to-night  to  take  the 
necessary  steps  for  the  education  of  the  white  man. 
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The  necessary  steps  to  me  appear  to  be  this.  We  have  done  some 
work  of  education.  We  have  sent  out  platforms  from  this  Conference 
which  have  been  published  in  the  religious  press  and  in  the  secular 
press,  which  have  commended  themselves  to  the  conscience  and  judg- 
ment of  the  nation.  We  have  led  the  way.  It  may  be  said  without 
undue  egotism  on  the  part  of  the  Conference  that  this  Conference 
which  Mr.  Smiley  organized  and  created  has  done  more  than  all  other 
agencies  put  together  to  lead  in  the  direction  of  Indian  reform  and  the 
education  of  the  Indian  race.  Observe,  I  say,  to  lead.  Other  organ- 
izations have  achieved  more  work,  but  none  have  afforded  more  lead- 
ership. This  it  has  done,  because  it  has  laid  down  the  principles  on 
which  all  other  Indian  workers  are  coming  more  and  more  to  co-oper- 
ate. This  it  has  done  because  of  your  working  hand  in  hand  together. 
But  we  have  this  other  work  of  education  to  do.  We  ought  to  appeal 
to  our  friends  in  the  West.  We  can  secure  the  co-operation  of  our 
brethren  in  the  West.  There  is  not  a  geographical  line  like  the  Mis- 
sissippi Valley,  with  all  the  men  on  the  one  side  given  to  philan- 
thropy, and  all  the  men  on  the  other  side  indifferent  to  philanthropy. 
It  is  not  true  that  the  love  of  liberty,  the  power  of  conscience,  the 
sense  of  justice,  are  confined  to  any  one  section.  It  may  be  very 
active  in  some  spots  and  very  dormant  in  others,  but  the  nation  as 
a  nation  has  a  conscience ;  and  we  must  appeal  to  that  universal  con- 
science, and  demand  the  co-operation  of  the  whole  nation  along  the 
lines  laid  out  by  the  decisions  and  platforms  of  this  Lake  Mohonk 
Conference. 

I  should  like,  then,  to  see  a  permanent  committee,  of  which  the 
Chairman  of  this  Conference  should  be  himself  the  chairman,  on 
whom  should  rest  the  duty  of  preparing  an  appeal  to  this  effect.  On 
that  committee  there  should  be  men  who  would  take  up  the  burden  of 
correspondence,  who  would  enter  into  correspondence  with  men 
North  and  South,  and  East  and  West,  who  should  secure  the  signa- 
tures of  as  many  men  of  influence  as  possible  to  such  an  appeal  as 
President  Gates  should  prepare.  I  would  send  that  appeal  with 
these  signatures  to  all  the  papers  of  the  country,  and  would  ask  the 
editors  in  all  parts  to  discuss  its  principles  and  to  urge  them  upon 
their  readers.  I  would  present  this  appeal  with  all  the  strength  of 
these  names  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  and  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  Department,  and,  most  important  of  all,  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Slates.  It  is  said  that  it  is  useless  to  attempt  to 
bring  the  nation  to  a  recognition  of  the  rights  of  the  Indian,  and  to 
action  toward  the  Indian  which  is  in  consonance  with  justice.  That 
has  been  said  at  every  new  step  in  this  century,  and  every  new  step 
has  proved  optimism  right  and  pessimism  wrong.  If  a  little  hand- 
ful of  Abolitionists,  despised  and  outcast,  without  political  influence, 
almost  without  a  press,  with  difficulty  getting  even  the  ear  of  the 
churches,  could  start  a  revival  of  liberty  and  justice  which  ended  in 
the  emancipation  of  the  Negro  race,  in  spite  of  all  the  financial  in- 
terests linked  together  to  keep  the  whole  race  in  bondage,  it  is  not 
hopeless  for  this  body  to  inaugurate  a  movement  that  shall  compel, 
—  I  choose  the  word  with  intention, —  which  shall  compel  the  main- 
tenance in  office  of  men  worthy  of  confidence,  whatever  their  party 
politics ;  which  shall  compel  appropriations  for  education  sufficient 
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to  provide  adequately  equipped  schools  for  the  whole  Indian  race,  of 
school  age,  and  which  shall  prevent  the  injury  in  all  the  Western 
States  that  would  come  upon  them  with  the  disbanding  of  the  tribes, 
the  infliction  upon  them  of  a  race  of  gypsies,  ignorant,  paupers,  gen- 
erators of  future  paupers;  which  shall  secure  the  civilization  and, 
through  the  instrumentality  and  work  of  the  Christian  churches,  the 
Christianization  of  the  whole  Indian  race.  Brethren,  if  Paul,  who 
had  to  trust  his  enemies  to  send  him  to  Rome  on  his  great  mission- 
ary expedition,  at  a  time  when  his  own  church  did  not  believe  in 
foreign  missionary  enterprise,  and  the  whole  world  lay  before  him  in 
Paganism  and  death, —  if  Paul  could  say,  "  I  am  not  ashamed  of  the 
gospel  of  Christ,  because  it  is  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation,"  and 
if  you  and  I  are  now  sons  of  Christian  men  and  women,  we  certainly 
ought  to  believe  that  there  is  Christian  power  enough,  and  brains 
enough  and  conscience  enough,  in  these  United  States  of  America, 
to  take  out  of  darkness  these  250,000  men  and  women,  and  lead 
them  into  the  light  of  Christianity. 

President  Gates. —  And  now  we  are  to  hear  from  one  who  has 
been  the  strongest  advocate  and  the  wisest  friend  of  the  Indian, 
in  legislative  committees,  whom  the  country  has  ever  known.  We 
hardly  see  how  we  are  to  carry  forward  Indian  legislation  without 
Senator  Dawes.  I  look  with  painful  anxiety  to  this  next  session  of 
Congress,  to  see  how  things  will  turn.  Only  those  who  have  known 
the  practical  difl&culty  of  getting  before  Congress  wise  measures,  and 
in  such  form  that  a  majority  vote  can  be  secured  for  them,  can  under- 
stand the  persistent,  wise,  far-reaching  work  that  Senator  Dawes  has 
done  for  Indian  reform.  I  have  great  pleasure  in  announcing  an 
address  by  Senator  Dawes. 


ADDRESS   OF   SENATOR   DAWES. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen^ — Dr.  Abbott  intimated,  although  he  did  not 
quite  indorse  it  himself,  that  the  general  impression  was  that  it  was 
impossible  to  secure  a  general  public  opinion  in  recognition  of  the 
rights  of  the  Indian.  This  is  a  mistake  ;  and  I  do  not  see  how  any- 
body can  look  back  upon  the  last  fifteen  years,  and  even  countenance 
for  a  minute  such  a  sentiment. 

The  policy  under  which  we  are  acting  is  just  fifteen  years  old  ;  and 
what  has  been  accomplished  in  that  time  ?  The  first  dollar  that  the 
United  States  ever  took  out  of  its  own  money  for  the  education  of 
the  Indian  was  put  at  the  disposal  of  the  Indian  Commissioner  in  the 
year  1878,  and  it  was  twenty  thousand  dollars.  The  next  year  it  was 
thirty  thousand  dollars,  the  next  sixty  thousand,  and  last  year  it  was 
two  millions  and  a  quarter.  In  that  fifteen  years  the  United  States 
Treasury  has  appropriated  about  seventeen  million  dollars  for  the 
education  of  the  Indian,  and  in  recognition  of  his  rights  in  this  land. 
The  people  of  the  United  States  have  forced  Congress  in  that  time 
to  make  one-third  of  that  race  citizens  of  the  United  States,  with  all 
the  rights,  privileges,  and  immunities,  and  subject  to  all  the  obliga- 
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tions,  of  citizens  of  the  United  Slates.  It  has  opened  to  them  all 
the  courts,  guaranteed  to  their  heirs,  according  to  the  statutes  of  the 
States  in  which  they  live,  the  descent  of  their  property,  defined  the 
marriage  relation,  defined  the  legitimacy  of  their  children.  It  has 
put  one-third  of  them  all,  in  these  fifteen  years,  on  an  equality  in 
every  respect  with  us,  so  that  they  enjoy  the  rights  which  you  and  I 
enjoy.  Does  an)'body  tell  me  that  any  other  undertaking  in  those 
years,  depending  upon  an  association  of  labor  and  the  agitation  of 
issues,  has  accomplished  more  in  the  last  fifteen  years  than  this 
work  ?     If  so,  I  should  like  to  know  what  it  is. 

I  am  not  here  to  argue  disputed  questions.  I  have  been  requested 
to  talk  a  little  about  the  appropriation  bills,  and  therefore  I  will  not 
stop  to  argue  with  Dr.  Abbott  or  any  one  of  you  the  question  whether 
it  were  wise  or  unwise  for  your  churches  to  cut  loose  from  the  United 
States  government  in  this  work.  I  have  always  refused  to  argue  it, 
though  I  have  my  own  private  opinion  of  it  as  an  original  question. 
I  have  been  like  that  old  man  building  the  walls  of  Jerusalem,  whom 
Sanballat  and  that  other  fellow  (Geshem)  wanted  to  come  down  and 
argue  with  them :  I  have  had  something  else  to  do.  I  feel  on  this 
question  of  the  appropriations  that  to-day  the  Indian  is  in  a  crisis.  I 
know  it  is  the  way  with  public  speakers  to  talk  about  crises,  and  the 
politicians  have  them  annually  on  their  hands.  But  I  shall  be  much 
mistaken  if  I  do  not  show  you  that  the  Indian  is  in  a  crisis,  out  of 
which  as  he  may  come  will  depend  the  ultimate  result  for  good  or 
evil  of  all  the  work  we  have  done. 

The  Indian  is  coming  out  from  barbarism  into  citizenship,  but  he 
is  coming  out  by  a  process  that  no  other  barbarian  ever  went  through. 
Others  in  this  work  have  come  up  by  degrees,  step  by  step,  and  have 
never  lifted  one  foot  out  of  the  mire  until  they  have  been  able  to  put 
the  other  upon  firm  ground.  But  the  process  by  which  the  Indian  is 
brought  out  of  barbarism  into  citizenship  is  an  instantaneous  process ; 
and  the  process,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  has  involved  little  instrumentality 
of  his  own  in  the  accomplishment  of  the  fact.  Allotment  makes  him 
instantaneously  a  citizen.  To-day  he  is  in  his  blanket  and  his  war- 
paint and  in  his  tepee  :  you  give  him  i6o  acres  of  land  in  severalty, 
and  to-morrow  he  has  ceased  to  be  a  ward  of  the  United  States.  The 
United  States  has  let  slip  its  hold  upon  him.  He  has  escaped  much 
as  a  bird  escapes  out  of  a  cage  door.  He  has  thrown  off  every  parti- 
cle of  control  that  the  United  States  had  over  him.  He  has  no  title 
to  a  dollar  of  money  for  his  education  from  the  treasury  of  the 
United  States.     He  is  a  citizen  like  me. 

That  is  not  all.  The  United  States  has  put  him  upon  i6o  acres  of 
land,  and  has  declared  that  it  will  hold  that  land  for  him  for  twenty- 
five  years  free  from  all  State  taxes  or  any  other  charge  whatever. 
And  yet,  if  he  is  to  be  educated  at  all,  unless  the  United  States  shall 
educate  him,  he  must  be  educated  by  that  State  which,  the  United 
States  says,  shall  not  tax  a  dollar  of  his  property  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  his  education.  There  are  whole  counties  in  some  of  these 
Western  States  to-day  all  made  up  of  allotted  Indians,  and  not  a  foot 
of  their  land  can  be  taxed  by  those  States.  The  State  must  supplv, 
out  of  its  treasury,  their  school-houses  if  they  have  them,  their  roads 
if  they  have  them,  their  bridges  if  they  have  them,  their  court-houses 
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if  they  have  them.  The  State  must  maintain  orJer  among  them  if 
they  have  order.  And  the  white  people  of  the  other  counties  of  the 
State  must  pay  for  all  these  things.  Therefore  it  is  that,  while  the 
United  States  is  forcing  this  process,  there  comes  upon  the  govern- 
ment a  louder  call  for  increased  appropriation  and  more  efficient 
work  on  its  part,  to  supply  that  which  it  has  declared  the  State  shall 
not  do.     It  is  in  lieu  of  the  taxation  it  has  forbidden. 

The  exigency  of  the  Indian  at  this  point  is  like  that  of  a  man  in 
a  boat  nearing  the  shore,  when  he  pushes  the  boat  out  from  under 
him  with  one  foot  before  he  gets  the  other  upon  solid  ground.  The 
chances  are  against  him,  unless  the  United  States  at  this  point  meets 
with  renewed  vigor  and  with  larger  effort  and  appropriation  the  exi- 
gency and  the  crisis.  This  is  but  one  crisis  with  him,  but  there  will 
never  be  another  like  it.  If  he  survives,  he  goes  on  well ;  if  not,  the 
last  end  of  the  Indian  will  be  worse  than  the  first.  That  is  why  it  is 
incumbent  upon  every  friend  of  the  Indian  to  present  his  cause  to 
Congress  with  more  earnestness,  with  clearer  conception  of  the  com- 
plication into  which  the  policy  of  the  United  States  has  brought  his 
relation  with  the  States  in  which  he  is  living. 

You  must  take  the  Indian  by  the  hand,  and  see  to  it  that  he  does 
not  fall  back  into  the  stream.  The  government  must  do  it.  You 
cannot  ask  the  State  of  Nebraska  to  take  three  counties  of  allotted 
Indians,  not  a  foot  of  whose  land  can  be  taxed  for  twenty  five  years 
for  the  support  and  civilization  of  those  who  live  in  these  counties, — 
you  cannot  ask  Nebraska,  with  any  expectation  that  she  will  respond, 
to  meet  the  needs  of  the  Omaha  Indians  at  this  moment.  Pretty  soon 
the  State  will  rebel  against  this  idea  of  having  all  this  allotted  land 
exempt  for  twenty-five  years  from  taxation ;  and  the  United  States 
must  meet  it  with  an  equivalent.  The  equivalent  is  to  do  for  these 
Indians  now,  and  in  this  matter,  what  the  government  has  put  it  out 
of  the  power  of  the  State  to  do. 

Now,  hovf  are  you  going  to  do  it  ?  You  are  going  to  do  it,  if  at 
all,  with  an  increased  appropriation  for  his  civilization  and  support, 
through  the  process  of  education.  And  how  are  you  going  to  suc- 
ceed in  getting  this  increased  appropriation? 

Now,  let  me  say,  from  my  observation,  that  there  is  no  hostility  to 
the  Indian  in  Congress.  You  are  to  get  this  money  through  Con- 
gress. The  plan  proposed  to  you  by  Dr.  Abbott  is  a  grand  plan,  but 
the  United  States  Congress  has  to  be  moved ;  and  how  is  it  best  to 
move  Congress  ?  Congress  is  made  up  of  two  or  three  sorts  of  men. 
One  is  the  men  who  are  indifferent  to  the  Indian's  welfare.  They 
have  never  had  any  contact  with  him;  and  they  have  believed  that 
he  was  passing  away,  and  that  we  should  get  clear  of  him  very  soon. 
Another  class  is  made  up  of  those  in  whom  economy  predominates: 
they  subordinate  everything  else  in  an  appropriation  bill  to  this  over- 
ruling desire  to  see  how  small  it  can  be.  I  had  that  disease  once  my- 
self. I  was  chairman  of  a  Committee  on  Appropriations  in  the  House 
for  two  years,  and  I  know  how  it  is.  The  third  class  is  the  class  that 
do  not  know  what  the  situation  is.  It  has  come  to  be  that  the  admin- 
istration of  Indian  affairs  in  Congress  has  fallen  into  new  hands.  It 
could  not  be  otherwise.  They  do  not  know  the  subject  as  those  do 
who  have  worked  for  twenty  years  in  it.    They  have  got  to  be  taught 
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to  comprehend  the  full  scope  and  bearing  of  this  problem,  not  upon 
the  Indian  alone,  but  also  upon  the  people  of  the  States  in  which  the 
Indian  lives.  They  must  be  educated  as  well  as  the  Indian  himself, 
who  is  becoming  a  feature  and  factor  in  the  government,  and  whose 
vote  is  as  good  as  the  vote  of  any  white  man  at  the  ballot-box.  Now, 
let  me  tell  you  how  I  would  approach  Congress  in  this  matter.  I  will 
tell  you  first  what  I  would  not  do.  I  would  not  get  up  a  petition  ta 
Congress,  and  have  it  printed,  all  in  the  same  words,  and  then  send 
it  from  a  central  office  all  over  the  country,  to  come  back  to  be  pre- 
sented to  Congress  in  precisely  the  same  words  from  every  part  of 
the  country.  There  was  a  time  in  the  history  of  Congress  when  pe- 
titions had  an  influence ;  but  let  me  say  to  you  that,  in  my  opinion, 
that  time  has  gone  by.  Congress  has  become  familiar  with  machine 
work.  Bushels  of  petitions  are  presented  every  morning,  with  as 
little  effect  as  the  leaves  that  fall  from  these  trees  around  us. 

Another  thing  I  would  not  do.  When  you  have  got  something  of 
special  interest  in  Congress,  I  would  not  go  to  a  printing-office  with 
a  half-bushel  of  postal-cards,  and  have  printed  on  the  back  of  them, 
"  I  protest  against  this  thing,"  or  "  This  thing  ought  to  be  done,"  and 
leave  a  blank  for  the  name  and  the  place  and  a  date,  and  send  them 
off  into  the  country,  and  have  them  come  back  to  Congress  by  the 
peck.  Three-fourths  of  them,  probably,  go  to  the  chairman  of  the 
committee,  who  does  not  need  converting  at  all. 

Let  me  give  you  an  illustration.  The  whole  northern  country  was 
aroused  about  the  removal  of  the  Southern  Utes  ;  and  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  was  intensely  wrought  up,  trying 
to  prevent  that  removal.  It  was  desirable  to  get  up  a  public  senti- 
ment against  this  removal.  How  was  it  done  ?  Somebody  got  ten 
thousand  I  should  think  of  these  cards  printed,  the  words  of  every 
one  just  the  same,  only  the  difference  of  the  date  and  the  man's  name 
at  the  bottom.  They  were  sent  through  the  country ;  and  they  came 
back  to  Washington, —  three-fourths  of  them  to  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  who  was  already  doing  his  best  to  prevent  the  removal, — 
urging  him  to  use  his  influence  against  the  removal  of  the  Utes. 
A  Southern  senator  came  to  me  once  with  two  of  these  cards,  one 
dated  in  Massachusetts,  and  the  other  in  Arkansas,  on  the  same  day. 
He  put  them  together,  and  said,  "  There  is  not  a  comma's  difference 
between  these  two :  how  in  the  world  did  the  man  in  Arkansas  hap- 
pen to  write  exactly  what  the  man  in  Massachusetts  did  ? " 

These  things  not  only  have  no  influence :  they  are  worse.  The 
member  of  Congress  who  gets  them  puts  them  into  the  waste-basket 
as  fast  as  they  come.  Do  not  do  that  any  more.  I  do  not  now  care 
how  much  you  fret  the  chairman  of  Indian  affairs,  but  that  is  not  the 
way  to  affect  Congress. 

I  will  tell  you  what  I  did  once.  I  was  chairman  of  a  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  in  the  House,  and  there  was  a  measure  in  which 
a  gentleman  from  another  district  was  intensely  interested.  He  came 
to  me  to  see  about  it.  "  How  can  I  get  the  members  of  Congress  in- 
terested in  this  ? "  he  asked.  I  said  :  "  I  will  tell  you.  If  you  can  find 
anybody  in  the  district  represented  by  A.  B.  whom  you  can  interest 
in  this,  get  him  to  sit  down  and,  in  his  own  language,  write  to  his 
member  of  Congress  about  it.     If  you  cannot  find  anybody  in  his  dis- 
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trict  that  takes  an  interest  in  it,  you  may  be  sure  you  cannot  get  him 
interested.  Then  go  to  the  next  district,  and  find  some  one  there 
who  will,  in  his  own  words,  write  his  interest  in  this  business  to  his 
member  of  Congress."  In  about  a  week  or  ten  days. the  member 
came  to  me,  saying,  "  I  have  a  letter  from  one  of  my  constituents  on 
this  subject."  Then  another  came,  saying  the  same  thing,  and  so  on; 
and  so  the  thing  was  accomplished.  The  member  of  Congress  had 
been  able  to  interest  these  constituents ;  and  they  in  turn  interested 
each  their  member,  and  in  that  way  the  matter  was  decided. 

Take  hold  of  this  matter.  See  to  it  that  no  member  of  Congress 
has  any  peace  at  your  hands  or  at  the  hands  of  his  own  constituents, 
and  the  work  is  done. 

Every  year  until  last  year  there  has  been  an  increased  appropria- 
tion for  the  education  of  the  Indians.  There  was  more  need  for  an 
increase  last  year  than  ever.  Why  did  it  fall  short  ?  When  the 
American  Missionary  Association  in  Hartford  decided  to  withdraw 
from  accepting  any  portion  of  the  United  States  money, —  without 
entering  into  the  wisdom  of  the  matter,— I  thought  I  saw  that  the 
Appropriations  Committee  would  claim  that  so  much  was  saved  to 
them.  They  said:  "The  churches  are  not  going  to  abandon  this 
work.  They  will  notify  us  that  they  will  carry  it  on  themselves,  and 
we  shall  be  saved  so  much."  I  was  afraid  of  that  result :  It  is  one 
thing  to  withdraw:  it  is  quite  another  thing  to  let  the  withdrawal 
inure  in  point  of  money  to  those  whose  supreme  end  is  the  reduction 
of  the  appropriation  bill.  Those  who  had  charge  of  the  bill  found 
it  impossible  to  increase  the  appropriation.  They  were  met  by  the 
argument :  "All  this  money  that  we  have  heretofore  appropriated  in 
this  bill  for  the  churches,  the  churches  have  declined  to  take,  and  will 
carry  on  the  work  themselves.  Why,  then,  should  we  not  save  the 
government  so  much  .> "  That  is  one  reason  why  for  the  first  time  in 
fifteen  years  the  appropriation  has  fallen  below  instead  of  rising 
above  the  mark. 

I  believe  this  work  b  to  be  accomplished.  I  do  not  expect  to  have 
any  hand  in  it.  I  do  not  expect,  in  the  language  of  the  man  of  the 
chase,  to  "  be  in  at  the  death."  But  it  is  going  on ;  it  cannot  be 
stopped;  it  has  gone  beyond  the  point  where  it  could  be  reversed. 
But  it  can  be  starved,  it  can  be  crippled,  it  can  be  postponed,  and 
the  beneficial  results  put  off  in  the  distance ;  and  the  evils  insepara- 
ble from  this  sudden  transition  from  a  state  of  barbarism  to  a  full 
American  citizenship  may  be  felt  even  more  than  at  present.  But 
ultimately  it  will  be  accomplished.  It  will  come  within  the  life  of 
some  of  you.  During  the  life  of  most  of  you,  perhaps,  the  last  tepee 
upon  the  plain  shall  have  given  place  to  an  enlightened  citizenship, 
and  to  the  home,  with  womanhood  at  the  fireside  and  manhood  at 
the  threshold. 

Captain  Pratt  was  invited  to  follow  Senator  Dawes. 

Capt.  Pratt. —  I  first  want  to  speak  of  one  or  two  subjects  that 
came  before  us  to-day.  I  am  in  hearty  accord  with  what  General 
Howard  and  Captain  Wotherspoon  have  said  on  the  subject  of  army 
officers  employed  as   Indian   agents.    The   army  never  wanted  the 
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Indians,  so  far  as  I  know,  and  does  not  want  them  now.  The 
records  of  the  War  Department  will  show  that  I  fought  as  hard  as  I 
thought  was  right  for  me  to  against  entering  into  Indian  service, 
until  after  having  been  specially  assigned  to  it  by  an  act  of  Congress, 
when  I  felt  called  on  to  continue,  and  do  the  best  I  could.  But  I  am 
more  opposed  to  turning  the  Indians  over  to  the  army  because  it 
would  be  only  a  temporary  triumph  for  a  vicious,  un-American  prin- 
ciple, directing  the  interests  and  tendencies  of  the  Indians  principally 
towards,  and  practically  consigning  them  to,  the  army  for  the  future, 
and  would  more  or  less  close  the  doors  in  other  directions,  and 
hence  breed  injustice  and  failure.  General  Grant's  "  peace  policy " 
failed  because  he  farmed  out  the  agencies  to  the  several  churches, 
giving  them  exclusive  control  in  appointment  of  agents  and  em- 
ployees, thus  saying  to  certain  tribes,  "You  must  become  Catho- 
lics," and  to  others,  "  You  are  to  be  Episcopalians,*'  and  to  others, 
•*  You  must  be  Presbyterians,"  etc. 

I  am  not  going  to  speak  of  civil  service.  I  was  advised  not  to  I 
It  went  farther  than  that :  I  was  importuned  not  to.  But  I  want  to 
say  this.  My  experience  in  these  matters  leads  me  to  other  conclu- 
sions. We  have  heard  here  a  great  deal  of  praise  for  one  particular 
man  as  Indian  Commbsioner,  and  I  want  to  call  your  attention  to 
the  fact  that  this  man  was  a  conspicuous  product  of  the  spoils  sys- 
tem. So,  if  he  was  really  the  good  product  these  champions  of  civil 
service  claim,  perhaps  there  is  something  in  the  spoils  system  not  so 
bad,  after  all.     I  would  like  to  turn  loose  on  civil  service  reform. 

President  Gates. —  Go  on,  captain. 

Capt.  Pratt. —  No  :  I  will  let  it  stand  where  it  is,  and  let  it  work 
out  its  own  salvation. 

President  Gates. —  It  will  do  so. 

Capt.  Pratt. —  It  will  have  to  radically  change  its  character  then, 
for  my  experience  proves  it  to  be  a  bundle  of  inefficiency  and  hin- 
drance. 

In  regard  to  the  schocds  and  the  Indians.  Just  think,  friends,  as 
you  sit  here  together  to-night,  of  the  intellect,  the  force,  the  power, 
there  is  in  this  room,  if  brought  to  bear  upon  this  question.  Is  there 
a  city  of  any  size  in  the  United  States  that  could  not  be  governed 
more  ably  than  it  is  now  by  the  forces  in  this  room  ?  The  Indians 
are  probably  less  in  number  than  a  fourth^ of  the  people  of  Philadel- 
phia ;  and  yet  we  go  on  platforming  here  year  after  year,  and  with  a 
great  Indian  Department  at  Washington,  and  men  all  over  the  field, 
struggling  with  these  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  people,  trying 
to  get  them  into  some  shape  that  will  enable  them  to  stand  shoulder 
to  shoulder  with  us,  and  fill  their  places  in  this  country.  What  makes 
it  so  difficult?  Why  is  it  so  hard  to  do  this  small  thing?  I  say 
small  thing  because  it  ir  a  small  thing.  The  Indian  question  has  to 
be  settled  individually,  and  not  collectively ;  and  our  obtuse  persist- 
ence that  it  shall  only  be  settled  collectively  is  the  trouble.  In 
this  room  are  Indian  men  some  of  whom  were  born  in  the  lowest 
dregs  of  Indian  life  ;  and  yet  they  are  capable  of  fluently  using  our 
language  and  arguing  manfully  with  us  for  their  rights,  and  they  can 
go  out  and  take  hold  of  the  affairs  of  our  civilization  side  by  side 
with  us,  and  hold  their  own.     They  are  capable,  civilized,  Christian 
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gentlemen.  If  this  condition  has  been  reached  in  only  one  or  two 
cases,  it  is  sufficient  to  indicate  that  it  may  be  repeated  in  all  their 
cases.  If,  in  addition  to  these,  many  Indians  have  reached  this  con- 
dition of  advancement, —  and  many  have  reached  it, —  how  weak, 
foolish,  and  silly  in  us  not  to  adopt  at  once  the  simple,  common-sense 
means  by  which  they  rose  !  We  Mohonkites  have  been  working  on 
the  Indian  school  question,  and  are  going  to  make  another  great 
effort  with  Congress  to  have  the  school  appropriation  still  further 
enlarged,  hoping  to  lift  it  out  on  that  line.  Four  years  ago,  in  this 
room,  I  protested  against  the  plan  then  inaugurated.  I  did  not 
believe  then,  and  from  longer  experience  do  not  believe  now,  that 
the  school  will  do  it.  It  needs  something  more  than  that.  The 
school  is  theoretical :  we  need  something  practical.  The  school  on 
the  reservation  can  be  made  to  do  a  part ;  but  that  is,  and  will  con- 
tinue to  be,  a  very  small  part  towards  getting  the  man  into  his  place 
in  civilization  and  as  a  citizen.  It  is  like  a  hot-bed.  It  may  give  the 
seeds  a  start,  but  it  cannot  grow  cabbages.  None  of  these  capable 
Indian  gentlemen  gained  their  civilized  ability  in  their  tribes  or  near 
their  tribes.  They  came  far  from  the  tribes,  and  utilized  the  appli- 
ances of  our  most  advanced  civilization.  I  do  not  know  any  capa- 
ble, civilized  Indians  who  did  not  reach  that  condition  in  the  same 
way ;  and  I  probably  know  quite  as  many  such  Indians  as  any  person 
in  this  room. 

The  Indian  has  learned  by  long  experience  to  believe  somewhat 
that  the  only  good  white  man  is  a  dead  white  man,  and  he  is  just  as 
right  about  it  as  any  of  us  are  in  thinking  the  same  of  the  Indian.  It 
is  only  the  Indian  in  them  that  ought  to  be  killed  ;  and  it  is  the  bad 
influence  of  the  bad  white  man  that  ought  to  be  killed,  too.  How  are 
these  hindering,  hurtful  sentiments  and  conditions  on  both  sides  to 
be  ended?  Certainly,  never  by  continuing  the  segregating  policy, 
which  gives  the  Indian  no  chance  to  see,  know,,  and  participate  in  our 
affairs  and  industries,  and  thus  prove  to  himself  and  us  that  he  has 
better  stuff  in  him,  and  which  prevents  his  learning  how  wrong  is  his 
conception  of  the  truly  civilized  white  man.  Indian  youth  can  gain 
little  courage  to  meet  us  by  any  purely  Indian  school  experience  we 
can  give  him.  I  do  not  care  if  we  plant  schools  for  him  in  our  most 
civilized  communities :  if  we  simply  keep  him  in  school  as  an  Indian^ 
he  does  not  gain  that  which  will  make  him  capable  of  filling  his  place 
as  an  American  citizen.  He  must  have  something  more  than  Indian 
school,  more  than  school  of  any  sort :  he  must  have  experience.  I 
have  come  to  know  this  through  long  and  wide  experiences  I  have 
grown  to  believe  in  every  fibre  of  me  that  we  wrong  ourselves  and  the 
Indians  when  we  build  them  up  as  tribes,  and  to  know  that  we  do 
this  when  we  plant  our  schools  in  the  tribes,  where  their  greatest  in- 
fluence is  to  hold  the  Indian  to  the  tribe;  that,  by  spending  all  our 
energies  and  efforts  to  keep  them  tribes  and  separate  communities, 
we  but  perpetuate  bureau  control  and  prolong  missionary  fields,  but 
grow  up  precious  little  of  the  independent  manhood  fibre  required  for 
success  in  our  civilization.  I  believe  that,  for  any  right  government 
purposes,  tribal  schools  are  largely  a  waste  of  public  money,  and  that, 
if  the  schools  of  the  United  States  are  not  good  enough  for  the 
Indian,  if  he  will  not  accept  them,  and  through  them  come  into  indi- 
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vidual  contact  and  struggle  with  the  other  children  and  people  of  the 
United  States,  he  is  not  deserving  of  our  money  or  our  school  help. 
And  there  is  where  my  friends,  the  missionaries,  and  I  differ.  I  am 
not  fighting  the  missionaries.  I  am  simplifying  their  work ;  that  is,  if 
they  care  to  end  the  job.  The  Indian  tribes  in  this  State  of  New 
York  are  just  as  alien  to  the  United  States  and  its  interests  as  any 
we  have.  I  urged  the  missionaries  and  other  supervising  powers  that 
they  be  put  into  the  public  schools,  and  out  of  and  away  from  the 
reservations.  It  was  said  that  it  could  not  be  done.  I  said  that  it 
could  be  done  in  Pennsylvania,  and  that  the  same  intention  to  do  it 
would  succeed  in  New  York,  and  that  I  would  take  a  few  of  them 
and  put  them  into  Pennsylvania  schools,  to  show  that  it  could  be 
done.  I  received  a  few,  and  then  I  was  urged  to  take  a  great  many ; 
and  I  did  take  about  seventy. 

Question. —  Did  you  put  them  into  the  public  schools  of  Penn- 
sylvania ? 

Capt.  Pratt. —  Yes,  sir :  a  good  many  of  them.  I  have  said  over 
and  over  again  to  the  department  that  I  would  put  a  great  many  chil- 
dren into  the  public  schools.  The  whole  trend  is  toward  the  tribe  and 
the  West,  because  the  missionary  does  not  want  to  be  disturbed  in 
building  up  his  separate  community ;  and  the  Western  politician  backs 
the  missionary  by  demanding  that  the  public  money  be  expended  in 
his  district  and  in  the  West  as  offset  to  Eastern  public  buildings  and 
river  and  harbor  appropriations.  That  they  thus  perpetuate  instead 
of  end  the  Indian  problem  is  a  bonanza  for  them. 

We  have  had  here  from  two  great  Western  Indian  schools  the  state- 
ment that  they  cannot  get  the  children  out  to  work  and  into  families 
and  the  public  schools,  because  of  the  hatred  the  whites  there  have 
for  the  Indian. 

Mr.  CoppocK. —  We  do  not  want  to. 

Capt.  Pratt. —  He  wants  to  keep  them  tribes,  that  they  may  grow 
into  nations.  Here  is  the  Choctaw  Indian  gentleman  who  has  sung 
for  us  so  sweetly,  educated  at  Union  College.  His  tribe  has  had 
tribal  and  mission  schools  for  many  years.  It  has  also  sent  away  a 
select  few  of  its  youth  to  Eastern  institutions  for  education,  but  only 
to  return  immediately  and  rule  the  tribe.  Through  these  influences 
it  has  grown  more  and  more  away  from  and  in  a  sense  independent 
of  the  United  States,  until  it  has  come  to  assume  to  be  the  Choctaw 
nation,  and  has  grown  to  be  a  more  difficult  problem  for  the  govern- 
ment to  deal  with  and  settle  than  the  wilder  tribes, —  isn't  it,  Senator 
Dawes  ? 

Senator  Dawes. —  Yes ;  and  there  are  five  such  tribes. 

Capt.  Pratt. —  Following  these  same  influences,  we  are  going 
right  on  to  build  up  the  same  conditions  in  the  tribes.  We  establish 
many  schools  among  them,  and  thus  utilize  as  a  centralizing  force 
what  ought  to  be  a  broadening,  distributing  influence  ;  and  as  a  result 
we  shall  soon  have  a  Sioux  nation,  and  a  very  strong  one,  much  more 
difficult  to  handle  because  of  the  pains  we  have  taken  to  hold  it  to- 
gether and  strengthen  it  as  a  tribe.  Then  we  shall  go  on  in  the  same 
old  way  to  create  a  Piegan  nation,  a  Blackfeet  nation,  a  Chippewa 
nation,  and  so  on. 

Two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  Indian  people  to  deal' with,  that  is 
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all,  our  missionaries  and  their  societies  forever  coaxing  them  back 
to  the  reservations,  and  unwilling  that  any  should  get  away.  You 
will  remember  there  was  a  talented  Episcopal  minister  at  Mohonk 
several  years  ago,  who  stated  that  he  had  a  white  congregation  over 
here  in  New  York  State.  I  urged  that  he  should  stay  there,  because 
he  liked  it  and  was  satisfactory.  But  no.  The  influences  that  edu- 
cated him  demanded  that  he  go  back  to  his  people.  If  we  should 
send  all  the  Germans  coming  to  us  to  Wisconsin,  they  would  surely 
perpetuate  Germany ;  and,  if  we  should  treat  the  emigrants  from  all 
other  nations  in  the  same  way,  we  should  soon  have  a  good  many 
problems  on  our  hands.  One  of  the  diflicult  problems  that  Philadel- 
phia has  to  deal  with  now  is  a  community  of  about  thirty-five  thou- 
sand Italians.  There  are  always  problems  where  we  have  a  concen- 
tration of  un-Americanized  masses.  To  end  the  Indian  problem, 
these  Indian  masses  must  be  broken  up,  distributed,  and  assimilated ; 
and  this  can  be  done  without  harm  to  them,  and  with  great  salvation 
to  them  in  every  way  as  individuals.  These  Indian  boys  and  girls 
who  are  here  as  Mohonk  guests  came  to  Carlisle  weak,  helpless,  and 
afraid  of  us  and  our  civilization.  Now  they  are  healthy  and  clean, 
and  are  able  to  hold  their  own  in  the  United  States.  There  is 
scarcely  an  Indian  boy  or  girl  above  fifteen,  no  matter  if  from  the 
lowest  Indian  life,  whom,  after  three  years  under  Carlisle  and  its  out- 
ing system,  we  cannot  safely  turn  loose  in  Pennsylvania,  or  elsewhere 
in  civilization,  with  ability  to  take  care  of  himself  or  herself.  That 
is  the  end  of  that  one  problem,  if  we  could  allow  it  to  end  there. 
This  is  not  theory :  it  is  practice.  We  have  been  carrying  it  on  for 
fourteen  years ;  and  I  can  take  you  to  places  and  show  you  individ- 
ual Indian  men  and  women  doing  well,  contending  successfully  with 
the  industrious  masses  of  our  country. 

Mr.  Smiley. —  Will  you  explain  about  your  outing  system  ? 

Capt.  Pratt. —  Every  spring  we  place  our  children  out  to  work  and 
in  families.  We  find  good  places  for  them  where  they  will  receive 
dollars  and  cents  equal  to  the  value  of  their  labor.  We  have  been 
doing  this  for  fourteen  years.  We  now  have  over  five  hundred  out 
every  summer,  and  they  earn  a  very  considerable  sum  in  the  total. 
They  earned  last  year  $22,000.  During  the  winter  we  leave  a  num- 
ber out  in  white  families,  who  work  out  of  school  hours  for  their  board 
and  attend  the  public  schools.  Last  winter  we  had  above  two  hundred 
out  in  the  public  schools.  We  get  an  appropriation  from  Congress 
which  covers  about  five  hundred  and  fifty ;  but  by  the  aid  of  this  out- 
ing we  carried  an  average  of  seven  hundred  and  thirty-three  during 
the  last  twelve  months,  nearly  two  hundred  more  than  we  had  appro- 
priation for.  I  have  said  over  and  over  again  that,  if  the  department 
will  give  me  a  thousand  children  on  an  appropriation  of  $100,000  for 
support,  I  will  take  care  of  them.  I  will  place  a  part  of  them  in  the 
public  schools  during  the  winter,  and  make  them  take  care  of  them- 
selves. Self-help  is  the  best  of  all  help.  If  an  Indian  boy  has  to  do 
mune  of  bis  own  thinking  and  get  his  education  by  using  his  own 
muscle,  he  will  value  it  more,  and  it  will  be  of  far  more  real  service  to 
him. 

Mrs.  Lander. —  How  are  those  Indians  taken  into  the  families? 
How  do  they  learn  home  life  ? 
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Capt.  Pratt. —  We  find  generally  good  home  life,  where  the  people 
will  take  them  as  their  own  children,  to  sit  at  the  same  table,  and 
work  side  by  side  with  the  boys  of  the  family,  and  the  girls  to  work 
with  the  house-mother  and  the  girls  of  the  family.  These  are  mostly 
the  kind  of  homes  we  find.  Talk  with  these  boys  and  girls  who  are 
here  about  this.     They  have  all  had  these  experiences. 

President  Gates. —  I  once  looked  over  a  pile  of  letters  and  cards 
received  from  these  boys  and  girls  on  their  outing,  and  they  were  ex- 
ceedingly interesting.  '  'i| 

Capt.  Pratt.  These  children  go  out  then  from  such  homes  into 
the  public  schools  of  the  State.  They  work  just  as  I  did  when  I  was 
a  boy.  My  little  schooling  had  to  be  obtained  in  that  way.  I 
worked  mornings  and  evenings  and  Saturdays  to  pay  for  my  board 
while  I  went  to  school  in  the  winter. 

President  Gates. —  Are  there  many  holding  their  own  in  Eastern 
civilization  ? 

Capt.  Pratt. —  Yes :  some  as  mechanics,  some  as  nurses,  and  a 
good  many  with  farmers.  There  are  both  boys  and  girls  out  in  the 
homes  in  the  East  who  have  practically  left  their  Western  homes. 
Some  are  orphans.  I  should  tell  you  that  I  only  look  upon  Carlisle 
and  its  methods  as  indicating  one  of  many  ways  out  of  tribal  and 
into  American  life. 

Question. —  Are  their  parents  willing  to  have  their  children  re- 
main in  this  part  of  the  country  ? 

Capt.  Pratt. —  Do  you  suppose  a  boy  leaves  Ireland  without  ob- 
jection on  the  part  of  the  parent  ?  Did  any  of  us  leave  home  without 
regret  of  our  parents  and  urgings  to  come  back  ?  Such  objection  is 
natural.  But,  after  all,  to  rise  and  amount  to  anything,  each  individ. 
ual  must  stand  for  himself ;  and  he  should  be  governed  by  the  wis- 
dom and  the  power  that  be  can  accumulate  within  himself  as  to  where 
he  should  go  and  what  he  should  be. 

Mr.  Austin  Abbott. —  I  have  listened  with  great  appreciation  and 
admiration  to  your  account  of  your  system.  But  the  question  arises^ 
Is  it  practicable  to  bring  thirty-five  thousand  children  away  from  their 
homes,  and  leave  the  Indians  in  the  process  of  redemption  without 
any  children,  while  the  Indian  children  are  subjected  to  this  outing 
system,  or  should  both  systems  be  maintained  ?  Is  ^our  own  system 
practicable,  after  all  ? 

Capt.  Pratt. —  There  should  be  a  larger  working  and  more  help- 
fulness along  these  lines.  Every  Indian  school  should  do  something 
to  help  them  to  individually  grow  out  of  the  tribe  and  into  the  wider 
opportunities  of  our  American  life.  There  should  be  a  public  senti- 
ment in  favor  of  it  all  over  the  country.  To  help  the  individual  mem- 
ber to  rise,  certainly  does  no  violence  to  any  family  or  tribe ;  and  this 
plan  has  been  helpful  in  all  instances. .  Let  it  grow.  Let  the  mission- 
aries in  their  schools  work  this  way  instead  of  universally  pulling 
back  to  the  tribe.  After  a  while  the  idea  of  becoming  American  cit- 
izens instead  of  Omahas  and  Winnebagoes  may  come  to  be  like  sheep 
getting  out  of  a  field, —  one  finds  a  place  where  he  can  get  out,  and 
all  the  rest  follow. 

Dr.  Ward. —  Do  the  most  of  your  pupils  go  back  to  their  reserva- 
tions or  settle  here  in  the  East  ? 
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Capt.  Pratt. —  The  most  go  back  to  the  reservations.  I  cannot 
arbitrarily  prevent  it.  Here  is  a  good  lady,  now  in  this  room,  comes 
to  me  in  great  concern  about  one  of  my  students,  upon  whom  she  has 
been  spending  her  money  for  several  years,  who  has  not  met  her  ex- 
pectations. She  has  been  trying  to  give  him  a  college  education,  that 
he  may  go  back  and  preach  to  his  people.  I  had  sent  him  home  be- 
cause his  time  was  out.  She  did  not  ask  me.  What  can  I  do  ?  I 
would  like  to  see  that  fellow  sawing  wood  or  holding  a  plough.  If 
she  had  asked  me,  I  should  have  said,  "Let  him  alone:  let  him 
make  tents  or  shove  a  plane,  as  those  did  who  started  preaching." 

Dr.  McArthur. —  How  can  we  help  now  to  bring  about  the  result 
which  you  desire  ?  I  am  not  speaking  of  larger  appropriations ;  but 
how  can  the  various  denominations  help  ? 

Capt.  Pratt. —  If  the  churches,  instead  of  looking  at  a  bright 
young  Indian  man  and  imagining  they  saw  a  preacher  in  him,  would 
help  him  into  some  place  in  civilization  to  work,  and  then  look  after 
and  encourage  him  a  little,  as  my  good  friend.  Dr.  Lippincott,  has 
been  looking  after  my  boys,  calling  on  them  in  a  friendly  way  and 
giving  them  encouragement  and  counsel,  —  that  would  be  strong, 
right  help.  Somehow,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  churches  might  get 
into  their  secular  affairs  differently  from  what  they  do  with  very  great 
benefit  to  these  people  they  are  trying  to  help. 

Dr.  Strieby. —  What  can  the  Santee  School,  for  instance,  do  to 
carry  out  your  plan  ?  What  can  those  in  the  reservation  do  to  carry 
it  out  ? 

Capt.  Pratt. —  I  do  not  see  why  the  Santee  School,  through  all  the 
influences  it  has  to  draw  upon,  could  not  send  to  different  places  in 
the  United  States  individual  boys  and  girls  to  grow  up  and  be  out  and 
away  from  the  old,  and  into  new  and  better  associations.  This  is 
what  we  want  for  our  own  :  why  not  for  the  Indian  ?  Why  must  the 
individuals  rise  or  fall,  live  and  die,  as  tribes  together,  any  more  than 
Other  people  ? 

Dr.  Ward. —  What  would  you  have  done  with  the  fathers  and 
mothers  at  home  ? 

Capt.  Pratt. —  Well,  some  of  them  ought  to  die  off  pretty  soon. 
Perhaps  I  ought  to  give  you  some  farther  experiences.  I  took  to 
Florida  in  1875  old  men  and  old  women.  I  found  no  difficulty  in 
getting  the  old  men  to  work.  Indeed,  they  improved  and  succeeded 
so  well  that  finally  the  working  elements  of  that  community  peti- 
tioned Congress  to  have  me  stop  letting  them  go  out  to  work.  They 
also  learned  English.  What  I  said  about  Buffalo  Bill  is  true  of  all 
Indians.  If  we  could  bring  them  all  East,  and  separate  them, —  scat- 
ter them  for  only  a  month,  place  them  where  they  could  see  and  learn 
our  best  civilization,  and  keep  them  separated,  so  they  could  not  talk 
over  nor  participate  in  the  old  life, —  we  should  reach  results  that 
cannot  be  accomplished  in  years  by  our  present  methods.  Why 
nurse  the  old  systems  ?  Why  not  nurse  the  true  American  system, 
so  potent  in  Americanizing  all  other  masses? 

Miss  Dawks. —  Could  you  put  out  a  large  number  of  apprentices  in 
mechanic  arts  ?    What  would  the  labor  unions  have  to  say  about  it  ? 

Capt.  Pratt. —  The  difficulty  would  be  overcome  by  having  them 
join   the  trades-unions,  which   is   now   quite   an   American   feature. 
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Samuel  Townsend,  a  printer,  taught  in  our  office,  is  in  one  of  the 
largest  job  offices  in  Chicago,  and  has  been  there  about  a  year ;  but 
he  could  not  get  a  place  until  he  joined  the  trades-union. 

About  the  whole  thirty-five  thousand  Indian  children,  over  whom 
Dr.  Ward,  Mr.  Abbott,  and  other  New  York  City  gentlemen  stumble : 
I  have  to  say  that  through  the  Children's  Aid  Society,  during  the 
last  thirty  years.  New  York  City  has  gathered  from  her  slums,  and 
permanently  sent  away  from  their  parents  to  Western  homes,  more 
than  seventy-five  thousand  white  children.  This  is  regarded  by  them 
as  a  great  Christian  movement.  The  same  city  receives  and  dis- 
tributes to  homes  in  the  United  States  from  three  to  four  hundred 
thousand  foreign  speaking  emigrants  annually.  What  mysterious  in- 
fluence makes  the  gentlemen  incredulous  over  the  distribution,  in 
the  course  of  a  series  of  years,  of  over  two  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand Indians  ?  Do  they  expect  an  end  of  the  problem,  or  an  end  of 
the  expense  and  bother,  before  there  is  distribution  and  absorption  ? 
All  the  past  disproves  it.  Let  them  state  how  they  think  it  is  to  be 
done,  so  we  may  judge  which  plan  is  best. 

General  O.  O.  Howard  was  invited  to  speak. 

Gen.  Howard. —  1  have  enjoyed  what  Captain  Pratt  has  said  very 
much,  but  I  think  it  has  occurred  to  us  all  that  it  would  be  impracti- 
cable to  put  his  ideas  into  thorough  or  universal  operation.  I  went 
to  Arizona  in  1872,  and  I  began  there  just  a  little  of  that  operation. 
I  persuaded  the  parents  to  let  me  have  two  Indian  boys  to  bring 
East.  I  started  with  those  boys,  and  they  began  to  cry.  They  took 
on  so  much  and  their  sorrow  was  so  intense  that  the  people  along 
the  stage  route  begged  me  not  to  try  to  take  them  away.  At  last, 
before  reaching  the  border  of  the  Territory,  I  let  them  go  back  to  the 
Pima  tribe.  But,  under  the  influence  of  a  very  excellent  man  and 
his  wife,  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Cook,  those  Indians  were  later  persuaded  that 
there  were  better  things  in  the  East ;  and  the  son  of  the  chief,  An- 
tonita,  a  man  about  thirty-five  years  old,  came  on  with  the  children, 
and  came  to  Hampton,  and  obtained  as  much  education  as  he  could. 
He  was  too  old  to  learn  very  much,  but  he  did  the  best  he  could. 
The  children  stayed  to  go  through  the  course.  Little  by  little  that 
spirit  of  co-operation  with  the  tribe  and  with  Captain  Pratt  and  the 
school  at  Hampton  will  grow,  and  the  East  and  the  West  will  be 
brought  into  relaiionship.  I  think  both  things  are  necessary, —  the 
work  at  the  East  and  the  work  at  the  West.  We  have  a  good  deal 
of  interest  in  the  feeling  of  the  parents.  You  cannot  take  the  chil- 
dren away  by  fiat,  but  little  by  little  they  will  learn  to  enjoy  this  prac- 
tical education  that  we  can  give.  It  must  be  a  work  of  years  in  the 
building.  The  work  of  industrial  schools  is  especially  necessary. 
Is  it  practicable  in  Nebraska  to  establish  such  a  school  as  we  are 
carrying  on  at  Carlisle  ?  If  you  can  get  such  men  as  Pratt  and  Arm- 
strong, and  put  them  in  Nebraska,  adverse  public  sentiment,  if  there, 
will  speedily  change,  and  support  them.  I  do  think  we  must  operate 
along  that  line  suggested  by  Captain  Pratt.  We  ought  to  encourage 
him.  He  shows  practical  results  that  are  very  desirable.  They  are 
a  demonstration ! 
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President  Gates.—  For  years  Captain  Pratt  has  been  saying  that 
there  is  but  one  thing  to  be  done, —  break  up  the  reservation.  He 
was  the  first  man  to  see  that  it  is  not  enough  to  bring  these  boys  and 
girls  East,  and  let  them  be  immersed  in  civilization.  I  venture  to  say 
that  his  system  of  scattering  them  about  in  families  has  taught  the 
Indians  more  of  human  love  and  Christianity  than  anything  we  have 
done  for  the  Indians.  I  want  to  see  him  go  a  step  further,  and  teach 
us  how  we  can  help  to  hold  them  in  the  East.  I  remember  Town- 
send,  to  whom  reference  has  been  made,  very  well.  He  has  done 
wonders  for  his  people  by  showing  that  he  can  hold  his  own  in  the 
East.  We  want  to  do  much  more  of  that  work,  and  before  Captain 
Pratt  leaves  to-morrow  I  hope  he  will  tell  us  how  to  hold  these  people 
here.  I  want  now  to  ask  Commissioner  Morgan  to  tell  us  of  his 
impressions. 

Gen.  Morgan, —  General  Howard  said  there  might  be  an  industrial 
school  established  in  Nebraska.  Let  me  say  that  a  school  has  been 
in  existence  there  for  many  years,  and  it  is  an  admirable  school. 
They  have  a  large  farm,  a  fine  dairy,  a  poultry-yard,  shoe-shop,  har- 
ness-shops, wagon-shop,  tailor-shop,  and  all  that.  I  visited  it  last 
fall,  and  found  it  in  excellent  condition  ;  when  I  spoke  in  the  chapel, 
a  thousand  people  crowded  in.  They  came  on  excursion  trains  long 
distances,  which  shows  the  interest  of  the  people  in  the  school. 
Western  sentiment  is  enlisted. 

We  need  an  increase  of  school  appropriations.  The  question  is 
asked.  How  many  children  are  there  to  be  educated  ?  No  man  can 
tell  accurately.  I  think  it  safe  to  say,  however,  that  there  are  about 
33,000  Indian  children  available  of  school  age,  if  you  leave  out  the 
5,000  New  York  Indians  and  the  67,000  of  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes, 
for  whom  the  government  makes  no  provision.  Not  more  than  about 
three-fourths  of  these  children  can  be  enrolled  in  the  schools.  In 
round  numbers  provision  needs  to  be  made  for  not  more  than  25,000. 
I  give  that  as  the  result  of  a  great  deal  of  thinking  and  observation 
and  figuring.  How  many  are  in  school  ?  Four  years  ago,  June  30, 
1889,  the  number  was  16,000.  It  ran  up  to  over  21,000  June  30, 
1893,  an  increase  of  over  5,000  in  four  years.  So  I  estimate  that 
there  are  not  more  than  4,000  who  need  to  be  reached  until  we  have 
a  whole  generation  of  Indian  children  in  the  schools.  Some  are  still 
unprovided  for.  Where  are  these  ?  There  are  very  few  Navajo  chil- 
dren in  school.  There  are  from  15,000  to  18,000  of  those  people, 
with  a  school  population  of  perhaps  3,000;  and  not  more  than  150  or 
200  of  their  children  are  in  school.  Few  of  the  Southern  Utes  are  in 
school.  The  chief  problem  to-day  is  to  secure  the  attendance  of  the 
Navajos,  the  Apaches,  and  the  Utes.  The  attention  of  the  country 
should  be  directed  largely  to  securing  the  attendance  of  those  chil- 
dren not  now  in  school.  As  to  the  appropriations,  it  was  in  the 
year  1889  $1,364,000.  It  ran  up  to  $1,842,000,  the  next  year  to 
$2,291,000,  the  next  year  to  $2,315,000,  and  this  year  it  is  $2,243,000. 
How  was  that  large  increase  secured  ?  It  was  because  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Indian  Affairs  believed  in  it,  and  lost  no  effort  by  day  or 
by  night,  week  in  and  week  out,  month  in  and  month  out,  until  the 
matter  was  accomplished.      Men   and  women   who  believed  in   it 
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joiDed  him  in  it.  Speeches  were  made,  articles  were  written,  peti- 
tions were  circulated ;  and  the  matter  was  kept  before  the  public,  and 
urged  upon  Congress,  until  year  by  year  the  increase  went  up  till  it 
reached  a  magnificent  sum.  We  had  the  strong  support  of  Senator 
Dawes,  who  believed  in  it  with  all  his  heart.  I  tell  you  that  this 
public  sentiment  must  crystallize  in  the  Indian  Office,  and  find  ex- 
pression by  the  Commissioner,  because,  when  the  members  of  Con- 
gress go  to  the  Indian  Office  and  see  that  the  importance  is  keenly 
felt  there,  they  will  feel  that  public  sentiment  requires  such  appropri- 
ations. AH  the  public  sentiment  that  you  will  bring  to  bear  on  Con- 
gress will  not  accomplish  much  unless  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs  is  enthusiastic  in  it.  Senator  Dawes  has  alluded  to  the  de- 
crease of  $75,000,  and  has  given  a  reason  for  that  decrease.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  the  reason  he  gives  has  weight.  I  happen  to  know, 
however,  that  there  were  other  reasons  which  made  that  decrease. 
The  first  was  that,  finding  I  was  not  to  administer  the  office,  and  was 
not  responsible  for  it,  and  could  not  control  it,  I  had  not  the  power 
with  the  committee,  when  I  went  before  them,  to  ask  them  for  a  suita- 
ble sum.  I  protested  against  a  reduction  ;  but  I  was  a  "  back  num- 
ber," and  my  words  had  no  weight.  One  member  set  himself  to 
economize,  to  cut  off  here  and  cut  off  there  at  every  point  possible. 
We  asked  for  350  pupils  for  Chilocco ;  but  they  limited  the  number, 
very  unwisely,  to  250.  I  believe  it  is  possible  within  three  years 
more,  if  it  were  done  intelligently,  earnestly,  and  persistently,  to  put 
every  available  Indian  boy  and  girl  into  school  to  fit  him  for  citizen- 
ship. Then  we  should  have  an  entire  generation  brought  within  these 
institutions  of  learning,  and  within  a  short  time,  and  at  a  compara- 
tively slight  increase  of  the  appropriation.  We  ought  not  to  stop 
until  that  is  accomplished,  and  we  have  made  provision  for  every  Ind- 
ian boy  and  girl  to  have  an  education.  I  believe  that  our  duty  is  not 
to  the  perishing  old  men  and  women,  not  to  a  generation  destined  so 
soon  to  die.  Our  duty  is  to  the  new  and  rising  generation,  the  young 
boys  and  girls,  the  future  Indian- American  citizens.  I  would  ignore 
the  tears  of  mothers  and  the  protests  of  fathers,  I  would  ignore  the 
threats  of  chiefs  and  the  plots  of  Jesuits,  and  put  these  children 
into  school,  and  keep  them  there  until  they  were  prepared  for  Ameri- 
can citizenship.  This  can  be  done :  it  should  be  done.  It  will  not 
be  done  under  the  present  rSgime. 

President  Gates. —  In  a  war  with  the  Apaches  a  baby  boy  was 
captured,  who  was  offered  to  a  travelling  photographer  froni  Chicago 
in  exchange  for  a  pony.  As  he  had  not  a  pony,  he  bought  this  boy 
for  thirty  dollars,  and  took  him  to  Chicago  and  placed  him  in  the 
public  schools.  There  the  boy  distinguished  himself  by  the  ex- 
cellence of  his  work.  He  afterwards  studied  in  the  school  of  phar- 
macy and  in  the  medical  school  of  Chicago.  He  is  now  a  resident 
physician  of  the  great  Carlisle  School,  with  its  seven  hundred  stu- 
dents.    I  have  pleasure  in  introducing  him  to  you.  Dr.  Montezuma. 

Dr.  Montezuma. —  As  a  representative,  a  most  unpromising  speci- 
men, of  the  Apaches,  I  entered  Chicago  twenty-two  years  ago.  It 
was  about  the  time  that  General  Howard  was  on  the  trail  of  my 
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father.  Since  then  I  have  had  the  grand  chance  of  standing  side  by 
side  with  the  white  man's  son  in  gaining  a  liberal  education.  I  have 
had  four  years'  service  as  agency  physician  in  North  Dakota,  Nevada, 
and  Washington.  I  am  now  at  Carlisle.  This  experience  has  af- 
forded me  a  full  chance  to  come  face  to  face  with  my  people.  There- 
fore, the  views  that  I  may  express  here  are  convictions  derived  from 
the  most  intense  personal  interest,  personal  observation  and  study. 
The  reservation  is  a  demoralizing  prison,  a  barrier  to  enlightenment, 
a  promoter  of  idleness,  gamblers,  paupers,  and  ruin.  If  you  were  to 
isolate  your  children  on  barren  soil,  away  from  any  civilized  commu- 
nities, among  the  ignorance  and  superstition  of  centuries,  would  you 
expect  them  to  be  cultured  and  refined  ?  Could  you  put  them  among 
idlers,  beggars,  gamblers,  paupers,  and  make  them  industrious  and 
self-supporting  citizens?  No:  rather  you  would  place  them  in  the 
midst  of  the  most  refined,  cultured,  and  educated  communities  among 
English-speaking  people,  where  they  might  see  all  phases  of  civilized 
life,  not  for  five  years  only,  but  for  all  their  lifetime.  Five  years  of 
schooling  is  not  education  enough  for  an  Indian  boy  any  more  than 
for  a  white  boy.  To  accomplish  their  civilization,  compulsory  educa- 
tion is  necessary  for  the  Indian,  not  on  reservations,  not  near  them. 
If  the  choice  of  my  life  had  remained  with  my  father  or  mother  or 
myself,  I  should  not  have  been  here  to-night.  Ignorance  and  the 
very  lowest  depths  of  an  uncivilized  life  would  have  been  my  fate. 
You  are  sympathetic  and  philanthropic.  Your  sympathy  and  philan- 
thropy are  misused,  when  directed  to  teaching  on  the  reservations. 
Your  effort  should  rather  be  to  open  those  reservations,  people  them 
with  settlers,  so  that  the  Indians  may  have  the  example  of  good  white 
men,  and  in  this  way  bring  in  the  light  of  civilization.  Teach  the 
Indians  particularly  to  earn  their  own  bread  in  God's  appointed  way, 
by  the  sweat  of  the  brow.  That  means  liberty,  manhood,  and  citizen- 
ship. You  do  wrong  in  undertaking  to  cancel  your  obligation  to  the 
Indians  by  giving  them  large  money  annuities,  food,  etc.,  taking  away 
the  need  of  persistent  effort  and  holding  them  in  pauperism.  Against 
that  I  protest.  Help  the  weak  and  feeble,  but  do  not  administer  to 
idleness.  It  is  not  climate  or  civilization  that  is  killing  my  people : 
it  is  the  bondage  of  ignorance.  Your  duty  is  to  educate  them  and 
their  people  how  to  live  in  a  better  way.  They  must  be  surrounded 
by  that  which  is  the  highest  and  purest  in  our  two  races.  Carlisle 
knows  how  to  accomplish  this  through  her  motto,  "  From  Barbarism 
into  Civilization  and  Citizenship."  In  behalf  of  the  down-trodden 
races  for  whom  I  speak,  and  as  a  member  of  one  of  those  tribes  who 
look  to  you  for  help  and  instruction,  I  say  with  the  woman  of  old, 
"  Entreat  us  not  to  leave  thee,  or  to  return  from  following  after  thee  : 
for  whither  thou  goest  we  will  go ;  and  where  thou  lodgest  we  will 
lodge  :  thy  people  shall  be  our  people,  and  thy  God  our  (S)d." 
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MEMORIAL   ADDRESSES. 

The  following  resolution  in  memory  of  General  S.  C.  Armstrong 
was  offered  by  General  Morgan  :  — 

SAMUEL    CHAPMAN    ARMSTRONG. 

This  Conference  desires  to  put  on  record  its  appreciation  of  the  life,  character, 
and  work  of  the  late  General  Samuel  Chapman  Armstrong,  Christian,  soldier,  phi- 
lanthropist, patriot. 

He  was  born  of  missionary  parents  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands  in  1839.  He  grew  to 
manhood  under  the  wise  training  of  his  noble  father.  In  i860  he  entered  the  Junior 
Class  of  Williams  College,  graduated  in  1862,  having  enjoyed  the  inestimable  privi- 
lege of  being  moulded  by  Dr.  Mark  Hopkins.  He  entered  the  Union  army  as  cap- 
tam  in  the  125th  New  York  Volunteers,  and  served  with  distinction  through  the 
war.  He  organized  and  commanded  several  regiments  of  Negro  troops,  and  re- 
ceived the  rank  of  colonel  and  brevet  brigadier-general.  In  1866  he  was  placed 
by  General  O.  O.  Howard,  the  Commissioner  of  the  Freedman,  to  take  charge  of  ten 
counties  in  Virginia,  with  headquarters  at  Hampton.  In  1867  he  was  instrumental 
in  founding  Hampton  Institute,  and  remained  at  the  head  of  it  till  his  death,  in 
1893,  *  period  of  twenty-six  years.  His  history  is  written  in  the  records  of  an  insti- 
tutim  that  has  wroup^ht  powerfully  for  the  uplifting  of  the  Negro  and  Indian  races. 

His  simple  faith  in  God,  his  unselfish  devotion  to  duty,  his  enthusiasm  for  hu- 
manity, his  lofty  patriotism,  his  magnetic  power  over  men,  his  sagacious  leadership, 
marked  him  as  one  of  the  great  men  of  the  century. 

We  miss  his  inspiring,  genial  presence  and  his  wise  counsels;  but  we  treasure 
his  memory,  and  rejoice  that  his  triumphant  work  will  endure  to  bless  mankind,  and 
his  illustrious  career  remain  as  a  model  of  imitation  to  those  who  aspire  to  worthy 
careers.  The  truly  noble  are  those  whose  lives  are  dedicated  to  the  service  of  their 
fellow-men. 

Rev.  Theodore  L.  Cuyler  of  Brooklyn,  seconded  the  resolution  in 
the  following  words  :  — 

Dr.  Cuyler. —  This  dear  old  room  is  full  of  memories, —  memories 
of  happy  hours,  memories  of  holy-minded  men  and  women.  Clinton 
B.  Fisk  is  with  us  yet ;  and  that  superb  President  of  the  United  States, 
who  had  steel  in  his  true,  honest  heart  is  with  us  now  as  he  was  with 
us  a  year  ago,  his  memory  bleaching  out  whiter  and  whiter  every 
day. 

There  is  another  gracious  presence  here.  I  hear  the  voice  of  Arm- 
strong ringing  out  over  this  table  to-night.  Sixty-one  years  ago 
Richard  Armstrong,  born  on  the  banks  of  the  Susquehanna,  went  as 
a  missionary  to  the  Sandwich  Islands,  became  Minister  of  Public  In- 
struction and  President  of  the  Board  of  Education  there ;  but  the  best 
thing  Richard  Armstrong  ever  did  was  to  give  the.  world  his  boy  Sam- 
uel to  be  the  educator  of  two  races  on  this  continent  It  was  very 
natural  that  that  youth  should  go  for  his  education  to  the  old  college 
with  the  missionary  haystack  right  by  it, — that  old  college  that  is  cele- 
brating its  proud  centennial  this  very  week  under  the  shadow  of  old 
Greylock, —  and  that  Mark  Hopkins  should  have  stamped  his  image 
and  his  superscriprion  on  that  young  man's  heart.  During  the  Civil 
War  it  was  quite  in  the  order  of  a  wise  Providence  that  he  should  be 
assigned  to  the  command  of  Negro  troops.  His  dead  hand  leads  the 
whole  Negro  race  to-night,  with  the  Indian  coming  up  on  the  right 
flank. 
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About  five-and-twenty  years  ago  God  set  Armstrong  at  his  life- 
work  at  Hampton ;  and,  just  as  Mary  Lyon's  seminary  is  the  mother 
of  all  schools  of  highest  Christian  education,  Hampton  was  the 
pioneer  and  pattern  of  the  schools  at  Carlisle,  Tuskegee,  and  all 
similar  schools  for  the  education  of  the  Negro  and  of  the  red  man. 
Armstrong's  key-note  was  this :  the  salvation  of  the  Indian  and  the 
Negro  race  depends  on  Christian  education ;  and  his  method  of  edu- 
cation was  helping  the  boys  to  help  themselves,  and  the  aim  of 
education  was  character,  character,  Down  there  they  manufactured 
manhood.  He  was  the  apostle  of  work.  When  a  lady  came  once  to 
ask  advice,  what  she  should  do  with  her  son  who  had  the  misfortune 
of  a  great  inheritance,  Armstrong  said  to  her,  "  Madam,  if  your  boy 
had  been  born  a  Negro,  I  would  set  him  to  work ;  and  that  would  be 
the  making  of  him.  I  do  not  know  what  you  can  do  for  him  now." 
Every  year,  when  we  wanted  to  be  inspired  in  my  old  church  in 
Brooklyn  to  work  for  the  Indian  or  for  the  Negro,  we  always  sent  for 
Armstrong. 

The  last  time  I  saw  my  beloved  friend  was  last  year  at  Saratoga. 
He  called  on  me.  His  shattered  frame  came  hobbling  into  the  room, 
leaning  on  a  crutch.  He  was  a  caged  eagle.  There  he  stayed  and 
talked.  "  I  want  to  be  at  my  work,"  he  said,  "  I  must  be  at  my  work, 
I  must  be  at  my  work."  I  said  to  him,  "My  brother,  God  will 
take  care  of  your  work :  you  have  done  enough  now  for  a  crown  that 
an  archangel  might  envy."  Armstrong  burst  into  tears,  crept  into  his 
coach,  and  rode  off, — rode  off  toward  Home.  He  lingered  a  few 
months  down  there  at  Hampton ;  and,  when  the  sweet  breath  of  June 
began  to  fan  his  thin,  withered  cheek,  he  was  translated  to  his  re- 
splendent crown. 

He  said  a  little  while  before,  "My  creed  is  in  one  line, —  *  Simply 
to  Thy  cross  I  cling.' "  God  be  thanked  that  is  the  creed  that  will 
bring  us  all  finally  with  him  into  glory  !  He  told  them,  "  Bury  me 
here  among  my  boys."  And  they  laid  him  down  soaked  with  tears 
among  his  Negro  and  his  Indian  boys,  down  there  at  Hampton.  He 
sleeps  where  he  would  sleep,  among  those  whom  he  loved  and  who 
loved  him  to  the  very  core  of  their  hearts.  He  said  very  modestly, 
"  Do  not  build  over  me  any  monument."  Oh,  he  knew  that  he  had 
been  building  his  own  monument  for  five-and-twenty  years, —  a  monu- 
ment that  will  outlast  generations. 

Let  me  say,  as  I  close  this  simple  heart  tribute  to  a  man  I  so  loved, 
the  time  is  coming  when  two  races  —  the  race  whose  hands  the  Al- 
mighty made  the  color  of  iron  and  the  race  whose  color  the  Almighty 
made  the  hue  of  copper  —  will  join  together ;  and  there  will  be  no 
marble  in  Vermont  or  Carrara  that  will  be  too  white  to  bear  the  name 
of  that  man  who,  next  to  Abraham  Lincoln,  was  their  greatest  bene- 
factor,—  the  ever-beloved,  heaven-honored  name  of  Samuel  Chapman 
Armstrong. 

President  Gates. —  Those  of  us  who  had  occasion  to  talk  with 
General  Armstrong  know  how  much  he  trusted  that  tried  yoke-fellow 
upon  whom  the  responsibility  of  shaping  and  carrying  on  that  work 
has  now  descended.  The  last  days  of  General  Armstrong  were 
very  beautiful.     I  asked  Mr.  Frissell  to  speak  to  us  of  him.     He 
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said  that,  instead  of  saying  anything  in  his  own  words,  he  will  let  us 
hear  something  from  General  Armstrong  himself. 

Mr.  Frissell. —  I  have  in  my  hands  a  paper  which  contains  a  few 
words  that  were  left  by  General  Armstrong,  to  be  opened  after  his 
death.  It  is  a  memorandum  of  some  of  his  wishes,  but  they  seem 
so  full  of  his  spirit  that  I  thought  it  might  be  pleasant  to  read  them 
here  to-night.     He  says  :  — 

MEMORANDA. 

Now,  when  all  is  bright,  the  family  together,  and  there  Is  nothing  to  alarm  and 
very  much  to  be  thankful  for,  it  is  well  to  look  ahead,  and  perhaps  to  say  the 
things  that  I  would  wish  known,  should  I  suddenly  die. 

I  wish  to  be  buried  in  the  school  graveyard,  where  one  of  the  students  would 
have  been  put,  had  he  died. 

Next,  I  wish  no  monument  or  fuss  made  over  my  grave,  only  a  simple  funeral 
service,  without  sermon  or  attempt  at  oratory, —  a  soldier's  funeral. 

I  hope  that  there  will  be  enough  friends  to  see  that  the  work  continues.  Unless 
some  one  makes  sacrifices  for  it,  it  cannot  go  on.  A  work  that  requires  no  sacri- 
fices does  not  count  for  much  in  fulfilling  God*s  plan.  But  what  is  commonly 
called  sacrifice  is  really  the  best  natural  use  of  one's  self  and  one's  resources, —  the 
best  investment  of  one's  time,  strength,  and  means.  He  who  makes  no  such  sac- 
rifices is  most  to  be  pitied :  he  is  a  heathen,  because  he  knows  nothing  of  God. 

In  the  school  the  great  thing  is  to  pull  together ;  to  refrain  from  hasty,  unwise 
words  and  actions;  to  unselfishly  and  only  seek  the  best  good  of  all;  to  get  rid 
of  workers  whose  temperaments  are  unfortunate,  whose  heads  are  not  level,  no 
matter  how  much  learning  or  culture  they  may  have.  Cantankerousness  is  worse 
than  heterodoxy. 

I  wish  no  enort  of  a  biography  made.  Good  friends  might  get  up  a  pretty  good 
story,  but  it  would  not  be  the  whole  truth.  The  truth  of  a  life  usually  lies  deep 
down:  we  hardly  know  it  ourselves.  God  only  does:  I  trust  his  mercy,  The 
shorter  one's  creed,  the  better.    "  Simply  to  Thy  cross  I  cling,"  is  enough  for  me. 

I  am  most  thankful  for  my  parents,  my  Hawaiian  home,  my  war  experience,  my 
college  days  at  Williams,  and  for  life  and  work  at  Hampton.  Hampton  has 
blessed  me  in  so  many  wavs.  Along  with  it  have  come  the  choicest  people  in  the 
country  for  my  friends  ana  helpers,  and  then  such  a  grand  chance  to  do  something 
directly  for  those  set  free  by  the  war  and  indirectly  for  those  who  were  con- 
quered;  and  Indian  work  has  oeen  another  great  privilege. 

Few  men  have  had  the  chance  I  have  had.  I  never  gave  up  or  sacrificed  any- 
thing in  my  life,  have  been  seemingly  guided  in  everything. 

Prayer  IS  the  greatest  power  in  the  world.  It  keeps  us  near  to  God.  Mv  own 
prayer  has  been  most  weak,  wavering,  inconstant ;  but  it  has  been  the  best  thing  I 
ever  did.  I  think  this  a  universal  truth.  What  comfort  is  there  except  in  the 
broadest  truth  ? 

I  am  most  curious  to  get  a  glimpse  of  the  next  world.  How  will  it  all  seem  ? 
Perfectly  fair  and  perfectly  natural,  no  doubt.  We  ou^ht  not  to  fear  death  :  it  is 
friendly.  The  only  pain  tnat  comes  at  the  thought  of  it  is  for  my  true,  faithful 
wife  and  blessed,  dear  children ;  but  they  will  be  brave,  and,  in  the  end,  stronger. 

Hampton  must  not  go  down.  See  to  it,  you  who  are  true  to  the  black  and  red 
children  of  the  country  and  to  just  ideas  of  education. 

The  loyalty  of  my  old  soldiers  and  of  my  students  has  been  an  unspeakable 
comfort  to  me. 

It  pays  to  follow  one's  best  light,  to  put  God  and  country  first,  and  ourselves 
afterwards. 

(Signed)  S.  C.  Armstrong. 

Hampton,  Va.,  New  Year's  Eve,  1890. 

President  Gates. — What  can  we  say  after  such  words,  except  that 
we  pray  to  have  the  same  spirit  dwell  in  us  ? 
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Mr.  H.  O.  Houghton  then  presented  the  following  resolution,  pre- 
pared by  the  chairman  of  the  executive  committee  :  — 

It  is  the  sad  duty  of  this  Conference  to  record  the  loss  we  have  suffered  in  the 
death  of  one  of  our  most  helpful  and  earnest  friends,  Rutherford  B.  Hayes.  Of  his 
distinguished  service  as  soldier,  as  governor,  and  as  President  of  the  United  States 
we  may  not  speak  except  to  say  that  upon  no  President  since  our  Civil  War  has 
the  burden  of  such  difficult  problems  come,  and  no  public  servant  has  ever  retired 
from  office  with  a  nobler  record  of  faithfulness  and  purity.  When  he  left  public 
life,  he  did  not  consider  his  public  duty  done.  From  that  hour  he  devoted  his 
whole  time  to  the  causes  of  philanthropy.  In  him  the  Indian,  the  Negro,  the 
Prisoner,  had  an  active  friend.  He  was  placed  at  the  head  of  important  organiza- 
tions that  had  practical  work  to  do  for  these  classes.  With  him  patriotism  and 
philanthropy  went  hand  in  hand,  and  to  them  he  gave  eloquent  words  and  wise 
counsels.  He  was  one  of  the  most  helpful  and  earnest  members  of  these  our  con- 
ferences; and  we  recall  how  warmly  he  spoke  at  our  last  meeting  of  the  duties  we 
owe  the  Indian,  and  of  the  services  of  those  who  have  championed  his  cause.  We 
can  offer  no  truer  example  to  our  youth  than  that  of  this  noble  man,  who,  while  he 
received  every  honor  which  his  State  or  his  country  could  give  him  in  war  and  in 
peace,  cared  little  for  honor  and  cared  much  for  service. 

Mr.  Houghton. —  One  year  ago  a  small  party  was  riding  down  this 
mountain  in  the  early  morning,  and  they  whiled  away  the  time  with 
conversation,  anecdote,  and  repartee.  We  parted  at  the  foot  of  the 
mountain,  some  to  go  East,  and  some  to  Chicago  with  President 
Hayes.  We  found  him  cheerful  and  lovely,  interested  in  the  work 
fae  had  been  engaged  in  here  with  us.  As  we  sit  here  to  day,  his 
presence  comes  up  to  us  as  he  appeared  only  a  short  twelve-month 
ago,  little  realizing  that  we  should  never  see  him  again  in  this  life. 
President  Hayes  was  interested  always,  not  only  in  the  Negro,  but  in 
the  Indian.  Who  can  tell  how  much  the  influence  and  character  of 
such  a  man  have  done  to  shape  and  help  the  work  we  are  doing  here  ? 
There  was  no  place  in  life  that  he  did  not  adorn.  Public  office  to 
him  added  nothing  to  his  laurels.  He  adorned  and  exalted  every 
office  which  he  filled.  We  can  safely  hold  up  his  example  for  the 
imitation  of  every  young  man  in  this  great  Republic. 

President  Gates. —  From  long  and  close  relations  with  him,  Sen- 
ator Dawes  is  best  fitted  to  speak  to  these  resolutions. 

IN   MEMORIAM    OF    HON.    R.    B.    HAYES. 

Senator  Dawes. —  I  wish  it  were  in  my  power  to  command  words 
that  were  a  fitting  tribute  to  the  public  and  private  worth  of  President 
Hayes.  I  have  known  him  intimately  from  the  time  he  first  entered 
public  life  when  he  came  to  Washington  as  representative  from  the 
State  of  Ohio,  after  having  won  a  most  honorable  record  in  the  war 
for  the  Union,  It  was  my  good  fortune  to  sit  at  the  same  table  with 
him  during  a  considerable  portion  of  his  service  in  the  House.  He 
left  Washington  and  the  service  of  the  nation,  to  preside  over  the  gov- 
ernment of  his  State,  where  he  won  such  reputation  for  ability  in  ad- 
ministration, and  so  much  the  respect  and  love  of  all  the  citizens  of  the 
State,  that  he  was  selected  by  the  political  party  to  which  he  was  at- 
tached as  their  candidate  for  the  highest  office  in  the  gift  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country.  He  came  back  to  Washington  as  President ;  and 
the  friendship  of  former  days  was  renewed,  and  the  personal  intimacy 
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which  was  so  delightful  and  charming  when  we  were  in  a  common 
service  suffered  no  impairment  when  he  had  risen  to  the  highest 
possible  honor  in  the  gift  of  the  American  people. 

His  service  as  President  of  the  United  States  had  many  features 
of  striking  and  marked  distinction,  such  as  are  found  in  the  record  of 
no  other  President.  The  circumstances  under  which  he  assumed  the 
office  never  had  a  parallel,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  difficulties 
and  perils  which  surrounded  him  may  never  recur  in  the  history  of 
this  country.  No  President  of  the  United  States  had  before  been 
elected  by  the  narrow  margin  that  placed  him  in  that  chair,  nor  had 
the  title  of  any  other  President  been  determined  by  any  such  law  as 
placed  him  there.  And  no  man, —  I  venture  to  say  that  it  is  the  com- 
mon judgment  of  the  American  people  of  all  parties  now  looking 
back  upon  those  times, —  no  man  with  less  of  discretion  and  acknowl- 
edged honesty  and  sincerity  of  purpose,  as  well  as  devotion  to  the 
good  of  his  country,  could  have  been — under  the  passions  and  strife 
and  bitterness  of  party  politics  —  placed  as  he  was  there,  and  com- 
mand, as  he  did,  the  acquiescence  alike  of  political  friend  and  polit- 
ical foe.  And  that,  too,  without  a  ripple  of  disturbance  in  the  public 
mind  or  outbreak  of  passion  in  the  party  press  of  the  country. 
Those  who  felt  that  another  had  been  chosen  in  that  place,  neverthe- 
less, felt  that  the  crisis  had  been  safely  passed  by  the  placing  of  a 
man  of  the  highest  possible  purity  of  purpose  in  that  position ;  and 
they  acquiesced. 

His  administration  was  marked  by  a  purity  that  —  without  dispar- 
agement of  any  other  —  has  hardly  been  found  in  the  history  of  the 
country.  During  it  all  there  was  not  a  breath  of  scandal,  and  during 
it  all  there  was  no  criticism  which  passed  beyond  that  of  honest  dif- 
ference of  opinion  as  to  policy  and  the  political  principles  upon  which 
government  ought  to  be  administered.  Its  foreign  policy  commanded 
the  respect  of  the  nations  of  the  earth.  Its  home  administration  also 
commanded  the  due  respect  and  approval  of  the  people  of  the  country. 
Disturbances  which  had  come  to  be  serious  and  chronic  in  some  parts 
of  the  country  were  calmed  and  quieted ;  and  troops  which,  till  the 
coming  of  his  administration  of  public  affairs,  had  been  marching  to 
and  fro  with  bristling  bayonet^  to  preserve  the  public  order  and  main- 
tain the  rights  of  the  citizens  were  safely  withdrawn  from  States  up 
to  that  time  in  ceaseless  unrest. 

This  Conference  and  those  devoted  to  its  purposes  may  well  be  re- 
minded that  under  his  administration  the  policy  which  has  gathered 
you  together  year  after  year,  and  enlisted  your  noble  efforts  in  a  great 
work,  was  inaugurated.  To  his  administration  are  you  indebted  for 
Carlisle  and  for  the  first  Indians  taken  to  Hampton ;  and  the  begin- 
ning of  all  that  has  been  accomplished  through  these  and  kindred  in- 
strumentalities was  with  not  only  the  approval,  but  the  active  support 
and  co-operation  of  President  Hayes. 

As  has  been  said,  when  he  retired  from  office,  he  did  not  feel  that 
he  had  retired  from  the  service  of  his  fellow-men.  He  devoted  him- 
self in  his  retirement,  and  while  he  was  enjoying  the  respect  and  love 
and  commendation  of  his  fellow-citizens  throughout  the  broad  land, — 
he  devoted  himself  in  such  opportunities  as  he  could  reach  out  and 
take  hold  of  to  the  work  of  making  better  his  fellow-men.    And,  when 
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He  who  rules  the  destinies  of  man  had  so  shaped  the  life  of  this  cit- 
izen of  the  republic  as  to  conclude  his  work  here,  the  book  of  his  life 
was  folded,  and  his  record  was  left  as  an  example  for  the  instruction 
and  the  encouragement  of  all  men  in  public  life  that,  if  they  may  not 
command  the  talent  and  the  power  of  this  man,  they  can  at  least 
leave  a  record  of  sincerity  and  honesty  of  purpose,  a  fidelity  to  public 
trust,  an  earnestness  in  the  work  committed  to  them,  such  as  this  our 
friend  has  left  as  his  legacy  and  as  his  monument. 

How  little  we  know  of  the  path  before  us !  However  it  may  be 
with  others  who  were  here  one  year  ago,  you  know  that  /  cannot  for- 
get the  generous  and  kind  words  he  uttered  here  in  commendation  of 
what  he  thought  I  had  done.  Who,  then — least  of  all,  our  friend  or  I  — 
could  have  predicted  that  I  should  have  been  called  upon  here  in  my 
feeble  way  to  tell  you  what  impression  his  example  had  made  upon 
me,  and  what  I  thought  was  a  fitting  tribute  to  such  a  public  life  as  his 
already  closed  ? 

The  ancients  inscribed  on  a  monument  erected  in  honor  of  one  of 
their  illustrious  men  these  words,  Cujus  negotium,  an  otiutn  gloriosius 
incertutn.  It  is  uncertain  whether  he  was  more  illustrious  in  his 
public  service  or  in  his  private  life. 

So  with  our  friend.  Rich  as  is  the  inspiration  of  the  example 
which  he  has  left  to  us  of  bis  public  service,  the  loveliness  of  his 
character  and  the  sweetness  of  his  temper  and  the  daily  beauty  of 
his  private  life,  as  well  as  his  noble  work,  shine  out  to  cheer  and  to 
bless,  and,  I  trust,  to  improve,  the  lives  of  those  who  knew  him  as  I 
knew  him. 

President  Gates. —  And  now  we  must  turn  from  this  view  of  the 
past  with  the  memory  and  inspiration  of  these  friends  in  our  hearts. 

Adjourned  at  10.30  p.m. 
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Friday  Morning,  October  za. 


The  fifth  session  was  called  to  order  by  the  President  at  ten 
o'clock,  after  prayer  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  W.  D.  Walker,  bishop  of  North 
Dakota.     Bishop  Walker  was  then  invited  to  speak. 

Bishop  Walker. —  Whenever  I  come  to  the  East,  I  am  asked  by 
a  great  many  people  whether  the  Indian,  when  he  is  brought  under 
the  influence  of  Christianity,  remains  true,  whether  he  really  becomes 
a  civilized  man.  I  was  very  glad  to  hear  one  of  the  speakers  deny 
that  it  is  the  custom  of  the  Indian,  when  he  returns,  to  go  back  to  his 
old  ways.     It  is  true  that,  as  a  rule,  he  does  not. 

I  am  much  in  sympathy  with  what  Captain  Pratt  has  to  say  about 
schools  in  the  East,  but  I  am  also  an  advocate  of  reservation  schools. 
I  feel  that  it  is  essential  to  bring  education  right  to  the  wigwam  door. 
It  is  necessary  that  we  should  not  tear  from  their  mothers'  bosoms 
the  young  people.  I  tell  you  an  Indian  mother  has  a  heart  as  well  as 
any  white  mother  has  a  heart.  Because  they  have  red  skins,  it  does 
not  follow  that  they  have  no  affection.  I  believe  in  compulsory  edu- 
cation on  the  reservation  while  the  reservation  lasts,  and  we  cannot 
abolish  it  to-day.  It  must  stay  for  a  time.  I  am  an  advocate  of  these 
grand  schools  in  the  East.  Six  weeks  ago  I  was  on  a  reservation 
where  about  a  hundred  men  and  ninety  women  had  gathered  for  the 
sake  of  worship.  Standing  before  those  people  as  their  teachers  were 
two  young  men  educated  at  Hampton  and  two  educated  at  Carlisle. 
Two  of  them  were  ]^y  preachers.  Two  young  men  from  Carlisle 
were  the  leaders  of  the  music,  and  they  led  it  beautifully.  Why  was 
it  that  they  were  standing  there  ?  Because,  having  gone  back  from 
those  schools  where  they  had  been  so  well  trained,  they  said  among 
themselves,  ^'  It  is  not  right  that  we  should  be  here,  and  not  do  some- 
thing to  elevate  our  people."  The  most  of  the  people  about  them 
knew  nothing  of  the  Christian  religion.  That  is  the  work  being  done 
by  some  of  the  young  men  who  come  from  the  schools  in  the  East 
I  think  it  is  a  good  thing  to  send  some  of  them  home  again. 

People  say  to  me,  "Isn't  it  a  fact.  Bishop,  that  the  Indian  will 
remain  an  Indian,  and  will  not  be  civilized  ? "  I  went  into  a  trader's 
store  one  day,  and  there  were  eight  Indians  in  line,  leaning  over  the 
counter  as  they  do  in  New  York  State.  I  said  to  the  trader,  "  What 
are  those  men  chewing  ? "  "  Bishop,"  he  replied,  "  they  are  enjoying 
the  best  kind  of  spruce  gum ! "  I  thought  that  was  an  advance  in 
civilization.     That  is  not  all. 

Whenever  an  Indian  council  is  held,  they  sit  on  the  ground  in  a 
circle ;  and  perhaps  during  the  whole  night  previous  they  are  engaged 
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in  caucussing,  determining  who  shall  be  the  speakers  and  what  sub- 
jects they  shall  introduce.  That  is  an  advance  toward  civiliza- 
tion. 

I  find  a  great  many  other  things  in  which  they  have  made  progress. 
A  little  squaw, —  I  was  forbidden  to  use  the  word  *' squaw  " ;  for  Indian 
women  are  now  to  be  looked  upon  as  women  and  wives,  and  I  respect 
that  feeling, —  a  little  Indian  woman  was  standing  in  a  wigwam  on 
one  occasion,  and  I  was  conversing  with  her  through  an  interpreter. 
Other  women  were  present ;  and  I  observed  that  many  had  their  faces 
painted  with  lines  of  red  and  green  and  blue,  rather  picturesque.  I 
was  so  imprudent  as  to  comment  on  it  to  the  interpreter,  when  a 
pretty  little  Indian  woman  asked  what  remarks  I  had  made.  The 
interpreter  said  I  had  commented  on  their  use  of  paint,  and  thought 
how  very  extraordinary  it  was.  "  Oh,  well,"  she  replied,  "  I  do  not 
know  but  that  it  is  just  as  pretty  as  the  paint  and  other  things  used 
by  our  pale-faced  sisters."  I  had  no  answer  to  that.  While  I  was 
standing  there,  two  or  three  of  these  women  brought  in  pots  that  were 
seething  and  boiling  over.  I  asked  what  they  were  cooking.  They 
said  it  was  dead  dog.  I  made  my  comment  on  eating  dog ;  and  an- 
other woman  said,  *'  I  do  not  know  that  that  food  is  any  worse  than 
some  of  the  food  eaten  by  our  white  friends,  those  slimy  things  you 
call  oysters."     I  thought  that  rather  a  philosophical  criticism. 

Now,  in  reference  to  their  advance  in  Christianization.  I  find  that 
these  people  are  as  true  to  their  faith  as  any  white  people  I  have 
ever  met,  when  they  have  been  truly  converted.  I  have  had  that 
experience  again  and  again.  I  have  known  them  to  make  great 
sacrifices  for  their  religion,  to  go  almost  to  death  for  it  They  are 
also  willing  to  make  sacrifices  of  their  property  for  those  in  need.  I 
stood  in  the  presence  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  Indians  for  a  service 
with  them  about  a  year  ago.  I  had  an  interpreter  with  me,  and  I  had 
the  privilege  of  baptizing  a  large  number.  Of  course,  some  of  them 
had  picturesque  names.  It  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  mention  one 
of  them  here.  One  that  I  baptized  was  named  Mary  Mercy  His-tail- 
rattles-walking.  I  presume  the  father  had  killed  a  rattlesnake  that 
trailed  along  as  he  walked,  and  rattled.  On  that  occasion  I  was  sur- 
prised at  the  earnestness  of  the  people,  and  at  a  statement  made  to 
me  by  a  man,  who  said,  **  I  would  like  to  show  you  the  result  of  these 
people's  religion."  He  called  my  attention  to  a  log  hut,  well  built 
and  shingled.  Living  in  that  building  was  a  very  aged  man,  blind, 
childless,  wifeless,  who  was  in  misery.  The  young  Indians  who  con- 
stituted this  congregation  saw  his  suffering  and  sorrow,  and  resolved 
that  they  would  make  the  rest  of  his  life  comfortable.  Their  means 
were  small,  but, they  built  this  home.  One  gave  a  door,  another  a 
window,  another  a  table,  another  a  chair  ;  and  all  combined  to  feed 
him  from  day  to  day.  That  is  what  I  call  practical  religion.  These 
people  did  it  "by  themselves.  No  missionary  had  prompted  it ;  but 
they  did  it  because,  as  followers  of  Jesus  Christ,  they  believed  they 
ought  to  love  their  brethren,  and  help  to  comfort  them  in  every  way 
they  could. 

Rev.  H.  B.  Frissell,  of  Hampton,  was  invited  to  follow  Bishop 
Walker. 
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Mr.  Frissell. —  It  is  a  great  pleasure  to  be  here.  I  want  to  ex- 
press my  appreciation  of  the  chance  to  come  up  on  the  heights.  We 
have  to  do  a  good  deal  of  work  in  the  valleys,  and  it  helps  us  to  get 
up  here  sometimes  where  there  is  peace.  The  early  part  of  this  sum- 
mer, when  it  looked  pretty  dark  after  General  Armstrong  died,  Mr. 
Smiley  asked  me  to  Mohonk  with  some  students ;  and  it  was  very 
cheering  to  go  away  as  we  did  with  a  thousand  dollars  from  here,  and 
a  thousand  more  from  Minnewaska.  That  is  the  sort  of  thing  Mr. 
Smiley  is  doing  all  the  while ;  and  I  want  to  express  the  thanks  of 
Hampton  for  all  that  he  has  done,  not  only  for  that  school,  but  for 
other  institutions  like  it. 

It  seems  to  me  that  one  great  advantage  we  gain  in  coming  to  this 
Conference  is  the  chance  we  have  to  compare  different  experiences  of 
work  for  the  Indians.  1  was  sitting  on  the  piazza  beside  Captain 
Pratt,  when  a  gentleman  came  up,  and  said,  "  You  two  do  not  fight, 
do  you  ? "  Captain  Pratt  said,  "  No,  we  do  not  fight,  because  we 
work  on  different  lines."  I  think  it  is  true  that  every  great  school 
ought  to  have  some  peculiar  line  of  work  of  its  own.  I  am  sure  we 
all  appreciate  what  Captain  Pratt  said  about  the  outing  system. 
General  Armstrong  always  spoke  of  that  as  one  of  the  greatest  things 
that  had  been  done  for  the  Indian.  He  never  failed  to  speak  of 
Captain  Pratt's  work  in  that  respect.  We  have  just  brought  back  to 
Hampton  eighty  Indians  who  have  been  on  the  farms  in  New  Eng- 
land. 

But  there  are  other  lines  of  work  at  Hampton,  other  lines  in  the 
schools  in  the  West ;  and  I  think  each  one  ought  to  try  to  do  the  work 
for  which  that  school  is  particularly  fitted.  The  thought  which  has 
prevailed  at  Hampton  is  that  of  doing  a  missionary  work,  not  merely 
collecting  these  students  from  their  homes,  but  of  training  them,  so 
that  they  should  go  back  to  their  homes,  and  become  centres  of  light 
and  civilization  and  Christianity.  We  have  often  illustrated  the  char- 
acteristic work  of  Hampton  by  a  starred  map  of  the  United  States. 
All  through  the  South  where  our  colored  students  are  at  work,  and 
now  in  the  West  where  the  Indians  are,  there  are  little  stars  that  indi- 
cate where  we  are  sending  graduates :  these  stars  represent  centres  of 
light  and  civilization  and  Christianity.  We  think  at  Hampton  that  it 
is  a  good  thing  to  draw  these  people  out  from  the  mass,  and,  after  we 
have  given  them  good  ideas,  to  send  them  back,  so  that  they  may 
draw  the  others  up.  Some  of  our  graduates  from  Hampton  went 
back  to  the  Omaha  reservation.  They  were  helped  by  some  ladies 
from  the  East.  They  were  placed  on  the  western  border  of  the  re- 
serve, where  the  land  was  good ;  and  there  they  put  up  one  or  two 
model  homes.  Boys  who  had  learned  carpentering  went  back  there, 
and  with  their  own  hands  built  one  or  two  houses.  Then  they  se- 
cured nice  farms.  The  wives  of  these  young  men,  who  had  also  been 
at  Hampton,  fitted  up  the  interior  of  those  houses,  an3  showed  the 
people  how  they  could  live.  What  has  been  the  result?  The  result 
has  been  that  a  large  number  bave  come  out  from  the  old  life  of 
barbarism,  and  have  come  into  the  new  life,  and  have  settled  down 
among  those  young  people  and  have  homes  of  their  own.  That 
seems  to  be  teaching  that  is  worth  while.  This  is  carrying  out  the 
very  thought  that  Captain  Pratt  has  of  bringing  Indians  out  from  res- 
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ervation  life.  We  have  sent  out  young  people  into  the  West  who 
have  settled  near  reservations.  They  have  shown  their  Indian 
brothers  and  sisters  what  was  possible  in  the  way  of  trade.  Some  of 
them  have  become  successful  merchants.  Of  course,  in  addition  to 
that  there  has  been  the  work  of  which  Bishop  Walker  has  spoken.  I 
think  this  missionary  idea  is  a  good  one. 

At  Hampton  we  have  started  a  Dixie  Hospital,  a  training  school 
for  nurses ;  and  we  are  training  the  young  people  in  that  line.  If 
they  become  nurses,  they  can  show  the  girls  what  can  be  done  ;  and 
that  is  worth  while.  We  have  already  sent  out  some  educated  physi- 
cians. 

I  want  to  ask  for  support  along  a  special  line  of  training.  Two 
years  ago  this  Conference  dwelt  upon  the  necessity  of  advanced  edu- 
cation for  selected  Indian  youth,  and  there  was  some  talk  about  rais- 
ing a  fund  which  should  go  to  assist  those  who  wanted  to  pursue 
higher  work.  Hampton  has  been  trying  to  do  that  work  for  some 
years.  We  have  put  some  students  through  our  normal  school,  and 
then  sent  them  to  normal  schools  at  the  North.  The  United  States 
government  made  it  possible  to  get  $167  a  year  for  some  of 
these  Indians.  We  sent  one  girl  to  the  Framingham  Normal  School, 
where  she  was  trained  to  be  an  excellent  teacher.  She  is  at  the 
Santee  School  now.  I  have  a  letter  in  my  pocket  from  Washington 
which  states  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  help  any  more  students  over 
eighteen  years  of  age.  I  wish  this  Conference  would  express  its 
opinion  about  that.  If  the  government  cannot  let  us  educate  Indians 
over  eighteen,  then  this  sort  of  work  which  I  consider  most  important 
must  be  stopped.  Permission  was  received  from  Washington  to 
bring  certain  picked  scholars  from  the  West.  Our  agent  went  and 
selected  them ;  but  the  order  came  saying  we  must  stop,  and  that 
those  over  eighteen  could  not  be  brought. 

I  wish  to  say  a  word  also  in  regard  to  another  matter.  We  have 
thought  that  this  great  State  of  New  York  ought  to  take  care  of  its 
own  Indians,  and  it  ought.  But  the  trouble  is  none  of  the  States  do 
it.  That  is  why  the  care  of  the  Indians  has  come  to  the  General  Gov- 
ernment. I  hope  there  will  be  more  and  more  pressure  for  an  indus- 
trial school  for  the  Indians  in  New  York.  But  what  are  we  going  to 
do  in  the  mean  time  ?  The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  has  decided  that 
we  cannot  take  any  more  New  York  Indians  at  government  expense. 
Dr.  Hubbell,  of  Buffalo,  has  the  New  York  Indians  on  his  heart,  and 
he  is  working  for  them  ;  and,  when  a  few  days  ago  the  Government 
refused  to  send  us  ten  Indians  from  New  York,  he  found  a  generous 
friend  in  Buffalo  who  made  it  possible  to  bring  them  to  Hampton  for 
a  year.  Wherever  he  has  had  a  chance  to  work  for  them,  he  has  done 
so.  I  think  there  is  no  class  of  Indians  that  need  help  more  than  the 
New  York  Indians.  Their  very  contact  with  civilization  has  been  a 
curse  to  them.  They  are  shut  up  by  themselves,  just  as  the  Italians 
in  the  great  cities  are  shut  up  by  themselves.  What  are  you  going  to 
do  for  them  ?  I  do  not  know,  unless  you  bring  out  a  number  of  them 
to  Carlisle  and  Hampton,  and  let  them  get  some  idea  of  trades,  and 
then  send  them  back  again ;  or,  if  they  do  not  go  back  to  the  reserva- 
tion, let  them  go  near.  There  is  one  of  our  boys  who  learned  a  trade, 
and  went  to  Syracuse,  to  a  large  machinist's,  where  he  has  been  earn- 
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ing  four  or  five  dollars  a  day  right  along.  He  is  an  object  lesson  to 
the  whole  Onondaga  tribe.  OUiers  have  done  extremely  well  in  other 
occupations, —  some  in  the  electric  works.  A  large  number  have 
learned  trades.  Indian  boys  and  girls  that  do  that,  and  come  to  a 
better  life,  urge  that  better  life  on  the  young  people  whom  they  meet 
when  they  go  back.  Every  one  counts  as  an  influence.  Until  New 
York  gets  some  provision  for  the  Indians,  this  ought  to  be  done. 
Why  should  not  this  Conference  press  upon  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  the  desirability  of  sending  to  Hampton  or  to  Carlisle  such 
Indians  as  shall  seem  to  be  most  promising  ? 

President  Gates. —  It  ought  to  be  done:  we  ought  to  urge  it. 
Bishop  Hare  has  sent  a  report  of  the  work  among  his  Indians.  Mr. 
Welsh  will  read  extracts  from  it. 

The  following  are  extracts  from  Bishop  Hare's  letter  :  — 

Much,  I  know,  has  been  said  of  the  tendency  of  the  educated  Indian  "to  return 
to  the  blanket " ;  and  of  course,  as  in  school  work  everywhere,  one  meets  in  Indian 
education  with  grievous  and  flagrant  cases  of  non-success.  Nevertheless,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  fact,  any  careful  observer  who  should  travel  through  the  Indian  country 
would  have  his  attention  attracted  bv  a  large  element  totally  distinct  in  its  bearing 
and  appearance  from  the  old  Indian  life;  and,  should  he  inquire  what  is  the  history 
of  the  young  people  who  thus  attract  his  attention  by  their  appearance  and  by  the 
work  they  are  doing  in  the  churches,  schools,  offices,  and  shops,  as  teachers,  cate- 
chists,  preachers,  apprentices,  clerks,  etc.,  he  would  find  that  they  are  persons  who 
have  had  the  benefits  of  education  in  the  mission  or  government  schools. 

In  mission  work  I  know  of  no  field  which  yields  richer  results.  In  the  mission 
of  which  I  have  charge  —  it  is  but  one  of  several  —  there  have  been  redeemed  from 
heathenism  thirteen  men  now  clergymen,  seven  men  now  candidates  for  holy  orders, 
and  nearly  fifty  who  are  catechists  and  helpers,  the  whole  number  of  communicants 
being  over  2,200.  The  offerings  of  our  native  Christians  have  increased  year  by 
year,  since  we  began  to  make  systematic  efforts  in  this  behalf,  from  $585  in  i88f  to 
^4,109  in  1893.  There  are  forty-eight  societies  of  Indian  women,  branches  of  the 
Woman's  Auxiliary;  and  they  reported  last  year  contributions  to  the  amount  of 
$2,210. 

It  will  be  seen  that  there  is  a  firm  basis  for  Christian  effort ;  and,  assured  of  this, 
we  can  both  intelligently  and  hopefully  consider  some  of  the  difHculties  which  con- 
front us  and  the  demands  which  the  present  state  of  the  Indian  seems  to  make 
upon  his  judicious  friends. 

First. —  It  must  be  admitted  that  there  is  a  strong  tendency  in  the  Indian  to  set- 
tle down  into  a  dull,  unaspiring,  indolent  life.  Hence  it  seems  of  the  first  impor- 
tance that  they  should  not  be  left  to  the  complete  management  of  their  affairs,  their 
agencies,  churches,  schools,  etc.,  but  that  earnest  and  able  men  and  women  of  the 
more  advanced  race  should  largely  retain  places  of  responsibility  and  leadership. 

Second. —  The  Indians,  even  when  they  mean  well,  have  not  generally  attamed 
high  and  strong  moral  character.  Their  resolution  gives  way,  and  a  depressing 
sense  of  moral  feebleness  settles  down  on  them.  Hence  they  need  many  factitious 
helps  and  guards  which  more  enlightened  and  advanced  peoples  have  laid  aside. 
Especially  should  they  be  protected  against  the  H^uor  traffic  and  the  hasty  sale  of 
their  possessions.    Theories  of  liberty  must  be  adjusted  to  ignoble  facts. 

Third. —  Let  me  premise  that  there  should  be  no  antagonism  between  reserva- 
tion Indian  boardm^-schools  and  those  conducted  outside  the  Indian  country. 
For  myself,  I  hail  with  warmest  satisfaction  the  boarding-school  work  for  Indian 
youth,  which  is  attracting  so  much  attention  and  commendation  at  Hampton, 
Carlisle,  and  elsewhere.  Reservation  schools  should  gladly  learn  from  the  excel- 
lent management  of  those  schools  whenever  they  can,  and  should  do  all  in  their 
power  to  make  those  schools  and  reservation  schools  mutually  helpful  as  they 
ought  to  be,  and  not  rival,  much  less  antagonistic 

If,  then,  I  venture  to  draw  attention  to  some  errors  to  which  the  education  of 
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Indians  at  the  East  is  especially  liable,  I  trust  I  shall  not  be  misunderstood.    I 
admit  that  education  in  the  Indian  country  is  certainly  open  to  much  criticism. 

It  seems  to  missionaries  among  the  Indians  that  the  Indians  come  back  from 
Eastern  schools  somewhat  over-educated,  too  much  accustomed  to  special  atten- 
tion and  flattery,  too  little  inured  to  the  hard  facts  of  life,  and  filled  with  too  great 
a  sense  of  their  own  importance  and  of  the  value  of  their  services.  Of  course, 
criticisms  of  this  kind  sometimes  spring  from  an  ignoble  and  vulgar  dislike  that  an 
Indian,  who  has  been  low  down,  shall  reappear  well  dressed  and  better  off  than 
those  of  another  race  who  once  thought  themselves  above  him ;  but  the  criticism  is 
made  by  wise  friends,  also,  and  should  be  entertained.  One  of  my  Indian  clergy, 
a  man  of  great  good  sense,  remarked  at  a  conference  of  missionary  workers,  when 
I  asked  for  an  expression  of  opinion  upon  this  question,  "  If  the  Indian  boys  who 

fo  East  have  less  to  do  with  old  maids  and  more  to  do  with  men^  they  may  do 
etter."  I  question  whether  those  who  in  their  own  country  will  have  to  be  con- 
tent with  a  straw  tick,  wood  fires,  common  wash-tubs,  etc.,  should,  in  their  earlier 
lives,  be  accustomed  to  nothing  but  woven-wire  mattresses,  steam  radiators,  patent 
washing  machines,  and  all  modern  conveniences.  Nor  should  anything  be  done 
which  will  lead  the  ordinary  Indian  student  to  suppose  that  he  will  be  able  in  his 
own  country  to  command  high  position,  or  that  he  can  secure  a  salary  of  six  or 
seven  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  when  such  services  as  he  can  render  are  worth 
in  the  market  only  a  dollar  and  a  half  a  day. 

I  hail  with  satisfaction  the  fact  that  not  a  few  students  from  Eastern  schools  are 
now  doing  excellent  service  in  the  mission  work  under  my  charge ;  but  I  cannot 
shut  my  eyes  to  the  fact  that  many  have  sadly  disappointed  us  because  they  re- 
turned with  extravagant  expectations. 

Indian  Citizenship. 

Fourth. — In  the  matter  of  citizenship,  also,  we  may  hurry  on  too  fast.  Knowl- 
edge of  the  English  language,  familiarity  with  the  ways  of  civilization,  the  habit 
of  independent  action,  progress  among  the  Indians  slowly,  though  really.  But 
without  these  the  bestowing  of  the  right  of  suffrage  upon  Indians  means  merely 
the  handing  them  over  to  the  party,  or  its  representatives,  which  can  give  them  the 
biggest  treat  or  pay  them  the  most  money.  The  experience  of  Mr.  Herbert  Welsh 
is  (}uite  like  my  own.  In  a  late  report  regarding  a  body  of  civilized  Indians  he 
writes,  "Agent  Y.  told  Mr.  Roosevelt  and  myself  very  frankly  that  he  had  no 
difficulty  in  getting  his  Indians  (who  have  exercised  the  privilege  of  the  franchise 
for  some  years  past)  to  vote  the  Republican  ticket  at  a  recent  local  election.  By 
signifying  his  wishes  to  a  few  leading  men  the  agent  readily  controlled  the  vote  of 
the  others.  He  quite  took  our  breath  away  by  the  frankness  of  this  declaration ; 
and  it  was  quite  evident  that  he  saw  no  impropriety  in  his  own  conduct,  and  pos- 
sibly the  question  might  seriously  be  asked  by  some.  Wherein  lies  the  impropriety? 
has  not  the  agent  a  right,  as  a  citizen,  to  counsel  fellow-voters?  To  which  the 
reply  would  be, '  No,  not  in  the  case  of  Indians  under  him,  and  certainly  not  where 
he  volunteers  the  advice,  since  by  so  doing  he  virtually  puts  them  unaer  compul- 
sion to  do  as  he  wishes ;  for  in  numerous  ways  he  can,  as  their  agent,  make  them 
feel  his  displeasure  if  they  refuse.    This  the  Indians  well  know.*  ** 

Money  instead  op  Goods. 

It  has  long  seemed  to  me  that  more  decided  steps  should  be  taken  towards  pay- 
ing Indians  what  the  government  owes  them  in  money  instead  of  goods ;  for 

{a)  Indians  will  be  despised  as  paupers  as  long  as,  instead  of  going  to  an  office 
to  get  pay,  they  go  to  a  government  warehouse  to  receive  the  government  dole  of 
rations  and  annuities.  Suppose  the  pensioned  soldier  was  forced  to  receive  goods 
instead  of  money  I 

U)  Goods  are  not  easily  divisible  and  convertible.  The  Indian  most  take 
ranons,  whether  hungry  or  not ;  shoes  and  clothing,  whether  he  needs  them  or 
not ;  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  he  often  trades  them  off  to  white  settlers  for  articles 
he  wants  at  the  moment  at  ruinous  sacrifice.  Give  him  cash^  and  he  could  divide  it 
op  and  buy  whatever  he  wanted. 

(c)  Giving  the  Indian  money  would  change  his  status  before  the  white  man, 
as  giving  the  Negro  the  musket  changed  his  status.  They  who  have  money  to 
spend  are  generally  thought  good  neignbors,  and  they  who  have  none  the  white 
man  genenuly  wants  out  of  the  way. 
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{(/)  Money  is  easily  recognized  as  being  or  not  being  of  proper  form,  amount, 
etc.;  but  who  shall  tell  whether  a  certain  suit  proffered  the  Indian  answers  to  the 
description  "  one  good  suit  of  clothes  '*  ?  Must  a  suit  to  be  *'  good  **  be  of  cotton  or 
woollen?  cost  $5.00  or  $ioxx)?  And  is  the  agreement  fulfilled  if  an  Indian  who 
weighs  three  hundred  pounds  is  forced  to  go  off  with  a  pair  of  trousers  made  for  a 
man  who  weighs  a  hundred  ?  and  a  coat  suited  to  a  man  who  weighs  two  hundred  ? 
Those  who  have  witnessed  what  is  called  '*an  issue"  have  seen  strange  misfits. 

The  evils  which  cash  payments  are  generally  thought  open  to  would  be  removed, 
if  the  pa3rments  were  made,  not  annually  in  one  Targe  sum,  to  chiefs  and  head 
men,  but  to  individuals  or  heads  of  families,  and  to  them  in  small  amounts 
monthly  or  quarterly.  Foolish  expenditures,  of  course,  would  be  made  at  first. 
We  all  spend  money  foolishly  at  first ;  but  the  Indian,  like  other  immature  per- 
sons, would,  by  using  money,  learn  how  to  use  it. 

Mr.  Welsh. —  It  is  very  important  that  the  public  sentiment  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States  shall  be  aroused  and  guided  to  effect 
definite  results.  It  should  be  impressed  upon  the  Executive  and 
upon  Congress  that  the  work  for  the  Indians  must  be  helped  forward. 
This  has  been  our  object,  and  this  has  been  our  general  method  of 
work.  The  discussion,  as  it  is  centred  in  Philadelphia,  has  been  in 
this  direction.  We  have  felt  that  the  most  important  branch  of  its 
work  is  Mr.  Painter's  work  in  Washington.  By  his  constant  visits  to 
reservations  and  his  knowledge  of  facts  he  has  been  able  to  effect 
very  great  results  in  legislation  and  with  the  Executive.  We  have 
circulated  more  than  three  hundred  thousand  copies  of  our  pam- 
phlets in  all  parts  of  the  country.  The  subject  has  been  presented 
in  churches  and  in  halls  throughout  the  country ;  and  we  have  been 
instrumental  in  helping  forward  the  laws,  both  the  enactment  and  the 
execution  of  good  laws  for  the  Indians,  and  the  general  policy  advo- 
cated by  this  Conference.  I  will  simply  say  that  it  has  been  our 
policy  in  the  past,  and  shall  be  our  endeavor  in  the  future,  to  use  the 
admirable  suggestion  marked  out  by  Dr.  Abbott,  and  by  some  means 
to  stimulate  the  newspapers  of  the  country  and  to  guide  public  senti- 
ment to  press  our  ideas  upon  Congress  and  the  Executive.  If  Dr. 
Abbott's  plan  is  carried  out,  no  society  in  the  country  will  be  more 
glad  than  the  Indian  Rights  Association  to  aid  in  that  great  work. 

A  paper  entitled  "  A  Phase  of  Progress  in  Indian  Education  "  was 
read  by  Superintendent  Coppock. 


A  PHASE  OF  PROGRESS  IN   INDIAN   EDUCATION. 

BY   BENJAMIN   S.   COPPOCK. 

At  the  time  of  th^  discovery  and  early  explorations  of  this  country, 
the  red  man  was  found  to  inhabit  the  entire  Atlantic  coast  line.  As 
colonies  increased  in  numbers  and  strength,  spreading  toward  the 
interior,  the  Indian  reluctantly  retreated.  As  he  was  driven  against 
the  mountain  barrier  furnished  by  the  Appalachian  system,  various 
expedients  were  used  to  solve  the  Indian  problem. 

In  some  places  the  red  hand  of  war  was  raised  against  him.  In 
Pennsylvania  the  peaceful  Quaker  and   Moravian  tried  to  live  as 
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neighbor  to  the  Indian,  intermingling  with  him  in  community.  In 
Virginia  some  effort  was  made  to  educate,  civilize,  and  citizenize  him. 
William  and  Mary's  college  was  founded  with  open  doors,  inviting 
him  to  its  instruction.  In  New  England  Dartmouth  college  was 
founded  and  endowed  to  aid  in  the  instruction  of  Indian  youth.  In 
the  Carolinas,  Georgia,  and  Florida  the  Indian  sturdily  held  his 
reservation  until  a  later  generation.  In  the  long  and  bitter  struggles 
for  the  possession  of  this  continent  between  the  Spanish,  Portuguese, 
French,  and  English  peoples,  the  Indian  for  three  centuries  was 
unfortunate  in  taking  the  weaker  side  and  going  down  in  defeat  with 
the  defeated.  The  single  exception  was  the  Six  Nations  of  New  York, 
siding  with  the  Americans ;  and  they  still  remain  on  their  reservations 
of  early  limes. 

In  the  progress  of  States  and  the  march  of  civilization  breaking  over 
the  Alleghanies  the  Indian  has  gone  down  in  a  hopeless  struggle  to 
death,  or  has  yielded  his  possessory  right  in  the  land  which  he  has 
occupied,  to  take  up  some  such  right  in  other  lands  not  required  for 
the  immediate  use  of  the  white  man.  The  more  powerful  tribes 
secured  a  treaty  and  land  patent  rights  to  reservations  in  the  Indian 
Territory.  The  land  occupied  by  many  other  tribes  became  valuable 
from  the  improvements  of  settlements  about  it;  and  the  Indian  rights 
thereto  have  been  relinquished  for  money  and  annuity  consideration, 
in  addition  to  another  piece  of  land  further  west. 

The  occupancy  of  the  domain  of  the  United  States  has  made  this 
kind  of  disposal  of  the  Indian  at  the  approach  of  civilization  impos- 
sible. What  next?  Frontiersmen,  railway  magnates,  statesmen, 
philanthropists,  and  Indians  have  asked,  "What  next?"  A  study  of 
maps  of  reservations,  of  titles  relinquished  and  acquired,  of  treaties 
made,  kept,  and  broken,  has  developed,  and  is  rapidly  developing,  a 
consensus  of  opinion,  balanced  in  justice,  tempered  with  philanthropy, 
and  urged  by  wisdom,  which  says  the  next  step  is,  off  the  reservation, 
on  to  the  homestead,  out  of  the  tribe,  into  civilization  and  citizenship, 
from  that  on  to  the  ballot  box,  the  neighborhood  church,  with  the  stir 
and  thrift  of  public  highways,  villages,  newspapers,  and  American 
ideas. 

In  the  progress  of  events  connected  with  the  settlement  and  devel- 
opment of  the  country  which  have  marked  the  conflicts  with  and 
removal  of  Indians,  including  the  many  treaties  made  with  them,  we 
find  that  the  Indians  have  yielded  the  most  of  their  domain  to  the 
incomer  from  across  the  water,  but  have  acquired  $30,203,^00.52, 
invested  in  interest-bearing  funds,  and,  in  addition,  each  year  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  clothing  and  subsistence  supplies,  with  annual 
cash  stipulated  treaty  payments  and  certain  other  civilizing  agencies, 
such  as  schools,  blacksmiths  and  iron,  mills  and  millers,  and  other  aids 
to  instruction  in  the  white  man's  way  of  gaining  a  support.  When  we 
consider  the  amount  of  land  yet  held  and  the  annual  income  and 
support  afforded  the  Indian,  as  the  result  of  treaties,  he  need  not  be 
considered  poor.  Interest  on  funds  and  treaty  payments  afforded 
them  in  1891  the  handsome  income  toward  support  of  $1,511,244.21. 

Two  hundred  thousand  Indians,  enrolled  in  the  various  tribes  of 
our  country,  receive  no  direct  support  from  the  government;  and 
many  of  them  are  cultured  and  living  in  comfortable  homes,  while 
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only  57,000  receive  the  whole,  or  a  part,  of  their  maintenance  from 
the  government. 

A  careful  survey  of  the  treaties,  of  the  condition  of  the  Indians,  of 
his  changed  surroundings,  his  ability  or  lack  of  ability  to  care  for 
himself,  has  led  many  to  the  conviction  that  it  is  impossible  in  the 
light  of  justice,  of  mercy,  to  the  struggling  weak,  to  keep  the  treaties 
in  their  form  :  moreover,  the  right  of  adjoining  settlements  and  in- 
gathering civilization  urge  that  it  is  impossible  to  keep  them  intact  in 
perpetuity.  The  records  in  all  history  show  that  treaties  have  given 
place  to  subsequent  treaties.  Perhaps,  while  Great  Britain  has  any 
domain  in  the  New  World,  we  will  be  making  treaties  with  her.  One 
treaty  is  fulfilled  in  another.  So  with  our  dealings  with  the  Indians. 
The  spirit  and  final  justice  of  all  treaties  may,  perhaps,  well  and 
wisely  be  fulfilled  in  one  more  agreement,  which  may  declare  all  Indian 
tribes  wards  of  the  government,  incapable  of  making  war  or  treaties, 
and  securing  to  every  family  a  homestead  and  to  every  Indian  his 
pro  rata  of  tribal  funds  and  property,  disbanding  tribes  and  breaking 
reservations,  leaving  only  individuals  and  homesteads.  Then  take 
his  children  by  compulsion  and  educate  them,  make  them  American 
citizens,  and  leave  them  with  the  same  duties,  privileges,  and  respon- 
sibilities, the  same  honors  and  opportunities,  of  every  other  land- 
holder and  citizen. 

The  trend  of  events  has  been  in  this  direction :  the  elements  of  the 
problem  have  been  not  only  Indians  with  an  extensive  domain  and 
States  with  outreaching  settlements,  but  modifying  influences  among 
the  Indians  themselves.  The  army,  the  trading-posts,  the  missionary, 
the  written  language,  the  "squaw-man,"  the  half-breed  children,  the 
frontiersman,  the  lack  of  game,  the  ingress  of  railroads,  the  training 
of  children  in  school,  have  all  helped  to  modify  the  practical  question 
of  Indians  being  longer  Indians  among  us.  I  may  consider  briefly 
the  educational  side  of  civilizing  influences,  as  made  effective  through 
the  government  schools. 

In  colonial  times  Congress  made  appropriations  for  the  education 
of  Indians  at  Dr.  Wheelock's  school,  now  Dartmouth  College :  the 
next  Congress  (1776)  provided  for  ministers  and  schoolmasters  to 
live  among  the  Indians.  The  War  of  the  Revolution  followed.  The 
Indians  took  side  against  the  colonists.  The  work  of  missionaries 
and  schools  ceased.  Th&  hand  of  war  rested  heavily  upon  the  red 
man  as  well  as  the  white  man.  With  the  loss  of  the  British  cause 
the  natives  lost  almost  everything  except  engendered  feelings  of 
bitterness,  distrust,  and  hatred. 

Indian  education  at  the  expense  of  the  government,  as  we  now 
know  it,  had  its  first  appropriation  in  1870.  Previous  to  this  time  all 
schools  were  supported  by  treaty  funds.  Not  to  exceed  $20,000  per 
year  were  used  for  educational  purposes  from  1870  up  to  1877,  when 
$30,000  was  appropriated,  followed  by  $60,000  in  1878,  $75,000  for 
1879  and  1880.  In  188 1,  or  twelve  years  ago,  only  $85,000  was 
appropriated  by  Congress  from  general  funds,  for  the  education  of 
the  Indian  youth  in  the' United  States. 

The  appropriation  has  steadily  increased  by  $200,000  to  $300,000 
a  year,  until  we  had  in  1891  the  respectable  sum  of  $1,842,770  for 
educational  work.     A  large  per  cent,  of  this  was  used  in  the  purchase 
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of  land,  erection  of  buildings,  purchase  of  stock,  repair  and  equip- 
ment of  old  buildings,  and  assumes  more  the  form  of  an  investment 
than  of  an  expenditure. 

Fifty-four,  the  number  of  day  schools  in  1882,  was  increased  to  one 
hundred  and  twenty-six  in  1892,  while  the  average  daily  attendance 
was  raised  from  1,311  in  1882  to  3,745  in  1892.  The  seventy-one 
boarding  schools,  with  average  attendance  of  2,755  ^^  1882,  is  in- 
creased to  one  hundred  and  forty-nine  schools  and  an  average  attend- 
ance of  12,442.  The  attendance  at  all  schools,  day  and  boarding, 
ten  years  ago  (1883),  was  4,042  ;  and  the  total  average  attendance  last 
year  was  14,968.  This  includes  both  government  and  contract 
schools,  the  latter  of  which  takes  more  than  one-third  of  the  number. 
The  two  training  schools  in  operation  ten  years  ago  have  been  in- 
creased to  twenty,  with  an  average  attendance  last  year  of  2,980 
pupils. 

A  view  of  the  past  gives  interesting  help  in  a  study  of  present  con- 
ditions and  future  needs.  In  a  few  remarks  I  will  confine  myself  to 
Oklahoma,  or  the  old  Indian  Territory,  which  includes  the  Indians 
of  that  region  except  the  five  civilized  tribes. 

This  vast  country,  this  promise  of  a  future  State,  is  a  converging 
point  for  the  conflicting  energies  of  the  restless,  indomitable,  heroic 
frontiersman.  As  I  write,  I  see  from  my  window  at  booth  number 
nine,  by  the  school  farm,  sixteen  thousand  home-seekers.  This  new 
country  gets  also  the  releases  of  penitentiaries,  the  deliveries  of  jails, 
the  uncaught  outlaws  from  many  States.  The  more  thrifty  Indian 
has  his  horses,  his  harness,  his  property  stolen. 

As  by  magic  the  thousands  come,  as  by  magic  the  Indians  by 
agreements  have  taken  allotments  and  sold  their  surplus  lands.  Mill- 
ions of  acres  have  been  relinquished.  Old  reservations  are  no  more. 
The  Cheyennes  and  Arapahoes,  the  Kiowas  and  Comanches,  the 
Caddoes  and  Wichitas,  the  Shawnees  and  Pottawatomies,  the  Sacs 
and  Foxes,  the  lowas  and  Kickapoos,  the  Pawnees  and  Tonkawas, 
have  recently  taken,  or  agreed  to  take,  their  lands  in  severalty ;  and 
their  surplus  land  has  or  will  become  part  of  the  public  domain,  and 
by  homesteading  will,  with  the  Cherokee  outlet,  become  the  posses- 
sion of  American  citizens. 

The  red,  the  black,  and  the  white  man  are  thrown  together.  In  a 
sense,  each  are  in  settlements  neighbors  T>f  each  other.  In  most 
instances,  the  Indians  have  selected  the  best  lands  as  to  soil,  water, 
and  timber.  Those  who  seem  prepared  for  allotment  stay  on  their 
own  land  and  make  more  or  less  effort  at  improvement,  while  others 
live  in  tents,  move  about,  depend  on  issues,  annuities,  money  pay- 
ments, and  begging  for  a  living.  Many  white  people  in  these  com- 
munities subsist  practically  without  work.  They  will  divide  with  the 
Indian  as  long  as  the  Indian  has  anything  to  divide.  The  lower 
classes  of  Indians  and  whites  become  partners  or  companions  in 
gambling,  drinking,  loafing,  and  subsisting  without  work  and  without 
thought  or  care  for  the  future. 

A  natural  question  is.  Are  the  allotments  to  Indians  and  opening 
of  reservations  proving  a  success  ?  I  do  not  know.  I  notice  a  sad 
lack  of  honesty  and  much  demoralization  among  white  people.  With 
thousands  of  honest  settlers  there  is  a  vast  crowd  of  professional 
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"home-seekers"  that  have  been  and  will  be  in  each  grand  rush. 
They  are  a  blight  on  a  community.  They  like  to  live  in  wagons  or 
tents  and  move  about.  One  man  remarked  the  other  day  that  Jane 
(his  daughter)  ought  to  get  a  home,  for  she  had  been  in  seven  races 
for  land.  I  suppose  she  will  race  until  the  last  reservation  is  opened 
for  settlement. 

I  think  many  Indians  are  like  these  white  people :  allotments  or 
anything  else  is  a  failure  for  them.  It  may  be  a  good  thing  to  give 
them  allotments,  and  let  them  work  or  drift.  Of  course,  they  will 
drift.  The  fittest  and  the  meanest  will  survive.  The  next  class 
above  these  rent  their  claims  to  a  white  man.  And  this  year,  espe- 
cially among  the  Kiowas,  the  white  renter  often  lives  at  the  expense 
of  the  Indian, —  lives  in  a  tent,  and  don't  know  how ;  and  in  many  in- 
stances the  tenant  white  man's  family  is  idle,  unkempt,  fihhy,  com- 
pared with  the  tidy  tepee  of  the  landlord  Indian.  Another  class  of 
Indians  are  looking  into  the  future.  They  send  their  children  to 
school,  they  farm,  they  raise  gardens,  they  keep  stock,  they  work, 
they  husband  their  resources,  and  they  make  an  honest  and  a  com- 
mendable effort  to  take  care  of  themselves.  These  can  be  helped. 
By  the  aid  of  their  children  they  can  be  saved,  and  their  children  can 
be  taught  (many  of  them)  to  take  care  of  themselves. 

In  our  work  at  Chilocco  everything  bends  to  home-building.  Our 
pupils  are  from  tribes  who  have  taken  allotments.  I  make  vigorous 
effort  to  attach  them  to  their  future  homes.  They  are  all  promised 
from  our  nursery  apple,  peach,  pear,  cherry,  and  plum  trees,  and 
grape-vines,  when  they  are  ready  for  them.  Pupils  are  encouraged 
to  use  their  money  in  fencing  and  in  breaking  up  a  few  acres  of 
prairie.  Older  boys  are  sent  out  at  needed  times  to  look  after  their 
work,  to  plough  their  land  and  to  sow  wheat,  to  make  hay,  and  to 
build  fences.  Their  outings  help  them  to  help  themselves,  and  to 
stimulate  their  relatives  in  work  ;  and  then  the  boys  return  to  school 
for  additional  aid  and  training.  With  the  co-operation  of  Indian 
agents,  Chilocco  ought  to  follow  up  its  pupils,  and  carry  its  spirit  and 
methods  and  helpfulness  upon  the  allotment  and  into  the  homes  they 
make,  enabling  a  goodly  per  cent,  of  them  to  become  industrious, 
self-supporting  citizens. 

Now,  in  view  of  all  classes  of  Indians  and  all  conditions  of  the 
country  and  people,  what  can  be  done  ?  First,  use  present  facilities 
and  agencies  to  fit  all  Indians  for  allotment;  second,  keep  and  get 
government  employees  who  are  thoroughly  civilized,  not  changing  too 
often ;  third,  let  interested  families  with  a  missionary  spirit,  who  can 
stand  the  downward  strain  of  the  frontier,  take  homes  in  Indian  com- 
munities and  earn  a  living  while  helping  to  develop  the  community, 
without  trying  to  do  too  much  except  by  example;  fourth,  do  some- 
thing, be  quick,  move,  the  frontier  is  not  leisurely  waiting. 

General  T.  J.  Morgan  reported  that  a  home  has  been  established 
near  Fort  Sill,  Oklahoma.  A  lady  has  given  $750  to  build  a  chapel. 
A  society  has  built  a  residence,  and  pays  the  salary  of  a  man  and 
wife.     Another  society  supports  two  ladies. 

A  paper  on  "Indian  Depredation  Claims,"  by  General  Colby, 
was  read  by  Mr.  Garrett. 
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INDIAN    DEPREDATION    CLAIMS. 

BY   GENERAL    L.    W.    COLBY. 

Mr,  President^  Ladies  and  Gentlemen^ — The  history  of  Congres- 
sional legislation  upon  the  subject  of  Indian  depredations  commences 
almost  with  the  existence  of  the  nation,  and  a  brief  consideration  of 
the  earlier  laws  is  deemed  valuable  for  a  proper  understanding  of  the 
present  statute. 

The  first  remedial  act  was  passed  by  Congress,  May  19,  1796. 
The  general  object  of  this  act,  as  indicated  by  its  title,  was  to  pro- 
mote trade  and  commerce  between  the  States  and  the  different  Ind- 
ian tribes,  and  preserve  peace  upon  the  frontier.  It  provides,  how- 
ever, among  other  things,  a  remedy  for  depredations  committed  by 
Indians  upon  the  whites,  and  by  whites  upon  the  Indians.  The  Four- 
teenth Section  contains  a  provision,  in  substance,  that,  if  any  Indian 
or  Indians  belonging  to  any  tribe  in  amiiy  with  the  United  States 
should  come  across  the  boundary  line  in  any  State  or  Territory,  and 
there  steal  or  destroy  property  belonging  to  any  citizen  or  inhabitant, 
or  commit  any  murder,  violence,  or  outrage,  that  application  should 
be  made,  under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
to  the  nation  or  tribe  of  Indians  for  satisfaction,  and  that  the  amount 
necessary  for  such  purpose  should  be  deducted,  upon  due  proof  of 
the  amount  of  damage,  out  of  the  annual  stipend  which  the  United 
States  was  bound  to  pay  to  the  tribe  to  which  the  offenders  belonged, 
the  government  in  each  instance  guaranteeing  to  the  party  injured 
an  eventual  indemnification,  providing  the  injured  party  should  not 
violate  the  requirements  of  such  act  by  seeking  private  satisfaction  or 
revenge. 

The  next  Congressional  legislation  upon  this  subject  was  an  act 
approved  March  3,  1799,  which  was  but  a  re-enactment  of  the  former 
statute  with  some  minor  changes. 

The  act  of  March  30,  1802,  reduced  the  time  for  making  satisfac- 
tion from  eighteen  months  to  one  year,  changed  the  provisions  of  the 
law  in  some  other  respects,  but  left  the  section  applicable  to  Indian 
depredation  claims  substantially  the  same  as  under  the  prior  law. 

The  act  of  June  30,  1834,  extended  the  remedy  to  depredations 
committed  within  the  Indian  country,  retained  the  guarantee  by  the 
United  States  to  the  party  injured  of  eventual  indemnification,  but 
limited  the  time  within  which  the  claim  was  to  be  presented  to  three 
years  after  the  commission  of  the  injury.  It  also  contained  a  pro- 
vision that,  in  case  no  annuity  should  be  payable  to  such  Indian  tribe 
or  nation,  the  amount  of  the  claims  should  be  paid  from  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States. 

By  a  Congressional  act  approved  Feb.  28,  1859,  so  much  of  the 
act  of  June  30,  1834,  as  provided  that  the  United  States  should  make 
indemnification  out  of  the  Treasury  for  depredations  committed  by 
Indians,  was  repealed,  providing,  however,  that  the  same  should  not 
be  construed  so  as  to  impair  the  obligation  of  the  Indians  to  make 
indemnification  out  of  their  annuities. 

On  July  15,  1870,  Congress  passed  a  general  law  that  no  part  of 
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the  appropriations  made  to  pay  annuities  due  to  or  to  be  expended 
for  the  care  and  benefit  of  any  tribe  of  Indians  named  therein  should 
be  applied  to  the  payment  of  any  claim  for  Indian  depredations,  and 
that  no  claim  of  that  character  should  thereafter  be  paid  without 
special  appropriation  therefor  being  made  by  Congress. 

By  the  act  of  May  29,  1872,  it  was  made  the  duty  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  to  prepare  and  publish  such  rules  and  regulations  as 
he  might  deem  necessary  for  the  presentation  of  claims  arising  under 
existing  laws  or  treaty  stipulations  for  compensation  for  Indian  depre- 
dations, and  the  degree  and  character  of  the  evidence  necessary  to 
support  such  claims.  He  was  also  required  to  investigate  such 
claims,  and  report  to  Congress  at  each  session  thereof  the  nature, 
character,  and  amount  thereof,  whether  allowed  by  him  or  not,  and  the 
evidence  upon  which  his  action  was  based. 

An  act  approved  March  3,  1885,  appropriating  $10,000  for  the  inves- 
tigation of  certain  Indian  depredation  claims,  directed  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior,  in  expending  said  sum,  to  cause  a  complete  list  of  all 
claims  filed  in  the  Interior  Department  which  had  been  approved  in 
whole  or  in  part  and  remained  unpaid ;  and,  also,  of  all  such  claims  as 
were  pending  and  not  yet  examined,  on  behalf  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  for  depredations  chargeable  against  any  tribe  of  Indians  by 
reason  of  any  treaty  between  such  tribe  and  the  United  States,  includ- 
ing the  name  and  address  of  the  claimants,  the  date  of  the  alleged 
depredation,  by  what  tribe  committed,  the  date  of  the  examination 
and  approval,  with  a  reference  to  the  date  and  clause  of  the  treaty 
creating  the  obligation  for  payment,  to  be  made  and  presented  to 
Congress  at  its  next  regular  session  thereafter.  And  the  Secretary  was 
empowered,  before  making  such  report,  to  cause  such  additional  inves- 
tigation to  be  made  and  proofs  to  be  taken  as  he  might  deem  neces- 
sary to  enable  him  to  determine  the  kind  and  value  of  all  property 
damaged  or  destroyed,  and  by  what  tribe  such  depredations  were 
committed.  His  report  was  also  required  to  include  his  determina- 
tion upon  each  claim,  together  with  the  names  and  residences  of  the 
witnesses  and  the  testimony  of  each,  and  also  what  funds  were  then 
existing  or  to  be  derived,  by  reason  of  treaty  or  other  obligation,  out 
of  which  the  same  should  be  paid. 

By  an  act  approved  May  15,  1886,  Congress  appropriated  $20,000 
for  continuing  the  investigation  and  examination  of  the  Indian  depre- 
dation claims  authorized  by  the  act  of  March  3,  1885,  ^^^  required 
that  the  examination  and  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
should  include  claims,  if  any,  barred  by  the  statute  of  June  30,  1834, 
such  fact  to  be  stated  in  the  report. 

The  act  of  March  2,  1887,  upon  this  subject  was  an  appropriation 
of  $20,000  for  continuing  the  investigation  and  examination  of  the 
Indian  depredation  claims  originally  authorized  by  the  act  approved 
March  3,  1885,  upon  the  same  provisions  and  restrictions  as  the  act 
next  preceding. 

The  foregoing  is  a  summary  of  the  Congressional  legislation  upon 
the  subject  of  Indian  depredation  claims  prior  to  the  act.  It  will 
be  observed  that  the  examination  and  investigation  of  such  claims 
was  confined  to  the  executive  departments  of  the  government.  Pro- 
vision was  made  for  findings  and  allowances,  investigations,  and  the 
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taking  of  proofs ;  but  there  was  no  real  judicial  determination  of  the 
matters  to  be  considered,  and  no  authority  for  the  entry  of  judgments. 
The  awards  or  allowances  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  or  other 
officers,  were  not  binding  upon  the  claimants,  the  Indian  tribes,  or 
Congress. 

The  act  of  March  3,  189 1,  entitled  "  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  ad- 
judication and  payment  of  claims  arising  from  Indian  depredations," 
makes  a  radical  change  in  the  laws  upon  the  subject  of  Indian  depre- 
dations, especially  in  regard  to  the  remedies,  and  is  a  departure  from 
all  preceding  Congressional  action.  This  act  confers  upon  a  branch 
of  the  Judiciary  Department,  the  Court  of  Claims,  jurisdiction  and 
authority  to  inquire  into,  and  finally  adjudicate,  all  claims  for  Indian 
depredations  of  the  following  classes,  namely  :  — 

First. —  All  claims  for  property  of  citizens  of  the  United  States 
taken  or  destroyed  by  Indians  belonging  to  any  band,  tribe,  or  nation 
in  amity  with  the  United  States,  without  just  cause  or  provocation 
on  the  part  of  the  owner  or  agent  in  charge,  and  not  returned 
or  paid  for. 

Second, —  All  cases  for  Indian  depredations  which  have  been  ex- 
amined and  allowed  by  the  Interior  Department. 

Third, —  All  such  cases  for  Indian  depredations  as  were  authorized 
to  be  examined  under  the  act  of  March  3,  1885,  or  the  subsequent 
acts. 

Fourth, —  All  just  offsets  and  counter-claims  to  any  claim  of  either 
of  the  preceding  classes  which  may  be  before  such  court  for  deter- 
mination. 

Section  2  of  this  act  provides  that  all  questions  of  limitations  as  to 
time  and  manner  of  presenting  claims  are  waived,  and  that  no  claim 
shall  be  excluded  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  because  of  not 
having  been  presented  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  or  other 
officer  or  department  of  the  government :  provided,  however,  that  no 
claim  accruing  prior  to  July  i,  1865,  shall  be  considered  by  the  court, 
unless  the  claim  shall  have  been  allowed,  had  been  or  was  pending 
prior  to  the  passage  of  the  act,  before  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
or  Congress,  or  before  any  superintendent,  agent,  sub-agent,  or  com- 
missioner authorized  under  any  act  of  Congress  to  inquire  into  such 
claims. 

Section  4  provides  for  service  of  the  petition  of  claimant  upon  the 
Attorney-General  of  the  United  States,  upon  whom  is  imposed  the 
duty  of  appearing  and  defending  the  interests  of  the  government  and 
Indians  in  the  suit.  It  provides  that  any  Indians  interested  in  the 
proceedings  may  appear  and  defend  by  an  attorney  employed  by  them 
with  the  approval  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  also 
provides  that  all  unpaid  claims  which  had  theretofore  been  examined, 
approved,  and  allowed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  in  pursuance 
of  the  act  of  Congress  of  March  3,  1885,  or  subsequent  Indian  appro- 
priation acts,  shall  have  priority  of  consideration  by  the  court,  and 
that  judgments  for  the  amounts  therein  found  due  shall  be  rendered, 
unless  either  the  claimant  or  the  United  States  shall  elect  to  reopen 
the  case  and  try  the  same  before  the  court,  in  which  event  the  testi- 
mony in  the  case  given  by  the  witnesses  and  the  documentary  evi- 
dence, including  reports  of  department  agents  therein,  may  be  read 
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as  depositions  and  proofs,  and  the  party  electing  to  reopen  the  case 
shall  assume  the  burden  of  proof. 

Section  5  provides  that  the  court  shall  determine  in  each  case 
the  value  of  the  property  taken  or  destroyed  at  the  time  and  place 
of  its  loss  or  destruction,  and,  if  possible,  the  tribe  of  Indians  by 
whom  the  wrong  was  committed,  and  shall  render  judgments  in  favor 
of  the  claimants  against  the  United  States,  and  against  the  tribe  of 
Indians  committing  the  wrong,  when  such  can  be  identified. 

Section  6  provides  that  the  amount  of  any  judgment  so  rendered 
against  any  tribe  of  Indians  shall  be  charged  up  against  such  tribe, 
and  be  deducted  and  paid  in  the  following  manner  :  — 

First, —  From  annuities  due  said  tribe  from  the  United  States. 

Second, —  If  no  annuities  are  due  or  payable,  then  from  any  other 
funds  due  said  tribe  from  the  United  Stales,  arising  from  the  sale  of 
their  lands  or  otherwise. 

Third. —  If  no  such  funds  are  due  or  available,  then  from  any  ap- 
propriation for  the  benefit  of  such  tribe,  other  than  appropriations  for 
their  current  and  necessary  support,  subsistence,  and  education. 

Fourth, —  If  no  such  annuity,  fund,  or  appropriation  is  due  or  avail- 
able, then  the  amount  of  the  judgment  shall  be  paid  from  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  United  States. 

Provided,  that  any  amount  so  paid  from  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States  shall  remain  a  charge  against  such  tribe,  and  be  de- 
ducted from  any  annuity,  fund,  or  appropriation  before  designated 
which  may  hereafter  become  due  from  the  United  States  to  such 
tribe. 

Section  7  contains  the  provision  that  all  judgments  of  said  court 
shall  be  a  final  determination  of  the  causes  decided  and  of  the  rights 
and  obligations  of  the  parties  thereto,  and  shall  not  thereafter  be 
questioned,  unless  a  new  trial  or  rehearing  shall  be  granted  by  said 
court  or  the  judgments  reversed  or  modified  upon  appeal. 

Section  13  provides  that  the  investigation  and  examination  in  the 
Interior  Department,  under  the  provisions  of  the  acts  of  Congress  in 
regard  to  Indian  depredation  claims,  shall  cease  upon  the  taking 
effect  of  this  act. 

This  act  of  March  3,  1891,  does  not  apparently  create  new  rights 
or  causes  of  action  to  claimants  for  Indian  depredations,  but  changes 
the  remedy  and  the  venue,  and  provides  a  new  and  different  forum. 
It  requires  a  judicial  investigation  and  judgment  rather  than  a  depart- 
mental examination  and  finding,  as  in  the  former  legislation.  The 
laws  entitling  claimants  to  relief  or  giving  them  a  cause  of  action 
are  to  be  found  in  the  acts  of  Congress  prior  to  the  statute  of  March 
3,  1891 ;  and  the  claims  are  those  arising  from  depredations  com- 
mitted from  time  to  time  since  the  passage  of  the  first  act  upon  the 
subject.  May  19,  1796. 

The  property  for  the  taking  or  destruction  of  which  actions  have 
been  commenced  varies  with  the  times  and  localities  in  which  the 
depredations  occurred,  and  these  cases  afford  a  very  interesting  field 
for  research  to  attorneys  engaged  in  the  litigation.  Suits  have  been 
brought  for  the  loss  of  husbands,  wives,  slaves,  steamboats,  mills, 
gold  coin,  bank  of  England  notes,  dwelling-houses,  fences,  a  head 
of  hair,  a  sky-blue  horse,  a  mouse-colored  mule,  stock  of  all  kinds. 
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machinery,  household  goods, —  in  fact,  nearly  everything  produced 
by  nature  or  art  during  the  century  of  our  nation's  progress. 

The  actions  brought  under  this  law,  both  in  numbers  and  amounts 
involved,  compose  the  most  important  class  of  cases  over  which  the 
Court  of  Claims  has  been  given  jurisdiction.  Up  to  Aug.  i,  1893, 
there  had  been  9,706  suits  commenced  in  the  Court  of  Claims  for 
damages  arising  from  Indian  depredations ;  and  in  these  the  aggre- 
gate amount  claimed  is  $37,533,374.15.  There  have  been  judgments 
rendered  in  and  a  final  disposition  had  of  751  of  such  actions,  in 
453  o^  which  the  judgments  were  in  favor  of  the  claimants,  and  in 
298  of  which  judgments  were  in  favor  of  the  government  and  the 
Indians.  The  aggregate  amount  of  the  judgments  in  favor  of  claim- 
ants is  $931,391.45  :  in  these  the  amounts  of  the  original  claims  aggre- 
gate $1,707,938.50.  The  original  claims  in  the  298  actions  in  which 
judgments  have  been  rendered  in  favor  of  the  defendants  aggregate 
$1,385,247.90. 

It  thus  appears  that  the  original  claims  for  Indian  depredations 
which  have  been  adjudicated  in  the  Court  of  Claims,  under  the  act 
of  March  3,  1891,  aggregate  $3,093,186.40,  and  that  the  difference 
between  the  amount  of  such  claims  so  adjudicated  and  the  amount 
of  the  judgments  rendered  in  favor  of  claimants  is  $2,161,794.95. 

The  judgments  rendered  in  favor  of  claimants  in  Indian  depreda- 
tion cases  prior  to  July  i,  1892,  aggregate  $479,067.62.  Of  these 
judgments  the  amount  of  $815  was  chargeable  against  the  Osage 
Indians,  and  was  paid  directly  from  the  funds  of  such  tribe  without 
special  Congressional  action  being  had.  Provision  was  made  by 
Congress,  by  an  appropriation  of  $478,252.62,  for  the  payment  of 
the  remainder  of  the  judgments  which  had  been  rendered  prior  to 
July  I,  1892. 

The  judgments  rendered  in  favor  of  claimants  in  Indian  depreda- 
tion cases  since  July  i,  1892,  aggregate  $452,323.83  ;  and  for  the 
payment  of  these  no  appropriation  has  yet  been  made  by  Congress. 

The  judgments  rendered  in  favor  of  claimants,  with  the  exception 
of  eight  cases,  are  upon  claims  which  have  been  examined,  approved, 
and  allowed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  under  the  act  of  March 
3,  1885,  or  other  Indian  depredation  acts.  These  were  actions,  with 
few  exceptions,  entitled  to  priority  of  consideration  by  the  court 
under  Section  4  of  the  act  of  March  3,  189 1 ;  and  the  claimants  were 
entitled  to  judgment  for  the  amount  therein  found  due,  unless  either 
the  claimants  or  the  United  States  elected  to  reopen  the  case. 

The  judgments  in  favor  of  the  defence  represent  in  many  instances 
distinct  classes  of  claims,  and  are  really  adjudications  in  certain  test 
cases  selected  for  the  purpose  of  judicially  settling  the  question  ap- 
plicable to  such  classes.  In  view  of  the  importance  of  these  deci- 
sions, some  of  the  classes  may  be  mentioned. 

The  following  six  cases  brought  against  the  Bannock  and  Pi-Ute 
tribes  of  Indians  have  been  decided  in  favor  of  the  defence.  The 
decisions  therein  are  directly  applicable  to  more  than  two  hundred 
cases  still  pending,  which  involve  nearly  two  million  dollars.  They 
are  also  applicable  to  all  claims  arising  out  of  the  Bannock  Indian 
War  for  depredations  committed  by  the  Bannock,  Pi-Ute,  Snake,  or 
other  tribes  of  Indians  engaged  in  the  hostilities  of  1878,  in  Idaho, 
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Oregon,   and  adjoining  States,   commonly  known  as  the   Bannock 
Indian  War :  — 

No.  3104,  John  Dixon. 

No.  3105,  Marks  and  Wollenberg. 

No.  3106,  Stilley  Riddle. 

No.  3107,  Ann  Short. 

No.  3622,  J.  R.  and  Enos  Dixon. 

No.  6568,  Henry  C.  Wilson. 

The  cases  of  M.  B.  Welborn,  administrator.  No.  3584,  and  Sam- 
uel C.  Daniel,  Jr.,  administrator,  No.  3 141,  two  cases  against  the 
Creek  tribe  or  nation  of  Indians,  have  been  decided  by  the  court 
in  favor  of  the  defence.  These  decisions  are  directly  applicable  to 
162  suits  pending  in  the  Court  of  Claims,  as  well  as  to  each  of  the 
1,003  claims,  aggregating  $1,272,722.20,  examined  by  the  Creek 
Commission  for  depredations  occurring  during  the  Indian  hostilities 
of  1836  in  Alabama,  Georgia,  and  Florida,  generally  known  as  the 
Creek  War  of  1836. 

The  Court  of  Claims  has  decided  in  favor  of  the  defence  in  the 
action  of  Jesse  L.  Adams,  No.  1416,  brought  against  the  Pitt  River 
tribe  or  band  of  Indians  for  depredations  committed  in  Northern  Cali- 
fornia in  1858.  This  decision  is  directly  applicable  to  some  twenty 
cases  of  like  character  still  pending,  and  also  to  all  other  actions 
brought  against  the  Pitt  River  tribe  and  other  Indians  for  depreda- 
tions committed  in  that  section  of  the  United  States  during  the  hos- 
tilities of  1858. 

The  case  of  James  S.  Valk,  coexecutor,  etc.,  No.  475,  brought  for 
depredations  committed  by  the  Rogue  River  tribe  of  Indians  in  Ore- 
gon, in  1856,  has  been  decided  in  favor  of  the  defence.  The  deci- 
sion therein  is  directly  applicable  to  several  hundred  cases  pending 
in  the  court  for  losses  that  occurred  during  the  general  Indian  war 
of  1855-56,  in  which  not  only  the  Rogue  River,  but  the  Umpqua, 
Klickitat,  Yakima,  Cow  Creek,  Shasta,  and  other  tribes  were  en- 
gaged in  a  general  uprising  against  the  whites,  which  extended  from 
California  to  Puget  Sound.  Not  only  so,  but  the  decision  on  the 
subject  of  citizenship  is  applicable  to  many  thousand  cases  brought 
under  the  first  class,  defined  in  Section  i  of  the  act  of  March  3, 
1 89 1.  The  question  of  citizenship  as  an  essential  requisite  to  claim- 
ants' recovery  has  also  been  decided  by  the  court  in  the  cases  of 
Soren  Anderson,  No.  5355,  and  Hosford  and  Gagnon,  Nos.  3912 
and  3913. 

Briefs  and  arguments  on  behalf  of  the  government  and  Indians 
have  also  been  prepared  and  filed  in  other  cases,  representing  distinct 
classes  of  claims,  which  have  not  yet  been  passed  upon  by  the  court, 
but  which  from  their  importance  are  deemed  worthy  of  special  men- 
tion. The  following  have  been  selected  as  test  cases  from  2,940 
claims,  aggregating  $2,458,795.16,  arising  from  the  hostilities  of  the 
Sisseton,  Wahpeton,  Medawakanton,  and  Wahpakoola  bands  or 
tribes  of  Sioux  Indians  in  Minnesota  in  the  year  1862  :  — 

No.  3856,  Matthew  Wright. 

No.  3683,  Abner  M.  Darling,  administrator. 

No.  4476,  Jerome  J.  Getty. 
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The  following  were  selected  as  test  cases  from  73  claims 
arising  from  the  hostilities  of  the  Rogue  River  tribe  of  Indians 
in  Oregon,  known  as  the  Rogue  River  Indian  War  of  1853,  on 
which  $15,000  was  paid  to  claimants  upon  the  awards  of  the  Rogue 
River  Commission,  by  the  express  terms  of  the  treaty  with  the  Ind- 
ians entered  into  Sept.  10,  1853  :  — 

No.  964,  Edward  B.  Myer,  administrator  of  John  Anderson. 
No.  277,  Edward  B.  Myer,  administrator  of  Thomas  Frizzell. 
No.  272,  Edward  B.  Myer,  administrator  of  Pleasant  W.  Stow. 
No.  1420,  Elizabeth  Ross,  administrator  of  John  E.  Ross. 

The  cases  of  Alvin  C.  Leighton,  Nos.  817-822,  involve  not  only  the 
settlement  of  important  questions  bearing  on  the  opening  of  allowed 
cases  under  the  act  of  March  3,  1891,  and  former  Congressional  acts, 
but  are  also  types  of  numerous  claims  against  the  confederated  tribes 
of  Sioux  Indians  for  losses  arising  during  general  Indian  hostilities 
from  1865  to  1868  in  Wyoming,  Dakota,  Colorado,  and  Nebraska. 

The  decision  of  the  case  of  George  H.  Giddings,  No.  3873,  re- 
quires a  construction  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1891,  upon  the  statute 
of  limitations.  It  is  an  action  in  which  judgment  is  asked  for  over 
two  hundred  thousand  dollars ;  and  it  is  also  important  as  a  repre- 
sentative of  many  other  claims  arising  from  hostilities  of  the  Apaches, 
Navajoes,  and  other  tribes  of  Indians,  occurring  from  1855  to  1862 
in  Texas,  Arizona,  and  New  Mexico. 

The  case  of  James  Martin,  administrator  of  Frank  McCoy,  No. 
3616,  is  for  depredations  committed  in  Idaho  and  Oregon  in  1866. 
The  claim  is  against  the  Snake  tribe  of  Indians ;  and  the  decision 
therein  will  be  applicable,  not  only  to  suits  brought  against  such 
tribe ;  but  also  to  those  brought  against  other  Indian  tribes  in  that 
locality  during  the  time  mentioned. 

The  case  of  Joseph  Loranger,  administrator.  No.  7931,  is  one  of  a 
number  of  claims  for  losses  occurring  in  18 12  and  1813  from  the 
depredations  of  the  Pottawatomie  and  other  tribes  of  Indians  allied 
with  Great  Britain  during  the  war  with  the  United  States.  The  de- 
cision of  this  action  involves  not  only  the  question  of  the  liability  of 
the  government  for  the  loss  of  private  property  taken  by  the  public 
enemy  in  time  of  war,  but  also  the  question  of  the  application  of  the 
rule  of  res  adjudicata  to  the  findings  and  judgments  of  the  Court  of 
Claims  in  Indian  depredation  cases  prior  to  the  passage  of  the  act  of 
March  3,  1891. 

The  case  of  L.  D.  Philbrook,  No.  1559,  is  one  of  a  number  pend- 
ing against  the  Blood  and  Piegan  tribes  of  Indians  for  depredations 
committed  in  Montana  by  members  of  Indian  tribes  domiciled  in  the 
British  possessions.  The  case  of  Lewis  I.  F.  laeger,  No.  11 08,  is 
for  depredations  committed  by  the  Yuma  tribe  of  Indians  in  Lower 
California,  outside  of  the  Territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States. 
The  question  of  the  citizenship  of  Mexican  Indians,  who  became  sub- 
jects of  the  United  States  under  the  treaty  of  Guadaloupe  Hidalgo, 
and  of  their  tribal  liabilities,  is  also  involved  in  the  latter  case. 

The  following  have  been  briefed  and  argued  as  test  cases,  se- 
lected from  a  number  of  claims  for  depredations  committed  by  mem- 
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bers  of  Chief  Joseph's  band  of  non-treaty  Nez-perc^  Indians  during 
the  Nez-perc^  War  of  1877  in  Idaho  and  Montana  :  — 

No.  923,  Wm.  M.  Wolverton,  administrator. 

No.  28 1 1,  Stone  and  Roush. 

No.  6010,  Shoup  and  Glendenning. 

The  cases  of  the  North  western  Stage,  Transportation,  and  Ex- 
press Company,  Nos.  1068-1074,  involve  the  question  of  the  right  of 
recovery  and  the  citizenship  of  a  corporation  organized  under  State 
law. 

The  cases  of  Amanda  M.  Fletcher  Cook  et  al,,  No.  5072,  and 
Lewis  B.  Gillett  et  al.y  No.  2346,  require,  among  other  things,  a  con- 
struction of  Section  1086  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United 
States  in  regard  to  corrupt  practice,  or  attempts  to  practise  fraud 
against  the  United  States  in  the  proof,  statement,  establishment,  or 
allowance  of  any  claim  for  Indian  depredations  under  the  act  of 
March  3,  1891,  or  prior  acts  of  Congress.  In  the  former  case,  claim- 
ant asks  judgment  for  $106,295. 

Upon  the  decisions  of  the  court  in  the  foregoing  test  cases  depends 
the  liability  of  the  government  to  respond  in  damages  to  the  amount 
of  many  millions  of  dollars.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  in  each  of 
the  actions  named  the  legal  principles  announced  by  the  court  in 
other  cases  already  determined  will  relieve  the  government  and 
Indians  from  all  liability  in  these  several  classes  of  claims. 

In  the  following  cases  decided  in  favor  of  the  defence,  claimants* 
counsel  have  given  notice  of  appeals  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  or  filed  motions  for  new  trials  in  the  Court  of 
Claims  :  — 

M.  B.  Welborn  and  others  against  the  Creeks;  John  Dixon  and 
others  ag:ainst  the  Bannock  and  Pi-Utes ;  James  S.  Valk  against  the 
Rogue  River  Indians ;  and  Penny  and  son  against  the  Sioux. 

In  the  case  of  Joshua  Gorham,  No.  4514,  against  the  United 
States  and  the  Kiowa  and  Comanche  tribes  of  Indians,  involving 
the  liability  of  the  government  for  depredations  committed  in  the 
winter  of  1866  in  Texas,  a  dismissal  was  entered  against  the  defend- 
ant tribes  of  Indians,  but  judgment  rendered  against  the  govern- 
ment. A  motion  for  a  new  trial  in  the  Court  of  Claims  has  been 
filed  on  behalf  of  the  government,  and  the  case  is  waiting  argument 
thereon  at  the  next  term  of  court. 

The  appropriations  provided  by  Congress  for  the  defence  of  this 
class  of  actions  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1892,  were 
$25,000,  and  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1893,  $35,000.  The 
amount  appropriated  for  the  current  fiscal  year  is  only  $22,500. 

An  examination  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1891,  to  provide  for  the 
adjudication  and  payment  of  claims  arising  from  Indian  depredations, 
discloses  the  fact  that  there  is  no  provision  whatever  for  service  of 
process  upon  the  defendant  tribes  of  Indians,  the  only  service  con- 
templated being  upon  the  Attorney-General,  although  the  law  provides 
for  the  entry  of  judgment  against  the  Indians  as  well  as  the  govern- 
ment, and  for  the  payment  of  such  judgment  out  of  the  tribal  funds. 
There  are  grave  questions  which  arise  as  to  the  constitutionality  of 
this  part  of  the  law.    The  authority  of  Congress  to  confer  upon  the 
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Court  of  Claims  power  to  render  a  personal  judgment  against  any 
tribe,  band,  or  nation  of  Indians,  even  with  service  of  process,  is 
questioned  by  many  lawyers.  The  legal  effect  of  such  judgments, 
rendered  without  service  of  process,  upon  the  tribal  funds,  has  not 
yet  been  judicially  determined.  It  would  seem  that  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  which  prohibits  a  person  from  being  deprived 
of  life,  liberty,  or  properly  without  due  process  of  law,  should  be 
held  as  applicable  to  Indians ;  and  this  important  question  will  have 
to  be  determined  in  the  final  settlements  had  between  the  govern- 
ment and  the  several  tribes  of  Indians  for  the  moneys  and  trust  funds 
held  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States.  It  was  decided  by  Judge 
Deady,  in  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States  for  Nebraska,  in 
the  case  of  the  United  States,  ex  rel.  Standing  Bear  v.  George 
Crook,  Brigadier-General  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  that  the 
word  *'  person  "  in  the  Constitution  means  human  being,  and  that  the 
Indian  is  a  person.  This  express  guarantee  of  the  fundamental  law 
of  the  nation  is  just  as  necessary  for  the  Indian  as  the  white  man ; 
and,  according  to  the  general  principles  of  jurisprudence  announced 
in  all  courts  and  all  countries,  a  judgment  without  service  of  process 
upon  the  person  charged  is  absolutely  void  and  of  no  force. 

Where  there  are  treaty  stipulations  with  the  Indian  tribes  which 
authorize  the  payment  of  claims  for  depredations  committed,  doubt- 
less the  government,  without  any  judicial  determination,  might  be 
authorized  to  pay  the  claims,  and  charge  them  up  against  the  funds 
of  such  tribe ;  but  it  is  extremely  doubtful  if  Congress  has  the  power, 
without  the  authority  of  such  treaties,  to  pass  a  valid  law,  making  the 
funds  of  the  tribe  liable  for  the  depredations  committed  by  individ- 
ual members  thereof.  In  no  case  should  judgments  be  charged  up 
against  the  trust  fund  of  the  Indians,  unless  expressly  authorized 
by  treaty.  Unless  clearly  stipulated  otherwise,  this  money  should 
be  left  for  the  support  and  education  of  the  Indians. 

Most  of  the  injuries  for  which  actions  are  brought  were  committed 
by  the  ancestors  of  the  present  generations  of  Indians,  and  it  seems 
peculiarly  unjust  to  them  that  their  funds  should  be  taken  to  pay  for 
the  misdoings  of  their  forefathers. 

The  government  should  carry  out  its  agreements  and  promises 
to  both  citizens  and  Indians  in  good  faith :  it  should  pay  the  legiti- 
mate claims  of  all  persons  to  whom  it  promised  eventual  indemnifica- 
tion ;  but  it  should  only  charge  up  and  deduct  from  the  trust  funds  of 
the  Indians  claims  for  such  losses  as  are  clearly  authorized  by  the 
express  terms  of  the  treaties.  Where  there  is  no  provision  or  reser- 
vation in  the  treaty  with  the  Indians  for  money  to  be  taken  out  for 
losses  from  depredations,  such  action  should  never  be  had  by  any 
branch  of  the  government.  Good  faith  on  the  part  of  the  nation,  as 
well  as  common  honesty,  prohibits  the  payment  of  this  class  of  claims 
out  of  the  trust  funds,  without  the  full  knowledge  and  consent  of  the 
Indians.  These  funds  have  been  placed  in  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  under  the  sacred  stipulations  of  solemn  treaties,  to  be 
used  for  the  support,  education,  and  civilization  of  a  people  who  are 
acknowledged  to  have  many  characteristics  worthy  of  preservation 
and  adoption  by  the  present  dominant  race.  National  good  faith 
will  not  permit  their  diversion  to  other  purposes,  and  the  adjudica- 
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tions  upon  legal  principles  administered  in  the  courts  for  centuries 
are  in  accord  with  the  requirements  of  good  faith.  Let  Congress 
legislate  for  Indians  as  it  does  for  white  men  ;  let  the  laws  for  all  be 
executed  alike;  let  our  courts  interpret  the  statutes  without  regard 
to  condition,  color,  or  race,  having  in  mind  the  rights  of  man  as  guar- 
anteed by  the  Constitution  and  vouchsafed  by  the  eternal  principles 
of  natural  justice,  which  are  the  foundation  of  all  law, —  and  there  will 
be  no  danger  arising  to  the  funds  sacredly  set  apart  for  the  educa- 
tion, civilization,  and  enlightenment  of  the  remaining  representatives 
of  the  former  noble  and  powerful  races  occupying  the  territory  now 
inhabited  by  the  most  civilized  nation  of  the  world. 

An  address  on  Depredation  Claims  and  on  the  General  Prog- 
ress of  the  Laws  was  made  by  Mr.  Austin  Abbott,  LL.D. 

Mr.  Abbott. —  Your  committee  have  asked  some  legal  opinions 
from  me;  and  if,  for  a  moment,  I  am  regarded  as  standing  in  the  rela- 
tion of  an  attorney,  let  me  say  what  a  pleasure  it  always  is  to  have 
clients  who  desire  nothing  but  justice. 

As  time  is  short,  let  me  proceed  at  once  to  the  subject  of  Depreda- 
tion Claims.  Some  of  you  will  remember  that  five  or  six  years  ago  I 
suggested,  as  a  question  of  great  importance,  what  was  to  become  of 
the  twenty-three  or  more  millions  of  dollars  which  the  federal  govern- 
ment now  holds  as  trustee  for  those  various  tribes.  The  question  is 
complicated  by  the  fact  that  it  depends,  not  on  one  simple  trust  instru- 
ment that  can  be  read  in  five  minutes,  but  in  numerous  treaties  and 
provisions  of  statutes,  filling  volumes,  which  would  take  days  and 
weeks,  perhaps  months,  to  master,  and  then,  with  the  most  thorough 
and  careful  examination,  presenting  problems  which  with  great  diffi- 
culty could  finally  be  solved.  It  cannot  be  dealt  with  by  one  broad 
sweep  of  the  pen.     It  must  be  attacked,  if  at  all,  in  detail. 

Let  me  say  ia  word  as  to  the  sacred ness  of  these  trust  funds.  That 
sentiment  is  very  dear  to  your  hearts.  I  have  not  hesitated  to  express 
the  conviction  that,  while  the  funds  are  sacred  to  Indian  uses,  there  is 
not  this  sacredness  in  the  obligation  of  the  United  States  as  to  the 
methods  of  applying  these  funds,  and  for  this  reason.  The  contract 
which  a  treaty  embodies  is  something  more  than  a  contract.  It  is  an 
arrangement  with  a  sovereign  power ;  and,  whatever  trust  that  power 
may  have  assumed  by  these  treaties  towards  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  Indians,  that  is  only  a  smaller  fact  in  the  greater  fact  that 
the  nation  is  a  trustee  of  the  sovereign  powers  of  the  government  for 
the  whole  people,  for  the  Indians  and  all ;  and  the  generations  that 
are  past  could  not,  by  these  treaties,  make  the  government  part  with 
this  power  of  sovereignty  of  government  for  all  the  people,  Indians 
included.  Therefore,  the  only  way  to  reconcile  the  trust  which  the 
government  holds  for  all  the  people  with  the  trust  of  these  millions 
which,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  contract,  are  to  be  applied  in  an- 
nuities and  rations,  is  not  to  insist  on  the  specific  applications  which 
are  inconsistent  with  good  government ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  to 
apply  the  same  funds,  or  full  equivalents,  to  the  same  work  by  other 
and  better  methods  and  subject  to  the  right  and  duty  of  good  govern- 
ment.    We  must  apply  the  principles  of  equity  which  are,  of  course. 
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applied  every  day  in  regard  to  smaller  contracts.  The  contract  shall 
not  be  broken.  Its  object  shall  be  subserved.  The  funds  shall  be 
sacredly  applied.  But  if  times  have  changed,  and  the  situation  also, 
and  it  is  imprudent  to  apply  them  in  the  language  of  the  bond,  they 
shall  be  applied  in  some  other  way  that  answers  the  purpose,  or  the 
trustee  who  does  not  fulfil  it  to  the  letter  must  respond  in  damages, 
and  make  good  the  loss  wherever  he  departs  under  necessity  from 
the  terms  of  the  trust  in  respect  to  form. 

Now,  this  is  made  more  plain  when  we  say  that  those  who  contract 
with  the  government  contract  with  a  party  that  cannot  be  sued.  The 
government  may  grant  you  a  tract  of  land,  and  covenant  with  you  that 
you  and  your  assigns  shall  enjoy  it  exclusively  forever,  and  the  next 
year  it  may  come  and  take  by  right  of  eminent  domain  a  strip  right 
through  your  land,  notwithstanding  the  contract,  because  the  govern- 
ment is  not  merely  a  contracting  party,  but,  as  government,  has  the 
power  of  sovereignty  for  the  good,  not  only  of  yourself,  but  of  all  the 
people.  But  the  government  must  respond  in  damages,  and  make 
compensation  for  the  strip  of  land  which  it  has  granted  you  and  has 
taken  away. 

These  depredation  claims  began  in  1796,  almost  one  hundred 
years  ago,  and  statutes  have  been  passed,  allowing  the  claims,  each 
successive  statute  —  there  are  ten  —  opening  the  door  a  little  wider. 
This  last  act  is  remarkable. 

In  the  first  place,  the  white  man's  claims  are  subject  to  no  limita- 
tion. If  a  white  man  or  woman  is  injured  in  a  railroad  accident  an 
action  for  recovery  of  damages  has  to  be  brought  within  one  or  two 
years.  This  act  lets  in  against  Indian  trust  funds  claims  that  are 
twenty,  twenty-five,  almost  thirty  years  old.  There  is  one  that  was 
presented  in  1838.  That  is  not  white  man's  justice.  It  is  not  the 
justice  we  get. 

President  Gates. —  You  do  not  mean  it  is  any  better  justice  than 
we  get,  but  the  contrary. 

Mr.  Abbott. —  It  is  better  for  the  claimant  but  not  so  good  for  the 
Indian. 

Now  let  us  revert  to  our  principle,  one  law  for  all. 

One  question  I  would  like  to  put  to  the  Business  Committee  is  here, 
whether  this  statute  should  not  be  amended.  For  nearly  all  the 
claims  of  white  men  upon  white  men,  or  Indians  upon  white  men, 
there  is  a  short  limitation.  Your  claim  must  be  presented  promptly, 
or  it  is  barred  by  lapse  of  time.  That  is  called  a  statute  of  repose. 
The  Indians  are  entitled  to  a  statute  of  repose,  if  any  one  is.  The 
courts  of  equity  have  a  way  of  putting  a  quietus  on  stale  claims.  The 
chancellor,  if  he  finds  an  old  claim  twenty  or  thirty  years  old,  says, 
Why  was  not  this  presented  before  ?  The  fact  that  it  has  not  been 
is  enough  reason  to  decide  against  it.  The  statutes  should  be  so 
amended  as  to  prescribe  a  short  limitation,  or,  if  not,  at  least  so  that 
the  court  of  claims  should  be  required  to  apply  the  doctrines  of  equity 
to  stale  claims  upon  the  same  principles  as  against  claims  on  us. 

Out  of  the  claims  thus  far  examined,  more  than  half  have  been 
wholly  rejected ;  and  out  of  the  other  half  more  than  half  the  amount 
has  been  disallowed.  The  whole  amount  of  claims  thus  far  passed 
upon  is  four  times  what  could  be  justly  allowed. 
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You  would  like  to  hear  of  the  present  status  of  the  Indian  before 
the  law.  The  law  is  supposed  to  be  a  Bxed  thing.  In  reality,  law  is 
growing.  It  is  like  the  glaciers  that  Agassiz  discovered  to  be  really 
in  motion.  Everybody  before  supposed  they  were  fixtures;  but  he 
observed  the  rate  of  growth,  measured  it,  and  showed  us  that  glaciers 
are  vast  rivers  of  moving,  flexible,  self-adjusting  ice.  Now,  the  law  is 
just  such  a  stream  of  justice,  imperfect,  rude,  but  here  and  there  im- 
proving upon  its  past  and  readjusting  itself  to  the  growing  conception 
of  human  rights.  Since  we  first  met,  it  has  been  slowly  adapting  itself 
to  administer  justice  to  the  Indian. 

As  to  the  allotted  Indian  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to 
whether  it  is  wise  to  have  the  restriction  of  twenty-five  years  on  his 
sale  of  the  land  that  has  been  allotted.  The  question  has  been  raised 
whether  that  provision  ought  not  to  be  abolished.  You  remember 
the  story  told  by  Mr.  Cornelius  last  year  with  reference  to  that.  He 
owned  land  which  he  could  not  use  nor  lease  nor  sell.  I  observe, 
when  the  same  problem  comes  home  to  our  common  life,  there  is  a 
difference  of  opinion  among  white  people  as  to  whether  the  law  ought 
to  hamper  the  property  of  children  spendthrifts,  or  whether  a  father 
ought  to  be  allowed  to  tie  up  his  property,  so  that  a  child  cannot  dis- 
pose of  it.  Some  think  he  ought  to,  and  some  think  not.  Others 
think  that  the  way  to  make  a  man  of  the  child  is  to  give  him  respon- 
sibility. There  is  that  difference  of  opinion  as  to  what  shall  be  done 
with  the  Indians  and  their  property.  But  there  needs  to  be  a  discre- 
tionary power  somewhere  by  which  the  allotted  Indian,  who  is  de- 
prived of  the  power  of  selling  his  ground,  can  lease  it.  An  Indian 
should  be  allowed  to  lease  his  soil  if  the  necessity  for  it  arises.  That 
is  what  we  do  with  infants. 

President  Gates. —  Is  there  not  some  such  discretionary  power, 
Senator  Dawes  ? 

Senator  Dawes. — Unfortunately,  there  is ;  but  I  think  the  late  Com- 
missioner will  tell  you  what  was  the  effect  of  the  passage  of  that  law 
until  he  put  his  foot  down  on  it 

Mr.  Abbott. —  That  is  one  of  the  points  to  which  I  desire  to  call 
attention,  where  we  desire  light.  Where  we  have  courts  throughout 
the  community,  where  we  have  judges  capable  of  dealing  with  the 
question,  the  infant  can  have  power  to  sell  his  property  by  leave  of 
court.  It  is  a  defect  in  the  system  that  there  is  not  a  place  where 
we  can  put  such  a  discretionary  power  for  the  Indian.  Before  the 
Indian  gets  white  man's  justice,  we  must  create  courts  that  can  give  it 

The  courts  are  beginning  to  recognize  the  individual  rights  of  tri- 
bal Indians  before  they  leave  the  tribe.  An  Indian  woman  had  cut 
some  grass,  and  was  making  hay  near  the  railroad  track.  The  loco- 
motive set  it  on  fire.  She  sued,  and  recovered  damages.  The  de- 
fendants said  that  she  had  no  right  to  the  hay  because  it  was  tribal 
hay,  cut  on  tribal  land.  The  court  said,  in  effect,  it  does  not  appear 
that  the  tribe  have  made  a  claim.  We  do  not  know  anything  about 
that ;  but  her  labor  produced  this  hay,  and  she  is  entitled  to  dam- 
ages.* 

Query  (by  one  of  the  audience). —  Did  she  get  the  damages? 

•Bddf  V.  Lafayttte  (C.  C.  App.  8th  C),  4  U.  S.  App.  147;  49  Fed.  Rep.»  807.  Oputon  by 
Thayer,  District  Judge  (189a). 
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Mr.  Abbott. —  The  court  awarded  her  damages.  But  the  claim  was 
against  the  receiver  of  the  railroad  ;  and  receivers  do  not  always  pay. 
The  same  principle  has  been  applied  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  posses- 
sion of  real  property  on  a  reservation  by  an  allotted  Indian.  An  Ind- 
ian had  permission  of  the  tribe  for  the  possession  of  his  little  plot  of 
land,  and  the  railroad  company  or  a  town  laid  out  a  road  through  it. 
He  claimed  damages.  The  defendants  said,  No,  that  land  did  not  be- 
long to  you :  it  belongs  to  the  tribe.  Vou  cannot  claim  damages  for 
taking  it.  The  court  said  :  No.  There  may  be  some  question  between 
you  and  the  tribe  as  to  whether  you  own  the  land ;  but  the  tribe  has 
allowed  you  to  take  possession,  and  this  right  of  possession  goes  to 
your  children.  Property  has  been  taken  without  compensation,  and 
we  will  award  you  compensation  for  your  as  yet  undefined  interest 
in  the  possession  of  tribal  lands.* 

Thus  justice  is  beginning  to  emerge  out  of  chaos  on  these  reserva- 
tions. 

Now  the  same  effect  is  seen  in  criminal  legislation.  A  tribe  passed 
a  resolution  that  one  of  its  members,  an  Indian  doctor,  should  be  put 
to  death  for  having  poisoned  a  number  of  the  tribe.  The  Indians 
who  executed  the  sentence  of  the  tribe  were  indicted  by  the  grand 
jury  for  murder  in  putting  the  doctor  to  death.  The  Indians'  defence 
was  that  the  act  of  Congress  which  rendered  Indians  liable  to  in- 
dictment for  murder  (which  was  promulgated  in  1885)  had  never  been 
made  known  to  the  Indians.  No  notice  was  ever  given  to  them,  and 
they  could  not  be  punished  for  not  complying  with  regulations  of 
which  they  had  no  notice.  The  court  said :  "  Congress  did  not  see 
proper  to  provide  that  the  law  should  not  take  effect  until  the  Indians 
should  be  notified  of  its  provisions,  but,  on  the  contrary,  enacted  that 
immediately  upon  and  after  the  date  of  the  passage  of  the  act  all 
Indians  committing  any  of  the  offences  described  within  the  desig- 
nated places  shall  be  subject  to  the  laws  therein  prescribed.  Clearly, 
the  court  cannot  hold  the  law  is  inapplicable  to  any  Indian  who 
comes  within  its  provisions.  While  the  offence  committed  by  the 
defendant  would,  if  committed  by  a  white  man,  have  of  course  been 
murder,  it  may  be,  in  view  of  the  Indian  nature,  their  customs,  super- 
stition, and  ignorance,  that  in  the  circumstance  attending  the  killing 
of  the  doctor  there  was  wanting  the  malice  that  is  essential  to  con- 
stitute the  crime  of  murder.  It  was  that  view  that  prompted  the  dis- 
trict attorney  to  say  that  he  could  not  contend  for  a  verdict  of  guilty 
of  murder,  and  to  consent  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  plea  of  not  guilty, 
and  to  the  entry  of  a  plea  of  guilty  of  manslaughter.  And,  since 
justice  should  be  tempered  with  mercy,  perhaps  the  court  may  be 
justified,  in  imposing  sentence,  in  being  moved  by  the  same  consider- 
ation, and  inflicting  a  punishment  which,  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances, would  be  considered  far  too  light  for  so  atrocious  a  crime."  t 

This  opinion  was  given  by  Judge  Ross,  and  the  men  were  sen- 
tenced to  five  years'  imprisonment.  The  principle  here  applied^— 
that  ignorance  of  the  law  excuses  no  one,  but  is  merely  mitigation  — » 
is  precisely  the  law  under  which  we  live. 

•  Pa^fu  V.  /Catuas  &  A.  V.  R.  Co.  (  C.  C.  W.  D.  Ark-X  46  Fed.  Rep.  546.    (1891) 
t  UmUdStmi€t  T.  WkaUy  (C.  C.  S.  D.  Cal.),  37  Fed.  Rep.  145.    («888) 
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Mr.  Smiley. —  That  is  the  Judge  Ross  who  has  been  defending 
the  Chinese  in  California. 

Mr.  Abbott. —  Five  Indians  undertook  to  rescue  one  of  their  com- 
panions who  had  been  sentenced  by  a  Court  of  Indian  Offences. 
They  were  indicted.  The  defence  was  that  there  was  no  law  author- 
izing a  Court  of  Indian  Offences.  The  federal  court  said :  "  These 
Courts  of  Indian  Offences  are  not  the  constitutional  courts  provided 
for  in  Section  i,  Article  III.,  Constitution,  which  Congress  only  has 
the  power  to  ordain  and  establish,  but  mere  educational  and  disci- 
plinary instrumentalities  by  which  the  government  of  the  United 
States  is  endeavoring  to  improve  and  elevate  the  condition  of 
these  defendant  tribes,  to  whom  it  sustains  the  relation  of  guardian. 
In  fact,  the  reservation  itself  is  in  the  nature  of  a  school ;  and  the 
Indians  are  gathered  there,  under  the  charge  of  an  agent,  for  the 
purpose  of  acquiring  the  habits,  ideas,  and  aspirations  which  distin- 
guish the  civilized  from  the  uncivilized  man."  The  opinion  closes 
with  the  words  :  "  The  rescue  was  in  flagrant  opposition  to  the  author- 
ity of  the  United  States  on  this  reservation,  and  directly  subversive 
of  this  laudable  effort  to  accustom  and  educate  these  Indians  in  the 
habit  and  knowledge  of  self-government.  It  is,  therefore,  appropri- 
ate and  needful  that  the  power  and  name  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States  should  be  invoked  to  restrain  and  punish  them."  ♦ 

The  question  how  our  law  should  treat  the  polygamous  marriages 
among  the  Indian  tribes  has  been  before  our  courts  in  several  recent 
cases,  raised  by  claims  to  the  inheritance  of  property,  when  it  has 
been  assumed  that  the  children  were  illegitimate  because  there  was 
no  lawful  marriage  in  the  case.  The  question  of  validity  of  marriage, 
which  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  our  social  order  and  welfare, 
requires  more  discrimination  than  people  generally  give  to  it.  One 
view  of  the  law  is  that  marriage,  being  the  union  of  one  man  to  one 
woman  so  long  as  they  both  live,  any  other  kind  of  union  is  not 
marriage.  Turkish  polygamy,  for  instance,  is,  on  this  view,  not 
merely  the  marriage  of  the  Turk  to  one  wife  and  illicit  relations  with 
others,  it  is  no  marriage  at  all  with  any  of  them.  That  is  the  old 
English  view.  Another  view  might  be  taken  :  that  the  first  marriage 
b  valid,  and  the  others  are  not.  The  courts  have  found  some  diffi- 
culty in  applying  that  principle  to  the  Mormons ;  for  there  several 
wives  may  be  all  married  at  once  and  in  secret.  That  was  so  in  the 
one  case  that  has  come  before  the  courts ;  and,  as  the  wife  cannot 
testify  against  her  husband,  and  the  husband  is  not  bound  to  crim- 
inate himself,  they  could  not  get  any  testimony  as  to  what  the  mar- 
riage ceremony  was.  The  courts  have  held  that,  although  Indian 
marriages  are  not  marriages  by  our  law,  the  children  are  not  therefore 
illegitimate ;  and  they  have  begun  to  recognize,  as  seems  to  me  just, 
although  not  wholly  in  accordance  with  our  preconceived  ideas,  the 
rights  of  the  children  of  Indian  marriages  to  inherit  from  father  and 
mother,  t 

•  UniUdStaUs  v.  Cla^x  (D.  C.  D.  Ot.\  35  Fed.  Rep.  575.    Opinion  by  Deady,  J.    (1888.) 

^  Kobo^m  V.  Jackson  Iron  Co.t  76  Mich.  498;  43  N.  W.  602.  Opinion  by  Campbell,  J. 
(1889.) 

Earl  r.  Wilton  (Minn.),  7  L.  R.  A.  125;  44  M.  W.  254;  as  Emrlw.  GooUy^  in  42  Minn.  j6i. 
Opinion  by  Vanderburgh,  J.    (1890.) 
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These  instances  sufficiently  illustrate  the  way  in  which  what  I  may 
call  the  embryos  of  civil  rights,  both  of  persons  and  of  property,  are 
already  coming  into  life  among  the  tribal  Indians  under  the  disposi- 
tion of  our  courts  to  administer  justice,  even  though  there  is  as  yet 
no  statutory  system. 

Passing  rapidly  over  mere  details,  I  have  only  to  say  that  the  courts 
are  conservative  in  regard  to  finding  an  abandonment  of  tribal  rela- 
tions. The  individual  Indian  may  become  a  citizen ;  but  the  tribe  is 
left  without  him  as  truly  a  tribe  as  ever,  and  having  its  tribal  rights. 
They  are  slow  to  recognize  the  final  extinction  of  the  tribe.  This 
process  of  the  extinction  of  the  tribe  and  the  emergence  of  the  indi- 
vidual is  precisely  the  process  that  we  trace  (and  you  have  all  had 
some  of  the  fascination  of  the  story)  between  mediaeval  feudal  organ- 
ization and  individual  liberty  and  right.  That  process  took  centuries. 
This  one  is  being  done  in  a  generation,  but  it  is  in  principle  the 
same.  The  tribal  relation  is  like  a  foundered  ship  that  must  go 
down ;  and  the  necessary  result  is  that  those  on  board  are  to  be 
saved  as  individuals. 

May  I  turn  aside  here  from  the  legal  topics  before  us  to  give  the 
impression  left  on  my  mind  by  the  discussions  that  we  have  just 
heard  ?  Carlisle,  Hampton,  Haskell  Institute,  Santee,  and  a  score  of 
others,  are  so  many  life-boats  ready  to  rescue  the  individuals  on 
board  who  must  now  swim  for  themselves.  I  think  Senator  Dawes 
has  struck  the  key-note  of  the  Indian  problem,  in  this  present  stage, 
when  he  tells  you  that  this  is  a  crisis,  an  emergency.  It  is  an  emer- 
gency that  is  coming  to  an  end  in  a  generation  or  two,  in  which  you 
ought  to  welcome  all  kinds  of  help.  Captain  Pratt  is  hauling  in  the 
boys  over  his  life-line,  but  he  says  he  cannot  get  boys  enough.  The 
reservation  school  is  a  life-boat ;  and,  on  rescuing  some  fine  fellows,  it 
enlists  them  in  the  rescue  work,  saying.  Come  back  to  the  scene  of 
the  wreck,  and  help  us.  We  do  not  need  to  say,  No,  those  fellows 
have  got  to  come  in  over  the  life-line.  Bring  them  in,  anyhow.  This 
is  the  emergency.  If  the  mission  school  says,  What  we  want  is  the 
preacher  and  the  teacher  of  Indian  blood  to  go  back  to  them  there, 
send  them  if  they  are  fit,  and  will  go. 

If  I  may  compare  small  things  with  great,  the  activities  of  this  life 
with  the  great  over-work  of  the  eternal  Father,  may  I  not  reverently 
say  what  has  come  to  my  mind  as  I  have  sat  here  and  looked  at  my 
friend  Mr.  Smiley :  that  he  seems  to  me  to  be  a  symbol  of  the  super- 
intending Providence?  He  gathers  us  all  here,  with  our  different 
views  and  irreconcilable  opinions.  Captain  Pratt  thinks  his  way  is 
the  only  way  to  save  these  men. 

Capt.  Pratt. —  No :  I  have  not  said  that. 

Mr.  Abbott. —  I  owe  you  an  apology.  He  says  that  which  pro- 
duced that  impression  in  my  mind !  But  I  was  going  on  to  say,  God 
bless  Captain  Pratt.  And  Mr.  Smiley  says,  "  All  right :  go  on  with 
Carlisle,  do  all  you  can,  we'll  help  you;  and  come  back  next  year, 
and  tell  us  how  you  get  on."  And  Hampton  says,  "  Send  preachers 
to  them."  And  Mr.  Smiley  says,  "  All  right :  go  on  with  your  preach- 
ers, and  we  will  help  you ;  and  come  back  next  year,  and  tell  us  how 
you  get  on."  And  Mr.  Welsh  says,  "  Now,  all  this  is  very  well ;  but 
you  will  never  save  the  Indian  without  civil  service  reform."    And  Mr. 
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Smiley  smiles  back,  and  says,  "  Go  on  with  civil  service  reform,  we  '11 
help  you ;  and  come  back  next  year,  and  tell  us  how  you  get  on." 
And  your  Law  Committee  comes  up,  and  says,  "  You  will  not  accom- 
plbh  anything  unless  you  introduce  courts  of  justice  and  law."  And 
Mr.  Smiley  says,  "Go  on  with  your  courts  of  justice  and  law;  and 
come  back  next  year,  and  tell  us  how  you  get  on."  Mr.  Smiley,  I 
wish  you  success  with  us  all. 

Mr.  Smiley. —  I  hope  you  will  long  live  to  help  us  on  the  law  busi- 
ness. 

Mr.  Abbott. —  I  am  going  to  give  my  last  two  minutes  to  an  aspect 
of  the  question  that  I  have  felt  some  hesitation  about  bringing  up ; 
but  it  is  before  you  in  the  future.  What  is  going  to  become  of  the 
treaties  when  the  tribal  relation  is  extinguished  ?  I  inquire  because 
the  courts  have  already  approached  the  principle  involved.  In  Maine 
an  Indian  was  arrested  for  violating  the  game  laws.  He  was  a  tribal 
Indian,  and  claimed  that  under  treaty  he  was  entitled,  as  were  his  an- 
cestors and  his  progeny,  to  hunt  and  fish  on  those  grounds.  The  court 
said  that,  although  the  Passamaquoddy  Indians  are  still  spoken  of  as 
the  Passamaquoddy  tribe,  and  perhaps  consider  themselves  a  tribe, 
they  have  been  for  many  years  without  a  tribal  organization  in  any 
political  sense.  "They  cannot  make  war  or  peace,  cannot  make 
treaties,  cannot  make  laws,  cannot  punish  crime,  cannot  even  admin- 
ister civil  justice  among  themselves.  Their  political  and  civil  rights 
can  be  enforced  only  in  the  courts  of  the  State :  what  tribal  organiza- 
tions they  may  have  is  for  tenure  of  property  and  the  holding  of  privi- 
leges under  the  laws  of  the  State.  They  are  as  completely  subject  to 
the  State  as  any  other  inhabitants  can  be.  They  cannot  now  invoke 
treaties  made  centuries  ago  with  Indians  whose  political  organization 
was  in  full  and  acknowledged  vigor."  ♦ 

This  was  not  a  treaty  with  the  United  States  :  it  was  a  colonial 
treaty.  The  time  will  come  when  the  question  will  be,  What  is  to 
become  of  these  treaty  obligations  and  the  trust  funds,  when  the  tri- 
bal relation  is  sunk  to  the  bottom  of  the  sea  ?  Should  not  the  Indian 
trust  funds,  or  some  of  them,  be  applied  at  once  to  the  educational 
work  in  ways  tending  to  inculcate  self-help  and  independence,  and 
thus  terminate  the  treaties  calling  for  annuities,  and  fulfil  our  obli- 
gations at  one  stroke  ?  I  give  these  hints  to  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee.    They  may  consider  them  timely  for  their  platform  to-night. 

President  Gates. —  I  am  sure  we  feel  indebted  to  our  most  able 
attorney  for  the  way  in  which  he  has  presented  his  case,  — in  such  a 
way  that  his  points  are  luminous  to  every  mind.  We  should  like  to 
hear  from  experts  on  this  matter,  did  time  allow  us. 

Gen.  Morgan. —  On  page  71  of  the  Report  of  the  Commissioner 
for  Indian  Affairs,  1892,  is  the  following :  — 

The  third  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  Feb.  28,  1891  (26  Stats.,  794), 
authorizes  the  leasing  of  both  allotted  and  unallotted,  or  tribal,  Indian  lands.  Said 
section  is  as  follows :  — 

That  whenever  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  that, 
by  reason  of  age  or  other  disability,  any  allottee  under  the  provisions  of  said  act,  or 

*  SteUt  V.  Nnoell^  84  Me.  465 ;  14  Ad.  943.    Opinion  by  Emery,  J.    (1892.) 
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any  other  act  or  treaty,  cannot  personally  and  with  benefit  to  himself  occupy  or  im- 
prove his  allotment  or  any  part  thereof,  the  same  may  be  leased  upon  such  terms, 
regulations,  and  conditions  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  such  Secretary,  for  a  term  not 
exceeding  three  years  for  farming  or  grazing,  or  ten  years  for  mining  purposes. 

President  Gates. —  Yesterday  we  had  a  tribute  from  Dr.  Strieby  to 
the  memory  of  the  glorious  young  hero,  Thornton,  who  has  been  mur- 
dered in  Alaska.  By  one  of  those  singular  coincidences  that  some- 
times impress  us  so  deeply,  this  morning  brings  to  Miss  Dawes  a 
letter  written  just  before  Mr.  Thornton  was  murdered.  It  contains 
several  almost  prophetic  sentences.  I  have  asked  her  to  read  a  part 
of  that  letter  to  us. 

Miss  Dawes. —  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  still  farther  interest 
you  in  one  of  the  noblest  and  most  manly  young  heroes  I  have  ever 
had  the  good  fortune  to  meet.  Mr.  Thornton,  you  may  remember, 
was  a  college  professor.  His  original  idea  was  to  devote  himself  to 
the  life  of  a  scholar.  His  diversion  was  German  literature.  But  he 
came  to  believe  that  the  best  use  to  which  he  could  put  his  scholar- 
ship was  to  go  and  teach  those  Esquimaux.  I  remember  that  he 
once  told  me,  when  talking  about  the  horrible  hardships  of  such  a 
life,  that  there  was  no  hardship  in  going.  "  I  will  tell  you  what  does 
disturb  me,'*  he  said  :  "  it  is  when  people  say  that  a  man  who  is  a 
missionary  must  be  either  —  a  fool  or  a  crank  ! " 

I  think  you  will  see  from  t"hese  extracts  that  Mr.  Thornton  was 
neither  a  fool  nor  a  crank. 

During  the  last  two  years  Mr.  Lopp*s  life  was  threatened  twice,  we  were  shot  at 
and  threatened  with  stabbing  by  drunken  men,  and  the  school-house  has  been 
broken  into  eight  times,  and  various  articles  stolen. 

Mr.  Thornton  then  explains  certain  reasons  why  the  natives  had 
become  aware  that,  in  the  absence  of  all  laws,  they  could  not  be 
punished  for  these  crimes,  and  says :  — 

As  a  logical  consequence,  the  natives  see  that  we  are  at  their  mercy.  The 
school-house  has  been  broken  into  three  times  since  July  lo,  and  our  lives  are  at 
the  mercy  of  any  drunken  or  malicious  native  who  sees  fit  to  shoot  us.  It  is  not 
improbable  that  we  shall  be  murdered  during  the  winter. 

We  shall  not  desert  our  post,  however,  unless  something  very  serious  occurs 
before  the  "  Bear  "  goes  down.  We  take  chances  from  the  same  motives  that  have 
induced  other  missionaries  not  to  flee  before  an  apparently  approaching  storm, — 
the  knowledge  that  danger  is  a  necessary  incident  of  the  work,  that  G(^  will  pro- 
tect us  unless  he  intends  us  to  sign  our  testimony  with  our  blood,  the  hope  that 
conciliatory  action  may  avert  mortal  hostility,  unwillingness  to  cripple  the  work, 
and  to  put  the  American  Missionary  Association  to  possibly  unnecessary  expense, 
unwillingness  to  turn  back  when  we  have  begun  so  well,  etc. 

Most  of  the  people  are  well  disposed  to  us :  a  few  only  are  hostile.  The  Gilly 
affair  of  1877,  in  which  thirteen  natives  —  some  brothers  and  fathers  of  those  now 
living  here  — were  killed  by  white  men ;  the  facts  that  our  supplies  seem  inexhaust- 
ible to  these  poverty-stricken  people,  and  consequently  excite  their  envy  and 
cupidity ;  that  we  cannot  comply  with  their  unreasonable  demands  to  be  constantly 
giving  them  food,  and  to  enter  our  house  at  unreasonable  hours,  whether  or  not 
we  are  sick  or  in  bed,  or  at  meals  or  busy;  the  difference  in  race  and  consequent 
inevitable  prejudice ;  and  deficient  mutual  understanding,  all  concur  to  excite  hos- 
tility on  the  part  of  a  few  drunken  or  malicious  men. 

Amon^  themselves  these  people  seem  to  be  absolutely  without  law.  The  so- 
called  chiefs  are  merely  the  richest  men,  and  have  not  the  slightest  authority  to 
punish  even  the  greatest  crime.  If  a  man  kills  another,  he  skips  to  some  other  set- 
tlement or  a  near  relative  of  the  dead  man  kills  him.    As  we  have  no  relatives 
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here  (and  the  natives  have  ceased  to  fear  punishment),  the  position  is  more  dan- 

Serous  than  ever  before.*    Law  is  necessary,  not  only  to  keep  us  from  being  mur- 
ered,  but  for  the  best  interests  of  our  people,  who  can  never  be  civilized  by  mere 
learning  without  law. 

Hoping  that  you  will  immediately  use  all  the  influence  at  your  command  to 
secure  adequate  protection  for  us,  I  am  very  faithfully 

Yours,  H.  R.  Thornton. 

This  letter  was  dated  from  Cape  Prince  of  Wales,  Aug.  lo,  1893. 

Greater  love  hath  no  man  than  this,  that  he  lay  down  his  life  for 
his  friends. 

Dr.  Sheldon  Jackson. —  I  was  present  at  all  of  the  interviews 
last  summer  between  Mr.  Thornton  and  Captain  Healey.  The  latter 
said  to  Mr.  Thornton,  '*  If  you  will  make  an  affidavit  that  you  have 
been  shot  at,  I  will  arrest  the  offenders  and  take  them  to  Sitka ;  but 
remember  that  you  and  your  witnesses  will  have  to  go  with  us. 
There  is  no  use  in  taking  a  question  to  court  unless  there  are  wit- 
nesses. It  will  take  from  one  to  two  years'  absence  from  home.  I 
want  you  to  consider  that ! "  And  Mr.  Thornton  did  consider  it,  and 
concluded  not  to  make  an  affidavit,  and  go  to  the  trouble  of  going  to 
court.  But  he  requested  Captain  Healy  to  arrest  the  parties,  father 
and  son,  who  had  shot  at  him.  Captain  Healey  asked  where  he  should 
take  them.  He  could  not  leave  them  on  the  coast  to  starve.  If  be 
did  so,  he  would  be  tried  for  kidnapping.  He  could  not  take  them 
to  San  Francisco,  for  there  was  no  one  to  meet  the  expenses.  He  felt 
the  danger  of  the  situation,  and  offered  to  take  the  Thorntons  out  of 
the  country.  He  urged  Mr.  Thornton  to  leave.  He  was  ready,  as  an 
officer  of  the  United  States,  to  do  anything  in  his  power  to  protect 
them. 

President  Gates. —  It  was  the  lack  of  law  which  made  it  impos- 
sible for  him  to  protect  them  at  that  time.  He  has  since  done  all 
that  it  was  possible  for  him  to  do. 

Mr.  Smiley. —  I  have  in  my  hand  a  letter  from  Mr.  Thornton  of 
one  day's  later  date  than  that  which  Miss  Dawes  has  read.  It  is  in 
the  same  tone. 

President  Gates  then  introduced  Dr.  Edward  Everett  Hale,  the 
author  of  the  well-known  motto,  '*  Look  out,  and  not  in ;  look  forward, 
and  not  back ;  look  up,  and  not  down  ;  and  lend  a  hand !  " 

"  There  is  no  modem  book,"  said  President  Gates,  "  that  stirs  my 
loyalty  to  my  divine  Master  more  than  does  that  wonderful  little 
Christian  romance,  *  In  His  Name.'  As  I  read  it,  I  do  not  see  how 
its  author  and  I  can  differ  at  all  in  our  thought  of  Him  who  is  my 
King  and  divine  Redeemer.  The  life  of  Him  who  is  the  Life  and 
Light  of  the  world  is  certainly  in  that  book. 

''In  a  New  England  town  where  his  ancestors  dwelt  for  several 
generations,  at  the  approaching  centennial  celebration,  next  week, 
they  have  selected  the  man  who  is  next  to  address  us  as  the  orator  of 
the  day.  Among  his  ancestors  in  that  town  there  was  one  whose 
splendid  physique,  immense  strength,  and  dominating  personality 
gave  him  all  his  life  long  the  name  of  *  King  Hale.'  I  have  great 
pleasure  in  introducing  again  to  this  Mohonk  Conference  one  who 
has  stirred  us  by  his  eloquence  at  earlier  sessions,  *  King  Hale.'  " 

•Thii  probably  refers  in  part  to  the  "  Gilly  afiFair." 
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ADDRESS   OF    REV.   E.    E.    HALE,    D.D. 

I  have  no  right  to  address  this  distinguished  assembly  unless  [  can 
compare  the  work  which  the  friends  of  the  Indian  are  trying  to  do 
with  the  work  which  is  attempted  on  other  lines  of  philanthropic 
effort,  where  there  is  anybody  to  be  picked  up  who  has  fallen  down. 
What  I  shall  do  will  be  to  try  to  show  that  ihe  problem  presents  only 
the  ordinary  difficulties;  that  it  is  not  one  which  compels  you  to 
break  your  head  against  a  wall ;  and  that  it  is  to  be  wrought  out  on 
lines  which  have  been  followed  in  other  pieces  of  business,  where  we 
have  had  a  much  wider  opportunity  for  observation  and  study.  I 
happen  to  be  in  a  position  where  I  see  what  the  people  do  who  are 
doing  something  for  the  insane.  My  whole  life  has  been  directed, 
I  might  say,  to  the  management  of  immigrants,  the  broken  races  of 
Europe  who  are  thrown  on  our  shores.  That  is  what  a  minister  who 
lives  in  a  sea-coast  city  has  to  do  with  more  than  almost  any  other 
thing.  Take  it  again  jwdth  regard  to  the  blind  and  the  deaf  and 
dumb. 

Now  in  every  one  of  these  various  departments  the  object  is  the 
same,  to  stimulate  the  absorbents.  Do  not  let  such  people  huddle 
together. 

The  Jews  make  no  trouble  about  that,  as  I  should  like  to  show 
you.  The  immigration  of  the  much  abused  Hebrews  of  the  last  two 
years  has  been  handled  with  a  success  utterly  unexpected,  and,  as 
I  believe,  still  utterly  unknown  to  the  great  body  of  the  Ameri- 
can people.  Two  years  ago  the  whole  press  was  howling  about 
the  wickedness  of  the  Czar  of  Russia  in  sending  those  Jews  away. 
What  was  to  be  done  with  them  ?  I  do  not  know  how  it  is  in 
New  York;  but  in  Massachusetts,  of  all  the  Hebrew  immigrants 
who  have  arrived  from  Russia,  there  is  yet  to  be  found  the  first  one 
in  the  houses  of  correction  or  in  the  poorhouses.  What  became  of 
them  ?  They  are  a  very  clannish  people,  as  you  know.  Committees 
were  organized  to  meet  these  people,  to  see  that  they  knew  how  to  do 
something  with  their  hands,  and  that  they  had  something  to  do. 
They  said  to  every  man,  woman,  and  child,  "You  must  work." 
Then  these  men,  women,  and  children  were  sent  up  to  Lewiston  and 
Auburn  and  Cranberry  Centre,  and  Heaven  knows  where,  in  the 
different  parts  of  New  England.  And  that  is  the  reason  why  they 
are  not  in  your  houses  of  correction  and  in  your  poorhouses.  All 
the  sentiment  about  keeping  these  Jews  together  was  swept  away  in 
an  instant.  They  were  told  that  they  had  come  to  live  under  Ameri- 
can law.  They  had  their  prejudices,  and  they  did  not  want  to  work 
on  Saturday.  They  were  told  that  they  must  "  conquer  their  preju- 
dices." **  If  these  people  for  whom  you  are  going  to  work  want  you 
to  work  on  Saturday,  you  have  got  to  work  on  Saturday."  That  is 
the  way  they  bandied  a  great  group  of  people  thrown  on  our  shores 
together. 

Any  one  who  knows  about  the  insane  knows  that  it  is  the  view  of 
the  most  intelligent  people  who  have  them  in  charge.  They  sep- 
arate them  into  different  families,  as  in  that  charming  place  in  Bel- 
gium.    They  do  not  let  them  live  together  to  cultivate  insanity,  to 
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discuss  whether  number  fourteen  in  ward  twelve  is  crazier  than  num> 
ber  seventeen  in  ward  thirteen,  or  which  is  which  or  what  is  what 
They  adopt  the  cottige  system,  and  separate  them  as  far  as  may  be. 

And  the  blind?  What  was  the  treatment  of  the  blind  by  Dr. 
Samuel  G.  Howe  and  Mr.  Anagnos,  and  that  remarkable  man,  Dr. 
T.  J.  Campbell,  at  Sydenham?  I  wish  he  were  here,  because  he 
could  throw  a  great  deal  of  light  on  a  subject  which  perhaps  he  does 
not  know  anything  about ;  for  he  would  give  you  the  principles  on 
which  his  work  is  done.  His  whole  policy  is  to  break  up  blind  cohk 
munities.  He  will  not  have  them.  He  does  not  believe  in  separate 
schools  for  the  blind.  In  London  blind  children  are  sent  into  the 
public  schools  along  with  the  seeing  children.  A  lady  who  knows 
them  goes  into  the  schools  every  day,  and  has  her  blind  classes,  and 
coaches  them  in  the  work  of  the  day, —  the  same  work  that  the  seeing 
scholars  do, —  so  that  these  blind  children  may  be  taught  with  other 
children,  so  that  they  may  contend  with  the  other  children  for  the 
prizes,  so  that  the  things  they  know  better,  like  arithmetic,  may  be 
their  glory  and  pride,  and  may  offset  the  tilings  they  cannot  do  so 
well,  like  sorting  out  the  colors  of  different  wools  and  yarns. 

That  is  the  rule  in  every  line ;  and  why  not  of  the  Indians  ? 

I  once  had  the  honor  of  saying  here  that,  when  an  American  ship- 
lands  at  New  York,  we  do  not  say  to  all  the  Sullivans,  You  have  got 
to  go  to  Wisconsin,  and  to  the  Sheas,  You  have  got  to  go  to  South- 
ern Florida,  and  to  the  McKinleys,  You  are  all  going  to  Ohio :  there 
is  a  man  by  the  name  of  McKinley  there  now.  No,  we  break  up  the 
old  sept.  We  break  it  all  to  pieces.  The  policy  is  to  break  it  up.^ 
Then  we  say,  "  Root,  hog,  or  die."     And  the  result  has  turned  out 

Eretty  well  for  the  Irish  nation.     The  Irish  never  succeeded  at  home; 
ut  they  have  succeeded  here,  and  we  have  helped  them  by  breaking 
up  their  septs  and  communities  when  they  have  come  here. 

I  should  like,  when  this  paper  is  printed  in  the  Proceedings,  to  be 
permitted  to  add  some  statistics  on  these  four  or  five  lines  of  work,, 
which,  I  think,  may  be  of  value  in  the  study  of  our  special  subject-  I 
am  tempted  to  go  a  little  into  detail,  because,  I  fancy,  even  Massachu- 
setts people  may  not  understand  this. 

We  once  undertook  to  settle  the  status  of  four  millions  of  people, 
some  of  us.  Some  of  us  thought  we  had  settled  it,  but  it  seems  we 
did  not.  Some  of  us  thought  that  we  fought  a  war,  though  I  notice 
that  most  people  do  not  seem  to  remember  that  there  was  any  un- 
pleasantness of  that  kind.  We  went  South,  and  laid  the  foundations 
of  schools  for  those  four  millions  of  people.  The  American  Mission- 
ary Associations,  and  many  other  organizations,  established  and 
maintained  schools  and  teachers.  But  it  is  my  private  belief  that  the 
common  schools  of  New  England  are  now  educating  more  black 
children  from  the  South  than  are  educated  by  all  the  missionary  asso- 
ciations in  the  Southern  States.  It  is  a  fact  that  there  are  whole 
families  of  colored  people  in  Rhode  Island,  in  Massachusetts,  in 
New  Hampshire,  in  Maine,  and  in  Vermont,  who  are  there  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  up  their  children  in  the  public  schools  of  those 
States.  And  any  one  who  shall,  in  tihe  month  of  April  or  May,  go- 
into  a  Southern  train,  may  be  almost  sure  to  find  a  respectable  family 
of  Negroes  who  have  lived  here,  educating  their  children,  and  who- 
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are  now  going  down  to  the  old  home,  where  the  children  can  have  the 
benefits  of  the  education  they  have  received.  The  people  of  the  New 
England  States  do  not  know  this.  They  do  not  know  that  their  com- 
mon school  system  is  educating  also  the  colored  children  of  the  South. 
That  is  what  Captain  Pratt  feels  to-day  can  be  done.  That  is  what  the 
Northern  schools  have  been  doing  for  fifteen  years,  and  no  one  has 
known  anything  about  it  unless  he  has  happened  to  be  connected  with 
the  ministers  of  the  Zion  African  Church  and  the  African  Methodist 
Church.  They  are  the  people  who  are  doing  it.  They  keep  up  the 
relation  between  the  North  and  the  South.  That  is  what  Captain 
Pratt  wants  to  do  here  with  the  Indians. 

Consumptives  have  been  spoken  of.  We  used  to  have  consump- 
tives' homes.  We  used  to  shut  them  all  up  together,  so  that  they 
might  communicate  the  infection  to  each  other.  If  there  were  two 
sisters  in  a  family,  one  bom  with  the  blood  of  a  parent  who  didn't 
know  what  a  tubercle  was,  the  other  having  inherited  the  tendency  to 
tuberculosis  through  five  hundred  thousand  years,  they  used  to  put 
them  into  the  same  bed,  that  they  might  sleep  together,  for  fear  that 
the  healthy  one  should  not  have  the  disease  or  that  the  other  one 
should  not  do  her  duty.  Now  we  have  done  with  these  methods,  and 
are  trying  to  put  an  end  to  the  contagion  of  phthisis  as  much  as  we 
can.  We  want  to  take  these  people  separately,  and  scatter  them  over 
the  South  and  South-west. 

Now  I  want  to  speak  of  my  other  subject,  how  big  the  problem  is 
and  how  small.  I  never  shall  forget  that  in  the  spring  of  1865,  after 
we  had  got  well  through  with  what  was  then  called  the  war,  I  was 
talking  to  Charles  Sumner,  and  I  said,  "  Look  here,  Sumner,  you 
have  got  these  colored  people  free,  and  there  seems  to  be  a  chance 
that  you  will  get  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  through.  Why 
don't  you  take  care  of  the  Indians  ? "  He  paused  for  a  full  minute 
before  he  replied,  and  it  was  perhaps  the  only  time  that  I  ever  saw 
him  look  thoroughly  dejected :  "  Hale,  I  don't  think  you  know  what 
you  ask."  I  said,  "  I  guess  I  know  what  I  ask."  "  I  don't  think  you 
do,"  he  answered.  "  Hale,  the  whole  Indian  system  in  this  country  is 
so  rotten  that  anybody  who  takes  hold  of  it  has  got  to  tear  it  all  up 
from  the  roots,  and  turn  it  all  bottom  up.  There  isn't  a  thing  in  it 
which  is  right,  and  everything  has  got  to  be  torn  up  and  planted  over 
again  before  it  will  live.  And  some  of  us  who  have  been  fighting  with 
these  other  beasts  at  Ephesus  so  long  do  not  dare  undertake  that 
thing  yet."     I  think  that  was  true,  every  word  of  it. 

That  is  now  twenty-eight  years  ago,  or  something  like  that;  and 
now  it  has  been  torn  up  by  the  roots,  and  things  have  been  turned 
over  and  over  again.  As  this  admirable  paper  of  Mr.  Abbott's  has 
showed  us,  there  is  some  sort  of  law  coming  in  among  these  Indians. 
When  allusion  was  made  just  now  to  the  decision  by  Judge  Deady, 
which  makes  an  Indian  a  person  for  the  first  time,  I  could  not  but 
recollect  something  which  happened  when  that  decision  was  pending. 
We  were  trying  to  raise  money  for  the  expenses  of  the  trial  before 
him ;  and  I  wrote  a  note  to  one  of  the  best  men  I  know  in  Massachu- 
setts, asking  for  his  help.  My  friend  wrote  to  me  in  reply  that  he 
could  not  believe  that  an  Indian  could  not  apply  for  redress  to  the 
United  States  courts.     He  was  sure  I  must  be  wrong  in  this  regard. 
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We  have  often  laughed  about  it  since.  We  have  now  got  so  far  that 
somebody  has  somewhere  recognized  the  Indian  as  a  person.  I  do 
not  know  whether  all  the  members  of  this  body  have  heard  the  joke 
about  the  tobacco  tax.  The  government  had  begun  to  raise  a  revenue 
on  the  manufacture  of  tobacco.  The  Cherokees  manufactured  it  with- 
out paying  any  tax.  When  asked  about  it,  they  said :  **  We  are  not 
persons  at  all.  We  are  simply  a  lot  of  cows  and  oxen  that  make  the 
tobacco :  we  are  not  persons."  It  was  the  first  time  Uncle  Sam  had 
found  that  that  opinion  could  be  made  to  work  both  ways.  I  think 
Judge  Deady's  decision  has  never  been  substantiated  in  the  higher 
courts,  but  that  is  what  your  Indian  Rights  Association  is  for.  They 
will  provide,  and  you  must  see  that  they  have  means  to  provide,  for  a 
proper  defence  in  the  securing  of  these  claims,  especially  in  those 
cases  where  the  Indians,  without  being  so  much  as  notified,  have  got 
to  defend  these  trust  funds. 

I  think  that  the  advance  which  has  been  made  in  the  last  twenty- 
eight  years  is  miraculous.  What  is  a  miracle  ?  It  is  a  triumph  of 
spirit  over  matter ;  and  where  had  you  ever  anything  so  gross,  so 
damnable,  which  needed  so  to  be  enlightened  by  the  Holy  Spirit  of 
God,  as  was  the  Indian  ring  in  Washington,  and  as  is  the  Indian  ring 
in  Washington  now  ?  The  advance  may  fairly  be  called  a  miracle, 
because  it  is  the  power  of  spirit  over  the  lowest  thoughts  and  habits 
of  the  people. 

My  study  of  the  Indian  question  has  only  been  side  by  side  with 
the  study  of  other  lines  of  philanthropy ;  and,  for  the  working  out  of 
the  principles  of  some  of  these  questions,  it  is  true  that  you  need  a 
vigorous  intellectual  study.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  it  branches  into 
such  romance  as  any  great  novelist  would  make  tales  of,  such  as 
Helen  Hunt  did  in  the  marvellous  Southern  California  novel,  "  Ra- 
mona."  There  is  something  in  it  that  brings  the  tragedies  and  the 
comedies  of  life  into  our  modern  civilization  itself.  When  Mr.  Bel- 
lamy wrote  his  charming  romance,  a  philosophical  friend  of  mine 
rolled  up  his  eyes,  and  said,  "  Oh,  dear,  dear,  dear,  how  awful  it  will 
be  when  there  is  no  tragedy  in  life!"  "Well,"  I  said,  "I  am  very 
glad  to  go  and  see  Booth  in  ^  Hamlet ; '  but  I  thank  God  that  I  am  not 
CEdipus,  with  his  eyes  bored  out,  for  the  purpose  of  starting  a  trag- 
edy." I  am  constantly  reminded,  when  I  hear  appeals  made  by  the 
people  who  want  to  preserve  the  traditions  of  the  Indian  tribes,  of  the 
remark  of  an  Italian  statesman, —  that,  so  far  as  he  could  understand, 
Italy  was  to  remain  a  land  of  beggary  and  rags,  to  provide  artists  and 
poets  with  romantic  subjects. 

Let  us  thank  God  that  we  gain  ground  with  every  new  year.  I 
hope  that  the  people  who  sat  here  last  night  took  into  consideration 
the  figures  which  were  presented  to  us.  There  are  about  24,000 
children  General  Morgan  wants  to  get  into  schools, — 12,000  boys  and 
12,000  girls.  Of  these,  21,000  are  in  schools  already.  Recollect  that. 
Now,  the  Indian  Commissioner  exists  in  Washington,  the  Indian  Bu- 
reau exists  in  Washington,  sixty-four  agents  of  the  right  politics,  all 
these  exist  for  the  management  of  24,000  school  children,  about  half 
as  large  as  the  problem  that  is  determined  in  the  city  of  Lynn  by 
twelve  men,  as  is  determined  in  Springfield  by  twelve  men,  and 
about  one-twentieth  ot  the  problem  which  is  referred  to  Miss  Grace 
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Dodge  and  twenty-four  other  people  in  New  York.  Yet  people  roll 
up  their  eyes,  and  cry,  What  a  tremendous  problem  is  before  us ! 
There  are  those  here  who  will  live  to  see  the  time  when  there  will  be 
no  Indian  problem  at  all,  and  no  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  no 
Indian  Rights  Association,  and,  alas  I  perhaps  I  may  say,  no  Mohonk 
Indian  Conference. 

Some  very  nice  friends  of  mine  in  Boston,  people  who  always  write 
on  gilt- edged  paper,  and  get  their  kid  gloves  with  I  don't  know  how 
many  buttons,  when  they  are  in  Paris,  were  discussing  the  servant 
question  as  one  of  the  most  important  questions.  Kate  Gannett 
Wells,  who  in  five-and-twenty  years  had  had  no  difficulty  with  the 
servant  question,  was  there ;  and,  when  they  had  got  pretty  nearly 
round  to  the  end  of  the  beginning  of  the  discussion,  she  quietly  asked, 
"  Did  any  of  you  ever  try  the  Golden  Rule  ?" 

Really,  the  United  States  government  and  the  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Affairs,  and  the  Indian  committees  in  Congress  and  the  Ind- 
ian agents  and  the  Mohonk  Conference,  will  get  great  comfort  if 
they  will  try  the  Golden  Rule. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Davis  then  read  the  following  report  of  the  Mission 
Indians:  — 


MISSION    INDIANS. 

The  Committee  on  Legal  Defence  of  the  Mission  Indians  reported 
at  the  Conference  of  last  year  the  culmination  of  the  combined  efforts 
of  the  friends  of  the  cause  for  several  years  (aside  from  strictly  legal 
work)  in  the  government  appointment  of  a  commission,  composed 
of  Mr.  Smiley,  Mr.  Painter,  and  Judge  Moore  of  Michigan,  under 
whose  comprehensive  powers  and  careful  effort  a  number  of  serious 
and  obstinate  questions  affecting  Mission  Indian  interests  were 
effectually  settled,  but  also  that  the  claimants  of  land  on  which  the 
Indian  village  of  Agua  Caliente,  with  its  valuable  Hot  Springs,  and 
two  smaller  Indian  villages  are  situated,  had  refused  any  settlement 
except  complete  dispossession  of  the  Indians,  and  suits  had  already 
been  begun  for  their  ejectment. 

It  has  also  been  known  to  you  by  the  reports  of  the  last  three 
years  that  the  balance  of  your  funds  in  the  committee's  hands  had 
been  carefully  reserved  and  held  on  interest,  ready  for  this  antici- 
pated contingency  of  a  new  attack  on  the  Indians'  homes ;  and  at  the 
last  meeting  authority  was  asked  for  the  raising  of  such  additional 
funds  as  might  be  needed. 

The  fresh  enthusiasm  of  response  to  the  first  call  for  funds  for  the 
defence  of  these  Indians,  which  followed  the  dying  appeal  of  Mrs. 
Helen  Hunt  Jackson,  could  not  now  be  expected ;  but  the  persist- 
ence of  a  true  sympathy  could  be  relied  upon,  and  after  a  time  the 
needed  amount  for  the  present  trial  was  generously  furnished,  and 
Mr.  Shirley  C.  Ward  engaged  as  attorney  for  the  defence.  Upwards 
of  $1,900  were  received  from  forty-nine  donors,  including  one  sub- 
scription of  $200  reaching  us  from  Egypt,  — from  old  friends  of  the 
cause  journeying  there. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


132 

The  leadiDg  counsel  for  the  plaintiffs  having  been  twice  called  to 
Washington  on  senatorial  duty,  the  prosecution  of  the  case  has  been 
much  delayed ;  and  the  verdict  is  not  reached  in  season  for  report  to 
this  Conference,  as  expected. 

As  is  well  known  to  you,  in  addition  to  caring  for  the  legal  de- 
fence with  which  your  committee  was  especially  charged,  they  have 
from  the  beginning,  seven  years  ago,  carefully  labored  for  all  meas- 
ures that  could  bring  permanent  relief  from  the  heretofore  incessant 
struggles  over  land  titles,  succeeding  at  last,  during  the  past  year, 
in  securing  the  application  of  the  Severalty  Bill  to  these  numerous 
little  reservations,  under  which  allottments  in  severalty  have  been 
nearly  completed  in  five  of  the  reservations  ;  and  the  stimulus  to  the 
I^ndians  from  assured  individual  titles  to  their  little  homes  is  even 
silready  apparent  on  the  one  reservation  where  apportionments  were 
made  before  planting  time  last  spring.  Permanent  improvements  at 
once  begun  give  promise  of  the  beneficial  results  to  be  expected. 

In  general,  there  has  been  more  grain,  hay,  com,  beans,  etc.,  raised 
than  ever  before,  notwithstanding  the  higher  portions  of  one  of  the 
larger  reservations  suffered  from  summer  frosts. 

Such  a  friend  of  this  people  as  our  host,  with  the  full  opportunity 
of  observation  afforded  by  his  winter  home  near  them,  has  sometimes 
hesitated  as  to  the  measure  of  hope  he  would  express  of  their  eleva- 
tion after  the  long  years  of  depression  and  demoralization,  but  is  now 
ready  to  express  faith  in  gains  already  made  and  to  be  made  by  them, 
but  not  less  nor  more  with  them  than  with  others.  Recovery  and 
growth  of  character  is  a  process  of  time;  and  we  need  to  extend 
patiently  to  the  less  responsive  and  less  progressive  that  friendly 
encouragement  which  is  so  valuable  in  an  upward  struggle  like  theirs. 

While  your  committee  has  joined  with  you  all  in  earnest  advocacy 
of  permanency  of  tenure  of  office  in  Indian  service,  it  has  been  with 
no  ulterior  object  of  pleading  it  for  ourselves ;  but,  nevertheless,  in 
view  of  the  pending  suits,  we  suggest  the  continuance  of  the  com- 
mittee for  one  year  more,  and  that  Hon.  Austin  Abbott  be  requested 
to  resume  his  place  on  the  committee,  from  which  he  was  called  for 
wider  service  in  the  General  Law  Committee.  His  reappointment 
will  fill  the  vacancy  resulting  from  the  death  of  Hon.  Elliot  F.  Shep- 
ard. 

The  committee  reports  :  — 

Balance  of  funds  from  last  year $1,194.66 

Interest  received  on  balances  in  hand        48.70 

Donations  from  forty-nine  sources 1^92000 

$3^16336 
Expenditures. 

Expenses  of  gathering  testimony,  depositions,  travelling  ex- 
penses of  witnesses  and  counsel,  etc I631.85 

Counsel 2,000.00 

Printing 8.75 

Telegrams,  etc 4,34      2,644.94 

Balance  on  hand $518.42 

Oct.  10, 1893. 

Philip  C.  Garrett. 
Moses  Pierce. 
J.  W.  Davis. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


133 

On  motion,  the  report  was  accepted  and  adopted ;  and  the  commit- 
tee  was  continued  for  another  year.  Austin  Abbott,  LL.D.,  was 
elected  on  the  committee  in  place  of  the  late  Elliot  F.  Shepard. 

Mr.  Smiley  reported  that  the  fund  started  last  year  to  help  promis- 
ing Indians  to  a  higher  education  now  amounts  to  $1,968.36,  includ- 
ing interest.     No  disposition  has  as  yet  been  made  of  the  money. 

President  Gates  reported  the  death  of  Henry  Kendall,  an  Indian 
young  man  of  great  promise,  who  was  known  to  many  members  of  the 
Conference. 

Mrs.  QuiNTON  asked  why  the  fund  of  $75,000  appropriated  by  the 
government  for  the  higher  education  of  Indians  was  not  available. 

Gen.  Whittlesey  said  it  was  available,  if  the  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior saw  fit  to  use  it. 

Mr.  Smiley  said  that,  if  the  money  now  in  his  hands  for  that  pur- 
pose were  put  into  the  higher  education  of  some  suitable  boy  or  girl, 
it  would  pay  more  than  the  six  per  cent,  interest  it  is  drawing  now. 

Gen.  Morgan. — The  bill  making  appropriations  for  current  and 
contingent  expanses  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1894,  contains  this 
provision :  For  care,  support,  and  education  of  Indian  pupils  at  in- 
dustrial, agricultural,  mechanical,  and  other  schools,  other  than 
herein  provided  for,  in  any  of  the  States  or  Territories,  at  a  rate  not 
to  exceed  $167  for  each  pupil,  $75,000.  It  also  contains  this  state- 
ment :  — 

That  the  expenditure  of  the  monejr  appropriated  for  school  purposes  in  this  act 
shall  be  at  all  times  under  the  supervision  ana  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior, and  in  all  respects  in  conformity  with  such  conditions,  rules,  and  regulations 
as  to  the  conduct  and  methods  of  instruction  and  expenditure  of  money  as  may 
from  time  to  time  be  prescribed  by  him. 

Congress  at  my  request  appropriated  this  $75,000  for  this  purpose. 
I  used  it  for  selected  young  men  and  women.  I  had  a  most  promis- 
iug  set,  as  many  as  twenty-five ;  and  I  thought  it  was  one  of  the  best 
things  we  could  possibly  do.  Quite  a  number  went  to  college.  I 
was  overruled  by  a  power  to  which  I  had  to  bow,  who  said  that  the 
education  to  be  had  in  a  log  house  was  good  enough  for  an  Indian. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  has  a  right  to  use  that  money  for  the 
purpose  for  which  it  was  given. 

Adjourned  at  i  p.m. 
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Friday  Night,  October  13. 


The  Conference  was  called  to  order  at  8  p.m.,  and  General  Whittle- 
sey was  asked  to  make  the  opening  address. 

Gen,  Whittlesey. —  For  the  first  time  in  eleven  years  I  have 
missed  some  of  the  sessions  of  the  Mohonk  Conference.  Duty  in 
another  great  missionary  convention  prevented  my  being  here  at  your 
opening.  I  could  not,  therefore,  give  you  the  usual  survey  of  the 
field  which  it  has  been  my  part  to  give.  The  educational  work,  the 
most  important  of  all,  has  been  fully  explained  by  General  Morgan 
and  others ;  and  I  will  only  say  on  that  subject  in  passing  that,  when 
at  Chicago  the  other  day,  I  felt  ashamed  at  the  meagre  provision 
made  by  our  government  for  an  exhibit  of  our  educational  work  of 
the  Indians  of  the  United  States.  It  was  crowded  into  a  little,  mean- 
looking  building  in  the  midst  of  those  grand  and  imposing  structures. 
Our  school-room  was  so  small  that  but  few  could  get  into  it ;  and  no 
opportunity  was  given  to  the  crowds  of  people  who  wanted  to  see 
an  Indian  school  in  active  operation.  Sometimes  the  rooms  were  so 
crowded  that  the  exercises  could  not  go  on  at  all.  I  do  not  blame 
the  department.  It  did  the  best  it  could  with  the  means  at  its  dis- 
posal. But  we  ought  to  have  had  a  good,  large  hall,  where  a  thou- 
sand people  could  have  been  comfortably  accommodated  to  see  an 
Indian  school  going  on.  It  was  a  grand  opportunity  to  educate  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  civilizing  and  Christianizing  the  Indian  population. 

We  are  now  in  the  midst  of  the  quadrennial  transition.  We  have 
a  new  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  Judge  Browning,  who  im- 
presses me  as  a  good,  earnest,  honest,  upright  Christian  gentleman. 
We  owe  thanks  to  the  President  for  appointing  a  worthy  successor  of 
our  late  noble  Commissioner,  General  Morgan.  We  have  a  new  As- 
sistant Commissioner,  General  Armstrong,  who  has  had  experience  as 
an  Indian  inspector,  and  who  is  a  strong,  able  man.  Looking  over 
the  list  of  Indian  agents  as  corrected  up  to  August  24  last,  and  com- 
paring it  with  the  list  as  corrected  up  to  January  16  last,  I  find  that, 
of  the  fifty-seven  Indian  agents  who  were  in  the  service  in  January 
there  were  in  service  in  August  thirteen,  forty-four  having  been 
changed. 

President  Gates. —  And  yet  General  Whittlesey  is  hopeful,  and  we 
all  are. 

Gen.  Whittlesey. —  Of  these  fifty-seven  now  on  duty,  twenty-five 
are  army  officers  detailed  for  that  service.  You  are  all  aware  that  in 
the  last  two  Indian  appropriation  bills  a  clause  was  inserted  requir- 
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ing  the  President,  whenever  a  vacancy  should  occur  in  the  position 
of  Indian  agent,  to  detail  an  army  officer  to  fill  that  position,  with  the 
proviso  that,  if  in  his  judgment  the  interests  of  the  service  demanded, 
he  might  appoint  a  civilian  agent.  President  Harrison  considered 
that  law  as  mandatory,  and  he  began  to  detail  army  officers  before  he 
retired  from  office.  President  Cleveland  seems  to  look  upon  the  law 
in  the  same  light,  and  has  continued  the  same  practice,  until  we  now 
have  twenty-nve  army  officers  acting  as  Indian  agents.  It  is  too 
early  to  pronounce  judgment  upon  the  success  of  this  change.  We 
can  tell  in  a  year  or  two  how  much  good  or  how  much  evil  may  result 
from  it.  I  have  no  doubt  there  are  a  great  many  officers  of  the  army, 
who  are  capable  of  becoming  effective,  efficient,  and  very  useful 
Indian  agents.  If  we  can  have  the  best  men  detailed  for  the  service, 
and  if  they  are  willing  to  accept  the  position,  we  shall  have  a  good 
service  under  their  administration. 

I  spoke  of  the  law  requiring  this  detail  of  officers.  That,  I  think, 
is  perhaps  the  most  important  general  legislation  during  the  last 
winter  on  Indian  affairs.  Another  act  of  legislation  of  great  impor- 
tance to  a  little  tribe  of  Indians  was  passed  after  a  great  deal  of 
effort  on  the  part  of  some  who  had  been  urging  it  for  several  years, 
relating  to  the  Stockbridge  Indians  who  once  lived  in  Berkshire 
County,  Massachusetts.  They  have  since  lived  in  New  York,  then  in 
Ohio,  then  in  Indiana,  then  in  Wisconsin,  in  a  town  called  Stock- 
bridge,  and  are  now  on  a  little  reservation  consisting  of  eighteen 
square  miles  or  less,  near  the  Menominee  Indians  in  Wisconsin. 
They  are  a  small  tribe,  thoroughly  civilized,  speaking  English,  having 
entirely  forgotten  their  original  Indian  language.  They  have  been  in 
trouble  for  fifty  years,  partly  through  unfortunate  —  I  will  not  say 
intentionally  —  wrong  legislation;  for  I  do  not  believe  that  our  Con- 
gress is  guilty  of  wrong  legislation  intentionally  toward  the  Indians. 
Through  unfortunate  legislation,  and  still  more  through  unfortunate 
construction  of  laws  and  the  execution  of  them  by  those  appointed 
by  the  government  for  that  purpose,  they  have  been  in  trouble  as  to 
their  property  and  their  rights ;  and  they  have  scarcely  known  who 
have  belonged  to  the  tribe  and  who  had  a  right  to  the  possession  of 
land  on  the  reservation  and  of  the  tribal  funds. 

This  brief  law  which  was  passed  last  winter  after  much  opposition 
through  the  persistent  efforts  of  its  friend  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, Mr.  Lynch,  and  finally  through  the  effort  of  one  who  has 
done  so  much  for  Indian  legislation  in  the  Senate, —  this  brief  law  was 
passed  for  their  relief,  and  for  a  general  census  of  the  tribe.  After 
long  delay  the  Secretary  appointed  Mr.  Painter,  who  had  been  in- 
strumental with  others  in  getting  the  law  passed,  to  go  and  make  the 
enrolment.  I  have  assisted  him  a  little.  I  found  he  was  getting  on 
so  well  that  he  needed  no  assistance,  and  I  devoted  the  most  of  my 
time  to  other  matters  while  at  that  agency.  The  Menominee  Indians, 
gathered  at  that  time  by  the  agent,  were  having  a  kind  of  festival  for 
the  purpose  of  keeping  them  away  from  a  fair  that  was  going  on  in 
the  town  of  Shaweno,  where  they  would  be  exposed  to  temptation  in 
the  liquor  saloons,  gambling  houses,  and  horse  races.  The  Indians 
were  assembled  in  large  numbers.  They  had  some  complaints  to 
make,  one  respecting  their  annuities,  which  they  thought  ought  to  be 
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paid  them  in  cash  instead  of  in  the  support  of  their  schools.  I  re- 
plied to  them  that  we  wanted  Indians  to  become  like  other  people. 
Other  people  support  their  own  schools  and  educate  their  own  chil- 
dren, and  it  was  time  for  the  Indians  to  learn  that  they  should  do  the 
same  thing  when  they  had  the  means.  And  they  had  the  means, 
because  they  had  funds  in  the  treasury  of  the  United  States  on  which 
interest  was  due  from  year  to  year.  They  took  that  in  good  part,  for 
they  are  people  of  good  sense.  They  had  another  complaint  to 
make.  Through  the  mistaken  judgment  of  their  late  superintendent 
of  logging,  their  timber  had  been  cut  in  a  very  wasteful  manner. 
Much  had  been  left  upon  the  ground,  exposed  to  destruction.  I  told 
them  they  were  right  in  that  complaint,  for  I  had  driven  some  twenty- 
five  miles  through  the  timber  lands,  and  had  investigated  this  matter 
myself ;  and  I  found  with  the  assistance  of  the  new  superintendent  of 
logging,  who  seems  an  honest  and  able  man,  that  there  was  a  vast 
amount  of  waste.  He  estimated  that  there  were  thirteen  millions  of 
feet  of  timber  lying  on  the  ground,  exposed  to  destruction  by  fire.  I 
sent  an  account  of  it  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  suggested 
such  a  measure  of  securing  right  and  justice  to  the  Indians  as  I 
thought  proper.  While  at  the  agency,  I  also  visited  two  large  schools, 
one  a  government  school  of  something  more  than  one  hundred  pupils, 
with  good  buildings,  good  teachers,  and  a  good  superintendent.  The 
school  was  conducted  wisely  and  well.  The  other  was  a  Roman 
Catholic  contract  school,  with  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  pupils. 
Whatever  may  have  been  said  by  Dr.  Dorchester  and  others  about 
the  instruction  given  in  the  Catholic  schools,  this  one  thing  can  with 
truth  be  said  for  those  Sisters  who  conduct  them.  They  keep  their 
children  and  their  school-houses  in  perfect  order,  neat  and  clean. 
The  children  are  well  dressed  and  tidy.  The  floors  and  the  dormi- 
tories and  the  kitchen  and  the  laundry  everywhere  are  in  perfect 
good  order;  and  this  I  have  observed  everywhere  among  Catholic 
schools. 

From  this  place  I  went  over  to  another  school  in  Tornah  in  the 
western  part  of  Wisconsin,  a  school  established  during  the  last  year 
by  Commissioner  Morgan.  There  I  found  a  noble  building,  good 
enough  for  a  school  in  any  city,  with  all  the  appointments  complete, 
everything  in  good  order,  and  with  good  superintendent  and  teachers. 

I  have  mentioned  these  things  simply  to  indicate  that  we  people 
who  look  about  among  the  Indians  have  a  great  many  different 
things  to  look  after,  and  there  is  need  of  such  looking  about  all  the 
time.  The  teachers,  superintendents,  and  agents,  if  worthy  their  po- 
sitions, welcome  such  visits  and  inspections;  and  the  opportunities 
one  has  to  meet  the  children  and  to  speak  to  them  words  of  encour- 
agement are  always  pleasant. 

As  to  the  outlook,  there  is  nothing  to  discourage.  You  know  that 
I  have  long  been  an  optimist  in  Indian  matters.  This  is  the  twen- 
tieth year  of  my  Indian  service ;  and  I  have  never  given  way  to  doubt 
or  despondency,  though  I  have  seen  a  great  many  difficulties  to  over- 
come. When  we  consider  what  a  complete  abandonment  there  has 
been  of  that  condition  of  affairs  which  existed  twenty-five  years  ago ; 
when  we  consider  what  a  complete  change  has  come  over  the  public 
mind  of  the  country  with  regard  to  Indian  matters;  when  we  con- 
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sider  the  progress  that  has  been  made  in  the  education  of  the  Indian 
children,  and  have  seen  them  growing  up  and  changing  as  they  come 
from  the  savage  life  into  the  schools  and  into  the  midst  of  civiliza- 
tion ;  when  we  consider  all  the  noble  and  helpful  agencies  at  work  in 
associations  of  wise  and  good  men  and  earnest,  Christian  women, —  I 
am  sure  that  we  have  no  need  to  be  in  any  doubt  about  the  future  of 
the  Indians.  We  may  hope,  and  continue  to  hope.  My  own  hopes 
always  rise  as  I  come  up  to  this  delectable  mountain,  and  I  go  back 
prepared  for  all  that  I  may  encounter  in  Washington  of  difficulty 
and  trouble.  Let  us  not  spend  our  time,  then,  in  useless  wailing 
and  fault-finding.  We  may  indeed  criticise  when  we  see  mistakes 
and  wrongs,  for  such  criticism  will  correct  the  wrongs.  We  may  tear 
down  if  we  see  what  is  decayed  and  old  and  rotten ;  but  let  us  tear 
down  to  rebuild  on  better  foundations.  Let  us  go  on  hopeful  and 
trustful;  and  the  good  Father,  who  has  smiled  upon  us  heretofore, 
will  continue  to  bless  us  in  all  good  work. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Davis  was  asked  to  give  some  report  of  a  visit  among 
the  Ojibways. 

Mr,  Davis.  —  Bishop  Walker  has  given  us  some  illustrations  of  the 
lack  of  faith  he  has  met  in  respect  to  the  work  that  is  being  done  for 
the  Indian ;  and  one  cannot  be  long  engaged  in  work  for  this  cause 
without  meeting  much  of  this  unbelief,  which  questions  whether  the 
work  is  not  still  very  small  and  the  impression  upon  the  Indian  very 
slight,  and  also  asks  where  is  the  result  of  all  the  missionary  work 
done  from  Eliot's  day  to  the  present ! 

It  may  therefore  be  our  privilege,  with  the  facts  and  inspiration 
gained  here,  to  successfully  meet  and  overcome  such  unbelief,  and 
infuse  a  more  courageous  and  aggressive  missionary  spirit. 

Through  my  visit  to  California,  in  behalf  of  the  Mission  Indian 
interests,  I  became  acquainted  with  the  Moravian  missionary,  Rev. 
William  H.  Weinland,  now  laboring  among  them,  who  had  come  from 
Alaska  on  account  of  his  family's  health,  leaving  there  still  his  asso- 
ciate of  many  years.  Rev.  John  H.  Kilbuck,  a  full-blooded  Delaware 
Indian,  the  strongest  and  most  efficient  man  in  the  Alaska  Mission. 
This  man  is  the  great-great-grandson  of  an  Indian  converted  in  Penn- 
sylvania more  than  a  century  ago,  his  father  being  also  an  earnest 
Christian  worker  at  the  old  home  in  Pennsylvania ;  and  Mr.  Kil- 
buck's  Indian  characteristics  are  proving  most  valuable  aids  to  the 
work  among  the  Alaskans. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  Delawares,  once  among  the  most 
powerful  of  all  the  tribes,  by  eight  or  ten  enforced  removals  and  sev- 
eral massacres  have  been  reduced  to  almost  the  smallest  remnant  of 
any  tribe ;  and  yet  in  this  little  remnant  stands  forth  the  strength 
and  persistency  of  the  life  that  the  love  of  God  has  implanted,  gener- 
ations ago,  to  bring  forth  strong  fruit  and  reprove  the  unbelief  to 
which  we  have  referred. 

In  June  last  I  also  went  to  North  Wisconsin  to  confer  with  a  few 
friends  of  the  Indians  there,  and  see  whether  some  fresh  interest 
could  not  be  aroused  in  behalf  of  the  Ojibways  of  that  section. 
On  one  of  the  Apostle  Islands,  on  the  Wisconsin  shore  of  Lake  Su- 
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perior,  is  the  site  of  the  La  Pointe  Mission,  located  where  the  tide 
of  pioneer  French  fur-traders,  and  afterward  the  English  traders, 
reached  the  Western  Indians,  and  halted  for  a  considerable  time  be- 
cause of  the  determined  opposition  of  the  Indians  to  their  planting 
posts  further  West.  At  that  headquarters  of  trade  centred  a  very 
earnest  and  comparatively  strong  missionary  work ;  but  to-day  the 
old  mission  buildings  on  the  main  land  are  in  the  possession  of  the 
Catholics,  sold  because  under  the  enforced  removal  of  the  main  body 
of  the  Ojibways  the  strength  of  the  mission  had  declined.  There  is 
a  small  preaching  station  there,  but,  looking  at  the  field,  it  might  be 
said  that  the  mission  work  had  proved  a  failure  ;  and  yet  a  year  or 
more  ago,  from  that  station  where  the  results  of  former  work  seem 
to  have  been  lost,  two  young  Indians  went  one  hundred  miles  west- 
ward, and  with  earnest  Christian  effort  aroused  another  settlement 
of  their  people  and  brought  one  hundred  of  them  to  begin  a  Chris- 
tian life. 

The  strength  and  persistency  of  the  scattered  mission  fruit  are 
thus  again  illustrated.  Let  us  not  lack  faith  ourselves,  and  be  sure 
that  we  communicate  that  faith  to  others. 

Rev.  Mr.  Wright,  a  Choctaw  Indian,  was  invited  to  speak. 

Mr.  Wright. —  I  have  been  requested  to  give  a  sketch  of  my  past 
life.  I  was  taken  by  one  of  the  old  missionaries  who  came  to  our 
country  when  I  was  a  boy.  I  could  not  speak  English  until  I  was 
twelve.  By  the  time  I  was  thirty  I  had  graduated  at  Union  College 
and  the  theological  school.  I  represent  one  of  the  Five  Civilized 
Nations,  and  am  glad  to  have  these  few  minutes  to  speak  about  the 
progress  there. 

We  have  a  government  copied  after  the  Arkansas  laws.  We  have 
three  judicial  districts  and  courts.  We  have  a  council  house  and  our 
council  meets  once  a  year.  Our  council  house  has  its  hall  of  rep- 
resentatives and  its  senate  chamber.  We  have  made  that  much  prog- 
ress. We  have  reached  a  high  degree  of  civilization,  as  Indians  are. 
We  are  taking  care  of  ourselves.  We  have  our  own  school  money, 
and  are  developing  our  own  resources.  We  believe  in  education.  We 
have  some  good  schools.  One  of  our  schools  is  governed  by  one  of 
our  own  men,  a  graduate  of  Yale  College.  We  have  an  institute  for 
girls,  containing  one  hundred  pupils,  with  an  Indian  music-teacher 
and  other  good  teachers. 

We  are  at  a  crisis  in  our  national  life,  because  the  time  has  come 
when  we  must  take  a  more  independent  step.  We  have  got  to  learn 
that  we  must  make  our  way  by  the  sweat  of  the  brow.  The  land 
does  not  flow  with  milk  and  honey.  You  have  got  to  raise  your 
milk  at  ten  cents  a  quart.  But  I  do  not  lay  the  emphasis  on  labor. 
I  lay  the  emphasis  on  spiritual  things.  If  you  want  to  civilize  an 
Indian,  you  want  to  make  a  Christian  of  him.  You  cannot  develop 
him  except  you  begin  at  the  heart.  I  believe  in  regeneration.  I  am 
not  speaking  against  manual  labor  and  industry  and  the  outing  sys- 
tem. There  are  diversities  of  gifts.  Some  men  can  preach,  and 
some  teach,  and  some  hammer  iron ;  and  there  are  some  good  black- 
smiths in  the  pulpit.  I  thank  God  for  the  work  Captain  Pratt  has 
done.     We  must  develop  the  independence  of  the  Indians. 
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I  have  said  that  the  Indians  must  take  their  success  upon  them- 
selves. It  will  develop  them.  It  is.  time  they  were  doing  something 
for  themselves.  I  do  not  know  but  it  is  time  for  them  to  take  the 
position  of  citizens.     That  will  work  itself  out. 

Land  is  not  yet  taken  in  severalty.  It  is  still  held  in  common.  I 
can  take  a  piece  of  land,  and  the  next  man  can  take  another.  I  can 
take  as  much  as  I  can  cultivate.  There  are  some  farms  in  the  Indian 
Territory  of  six  thousand  acres. 

Query. —  Is  there  any  individual  ownership  of  land  ? 

Mr.  Wright. —  No ;  but  we  can  sell  improvements. 

Query. —  If  the  land  were  divided,  giving  each  man  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres,  how  much  would  there  be  left  ? 

Mr.  Wright. —  I  think  there  would  be  four  or  five  hundred  acres 
left  for  each  person. 

Query. —  Is  the  Choctaw  nation  opposed  to  that  action  ? 

Mr.  Wright. —  They  could  do  it  if  they  would.  Some  think  it 
would  be  better  to  divide  the  land,  and  sell  what  is  over  for  contin- 
gent expenses.     My  father  was  in  favor  of  dividing  the  land. 

Gen.  Whittlesey. —  His  father  was  a  sound  and  true  man. 

Mr.  Wright. —  We  are  beginning  to  develop  our  natural  re- 
sources. We  have  coal  and  timber.  We  have  an  agent  who  looks 
after  that  business.  We  sell  the  coal  that  we  get  out.  We  lease  the 
mines  to  certain  men  who  work  them. 

Query. —  How  much  coal  do  you  mine  ? 

Mr.  Wright. —  It  must  be  a  great  deal.  We  supply  Texas  in 
large  quantities.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  liquor  brought  into  our 
country,  contrary  to  the  Choctaw  nation  laws.  That  is  debauching 
our  people.  We  do  not  know  what  to  do.  But  it  seems  to  me  that 
the  time  has  come  when  we  ought  to  become  citizens  of  our  country, 
and  have  all  the  laws  we  need  to  protect  our  lives  and  property. 

Query. —  How  many  Choctaws  are  there? 

Mr.  Wright. — The  last  census  gave  thirteen  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred men,  women,  and  children.  There  are  also  thousands  of  white 
people  there.  We  have  some  good  people  among  them.  We  treat 
them  like  gentlemen.  We  put  them  on  their  honor.  We  call  them  Mr. 
and  Judge  and  General.    I  am  ready  to  stand  up  for  the  white  people. 

Gen.  Howard. —  If  the  Indians  of  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes  take 
up  allotments,  I  think  they  should  reserve  the  balance  of  the  land  to 
use  for  schools  and  other  proper  public  purposes.  If  they  do  it  judi- 
ciously, it  will  be  a  blessing  to  the  people. 

What  Mr.  Wright  says  on  one  point  so  agrees  with  my  own  experi- 
ence and  judgment  that  I  want  to  say  Amen  to  it.  Christian  life  is 
the  beginning  of  civilization.  Go  out  among  the  Indians  as  we  have 
been,  and  you  see  at  once  what  is  needed,  when  you  meet  all  sorts  of 
men.  When  I  first  went  to  Arizona,  I  found  an  old  Indian  whose 
head  looked  like  Senator  Wilson's.  He  was  poorly  clad,  and  was  sit- 
ting on  a  bench,  meditating.  I  asked  his  name.  They  said  it  was 
Santo.  I  said  to  myself.  How  can  I  possibly  reach  his  heart?  I  had 
with  me  an  interpreter,  a  half-breed;  and  I  spoke  to  the  man  through 
him.  "Santo,  I  have  a  Father  above";  and  the  interpreter  trans- 
lated that  little  sentence  to  him.  Then  I  said,  "  Santo,  you  have  a 
Father  above  '* ;  and  that  little  sentence  was  translated  to  him.    Next, 
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"  Santo,  my  Father  and  your  Father  the  same  Father,  so  we  must  be 
brothers."  The  old  man  looked,  up.  He  was  touched ;  he  shed  tears. 
He  rose  from  his  seat,  put  his  hand  in  mine,  and  from  that  time  on 
to  the  day  of  his  death  there  never  was  a  more  devoted  friend.  What 
I  mean  is  this ;  that  what  our  Brother  Wright  said  is  strictly  true, 
however  we  get  at  it, —  that  we  must  have  Christian  civilization.  We 
do  not  want  to  unite  Church  and  State.  We  are  pushing  education  ; 
but  do  not  let  us  understand  that  labor  and  schooling  are  necessarily 
religious,  spiritually  Christian.  They  are  not  the  religion  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ. 

An  old  Indian  up  in  the  north  declared  that  he  would  kill  as  afore- 
time. He  hated  us,  and  he  hated  the  Sioux.  He  was  the  chief  of  the 
Chippewas.  By  and  by  a  missionary  came,  and  the  man  was  con- 
verted. Then  he  loved  us,  and  he  even  loved  the  still  hostile  Sioux, 
because  his  heart  was  changed.  That  spirit  comes  sometimes  with 
education,  I  admit. 

A  Catholic  priest  on  one  of  the  islands  in  the  Pacific,  near  Puget's 
Sound,  a  faithful,  God-fearing  teacher  of  religion,  had  the  root  of  the 
matter  in  him.  He  taught  the  boys  how  to  get  out  logs  and  how  to 
keep  house ;  and  they  went  on,  and  civilization  took  possession  of  his 
part  of  the  island,  while  barbarism  was  on  the  other  side.  Just  as 
soon  as  their  hearts  were  changed  they  dropped  their  blankets,  and 
came  over  and  joined  this  people,  and  went  to  work.  I  do  not  con- 
demn anything  in  the  line  of  good  training.  But  Christianity  and 
work  must  go  together.  Captain  Pratt  is  himself  a  leading  Christian 
man.  His  pupils  are  learning  and  they  sing  the  words  of  truth.  They 
are  learning  the  practical  religion  of  Christ  and  carrying  it  out,  and 
then  they  are  going  back  and  teaching  their  people.  They  have  the 
welfare  of  their  people  at  heart.  What  all  want  is  the  change  of 
heart.  "  Let  not  your  hearts  be  troubled."  I  say  it  to  these  mis- 
sionaries from  all  parts '  of  the  country  who  have  gathered  here. 
Here  is  my  friend  Riggs.  How  he  and  the  other  missionaries 
have  worked  in  Dakota!  I  have  been  out  there  to  look  at  them. 
The  numerous  Indian  converts  are  clean,  and  dress  well,  and  are 
doing  the  work  of  the  Master  as  well  as  any  of  us.  How  are 
they  going  to  make  further  progress  ?  Get  the  children  into  school. 
Now  let  these  children  learn  to  read  and  write  English.  But  that  is 
not  enough.  I  have  known  many  a  man  of  high  education  to  be  a 
robber,  a  murderer,  a  thief,  a  scoundrel.  We  must,  I  repeat  it,  get 
their  hearts  right.  We  must  encourage  the  spiritual  work  of  the  mis- 
sionaries. Let  the  government  do  its  proper  part  with  all  fidelity  to 
the  last  degree.  The  government  of  the  United  States  should  estab- 
lish law  wherever  it  does  not  exist.  I  would  have  sustained  Captain 
Healey  if  he  had  established  a  court  of  justice  on  that  vessel  up  in 
the  waters  of  Alaska,  and  I  think  he  would  have  been  sustained  if  he 
had  done  it. 

President  Gates. —  But  he  did  not  do  it. 

Gen.  Howard. —  No:  our  friend  Thornton  was  allowed  to  stay 
there  alone,  trusting  in  the  Lord,  and  he  was  murdered ;  yet  our 
Saviour  gave  his  life, —  he  was  murdered.  I  think  we  must  always  ex- 
pect suflEering,  and,  if  need  be,  die  fearlessly  in  the  name  of  the  Lord. 
I  speak  feelingly,  for  I  have  several  times  had  to  lay  my  own  life  on 
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the  altar.  I  have  seen  General  Whittlesey,  who  sits  near  me,  go 
where  he  had  to  lay  his  life  on  the  altar.  We  had  to  do  it  many 
a  time  in  the  freeing  of  the  slaves.  Right  work  is  honorable  and 
reasonable,  and  should  be  done ;  but,  mind  you,  all  the  time  the  re- 
ligion of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  must  be  in  the  life,  in  the  soul :  the 
heart  must  be  made  right.  When  the  hearts  of  the  Indian  tribes  of 
New  York  become  right,  they  will  be  civilized ;  and,  when  the  hearts 
of  the  citizens  of  New  York  get  right  about  that,  the  Indians  will  get 
right.  Do  not  misunderstand  me.  Do  not  think  this  is  mere  cranki- 
ness. I  may  be  a  crank  in  some  things",  but  I  know  that  a  change  of 
heart  is  absolutely  necessary  to  make  progress.  If  we  Christian  peo- 
ple carry  the  Indian  work  on  in  that  spirit,  not  forgetting  to  do  dili- 
gently right  things,  we  shall  succeed,  and  that  soon.  Yes,  we  may 
establish  schools  and  gymnasiums  and  shops  for  making  useful  arti- 
cles. That  is  all  right  and  helpful.  But  do  not  forget  the  main 
thing.  We  often  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  God  is  alive.  As  Sojour- 
ner Truth  once  said  to  Fred  Douglass,  "  God  is  not  dead :  he  is 
alive.*'  Remembering  his  living  presence,  we  must  pray  to  God  for 
accomplishment,  and  he  will  answer  our  prayer. 

The  chairman  of  the  Business  Committee,-  Dr.  W.  H.  Ward,  pre- 
sented the  following  platform  :  — 

PLATFORM. 

The  celebration  this  year  of  tlie  discovery  of  America  recalls  the 
injuries  done  by  the  white  man  during  four  centuries  to  the  race 
which  was  found  in  possession  of  the  continent.  It  is  hardly  two 
decades  since  our  government  began  to  try  to  make  civilized  citizens 
out  of  those  it  had  allowed  to  remain  barbarians.  The  progress 
made  during  this  short  time  is  gratifying,  though  much  less  than  we 
might  have  made,  considering  how  few  in  number  the  Indians  are 
and  how  plain  are  our  duties  to  them. 

We  believe  that  the  United  States  government  should  apply  to  the 
Indian  problem  a  well-defined  purpose  to  hasten,  as  rapidly  as  pos- 
sible, the  complete  absorption  of  the  Indians  into  the  body  politic. 
A  change  of  administration  always  awakens  especial  concern ;  and  we 
desire  that  those  charged  with  new  responsibilities  may,  among  their 
many  other  cares,  see  to  it  that  further  progress  is  made  instead  of 
retreat.  President  Cleveland's  own  expressed  interest  in  this  sub- 
ject, both  in  this  and  his  former  administration,  gives  us  hope  that  he 
will  impress  his  advisers  and  executive  officers  with  a  corresponding 
earnest  purpose. 

We  believe  that  Indian  administration  is  not  political  in  its  nature, 
and  ought  not  to  be  controlled  or  disturbed  by  party  politics.  Presi- 
dent Grant  and  his  successors  to  the  present  time  have  all  recognized 
this  principle,  and  have  tried  with  some  earnestness  to  put  it  into 
practice,  so  that  already  many  of  the  employees  in  the  service  are 
under  civil  service  rules.  But,  under  both  the  last  administration  and 
that  which  preceded  it,  in  too  many  cases  good  agents  and  inspectors 
were  removed  to  make  room  for  untried  men.  This  is  most  disas- 
trous, and  should  cease.     It  is  a  crime  against  good  government  to 
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make  the  Indian  service  serve  not  the  Indian,  but  the  politician.  We 
ask  the  President  to  carry  on  the  reform  already  inaugurated  by  ex- 
tending the  civil  service  rules  to  all  those  positions  to  which  they  are 
applicable,  and  to  observe  the  spirit  of  the  reform  in  all  appointments 
and  removals  in  the  Indian  service.  We  further  earnestly  ask  all 
newspapers  and  other  guides  of  public  sentiment  to  support  the  Presi- 
dent in  his  prosecution  of  this  reform. 

We  believe  that  every  Indian  child  should  receive  an  American 
education.  We  believe  that  the  government  should  provide  this 
education,  and  should  require  the  children  to  attend  the  schools  pro- 
vided, except  that  parents  should  have  the  same  liberty  to  send  their 
children  to  other  schools,  at  their  own  charges,  as  is  allowed  to  white 
parents.  Our  government  has  now  provided  school  accommodations 
for  three-fourths  of  the  Indian  children :  schools  should  be  imme- 
diately supplied  for  the  remaining  fourth.  While  primary  education 
should  be  given  to  all,  the  education  of  promising  youth  should  not 
be  cut  short,  but  carried  on  so  as  to  fit  them  to  be  teachers  and  in- 
dustrial guides  of  their  people.  We  believe  that  the  Indian  trust 
funds  held  by  the  government,  but  belonging  to  the  Indians,  should 
be  expended  for  the  Indians,  and  not  divided  among  white  men  to 
satisfy  fictitious  and  rapacious  claims.  We  suggest  that  a  statute  of 
limitations  be  enacted  to  cut  ofT  all  depredation  claims  not  presented 
within  a  reasonable  time,  and  that  stale  claims  against  Indian  trust 
funds  should  be  rejected.  We  urge  that,  wherever  possible,  Indian 
trust  funds  be  expended  for  the  speedier  education  and  civilization 
of  those  to  whom  they  belong,  and  that  in  all  future  legislation,  in 
reference  to  the  sale  of  surplus  reservation  lands,  this  purpose  be 
held  in  view. 

We  commend  to  the  public  the  good  work  done  for  the  Indian  by 
voluntary  societies,  philanthropic  and  religious.  In  this  crisis  it  is  of 
the  utmost  importance  that  the  interests  of  the  Indian  should  be  care- 
fully watched;  that,  so  long  as  the  selfish  spoils  system  continues, 
the  Indian  may  have  disinterested  friends  to  defend  his  cause  at 
home  and  in  Washington,  as  well  as  to  supplement  the  work  of  gov- 
ernment agents  and  teachers.  And  we  urge  upon  all  those  churches 
and  missionary  bodies  which  have  declined  to  receive  aid  from  the 
government  in  support  of  their  schools  the  imperative  duty  of  mak- 
ing up  the  amount,  so  that  the  Indian  children  shall  not  suffer  a  dimi- 
nution of  school  privileges. 

We  believe  that  it  is  no  longer  a  question  what  ought  to  be  done  for 
the  Indian,  but  what  shall  be  done.  Public  sentiment  is  formed  :  it 
should  be  carried  into  effect.  We  therefore  recommend  that  a  per- 
manent committee  be  constituted  by  this  Conference;  consisting  of 
five  persons,  of  whom  the  President  of  this  Conference  shall  be  chair- 
man, whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  prepare  an  appeal  to  the  American 
people  embodying  these  accepted  principles,  to  secure  the  indorse- 
ment of  them  by  representative  men  of  all  religious  bodies  and  geo- 
graphical sections,  and  to  urge  them  upon  the  public  through  the 
press  and  upon  Congress  and  the  officials  at  Washington  by  personal 
appeal.     Among  these  principles,  accordingly,  we  include  :  — 

I.  The  extension  of  the  rules  or  the  principles  of  civil  service 
reform,  so  as  to  remove  utterly  from  party  politics  the  appointment  of 
Indian  agents,  allotment  agents,  and  inspectors. 
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2.  Appropriations  sufij,cient  to  equip  and  maintain  a  system  of 
schools  adequate  to  provide  for  all  Indian  children  of  school  age  not 
otherwise  provided  for,  and  compulsory  attendance  of  children  at 
these  or  other  schools. 

3.  The  protection  of  Indian  trust  funds  against  unjust  claims,  and 
their  expenditure  as  far  as  possible  for  the  education  and  civilization 
of  the  Indians. 

4.  The  breaking  up  of  the  reservations  as  rapidly  as  the  interests 
of  the  Indians  will  allow,  and  the  incorporation  of  the  Indians  in  the 
mass  of  American  citizens. 

5.  Due  provision  made  by  Congressional  appropriations  or  from 
trust  funds  for  the  maintenance  of  legal  protection,  for  schools,  roads, 
and  other  public  burdens,  in  counties  where  Indians  have  received 
allotments  of  lands  which,  by  protected  Indian  title,  are  exempt  from 
all  taxation,  in  order  that  no  unjust  burden  may  be  put  upon  other 
resident  citizens  of  these  counties. 

Dr.  Ward. —  I  am  glad  that  we  close,  as  we  always  close  these 
meetings,  with  words  of  encouragement  and  hope.  What  we  have 
heard  from  General  Whittlesey  has  brought  joy  to  our  hearts.  We 
are  glad  to  accept  what  is  hopeful.  It  is  the  business  of  this  Con- 
ference, however,  to  look  on  the  dark  side.  It  is  our  business  to 
look  at  the  evils  and  difHculties,  but  we  are  liable  to  magnify  them 
beyond  their  due  proportion.  When  the  famous  Jabez  Bunting,  the 
most  famous  British  Methodist  preacher  of  his  day,  died,  a  great  pub- 
lic meeting  was  called  in  honor  of  his  memory.  A  speaker,  in  a 
doleful  tone  of  voice,  began,  "  The  sun  of  Methodism  has  set."  A 
shrill  voice  suddenly  piped  up,  "  Bless  the  Lord,  that's  a  lie."  Any- 
thing that  would  make  us  fear  that  the  American  people  cannot  be 
trusted  is  not  true  to  the  facts  in  the  case.  We  may  be  sure  that  the 
good  common  sense  of  the  American  people,  when  it  is  appealed  to 
by  such  a  body  as  this,  and  by  other  similar  bodies,  which  are  meeting 
all  over  our  country  in  national  organization,  will  crystallize  in  public 
sentiment  that  will  secure  such  reforms  as  are  asked  for.  But  I  say 
our  business  is  not  so  much  to  look  on  the  bright  side  as  it  is  on  the 
dark  side ;  and,  when  we  think  of  this  dark  side,  we  have  to  impress 
upon  ourselves  and  upon  other  people,  and  especially  upon  those  who 
have  the  charge  of  our  government,  the  principle  that  we  are  all 
brothers. 

A  beggar,  ragged,  bloated,  evidently  a  hard  character,  once  called 
upon  a  clergyman,  and  asked  him  for  something  to  eat.  The  minis- 
ter looked  at  him,  and  was  not  over-much  impressed  with  his  appear- 
ance. He  wished  to  do  him  good  in  his  own  way,  however ;  and,  when 
the  man  asked  for  bread,  he  said :  "  I  will  give  you  bread  if  you  will 
do  your  part.  Can  you  say  the  Lord's  Prayer  t "  "  No,"  said  the  man, 
"  I  cannot."  "  Well,  repeat  it  after  me ;  and,  when  you  learn  the  Lord's 
Prayer,  I  will  give  you  what  you  want  to  eat."  Then  he  began,  "  Our 
Father."  **  Did  you  say  *  Our  Father'?"  asked  the  beggar?  "Yes," 
replied  the  clergyman,  "  Our  Father."  "  Do  you  mean  your  Father? " 
asked  the  beggar.  *'  Yes,  your  Father."  "  My  Father,  too  ? "  asked 
the  man.  "Yes,"  said  the  clergyman,  "say  it.  *Our  Father  which 
art  in  heaven.* "     "  But,  if  he  is  your  Father  and  my  Father,"  said  the 
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begger,  "  then  you  and  I  are  brothers."  "  Yes,  I  suppose  so,"  said 
the  man.  "  If  you  are  my  brother,"  said  the  beggar,  *'  then  cut  roe 
that  bread  quick,  and  cut  it  thick."  What  we  have  to  remember  is 
that  the  Indian  is  our  brother ;  and  we  want  to  get  for  him  justice, 
and  we  want  to  get  it  thick  and  quick. 
I  move  the  adoption  of  this  platform. 

The  motion  was  seconded,  and  the  platform  was  unanimously 
adopted. 

Dr.  Ward. —  I  move  that  it  be  the  duty  of  the  President  of  this 
Conference  lo  appoint  a  Nominating  Committee,  which  shall  aid  him 
in  selecting  the  four  names  of  those  who  shall  serve  with  him  on  this 
proposed  committee. 

It  was  so  voted. 

Dr.  Ward. —  I  would  like  to  offer  the  following  resolution  which 
has  been  handed  to  us,  but  which  it  perhaps  may  not  be  wise  to 
incorporate  in  the  platform,  and  yet  which,  I  think,  some  members  of 
the  committee  may  wish  to  have  passed  as  a  separate  vote. 

We  greatly  regret  that  the  appropriation  for  education  in  Alaska  has  during  the 
past  two  years  been  reduced  from  $50,000  to  $30,000,  thereby  closing  several 
schools  among  the  native  population. 

This  is  contrary  to  a  sound  public  policy,  and  we  urge  upon  the  attention  of  the 
Honorable  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  upon  Congress  the  importance  of  increas- 
ing this  appropriation. 

Mrs.  M.  R.  Morris,  formerly  Miss  Riggs,  of  the  San  tee  Mission, 
was  invited  to  speak. 

Mrs.  Morris,  of  Sisseton. —  My  mother  was  a  New  England  woman, 
and  among  my  earliest  experiences  were  listening  to  stories  of  the 
old  home.  For  a  long  time  we  planned  how  some  time  we  would  go 
to  New  England,  and  go  through  that  part  of  the  State  where  she  had 
lived.  Excepting  the  time  when  I  was  brought  there  as  a  six  months' 
baby,  I  had  never  seen  it  until  last  week.  Now  I  have  been  across 
the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  have  got  into  New  York ;  but  I  never 
imagined  I  should  ever  be  in  such  a  place  as  this.  I  consider  that 
we  have  been  very  fortunate  indeed  to  be  allowed  to  come  here. 

For  a  great  many  years  I  was  connected  with  the  work  among  the 
Sisseton  Indians,  but  I  do  not  feel  prepared  to  give  you  any  impres- 
sion of  them.  I  consider  them  a  very  incomprehensible  people.  I 
thought  I  knew  the  Sioux  pretty  well.  I  have  charge  of  a  small 
school,  which  I  have  been  carrying  on  under  great  difficulties.  The 
work  is  not  very  large.  We  are  hoping  to  have  a  new  building  in  a 
new  location,  and  get  out  of  the  old  place  by  the  river.  Three  years 
ago,  when  it  was  put  up,  it  was  a  good  building ;  but  it  is  way  behind 
the  times  now.  I  cannot  tell  you  what  a  forlorn  old  building  it  is. 
If  we  are  going  to  do  any  good  work,  we  must  make  the  work  and 
the  place  more  attractive,  especially  to  the  children.  We  must  re- 
member in  our  work  that  each  child  has  a  soul,  and  we  must  work  for 
their  souls. 
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I  hold  in  my  hand  a  Dakota  hymn-book.  From  my  earliest  recol- 
lection we  were  all  taught  to  sing  in  Dakota.  We  went  to  the  ser- 
vice held  in  the  Indian  tongue ;  and,  when  the  Indians  sang,  we  sang. 
I  was  brought  up  to  feel  that  that  was  a  part  of  the  worship.  There 
are  a  great  many  hymns  that  express  to  me  more  than  any  English 
hymns  express.  They  come  to  me  in  times  of  trial.  A  few  years 
ago,  when  I  came  away  from  Sisseton  Agency,  the  first  Sabbath  I 
went  to  church  the  people  had  no  hymn-books.  There  were  many 
old  men  and  women;  and,  when  we  sang,  they  understood  not  a 
single  word.  When  the  minister  began  his  sermon,  reading  out  of 
the  English  Bible,  they  did  not  understand  at  all.  The  young  people 
did  understand,  but  the  old  people  not  a  word.  The  sermon  was 
given  through  an  interpreter.  It  seemed  to  me,  brought  up  as  I  had 
been,  hearing  the  gospel  in  the  Dakota  language,  and  as  I  had  known 
our  Dakota  preachers,  a  most  pathetic  experience.  I  could  have 
cried.  I  wondered  what  could  be  done.  Of  course,  we  did  not  ex- 
pect to  train  up  the  children  in  the  Indian  languages,  but  for  the  sake 
of  the  old  people  there  should  be  some  other  way  of  reaching  them. 
Not  long  ago,  when  I  was  in  Washington,  I  met  Mr.  Dorset,  who  is 
considered  one  of  the  best  informed  men  in  reference  to  the  Indian. 
I  had  heard  that  he  had  translated  the  hymn  "  Nearer,  my  God,  to 
thee,"  into  the  Indian  language.  He  said  he  would  give  me  a  copy, 
and  promised  that  he  would  look  up  his  papers,  and  find  one  or  two 
more  that  he  prepared  years  ago.  So  I  hope  we  shall  lyive  at  least 
one  hymn  that  we  can  all  sing.  Supposing  we  sing  it  every  day  for 
a  year,  it  would  be  a  good  thing.  I  take  great  pleasure  in  thinking 
that  we  shall  have  a  hymn  that  the  people  can  sing. 

Mrs.  Morris  was  asked  to  sing  "  He  leadeth  me  "  in  the  Dakota 
language.  She  did  so  in  company  with  her  brother,  Mr.  Riggs,  and 
Miss  Worden. 

Mr.  Davis. —  An  old  woman  of  the  Omaha  tribe,  named  Mape, 
was  in  the  habit  of  walking  three  or  four  miles  every  prayer-meeting 
night,  regardless  of  storms  and  of  the  hard  labor  she  might  have  been 
doing  during  the  day.  It  was  said  by  some  of  the  young  people,  "  It 
is  too  bad  for  you  to  go  so  far :  you  ought  not  to  go  after  the  meet- 
ing such  a  great  distance  all  alone, —  you  must  be  afraid."  To  which 
she  replied,  addressing  one  of  them  :  "  Marguerite,  are  you  a  Chris- 
tian, and  say  so  ?  You  have  been  a  Christian  a  good  while,  and  you 
can  read  your  Bible.  I  cannot  read ;  but  you  taught  me  a  verse 
which  says,  *  What  time  I  am  afraid,  I  will  trust  in  Thee,'  and  I  think 
of  that  as  I  go  alone." 

This  is  not  an  exceptional  type  of  Christian  among  Indians. 

Miss  Sarah  F.  Smiley  was  invited  to  speak. 

Miss  Smiley. —  I  do  not  feel  much  like  speaking,  but  I  have  been 
keeping  up  a  "terrible  thinking."  There  are  some  complicated 
matters  coming  up  before  you.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  Indian  ques- 
tion touches  every  other  question  that  can  possibly  interest  us  as  men 
and  women  and  Christians.     It  touches  all  the  moral  life,  all  social 
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questions,  all  church  questions,  and  it  touches  all  State  questions,  so 
that,  as  I  have  looked  at  it  to-day,  it  seemed  to  me  like  a  game  of  cat's- 
cradle.  We  have  all  taken  off  cats'-cradles  with  the  children.  We 
know  what  nice  work  it  is  to  put  our  fingers  in  and  take  off  all  the 
strands  without  disarranging  them.  One  careless  touch,  and  it  all  falls 
to  pieces.  But,  taken  off  carefully,  we  have  the  same  thing  in  a  differ- 
ent fashion.  So  to-day  the  different  views  represented  here  are  dif- 
ferent arrangements  of  our  cat's-cradle. 

Another  thing  has  impressed  me  very  much.  Years  and  years  ago 
as  I  was  accustomed  to  sew  a  little  now  and  then,  I  was  troubled  with 
a  kink  in  my  thread ;  and  I  wondered  why  the  thread  was  made  so 
that  it  was  always  kinky.  No  one  else  seemed  to  complain  of  the 
thread  as  I  did.  One  day  I  spoke  of  it  to  a  friend,  who  asked :  *'  Do 
you  get  hold  of  the  right  end  of  the  thread  ?  You  must  take  the  end 
that  is  cut  from  the  spool."  I  found  after  that  that  there  were  no 
more  kinks  in  my  thread,  and  that  the  whole  thing  worked  smoothly. 
General  Howard  and  others  have  spoken  of  the  Christian  training  of 
the  children.  That  is  the  right  end  of  the  thread.  We  should  get 
rid  of  a  great  many  kinks  if  we  could  only  get  hold  of  that  first  end 
of  the  thread.  Let  us  take  the  directions  of  our  blessed  Lord, — 
"Seek  ye  first  the  kingdom  of  God  and  his  righteousness." 

I  was  asked  last  night  if  I  would  not  repeat  a  few  lines  from  Arch 
bishop  Trench  that  I  have  given  in  this  Conference  before.  I  do  so 
with  pleasure. 

"  In  doing  is  this  knowledge  won, — 

To  see  what  yet  remains  undone; 
With  this  our  pride  repress, 

And  give  us  grace,  a  growing  store. 

That  day  by  day  we  may  do  more, 
And  may  esteem  it  less." 

Gen.  Wilson. —  A  few  days  ago  I  returned  with  my  family  from 
that  ethereal,  snow-white  city  on  the  borders  of  a  great  Western  lake, 
—  a  city  that  is  so  soon  to  disappear,  like  the  Arab's  tent  that  is  si- 
lently folded  and  as  silently  taken  away.  The  parlor  car  in  which 
we  journeyed  eastward  bore  the  name  of  "  Shabbana."  Now,  I  have 
my  doubts  whether  there  is  any  one  in  this  audience  learned  in  Ind- 
ian lore  who  can  tell  what  that  word  stands  for,  and  what  its  signifi- 
cance. It  is  the  name  of  a  Pottawatomie  chief  whom  it  was  my 
privilege  to  know.  Though  I  have  seen  and  known  many  distin- 
guished Indians,  I  never  saw  such  a  perfect  specimen  of  manly  beauty 
as  was  this  grand  old  Shabbana,  who,  when  I  met  him  at  threescore 
and  ten,  was  still  straight  and  strong  and  stalwart,  and  with  a  firm, 
springy  step  such  as  I  never  saw  in  any  other  man  of  his  age.  He 
was  one  of  those  who  took  part  in  that  famous  massacre  of  August, 
18 1 2,  which  occurred  on  the  borders  of  the  lake  very  near  the  site  of 
the  beautiful  White  City ;  but  he  was  not  one  of  those  who  were  at- 
tacking the  whites.  On  the  contrary,  although  then  only  twenty-seven 
years  of  age,  he  saved  the  lives  of  several  women  and  children, 
against  his  own  people.  To-day  there  stands  on  the  spot  where  that 
massacre  occurred,  more  than  fourscore  years  ago,  a  very  noble 
group  in  enduring  bronze,  placed  there  by  the  person  who  has  for 
thirty  years  been  the  principal  owner  and  conductor  of  those  palace 
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cars  to  which  I  have  referred,  and  who  gave  the  name  to  that  car 
which  brought  us  safely  a  thousand  miles.  The  old  chief  was  born 
in  1785,  ten  years  before  General  Wayne  acquired,  by  the  treaty  of 
Greenville,  six  square  miles  on  which  the  city  of  Chicago  now  stands. 
He  was  one  of  those  who  in  1833  deeded  that  vast  country  which 
forms  a  portion  of  the  northern  part  of  the  State  of  Illinois. 

President  Gates. —  Was  it  he  who  delivered  the  deed  again  as  a 
symbol  ? 

Gen.  Wilson. —  No :  he  passed  away  many  years  ago,  but  it  was 
delivered  by  a  kinsman.  I  should  have  attended  the  old  chief's 
funeral  but  that,  at  that  time,  I  was  attending  the  funeral  of  another 
chief,  the  chief  of  American  writers,  the  ever  beloved  Washington 
Irving,  who  was  buried  among  his  kindred  on  the  banks  of  the  Hud- 
son. 

Shabbana,  pronounced  Shaw-bee-nay,  was  an  Indian  who  was  in 
advance  of  his  time.  He  sometimes  expressed  opinions  that  were 
similar  to  those  that  I  have  heard  here.  He  said  that  the  one  hope 
of  his  race  was  to  accept  civilization,  that  the  methods  of  life  which 
they  had  previously  pursued  were  impossible  under  the  present  con- 
dition of  things.  The  white  man  was  crowding  them  back,  the 
buffalo  were  disappearing,  and  there  was  no  hope  except  in  education 
and  civilization  ;  that  they  must  lay  aside  the  bow  and  arrow  and  the 
gun,  and  in  their  places  take  up  the  spade  and  the  plough.  He  was 
one  of  the  few  Indians  that  I  have  known  who  never  touched  or 
tasted  the  "fire-water."  Never  under  any  circumstances  would  he 
drink  it.  It  was  sometimes  offered  him  against  his  will,  and  he 
always  refused ;  but  he  would  willingly  accept  a  bunch  of  cigars.  I 
tried  to  persuade  him  to  go  to  a  photographer's  for  his  portrait,  but  he 
invariably  declined.  Shabbana  was  the  author  of  a  naive  remark, 
that  "  the  first  white  man  who  settled  here  was  a  Negro  '* !  Point-au- 
Sable,  a  native  of  San  Domingo,  having  made  his  advent  among  the 
Pottawattomies  of  Chicago  in  1 796. 

Among  my  army  acquaintances  was  Colonel  James  D.  Graham,  of 
the  Engineer  Corps,  who  spent  forty  years  on  the  frontier ;  and  during 
those  years  he  came  constantly  in  contact  with  the  Indians.  It  was 
his  testimony  that  he  had  never  known  any  Indian  outbreak  or  out- 
rages that  were  not  caused  directly  or  indirectly  by  wrongs  perpe- 
trated upon  them  by  white  men.  He  told  me  of  once  losing  a  valued 
horse.  The  colonel  had  given  up  all  hopes  of  ever  seeing  the  animal 
again,  when  an  Indian  came  in,  leading  the  horse.  He  had  ridden  three 
days  to  return  him,  and  refused  any  compensation.  He  was  content  to 
bring  back  the  horse  to  the  pale-faced  friend  who  had  been  kind  to 
him.  And  the  high-minded  old  colonel  asked,  "  Did  you  ever  hear 
of  a  white  man  ridmg  three  days  to  return  an  Indian's  horse  ? "  I 
think  he  might  have  substituted  "  three  hours  or  even  three  minutes  " 
for  "  days  "  in  his  inquiry. 

An  esteemed  delegate  has  suggested  that  I  should  say  a  word 
before  concluding,  in  regard  to  the  Indian  as  a  soldier.  During  the 
war  two  red  men  served  under  my  command  in  the  Vicksburg  cam- 
paign,—  one  a  Canadian,  the  other  a  Sioux.  I  may  safely  assert 
that  there  were  not  two  better  privates  in  my  battalion  of  Illinois 
cavalry  than  those  two  Indians,  both  of  whom,  I  regret  to  say,  were 
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killed  in  battle.  I  believe  the  red  men  well  adapted  for  cavalry  and 
scouting  service,  and  that  they  should  be  largely  employed  in  the 
army ;  and  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  announce  that  similar  views  are 
entertained  by  my  friend  General  Schofield,  one  of  the  heroes  of  the 
late  Civil  War,  and  the  ranking  officer  of  the  United  States  army. 

President  Gates  invited  Mr.  W.  H.  McElroy  to  speak,  and  intro- 
duced him  as  an  old  and  dear  personal  friend.  Mr.  McElroy  re- 
sponded in  a  few  words  of  his  own,  and  then  gave  some  extracts  from 
Emerson's  address  to  the  students  of  Dartmouth  college  in  1838, 
and  from  Charles  Sprague's  oration  on  the  American  Indian,  as  fine 
examples  of  eloquence.  He  closed  with  Leigh  Hunt's  "Abou  Ben 
Adhem,"  applying  it  to  the  host  of  the  Mohonk  Conference. 

Dr.  Lucien  C.  Warner  was  then  introduced. 

Dr.  Warner. —  Our  gatherings  here  have  hardly  been  a  reflection 
of  the  condition  of  the  Indian,  whose  cause  we  are  come  to  espouse. 
If  our  host  believed  in  object  teaching,  he  would  spread  the  hills  with 
tents  and  provide  us  each  with  a  blanket.  Instead  of  that,  we  are 
brought  into  sympathy  with  the  Indian  by  the  law  of  contrasts ;  for  we 
are  surrounded  with  the  results  of  the  highest  civilization.  Our  host 
is  so  modest  that  I  know  he  would  rather  have  us  pass  over  in  silence 
his  own  relations  to  this  Conference;  but  I  feel  that,  in  justice  to  the 
cause  which  we  represent,  a  word  should  be  said.  When  we  see  the 
improvements  which  have  been  made  in  the  condition  of  the  Indians 
during  the  past  twelve  or  fifteen  years,  we  have  great  cause  for  grati- 
tude. It  is  well  known  to  most  of  those  here  that  the  incentives  to 
these  improvements,  that  the  formulation  of  what  the  changes  should 
be,  that  the  line  upon  line  and  precept  upon  precept  needed  to  carry 
through  the  various  laws  necessary  for  the  improvement  of  the  Indian, 
have  originated  here  in  this  Mohonk  Conference.  I  can  go  one  step 
farther,  and  say  that  this  Conference  is  the  embodiment  of  the  wisdom 
and  foresight  and  generosity  of  our  host,  Mr.  Smiley. 

The  Mohonk  Conference  is  unique, —  unique  in  the  place  where  it 
is  held,  unique  in  its  composition,  unique  in  the  influence  it  has  exer- 
cised in  this  country.  It  could  not  be  held  in  Boston  or  New  York 
or  Philadelphia  or  in  any  city  of  this  country,  and  still  be  the  Mohonk 
Conference.  I  bless  God  therefore  for  the  man  who  has  made  it  pos- 
sible to  carry  it  on  here  these  many  years.  And,  as  a  slight  expres- 
sion of  our  obligation  to  him,  I  present  the  following  resolution :  — 

The  delegates  to  this  annual  Mohonk  Indian  Conference  desire  to  place  on 
record  their  indebtedness  to  our  generous  host  and  hostess,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Albert  K. 
Smiley,  for  their  hospitality  in  entertaining  the  members  of  this  Conference.  As 
individuals,  we  may  not  hope  to  repay  this  indebtedness  in  kind ;  but  we  trust  that 
the  benefits  which  these  Conferences  bring  to  the  Indian  and  the  incentive  to  bet- 
ter acts  and  nobler  lives  which  they  bring  to  each  of  us  will  be  to  them  a  sufficient 
reward. 

President  Gates  invited  Prof.  Gilmore  to  follow  Dr.  Warner. 

Prof.  J.  H.  Gilmore,  of  the  University  of  Rochester. —  It  seems 
perhaps  fitting  that  one  who  is  a  new-comer  among  you,  and  is  receiv- 
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ing  his  fisst  impressions,  should  say  a  word  or  two  in  seconding  the 
resolution  which  has  been  presented  in  recognition  of  the  graceful 
hospitality  of  our  noble  host.  My  own  impressions  are  those  alone 
that  I  can  give  you,  they  are  so  vivid  an^  so  fresh.  I  thank  the  Lord 
for  leading  me  —  for  I  do  believe  he  leads  us  —  to  this  beautiful  lake. 
I  am  impressed,  first  of  all,  with  the  handiwork  of  the  Creator,  with 
the  exceeding  beauty  of  this  lake  and  its  surroundings.  I  have  been 
wondering  whether  that  down-trodden  race  who  especially  enlist  our 
sympathy  appreciated  the  beauty  of  the  place.  I  have  to-day  been 
taking  my  second  lesson  in  Indian  dialects.  I  took  it  from  our 
ubiquitous  friend,  Mr.  LeRoy,  of  whom  we  all  ask  questions.  My 
first  lesson  was  taken  long  ago.  During  the  War  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  sent  word  to  the  governors  of  the  different  States,  stating 
that  a  certain  number  of  gun-boats  were  to  be  given  Indian  names, 
which  he  wished  the  governors  to  suggest ;  and  the  Governor  of  New 
Hampshire  turned  the  task  of  selecting  an  Indian  name  over  to  me. 

President  Gates. —  He  happened  to  be  the  son  of  the  governor. 

Prof.  GiLMORE. —  The  first  name  that  occurred  to  me  was  the  name 
"  Kearsarge,"  and  I  put  that  down  on  my  list.  That  happened  to  be 
selected,  and  it  became  the  name  of  the  historic  "  Kearsarge."  Some 
time  after  that  I  found  an  old  map  of  New  Hampshire,  and  among 
the  mountains  was  put  down  one  "Hezekiah  Sargent's  mountain." 
There  went  my  Indian  name  1  Hezekiah  Sargent's  mountain,  Kiah 
Sargent's  mountain,  Kiah  Sarge  mountain,  Kearsarge  ! 

I  wanted  to  know  in  reference  to  this  name  Mohonk.  I  thought 
perhaps  it  might  mean  "beautiful  water  in  a  high  place"  or  "the 
smile  of  the  Great  Spirit " :  I  thought  there  ought  to  be  something 
Smiley  about  it.  I  asked  Mr.  LeRoy  if  it  were  Indian.  He  said  it 
was,  that  it  meant  "on  the  high  sky  top."  That  is  where  we  have 
all  been  for  several  days,  in  a  condition  not  merely  of  physical  eleva- 
tion, but  intellectually  and  spiritually.  And  now  I  hope  we  are  going 
down  into  the  lowlands,  wherever  we  can  among  the  degraded  and 
down-trodden,  with  the  spirit  and  desire  to  lift  them  up  and  ennoble 
them. 

We  have  been  on  the  sky  top  largely  because  of  the  beautiful 
Christian  character  and  the  beautiful  life  which  bear  sway  within  this 
house.  If  this  lake  cannot  be  called  the  "  smile  of  the  Great  Spirit," 
we  have  seen  the  smile  of  the  Great  Spirit  on  the  face  of  our  host. 
Thank  God  for  putting  it  into  the  heart  of  our  friend  to  invite  us  this 
year,  and  for  the  beauty  of  the  place,  and  for  the  Christian  character 
and  life  that  permeate  this  house,  and  for  the  spirit  that  animates 
this  Conference ! 

I  had  heard  of  this  Conference  before,  and  have  heard  it  severely 
criticised.  I  have  been  surprised  at  the  plainness  of  the  utterances. 
I  have  heard  it  said  that  you  come  together  to  concoct  plans  to 
coddle  the  Indians.  But  I  have  heard  men  say  here  that  they  did 
not  want  to  coddle  the  Indian ;  all  they  wanted  was  to  treat  him  as  a 
human  being.  I  heard  one  man  say  that  the  only  good  Indian  is  a 
dead  Indian ;  and  I  believe  it  is  God's  truth  that  he  said.  And  then 
he  went  on  to  say  that  the  only  good  white  man  is  a  dead  white  man  ; 
that  is,  a  man,  red  or  white,  must  be  dead  to  sin  and  alive  to  righteous- 
ness, or  he  is  no  man  at  all.     That  was  the  thought  brought  out  here. 
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I  have  been  surprised  to  see  how  you  differ,  and  how  yon  agree  to 
differ.  Here  are  advocates  of  government  schools;  and  every  one 
says,  Amen,  the  more,  the  better.  And,  then,  there  are  advocates  of 
industrial  schools;  and  you- agree  to  that.  And,  when  Captain  Pratt 
develops  his  idea  of  planting  those  schools  here  and  scattering  their 
pupils  throughout  the  East,  every  one  says.  Amen.  And,  when  the 
idea  was  set  forth  of  training  them  and  sending  them  back,  every  one 
shouted.  Amen.  Then  General  Howard  insisted  that  the  main  idea 
was  that  the  gospel  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  must  reach  the  human 
heart ;  and  to  this  plea  for  distinctively  Christian  schools  you  still 
cried.  Amen.  It  is  wonderful, —  this  diversity  of  opinion  and  yet 
unity  of  purpose.  Under  the  influence  of  the  overruling  spirit  of 
God,  men  and  women  of  strong  mind  and  will  can  work  in  harmony. 
As  Milton  says  in  his  "  Areopagiiica,"  "  Differences  of  opinion  need 
not  interrupt  the  unity  of  the  spirit,  if  we  can  find  within  us  the  bond 
of  peace." 

In  view  of  the  spirit  that  prevails  here  we  may  well  say,  like 
Dickens's  Tiny  Tim,  "  God  bless  us  every  one ! "  God  bless  these 
earnest  workers,  and  bless  this  Conference,  and  make  it  productive 
of  greater  good  to  the  Indian  than  ever ! 

President  Gates. —  You  will  not  think  any  less  of  my  old  college 
professor  when  you  know  that  he  is  the  author  of  that  beautiful  hymn, 
"  He  leadeth  me,"  which  has  been  translated  into  many  languages. 

We  want  you  to  feel,  our  dearly  loved  host,  that  we  have  been  with 
you  so  long  that  we  have  a  right  to  say  something  sweet  to  you,  if  we 
want  to. 

The  resolution  of  thanks  was  then  passed. 

Mr.  Smiley. —  I  cannot  thank  you  sufficiently  for  these  kind  words. 
It  is  a  great  pleasure  to  me  to  have  this  Conference  here.  The  pleas- 
antest  time  of  the  year  is  when  this  Conference  gathers.  It  has  had 
a  natural  growth,  as  this  building  has  had  a  natural  growth.  The 
thing  which  I  aimed  at  in  establishing  it  is  accomplished  every  year. 
There  is  perfect  freedom  of  discussion,  without  malice  or  bitterness. 
There  is  freedom  in  the  expression  of  differences  of  opinion,  and  then 
a  quiet  acquiescence  in  the  best  judgment,  so  that  our  platform  is 
adopted  without  dissension.  I  feel  exceedingly  grateful  to  you  all 
for  coming,  and  I  hope  you  will  be  here  next  year.  There  have  been 
between  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  and  one  hundred  and  seventy  in 
attendance,  a  little  larger  than  ever  before. 

Two  hundred  years  ago  these  mountains  and  valleys  were  filled 
with  Indians.  This  particular  mountain  was  a  fastness.  They  could 
retreat  here,  where  no  one  could  find  them.  Sky  Top  is  the  point 
over  which  the  first  line  made  in  this  country  from  the  Hudson  River 
west  was  drawn.  The  line  runs  through  this  parlor.  It  has  held  the 
name  over  two  hundred  years.  The  name  of  the  mountain  Shawn- 
gunk  means  White  Rock.  The  name  of  Mohonk  was  put  on  record 
two  hundred  years  ago.  It  was  first  applied  to  the  mountain  and 
afterward  to  the  lake. 
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Our  next  Conference  will  be  just  one  day  earlier  in  the  month.  It 
begins  Tuesday  night.     I  hope  you  will  all  try  to  be  here. 

I  want  to  thank  you  again  for  the  kind  words  that  have  been 
spoken. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  presiding  officer  was  unanimously  passed. 

After  the  singing  of  a  hymn  and  the  benediction  the  Conference 
adjourned  at  1 1  p.m. 
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PREFACE. 


The  twelfth  annual  meeting  of  the  Lake  Mohonk  Conference  of  Friends  of 
the  Indians  was  held,  through  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  K.  Smiley,  at  the 
Lake  Mohonk  House,  Ulster  County,  Oct.  lo,  ii,  and  12,  1894.  Six  sessions  were 
held.  No  papers  were  read ;  but  the  entire  time  was  taken  up  with  addresses  and 
discussions,  which  were  stenographically  reported. 

One  copy  of  this  report  is  sent  to  each  member  of  the  Conference.  If  other 
copies  are  desired,  application  may  be  made  to  Mr.  A.  K.  Smiley. 

Dec  31, 1894. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CONTENTS. 

/ 

PAGS 

Officers  and  Committees 2 

Preface 3 

First  Session. 

President's  Address,  by  Hon.  M.  E.  Gates 7 

Survey  of  the  Field,  by  Gen.  E.  Whittlesey 17 

Address  on  Indian  Schools,  by  Dr.  W.  N.  Hailmann 19 

Work  for  Indian  Women,  by  Miss  Sybil  Carter 23 

The  Indians  of  the  Indian  Territory,  by  Hon.  H.  L.  Dawes 27 

Second  Session. 

Reminiscences  of  Indian  Work : 

Address  by  Rev.  H.  B.  Frissell 35 

Address  by  Mr.  A.  K.  Smiley 38 

Address  by  Hon.  William  Strong 39 

Address  by  Rev.  M.  E.  Strieby,  D.D 41 

Address  by  Dr.  Lyman  Abbott       42 

Address  by  Bishop  Whipple 45 

The  Effect  of  Education  on  the  Indian,  by  Frederick  Treon,  M.D.  .    .    .  52 

Citizenship  for  the  Red  Man  (a  poem),  by  Miss  Edna  Dean  Proctor     .    .  59 

Third  Session. 

Letter  on  John  Eliot's  Bible,  by  Rev.  E.  E.  Hale,  D.D 60 

Work  and  Wages  for  Indians,  by  Miss  Sybil  Carter 63 

Address  by  Capt.  R.  H.  Pratt 66 

Indian  Industries  League,  by  Miss  Frances  C.  Sparhawk 71 

Address  by  Rev.  J.  W.  Harding 72 

Address  by  Mrs.  A.  S.  Quinton 73 

Address  by  Bishop  Whipple 74 

Address  by  Capt.  W.  W.  Wotherspoon 77 

Address  by  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard 81 

Address  by  Miss  Mary  E.  Dewey 82 

Fourth  Session. 

The  Leasing  of  Indian  Lands,  by  Prof.  C.  C.  Painter 85 

Indians  in  the  Indian  Territory,  by  Mr.  John  B.  Garrett, 88 

Address  by  Rev.  A.  E.  Dunning 90 

Law  for  the  Indian,  by  Austin  Abbott,  LL.D 92 

Free  Parliament.  Speakers:  Hon.  W.  H.  Arnoux,  Gen.  John  Eaton, 
Rev.  C.  J.  Ryder,  D.D.,  Hon  Darwin  R.  James,  Mr.  Frank  Wood, 
Capt  J.  G.  Bourke,  Dr.  H.  M.  Field 97-107 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Fifth  Session.  pagb 

A  Vanishing  Policy,  by  Dr.  M.  E.  Gates io8 

Educational  "Work  for  the  Indians,  by  Dr.  W.  N.  Hailmann no 

Addresses  by  Gen.  Eaton,  Mr.  Herbert  Welsh,  Mr.  A.  K.  Smiley,  Presi- 
dent Meserve     113-121 

Letter  from  John  H.  Seger 121 

Report  of  Visit  among  Indians  in  the  West,  including  Letters  from  Ind- 
ians, an  Address  by  Hon.  Darwin  R.  James 123 

Address  by  Rev.  Dr.  James  M.  King 126 

Address  by  Bishop  Walker 130 

Reports  from  Denominational  Societies : 

By  Dr.  T.  A.  Nelson 133 

By  Mrs.  A.  S.  Quinton 134 

By  Mrs.  Clinton  B.  Fisk 135 

By  Mrs.  Myra  Frye 137 

By  Mrs.  S.  H.  BuUard 137 

Miss  Cornelius  as  a  Nurse 138 

Sixth  Session. 

Address  by  President  Gates 139 

Address  by  President  Magill 140 

Address  by  Dr.  M.  E.  Strieby 141 

Address  by  Gen.  E.  Whittlesey 142 

How  to  secure  Good  Agents,  by  Mr.  Herbert  Welsh 143 

Five-minute  Remarks,  by  Prof.  A.  D.  Morse,  Rev.  Alexander   Proud  fit, 

Dr.  Henry  Hartshorne 145-148 

Report  of  Business  Committee,  by  P.  C.  Garrett,  Chairman 148 

The  Mohonk  Platform 149 

Closing  Speeches,  by  Miss  Kate  Foote,  Dr.  Theodore  L.  Cuyler,  and  Mr. 

A.  K.  Smiley 152-154 


List  of  Members 155 

List  of  Speakers  and  Writers 160 

Index  of  Subjects 161 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  TWELFTH   LAKE  MOHONK  INDIAN 
CONFERENCE. 


Wednesday,  October  lo,  1894. 


The  twelfth  annual  meeting  of  the  Lake  Mohonk  Indian  Con- 
ference began  at  the  Lake  Mohonk  House,  Ulster  County,  New 
York,  on  Wednesday,  Oct.  10,  1894,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the 
morning. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  Bishop  Whipple. 

The  Conference  was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  A.  K.  Smiley,  the 
host,  at  whose  invitation  all  the  members  were  assembled.  "  It  is,'^ 
said  Mr.  Smiley,  "  a  great  satisfaction  to  see  so  many  of  you  here, 
two  hundred  who  have  come  expressly  to  attend  this  Conference, 
besides  one  hundred  and  fifty  guests  already  in  the  house,  whom 
we  shall  count  as  members  of  the  Conference.  It  is  a  pleasure  to 
see  so  many  men  and  women  here  who  are  veterans  in  the  service, 
who  have  been  identified  with  it  from  the  beginning,  and  who  have 
seen  the  great  change  wrought  in  the  condition  of  the  Indians.  It 
is  also  pleasant  to  see  so  many  new  and  earnest  men  and  women 
coming  up  here  to  help  us  solve  this  great  Indian  problem.  It  is 
my  great  desire,  as  I  have  no  doubt  it  is  yours,  to  do  something 
that  shall  help  the  Indians  in  the  future.  My  object  in  calling  you 
together  is  that  we  may  get  a  variety  of  views.  All  the  views  that 
are  presented  are  to  be  discussed,  and  at  the  close  of  the  Conference 
we  shall  try  to  arrive  at  some  general  conclusions  which  shall  be 
unanimously  adopted.  We  have  accomplished  this  in  great  measure 
in  past  years,  and  I  hope  this  year  will  prove  no  exception.  I  give 
you  all  a  hearty  welcome." 

Mr.  Smiley  then  nominated  Hon.  Merrill  E.  Gates  as  chairman 
of  the  Conference.  Dr.  Gates  was  unanimously  elected,  and,  in  ac- 
cepting the  chair,  spoke  as  follows :  — 


PRESIDENTS  ADDRESS. 

BY  HON.  MERRILL  E.  GATES,  LL.D. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen^ — Political  science  tells  us  that  it  is  dan- 
gerous to  give  absolute  authority  to  any  monarch,  even. though  he 
should  be  very  good  and  very  wise, —  dangerous  to  let  him  manage 
everything  to  suit  himself.  Mr.  Smiley  has  a  way  of  arranging 
everything  here  for  our  pleasure,  and  his  sway  is  an  approach  to 
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that  dangerously  attractive  rule  of  the  benevolent  autocrat  which, 
for  the  most  part,  lulls  into  placid  acquiescence  the  well-pleased 
subjects.  But  now  and  then  he  is  impelled  to  do  an  arbitrary  and 
unwise  thing  (like  putting  me  into  this  chair)  to  remind  you  that 
it  is  not  wise  to  trust  always  to  an  absolute  monarch,  however  good 
his  intentions  may  be.  You  bear  his  arbitrary  selection  as  well  as 
you  can  when  he  thus  reminds  you  of  his  autocratic  power ;  and  I 
thank  you  that  you  so  generously  help  me  to  "  make  the  best  of  it " 

PROGRESS,  BUT  NOT  YET  ATTAINMENT. 

I  know  that  we  have  all  been  touched,  and  have  been  prepared 
for  our  work  together,  by  the  worship  of  the  morning  and  by  the 
words  of  our  host.  This  has  never  been  simply  a  pleasure  excursion 
which  has  brought  us  to  the  summit  of  Mohonk,  although  we  have 
found  so  much  of  pleasure  here,  and  have  been  reminded  of  a  phrase 
of  quaint  old  Andrew  Fuller :  "  We  serve  not  a  God  so  severe  but 
that  he  alloweth  us  sauce  to  our  meat,  and  recreation  with  our  vo- 
cation." Earnest  purpose  and  high  endeavor  have  characterized 
our  meetings,  even  in  the  fairest  weather  and  the  pleasantest  social 
surroundings.  When  we  have  met  in  the  most  glorious  autumn 
weather,  with  the  sun  shining,  we  have  rejoiced.  And  this  morning, 
as  the  storm  rages  and  the  rain  pours,  I  am  reminded  of  a  letter 
of  Carlyle,  written  out  of  the  depths  of  London  fog  and  gloom,  to 
Emerson,  over  seas.  He  says  that  he  is  terribly  depressed,  that  for 
days  the  bleakest  of  winds  has  been  blowing  thick  clouds  about  him ; 
but  in  thought  he  rises  above  all  the  gloom,  and  says,  "  Remember, 
only  a  mile  straight  up,  and  it  is  clear,  eternal  blue  all  the  year 
round."  So  whatever  difficulties  and  doubts  may  overlie  this  Indian 
problem,  as  the  storm-cloud  lies  over  us  this  morning,  we  know  that, 
if  we  lift  up  our  eyes  to  the  unchanging  principles  which  always 
govern,  the  pure,  clear  sunshine  of  God's  truth  is  always  there,  un- 
clouded ;  and  from  the  Author  of  Truth  a  light,  a  heat,  a  drawing- 
power,  ray  out,  and  insure  the  maintenance  of  the  laws  which  hold 
all  human  affairs  subject  to  divine  order,  and  all  the  spheres  of 
heaven  in  place.  As  friends  of  justice  and  of  Christianization  for 
the  Indians,  we  are  on  the  right  side.  And  perhaps  we  have  made 
as  much  progress  in  these  last  ten  years  as  it  is  well  for  us  to  make. 
If  we  believed  that  this  work  was  easy,  that  we  could  right  all  wrongs 
and  accomplish  all  needed  reforms  by  simply  meeting  here,  enjoying 
our  philanthropic  "  strawberries  and  whipped  cream,"  we  should  not 
be  fitted  to  do  the  work  required  of  soldiers  of  the  cross.  Much  that 
is  hard  remains  to  be  done,  and  ought  soon  to  be  begun.  But  there 
is  progress  enough  to  keep  us  in  good  courage. 

"THE    UNWEARIED,    UNOSTENTATIOUS,    INGLORIOUS    STRUGGLE." 

When  Lecky,  the  historian  of  European  Morals,  wished  to  single 
out  for  record  "  the  three  or  four  perfectly  virtuous  acts  recorded  in 
the  history  of  nations,"  he  names  among  them,  as  the  crowning  glory 
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of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race,  the  "  unwearied,  unostentatious,  and  inglori- 
ous struggle  against  slavery  "  which  has  been  waged  by  the  men  and 
women  of  our  blood  through  the  centuries.  We  have  seen  some- 
thing of  that  crusade,  "unostentatious,  unwearied,"  and  for  a  long 
time  "  inglorious  " ;  and  we  have  seen  something  of  the  after-results 
of  slavery,  though  we  have  still  much  to  account  for  with  the  race  so 
long  enslaved  in  America  before  we  can  hope  to  regard  our  long 
account  with  them  as  settled-  And  so  great  is  the  number  of  our 
Negro  fellow-citizens,  the  seven  millions  to  whom  we  owe  a  debt  of 
helpful  service,  that,  when  we  meet  here  to  deliberate  about  the  wel- 
fare of  a  quarter  of  a  million  Indians,  our  work  sometimes  seems 
lacking  in  the  sense  of  importance  which  attends  upon  planning  for 
large  numbers.  While  it  is  true  that,  reckoned  numerically,  the  in- 
terests for  which  we  work  here  do  not  concern  millions  of  people,  yet 
we  need  to  be  reminded  that,  if  a  city  of  a  quarter  of  a  million  inhabi- 
tants were  overtaken  by  a  conflagration,  or  by  any  great  calamity 
which  left  its  citizens  in  need  of  help,  how  quickly  we  should 
respond  to  appeals  for  aid !  And  the  quarter  of  a  million  of 
Indians  do  not  need  to  be  set  apart  in  a  city  by  themselves  to  con- 
vince us  that  there  are  enough  of  them,  and  that  they  are  needy 
enough,  to  call  forth  our  sympathy.  A  passion  for  finding  out  what, 
we  can  do  to  help  this  or  that  class  among  us  has  grown  up  in  the 
hearts  of  Christian  people.  Many  of  you  remember  that  bright 
young  English  woman  who,  five  or  six  years  ago,  came  to  this  country 
on  a  special  mission !  She  had  found  out  that  our  telegraph  messen- 
ger boys  had  no  society  for  disseminating  the  gospel  among  them,  and 
she  had  come  from  London  to  undertake  the  especial  work  of  forming 
such  a  mission.  Often  contiguity  in  a  city,  the  bond  of  neighbor- 
hood association,  indicates  for  us  those  whom  we  are  under  especial 
obligation  to  help.  But  who  is  the  Indian's  neighbor  ?  Where  is 
the  community  which  from  motives  of  contiguity  will  be  interested  in 
him  ?  With  what  kind  of  men  is  he  thrown  into  association,  when 
his  "  white  neighbors  "  are  his  associates  ?  The  answer  to  these 
questions  you  all  know.  The  Indians  are  the  most  friendless  race 
among  us,  and  they  have  not  even  that  great  compensating  gain 
which  the  God  of  infinite  justice  and  mercy  has  given  to  the  recently 
enslaved  Negro  race.  The  Negro,  as  a  result  of  slavery,  knows  how 
to  labor.  This  is  one  good  result  among  many  bad  results  of  genera- 
tions of  unrequited  toil  in  slavery.  The  inherited  capacity  for  steady 
industry  is  the  better  side  of  the  results  of  slavery.  Subjected  to  the 
hard  tasks  of  the  plantation,  the  slave  and  his  descendants,  as  an 
**  advantage  of  their  disadvantages,"  at  least  know  how  to  toil.  All 
this  discipline  of  toil  has  been  denied  to  the  "  people  of  the  restless 
foot  and  the  wandering  eye,"  as  our  beloved  missionary,  Bishop  Whip- 
ple, has  called  the  Indians.  Their  right  arm  has  never  been  taught 
to  labor.  They  must  be  saved  from  their  own  love  of  idleness.  The 
Indians  are  still  the  slaves  of  that  liberty^  uncontrolled  by  laic,  which 
ruins  and  enslaves  those  who  fancy  themselves  free  to  follow  their 
lowest  desires.  We  ought  to  feel,  we  do  feel,  a  chivalrous  desire  to 
save  them  from  themselves.     And  the  hope  that  we  can  be  of  help 
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to  them,  though  they  be  comparatively  few  in  number,  may  well  bind 
us  to  one  another  with  the  pleasant  sense  of  comradeship  in  service. 
I  like  to  think  that  if  Mr.  Howells  were  indeed  conducting  his 
amiable  "Visitor  from  Altruria"  through  our  country,  and  were  to 
bring  him  to  Mohonk  this  week,  his  benevolent  and  other-worldly 
visitor  would  feel  himself  very  much  at  home  among  us  here, 
as  truly  at  home  as  in  any  unselfish  gathering  to  which  he  could  be 
introduced. 

PROGRESS    WITHIN    TEN    YEARS. 

Some  things  in  the  past  we  may  review  with  pleasure.  It  is  ten 
years  since  I  first  attended  one  of  these  Conferences,  and  it  is  inter- 
esting to  think  how  much  has  been  accomplished  since  that  time. 

THE    TRIBAL    RELATION    IS    REPLACED    BY    THE    FAMILY    RELATION. 

At  that  meeting,  when  any  one  of  us  dared  to  say  that  the  tribal 
relation  should  be  broken  up,  there  were  those  who  declared,  almost 
"  with  tears,"  that  we  had  no  right  to  touch  that  sacred  relation  ;  that 
this  tribal  tie  was  peculiar  to  the  Indians,  was  their  distinguishing 
mark,  their  birthright ;  and  that  we  had  no  right  to  force  upon  them 
our  American  ideas  of  the  family  and  the  State.  Then  we  began  to 
compare  views ;  and  by  virtue  of  those  qualities  which  Kidd  in  his 
Social  Evolution  reminds  us  are  those  that  carry  man  beyond  and 
above  his  brother  animals, —  by  virtue  of  our  capacity  to  modify  our 
instincts  and  our  habits  by  reason^  and  to  act  at  once  socially  and 
rationally, —  we  were  able  to  exchange  views  and  to  arrive  at  truth, 
until  now  you  cannot  find  any  one  who  will  defend  the  maintenance 
of  the  tribal  relation. 

THE    RESERVATION    SYSTEM    IS    DOOMED. 

When  some  of  us  who  were  thought  to  be  fanatics  began  to  say  that 
the  reservation  must  be  broken  up,  many  others  said :  **  No !  By  sacred 
treaty  stipulations,  we  must  keep  the  reservations  intact  forever.** 
But  a  careful  study  of  the  subject  showed  us  that  no  people  could  ac- 
quire a  national  right  in  the  soil,  in  any  proper  sense,  whose  claim  was 
based  merely  on  roving  over  the  country  to  hunt  and  fish.  The  con- ' 
viction  deepened  that  the  changes  asked  for  were  really  in  the  interest 
of  the  Indians,  and  that  we  might  safely  modify  the  treaties  if  we 
did  so  in  the  spirit  of  just  and  kind  regard  for  their  best  interests. 
All  now  see  that  the  reservation  is  an  unmitigated  evil.  We  have 
tried  in  vain  to  mitigate  its  evils.     It  must  go.     It  is  going. 

THE    SEVERALTY    BILL    IS    IN    OPERATION. 

You  remember  our  first  efforts  to  secure  a  bill  giving  land  in  sev- 
eralty to  Indians,  and  how  hopelessly  improbable  seemed  its  passage 
by  Congress.     Yet  for  a  long  time,  now,  this  law  has  been  upon  the 
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statute  books.  The  important  question  to-day  is*  whether  it  is  not  be- 
ing applied  too  rapidly,  and  in  certain  tribes  with  too  little  real  regard 
for  the  welfare  of  the  Indians.  Many  fear  that  in  some  reservations 
it  is  not  the  interest  of  the  Indians  that  is  considered,  but  the  inter- 
ests of  the  white  men  who  want  the  land.  Senator  Dawes,  who 
drafted  that  bill  and  carried  it  through  Congress,  warns  us  that  we 
may  be  in  danger  of  going  too  fast.  At  these  sessions,  through  our 
workers  from  the  field,  we  hope  to  learn  what  are  the  weak  points  in 
the  law  and  the  dangers  in  its  execution.  But  the  idea  that  seemed 
so  hopeless  ten  years  ago,  to  give  a  home  to  every  Indian  family,  has 
passed  into  the  laws  of  the  land,  because  men  and  women  have  ap- 
plied themselves  to  educating  the  conscience  of  the  people.  Friends 
who  gather  here  have  been  in  position  to  disseminate  ideas,  to  in- 
fluence and  control  public  opinion  upon  this  question. 

We  owe  much  to  the  weekly  religious  press,  which  has  advocated 
these  views, —  and  not  only  to  the  religious  press,  but  to  the  secular 
press,  especially  to  the  journals  which  have  been  represented  at 
Mohonk,  and  to  those  which  have  indorsed  or  have  helpfully  criti- 
cised our  views. 

WE    HAVE   SCHOOLS    FOR   TWO-THIRDS   OF    ALL   THE   INDIAN    CHILDREN. 

About  eight  years  ago,  when  at  one  of  our  Washington  Conferences 
we  were  drafting  the  platform,  I  remember  proposing  that  we  incor- 
porate a  request  to  Congress  X.o  provide  immediately  a  system  of  schools 
for  the  Indians  at  the  governmenf  s  expense^  adequate  to  teach  all  the  Ind- 
ian children  and  youth.  When  this  proposed  resolution  was  brought 
before  the  Conference,  many  said :  "  Let  us  not  embody  in  the 
platform  a  request  which  may  be  called  Quixotic.  It  is  utterly  hope- 
less that  we  should  have  for  many  years  schools  enough  for  all  the 
Indian  children.  Do  not  ask  for  anything  so  impracticable,  or  Con- 
gress will  do  nothing."  Nevertheless,  we  did  ask  for  such  a  system. 
And  how  much  nearer  we  have  already  come  to  attaining  such  a  sys- 
tem than  we  dared  to  hope  would  be  possible  within  a  few  years  ! 
We  actually  have  school  accommodations  now  provided,  1  suppose, 
for  fully  two-thirds  of  the  Indian  children  of  school  age.  Is  that  a 
correct  statement.  Dr.  Dorchester  ."* 

Dr.  Dorchester  (ex-Superintendent  of  Indian  Schools).  —  Just 
about  two-thirds. 

BErrER     STILL,     GET     INDIAN     CHILDREN     INTO     OUR     PUBLIC     SCHOOL 

SYSTEM. 

President  Gates.  —  And  we  all  hope  that  school  accommodations 
will  be  at  once  provided  for  the  remaining  third.  But  what  we 
desire,  as  a  better  thing  than  the  provision  of  additional  schools  ex- 
clusively for  the  Indians,  is  the  placing  of  the  Indian  children  and 
youth  in  the  public  school  system  of  our  States  and  Territories, 
either  in  the  West  or  in  the  East.  To  have  a  uniform  school  system 
extend  over  the  white  children  and  the  Indian  children  in  the  States 
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and  Territories  which  contain  Indian  reservations,  is  the  object  for 
which  we  should  strive.  To  provide  in  some  way  (by  a  proper  use 
of  funds  held  in  trust  for  the  Indians)  for  the  necessary  expenses  for 
highways,  schools,  and  courts  of  justice  for  those  reservations  where 
Indians  have  taken  land  in  severalty,  is  a  practical  measure  which 
this  Conference  should  strongly  advocate.  One  system  of  law  and 
courts,  one  system  of  public  schools,  for  the  white  citizens  and  the 
red  citizens  of  these  States,  is  the  end  at  which  we  should  aim. 

A       VANISHING     POLICY       IS      WHAT     WE      WANT       FOR      THE      INDIAN 

QUESTION. 

We  do  not  want  to  perpetuate  a  distinctive  Indian  policy  of  any 
kind.  We  want  to  see  the  beginning  of  the  end  of  special  legislation 
and  special  administration  for  Indians. 

As  we  have  compared  views  here  for  the  last  ten  years,  always 
welcoming  the  clearest  expression  of  diverging  views,  three  stubborn 
facts  have  come  to  the  front  again  and  again. 

THE     AGENT     MAKES     OR     MARS     THE    RESERVATION. CHANGES      FOR 

POLITICAL   AND    PARTISAN    REASONS   ARE    A     CURSE. 

T.  While  the  Indians  are  in  this  transition  stage  from  reservation 
life  to  intelligent  citizenship,  while  there  is  an  "Indian  problem," 
the  Indian  agent  is  the  key  to  that  problem.  We  hope  that  within  a 
few  years  reservation  and  agent  may  alike  be  things  of  the  past. 
But  for  the  present,  with  several  tribes,  the  agent  is  an  absolute 
necessity.  Under  our  present  laws  for  reservation  life  we  find  that 
wherever  we  have  a  good  agent,  a  man  of  integrity,  of  moral  power  and 
of  experience,  we  begin  to  see  prosperity,  progress,  and  hope  on  the 
reservation,  whatever  the  past  life  there  may  have  been.  And  wher- 
ever and  whenever  at  a  given  agency  the  position  of  agent  is  filled 
by  a  weak  man,  a  wicked  man,  or  an  incompetent  partisan,  a  miser- 
able henchman,  the  creature  of  the  spoils  system,  at  that  reservation, 
however  promising  the  progress  may  have  been  before  his  advent, 
we  find  that  a  hopeless  state  of  affairs  at  once  ensues.  What  had 
been  gained  is  speedily  lost.  In  the  place  of  progress  and  hopeful- 
ness we  have  discontent,  despair,  and  a  relapse  into  savagery,  if  not 
lawless  acts  of  outrage.  It  is  more  evident  with  each  year  of  expe- 
rience that  the  lack  of  a  systematic  application  of  the  approved  prin- 
ciples of  civil  service  reform  is  the  great  lack  of  our  agency  system. 
President  Cleveland,  in  his  first  administration,  comes  into  office 
with  promises  of  reform.  Yet,  out  of  sixty-two  or  three  agents, 
he  displaces  all  but  three,  and  in  most  cases  appoints  men  of 
less  experience,  and  frequently  of  no  character.  Of  course,  the 
work  goes  backward.  President  Harrison  succeeds  him  with  the 
same  assurances  of  interest  in  the  Indians,  and  the  same  promises  of 
reform.  Yet  he  makes  exactly  the  same  record,  displacing  all  but 
three  or   four  of   the  Indian  agents  during  his  term  of   office.     It 
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seems  as  if  Providence,  by  this  exact  balancing  of  the  number  of 
displacements  for  political  reasons,  for  what  seem  to  be  partisan 
reasons,  under  these  two  administrations,  one  of  each  party,  had  pur- 
posely arranged  matters  so  as  to  enable  all  who  believe  in  civil  service 
reform  to  express  themselves  with  utter  freedom  concerning  this 
matter  without  incurring  the  charge  of  partisan  bias !  We  find  that 
this  accursed  spoils  system  overturns  all  that  has  been  accomplished 
in  the  way  of  progress  on  the  reservations.  No  sooner  is  a  prom- 
ising state  of  affairs  secured  under  a  wise  agent  than  his  displace- 
ment by  a  new  and  inexperienced  man  extinguishes  hope  and  stops 
progress. 

How  are  we  going  to  put  an  end  to  this  state  of  affairs  ?  Let  us 
not  forget  to  recognize  the  great  service  which  President  Harrison 
did  to  the  cause  by  extending  civil  service  regulations  so  as  to 
cover  a  large  number  of  the  employees  of  the  Indian  service.  And 
let  us  not  forget  that  President  Cleveland,  since  he  began  his  second 
administration,  has  done  us  great  service  by  still  farther  extending 
these  regulations.  But,  after  all,  the  agent  is  the  pivotal  point  on  each 
reservation.  And  because  agents  are  appointed  by  the  President, 
"  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,"  it  is  sometimes 
said  that  we  cannot  get  the  agents  under  civil  service  regulations. 
Those  of  us  who  have  had  experience  at  Washington  know  how  difficult 
it  is  to  rescue  from  the  grip  of  the  spoilsmen  any  appointments  upon 
which  senators  or  representatives  have  succeeded  in  laying  their 
hands  to  make  of  them  personal  perquisites  or  party  capital.  Miss 
Sparhawk  has  recently  written  a  story  which  I  have  just  had  the 
pleasure  of  reading  in  manuscript,  which  is  soon  to  be  published, 
and  I  trust  may  have  a  wide  circulation.  She  calls  the  story  "  Sen- 
ator Intrigue  and  Inspector  Nose  by.' ^  The  dramatic  scenes  in  which 
she  presents  the  evils  that  attend  the  displacement  of  the  good 
agent  by  the  bad,  are  not  overdrawn,  but  can  be  duplicated,  in  fact, 
at  reservation  after  reservation.  I  think  that  we  ought  to  have  from 
this  Conference  such  a  deliverance  of  public  opinion  as  shall  lay 
most  emphatically  before  the  President  of  the  United  States  his 
duty  to  make  no  changes  in  Indian  agents  except  where  a  change  is 
necessary  in  order  to  put  out  inefficient  and  morally  bad  agents; 
and  then  to  appoint  to  vacancies  so  made  only  men  of  approved  fit- 
ness for  the  work,  and  to  appoint  them  under  the  principles  dnd  in 
accordance  with  the  spirit  of  that  civil  service  reform  which  he  him- 
self has  so  strongly  favored.  If  the  President  of  the  United  States 
will  announce  that  hereafter  he  will  not  appoint  any  man  to  an  Ind- 
ian agency  unless  that  man  has  first  been  recommended  by  a  non- 
partisan commission  whom  the  President  might  name  (either  the 
United  States  Board  of  Civil  Service  Commissioners,  or,  better  still, 
a  non-partisan  committee  of  experienced  friends  of  the  Indians)  he 
would  do  more  to  forward  the  civilization  of  the  Indians  and  their 
fitness  for  citizenship  than  can  be  accomplished  by  any  other  one  act 
which  it  is  now  within  his  power  to  perform. 
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A    GRADUAL    PROCESS    OF    THOROUGH    EDUCATION. 

2.  The  second  fact  which  appears  with  increasing  clearness  from 
year  to  year  is  that  the  reform  we  seek  can  be  secured  only  by  a 
gradual  process  of  education.  It  was  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
inauguration  of  reform  that  we  have  certain  laws  enacted.  The  most 
important  of  these  needed  laws  are  already  upon  our  statute  books. 
But  no  law  can  make  a  bad  man  good,  or  a  savage  man  civilized. 
We  hope  to  do  in  a  generation  or  two  for  the  Indians,  by  education 
and  Christianization,  what  a  slow  process  of  social  evolution,  if  left 
to  itself,  would  take  centuries  to  accomplish.  Many  of  us  remember 
that,  when  President  McCosh  of  Princeton,  at  our  Conference  two  or 
three  years  ago,  read  to  us  a  most  interesting  paper  upon  this  sub- 
ject, he  began  by  saying  that  he  felt  a  warm  interest  in  this  question 
because  he  was  descended  from  a  tribe  of  men,  the  wild  Highlanders 
of  Scotland,  who  but  a  few  generations  ago  wore  nearly  as  much 
paint  and  as  little  clothing  as  the  Indian  tribes  which  interest  us 
here ;  and  he  had  felt  that  what  had  been  done  for  his  own  people  by 
Christian  missions  and  schools,  by  like  means  we  could  accomplish 
for  this  inferior  race,  so  long  the  "  wards  of  the  United  States.*' 

We  are  attempting  to  accomplish  much  in  a  short  time.  Our  hope 
lies  in  a  general  and  thorough  system  of  education, —  of  education 
for  the  hand  and  the  heart  as  well  as  for  the  head  !  Such  a  work  of 
education  takes  time,  and  calls  for  patience.  It  demands  a  well-de- 
fined and  an  adequate  policy. 


SHOULD     NOT     INDIAN     SCHOOLS     BE     UNDER     THE     COMMISSIONER     OF 

EDUCATION. 

And,  when  we  have  at  the  head  of  the  system  of  Indian  schools  a 
competent  and  strong  man,  who  is  equal  to  laying  down  and  carrying 
out  such  a  system,  //  should  be  made  impossible  for  petty  depart- 
mental clerks  and  political  spoilsmen  to  fetter  and  cripple  him  at 
every  pointy  and  to  ruin  his  plans.  We  should  have  represented  here 
a  sufficient  strength  of  public  opinion  to  enable  us  to  secure  a  law 
that  would  make  impossible  such  ruinous  interference  with  our  Indian 
schools.  For  my  own  part,  I  wish  that  it  might  be  possible  to  make 
the  direction  of  our  Indian  schools  as  far  as  possible  independent  of 
the  Indian  Bureau.  The  business  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs  is  concerned  so  largely  with  the  land  problem  and  with  the 
receipt  and  expenditures  of  moneys  for  Indian  lands  and  "  Indian 
claims  "  that,  in  the  nature  of  things,  it  is  difficult  to  secure  at  that 
Bureau  such  attention  as  is  necessary  to  insure  the  greatest  efficiency 
for  a  system  of  education  which  shall  fit  the  Indian  for  citizenship.  Is 
it  not  practicable  to  consider  the  question  whether,  following  the  prec- 
edent already  made  with  schools  in  Alaska,  the  management  of  the 
Indian  schools  under  the  Superintendent  appointed  for  the  purpose 
might  be  made  more  independent,  and  might  report  directly  to  the 
Commissioner  of  Education  at  Washington  rather  than  to  the  Com- 
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missioner  of  Indian  Affairs  ?  In  this  way  the  best  interests  of  educa- 
tion would  be  more  directly  and  constantly  considered,  and  the 
interests  of  the  schools  be  separated  as  far  as  possible  from  the  con- 
sideration of  other  phases  of  Indian  affairs. 

FOR     THE     BEST     RESULTS,    NO     OTHER     POWER     THAN     THE     LOVE    OF 
CHRIST    WILL    SUFFICE. 

3.  As  we  come  close  to  this  problem  of  education  for  the  Indians, 
we  are  forced  to  see,  as  we  are  in  all  systems  of  education,  the  value 
of  the  individual  life,  of  the  individual  soul.  We  come  close  enough 
to  the  lives  of  Indians  to  learn  to  value  men  and  women,  boys  and 
girls,  one  by  one.  And  the  conviction  grows  upon  us  that,  to  trans- 
form these  savage  lives  into  the  well-ordered  lives  of  American  citi- 
zens, we  need  the  mightiest  force  which  can  be  brought  to  bear  upon 
the  individual  life.  There  is  but  one  Force  in  the  universe  which  is 
sufficient  for  these  needs. 

In  the  light  of  the  mightiest  Motive  Power  which  can  work  upon 
the  life  of  teacher  and  students  in  any  system  of  education,  this  whole 
work  takes  on  a  nobler  aspect.  If  the  rescue  of  a  quarter  of  a  mill- 
ion of  Indians  from  savagery  be  looked  at  merely  as  a  question  of 
political  economy,  and  were  only  to  be  judged  by  the  economic  value 
of  the  results  secured,  we  might  after  all  be  driven  to  confess  that,  as 
the  weaker  race,  the  Indians  are  likely  to  be  extinguished  in  our 
American  life  within  the  next  few  generations,  are  not  strong  enough 
to  hold  their  own  in  that  struggle,  the  outcome  of  which  is  **  the  sur- 
vival of  the  fittest."  If  we  look  at  work  for  the  Indians  simply  from 
the  point  of  view  of  the  partisan  politician,  perhaps  there  are  not 
votes  enough  to  be  secured  by  working  for  their  citizenship  to  make 
it  an  object  from  that  point  of  view  to  undertake  the  task  of  fitting 
them  for  citizenship.  But  when  we  look  at  the  Indians  whom  our 
teachers  learn  to  know  and  to  love,  one  by  one ;  when  we  remember  the 
value  of  one  human  life  and  what  our  King  has  said  to  us  of  his 
love  for  every  man  whom  he  has  made  in  his  image ;  when  we 
remember  that  the  life  of  each  one  of  these  men  and  women,  the  life 
of  each  of  these  Indian  boys  and  girls,  is  not  only  precious  to  him- 
self or  herself,  and  to  the  circle  of  family  friends  who  love  each  of 
them,  but  is  also  precious  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  should  be 
precious  to  every  one  of  his  servants  who  loves  his  fellow-men  for 
whom  Christ  died, —  f^cn  we  understand  how  it  is  that  the  heroic 
missionaries,  whom  we  love  to  welcome  and  to  honor  here,  go  forth 
in  gladness  to  years  of  toil,  privation,  and  danger,  in  the  determined 
effort  to  carry  forward  this  work  of  Christian  education.  As  the  need 
of  this  mighty  motive  becomes  manifest  to  us,  as  the  power  of 
Christ's  love  takes  possession  of  us,  we  find  the  force  that  is  needed 
for  this  work. 

I  listen  to  singing  at  Christian  worship  each  morning  where  four 
or  five  hundred  strong,  young  manly  voices  join  in  the  hymn  of 
praise.  But  I  have  never  heard  young  men  sing  with  more  hearti- 
ness, with  more,  of  worshipful  joy,  than  was  to  be  heard  in  the  hymn 
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which  has  just  been  sung  here  this  morning;  and  in  the  tones  of 
your  voices  and  the  look  in  your  eyes  one  feels  something  which 
makes  it  clear  that  the  men^  and  women  who  gather  here  for  this 
work,  and  who  join  in  this  opening  hymn,  have  been  tried  in  life, 
have  known  its  temptations,  have  known  the  awful  power  of  sin,  and 
have  felt  the  joy  and  peace  of  redemption,  have  learned  that 
there  is  a  Source  of  light  and  life  and  love  from  Whom  streams  all 
power  "for  the  healing  of  the  nations/'  With  that  full  tide  of 
power  qualifying  us  for  work  and  impelling  us  to  work,  we  shall 
carry  to  success  this  work  for  the  Indians  which  is  distinctively  a 
Christian  work  to  be  done  by  Christians  who  love  their  native  land. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Philip  C.  Garrett,  Mrs.  Isabel  C.  Barrows,  Miss 
Rose  HoUingsworth,  and  Mr.  J.  Evarts  Greene  were  elected  Secre- 
taries. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  M.  E.  Strieby  the  following  persons  were  elected 
to  serve  as  a  Committee  on  Business  and  Resolutions :  Mr.  Philip  C. 
Garrett,  Philadelphia,  chairman ;  Dr.  Addison  P.  Foster,  Boston ; 
Mr.  Herbert  Welsh,  Philadelphia :  Dr.  Lyman  Abbott,  New  York ; 
Lucian  C.  Warner,  M.D.,  New  York ;  Mrs.  A.  S.  Quinton,  Phila- 
delphia; Miss  Kate  Foote,  Washington. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Addison  P.  Foster,  Mr.  Frank  Wood,  of 
Boston,  was  elected  Treasurer. 

General  K  Whittlesey,  of  Washington,  was  invited  to  give  a  brief 
report  from  the  field. 


SURVEY   OF   THE   FIELD. 

BY    GENERAL    E.    WHITTLESEY. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  some  anxiety  was  felt  on  the  part  of 
all  interested  in  the  welfare  of  Indians  lest  the  progress  of  former 
years  might  be  arrested,  and  some  backward  steps  taken,  especially 
in  that  most  important  department  of  Indian  work,  education.  But, 
though  the  legislation  of  the  last  Congress  is  not  in  all  respects  such 
as  was  desired,  it  is  far  better  in  its  outcome  than  was  feared. 
Means  have  been  provided  for  carrying  on  the  work  on  the  same 
scale  as  in  former  years,  and  perhaps  for  making  some  progress 
beyond  former  years.  We  here,  however,  upon  this  delectable  moun- 
tain are  near  enough  "  Sky-top "  to  look  over  beyond  any  little 
depressions  in  the  past,  to  look  back  upon  the  deep  valley  from 
which  we  have  come ;  and  we  can  gain  courage  and  strength  when 
we  think  of  the  progress  that  has  been  made  since  first  these  Con- 
ferences were  convened. 

The  fact  that  three-quarters,  perhaps,  of  the  Indians  of  our  country 
are  to-day  Earning  their  support,  getting  it  out  of  the  soil  by  their 
own  labor,  speaks  for  itself.  The  fact  that  two-thirds  or  more  of 
the  children  of  school  age  have  now  facilities  for  education  speaks 
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for  itself.     Those  two  things  are  enough  to  keep  up  our  courage,  and 
inspire  us  with  hope. 

In  the  legislation  of  the  past  year  upon  Indian  matters  there  are 
some  things  which  are  unfortunate,  to  say  the  least.  I  will  read  a 
sentence  here  and  there  from  the  Indian  Appropriation  Bill,  ap- 
proved Aug.  15,  1894.  The  first  relates  to  the  all-important  land 
question.     It  is  provided  for  in  this  bill  — 

That  any  member  of  the  Citizen  Band  of  Pottawatomie  Indians  and  of  the 
Absentee  Shawnee  Indians  of  Oklahoma,  to  whom  a  trust  patent  has  been  issued 
under  the  provisions  of  the  act  approved  Feb.  8,  1887  (Twenty-fourth  Statutes, 
three  hundred  and  eighty-eight),  and  being  over  twenty-one  years  of  age,  may  sell 
and  convey  any  portion  of  the  land  covered  by  such  patent  in  excess  of  eighty  acres, 
the  deed  of  conveyance  to  be  subject  to  approval  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  he  may  prescribe,  and  that  any  Citizen  Pot- 
tawatomie not  residing  upon  his  allotment,  but  being  a  legal  resident  of  another 
State  or  Territory,  may  in  like  manner  sell  and  convey  all  the  land  covered  by  said 
patent,  and  that  upon  the  approval  of  such  deed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
the  title  to  the  land  thereby  conveyed  shall  vest  in  the  grantee  therein  named. 

It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  a  dangerous  invasion  of  the  privileges 
which  we  hoped  were  granted  by  that  most  important  act,  the  Allot- 
ment Bill.  For  here  is  a  wedge  driven  in  ;  and  what  the  successive 
blows  upon  that  wedge  may  do  in  defeating  the  beneficent  purpose 
of  that  bill  no  man  can  foresee.  I  hope  this  Conference  will  utter 
its  earnest,  vehement,  indignant  protest  against  all  attempts  to  frus- 
trate the  aim  of  that  great  and  good  measure. 

A  somewhat  kindred  provision,  it  seems  to  me,  is  the  following :  — 

Provided^  That  whenever  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  to  the  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior that,  by  reason  of  age,  disability,  or  inability,  any  allottee  of  Indian  lands 
under  this  or  former  acts  of  Congress  cannot  personally,  and  with  benefit  to  him- 
self, occupy  or  improve  his  allotment  or  any  part  thereof,  the  same  may  be  leased 
upon  such  terms,  regulations,  and  conditions  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Secre- 
tary for  a  term  not  exceeding  five  years  for  farming  or  grazing  purposes,  or  ten 
years  for  mining  or  business  purposes. 

A  similar  provision  is  found  in  another  part  of  the  bill,  relating  to 
the  Yankton  Indians,  in  the  ratification  with  the  Yanktons  who 
ceded  their  lands  to  the  United  States. 

During  the  trust  period  of  twenty-five  years  such  part  of  the  lands  which  have 
been  allotted  to  members  of  the  Yankton  tribe  of  Indians  in  severalty  as  the 
owner  thereof  cannot  cultivate  or  otherwise  use  advantageously  may  be  leased 
for  one  or  more  years  at  a  time.  But  such  leasing  shall  be  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  Yankton  Indian  agent  by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Commissioner  of  Ind- 
ian Affairs,  and  provided  that  such  leasing  shall  not  in  any  case  interfere  with  the 
cultivation  of  the  allotted  lands  by  the  owner  thereof  to  the  full  extent  of  the  ability 
of  such  owner  to  improve  and  cultivate  his  holdings.  The  intent  of  this  provision 
is  to  compel  every  owner  of  allotted  lands  to  cultivate  the  same  to  the  full  extent 
of  his  ability  to  do  so  before  he  'shall  have  the  privilege  of  leasing  any  part 
thereof,  and  then  he  shall  have  the  right  to  lease  only  such  surplus  of  his  holdings 
as  he  is  wholly  unable  to  cultivate  or  use  advantageously.  This  provision  shall 
apply  alike  to  both  sexes  and  to  all  ages,  parents  acting  for  their  children  who 
are  under  their  control,  and  the  Yankton  Indian  agent  acting  for  minor  orphans 
who  have  no  guardians. 
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In  the  protest  of  this  Conference  against  the  sale  of  Indian  lands 
there  might  be  introduced  a  protest  against  this  indiscriminate  leas- 
ing. 

r  will  call  attention  to  one  or  two  things  in  the  bill  which  are 
hopeful.     Upon  page  17  it  is  provided  — 

That  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  a 
thorough  investigation  of  the  facts  touching  the  so-called  Ogden  Land  Company, 
its  organization,  when  and  by  whom  formed,  its  continued  existence  or  organiza- 
tion to  this  date,  its  capital  stock,  number  of  shares,  amount  or  face  value,  where 
and  by  whom  held,  its  liabilities  and  assets,  and  the  original  history  of  the  alleged 
claim  of  said  company  to  any  of  the  lands  of  the  Seneca  Nation  of  Indians  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  any  and  all  evidences  of  title;  and  also  the  condition  of 
said  Indians,  their  progros  in  ci\ilization  and  iitness  for  citizenship,  their  number 
and  system  of  government,  and  the  propriety  of  allotting  their  lands  in  severalty, 
and  to  make  to  Congress  a  full  report  with  such  suggestif»ns  and  recommendations 
as  he  may  deem  pro])er  in  view  of  all  the  facts  ascertained. 

'i'he  great  difficulty  in  getting  these  Indians  out  of  a  condition  of 
pauperism  has  been  the  cloud  that  has  rested  on  the  title  of  their 
lands  for  more  than  a  century.  Although  we  did  not  succeed  in 
getting  into  this  bill  precisely  the  provision  which  we  desired,  which 
was  to  purchase  at  once  this  claim,  this  substitute  was  placed  in  the 
bill ;  and  we  are  glad  that  at  least  one  step  has  been  taken  toward 
the  settlement  of  this  important  question. 

Another  matter  which  1  regard  as  hopeful  relates  to  the  subject  of 
contract  schools.     The  law  provides  — 

That  the  Slm  retary  of  the  Interior  is  hereby  directed  to  inquire  into  and  investi- 
gate the  pH)priLty  of  disc(Mitinuing  contract  schools,  and  whether,  in  liis  judgment, 
the  same  can  be  done  without  detriment  to  the  education  of  the  Indian  children; 
and  that  he  submit  to  Congress  at  tlie  next  session  the  result  of  such  investiga- 
tion, including  an  estimate  of  the  addition/d  cost,  if  any,  of  substituting  govern- 
ment scliools  for  contract  scliools,  together  with  >uch  recommendations  as  he  may 
deem  proper. 

This,  we  may  hope,  may  result  in  the  settlement  of  that  question, 
which  we  have  discussed  at  so  great  length  here,  and  which  has  been 
before  the  country  and  the  churches  for  many  years.  I  trust  the 
Conference  will  issue  a  most  earnest  appeal  to  the  churches  and 
missionary  societies  and  the  Christian  people  of  the  land  not  to 
relax,  but  to  increase,  their  efforts,  not  to  do  less,  but  to  do  more  for 
the  moral  and  the  religious  education  of  the  Indians.  If  the  govern- 
ment will  provide  for  the  secular  education  of  the  Indian  children, 
our  churches  will  have  larger  means  to  devote  to  purely  moral  effort. 
These  years  of  transition  are  years  of  crisis  to  the  Indians,  and  they 
are  being  exposed  by  very  reason  of  their  deliverance  from  the 
powers  that  have  been  over  them  to  temptation  and  dangers  which 
never  assailed  them  before.  Now  is  the  time  for  the  most  earnest 
effort  of  Christian  people  to  bring  them  into  the  paths  of  morality 
and  religion.  We  believe  that  the  Indian  can  not  only  be  educated, 
but  that  he  can  be  Christianized ;   and  we  need  not  be  hopeless. 
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President  Gates  then  introduced  Dr.  \V.  N.  Hailman,  Superintend- 
ent of  Indian  Schools  :  — 

Dr.  Hailman. —  Mr.  President.,  Ladies  and  Gentle?nen^ — The  first 
thing  that  I  did  on  assuming  my  position  was  to  find  out  about  my 
work,  and  I  am  still  engaged  in  that  business.  I  cannot  give  to  you 
my  plans  for  the  future,  as  I  have  been  asked  to  do ;  but  I  hope  that 
you  will  approve  of  the  large  outlines  of  the  plan  of  work  that  I  have 
mapped  out  for  myself. 

In  studying  the  Indians  chiefly  from  the  writings  of  those  who 
know  them  well,  and  partially  from  visits  to  some  of  the  more  prom- 
inent schools,  I  have  found  the  Indian  youth  not  so  different  in  in- 
tellectual and  moral  capacity,  and  even  ability,  from  white  children. 
1  found  the  Indian  children  exceedingly  docile,  ready  to  learn,  eager 
to  obey,  willing  to  do  that  which  they  were  asked  to  do  by  those 
placed  over  them  in  authority  or  as  their  guides  and  leaders.  I 
found  in  their  eftorts  to  live  up  to  their  moral  standard  they  were 
quite  equal  to  the  white  children  ;  and  in  my  heart  there  grew  not 
only  a  hope,  but  an  assurance,  that  with  proper  measures  and  with 
proper  help  from  those  who  supply  the  material  necessities  of  this 
work,  and  with  the  full  sympathy  with  this  people  which  I  see  con- 
centred in  so  encouraging  a  form  here,  there  is  no  reason  why  there 
should  not  be  full  success  with  the  Indian  youth  in  bringing  them  to 
the  standards  to  which  we  hope  to  bring  them. 

I  do  not  find  the  Indian's  intellect  inferior.  It  is  true  that  the 
schools  have  labored  with  the  difficulty  of  language.  The  pupils  did 
not  understand  the  language  of  the  teacher,  and  the  teacher  did  not 
understand  theirs ;  and  at  first  the  mode  of  intercourse  was  painfully 
uncertain  between  the  two.  This  created  on  the  part  of  the  Indians 
hesitation  from  not  understanding  the  question,  the  duty,  or  the 
direction  given  them.  This  attitude  of  uncertainty  did  not  come 
from  obstinacy  or  unwillingness  to  obey,  but  from  the  fact  that  they 
did  not  quite  know  what  the  teacher  wanted.  The  thoughtless 
teacher  frequently  ascribes  it  to  indocility,  and  thereby  generates  the 
fault  which  that  suggests.  But  thoughtful  teachers  readily  overcome 
this  tendency  on  the  part  of  Indian  children,  who  become  quickly 
obedient  and  docile  when  they  underst.and.  T  found  the  Indian 
children  in  the  various  schools  endowed  with  one  of  tlie  qualifica- 
tions for  success  in  the  development  of  an  etficient  humanity, —  shall 
I  say  superior.'*  no:  I  will  say  the  equals  of  their  wliite  brethren, — 
and  that  is  the  sense  of  reverence.  They  have  a  deep  sense  of  rev- 
erence,—  not  perhaps  toward  the  definite  objects  toward  which  our 
reverence  goes  out,  but  for  things  rounjrl  about  them,  for  their  elders, 
for  father  and  mother,  for  the  teachers,  for  the  government,  for  all 
the  various  authorities  that  influence  their  growth  and  development. 
I  look  upon  this  feeling  which  I  have  found  so  pronounced  among 
them  as  one  of  the  most  hopeful  signs  for  success  in  education,  and 
in  making  them  strongly  moral  human  beings.  This  may  be  killed, 
it  may  be  nipped  in  the  bud  ;  and  it  frequently  is  destroyed  in  the 
Indian  schools  by  persons  who  do  not  recognize  it  or  appreciate  its 
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full  value,  who  are  inclined  to  smile  it  out  of  existence,  to  ridicule 
it.  The  Indian  child's  reverence  even  toward  an  object  which  the 
teacher  does  not  himself  appreciate  is  a  hopeful  sign.  It  can  be 
directed  in  any  way,  but  by  ridiculing  it  out  of  existence  you  destroy 
the  foundation  for  moral  development  which  all  children  need. 
Upon  the  basis  of  this  we  can  make  active  Christians  in  due  time. 
Their  reverence  for  the  past  can  be  made  into  a  reverence  for  the 
future.  Our  object  is  to  make  them  revere  an  ideal  which  is  in  the 
future,  and  I  think  this  can  be  accomplished  with  little  difficulty  if 
all  those  concerned  in  the  work  learn  to  appreciate  this  fact. 

One  of  my  most  encouraging  experiences  came  during  the  sum- 
mer institute  season.  There  were  held  during  the  summer  five  in- 
stitutes,—  at  Chilocco,  Santa  F^,  Chihuahua,  Fort  Shaw,  and  St. 
Paul.  These  were  well  attended ;  and  it  involved  some  self-sacrifice 
on  the  part  of  the  teachers,  who  had  to  pay  their  own  expenses,  which 
in  many  cases  were  considerable.  Those  who  were  there  were  in- 
tensely interested,  and  were  eager  to  tell  the  results  of  their  expe- 
rience. They  communicated  hope  to  all  the  rest  of  us.  They  felt 
certain  of  success,  if  the  work  is  only  fairly  supported,  and  went 
away  determined  to  persist  in  their  efforts.  The  effect  of  these  in- 
stitutes is  being  felt  in  the  Indian  school  work,  among  superintend- 
ents and  agents  as  well  as  among  teachers.  The  teachers  write  that 
in  many  ways,  where  they  before  saw  discouragement,  they  now  find 
encouragement. 

A  hopeful  outcome  of  these  summer  institutes  is  that  in  some  sec- 
tions of  the  country  the  teachers  have  held  sub-institutes,  and  plans 
for  future  institutes  have  been  made,  to  which  Indian  workers  are 
to  be  invited  to  exchange  ideas  and  secure  that  unity  of  action  with- 
out which  success  is  impossible. 

In  accordance  with  a  wise  policy  the  inauguration  of  which  I  un- 
derstand is  due  to  this  Conference  here,  which  requires  that  the  tri- 
bal relations  shall  speedily  be  dissolved,  and  that  the  Indian  shall 
be  assimilated  with  his  white  brothers  in  ordinary  daily  life,  I  have 
learned  that  it  becomes  necessary  to  so  manage  the  Indian  school 
work  as  to  get  rid  of  it  as  speedily  as  possible.  The  specific  Indian 
school  is  a  great  drawback,  or  will  become  so  in  the  course  of  time, 
even  if  now  it  is  a  help.  In  many  cases  it  is  already  a  drawback  to 
the  Indian  development.  In  the  case  of  reservations  it  is  not  a  help 
any  longer.  In  reservation  schools  superintendents  and  teachers 
are  tempted  by  every  consideration  of  self-interest,  by  every  consid- 
eration of  the  interest  of  the  schools,  superficially  considered,  to  ex- 
tend the  curriculum,  and  make  it  equal  to  Hampton  and  Carlisle,  to 
make  it  unnecessary  for  the  Children  to  leave  the  reservation.  By 
this  they  become  a  hindrance ;  for  it  is  desirable  that  they  should  go 
off  the  reservation  when  they  are  ready  for  it,  to  see  the  factors  of 
white  civilization  on  the  spot. 

I  have,  therefore,  at  the  summer  institutes,  and  in  my  reports, 
insisted  upon  limiting  the  curriculum  of  the  reservation  school  to 
narrow  limits,  so  that  the  child  shall  attend  the  reservation  school  not 
longer  than  up  to  the  age  of  sixteen,  if  he  has  finished  the  curricu- 
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lum  then.  I  would  then  offer  him  every  inducement  to  go  to  one  of 
the  off-reservation  schools,  or,  better  still,  to  go  to  some  high  school, 
or  agricultural  college,  or  academy,  in  the  State  to  which  the  Indian 
belongs.  It  will  be  easy  and  inexpensive  to  send  them  to  those 
institutions.  It  would  cost  much  less  than  to  send  them  to  non- 
reservation  schools,  as  it  would  amount  to  simply  paying  the  board, 
and,  possibly,  a  small  contribution  of  tuition  money.  I  hope  that, 
through  friends  of  this  propaganda,  if  you  choose  to  call  it  so,  and 
by  arrangements  with  school  superintendents  in  various  States,  I 
may  be  able  to  convince  the  thoughtful  people  of  those  States  that 
the  civilization  of  the  Indian  and  his  assimilation  into  white  civiliza- 
tion is  just  as  much  the  responsibility  of  the  State  as  it  is  of  the 
general  government;  that  the  State  should  help  in  this  actively. 
Reforms  are  never  begun  in  general  legislation,  but  by  State  initia- 
tive. It  seems  to  me  that  the  educational  work  can  be  much  more 
satisfactory  if  the  States  do  not  stand  aloof,  and  leave  all  to  the 
general  government.  These  are  some  of  the  lessons  I  have  been 
learning. 

In  the  organization  of  the  Indian  schools  as  such,  I  was  struck 
with  the  lack  of  compactness,  of  unity,  as  a  whole.  Each  school 
is  an  existence  by  itself,  and  is  carried  on  largely  without  reference 
to  the  work  of  other  schools.  This  necessarily  operates  unfavorably. 
There  is  jealousy  between  the  reservation  and  non-reservation 
schools.  The  reservation  school  tries  to  make  the  non-reservation 
school  unnecessary.  Wherever  they  exist  independently  without 
unity  of  action,  they  ignore  the  day-school  altogether.  I  hold  that 
the  day-school  is  an  exceedingly  interesting  and  very  important  in- 
stitution. It  stands  nearer  in  its  character  and  make-up  to  the  dis- 
trict school  than  any  of  the  others ;  and  it  will  be  easier  to  make  the 
transition  from  the  day-school  to  the  ordinary  American  public  dis- 
trict school  than  from  any  other  Indian  school.  Again,  it  stands 
nearer  to  the  family,  to  the  father  and  mother,  and,  I  think,  to  the 
education  which  is  to  lead  to  the  right  sort  of  upbuilding  of  public 
spirit,  which  must  rest  upon  the  love  of  home  and  reverence  for 
father  and  mother.  On  that  account  I  would  establish  the  basis  of 
Indian  education  wherever  it  is  possible  upon  the  district  school  or 
the  day-school.  This  can  be  done  to  a  certain  extent  already  in 
Oklahoma,  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  in  Minnesota,  and  in  some  other 
places.  I  would  pay  more  attention  to  the  day-school  than  has  been 
done.     I  would  like  to  make  it  more  and  more  like  a  district  school. 

From  this  day-school  the  child  should  go  to  the  reservation 
school.  As  the  day-school  represents  the  family,  so  the  reserva- 
tion school  represents  the  narrow  community  of  the  tribe.  It  is 
merely  a  phase  of  community  life.  The  non-reservation  school  rep- 
resents the  national  interest.  So  the  child  would  be  gradually  led 
from  reverence  to  the  family  to  reverence  for  a  little  wider  com- 
munity, and  finally  to  reverence  for  the  national  life.  There  would 
naturally  grow  up  in  the  children  a  broad  and  deep  patriotism  based 
upon  the  love  of  home,  which  is  the  only  patriotism  worth  having. 
In  order  to  accomplish  this,  it  is  necessary  to  have  a  more  compact 
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organization ;  to  have  all  these  factors  working  consciously  toward 
this  end;  to  have  the  reservation  respect  the  day-schools,  and  to 
have  them  both  work  toward  the  non-reservation  schools  where  their 
work  will  be  crowned. 

There  is  another  point.  I  would  solicit  your  help  in  the  better 
organization  of  the  industrial  and  agricultural  work  of  the  schools. 
This  is  of  prime  importance.  It  is,  perhaps,  more  necessary  than 
literary  work ;  but,  unfortunately,  it  is  administered  by  persons  in  no 
way  interested  in  the  civil  service,  and  it  is  led  by  persons  not 
necessarily  well  prepared  for  doing  the  work.  Now  and  then  a 
farmer  is  selected  or  an  industrial  teacher  is  engaged  because  of  his 
preparation  and  fitness  for  the  work ;  but  it  is  usually  because  of  his 
party  politics,  and  he  naturally  looks  to  his  faithfulness  to  his  party 
for  his  continuance  in  office  rather  than  to  his  doing  his  work  well. 
The  consequence  is,  so  far  as  the  school  work  is  concerned,  that  the 
man  who  is  looking  merely  at  the  immediate  outcome  of  what  he 
does  sees  no  connection  of  his  work  with  anything  else.  The  school 
work,  therefore,  is  not  a  success.  It  does  not  look  toward  the  future 
of  the  Indian.  The  amount  of  wheat  which  is  raised,  the  productive 
work  which  he  does  for  the  school,  is  all  that  the  Indian  sees.  He 
does  not  learn  why  he  should  do  this  thing  in  this  way,  how  he 
should  use  his  tools  in  that  way.  He  does  not  acquire  a  love  of 
work,  nor  the  sense  of  responsibility  which  alone  makes  work  worth 
doing.  It  is  not  a  school  of  work:  it  is  only  an  opportunity  to  assist 
in  producing  an  income  for  the  school.  The  object  aimed  at  is  to 
see  how  many  bushels  can  be  raised,  how  many  coats,  shirts,  and 
sets  of  harness  can  be  made.  With  the  narrow  mind  it  is  always 
quantity,  not  quality,  that  counts. 

To  have  the  full,  legitimate  outcome  from  the  work  of  these 
schools,  there  should  be  a  compact  organization.  Each  school 
should  be  under  the  guidance  of  one  man,  and  that  man  .selected  for 
his  preparation  for  the  work.  The  Civil  Service  Law  should  be  ap- 
plied to  him  just  as  to  other  teachers.  This  man  should  guide  the 
work  of  the  farm  and  shop  in  every  detail,  so  that  one  helps  the 
other. 

The  proof  of  the  wisdom  of  such  an  arrangement  comes  to  us  in 
some  instances  of  the  excellent  results  of  the  industrial  work  in  some 
of  the  schools  where  excellent  men  are  in  these  positions,  and  where 
they  work  together  with  these  ends  in  view. 

I  cannot  go  away  without  expressing  my  appreciation  of  the  great 
value  of  the  Civil  Service  Law  to  the  Indian  schools.  When  I  came 
into  the  service,  it  was  whispered  to  me  that  the  civil  service  rules 
hampered  the  work  of  the  Indian  schools.  I  looked  closely  into  it ; 
and  I  was  convinced  that,  though  it  was  partially  true,  the  hin- 
drances were  not  so  great  as  under  the  patronage  system.  I  put 
myself  in  communication  with  the  Civil  Service  Commission,  and  the 
result  is  that  the  method  of  examination  of  the  applicant  shall  be 
modified.  The  questions  frequently  were  answered  according  to 
memory  or  from  the  study  of  a  text-book.  As  a  matter  of  course,  the 
person  who  had  experience  and  maturity  of  mind,  who  had  learned 
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to  think  for  himself  and  see  questions  in  their  entirety  and  in  relation 
to  the  concerns  of  life,  was  at  great  disadvantage.  He  had  no  oppor- 
tunity to  show  that  he  had  these  great  qualifications.  In  the  strug- 
gles of  existence  he  had  also  forgotten  these  technical  questions, 
while  the  fresh  graduate  from  the  high  school  carried  away  all  the 
honors.  We  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  best  thing  to  do  was  to 
institute  a  mode  of  examination  in  which  experience  and  maturity 
of  mind  should  have  a  chance  to  express  themselves.  A  topical 
way  of  examination  was  introduced,  and  it  is  a  real  joy  to  see  the 
papers  that  come  to  us.  We  are  now  almost  sure  of  an  excellent 
man  or  woman  to  do  the  work. 

I  hope  and  pray  that  your  efforts  to  free  the  Indian  school  service 
from  the  evils  which  come  from  the  so-called  spoils  system  and 
patronage  will  be  successful,  and  that  the  time  may  not  be  far  away 
when  every  employee  in  Indian  schools  shall  be  under  civil  service 
regulations.  In  the  mean  while  I  thank  you  for  your  hearty  recep- 
tion of  what  I  have  had  to  say. 

Miss  Sybil  Carter  was  next  introduced. 


WORK   FOR   INDIAN   WOMEN. 

ADDRESS    OF    MISS    SYBIL    CARTER. 

A  few  years  ago  —  some  fifteen,  I  think  —  I  started  out  not  to  see 
what  I  could  do  for  the  Indians,  but  what  could  be  done  about 
solving  the  Mormon  problem.  I  soon  was  filled  with  interest  about 
the  Indians.  I  began  to  turn  it  over  in  my  mind  how  I  could  im- 
prove their  condition.  Though  they  seemed  lazy,  it  was  not  laziness, 
but  idleness,  that  was  the  trouble ;  and  there  was  a  big  difference 
between  the  two.  Go  on  to  almost  any  reservation,  and  you  will  find 
there  Indian  men  and  w^omen,  not  only  not  lazy,  but  downright  old- 
fashioned  industrious.  I  began  to  ask  myself,  "  What  can  we  teach 
these  people  to  do  ? "  I  was  glad  to  have  them  take  up  land,  but 
they  cannot  all  be  farmers.  I  have  a  piece  of  land  of  my  own,  but 
I  could  not  make  a  good  farmer. 

I  was  once  connected  with  an  educational  society.  Then  I  passed 
over  to  my  church  missionary  society,  and  I  made  my  first  long 
Indian  missionary  journey  with  Bishop  Hare  in  Dakota.  After  that 
journey  a  lady  said  to  me,  "  What  are  the  Indians  like,  anyway  ? " 
I  replied,  *'  They  are  browner  than  I  am,  though  not  much ;  but 
otherwise  they  are  just  like  us."  **What  do  you  mean?"  she  said. 
"  They  eat  the  same  as  we  do  when  they  get  anything  to  eat,  they 
dress  the  same  as  we  do  when  they  get  anything  to  wear,  they  like 
the  same  things,  and  they  need  the  same  things ;  and  the  great  thing 
they  need  is  work."  What  is  the  difference  between  an  Indian 
woman  and  me  ?  I  was  brought  up  on  a  Louisiana  plantation,  and 
I  had  not  the  least  idea  that  I  was  ever  to  be  cut  adrift.     But  the 
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Civil  War  came,  and  the  Northern  soldiers  burned  down  my  home, 
and  I  lost  my  father  and  home  on  the  same  night.  What  happened  ? 
Christian  women  gathered  round  me,  and  got  me  a  school  to  teach. 
I  shall  never  forget  the  first  money  I  received,  sixty  dollars  a  month, 
for  teaching  that  public  school  in  Chicago.  I  felt  as  rich  as  Vander- 
bilt.  Christian  women  held  on  to  me,  and  have  made  me  what  I  am 
by  holding  me  up.  I  have  had  all  the  work  I  could  do,  and  have 
always  been  able  to  pull  up  some  other  woman.  For  thirty  years  I 
have  earned  my  own  living,  and  am  proud  of  it.  So  I  felt  sorry  that 
the  Indian  women  had  no  work. 

What  did  I  do  ?  I  planned  to  teach  them  some  handiwork,  and 
pay  them  wages.  Work  is  power.  Work  ought  to  be  the  founda- 
tion stone.  I  began  with  the  mothers,  teaching  them  in  their  homes. 
I  had  no  schools,  and  I  did  not  teach  girls.  I  taught  them  lace- 
making.  I  have  women  over  seventy  making  beautiful  lace.  My 
special  work  is  to  clean  up  the  home,  and  form  an  industrial  commu- 
nity, so  that,  when  the  girls  come  back  from  the  Eastern  schools,  they 
will  have  something  to  do  and  find  pleasant  homes. 

I  have  said  that  all  Indians  cannot  be  farmers.  Neither  can  all 
Indian  women  be  lace-workers.  Other  industries  and  trades  should 
be  started  among  them.  Is  there  not  some  one  here  who  can  do 
this  ? 

I  pay  for  the  work  as  soon  as  it  is  done,  and  almost  universally 
the  women  use  the  money  wisely.  It  does  require  some  patience  to 
deal  with  these  Indian  women.  They  do  not  clean  up  in  a  moment 
or  settle  to  work  in  a  moment.  I  formed  my  first  class  at  White 
Earth,  and  I  had  twelve  women  to  begin  with.  They  worked  for  six 
weeks  pretty  well.  I  sent  a  teacher  to  them  because  I  had  to  leave 
myself.  Only  four  came  to  the  class.  When  I  returned,  all  twelve 
came  back.  They  will  work  three  or  four  weeks,  and  then  stay  away. 
But  I  do  not  let  them  alone,  not  a  bit  of  it.  I  go  after  the  women, 
and  I  talk  them  back  into  the  lace-room.  I  preach  to  them  that  a 
woman  who  does  not  work  neither  shall  she  eat.  That  is  my  motto. 
A  woman  will  work  three  months  perhaps ;  and  then  she  gets  tired, 
and  goes  off  to  the  woods.  I  go  after  her  again,  and  this  time  I  do 
scold  a  little  bit.  But  I  put  it  to  her  plainly  that  it  is  their  duty  to 
work,  that  I  have  spent  money  and  time  and  a  great  many  prayers 
that  they  may  learn  to  be  industrious,  and  to  be  clean  and  sweet  and 
pure ;  and  the  woman  with  tears  comes  back  again,  and  this  time  I 
get  her,  sure.  I  have  now  the  same  twelve  women  that  I  started 
with.  When  they  can  once  do  it  well,  they  like  the  work,  and  hug 
the  lace,  and  do  not  like  to  let  it  go  out  of  their  possession.  But  I 
say,  "  No  let  go,  no  money "  ;  and  they  let  it  go.  They  need  the 
money. 

When  I  was  going  to  Washington  a  woman  came  to  me,  and 
said,  "  When  you  go  to  Washington,  you  ask  government  help  me  ? " 
'*  The  government  help  you  ?  '*  I  said  :  "  why  should  the  government 
help  you  .^  what  do  you  want?"  "Me  want  money.  Ask  govern- 
ment give  me  some  money."  "What  do  you  want  money  for?"  I 
asked.     "  Buy  things,    help    along."     "  Well,"   I   replied,  "  I    have 
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lived  fifty  years,  and  the  government  has  never  given  me  a  penny. 
Why  should  it  help  you  ?  '*  "  Government  not  help  you  ?  Govern- 
ment not  give  you  money  ? "  she  cried  in  surprise.  She  thought, 
and  the  most  of  them  thought,  that  the  government  supported  us 
all,  only  that  we  were  greater  favorites  with  it  than  they  are.  No, 
they  are  not  lazy.  They  will  work  if  you  give  it  to  them;  but 
it  goes  a  great  way  with  them  if  you  can  let  them  see  that  you 
work,  ^oo. 

Miss  Nancy  Cornelius,  an  Oneida  young  woman  from  Hartford, 
the  first  Indian  woman  in  the  country  trained  as  a  professional 
nurse,  was  invited  to  speak. 

Miss  Cornelius. —  I  am  happy  to  be  present  with  you  to-day, 
and  hope  you  will  not  be  disappointed  even  if  I  make  many  mis- 
takes ;  for  it  is  no  easy  task  for  me  to  arrange  my  thoughts,  or  to 
express  my  ideas  and  hopes  for  our  future.  Nevertheless,  I  will 
endeavor  to  plead  earnestly  for  my  race. 

Although  the  light  is  so  dim  that  it  seems  impossible  that  our 
wishes  should  ever  be  fulfilled,  yet  I  will  not  despair ;  for  I  believe 
the  morning  has  dawned,  and  that  this  light  some  time  will  end  in 
perfect  day.  It  is  our  hope  that  more  of  our  race  will  awaken,  and 
avail  themselves  of  the  privileges  that  are  now  offered,  and  which 
I  hope  will  continue  to  be  offered  them.  I  feel  that  Indians  should 
have  the  same  right  to  seek  employment  anywhere  in  the  United 
States  that  other  people  have.  There  is  no  good  reason  why  they 
should  be  constantly  sent  back  to  the  reservation,  particularly  when 
it  is  so  much  to  their  disadvantage.  I  am  an  earnest  advocate  of 
solving  the  Indian  problem  in  the  shortest  way ;  namely,  by  allow- 
ing them  the  full  privileges  of  citizenship. 

There  are  but  few  on  our  reservations  who  want  to  remain  as 
Indians ;  and,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  I  fear  such  Indians  love  to  keep 
idle  too  well.  They  are  not  industrious,  I  am  sure.  Is  it  right 
that  these  few  should  keep  back  all  those  who  desire  to  push  on 
with  hard  labor?  Must  they  wait  for  those  who  are  not  willing 
to  work  and  learn  to  support  themselves,  like  other  people?  No, 
I  hope  not.  See  to  it  that  they  do  not.  Let  them  have  the  chance ; 
and  many  of  them  will  make  splendid  progress  if  they  are  among 
white  people,  and  will  probably  make  good  citizens. 

Of  course  there  are  some  who,  the  moment  they  return  to  the 
reservation  and  fail  of  employment  because  it  is  not  given  them  by 
the  government,  fall  back  where  they  were  before.  There  is  noth- 
ing else  for  them  to  do.  For  instance,  if  I  should  remain  at  home, 
I  should  only  lose  what  I  have  gained  while  in  school.  I  should 
not  be  able  to  improve,  because  I  have  not  education  enough  to 
face  the  Indian  battle.  Therefore,  I  prefer  to  remain  here  in  the 
East,  where  I  feel  that  I  can  work  and  learn  to  be  independent. 

I  am  glad  to  say  that  we,  the  Indian  nurses  trained  in  Connect- 
icut hospitals,  are  enjoying  our  work  very  much.  Thus  far  we  have 
had  all  the  work  we  can  do,  and  we  are  endeavoring  to  show  the 
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ladies  of  the  Connecticut  Indian  Association  that  their  labor  in 
our  behalf  has  not  been  in  vain.  We  cannot  express  our  gratitude 
to  them  as  we  would ;  but  we  tuver  forget  that  they  were  the  first 
to  see  the  possibilities  in  us,  and  in  spite  of  all  obstacles  to  give  to 
Susan  La  Flesche  her  splendid  opportunity  to  study  medicine,  and 
to  us  the  humbler  but  no  less  useful  one,  which  we  trust  we  fully 
appreciate.  I  have  not  a  doubt  that  we  all  feel  encouraged  to 
believe  that  the  work  for  which  the  Connecticut  Indian  Association 
has  fitted  us  will  enable  us  to  show  our  people  that  we  can  learn 
and  do  more  for  them  by  stepping  out  of  our  reservations.  And 
we  hope  to  encourage  others  to  undertake  to  do  even  better  than 
we  have  done. 

We  appreciate  beyond  expression  your  kindness  to  the  Indian  race. 
We  can  only  hope  that  by  our  future  work  we  may  prove  to  you  our 
deep  gratitude.  We  sincerely  wish  you  every  success  in  this  great 
work  you  have  undertaken.     I  thank  you  all  for  your  kind  attention. 

Miss  Cornelius  repeated  a  verse  in  her  own  language,  of  which  the 
following  is  a  translation  :  — 

"  Some  day  our  ears  shall  hear  the  song 
Of  triumph  over  sin  and  wrong. 
So  wait,  my  friends,  though  years  move  slow, 
The  happy  time  will  come,  we  know." 

Question. —  Do  the  Indian  nurses  receive  the  same  pay,  and  are 
their  services  as  much  in  demand  as  white  nurses  ? 

Miss  Cornelius. —  They  have  just  the  same  pay,  eighteen  dollars 
a  week,  and  just  as  much  work.  We  are  engaged  everywhere,  the 
same  as  any  of  the  other  nurses.  There  are  two  Indian  nurses  in 
Hartford. 

Question. —  Will  Miss  Carter  tell  us  whether  the  lace  made  by 
the  Indian  women  would  find  now  a  natural  market,  or  whether  it  is 
found  only  through  the  efforts  of  Miss  Carter  ? 

Miss  Carter. —  Some  one  must  bring  the  lace  into  the  market,  for 
the  women  are  on  the  reservations.  I  have  a  committee  of  one  in 
Cambridge,  who  disposes  of  it  there.  There  is  a  committee  of  ladies 
in  New  York,  who  do  the  same  there ;  and  I  hope  this  winter  to  have 
it  sold  in  Washington  and  Philadelphia. 

Bishop  Whipple  said  that  he  had  showed  ladies  specimens  of  the 
lace  with  the  price  attached  at  which  it  was  sold  by  Miss  Carter,  and 
they  said  it  was  cheaper  than  they  could  buy  the  same  kind  of  lace 
at  Arnold  &  Constable's  in  New  York. 

On  the  question  being  asked  how  many  trained  Indian  nurses 
there  are  at  present,  it  was  answered  that  six  have  been  graduated  at 
Hampton,  two  in  Philadelphia,  one  is  studying  at  New  Haven,  three 
at  Santee,  and  a  class  is  in  training  at  the  Catholic  school  of  St 
Paul. 

Hon.  H.  L.  Dawes  was  invited  to  speak  on  the  Indians  of  the 
Indian  Territory. 
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THE    INDIANS   OF   THE   INDIAN   TERRITORY. 

BY    HON.    H.    L.    DAWES. 

General  Whittlesey,  in  reviewing  the  work  of  the  last  Indian  appro- 
priation bill,  which  is  the  only  one  I  have  been  ignorant  of  for  thirty 
years,  filled  me  with  great  anxiety  and  apprehension ;  and,  if  you  will 
allow  me  on  this  the  only  opportunity  I  shall  have,  I  would  like  to* 
enter  my  earnest  and  solemn  protest  against  the  beginning  of  the 
undermining  of  all  your  work,  which  he  finds  in  that  bill,  by  which 
the  Indian  who  has  had  his  land  set  oif  to  him  in  severalty  may  be 
permitted  to  turn  himself  into  a  landlord,  and  sit  down  in  idleness 
and  dissipation  the  rest  of  his  life.  All  else  you  will  do  towards  the 
civilization  and  Christianization  of  the  Indian  will  fail  if  you  provide 
for  him  a  way  to  live  in  idleness. 

The  fundamental  corner-stone  of  the  Severalty  Act  is  that,  if  a  man: 
will  not  work,  neither  shall  he  eat.  Unless  the  Indian  can  be  taught 
to  earn  his  own  livelihood,  you  cannot  civilize  or  Christianize  him. 
God  has  ordained  work  as  the  great  element  of  both  these  develop- 
ments. That  is  all  I  hope  I  shall  ever  have  occasion  to  say  touching 
this  one  departure  from  the  very  idea  of  that  law, —  a  departure  which 
has  been  resisted  up  to  this  time  for  ten  long  years,  and  has  now 
become,  as  General  Whittlesey  has  well  said,  an  entering  wedge 
which  will  receive  new  impetus  every  hour  that  legislation  shall  in- 
dulge in  the  false  idea  that  it  is  better  that  the  Indian  should  employ 
a  white  man  to  work  for  him  than  to  work  himself. 

Since  I  was  here  the  last  time,  I  have  been  engaged  in  a  branch 
of  the  Indian  work  which  has  never  attracted  the  attention  of  this 
Conference,  because  up  to  this  time  it  has  been  excluded  by  law 
from  any  participation  in  your  work. 

It  pleased  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  ask  me  last  fall 
to  take  charge  of  a  new  branch  of  this  work.  I  call  it  toyour  atten- 
tion, not  for  the  purpose  of  distracting  or  withdrawing  any  thoughts 
from  the  work  which  has  so  wisely  engaged  you  so  long  and  with 
such  eminent  success. 

But  the  Indian  work  does  not  pertain  to  the  tribe,  but  to  the  race. 
If  it  is  necessary  and  beneficial  for  those  that  are  now  within  the 
pale  of  the  legislation  of  the  United  States,  it  is  equally  good  and 
equally  essential  to  those  Indians  within  the  borders  of  the  United 
States  who  are  by  the  law  of  the  land  excluded  at  this  moment  from 
a  share  in  your  work. 

The  Indian  Territory,  as  now  constituted,  is  a  tract  or  domain 
erected  into  a  separate  government  in  the  midst  of  the  United  States, 
21,000  square  miles  in  extent,  nearly  three  times  as  much  as  the 
State  of  Massachusetts  or  Maryland,  and  more  so  than  the  State  of 
New  Jersey.  It  is  larger  than  the  State  of  Indiana.  It  was  origi- 
nally about  twice  that  size,  42,000  square  miles.  Oklahoma  within 
a  few  years  has  been  cut  off  from  the  Indian  Territory.  The  Indian 
Territory  is  a  beautiful  region,    as  fine  as  any  within  the  United 
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States, —  excellent  prairie  land,  beautiful  forests,  fine,  cool  streams, 
hills  and  valleys,  rich  in  mineral  resources  and  coal  deposits  of  great 
extent,  all  that  constitutes,  in  resources  and  possibilities,  a  State  in 
this  Union  of  the  first  rank  and  power  and  influence. 

It  is  occupied  at  the  present  moment  by  about  50,000  Indians  of 
all  kinds,  and  nearly  300,000  white  people.  It  has,  by  covenant 
with  the  United  States,  the  right  to  govern  itself  absolutely,  and  is 
thus  an  imperium  in  imperio.  Its  government  is  divided  into  ^\t 
divisions,  each  independent  of  the  other,  and  each  bearing  on  paper 
a  resemblance  to  the  government  of  the  United  States.  Each  has 
its  own  governor,  chief,  or  president ;  each  has  its  general  assembly, 
consisting  of  two  houses,  t^ch  has  its  Supreme  Court,  and  each  its 
circuit  courts,  and  all  the  paraphernalia  and  machinery  of  a  govern- 
ment founded  after  our  own.     Why  can  it  not  remain  so  ? 

The  reasons  why  it  cannot  remain  so  have  seemed  so  many  to  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  and  the  reasons  why  it  will  not 
remain  so  have  been  so  impressed  upon  the  attention  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  reasons  why  the  present  condition  must  soon  end 
have  seemed  so  certain  to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  that 
it  was  provided  by  law  that  the  President,  with  the  advice  of  the 
Senate,  should  appoint  a  commission  of  three  persons  to  go  down 
there,  and  negotiate  with  those  five  governments,  so  that  they  can  of 
their  own  accord,  if  they  v/ill,  change  their  form  of  government,  and 
come  within  the  pale  of  the  law  and  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  assimilate  themselves  to  us,  and  become  a  part  of  this 
government  with  the  ultimate  view  and  purpose  of  taking  their  place 
as  one  of  the  States  in  this  Union.  That  is  the  purpose  of  the  com- 
mission which  has  been  at  work  there  during  the  last  year. 

It  may  be  proper  that  I  should  call  your  attention  to  the  reasons 
that  have  made  all  these  conclusions, —  that  it  cannot  last,  that  it  will 
not  last,  that  this  change  one  way  or  the  other  is  imminent  and  in 
the  near  future,  and  that  there  is  danger,  unless  it  is  changed  by  the 
methods  suggested  by  this  commission,  that  it  will  be  a  violent,  if  not 
a  bloody,  change. 

Sixty  years  ago  the  United  States,  in  a  feeling  of  compunction  of 
conscience  caused  by  its  treatment  up  to  that  time  of  the  Cherokee 
Indian  tribes,  made  a  very  liberal  arrangement  with  them,  thinking 
that,  if  they  had  been  wronged  up  to  that  time,  they  would  show  how 
liberally  they  could  treat  them  for  ever  after.  So  they  offered  them, 
if  they  would  leave  the  home  from  which  they  were  being  violently 
driven  by  the  State,  homes  west  of  the  Mississippi  River ;  and  they 
stipulated  with  them  that  they  might  have  42,000  square  miles  of  the 
finest  of  the  domain  of  the  United  States  forever  for  their  own,  with 
the  one  reserve  that  they  should  receive  among  their  number  other 
friendly  tribes.  In  the  title-deed  it  was  covenanted  that  each  and 
every  individual  Indian  should  have  the  same  right  and  title  in  every 
part  of  the  Territory  with  every  other  individual  Indian. 

After  moving  these  Cherokees  into  this  land,  the  Creeks,  Choc- 
taws,  Chickasaws,  and  ultimately  the  Seminoles  were  received  among 
them.     Since  that  time  the  Indians  have  conveyed  to  the  United 
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States  and  the  United  States  has  erected  the  Territory  of, Oklahoma 
on  the  western  part,  leaving  the  half  I  have  mentioned. 

The  United  States  on  its  part  covenanted  with  them  that  they 
would  keep  forever  off  from  this  land  all  white  men.  And  the 
Indians  covenanted  that  they  would  keep  this  land  exclusively  for 
the  use  of  every  Indian  in  common.  The  purpose  of  the  whole 
arrangement  was  to  establish  here  a  tract  of  land  for  the  Indians  so 
far  out  of  the  reach  of  civilization  that  never  in  all  future  time  would 
it  be  disturbed  by  any  element  of  civilization.  They  could  go  there 
from  Georgia,  and  work  out  for  themselves  in  peace,  undisturbed  by 
the  encroachments  of  the  white  man,  the  problem  of  their  own  civili- 
zation. It  was  provided  also  that  they  should  have  a  perpetual  out- 
let to  the  west  as  far  as  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  should 
extend.  Only  sixty  years  ago  this  was  the  idea  that  controlled  the 
arrangement  of  the  government  of  the  United  States ! 

Hardly  half  that  time  had  passed  over  this  arrangement  when  it 
became  evident  that  to  keep  it  was  an  utter  impossibility.  Since 
that  day  and  since  these  people  took  their  home  in  the  wilderness 
the  State  of  Kansas  on  the  north,  and  the  State  of  Arkansas  on  the 
east,  the  State  of  Texas  on  the  south,  and  Colorado  and  Texas  on 
the  west  have  surrounded  this  home  of  the  Indians  with  a  teeming 
population,  overflowing  the  boundaries  on  all  sides,  as  the  waters  of 
the  rivers  overflow  their  banks  in  the  time  of  freshet.  The  Indians 
themselves  have  taken  hold  in  the  same  spirit.  They  have  invited 
railroads  to  run  north  and  south  and  east  and  west  through  the 
length  of  their  Territory,  bringing  in  upon  them  all  the  influx  of  popu- 
lation which  follows  railroads ;  and  at  every  station  has  sprung  up  a 
town. 

Then  this  idea  of  having  somebody  else  work  their  land  for  them 
crept  in  upon  them,  long  before  it  got  into  the  Omaha  Reservation 
on  the  last  appropriation  bill.  They  made  an  arrangement  that  any- 
Indian  who  chose  could  surround  with  a  fence  any  portion  of  the 
unoccupied  land  he  pleased,  and  could  then  go  up  into  Kansas  or 
Missouri  and  hire  a  white  man  to  come  and  work  it  for  him,  if  he 
would  pay  a  dollar  a  month  into  the  treasury  for  taxes.  So  there 
came  to  be  invited  in  one  way  or  another,  and  by  the  building  up  of 
the  towns,  a  great  many  white  people.  There  came  by  absolute 
necessity  merchants  and  storekeepers  and  warehouse  men  and 
others  till  the  result  has  been,  in  spite  of  the  covenant  of  the  United 
States  to  keep  white  men  out  of  that  Territory,  and  on  the  part  of  the 
Indians  that  they  should  keep  this  land  exclusively  for  the  common 
enjoyment  of  every  Indian,  the  condition  of  things  which  we  find 
there  to-day.  A  few  of  them  have  appropriated  everything  that  is 
worth  anything  in  the  Territory.  Of  the  50,000  Indians,  about  one- 
half  are  mixed  blood.  In  the  Creek  nation  they  are  mixed  largely 
with  the  Negro,  and  in  the  other  nations  with  the  white.  The  mixed- 
bloods  are  educated.  They  are  keen,  able,  enterprising  business 
men,  and  politicians  withal  as  shrewd  as  tlje  shrewdest  in  the  States. 
The  full-bloods  are  making  no  progress  toward  civilization.  Indeed, 
the  whole  aspect  of  things  there  with  them,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  is  no 
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better  than  it  was  ten  or  fifteen  years  ago,  when  I  was  first  there. 
The  full-bloods  are  crowded  out.  The  mixed-bloods  have  taken 
possession  of  the  governments.  They  hold  the  power  as  absolutely 
over  the  full-bloods  as  the  white  man  in  the  Southern  country  before 
the  war  held  the  whole  power  over  the  poor  slave.  The  full-blood 
in  the  Indian  Territory  to-day  is  as  helpless,  as  hopeless,  as  was  the 
poor  black  or  the  poor  white  man  in  the  South  before  the  war.  The 
mixed-bloods  have  all  the  power  in  their  hands,  and  have  appro- 
priated everything  for  their  own  benefit. 

Let  me  give  you  an  illustration.  The  Creek  nation  has  3,000,- 
000  acres  of  land.  They  have  sold  fo  the  United  States  every 
foot  of  land  which  they  could  spare,  and  divided  nearly  all  the 
proceeds  per  capita  among  themselves.  They  had  a  good  time  as 
long  as  the  money  lasted ;  and,  when  they  could  sell  no  more  to  the 
United  States,  they  passed  a  law  in  their  assembly  two  years  ago  that 
any. Creek  Indian  could  appropriate  to  himself  just  as  much  un- 
occupied land  as  he  could  find  and  fence  in  by  paying  a  nominal 
rent  to  the  treasury  of  the  Creek  nation,  and  this  with  authority  to 
sublet  it  to  whom  he  pleased  and  have  what  price  he  pleased. 

What  has  been  the  effect?  Out  of  3,000,000  acres,  within  two 
years  sixty-one  Indians  have  appropriated  1,000,000  acres,  and 
have  sublet  it  to  Texas  cattlemen  for  from  25  cents  to  $1.50  an 
acre  ;  and  these  are  the  men  who  hold  the  power.  An  ex-chief  is 
one  of  those  named  in  the  leases.  Two  sons  of  another  are  of 
another  company.  Another  high  officer  has  his  hand  in  it ;  and  we 
were  told  that  the  members  of  the  council  which  passed  the  law  had 
parcelled  out  on  paper  their  share,  and  that  the  poor  colored 
members  under  the  law  so  enacted  were  frozen  out,  and  did  not  get 
any.  So  they  told  the  story.  That  is  more  than  one-third  of-  the 
whole  territory.  That  has  gone  on  rapidly  till  probably  there  is  not 
an  acre  of  valuable  grazing  land  that  has  not  a  barbed  wire  fence 
around  it  to-day,  though  they  covenanted  that  every  individual 
Indian  should  have  just  as  much  right  in  every  acre  as  any  other. 
And  the  poor  fellows,  the  full-bloods,  away  out  on  the  mountains,  get 
a*  scanty  living,  with  no  prospect  of  bettering  themselves  or  of  know- 
ing what  is  the  matter. 

One  of  these  nations  appointed  a  committee  to  confer  with  us. 
Three  out  of  the  five  were  men  who  held  land  in  this  manner,  and  the 
two  others  were  full-bloods  who  could  not  speak  a  word  of  English. 
We  had  a  pleasant  conference  with  them  ;  and  these  three  men,  with 
the  profits  of  such  leases  in  their  pockets,  got  up,  and  said  they  did 
not  want  to  take  land  in  severalty.  They  did  not  want  the  poor 
Indians  to  take  it  in  severalty,  for  some  one  would  get  it  away  from 
them  !  Some  one  would  deprive  those  poor  fellows  up  in  the  moun- 
tains of  their  160  acres!  They  lamented  this  attempt  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States  to  deprive  them  of  this  method  of  holding  it,  by 
which  they  preserved  it  from  the  spoiler ! 

At  first  we  thought  it  was  all  so.  We  did  not  then  know  about 
such  arrangements.  By  and  by  one  of  these  poor  fellows  got  up, 
and  talked  to  us.     He  said  he  loved  his  old  ways  as  much  as  any- 
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body,  and  he  disliked  to  depart  from  them.  He  had  listened  to  those 
other  people,  and  he  supposed  it  was  all  so,  though  there  was  one 
thing  he  could  not  understand,  and  he  would  like  to  have  explained, — 
why  neighbor  So-and-so,  pointing  his  finger  at  him,  had  a  ranch  of 
30,000  acres,  and  he  himself  had  only  2  little  acres  up  on  the  moun- 
tain.    He  did  not  understand  how  that  was. 

Now,  the  men  who  have  the  control  of  this  property  are  the  men 
who  hold  the  government,  and  the  men  who  ought  to  consent  to 
what  we  ask  them  to  do,  which  is  to  take  their  land  in  severalty, 
each  one  of  them  160  acres,  with  a  title-deed  such  as  the  Sev- 
eralty Law  provides.  That  law  is  so  fixed,  as  it  was  originally 
enacted  and  as  it  has  existed  until  this  new  appropriation  bill,  that 
the  allottee  could  not  part  with  his  land  without  the  consent  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  United  States  could  not  part  with  it  without 
his  consent,  and  neither  without  the  act  of  Congress.  That  is  the 
title  under  the  Severalty  Act,  and  that  is  the  title  which  was  struck 
in  its  vital  part  by  the  last  appropriation  bill.  We  propose  to  them 
to  divide  this  land  in  severalty,  to  do  away  with  tribal  reservation, 
and  for  them  to  take  a  territorial  government  under  the  United  States. 
This  difficulty  we  found  not  only  with  one  Indian  tribe,  but  it  is  so 
substantially  with  the  other  tribes. 

As  fine  soft  bituminous  coal  as  is  found  in  the  whole  United  States 
is  found  in  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  Reservations.  These  de- 
posits are  of  immense  value.  They  must  be  depended  on  for  well- 
nigh  the  entire  supply  for  the  South-west.  They  cannot  be  worked 
without  capital,  without  skilled  labor.  They  cannot  be  worked  by 
Indians.  They  must  be  worked  by  white  men  who  understand  the 
business.  The  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws  have  undertaken  to  pro- 
vide for  the  working  of  those  mines,  and  have  provided  that  any 
Indian  who  discovers  a  deposit  of  coal  may  be  entitled  to  a  mile 
every  way  from  that  point,  with  a  privilege  of  subletting  it.  Our 
enterprising  friends  from  the  Pennsylvania  mines  were  induced  to 
come  down,  and  tell  them  where  to  discover  this  coal,  and  then  to 
take  a  lease,  until  now  there  are  leases  on  every  foot  of  land  which 
has  a  coal  deposit,  worth  infinite  millions  of  dollars  in  the  future. 
These  men  from  Pennsylvania  have  come  in,  and  invested  capital, 
and  paid  a  nominal  sum  to  the  treasury  of  the  Choctaws  and  Chick- 
asaws, and  are  doing  the  mining.  That  was  the  best  method  possi- 
ble. They  want  to  develop  these  mines ;  but  they  have  no  title, 
though  they  have  probably  invested  millions  of  dollars  in  developing 
them.  The  United  States  has  approved  of  some  of  these  leases.  I 
myself  drew  up  a  bill  approving  ten.  But  the  United  States  can- 
not deprive  any  Indian  of  as  much  right  as  any  other  Indian  has 
in  every  foot  of  the  coal  lands  as  well  as  the  other  lands.  Now,  how 
did  they  manage  ?  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  boodle  is  said  to  work 
marvellously  in  their  legislation ;  and  their  judiciary,  we  were  told,  is 
often  affected  by  it.  You  cannot  get  a  measure  through  without 
proper  fructifying  influences.  It  is  utterly  hopeless.  I  would  not 
dare  to  tell  you  how  much  they  said  it  cost  to  get  those  leases 
through  the  legislature. 
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The  United  States  within  the  last  five  years  has  paid  to  these 
Five  Nations  $18,000,000  for  the  land  they  have  sold  and  other 
claims.  What  has  become  of  the  money?  Instead  of  providing 
that  it  should  be  set  apart  as  a  fund  for  the  civilization  and  edu- 
cation of  this  people,  it  has  provided  that  it  should  be  distrib- 
uted per  capita.  $6,000,000  has  been  distributed  among  18,000 
people  within  the  last  few  months,  and  they  have  been  demor- 
alized and  debauched  beyond  measure  by  the  money  which  the 
United  States  has  paid  to  them. 

The  coming  in  of  the  railroads  has  caused  the  building  of  towns. 
I  lived  for  two  months  in  a  town  with  2,500  white  people.  There 
were  fine  stores  and  other  buildings  necessary  to  a  town  of  that 
size,  but  the  people  do  not  own  a  foot  of  the  land  on  which  their 
buildings  stand.  They  have  not  a  single  particle  of  town  govern- 
ment or  a  police  officer  to  maintain  order  and  prevent  crime.  A 
town  farther  south  has  sprung  up  within  a  few  years  of  5,000  in- 
^  habitants,  in  a  region  that  has  suddenly  developed  into  a  cotton- 
raising  country;  and  all  the  title  they  have  is  that  one  man  had  run 
a  barbed  wire  fence  around  acres  enough,  and  told  them  they 
might  build  a  town  there  by  paying  him  and  his  associates  rent. 
All  the  houses,  warehouses,  storehouses,  and  all  the  wealth  that  must 
necessarily  come  in  there,  is  without  law  or  protection  of  any  kind. 
There  is  no  court  open  to  them  into  which  they  can  go  for  redress 
of  grievances  against  the  Indian,  or  protection  of  person  against  him. 
Although  the  United  States  covenanted  with  these  people  that 
they  might  govern  themselves,  they  werie  compelled  to  establish  a 
United  States  court  there,  when  they  found  such  a  condition  of 
things.  But  they  gave  it  a  limited  jurisdiction,  and  the  court  can 
consider  only  cases  between  white  people  and  between  whites  and 
the  Indians.  No  Indian  can  go  into  such  a  court  for  redress  in 
a  case  with  another  Indian,  no  matter  if  it  be  murder. 

There  are  300,000  white  people  in  this  condition.  They  have 
about  30,000  school  children,  and  not  a  public  school  in  the  Indian 
Territory  is  open  to  one  of  them.  They  are  growing  up  in  absolute 
and  abject  ignorance,  unless  their  parents  are  able  to  maintain  a 
private  school  out  of  their  own  pockets.  They  are  permitted  to 
enter  the  schools  of  none  of  those  five  civilized  tribes,  as  we  call 
them.  Every  year  brings  lines  of  those  children  into  the  age  of 
majority,  and  without  any  education  to  fit  them  for  citizenship  or 
the  business  of  life,  to  preserve  them  from  the  disastrous  deviations 
from  virtue,  or  to  preserve  law  and  order. 

Let  me  ask  you  how  long  can  such  a  condition  of  things  continue 
in  peace  ?  It  is  due  to  these  people  that  I  should  say,  w-ith  what 
I  have  said  of  them,  that  it  is  amazing  to  me  that  they  have  pre- 
served order  as  well  as  they  have.  It  was  amazing  to  me,  as  I 
went  into  the  streets  of  those  larger  towns  after  dark,  to  see  how 
well  order  was  preserved  without  the  force  of  law.  But  how  long 
will  that  remain  ?  How  safe  is  it  to  rely  upon  such  a  condition  of 
things  ?  Take  these  mining  towns  that  were  built  up  by  these 
Pennsylvania   men.     They   are   towns   of   pleasant   appearance,  at- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


33 

tractive  habitations,  and  good  order;  but  there  are  mining  towns 
within  three  miles  of  where  I  lived,  where  there  are  thousands  of 
Italians  employed  as  miners,  where  there  is  no  law  to  preserve  the 
peace.  While  we  were  there,  a  strike  occurred  in  that  mine ;  and 
3,000  miners  marched  out,  spreading  terror  through  that  country 
till  the  United  States,  without  authority  of  law,  came  into  that 
Territory  to  preserve  order  and  life. 

I  have  spoken  of  the  courts.  I  heard  stories  there  about  these 
courts.  One  man  told  me  that  in  his  own  case  he  could  have  had 
judgment  for  $300,  but  he  would  not  pay  money  for  a  judgment,  as 
the  right  was  on  his  side.  His  friends  told  him  that  he  had  better 
pay  it  than  lose  the  case.  "  I  happened,"  said  he,  "  to  be  foolish 
enough  to  think  that  the  idea  of  justice  prevailed  in  our  courts ;  and 
I  refused,  and  the  judge  gave  judgment  for  my  opponent."  This 
man  appealed  to  a  higher  court,  and  word  was  sent  to  him  that,  if  he 
would  pay  his  money,  the  judgment  would  be  reversed.  That  is  an 
illustration  of  cases  represented  to  us  to  be  not  infrequent. 

The  ablest  man  I  ever  saw  in  the  Indian  Territory,  .a  well-educated 
man,  has  in  him  the  blood  of  a  distinguished  white  man  in  the 
States,  an  Indian  nobleman,  and  we  were  told  some  Negro  blood 
besides.  He  is  a  nabob.  1  had  known  him  in  Washington.  He 
showed  me  his  stud  of  blooded  horses,  and  took  me  in  a  carriage 
behind  two  Kentucky  thoroughbreds,  and  showed  me  every  point  of 
interest.  I  asked  him  about  the  colored  people ;  and  he  spoke  very 
well  of  them,  but  talked  of  the  corruption  of  which  I  have  spoken 
as  a  common  thing.  He  s6es  the  handwriting  on  the  wall ;  but  it  is 
for  his  interest  to  put  it  off  as  far  as  possible,  and  so  he  violently 
opposes  any  change. 

The  United  States  court  has  cost  more  than  almost  all  the  other 
United  States  courts  in  the  country.  One-seventh  of  all  the  cost  of 
the  courts  of  the  United  States  is  paid  for  the  cost  of  that  one  court, 
although  the  people  over  whom  it  exercises  its  limited  jurisdiction 
are  not  a  seventieth  part  of  the  people  that  come  under  the  other 
courts. 

This  condition  of  things  is  as  certain  to  pass  away  as  that  the  sun 
will  rise  to-morrow  morning.  The  only  question  is,  How  shall  it  pass 
away  ?  The  President  of  the  United  States  created  this  commission 
to  go  down  and  advise  these  people  that  they  had  better  themselves 
make  the  change.  Unless  they  succeed,  one  of  two  things  is  certain 
to  come  in  the  near  future.  The  United  States  will  at  an  early 
period,  by  legislation,  take  it  out  of  their  hands  and  dispose  of  it  as 
they  see  fit,  or  it  will  break  up  in  some  violent  war  of  race  or  in 
blood.  The  work  is  attended  with  difficulties  beyond  comparison. 
I  had  no  conception  of  it  when  I  went  down  there,  any  more  than  I 
had  of  the  real  condition  of  things.  I  had  lived  under  the  belief 
that  they  were  almost  a  pattern  people  down  there.  I  had  been  told 
that  there  was  not  a  child  of  school  age  but  had  open  to  him  the 
doors  of  the  free  school,  that  there  was  not  a  pauper  there,  and  that 
every  one  of  them  had  his  share  in  the  common  rights.  I  have 
stood  in  Congress  against  attempts  to  encroach  upon  their   treaty 
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rights,  and  perhaps  I  was  sent  down  there  because  they  knew  how 
I  felt  in  reference  to  it.  But  I  have  seen  that  the  original  purpose 
of  the  government  has  failed  because  both  sides  have  departed  from 
the  original  covenant.  It  has  been  impossible  for  either  side  to  keep 
it.  They  could  no  more  stop  this  overflow  of  the  white  people  upon 
that  Territory  than  they  could  stop  the  flow  of  Niagara.  It  was  irre- 
sistible. Something  else  must  take  the  place  of  the  old  arrange- 
ment ;  and  this  fair  and  honest  offer  of  the  government  to  them  is 
that  they  should  take  the  matter  into  their  own  hands,  and  them- 
selves make  the  change. 

You  are  not  going  to  escape  this  part  of  the  Indian  work.  The 
Indians  there  belong  to  the  Indians  of  the  continent.  It  is  one 
whole;  and  they  must  become  a  self-supporting  portion  of  the  citizen- 
ship of  the  United  States,  or  all  go  down  together.  The  legislation 
and  the  tendency  of  the  efforts  in  this  country  are  to  bring  them  all 
up  together  to  the  common  level  of  self-supporting  citizenship. 
When  this  is  done,  and  you  keep  the  cormorants  away  from  the 
Severalty  Act,  your  work  will  be  completed,  and  not  till  then. 

Adjourned  at  1.30  p.m. 
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Wednesday  Night,  October  lo. 


The  Conference  was  called  to  order  at  eight  o'clock.  Mrs.  Hall, 
of  Albany,  sang  *'The  Morning  Land."  Rev.  H.  B.  Frissell,  of 
Hampton,  was  asked  to  speak. 

Dr.  Frissell. —  The  story  of  Hampton  has  been  so  often  told 
that  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  repeat  it  here,  especially  as  Mr.  Smiley 
gave  us  a  chance  to  tell  it  earlier  in  the  season,  when  Mohonk  and 
its  friends  gave  us  a  contribution  of  about  a  thousand  dollars,  and 
Minnewaska  about  five  hundred  more. 

We  are  glad  to  report  that  the  work  is  going  on  ;  and,  although 
the  year  has  been  one  of  struggle,  no  department  has  been  given  up, 
and  we  have  the  usual  number  of  students.  We  feel  a  new  strength 
and  a  new  inspiration  for  work  when  such  a  man  as  Dr.  Hailman 
tells  us  what  he  wants  us  to  do.  We  are  trying  to  do  advanced 
work.  We  no  longer  take  Indians  in  their  blankets,  but  those 
who  have  had  a  chance  on  the  reservations ;  and  we  try  to  fit  them 
to  be  teachers,  giving  them  every  advantage,  so  that  they  shall  go 
out  well  trained.  We  advance  our  Indians  into  our  preparatory 
school  as  pupil  teachers,  and  give  them  directions  and  practice  in 
the  work  of  teaching,  that  they  may  know  how  to  instruct  their 
people  when  they  return  to  the  \\'est.  In  addition  to  that,  we  are 
trying  to  make  our  industrial  work  more  educative.  All  the  students 
get  regular  manual  instruction  in  the  use  of  tools  and  in  the  different 
sorts  of  material,  in  addition  to  our  work  in  trades.  We  are  also 
progressing  in  the  matter  of  mechanical  drawing.  We  have  had 
a  very  good  class  of  students  this  year,  better  than  ever  before, 
although  there  has  been  some  difficulty  in  getting  the  government 
to  give  permission  to  some  of  the  students  that  we  wanted.  The 
ladies  of  the  Massachusetts  Association  have  sent  us  some  Apaches, 
a  very  interesting  experiment.  Six  of  those  who  have  been  under 
the  care  of  the  War  Department  were  sent  to  us.  Their  board  and 
clothing  are  paid  for  by  the  Massachusetts  Association.  In  addi- 
tion to  that  we  have  been  taking  Cherokees  from  North  Carolina. 
They  are  an  earnest,  struggling  lot  down  there ;  and  we  are  glad 
to  bring  them  to  Hampton,  and  give  them  a  chance.  The  results 
of  our  work  have  been  good.  The  records  show  that  87  per  cent, 
of  those  who  have  gone  back  have  stood  the  test,  and  are  engaged 
in  some  sort  of  regular  work.  One  thing  that  Hampton  has  done 
is  to  keep  track  of  them  after  they  leave.  We  send  out  a  number  of 
our  teachers  or  officers  into  the  West,  not  only  to  gather  students, 
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but  to  look  after  the  old  ones  ;  and  we  try  to  help  the  wavering.  So 
that  there  are  87  per  cent,  engaged  in  some  regular  occupation, 
and  we  believe  that  that  compares  favorably  with  the  work  of 
schools  among  the  whites.  We  need  help  in  the  West.  Mr.  Turner, 
Mr.  Bryan,  and  others  who  have  gone  out,  report  that  our  students 
have  not  the  opportunity  that  they  ought  to  have.  We  need  more 
missionaries  in  the  W^est.  The  result  of  taking  away  the  help  given 
by  government  to  the  denominations  has  not  thus  far  advanced 
the  work  out  there  as  it  was  expected  to.  Some  of  our  boys  go 
back  to  agencies  where  there  are  no  missionaries,  and  have  little 
moral  help. 

Dr.  Frissell  said  that  he  had  several  Indian  students  with  him, 
and  asked  that  some  of  them  might  be  invited  to  speak.  Mr. 
Ebenezer  Kingsley,  a  Winnebago  who  graduated  at  Hampton  and 
is  now  in  its  printing-office,  was  asked  to  speak. 

Mr.  Eben.  Kingsley. —  I  have  always  wanted  to  have  a  chance 
to  speak  to  people  about  the  Indians ;  but,  when  I  do  get  the  chance, 
the  things  that  I  wanted  to  say  fade  away  from  my  memory. 

President  Gates. —  We  have  all  been  there,  my  friend. 

Mr.  Kingsley. —  I  will  tell  you  some  things  about  the  Winne- 
bagoes,  one  of  whom  was  my  mother.  They  number  about  1,200 
living  in  North-eastern  Nebraska,  along  the  Missouri.  The 
government  has  built  houses  for  most  of  them,  so  that  only  the 
non-progressive  live  in  tepees.  At  one  time  the  government  used 
to  give  them  rations,  but  that  has  been  discontinued ;  and  farming 
implements  and  machinery  have  been  given  them  instead.  This, 
I  think,  has  been  a  very  good  plan,  because  it  has  made  them 
more  independent,  and  more  willing  to  work  than  if  they  could  have 
had  rations  all  the  time.  The  tribes  that  have  made  the  most 
progress  in  civilization  are  those  that  have  had  to  provide  their 
own  food.  Since  1887  the  Winnebagoes  and  the  Omahas  have 
taken  up  their  land  in  severalty,  and  have  become  voters ;  but  many 
have  not  realized  the  value  or  meaning  of  the  vote.  A  good  many 
of  them  sell  their  votes.  The  politicians  of  the  county  come  over, 
and  buy  them  for  fifty  cents  and  upward.  As  an  instance,  I  was 
there  last  fall,  getting  scholars  for  Lincoln  Institute,  and  I  had  a 
chance  to  talk  with  the  Indians ;  and  one  Indian  told  me  that  they 
never  used  to  sell  their  votes,  but  that  last  fall  they  did.  He  said: 
"We  found  that  the  supremacy  of  one  party  over  the  other  did 
not  affect  us  in  the  least ;  and,  as  we  needed  the  money,  we  sold  our 
votes."  That  shows  the  way  a  good  many  of  them  look  at  it.  Of 
course,  we  know  that  the  supremacy  of  one  party  over  the  other 
does  affect  everybody  under  the  government ;  and  I  told  them  about 
it,  and  that  good  white  people  never  sell  their  votes,  no  matter  how 
poor  they  are.  They  raise  a  great  deal  of  corn  and  grain,  but  very 
little  stock.  I  told  a  good  many  of  them  that,  if  they  would  raise 
less  dogs  and  more  hogs,  it  would  be  better  for  them ;  and  I  do  not 
remember  any  disagreeing  with  me. 
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Two  of  the  worst  things  on  the  reservation  I  would  like  to  tell 
about.  One  is  the  drinking  among  the  Indians.  This  habit  has 
grown  a  great  deal  since  they  became  citizens.  The  white  people 
say  they  are  citizens,  and  can  have  anything  they  want ;  and  so  they 
sell  to  the  Indians  all  the  whiskey  they  want.  Another  bad  thing 
that  is  allowed  on  the  reservation,  and  that  could  be  stopped,  is 
the  Indian  dancing.  This  dancing  is  one  of  the  worst  things  there. 
It  keeps  the  Indians  from  work ;  and,  as  it  is  their  custom  to  give 
presents  to  each  other  at  the  dances,  sometimes  an  Indian  will  give 
away  the  only  team  that  he  has  for  working  his  land. 

Another  thing  that  needs  to  be  corrected  is  the  marriage  custom 
among  the  Indians.  This  is  very  important,  because,  as  they  do 
now,  they  do  not  follow  the  laws  of  the  State.  The  agent  should 
have  power  to  enforce  the  laws  of  the  State;  and,  if  broken,  he. 
should  have  power  to  punish  those  who  break  them  severely. 

A  great  deal  has  been  said  about  the  failure  of  our  returned  stu- 
dents. There  are  some  who  do  fail,  but  I  do  not  think  that  the 
failures  are  enough  to  discourage  our  friends  from  helping  Indians. 
There  is  a  difference  of  opinion  among  our  friends  about  the  wisdom 
of  appointing  army  officers  as  Indian  agents.  We  have  an  army 
officer  as  our  agent,  and  I  speak  for  the  Winnebagoes  when  I  say 
we  like  him  very  well.  I  do  not  know  what  kind  of  officers  are  at 
other  places,  but  we  like  Captain  William  H.  Beck  of  the  Tenth 
Cavalry.  The  Indians  there  say  he  is  the  best  agent  they  ever  had. 
They  said  they  had  been  drifting  like  logs  in  a  flood,  and  that  he  had 
rescued  them.  That  is  just  what  they  said.  I  would  also  say  that 
no  agent  has  ever  been  so  unpopular  among  the  white  neighbors  as 
Captain  Beck.  If  you  were  to  see  the  papers  published  in  the 
county,  you  would  see  how  unpopular  he  is. 

Question. —  How  about  leasing  their  land  ? 

Mr.  KiNGSLEV. —  The  Winnebagoes  have  been  leasing  their  land  to 
white  people.  I  do  not  know  what  the  rules  about  it  are,  but  I  think 
there  ought  to  be  some  provision  for  their  having  to  cultivate  part  of 
it.  Some  of  the  Indians  would  like  to  lease  all  of  their  land,  and 
"just  take  it  easy,"  as  they  say.  I  think  they  should  cultivate  part 
of  it.  They  may  get  money  if  they  lease  the  land,  but  they  will  not 
get  a  chance  to  learn  to  work.  They  need  to  learn  a  great  deal 
about  farming,  because,  when  they  do  cultivate  their  land,  they  do 
not  work  it  as  the  farmers  round  here  do,  with  skill  and  by  scientific 
ways.  They  raise  one  crop  on  the  same  field  year  after  year,  and  I 
think  good  farmers  don't  do  that.  I  think  that  soon  exhausts  the 
fertility  of  the  land.  You  can  see  that  is  one  thing  that  our  re- 
turned students  can  do,  for  in  the  East  many  of  them  have  learned 
to  work  on  farms  in  Pennsylvania,  New  York,  and  New  England,  and 
they  have  a  very  good  knowledge  of  farming ;  and  you  will  find  the 
finest  and  largest  farms  among  us  are  owned  and  worked  by  re- 
turned students. 

The  remainder  of  the  evening  was  devoted  to  reminiscences.  Mr. 
A.  K.  Smiley  was  asked  to  speak  first. 
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ADDRESS   OF   MR.   A.   K.    SMILEY. 

I  have  been  asked  to  give  an  account  of  the  origin  of  these  Con- 
ferences at  Lake  Mohonk.  Fifteen  years  ago  about  this  time  of 
year  I  received  my  appointment  by  President  Hayes  on  the  United 
States  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners,  and  the  following  winter  went 
to  Washington  to  attend  the  annual  meeting  of  the  board.  Charges  of 
corruption  were  made  at  that  meeting  against  certain  officers  of  the 
Indian  Bureau  by  one  of  the  members  of  the  board ;  and  a  committee 
of  the  board  was  appointed  to  investigate  them,  of  which  I  was  made 
chairman.  After  three  weeks  of  careful  investigation  the  charges  of 
corruption  were  proven  against  three  prominent  officers,  and  Secre- 
tary Schurz  promptly  dismissed  them.  Then  the  Secretary  called 
upon  the  board  to  investigate  the  whole  Indian  Bureau.  I  was 
made  chairman  of  the  Investigating  Committee ;  and  my  old  school- 
mate, Mr.  Stickney,  was  my  associate.  We  inspected  the  whole 
Indian  Bureau,  and  particularly  its  methods  of  doing  business,  and 
satisfied  ourselves  that  the  Secretary  and  his  subordinate  officers 
were  honestly  endeavoring  to  conduct  Indian  affairs  on  fairly  good 
business  principles.  This  is  how  I  came  at  once  to  be  deeply  inter- 
ested in  Indian  work. 

It  has  always  been  the  practice  of  the  Board  of  Indian  Commis- 
sioners to  invite  the  secretaries  of  all  the  religious  denominations 
having  charge  of  Indian  work  to  meet  with  them  at  Washington,  and 
receive  reports  of  field  work,  and  discuss  the  Indian  problem  for  one 
day.  One  short  day  seemed  to  me  totally  insufficient  time  to  thor- 
oughly complete  the  discussion,  and  I  tried  in  vain  to  have  the 
meeting  prolonged.  Eleven  years  ago  last  spring  General  Whittle- 
sey and  I  were  sent  to  Dakota  to  investigate  complaints  made 
against  railroad  corporations  of  defrauding  the  Sioux  Indians  of 
their  lands.  While  at  the  Santee  Agency,  we  met,  seemingly  by 
chance,  a  large  number  of  prominent  men  interested  in  Indian 
affairs ;  and  by  common  consent  we  sat  in  council  for  three  days,  and 
discussed  the  complicated  problem  connected  with  the  Sioux  Reser- 
vation. We  arrived  at  valuable  conclusions,  and  agreed  to  work 
unitedly  thereafter.  Of  the  twelve  persons  who  composed  that  coun- 
cil at  Santee,  eight  are  here  to-night ;  namely :  General  Whittlesey, 
Dr.  Ward,  Dr.  Strieby,  Herbert  Welsh,  Dr.  Addison  Foster,  Professor 
Painter,  Mr.  Mead,  and  myself.  The  four  others  were  Bishop  Hare, 
Dr.  Riggs,  Mr.  Williamson,  and  Mr.  Fowler.  That  council  opened 
my  eyes,  and  I  determined  to  repeat  at  Mohonk  on  a  larger  scale 
the  conference  which  had  proved  so  helpful.  I  invited  them  all  to 
meet  at  Mohonk  the  ensuing  autumn,  and  promised  to  have  a  large 
gathering  to  discuss  leisurely  the  whole  Indian  question.  The  first 
Conference  was  held  in  the  autumn  of  1883,  and  every  year  since  a 
Conference  has  been  held. 

Another  Conference,  the  thirteenth,  will  be  called  next  autumn, 
and  doubtless  many  others,  till  the  Indian  question  is  satisfactorily 
settled. 
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Hon.  William  Strong,  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court,  was 
invited  to  speak. 


ADDRESS   OF  JUSTICE   STRONG. 

I  think  that  we  must  feel  thankful  to  God  for  the  establishment 
and  continued  existence  of  the  Mohonk  Conference.  In  view  of 
what  it  has  accomplished  and  is  accomplishing,  it  is  one  of  the  great 
agencies  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  Indians  within  the  territory  of  the 
United  States ;  and  it  has  the  confidence  of  multitudes  who  take  an 
interest  in  the  work  which  is  being  done  for  the  elevation  and  salva- 
tion of  this  race.  That  is  not  all.  Under  God,  I  think  we  all  feel 
thankful,  or  ought  to,  for  Mr.  Smiley's  organization  of  the  Mohonk 
Conference.  It  is  impossible  for  any  person  to  describe,  or  for  any 
of  us  to  conceive,  the  extent  of  good  the  Conference  has  done  during 
its  short  existence.  It  has  created  a  sentiment  throughout  the  com- 
munity that  I  think  could  have  been  created  in  no  other  way.  It 
has  imited  Christian  men  and  women  of  all  religious  denominations 
in  a  common  work  for  the  benefit  of  the  race.  It  has  had  its  influ- 
ence upon  Congress.  Its  efforts  have  resulted  in  legislation  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Indians,  manifestly  effective  in  lifting  them  up  to 
respectable  and  orderly  Christian  society. 

It  has  done  this  because  of  its  organization.  When  Christian 
men  and  women  act  together  as  an  organization,  the  power  is  far 
greater  than  could  have  been  exerted  by  individuals  acting  sep- 
arately. It  is  the  old  story  of  the  bundle  of  fagots.  The  voice  of 
the  Mohonk  Conference  is  not  disregarded  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  although  it  has  not  effected  all  that  we  have  hoped. 
We  had  looked  for  greater  beneficial  legislation  than  we  have  yet 
received,  unless  we  except  the  allotment  bill,  which  I  regard  as  a 
step  far  in  the  right  direction  of  lifting  up  the  Indian  race.  We 
may  look  for  more  legislation  hereafter,  stimulated  by  the  sentiment 
that  is  created  by  this  organization, —  legislation  that  shall  tend  very 
much  to  the  more  rapid  elevation  of  the  race  in  the  direction  which 
they  are  now  tending. 

That  is  not  all.  The  publications,  the  annual  reports,  of  this  or- 
ganization go  abroad  all  over  the  country.  They  are  read  by  per- 
sons who  had  felt  no  particular  interest  heretofore  in  the  work 
of  the  Conference  ;  and  they  call  forth  the  sympathy  and  co-operation 
of  persons  who,  without  the  existence  of  these  reports,  would  never 
think  of  lifting  a  finger  to  elevate  the  Indian  above  th'e  low  plane  on 
which  he  has  been  living  for  generations. 

This  Conference  is  not  going  to  die.  It  will  survive  any  of  us 
who  are  now  on  this  stage  of  action.  It  will  live  until  the  last  Ind- 
ian shall  be  lifted  up  to  the  civilization  on  which  we  now  stand, 
and  until  they  shall  be  gathered  into  Christian  churches  in  as  large 
proportion  as  the  whites  are  gathered  now.  I  look  for  the  time 
when  we  shall  see  all  the  Indians  in  the  United  States  as  respecta- 
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ble,  as  orderly,  members  of  society,  and  as  intelligent  as  the  average 
of  our  own  people, —  and  perhaps  even  higher,  because  such  efforts 
are  being  made  for  their  elevation. 

I  have  been  much  interested  by  the  remarks  of  Miss  Carter.  She 
says  the  Indian  women  can  be  taught  to  work  and  induced  to  work. 
She  has  shown  some  of  their  work,  and  she  wishes  to  secure  more 
work  for  them  to  do.  The  Indian  should  work,  not  only  for  his  own 
subsistence  and  the  subsistence  of  his  family,  but  he  should  work 
for  accumulation  and  for  thrift.  I  have  noticed,  with  regard  to  the 
colored  race,  that  the  moment  you  can  get  a  colored  man  to  be 
thrifty  and  work,  to  lay  up  a  little  every  year,  put  his  savings  into  the 
bank  or  elsewhere,  and  keep  them  there,  you  can  save  him,  and 
make  a  respectable  citizen  out  of  him.  I  have  seen  it  among  my 
own  servants.  If  you  can  induce  one  to  accumulate,  no  matter  how 
slowly,  he  reaches  a  higher  level  than  he  stood  on  before,  where  he 
has  been  just  a  servant  and  nothing  more.  What  is  true  of  the 
Negro  is  true  of  the  Indian.  The  moment  you  can  lead  an  Indian  to 
work,  and  to  save  the  product  of  his  work,  that  moment  the  Indian 
is  saved.  Miss  Carter  is  working  in  the  right  direction.  If  the  Ind- 
ian women  can  be  taught  to  sew,  to  make  their  own  garments,  and 
to  do  other  things  which  are  appropriate  to  the  work  of  a  woman, 
you  save  them,  and  lift  them  to  a  higher  plane.  I  cordially  approve 
of  every  effort  to  make  an  Indian  work,  and  save  the  product  of  his 
labor. 

In  regard  to  the  last  legislation  which  gives  the  power  of  the 
alienation  of  land  by  the  permission  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
under  certain  circumstances,  I  agree  with  General  Whittlesey  and 
Senator  Dawes  in  objecting  to  that  provision  of  the  last  act  of  Con- 
gress. It  is  a  very  dangerous  provision,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  re- 
pealed. At  the  same  time  I  think  the  power  to  lease  these  allotted 
lands  should  somewhere  be  given  in  some  cases.  All  these  allottees 
cannot  be,  and  ought  not  to  be,  farmers  :  some  ought  to  be  mechan- 
ics. There  ought  to  be  shoemakers,  carpenters,  blacksmiths,  among 
them. 

All  these  lands  ought  not  to  be  held  for  farming  alone.  There 
are  many  cases  in  which  it  is  impossible  for  an  allottee  to  cultivate 
the  land.  What  is  a  woman,  for  instance,  to  do  ?  Is  she  to  farm  it, 
or  is  it  to  lie  idle  until  the  twenty-five  years  expire  ?  What  is  the 
young  man  to  do  who  desires  to  become  a  physician,  or  a  lawyer,  or 
a  clergyman,  or  who  desires  to  go  abroad  for  the  purpose  of  secur- 
ing an  education  ?  He  cannot  do  this  and  at  the  same  time  farm 
his  land.  Is,  then,  the  land  to  lie  idle,  and  to  be  of  no  benefit  at  all 
to  the  allottees  ?  There  are  many  other  cases  in  which  it  is  conceiv- 
able that  the  land,  to  be  of  benefit  to  the  allottee,  must  be  capable 
of  being  alienated  for  a  limited  period.  I  think  there  ought  to  be  a 
tribunal  established  which  shall  judge  each  case  by  itself.  I  would 
not  leave  it  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  living  off  in  Washington. 
I  would  establish  a  tribunal,  or  I  would  authorize  the  district  court 
of  the  United  States  to  decide  each  case  by  itself.  The  Secretary  in 
Washington  would  necessarily  decide  on  the  recommendation  of  per- 
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sons  of  whom  he  knows  nothing.  He  could  not  take  the  time  to  ex- 
amine each  case  presented  to  him.  The  act  of  Congress  is  entirely 
objectionable  in  my  view,  and,  as  I  said,  very  dangerous.  I  would 
limit  the  time  of  alienating  the  land  to  five  years,  or  perhaps  not 
more  than  three.  But  there  should  be  the  power  and  privilege 
of  leasing  after  careful  examination  by  some  properly  constituted 
tribunal.     It  can  best  be  done  by  a  court. 

I  feel  a  profound  interest  in  the  work  which  this  Conference  is 
doing,  and  I  look  forward  for  greater  results  in  the  future  than  have 
been  attained  in  the  past.  We  know  that,  largely  through  the  in- 
fluence of  this  Conference,  three-fourths  of  the  Indians  are  now  self- 
supporting.  They  have  learned  to  work.  The  other  fourth  ought  to 
be  brought  up  to  a  similar  condition ;  and  I  trust  that,  with  the  bless- 
ing of  God,  this  result  may  be  attained  within  a  few  years. 

Dr.  Strieby  was  asked  to  continue  the  reminiscences. 


ADDRESS   OF   REV.    M.    E.    STRIEBY,    D.D. 

I  will  confine  myself  to  the  decline  and  fall  of  the  peace  policy 
of  General  Grant.  This  was  an  effort  to  get  the  Indian  work  out 
of  politics.  The  nomination  of  Indian  agents  was  assigned  to  dif- 
ferent missionary  societies.  The  American  Missionary  Association 
accepted  the  appointment  of  six  agents,  and  afterward  eight.  Our 
senior  secretary,  George  Whipple,  was  then  in  the  management  of 
this  department.  He  was  a  man  of  fine  presence,  of  noble  counte- 
nance and  most  sterling  judgment.  We  all  recognized  this.  When 
we  had  talked  a  subject  all  over  and  expressed  our  opinions,  the 
last  decision  of  George  Whipple  carried  every  one  of  us. 

The  Grant  policy  went  on  for  a  while  with  considerable  success. 
But  by  and  by  the  enthusiasm  waned,  and  the  influence  of  politi- 
cians once  more  came  to  the  front.  I  remember  a  United  States  sen- 
ator once,  who  wanted  his  brother  to  be  appointed  to  an  agency,  and 
our  library  was  to  be  enlarged  by  gifts  of  books,  etc.  His  brother 
was  not  appointed,  and  the  books  never  came  ! 

I  was  acquainted  with  Secretary  Schurz.  He  was  a  very  genial 
man.  I  remember  once,  when  the  secretaries  of  the  missionary  so- 
cieties were  gathered  round  him,  and  some  one  said,  "  Why  don't 
you  lay  down  precise  rules  for  these  agents,  so  that  they  will  know 
what  to  do?"  "Well,"  said  he,  "they  have  the  multiplication-table 
and  the  ten  commandments.  What  more  do  they  want  ? "  There  it 
was  in  a  nutshell. 

On  one  occasion  the  Association  nominated  a  man  as  agent.  He 
was  thoroughly  competent,  and  Secretary  Schurz  believed  him  to  be 
so.  The  session  of  Congress  was  drawing  to  a  close.  I  went  to 
Washington,  and  had  a  conference  with  Secretary  Schurz.  Our  nom- 
ination was  sent  in,  and  it  was  so  late  we  thought  there  would  be  no 
dodging  it.  But  a  certain  member  of  Congress  wanted  some  one 
else ;  and  at  the  last  moment,  when  it  was  too  late  to  avert  it,  our 
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man  was  rejected,  and  the  other  man  was  appointed.  It  was  time, 
then,  for  the  Mohonk  Conference  to  be  established  to  inHuence  pub- 
lic sentiment. 

With  the  decay  of  the  Grant  peace  policy,  which  was  becoming 
inoperative,  there  was  nothinj^  to  do  unless  God  should  raise  up  an 
agency  that  would  do  what  this  grand  Conference  has  done, —  create 
a  public  sentiment  that  should  influence  the  whole  American  peo- 
ple, and  through  it  the  national  government. 

It  was  announced  that  Dr.  Lyman  Abbott  would  give  the  next 
address,  and  that  he  would  be  followed  by  Bishop  Whipple  whose 
presence  was  a  perpetual  benediction. 


ADDRESS   OF   REV.   LYMAN    ABBOTT.   D.D. 

I  am  not  a  member  of  the  same  communion,  nor  in  the  episcopal 
succession,  but  there  is  no  living  man  whose  episcopal  benediction 
I  would  rather  have  than  that  of  Bishop  Whipple. 

When  the  Lake  Mohonk  Conference  was  first  founded,  in  the 
year  1882,  the  Indians  of  this  country  were  almost  all  of  them  living 
on  reservations.  Attempts  were  being  made  for  their  education, 
sometimes  by  the  government,  sometimes  by  missionary  societies, 
sometimes  by  a  strangely  un-American  partnership  between  the  gov- 
ernment and  the  missionary  societies.  And  all  these  attempts  were 
individual,  sporadic.  The  American  Indian,  on  American  soil,  was 
so  far  accounted  a  foreigner  that  in  the  Congregational  organization 
he  came  under  the  head  of  foreign  missions;  and  the  churches  main- 
tained in  the  midst  of  Indians  were  a  part  of  our  foreign  missionary 
work. 

They  were  shut  up  in  reservations.  The  reservation  is  a  territory, 
larger  or  smaller,  surrounded  by  an  imaginary  line,  beyond  which  no 
civilizing  elements  are  permitted  to  go  without  the  consent  of  a 
despot,  who  may  be  a  good  one  or  may  be  a  bad  one,  but  who  is 
equally  a  despot, —  the  agent.  The  telegraph,  the  railroad,  the  post- 
office,  the  court,  the  bank,  the  newspaper,  the  church,  the  school,  the 
market,  the  common  interchange  and  play  of  life,  are  all  shut  out.  I 
hold  in  my  hand  a  report  of  the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners  for 
1885.  I  will  beg  leave  to  read  a  description  of  the  reservation  sys- 
tem at  that  time,  which  I  find  embodied  in  that  report,  written  by  a 
gentleman  whom,  possibly,  the  President  of  this  Conference  may 
know  better  than  I  know  him ;  hut  I  am  sure  he  does  not  honor  him 
more  than  I  honor  him, —  Merrill  ¥..  Gates. 

The  mightiest  of  all  teaching  forces  is  example.  Constant  association  with 
those  whom  they  wish  to  imitate  transforms  men  as  does  no  other  process.  From 
this  all-powerful  civilizing  force,  example,  we  carefully  exclude  the  Indians.  We 
herd  them  by  themselves  on  vast,  vacant  reservations. 

While  we  profess  to  desire  their  civilization,  we  adopt  in  the  Indian  reservation 
the  plan  which  of  all  possible  plans  seems  most  carefully  designed  to  preserve  the 
degrading  customs  and  the  low  moral  standards  of  heathen  barbarism.     Take  a 
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barbaric  tribe,  place  them  upon  a  vast  tract  of  land  from  which  you  carefully  ex- 
clude all  civilized  men,  separate  them  by  hundreds  of  miles  from  organized  civil 
society  and  the  example  of  reputable  white  settlers,  and,  having  thus  insulated 
them  in  empty  space,  doubly  insulate  them  from  Christian  civilization  by  surround- 
ing them  with  sticky  layers  of  the  vilest,  most  designingly  wicked  men  our  century 
knows,  the  whiskey-selling  whites  and  the  debased  half-breeds  who  infest  the 
fringes  of  our  reservations,  men  who  have  the  vices  of  the  barbarian  plus  the 
worst  vices  of  the  reckless  frontiersman  and  the  city  criminal,  and  then  endeavor 
to  incite  the  electrifjdng,  life-giving  currents  of  civUized  life  to  flow  through  this 
doubly  insulated  mass.  If  an  Indian  now  and  then  gets  glimpses  of  something 
better  and  seeks  to  leave  this  seething  mass  of  in-and-in  breeding  degradation,  to 
live  in  a  civilized  community,  give  him  no  protection  by  law  and  no  hope  of  citizen- 
ship. If  he  has  won  his  way,  as  many  have  done,  through  the  highest  institutions 
of  learning  with  honor,  tell  him  that  he  may  see  many  of  our  largest  cities  ruled 
by  rings  of  men,  many  of  whom  are  foreigners  by  birth,  ignorant,  worthless,  yet 
naturalized  citizens,  but  that  he  must  not  hope  to  vote  or  to  hold  office. 

If  he  says,  "  I  will  be  content  to  accumulate  property,  then,"  tell  him,  "  You  may 
do  so ;  but  any  one  who  chooses  may  withhold  your  wages,  refuse  to  pay  you 
money  he  has  borrowed,  plunder  you  as  he  will,  and  our  law  gives  you  no  recfress."^ 
Thus  we  drive  the  honest  and  ambitious  Indian,  as  we  do  the  criminals,  back  to- 
the  tribe  and  the  reservation ;  and  cutting  them  off  from  all  hopes  of  bettering 
themselves  while  we  feed  their  laziness  on  government  rations,  we  complain  that 
they  are  not  more  ambitious  and  industrious. 

Christian  missionaries  plunge  into  these  reservations,  struggle  with  the  mass  of 
evil  there,  and,  feeling  that  bright  children  can  be  best  educated  in  the  atmosphere 
of  civilization,  they  send  to  Eastern  institutions  these  Indian  children  plucked  like 
fire-stained  brands  from  the  reservations.  They  are  brought  to  our  industrial 
training  schools.  The  lesson  taught  by  the  comparison  of  their  photographs  when 
they  come  and  when  they  go  is  wonderful. 

The  years  of  contact  with  ideas  and  with  civilized  men  and  Christian  women  so 
transform  them  that  their  faces  shine  with  a  wholly  new  light,  for  they  have  indeed 
"  communed  with  God."  They  came  children  :  they  return  young  men  and  young 
women ;  yet  they  look  younger  in  the  face  than  when  they  came  to  us.  The  pre- 
maturely aged  look  of  hopeless  heathenism  has  given  way  to  that  dew  of  eternal 
youth  which  marks  the  difference  between  the  savage  and  the  man  who  lives  in  the 
thoughts  of  an  eternal  future. 

Yet  such  is  the  effect  of  maintaining  our  tribal  and  reservation  policy  that  we 
send  back  these  young  men  and  women,  not  to  a  life  where  a  home  and  a  family 
could  be  transformed  by  their  influence,  but  into  this  tribal  ma>s  sodden  in  the 
prejudices  of  centuries  of  heathenism,  where  they  gasp  in  vain  for  civilized  occu- 
pations and  example,  until  the  pressure  of  race  instincts  and  the  waves  of  ridicule 
too  often  close  over  their  belter  hopes  and  habits  and  aspirations,  as  the  waves  of 
the  ocean  close  over  the  life-hungry  face  of  a  drowning  man. 

In  1882,  extraordinary  as  it  may  seem,  there  was  a  great  propor- 
tion of  Christian,  humane,  patriotic,  noble  men  and  women  in  this 
country  who  thought  that  we  must  leave  the  reservation  alone,  and 
"reform  it  from  within,"  —  that  is  a  favorite  phrase,  you  know. 
There  were  some  of  us  who  believed  that  the  reservation  was  evil, 
and  only  evil,  and  that  continually ;  and  that  the  only  thing  to  do 
was  absolutely  to  obliterate  it,  and  that  that  could  not  be  done  too 
speedily.  Those  who  held  this  opinion  were  warned  of  the  danger 
of  radical  and  hasty  measures,  but  we  thought  there  was  no  danger 
that  the  process  of  destruction  could  go  on  more  rapidly  than  would 
be  advantageous.  There  were  three  years  of  debate  before  a  final 
decision  was  reached  and  embodied  in  the  platform  of  1885.  The 
idea  embodied  in  the  platform  was  substantially  this, —  that  the 
reservation  is  an  evil,  that  it  ought  to  be  abolished,  that  the  land 
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should  be  divided,  that  the  Indian  should  be  encouraged  and  re- 
quired to  take  the  land,  and  that  whatever  land  was  in  excess  of 
that  which  was  needed  for  the  tribe  should  be  sold  and  the  proceeds 
held  in  trust  for  the  Indians. 

Three  years  went  by;  and  the  question  of  education  was  taken 
up,  and  there  was  a  warm  discussion. 

A  Voice.  —  Hot  ? 

Dr.  Abboti. —  I  think  it  tvas  hot.  I  am  speaking  to  some  persons 
who  have  not  attended  these  Conferences  for  twelve  years.  I  feel 
venerable  when  I  think  that  I  am  twelve  years  old !  Those  who 
were  never  here  before  must  understand  that,  though  we  had  a  hot 
discussion,  it  could  not  have  been  a  bitter  discussion  with  Mr. 
Smiley  looking  on  ;  and  it  never  was.  And  you  cannot  know,  as 
those  of  us  that  were  here  know,  how  that  wonderful  genius  of  good 
humor.  General  P'isk,  poured  on  the  oil  of  sweetness  and  love  when- 
ever the  joints  began  to  creak  a  little. 

So  the  Lake  Mohonk  Conference,  not  suddenly,  but  by  a  gradual 
process  and  slow  debate,  reached  the  radical  and  fundamental  posi- 
tion that  the  Indian  is  a  man,  and  that  he  is  to  be  treated  as 
other  men.  In  that  is  the  solution  of  the  whole  Indian  problem. 
Still  there  are  men  that  say,  "  Do  you  think  the  Indian  can  take  care 
of  himself? "  "  I  do  not  know  ;  but,  if  anything  is  settled  by  a  *  cen- 
tury of  dishonor,'  it  is  that  the  people  of  the  United  States  cannot 
take  care  of  him."  It  is  safer  to  leave  him  to  work  out  his  own 
salvation,  and  take  the  bitterness  of  his  life  with  its  sweet,  with  the 
be'ief  that  there  is  the  mercy  of  God  reaching  out  to  all,  a  mercy 
wliich  endureth  forever,  and  has  opportunities  that  we  know  not  of, 
than  it  is  for  us  to  intrust  him  to  the  care  and  keeping  of  men  who  are 
—  ril  tell  you  a  story.  I  once  visited  the  coal  mines  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  I  asked  one  of  the  coal  barons  what  sort  of  men  were  digging 
their  coal.  He  said:  *'The  Irish  are  gone,  and  the  Welsh  are  gone. 
Our  miners  now  are  Hungarians."  '*  What  sort  of  people  are  they  ?  " 
I  asked.  **  Something  like  the  parsons,"  he  said,  *'  some  good,  and 
some  bad."  Those  are  the  people  we  have  to  intrust  the  Indians 
to,  when  we  intrust  them  to  agents, —  some  good,  some  bad,  but, 
whether  good  or  bad,  not  to  be  intrusted  with  absolute  authority 
over  their  fellow-men.  Our  government  is  adapted  to  the  protection 
of  the  individual  and  the  maintenance  of  liberty.  It  is  not  adapted 
to  the  exercise  of  paternal  functions.  Whenever  it  attempts  to  exer- 
cise them,  it  fails. 

What  lies  before  us  in  the  future  ?  Three  things,  it  seems  to  me. 
What  are  we  to  work  for  ?  First  of  all,  justice.  There  ought  to  be 
such  a  feeling  of  wrath  and  fiery  indignation  against  the  system  that 
puts  the  wards  of  this  nation  into  the  hands  of  men  who  have  had 
neither  experience  nor  training,  and  who  have  not  the  moral  qualifica- 
tions for  the  work,  and  puts  them  there  to  pay  for  political  service 
rendered  in  the  past  or  to  be  rendered  in  the  future,  —  there  ought 
to  be  such  a  fiery  indignation  against  that  flagrant  injustice,  whether 
under  Republican  or  Democratic  administration,  that  it  would  be  im- 
possible for  such  a  system  to  live. 
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The  second  objective  point  is  liberty.  Who  is  it  that  said,  "  The 
cure  for  the  evils  of  liberty  is  more  liberty  "  ?  The  time  is  not  far 
distant  when  we  shall  recognize  the  right  of  the  Indian  to  the  same 
liberty  that  we  claim  for  ourselves,  and  when  the  Indian  who  has 
land  shall  have  the  right  to  alienate  that  land.  I  venture  to  say  that 
if  my  friend,  Mr.  Painter,  will  go  to  New  York,  and  visit  some  of  the 
clubs  in  that  city,  he  will  find  some  white  men  with  their  hands  in 
their  pockets,  smoking  cigarettes  instead  of  pipes,  and  having  an 
easy  time  because  they  have  leased  their  land  and  are  letting  some 
one  else  do  their  work  for  them.  The  time  for  untrammelled  liberty 
may  not  have  come  yet ;  but  it  is  not  far  distant,  and  we  are  to  speed, 
not  retard,  the  day. 

The  third  objection  is  education.  I  do  not  say  education  and 
religion,  because  I  do  not  recognize  any  education  that  is  not  re- 
ligious, nor  any  religion  that  is  not  educative.  The  ideal  system  of 
education  has  been  so  admirably  outlined  to-day  by  Dr.  Hailman 
that  it  would  be  an  impertinence  for  me  to  attempt  to  add  to  that 
outline, —  an  education  in  which  Church  and  State  will  co-operate, 
but  not  be  in  partnership  ;  an  education  in  which  conscience,  rever- 
ence, love,  and  faith  will  have  their  development,  as  well  as  hands, 
and  feet,  and  brain. 


ADDRESS  OF  BISHOP  WHIPPLE. 

I  hardly  know  how  to  frame  any  words  for  my  thoughts  as  I  read 
in  your  faces  your  love  for  these  red  children  of  our  Father.  I 
have  been  thinking  of  the  joy  that  comes  to  the  Saviour's  heart 
when  he  sees  how  we  Christian  folk  are  learning  to  love  each  other 
in  loving  all  that  he  loves.  And  may  I  not  say  when  he  sees  these 
wanderers  coming  home  that  the  travail  of  his  soul  is  satisfied  ? 

It  is  thirty-five  years  since  I  paid  my  first  visit  to  the  Indians  of 
Minnesota.  They  belonged  to  the  two  great  families  that  repre- 
sented all  of  the  Indians  north  of  the  Cherokees  with  the  exception 
of  the  Six  Nations  of  New  York,  the  Algonquins,  and  the  Dakotas. 
I  read  the  other  day  that  there  was  but  one  man  who  could  read 
Eliot's  Bible.  That  is  a  mistake.  It  can  be  read  by  the  Ojibways 
of  Minnesota,  and  perhaps  it  may  interest  you  if  I  read  to  you  the 
meanings  of  the  names  of  some  of  the  principal  branches  of  the 
great  family  of  Indians  called  by  the  French  Algonquins :  — 

1.  Ojibway ;  plural,  Ojibtveg ;  the  Chippewas.  The  name  means  "  to-roast- 
till-puckered-up."  Probably  so  called  from  an  incident  in  their  history.  See 
Warren *s  History. 

2.  Ottawa ;  plural,  Ottawag ;  the  Ottawas.  Meaning  *•  the  traders,"  from 
their  selling  or  passing  to  the  interior  tribes  the  wares  they  received  from  the 
French  in  the  St.  Laurence. 

3.  Biva-da-wa-dum-ig ;  the  Pottawatomies.  Meaning  "  those-who-kepp-the 
fire,"  who  lived  in  Illinois. 

4.  Miami ;  plural,  Miamig ;  the  Miamis.  Meaning  "  those-who  live-on-the- 
Peninsula,"  who  lived  in  Ohio. 

5.  Sagig ;  the  Sacs.     Meaning  "  those-who-live-at-the-entry." 
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6.  Od-ish-qua-g^uffi-ig.  Meaning  "  those-who-live-at-the-end-of-the-water,"  the 
Mic-Macs  of  Nova  Scotia. 

7.  Wabun-aki ;  plural,  Wabun-ukig ;  *' men-of-the-Eastem-land,"  the  Abanakis 
of  Maine. 

8.  Wabun-akig  is  also  their  name  for  the  Delawares,  meaning  "  eastern-earth- 
dwellers." 

9.  Shawufiog  ;  the  Shawnees.     Meaning  "  southern-people." 

10.  O-manomin-ii^ ;  "wild-rice-people,"  the  Manominies  of  Wisconsin, 
ir.  O-dug-am-ig;  meaning  "  those-who-live-on-the-opposite-side." 

12.  Ki-nis'tin-og ;  the  Crees,  of  the  British  possessions. 

13.  0-mush-ki-gog ;  the  Muskigoes,  "  Swamp-people." 

At  the  time  of  my  first  visit  and  a  little  later  our  Indian  affairs 
were  at  their  worst.  It  is  not  slander  to  say  that  our  Indian  system 
was  a  synonyme  for  robbery.  The  Indian  agent  received  his  office  sim- 
ply as  a  reward  for  being  a  henchman  of  some  politician.  The  Ind- 
ians had  sunk  to  a  depth  of  degradation  that  their  heathen  forefathers 
had  never  known.  When  I  listen  to  my  good  friend  General  Whittle- 
sey, and  to  the  good  Superintendent  of  Indian  Schools  as  represen- 
tative of  Indian  officials,  I  think  of  the  time  when  the  Indian  school- 
teacher was  appointed  fresh  from  keeping  a  drinking  saloon ;  and, 
although  he  held  office  for  two  years,  you  will  not  be  surprised  that 
there  was  not  a  solitary  Indian  child  that  learned  to  read.  There 
was  no  such  thing  as  law  in  the  Indian  country.  I  knew  an  Indian 
woman,  of  pure  character,  murdered  in  cold  blood  in  the  presence  of 
a  number  of  witnesses ;  and  an  Indian  arrested  the  man,  and  took 
him  to  Fort  Ripley,  the  nearest  post.  He  was  put  in  the  guard- 
house for  four  months,  but  the  Secretary  of  War  ordered  his  discharge 
because  there  was  no  law  to  punish  an  Indian.  I  knew  a  white 
man,  when  he  passed  an  Indian  sleeping  under  a  tree,  to  swear  with 
an  oath,  "  I  will  kill  that  redskin  "  ;  and  in  the  presence  of  two  others 
he  killed  the  Indian.  Rev.  E.  P.  Smith  —  I  can  hardly  speak  his 
name  without  tears  in  my  eyes,  for  he  died  a  martyr  to  his  fidelity 
to  the  Indians  — gave  fifty  dollars  out  of  his  pocket,  and  I  fifty;  but 
we  could  not  secure  that  the  man  should  be  punished  for  that 
murder.  I  have  often  wondered,  as  I  looked  back  upon  those  years, 
when  I  used  to  say  that  I  was  walking  on  my  heart,  as  to  why  I  never 
gave  up.  Well,  I  can  tell  you  two  reasons.  When  it  was  so  dark 
that  I  could  not  see  a  step  ahead,  I  read  anew  the  old  story  of  the 
love  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  I  found  that  there  was  never  a  solitary 
human  being  that  came  into  his  presence  where  he  was  not  per- 
fectly hopeful  for  humanity ;  for  in  his  love  there  was  no  limitation 
of  sects  or  caste  or  tribe.  And  then  I  remembered  that  when  that 
man  wrote  as  no  man  ever  did  write  about  the  things  of  God,  Saint 
Paul,  he  did  not  end  till  he  said  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  same, 
yesterday,  to-day,  and  forever.  And  so  I  resolved  to  work  and 
wait. 

At  that  time  there  was  a  strange  apathy  on  the  part  of  Christian 
men.  It  seemed  as  if  the  hearts  of  Christian  people  were  dead 
when  they  thought  of  the  poor  red  man,  whose  rights  were  unques- 
tioned. The  law  of  nations  recognized  that  he  had  possessory 
rights  to  the  soil,  and  the  ordinance  of  1787  affirmed  it.     The  judi- 
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ciary,  the  executive,  and  the  legislative  departments  of  the  govern- 
ment recognized  his  rights  as  a  man.  When  Napoleon  sold  us  that 
vast  country  west  of  the  Mississippi,  he  reserved  the  rights  of  the 
Indian.  And  yet  I  remember,  the  first  time  that  I  was  asked  to 
deliver  a  missionary  address  after  my  visit  to  the  Indian  country,  a 
very  wise  man  said  to  me :  "  You  are  a  young  bishop,  and  you  have 
a  very  great  work  to  do ;  but  I  hope  you  will  not  be  tempted  to  say 
anything  about  the  Indians.  They  are  a  perishing  race.  They  will 
pass  away  from  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  you  can  do  nothing  for 
them."  When  I  came  to  speak,  I  repeated  the  advice  which  1  had 
received  to  the  congregation.  I  said  that  advice  reminds  me  of  a 
story.  A  slave  had  an  infidel  master  who  said  to  him  one  day  :  "  Jim, 
you  are  the  queerest  fellow  I  know  on  earth.  You  are  always  talk- 
ing about  faith.  It  is  faith  in  the  morning,  and  faith  at  noon,  and 
faith  at  night.  I  suppose,  if  you  thought  the  Lord  were  to  tell  you 
to  jump  over  that  stone  wall,  you  would  go  and  do  it."  "  Yes, 
massa,"  he  replied,  "if  the  Lord  should  tell  Jim  to  jump  through 
the  stone  wall,  it  is  Jim's  business  to  jump ;  and  it  is  the  Lord's 
business  to  get  him  through."  So  I  determined  to  go  on  with  my 
work. 

I  cannot  tell  you  all  the  lights  and  shadows  of  that  early  life. 
There  is  hardly  a  trail  in  all  that  northern  forest  in  which  I  have 
not  travelled  in  summer  and  winter.  I  remember  once  that  I  heard 
that  some  Indians  were  starving ;  and  I  waded  for  more  than  forty 
miles  with  the  snow  nearly  to  my  waist,  and  I  was  able  to  save  those 
poor  Indians.  I  can  say  that  the  lines  on  my  cheek  have  some  of 
them  been  honestly  earned,  but  a  power  above  my  weak  will  com- 
pelled me  to  go  and  preach  to  those  Indians  the  love  of  their  Father. 

I  think  I  mentioned  last  year  that  my  good  friend,  Dr.  Strieby, 
had  a  missionary  at  Red  Lake.  I  will  mention  an  incident  con- 
nected with  that  which  brought  us  together.  On  one  of  my  annual 
visits  to  the  Indian  country  an  Indian  chief  walked  150  miles  to 
meet  me.  He  said  :  "  White  man  say  they  have  bought  my  land.  I 
have  not  sold  land.  I  have  not  signed  treaty.  I  hear  you  are  ser- 
vant of  Great  Spirit,  and  you  pity  Indian.  Will  you  help  me?"  I 
traced  out  the  stor}%  and  I  found  he  had  told  the  truth  ;  and  I  asked 
him  to  go  to  Washington,  and  I  promised  I  would  help  him.  I  went 
to  Washington  full  of  enthusiasm  then,  and  I  worked  for  weeks ;  and 
the  authorities  at  Washington  very  coolly  told  me,  "We  have  made 
that  treaty,  and  we  shall  enforce  it."  I  am  afraid  I  became  angry, 
but  it  was  the  kind  of  righteous  anger  of  which  Saint  Paul  spoke.  I 
went  into  the  Indian  Bureau,  and  I  said :  "  Sir,  I  came  here  to  tell 
you  a  story  which,  if  heeded,  would  save  that  northern  frontier  from 
an  Indian  massacre.  We  have  had  one  on  the  western  border.  But 
I  have  made  up  my  mind,  if  I  had  whistled  against  the  North  wind, 
I  should  have  done  as  much  good.  I  am  going  home,  and  you  will 
hear  from  me  through  the  public  press."  The  officer  said  to  me, 
"  You  have  said  a  great  many  hard  things  against  this  Bureau."  I 
replied  :  "  Yes,  and  I  have  always  said  them  over  my  own  signature ; 
and  I  never  made  a  statement  that  I  have  not  the  proof  which  I  can 
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produce  in  any  court  of  justice.  And  I  will  tell  you  something  else. 
The  darkest  transactions  of  personal  dishonesty  I  have  never  al- 
luded to.     Some  day  I  may." 

The  next  day  the  officials  asked  :  ''  What  is  it  Bishop  Whipple, 
wants?  If  he  wants  money  for  schools,  we  are  ready  to  help  him." 
And  they  replied  :  ''  You  don't  know  Bishop  Whipple.  If  he  makes 
a  statement,  you  may  be  sure  he  has  proof  behind  him.  The 
only  thing  he  wants  is  justice  for  those  Indians,  and  some  day  he 
will  have  it."     And  they  sent  for  the  Indians,  and  made  a  treaty. 

That  Indian  from  pure  gratitude  came  to  see  me  three  times,  a 
journey  of  more  than  300  miles,  on  foot,  and  he  said,  *'  My  friend, 
I  want  you  to  give  me  a  missionary."  I  said  :  *'  \'ou  have  a  mission- 
ary there.  I  can't  send  another."  '*\V^ell,"  he  said,  **  I  want  one 
of  your  kind ;  for  I  know  your  kind.  We  know  your  love,  and  we 
want  that  kind  of  a  missionary."  I  sat  down,  and  wrote  to  Dr. 
Strieby,  and  said,  ''  I  will  never  present  a  divided  Christianity  to 
those  heathen  folk,  but  I  ask  your  permission  to  plant  a  mission 
there"  ;  and  Dr.  Strieby  wrote  back,  *'  I  think  the  wisest  thing  for  us 
to  do  is  to  withdraw,  and  leive  the  field  to  you." 

So  we  established  a  mission  there ;  and,  when  we  came  to  consider 
what  we  should  call  it,  I  asked  my  superintendent  whom  I  had 
known  from  a  boy  what  it  would  better  be,  and  he  replied,  **  You 
know  these  men  are  awfully  degraded,  and  in  the  Book  of  Revela- 
tion it  speaks  in  one  place  of  my  servant  Antipas,  *  where  Satan 
dwclleth,'  and  I  think  we  had  better  call  it  the  Mission  of  St.  Anti- 
pas."     And  so  we  did. 

That  mission  has  been  there  more  than  twenty  years,  and  there 
are  to-day  more  Christians  in  that  village  than  there  are  in  any  set- 
tlement or  any  village  or  any  city  in  the  State  of  Minnesota  in  pro- 
portion to  the  population.      That  is  not  failure. 

As  we  look  back  upon  the  past,  there  have  always  been  gleams  of 
light.  Sometimes  they  were  so  slight  that  perhaps  you  would  not 
have  thought  much  of  them  ;  but,  if  you  had  been  walking  on  your 
heart,  they  would  have  been  like  the  voice  of  (iod. 

An  Indian  came  to  my  house  one  day;  and,  when  I  opened  the 
door,  he  knelt  at  my  knee.  I  said,  **  Don't  kneel."  He  replied:  **  I 
do  not  kneel  to  worship  you.  I  kneel  because  my  heart  is  warm  to 
the  man  who  has  loving  pity  for  my  people.  I  am  a  wild  man,  but 
I  never  look  into  the  faces  of  my  children  that  my  heart  is  not  sick. 
My  fathers  told  that  there  was  a  Great  S])irit,  and  I  have  often  tried 
to  talk  to  him  ;  but  I  never  heard  any  voice."  He  looked  up,  and 
said:  *'\'ou  do  not  know  what  I  mean.  You  never  stood  in  the  dark, 
and  could  not  reach  hold  of  anything.  One  day  an  Indian  came  to 
my  wigwam,  and  he  told  me  a  wonderful  story  that  you  had  told  at 
Red  Lake  about  the  son  of  the  Great  Spirit ;  and  I  said,  I  must  hear 
that  story,  and  I  have  walked  more  than  a  hundred  miles.  Oh,  will 
you  tell  me  that  story  ?  Surely,  the  Great  Spirit  will  not  let  me  die 
till  I  have  heard  it."  And  the  man  did  hear  the  story;  and  then  he 
looked  up,  and  said:  ''It  is  not  dark  now.  My  heart  is  laughing  all 
the  while." 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


49 

Now  there  was  another  thing.  Our  heavenly  Father  had  so 
ordered  it,  because  I  was  being  educated  as  well  as  the  Indian,  that 
help  came  in  his  providence  from  a  most  unexpected  source.  I  re- 
ceived a  message  that  there  was  not  enough  food  on  the  White 
Earth  Reservation.  It  was  before  the  bulk  of  the  Indians  had  been 
removed ;  and  the  crops,  owing  to  the  grasshoppers,  had  been  lost. 
I  borrowed  $500  worth  of  flour,  and  sent  it  out.  And  some  kind 
friend  told  of  it,  and  I  received  a  letter  from  Friends  in  Pennsylvania, 
who  sent  me  $2,000  to  take  care  of  those  Indians.  That  was  the 
love  of  Christ.  I  suppose  it  was  from  that  kindly  feeling  I  had 
the  honor  of  being  perhaps  the  only  bishop  in  Christendom  ever  in- 
vited to  address  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Friends  of  the  orthodox 
branch,  and  also  the  Friends  of  the  Hicksite  branch  of  Quakers. 
One  of  these  Friends  I  must  mention,  for  those  who  are  a  stranger  to 
Mr.  Stewart  Brown.  He  sent  me  Si, 000,  which  bought  the  first 
house  which  the  Ojibways  had  ever  received ;  and  the  vast  herd  of 
cattle  that  belongs  to  them  to-day  is  in  part  due  to  the  generosity  of 
that  noble  man. 

The  problem  has  not  yet  been  solved.  The  wanderers  have  not 
all  been  brought  home.  Here  let  me  tell  you  an  inddent  that  hap- 
pened a  few  years  ago.  We  were  beset  constantly  by  a  compli- 
cation of  anxieties.  Some  of  our  Indians  had  been  led  astray.  It 
was  sad  almost  to  heart-breaking.  1  met  my  superintendent  whom 
I  always  called  Joseph,  and  we  talked  it  over  very  sadly.  Then  I 
burst  out  laughing.  He  said,  **What  are  you  laughing  at.-*"  and  I 
replied:  **  To  think  that  you  and  1  are  such  fools.  Why,  the  devil 
has  had  possession  of  these  people  for  centuries,  and  we  think 
he  is  going  to  give  up  without  a  fight.  I  think  we  had  better  begin 
to  fight  again."     And  we  did. 

I  visited  the  White  Earth  Reservation  recently.  At  my  first  visit, 
years  ago,  I  met  blanketed,  painted  savages.  The  last  time  1  was 
there  I  had  550  Indians  join  with  me  in  public  worship,  and  after  I 
was  there  some  considerable  time  I  did  not  see  a  single  Indian  with 
a  painted  face  nor  one  who  wore  a  blanket. 

You  heard  my  dear  friend.  Miss  Carter,  tell  you  about  the  lace- 
workers.  It  is  ever  blessed  to  give  employment,  but  she  gives  a 
great  deal  more  than  that.  I  was  one  day  sitting  in  the  doctor's 
house  when  an  Indian  woman,  now  one  of  Miss  Carter's  best  lace- 
workers,  came  into  the  room,  and  the  tears  began  to  run  down  her 
cheeks ;  and,  when  we  talked  with  her,  she  said  :  "■  I  am  not  crying 
because  1  am  sorry,  but  because  1  am  thinking  how  dreadful  it  is 
to  be  a  woman  where  they  have  not  heard  of  the  love  of  Jesus 
Christ,  and  of  how  good  my  husband  is  since  he  has  known  of  it, 
since  we  have  a  home."  Afterwards  she  said  to  Miss  Carter:  **  I 
notice  you  wear  something  around  your  neck  that  is  white  and  looks 
nice,  and  I  think  my  husband  would  like  to  have  me  wear  one. 
Wouldn't  you  tell  me  how  to  do  one  ? "  So  very  womanly,  wasn't 
it  ?  And  so  this  lace-making  has  brought  ideas  of  refinement  con- 
nected with  the  home-making.  I  do  not  depreciate  the  blessing  of 
giving  labor ;  but  the  happiest  face  I    have  ever  looked   into  was  a 
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little  deformed  Indian  girl,  a  full-blood.  When  I  came  to  her  log 
house,  she  came  rushing  out  to  me  with  a  little  specimen  of  lace- 
work  in  her  hand,  and  cried,  "  I  made  it,  I  made  it ! "  and  held  it 
against  her  heart.  Then  she  showed  me  in  delight  a  little  piece  of 
money  which  she  had  earned  by  making  lace,  and  I  saw  the  feeling 
of  independence  that  was  coming  to  the  dear  child.  There  is  no 
rivalry  in  such  work,  save  only  the  rivalry  as  to  who  shall  do  the 
Master's  work  best. 

Had  I  time,  I  should  like  to  tell  you  something  about  a  body  of 
Indians,  one  of  them  the  truest  hero  that  I  ever  knew, —  a  man  that, 
during  all  the  horrors  of  that  Sioux  outbreak,  stood  like  a  wall  of 
fire  to  protect  helpless  womanhood.  When  Little  Crow  came  back 
from  that  outbreak,  he  would  tell  me  what  they  had  done,  and  all 
that  they  proposed  to  do  ;  and  once  he  said  :  "  We  are  gomg  to  join 
with  the  Canadians,  and  they  will  help  us ;  and  we  will  drive  out  all 
those  Yankees,  and  get  back  our  own  land."  And  then  this  brave 
man  said  :  '*  Why  don't  you  tell  them  the  truth  ?  Why  don't  you  tell 
them  that  those  Indians  in  Canada  are  ruled  by  a  squaw,  and  that 
she  would  not  touch  with  her  little  finger  one  of  their  bloody  hands  I  " 
Then  they  shoitted,  "  Shoot  him,  shoot  him  !  "  And  he  opened  his 
coat,  and  said,  ''  You  may  shoot  me,  but  you  cannot  keep  me  from 
telling  you  the  truth." 

Now,  this  great  government  took  care  of  the  hostile  Indians ;  and 
they  are  drawing  rations  to-day.  But  these  other  Indians  have  been 
left  penniless.  Out  of  my  meagre  salary  I  botight  from  ten  to  twenty 
acres  apiece  for  a  few  of  them.  By  a  strange  providence  their  crops 
have  failed,  and  we  do  not  know  how  they  will  go  through  the  win- 
ter. I  trust  the  hearts  of  Christian  people  will  be  touched  by  them, 
and  that  the  time  is  fast  coming  when  men  that  deserve  protection 
shall  be  protected  by  the  United  States  government. 

There  are  a  few  things  that  I  wish  to  say  with  reference  to  the 
problem  of  the  future.  I  cannot  tell  you  how  my  heart  throbbed 
and  my  eyes  were  blinded  with  tears,  as  I  heard  that  good  Superin- 
tendent tell  of  his  plans  for  Indian  schools.  I  agree  with  all  that 
has  been  said  that  the  government  ought  as  early  as  possible  to  have 
the  entire  care  of  the  education  of  the  Indians ;  and  I  want  to  say  to 
this  Conierence,  /esfi/i a  lente^ — make  haste  slowly.  The  time  has  not 
come  that  you  can  dispense  with  such  work  as  has  been  done  by 
my  good  friend,  Captain  Pratt,  or  by  the  Hampton  School ;  but 
there  is  one  thing  that  ought  to  be  done  at  once,  and  that  is  that 
there  should  be  no  contract  schools  on  the  Indian  reservations. 
Whenever  you  give  a  contract  to  the  members  of  any  religious  body 
for  a  contract  school  on  the  reservation,  you  have  so  far  united 
Church  and  State,  and  are  teaching  these  Indians  that  these  are  the 
only  men  who  have  influence  with  the  United  States  government. 

Now,  another  thing.  When  the  government  school  at  the  agency 
has  received  all  the  Indian  children  that  it  is  possible  for  them  to 
care  for,  there  is  a  large  number  of  Indians  unprovided  for ;  and  the 
effect  of  the  Severalty  Act  is  to  scatter  them  more  widely.  And, 
therefore,   I   insist  that  one  of  the  first  things  for  the  government 
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to  do  is  to  incorporate  a  district  school  system  for  the  Indians  that 
are  remote  from  an  agency.  I  tried  to  have  the  government  estab- 
lish some  such  schools,  but  they  had  no  money  for  the  purpose ;  but 
we  have  three  most  successful  schools  of  that  character,  which  at  the 
very  earliest  moment  ought  to  be  turned  over  to  the  government. 
We  give  the  Indian  children  a  lunch  at  noon  of  bread  and  butter ; 
and  these  little  Indians,  poorly  clad,  come  in  all  weathers  three  and 
four  miles  rather  than  miss  the  school. 

Another  thing.  I  agree  with  all  my  good  brother  Dr.  Abbott  has 
said  of  the  need  of  looking  forward  to  making  the  Indians  citizens. 
But  we  have  had  some  experience  in  voting  in  Minnesota.  The 
President  of  the  United  States  said  to  me,  "  Do  you  think  that  the 
making  of  the  Indians  voters  will  settle  the  Indian  problem  ? "  I 
smiled,  but  said,  "We  have  tried  it  in  Minnesota."  "Why,"  he  said, 
"  I  did  not  know  it  had  ever  been  tried."  In  Territorial  times  any 
Indian  who  wore  civilized  dress  was  entitled  to  vote.  We  had  a 
close  election,  and  one  morning  we  found  the  whole  tribe  had  been 
run  through  one  pair  of  hickory  shirts  and  pantaloons  and  voted  be- 
tween sunrise  and  sunset.     vSo  you  see  how  that  can  be  worked. 

Another  thing.  I  desire  to  emphasize  the  importance  of  perma- 
nency in  the  office  of  the  Indian  agent,  if  the  man  is  fitted  for  the 
trust.  As  a  rule,  the  man  that  has  never  looked  in  the  face  of  an 
Indian,  when  he  goes  to  the  frontier,  can  tell  you  exactly  what  to  do 
and  how  to  solve  the  Indian  problem.  After  he  has  been  there  a 
little  time,  he  begins  to  learn  a  little  something ;  but,  unfortunately, 
under  our  political  system,  the  very  moment  the  man  has  proved 
himself  fitted  for  the  trust,  he  is  removed,  and  even  the  Mohonk 
Conference  has  not  been  able  to  keep  him  in  the  place.  I  remem- 
ber when  nearly  1,500  citizens  of  the  neighboring  city,  under  the 
lead  of  a  man  whom  I  love  and  revere, —  Herbert  Welsh, —  asked 
that  an  agent  should  be  retained  who  was  doing  a  grand  work,  piti- 
fully failed.  That  political  power  is  still  stronger  than  our  influence. 
But,  thank  God,  the  day  is  coming  when  this  problem,  like  all  other 
problems,  will  be  solved  by  the  law  of  love,  the  law  of  that  Master 
who  said,  "  Do  unto  others  as  you  would  have  them  do  unto  you." 

I  can  tell  you  that  there  are  single  Indian  men  and  women  whose 
lives  would  repay  me  for  all  the  work  that  I  have  ever  done  for 
them.  At  my  last  visitation  I  asked  the  superintendent  of  our  mis- 
sion to  go  over  the  names  of  the  women,  and  tell  me  about  the  Chris- 
tian character  and  purity  of  those  Indian  women.  And  he  said, 
"  I  thank  God  I  can  tell  you,  bishop,  that  I  do  not  believe  there  are 
any  women  in  the  State  of  Minnesota  who  are  living  purer  and 
holier  lives  than  these  Indian  women."  I  have  no  doubt  that  in  the 
future  as  in  the  past  we  shall  come  to  a  good  many  hard  places. 
There  will  always  be  hard  problems  to  solve,  but  I  have  never  had 
my  heart  so  sore  as  when  I  listened  to  the  story  of  my  good  friend. 
Senator  Dawes.  It  is  enough  to  make  an  American  hang  his  head  in 
shame.  But  all  these  things  must  be  settled  by  the  law  of  Christ. 
We  must  not  fear  as  to  the  final  result.  When  God  is  with  us,  we 
may  never  be  afraid. 
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As  for  myself,  I  am  an  old  man  now,  and  home  is  near,  but  one  of 
the  hopes  that  beckon  me  on  is  that  among  those  waiting  over  yon- 
der there  are  many  that  you  Christian  helpers  have  permitted  us  to 
lift  out  of  darkness  and  despair  into  the  light  and  the  liberty  of  chil- 
dren of  God ;  and,  when  I  lie  in  my  narrow  bed,  I  would  rather  have 
one  of  those  poor  red  men  drop  a  tear  on  my  grave,  and  say,  "  He 
who  sleeps  here  would  have  helped  me  if  he  could,"  than  to  have  the 
proudest  monument  ever  built  for  any  man  who  died  of  the  world^s 
surfeit. 

The  following  paper  was  read  by  title,  and  referred  to  the  Publica- 
tion Committee  for  printing  :  — 


THE   EFFECT   OF    EDUCATION    ON   THE    INDIAN. 

BY    FREDERICK    TRKON,    M.D..    CRACO    CREEK,    SO.    DAK. 

The  education  of  the  Indians  of  our  country  has  received  within 
the  past  few  years  much  attention.  There  has  been  a  steady  in- 
crease in  the  appropriations  made  by  Congress  each  year,  until  they 
have  grown  from  ^20,000  in  1877  to  S2, 243, 497  in  1894,  for  educa- 
tional purposes  alone.  These  enormous  amounts  have  met  with 
much  opposition  on  the  part  of  a  certain  class  who  have  steadfastly 
maintained  that  it  was  a  waste  of  public  money  to  attempt  to  edu- 
cate the  Indian.  Hut  there  has  certainly  been  a  rapid  growth  during 
the  past  three  years  in  favor  of  educating,  not  a  few,  but  all  of  the 
Indian  youths  ;  and,  to  do  this,  large  appropriations  are  required. 

1  wisli  to  state  here  that  I  shall  endeavor  to  treat  this  subject  with 
fairness;  and  it  may  be  well  to  say  also  that,  if  1  err,  it  will  probably 
be  on  the  side  of  education.  In  other  words,  I  am  so  strongly  in 
favor  of  education  that  I  may  be  influenced  by  my  opinions  to  treat 
with  liberality  some  things  that  may  appear  detrimental  to  health. 

If  education,  as  claimed  by  some,  is  the  cause  of  much  suffering 
among  the  Indians,  and  tends  to  the  ultimate  extermination  of  the 
race,  then  it  would  appear  best  to  leave  them  alone  in  their  wild,  un- 
tutored condition.  But  is  this  true?  To  Christianize  is  to  enlighten; 
and  is  not  that  to  educate  ?  It  is  unfair  to  suppose  that  education 
alone  is  responsible  for  the  present  status  of  the  Indian's  health, 
and  particularly  is  the  idea  erroneous  that  he  is  more  liable  to 
disease  when  conhned  under  proper  conditions  to  school  work  than 
he  is  in  his  home.  If  it  were  possible  for  the  Indian  to  go  back  to 
his  primitive  habits  and  customs  or  if  he  could  be  advanced  far 
enough  in  civilization  to  overcome  his  present  harmful  methods  of  liv- 
ing, then  the  argument  might  have  a  basis.  Let  us  see  what  his  pres- 
ent habits  are;  and,  first,  let  us  look  into  his  home,  and  note  his  sur- 
roundings, quoting  from  my  article  (read  before  the  Dakota  Medical 
Society,  June,  1889),  in  which  I  state  :  "  In  their  houses  we  find  but 
little    or    no    ventilation  :    the    family  cook,   eat,   and    sleep   in   one 
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room.  In  this  room  are  crowded  a  half-dozen  or  more  men,  women, 
and  children.  Around  the  room  hangs  plenty  of  fresh  beef,  upon 
which  the  flies  may  light  and  deposit  their  quota  of  living  germs  to 
be  taken  into  the  stomachs  of  these  people.  You  will  also  find  in 
this  ill-ventilated,  overcrowded,  filthy  room  a  half- dozen  or  more  . 
dogs,  and  frequently  as  many  more  squealing  puppies  with  their 
eyes  not  open.  Their  beds  are  positively  too  filthy  to  describe, 
usually  a  wooden  bedstead  with  too  scanty  bed-clothing,  were  it  not 
for  the  fact  that  the  inmates  seldom  remove  their  clothing  upon 
going  to  bed,  and,  when  they  arise,  ablution  being  rarely,  if  ever  per- 
formed." 

Dr.  J.  B.  Graham,  in  a  very  able  article  (read  before  the  Dakota 
Medical  Society,  June,  1889)  entitled  "Scrofula  among  the  Sioux," 
says,  describing  their  homes  :  "  A  log  cabin,  with  dirt  floor,  which  is 
plastered  till  almost  air-tight.  Light  is  admitted  through  a  single 
window,  without  any  ventilation  whatever.  These  houses  are  kept 
in  winter  at  a  temperature  from  80  degrees  to  90  degrees  Fahrenheit, 
and  inside  are  practically  dry  at  all  times.  Exhalations  from  per- 
sons and  dogs,  with  sputa  from  consumption  and  pus  from  scrofulous 
sores,  are  allowed  to  lodge  on  the  walls  and  dirt  floors.  They  are 
rapidly  dried  by  the  high  temperature,  and  suspended  in  the  atmos- 
phere of  the  rooms.  Thus  it  may  be  seen  that  these  houses  are  the 
very  gravest  sources  of  danger.  Veritable  culture-soils  and  hot- 
beds, they  furnish  the  best  possible  conditions  for  the  spread  of 
tuberculosis,  when  the  bacilli  lodge  in  the  soil  prepared  for  them  by 
exposure,  underfeeding,  and  mal-nutrition.  Not  only  is  death  lurk- 
ing in  the  air  of  these  places,  but,  as  the  raw  beef,  sliced,  is  hung 
there  to  dry  in  winter,  tubercle  bacilli,  or  spores,  may  lodge  on  the 
beef;  and,  as  this  is  often  eaten  raw,  another  most  formidable  source 
of  danger  to  others  and  of  self-infection  presents  itself." 

Dr.  A.  B.  Holder  in  an  article,  "Diseases  among  the  Indians,'' 
published  in  the  Mcilical  Record  for  August,  1S92,  says:  '' F'orty 
houses  built  for  Indians  of  this  [the  CrowJ  reservation  by  govern- 
ment contract  are  each  a  single  room,  16  X  18X8  feet,  with  donble, 
dirt-hlled  walls,  dirt  roof,  one  door,  and  one  window  of  a  single  fixed 
sash.  The  condition  within  in  winter  is  well  described  by  Dr.  N. 
McKay  Douglass,  of  the  Santee  Agency,  Nebraska  (1887):  'Visits 
to  their  domicile  at  this  time  of  the  year  impress  me  deeply.  Mer- 
cury is  below  zero,  wind  blowing  a  gale,  snow  drifting  high,  when  I 
knocked  at  the  door  for  admission.  In  a  tight  little  government 
house  1  find  all  the  cats,  dogs,  babies,  and  other  members  of  several 
families  congregated  and  unengaged,  save  in  smoking,  talking,  and 
sleeping.  Dogs  fare  equally  with  the  human  occupants.  The 
windows  are  closed,  and  these  people  and  animals  are  breathing  in 
an  atmosphere  which  has  been  polluted  by  exhalations  from  dis- 
integrating lung  tissue  and  the  emanations  from  open  sores.  Find 
such  houses  often  occupied  by  fifteen  or  twenty  persons  and  heated 
by  two  stoves,  the  smoke  exit  being  a  tight  flue,  open  fireplaces, 
of  such  value  in  ventilation  of  small  houses,  being  unknown.'" 

The  Indian  is  no  longer  an  independent  being.     He  is,  in  fact, 
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most  dependent,  and  the  greatest  importance  for  the  government  is 
how  to  elevate  him  out  of  his  physical  and  moral  degradation,  and 
place  him  upon  an  equal  footing  with  his  white  brethren.  I  main- 
tain that  the  day  is  near  when  an  indulgent  people  will  demand  that 
.  Congress  stop  these  enormous  appropriations.  To  foster  idleness  is 
certainly  unwarranted  and  unjust  to  the  Indians.  It  is  encouraging 
them  to  continue  living  in  an  atmosphere  that  is  killing  them  off  by 
rapid  degrees.  They  cannot,  however,  be  forced  all  at  once  out  of 
this  deplorable  state. 

Having  described  the  conditions  of  the  Indians  and  shown  their 
home  surroundings,  with  liability  to  disease,  let  us  see  what  the  effect 
of  education  is  upon  them.  To  do  this,  it  will  not  be  necessary  for 
me  to  do  more  than  examine  the  records  for  six  years,  or  during  the 
time  I  served  as  agency  physician  at  Crow  Creek  Agency,  So.  Dak., 
where  I  was  stationed  the  greater  part  of  the  time  from  1886  to 
1892.  Not  a  death  occurred  in  the  school,  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  the  school  was  visited  by  a  number  of  epidemics,  among  them 
malignant  measles,  pneumonia,  influenza,  whooping-cough,  and  a  few 
cases  of  scarlet  fever.  During  that  period  six  children  died  after 
leaving  the  school,  all  from  tuberculosis.  At  the  Grace  Mission 
School  there  has  not  been  a  death.  At  the  Roman  Catholic  Mission 
School,  also  located  upon  the  Crow  Creek  Reservation,  where  over 
one  hundred  children  have  been  almost  constantly  in  attendance, 
only  three  have  died,  and  those  from  complications  arising  from  la 
grippe.  At  the  Lower  Bruld  Boarding-school,  with  which  I  had  some- 
what to  do,  four  deaths  occurred  in  six  years.  How  does  this  com- 
pare with  the  same  number  of  cases  in  camp  or  the  Indian's  home  ? 
I  believe  that  the  Crow  Creek  Reservation  will  compare  favorably 
with  other  reservations.  Let  us,  therefore,  see  what  the  mortality 
has  been  for  the  past  six  and  a  half  years.  I  find  the  sanitary  re- 
ports show  314  deaths  from  the  following  causes :  — 

MORTUARY. 

Tuberculous  diseases 17  q 

Miasmatic  diseases 60 

Euthetic  diseases 2 

Liathetic 2 

Diseases  of  Nervous  System 14 

Diseases  of  Organs  of  Circulation 4 

Diseases  of  Organs  of  Respiration 20 

Diseases  of  Organs  of  Digestion 6 

Diseases  of  Urinary  Organs 3 

Diseases  of  Skin i 

Obstetrical 2 

Suicides  and  violent  deatlis    .          9 

Unknown  causes 8 

Total 314 

Compare  the  following:  In  1887  there  were  treated  195  cases  of 
measles  in  camp,  13  deaths,  or  i  death  in  every  15  cases,  oc- 
curring,—  a   mortality   of    nearly   7    per  cent.      During    the    same 
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period  there  were  130  cases  treated  in  the  schools;  death,  none.  In 
1889  and  1890  there  was  an  epidemic  of  influenza.  There  were 
treated  in  round  numbers,  in  camp,  124  cases,  with  12  deaths,  or  a 
mortality  of  nearly  10  per  cent.  There  were  73  cases  in  the  Crow 
Creek  Boarding-school,  no  deaths.  At  the  Roman  Catholic  Mission 
there  were  1 00  cases  treated,  with  3  deaths, —  a  mortality  of  but  3  per 
cent.  In  the  spring  of  1890  an  epidemic  of  whooping-cough  pre- 
vailed in  camp.  117  cases  were  treated,  with  1 7  deaths, —  a  mortality 
of  about  14^  per  cent.  In  the  schools  there  were  S^  cases,  no 
deaths.  During  the  year  1892  there  were  9  cases  of  scarlet  fever 
treated  in  the  schools,  no  deaths.  During  the  fall  of  1892  there 
prevailed  a  malignant  form  of  diarrhoea  in  Indian  homes  on  the 
Crow  Creek  Reservation.  In  the  months  of  August,  September^ 
and  October  31  cases  were  treated,  among  which  there  were  7 
deaths;  while  in  the  schools,  where  there  were  135  children,  not  a 
single  case  occurred. 

Another  gratifying  observation  is  that  five  years  ago  nearly  one- 
half  of  the  children  enrolled  were  troubled  with  scrofulous  sores^ 
whereas  now  only  a  few  are  afflicted  with  that  malady, —  a  fact  due,  no 
doubt,  to  the  improved  diet  and  sanitary  surroundings  of  the  school 
over  that  of  the  home  life. 

School  Buildings, —  This  is  a  matter  of  the  greatest  importance, 
and  must  necessarily  exert  an  influence  upon  the  health  of  the 
pupils.  Too  much  care  cannot  be  exercised  in  selecting  the  site  for 
school  buildings.  There  should  be  in  every  boarding-school  sepa- 
rate apartments  for  the  children,  and  rooms  arranged  to  accommo- 
date two  single  beds.  To  each  room  there  should  be  a  door  and 
window,  the  door  leading  into  a  large  hall,  buildings  ventilated  with 
globe  ventilators.  The  danger  of  infection  where  children  sleep  pro- 
miscuously in  dormitories,  or  even  two  in  a  bed,  must  be  apparent. 
The  recitation  halls  should  have  high  ceilings,  be  light,  and  well  ven- 
tilated with  proper  air  ducts  and  registers. 

In  every  Indian  school  there  should  be  properly  equipped  bath- 
rooms, a  well-appointed  gymnasium,  good  workshops ;  and,  last,  there 
should  be  a  well-furnished  kitchen,  with  a  well-lighted  dining-room. 
In  addition  to  the  school  buildings  proper  there  should  be  a  hos- 
pital, to  which  children  can  be  removed  when  sick. 

The  buildings  used  by  the  government  are  often  of  an  inferior 
kind,  and  not  infrequently  inadequate  for  the  number  they  are  re- 
quired to  accommodate.  I  am  led  to  believe  that  often  children  are 
ill  when  in  school  from  overcrowded  sleeping-rooms,  bad  ventilation, 
poor  diet,  and  a  lack  of  proper  drainage.  This  was  certainly  true  at 
San  Carlos,  Ariz.,  where  there  were  nearly  fifty  girls  crowded  into  a 
miserable  one-story  dormitory  that  could  not  have  been  more  than 
16  X  40,  with  a  ceiling  of  9  feet.  I  have  gone  into  that  place  on  a  hot 
night  in  June,  when,  I  am  sure,  the  Black  Hole  of  Calcutta  could  not 
have  smelled  fouler.  I  am  glad  to  note  that  the  conditions  at  that 
school  are  now  very  much  improved  by  new  buildings.  If  the  sys- 
tem of  educating  the  Indian  youths  of  our  coimtry  is  to  be  carried 
out  successfully  by  the  government,  proper  buildings  must  be  had. 
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It  is  not  right  to  take  these  untutored  people,  frequently  unaccus- 
tomed to  being  housed,  and  shut  them  up  in  a  miserably  constructed 
boarding-school.  They  not  only  break  down,  but  the  system  under 
such  conditions  becomes  a  failure. 

It  is  hardly  fair  to  say  that  they  have  better  accommodations  than 
at  home.  In  their  homes  they  have  perfect  freedom  of  mind  and 
thought.  It  is  the  mental  strain  that  tells  soonest  on  them.  Then, 
too,  one  of  the  main  advantages  to  be  gained  in  an  education  is  to 
help  them  change  their  present  harmful  methods  of  living.  The 
school  should  be  a  model  home, —  in  other  words,  an  object  lesson 
that  will  create  within  them  a  desire  for  a  better  home  life.  The 
first  thing  to  be  considered,  then,  is  the  providing  of  suitable  buildings 
for  this  great  work.  Before  1893  reservation  boarding-schools 
received  but  little  attention.  No  doubt  this  was  due  to  a  faulty  law 
which  limited  the  amount  for  buildings  for  boarding-schools  to  so 
low  a  figure  as  to  render  it  almost  impossible  to  provide  adequate 
buildings  for  the  work.  The  present  administration  has  done  much 
to  correct  this  error ;  and  I  point  with  pride  to  the  excellent  work- 
manship and  modern  architecture  in  the  new,  durable,  and  commo- 
dious reservation  boarding-schools  which  have  been  and  are  now 
being  constructed  under  the  excellent  management  of  the  Office  of 
Indian  Affairs  of  to-day,  and  let  no  one  suppose  that  this  is  a  waste 
of  public  funds. 

The  Indian  youth,  when  brought  under  the  influence  of  schools, 
undergoes  a  radical  change.  Much  of  the  sullen  diffidence  is  laid 
aside,  and  a  cheerful,  happy  disposition  soon  develops.  Up  to  the 
age  of  twelve  or  fourteen  they  learn  rapidly ;  and,  considering  that 
they  must  lay  a.side  the  mother  tongue  and  acquire  the  use  of  a  lan- 
guage of  which  many  of  the  sounds  are  exceedingly  difficult  for  them 
to  get,  particularly  the  palatals,  they  do  remarkably  well.  After  they 
reach  that  age,  however,  education  proves  a  task ;  and  they  soon  tire 
or  fall  behind.  Whenever  an  Indian  is  placed  in  a  position  where  he 
must  think  for  himself  and  assume  mental  responsibility,  he  soon 
sickens,  and  breaks  down  under  the  strain.  Education,  for  this  rea- 
son, should  not  be  pushed  in  the  individual  too  fast ;  and  the  great- 
est care  should  be  exercised  in  the  plan  of  educating.  I  felt 
obliged,  while  I  was  serving  as  agency  physician,  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing special  report  of  the  Crow  Creek  Boarding-school :  "  The 
buildings,  I  am  now  convinced,  are  crowded  too  much,  and  the 
school-room  work  overdone.  The  children  have  a  tired,  haggard 
look.  The  hours  for  school-room  exercises  have  been  increased,  and 
the'  children  placed  under  a  high  mental  tension  that  will  sooner  or 
later  break  them  down  physically.  To  suppose  that  these  children, 
who  are  physically  weak  and  unaccustomed  to  mental  study  or 
worry,  can  stand  as  much  or  more  than  white  children,  is  too  serious 
a  mistake  to  be  overlooked.  Particularly  do  I  find  the  night  session, 
as  it  is  now  conducted,  objectionable,  where  the  same  exercises  are 
held  for  three-quarters  of  an  hour.  Little  children  not  yet  six  years 
old  are  under  the  trying  lamp-light,  straining  their  weak  eyes,  and  so 
overcome  with  mental  fatigue  as  to  go  to  sleep  in  their  seats.  .  .  . 
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These  children  should  have  a  time  for  relaxation.  If  they  have  it, 
education  will  prove  beneficial.  Without  it  they  will  surely  break 
down,  and  the  system  of  educating  the  Indian  youths  of  our  country 
prove  a  miserable  failure.  ...  If  only  the  larger  children  were  re- 
quired to  attend  night  school,  where  the  programme  was  of  such  a 
nature  as  to  remove  the  restraint  of  the  day's  exercises  and  made  at- 
tractive, relaxation  would  be  secured  and  good  result  from  the  same. 
I  feel  confident,  if  this  plan  was  pursued,  there  would  be  fewer  runa- 
ways, the  school  materially  benefited,  as  well  as  a  preventive  for 
sickness  established."  Where  these  children  can  be  best  educated 
and  with  the  least  detriment  to  health  has,  I  fear,  not  always  entered 
into  the  question.  When  I  entered  upon  my  duties  as  agency  physi- 
cian in  1886,  nearly  the  first  thing  I  was  called  upon  to  do  was  to 
examine  some  children  for  the  Hampton  Institute.  Prior  to  that 
time  I  think  it  was  the  understanding  that,  if  children  were  willing  to 
go,  that  settled  it.  I  found  it  necessary  to  report  those  1  examined 
unfit  to  go.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Gravatte,  who  was  to  receive  the  chil- 
dren, expressed  himself  well  satisfied,  and  did  not  take  them. 
After  that  1  refused  to  recommend  any  children  for  school  who  could 
not  pass  a  satisfactory  physical  examination,  and  have  ever  adhered 
to  it,  except  in  a  single  instance  where  great  personal  influence  was 
brought  to  bear  in  favor  of  allowing  a  returned  student  to  go  back. 
What  has  been  the  result  ?  The  death-rate  at  Hampton  has  fallen 
from  about  8  per  cent,  in  1885  to  about  i  per  cent,  for  the  year  1892. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the  change  in  climate,  when  taken 
from  here  to  Hampton,  Carlisle,  or  Philadelphia,  is  marked ;  and,  as 
the  tendency  to  lung  trouble  is  very  general  among  the  people,  it  is 
clear  that  many  of  them  cannot  stand  the  change.  I  am  more  and 
more  convinced  that  Eastern  schools  should  be  a  reward  of  merit  for 
those  who  have  advanced  sufficiently  to  deserve  a  higher  education. 
The  becoming  accustomed  in  their  native  climate  to  school  and 
school  work  is  certainly  very  desirable  before  the  children  are  sent 
East.  If  an  Indian  youth  has  passed  through  the  reservation  school, 
and  is  physically  able,  I  think  it  well  that  he  be  given  a  higher  edu- 
cation. I  am  glad  to  note  that  Hampton,  a  school  that  has  unques- 
tionably done  a  good  work,  is  recognizing  this  fact ;  and  I  hope  the 
day  is  not  far  distant  when  all  Indian  pupils  in  Eastern  schools  will 
be  scholars  who  have  made  suitable  proficiency  in  reservation 
schools,  and  who  have  earned  a  scholarship. 

I  have  endeavored  to  accumulate  statistics,  showing  the  effect 
upon  the  health  of  Indian  children,  with  death-rates,  at  the  different 
Indian  schools  ;  but  they  are  not  so  full  nor  accurate  as  to  enable  me 
to  make  a  safe  deduction. 

Out  of  77  children  sent  to  Hampton  from  Crow  Creek  Agency,  24 
have  died,  10  at  Hampton,  and  14  after  being  sent  home.  At  Car- 
lisle the  commissioner's  report  shows  that  from  1886  to  1891,  with 
an  average  enrolment  of  723  pupils,  the  death-rate  was  77  ;  while  at 
Crow  Creek  for  the  same  period  the  average  enrolment  was  86, 
without  a  death.  What  occasions  this  difference  in  mortality?  I 
answer.  The  cause  is  due  to  several  things  :  — 
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First.     The  diflPerence  in  locality. 

Second.  A  lack  of  carefulness  on  the  part  of  the  agency  physician 
in  their  examinations. 

This  brings  to  mind  what  I  once  heard  of  an  agency  physician, 
who,  when  asked  to  examine  a  candidate,  said  to  the  child,  as  he 
felt  his  pulse,  **  Let  me  see  your  tongue,"  then  replied  he  guessed 
it  was  all  right. 

Third.  The  indiscriminate  taking  of  children  who  have  never  been 
in  school,  and  confining  them  to  the  school-room  in  a  climate  that  is 
trying  to  their  constitution,  forcing  them  to  give  up  their  homes  all  at 
once,  naturally  causes  them  to  become  despondent.  It  is  all  very 
well  to  argue  that  they  are  better  off  and  more  comfortable,  but 
those  things  do  not  make  an  Indian  child  happy.  A  home,  or  the 
thought  that  a  home  is  near  enough  to  be  visited,  even  though 
it  be  a  miserable  Indian  tepee,  is  still  home,  becausp  father  and 
mother  are  there  ;  and,  if  the  children  are  properly  taught  on  the  res- 
servation,  they  soon  begin  to  make  alterations  and  changes  in  the 
home  life,  so  gradually  that  the  influence  does  not  disturb  the  old, 
yet  is  surely  felt  and  observed.  On  the  other  hand,  children  that  are 
taken  away  when  young,  and  kept  until  they  have  entered  upon  man- 
hood and  womanhood,  come  back,  and  they  must  and  do  come  back, 
only  to  find  things  so  different  from  what  they  had  in  the  East,  as  to 
render  them  utterly  wretched  and  discontented ;  and  any  attempt  at  a 
radical  change  in  their  old  homes  simply  meets  with  ridicule  from  the 
parents,  and  ultimate  failure.  As  a  result,  they  too  often  strike  out 
on  a  middle  course,  and  fall  into  vice  and  crime.  But  this  does  not 
signify  that  they  all  go  back,  or  that  Eastern  schools  have  not  a  place 
in  this  grand  work.  Indeed,  there  are  plenty  of  bright  students  from 
Carlisle  and  Hampton  on  the  reservations  to-day. 

In  concluding  this  article,  I  wish  to  say  that  all  Indian  children 
of  school  age  should  be  required  to  pass  a  physical  examination,  and 
all  who  are  able  should  be  placed  in  school  as  early  as  fivt  years  of 
age.  It  is  not  right  to  educate  a  few,  and  neglect  the  many.  Ac- 
commodations for  every  Indian  child  should  be  provided  on  the  res- 
ervation first,  or  in  the  immediate  vicinity.  As  they  advance,  let 
them  be  transferred  to  higher  schools  ;  and,  when  physically  able,  let 
them  be  sent  East.  The  solution  of  the  Indian  problem,  the  health 
of  the  people,  and  the  future  prosperity  of  the  race  all  depend  upon 
the  education  of  the  rising  generation.  The  work  will  not  be  accom- 
plished in  a  year,  or  in  any  given  number  of  years,  but  constant 
perseverance  in  properly  constructed  and  well-lighted  buildings, 
together  with  carefully  selected  teachers,  who  are  adapted  to  this 
peculiar  work,  will  do  much  toward  bringing  about  the  desired  end. 

There  never  was  a  great  purpose  accomplished  that  was  not  driven 
forward  by  the  forces  represented  by  vim,  vigor,  and  enthusiasm  ;  and 
we  place  in  this  line  the  education  of  Indian  youths.  Crow  Creek  was 
perhaps  the  first  reservation  to  put  all  children  of  school  age  into 
schools.  Acting  upon  rules  published  by  the  Indian  Office,  I  exam- 
ined every  child  between  the  ages  of  fiw^  and  eighteen,  and  made  a 
complete  record  of  each  child,   its  physical  condition  when  exam- 
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ined,  and  where  sent  to  school,  or,  if  not  able  to  attend  any  school, 
the  fact  is  shown.  In  round  numbers  we  have  three  hundred  chil- 
dren of  school  age.  Out  of  that  number,  two  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  are  in  school,  while  the  remainder  are  exempt  on  account  of 
physical  disability.  The  children  are  all  doing  very  good  work,  are 
fairly  healthy,  and  the  plan  works  well. 

Mr.  Herbert  Welsh  said,  in  an  article  published  in  the  Church 
Standard^  "  The  govemment*s  duty  in  the  care  of  its  Indian  wards  is 
first  to  provide  for  their  education,  in  the  broadest  sense  of  that  term, 
—  education,  which  will  develop  them  morally,  mentally,  and  physi- 
cally, so  as  to  fit  them  for  the  hard,  practical  duties  and  trials  of  life, 
which  involve,  foremost  among  these,  self-support. 

The  sooner  all  Indian  children  are  placed  in  school,  the  sooner 
will  the  Indians  be  able  to  rid  themselves  of  much  sickness,  and  the 
sooner  will  the  solution  of  the  Indian  problem  be  reached. 


A  pleasant  extract  from  a  letter  with  reference  to  the  admirable 
work  of  Miss  Cornelius  as  a  competent  nurse  was  read  by  President 
Gates. 

Miss  Edna  Dean  Proctor  closed  the  session  by  repeating  the  fol- 
lowing lines  :  — 

CITIZENSHIP    FOR    THE    RED    MAN. 

A  mighty  nation  we  have  built 

Of  many  a  race,  remote  or  kin» — 
Briton  and  Teuton,  Slav  and  Celt, 

All  Europe's  tribes  are  wrought  therein ; 
And  Asia's  children,  Afric's  hordes, 

Millions  the  world  would  crush  or  flout, — 
To  each  some  help  our  rule  affords ; 

And  shall  we  bar  the  Red  Man  out  ? 

The  Red  Man  was  the  primal  lord 

Of  our  magnificent  domain. 
And  craft  and  crime  and  wasting  sword 

Gained  us  the  stream,  the  hill,  the  plain. 
And  shall  we  still  add  wrong  to  wrong  ? 
Is  this  the  largess  of  the  strong, — 
His  need  to  slight,  his  faith  to  doubt. 
And  thus  to  bar  the  Red  Man  out. 

Though  welcoming  all  other  men  ? 
Nay  I  let  us  nobly  build  him  in, 
Nor  rest  till  "  ward  "  and  ♦*  alien  "  win 

The  rightful  name  of  Citizen  ! 
Then  will  the  "  reservation  "  be 
Columbia's  breadth  from  sea  to  sea, 
And  Sioux,  Apache,  and  Cheyenne 
Merge  proudly  in  American  ! 
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Thursday  Morning,  October  ii. 


The  Conference  was  called  to  order  at  ten  o'clock.  Prayer  was 
oflFered  by  Rev.  Dr.  Behrends. 

The  following  communication  from  Rev.  E.  E.  Hale,  D.D.,  was 
read  by  Bishop  Whipple :  — 

"  I  have  had  an  interesting  correspondence  with  Mr.  Gilfillan,  who 
is  a  friend  of  Bishop  Whipple,  and  a  fellow-worker  with  him.  The 
result  was  that  he  is  satisfied  that  the  Massachusetts  Indian  lan- 
guage of  John  Eliot's  Bible  is  not  near  so  dead  as  has  been  thought. 

**  Unfortunately,  the  translation  of  the  Testament  made  sixty 
years  ago  into  the  Ojibway,  or  Chippewa,  language  by  Mr.  Hall  was 
spelled  with  the  French  use  of  vowels,  while  Eliot's  was  with  the 
English.  Where  Eliot  wrote  a  the  Hall  Bible  writes  e,  and  where 
Eliot  wrote  e  Hall  writes  i,  and  so  on.  Thus  the  word  in  Eliot, 
wadtchu,  mountain^  is  in  Hall  uvjiui.  The  sounds  are  the  same, 
but  the  look  is  different. 

"  Miss  Webster,  of  the  college  at  Wellesley,  has  changed  the 
vowels  in  a  short  passage  which  follows. 

"  If  you  have  at  Mohonk  any  experts  who  know  the  language  of 
the  Chippewas  or  other  Indian  tribes,  I  shall  be  much  pleased  if 
you  will  show  them  Miss  Webster's  text,  and  see  if  they  can  make 
out  any  of  it. 

"The  following  are  the  passages  :  — 
/ 

*'  Matthew  V. 

"I.  Nauont  moochequshaoh  ogquodchuau  wadchuut,  kah  na  matapit,  ukkod- 
netuhtaeneumoh  peyau6nuk. 

**  2.  Kah  woshwunum  wuttoon,  ukkuhkootomauuh  noowau. 

**3.  Wunninumoog  kodtummunge  teahoncheg,  a  newutche  wuttaiheeu 
kesiikque  ketassoota  moonk. 

"Joshua  I. 

"  5.  Malta  pish  howan  tapenumoo  neepauun  ut  andquabean  ne  fohke  poman- 
taman  :  neane  weetomogkup  Moses  ne  kittin  weetom  unun,  «•  matta  kuppans 
tiadtauwahunoo,  asuh  kutohqu  anumunoo. 

*^6.  **•  Menuhkesish,  kah  wunnewuttooantaish,  newutche  pish  kutchachaubeno- 
mau  yeug  n\issiminnuog,  wutch  ahtoonk,  ohke  ne  chadcheke  imogkup  wutooshifie- 
unk  nuttinnumauonaout. 

^  Webe  menuhkeish,  kah  moocheke  wuttooantash,  onk  woh  kukkuhk  inneae 
ussenat,  neaunag  wane  naumatuonk  ne  Moses  nuttinneum,  anoonukqueop  e  ahque 
qushkehtash  en  unninnohkounit,  assuh  menadcheanit,  onk  w6h  koone  s6hkaus 
uttoh  aoan. 
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"  I  sent  these  printed  specimens  to  several  gentlemen  in  the  North- 
west, where  the  Ojibway  language  is  in  daily  use.  I  sent  them  also 
to  the  Mashpee  Indians  in  Southern  Massachusetts,  and  to  the  de- 
voted missionaries  who  are  at  work  among  the  Penobscots  in  Maine. 
From  the  passage  in  Joshua  which  had  no  leading  word  which 
should  recall  to  the  memory  of  a  reader  its  place  in  the  English 
Bible,  Dr.  O'Brien  of  the  Penobscot  missions  selected  the  words  for 
not^  who^  the  earthy  only,  and  seize  correctly. 

**  All  of  my  correspondents  who  answered  my  letters  had  at  once 
discovered  the  word  wadtc/iu,  which  means  'mountain,'  being  the 
word  which  we  have  preserved  in  Massachusetts  and  in  Wachusett. 
This  gave  them  the  key  to  the  passage  from  the  Sermon  on  the 
Mount,  and  with  this  assistance  they  worked  out  several  of  the  lead- 
ing words  in  the  first  three  verses  of  the  fifth  chapter  of  Matthew. 

"  I  enclose  letters  from  Mr.  Gilfillan  :  — 

"White  Karth  Reservation,  Minn.,  March  9,  1894. 

"  Having  now  a  little  time,  I  write  you  more  fully  about  the  extracts  from  Eliot's 
Bible,  about  which  I  wrote  you  a  line  lately. 

"  The  first  means,  *  Seeing  the  multitudes,  he  went  up  into  a  mountain,  and 
when  he  was  set  his  disciples  came  unto  him.' 

"  In  the  first  word,  Xauont,  the  nau  is  the  wau  of  the  Ojibway,  or  Chippewa, 
which  means  seeing,  as  in  luaubtima^  *he  has  seen.*  There  is  a  slight  change,  as- 
you  will  observe,  from  N  to  w. 

"  The  second  word  I  do  not  recognize.  We  ourselves  have  various  words  for 
that,  as  throngs,  multitudes,  crowds;  and  it  may  be  they  have  used  one  that  has. 
fallen  into  disuse  with  us. 

"  The  next  word,  ojs^quodchuaUy  means  *  he  ascended  the  mountain.*  In  nearly 
the  same  form  it  is  in  use  among  the  Ojibways,  one  syllable  only  being  ellipsed 
in  the  printed  passage.  *  Mountain  '  is  included  in  the  word,  in  the  chu.  The  au 
at  the  end  is  the  action  (or,  as  we  would  express  it  in  English,  he  made  the  ascent), 
au  marking  the  continued  action.     Ogquod  means  '  to  the  top,*  or  *  above.' 

"  In  the  next  word,  wadchuut^  the  Ojibway  wadchu^  a  mountain,  is  most  plainly 
contained,  and  is  written  exactly  as  they  pronounce  it  to-day,  and  always  have. 

**  As  to  the  next  word,  kah  tia  matapit^  it'  is  exactly  *  when  he  was  set,'  or  *  when 
he  had  sat  down.' 

"  The  next  word  is  not  perfectly  clear,  but  bears  a  strong  resemblance  to  the 
Ojibway  kikinoama^Uy  'disciple,'  or  'scholar,'  which  I  have  no  doubt  it  is.  The 
eue  in  it  seems  to  say  that  they  were  male  disciples,  from  enency  *  a  man,'  which, 
I  think,  is  included  in  the  word. 

"THe  next  word,  pcyau6nukj  has  in  the  foreground  the  /<*,  signifying  'coming 
to,'  or  '  approaching,'  and  constantly  prefixed  in  Ojibway  to  verbs  to  impart  to 
them  that  meaning,  as  apparently  here.  The  ya  is  the  Ojibway  ija  or  icha,  *to 
go,'  and  with  the  pe  means  'approached,'  or  'came.'  The  nuk  probably  expresses 
the  iniuy  *they'  of  the  Ojibwav.     'They  (the  disciples)  came  to  him.* 

"The  next  verse  translated  means,  'When  he  had  opened  his  mouth,  he 
taught  them,  saying.*  The  kah  is  a  prefix  to  the  verb,  the  same  that  appears  in 
the  verse  before,  and  means  '  when  he  had  done  so  and  so ' ;  that  is,  when  he  had 
opened  his  mouth.  This  is  expressed  in  the  idiom  of  the  Ojibway,  and  Is  set 
down  in  the  printed  slip  as  an  Ojibway  would  say  it  if  he  were  describing  the 
occurrence  to  a  friend.     It  is  idiomatically  and  properly  expressed. 

"  The  verb  following,  woshwunum^  is  not  recognizable  by  me.  It  must  have 
become  antiquated.  The  Ojibway  word  is  pakitiatty  to  open.  The  next  word, 
wuttootty  is  '  his  mouth,'  and  as  it  is  printed  conveys  to  the  ear  about  the  exact 
sound  in  which  the  Ojibway  speaks  it  to-day.  They  pronounce  it  now  as  if 
spelled  ottooH.  Any  one  can  see  that  the  difference  between  o  and  wu  is  almost  im- 
I>erceptible,  when  they  are  placed  before  the  ttoon.  This  is  to  me  one  of  the  exact 
correspondences  between  the  two  languages  of  any  in  the  printed  slip  sent  me. 
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•*  The  next  word,  ukkuhkootomauuh^  answers  to  the  Ojibway  kikiu4>umegCy  *  he 
teaches,'  to  which  it  has  a  strong  resemblance.  The  next  word,  noowau^  is  *  say- 
ing,* and  is  the  same  as  the  Ojibway  word  rwarty  *  he  says,'  a  word  in  very  com- 
mon use,  and  is,  to  me,  evidently  the  same  word. 

"  The  third  verse  translated  means  *  Blessed  are  the  poor  in  spirit,  for  theirs  is 
the  kingdom  of  heaven.'  The  first  word,  wunfutnum^  is  the  same  as  the  Ojib- 
way onnartj  which  joined  with  the  terminal  syllables  means  *  joy,*  hence  *  blessed.' 
It  is  a  word  in  very  constant  use  by  the  Ojibways  to-day;  and  with  them,  as  in  the 
printed  slip,  the  second  is  the  strongly  accented  syllable. 

*'  The  next  word,  oog^  is  the  Ojibu'ay  ogo,  *  thos^.*  '  Blessed  are  those  who  arc 
poor,'  etc. 

"The  next  word,  kodtummunge^  is  the  Ojibway  kiiunagosi,  'he  is  poor.'  As 
printed,  it  has  very  much  the  sound  the  Ojibway  man  makes  when  speaking  of 
somebody  being  poor.     It  is  one  of  the  commonest  words  in  the  language. 

"  The  next  two  words,  Uahonchegy  are  really  one  word,  the  heg  having  been  im- 
properly detached  from  the  preceding  letters,  either  from  a  mistake  of  the  printer 
or  because  the  c  came  at  the  end  of  a  line,  and  so  the  heg^  written  on  the  next 
line,  was  thought  to  be  a  separate  word.  Teahottrheg  means  *in  spirit.*  The 
Ojibways  have  exactly  the  same  word  for  spirit,  the  human  soul,  with  a  slight 
reduplication  of  the  syllable,  chichag  or  cheg.  The  Uah  means  *in,'  and  in  the 
Ojibway  imah^  meaning  ♦  there  *  or  '  in,'  the  last  syllable  being  the  same  as  in  the 
printed  slip,  the  first  changed. 

"  The  next  word,  «,  is  not  the  Ojibway  for  *  for.'  The  next  word,  newutche^  is, 
I  take  it,  the  Ojibwayj ////«,  '  theirs.'  It  contains  the  most  striking  and  charac- 
teristic syllable  of  iniu  or  innv,  with  an  addition. 

"The  next  word,  wuttaihieu^  answers  in  sound  very  closely  to  the  Ojibway 
weitaitt  With  an  addition  by  way  of  termination,  which  means  *it  is  their  property'; 
that  is,  those  poor  in  spirit  *  have  as  their  property,'  or  *  possess,'  the  kingdom  of 
heaven.  The  same  word  of  the  same  sound,  wettaiiy  is  used  in  the  Ojibway 
Testament  by  the  Ojibway  translator  in  this  very  place,  although  the  amanuensis 
spelled  it  a  little  differently. 

'•The  next  word,  kemkque^  is  one  of  the  most  unmistakable  Ojibway  words, 
kesuk,  or  kesik,  meaning  •  sky '  or  *  heaven.*  The  que  is  a  connective,  and  is  written 
ke  in  Ojibway,  nearly  the  same  sound.  Ketassoota  moonk  I  take  to  be  the  Ojib- 
way debendassoowin^  inheritance.  The  m  in  the  end  of  the  word  signifies  in 
Ojibway  that  it  is  their  peculiar  possession.  The  termination  onk  signifies  at  or 
to ;  that  is,  the  place  where  their  possession  is.  Respectfully  yours, 

**J.    A.    GrLFILLAN, 
'*  Missionary  to  the  Chipprwas'' 

"White  Earth  Rkservation,  Minn.,  April  5.  1894. 

**  I  write  to  correct  some  things  I  stated  in  my  last  letters  to  you,  said  correction 
being  occasioned  by  my  finding  your  favor  of  i6th  June,  1891,  in  which  you 
enclose  some  sentences  from  Eliot's  Bible,  the  first  three  being  the  first  three 
verses  of  the  fifth  chapter  of  St.  Matthew,  the  same  you  lately  sent  me,  and  the 
others  the  remainder  of  the  Beatitudes. 

"  On  looking  at  them,  I  see  that  the  ka/i  is  not  a  prefix  of  the  verb,  as  I  at  first 
supposed,  but  is  the  word  *  and.'  We  have  it  now  nearly  the  same  in  Ojibway, 
kahye^  the  final  syllable  being  ellipsed  by  Eliot's  Indian  or  added  by  ours. 

"  The  second  correction  I  would  make  is  that,  in  verse  three,  the  og  is  not  a 
separate  word,  is  not  '  those,'  as  I  at  first  thought,  which  is  spelled  by  us  ogo,  but 
is  the  terminal  inflection  of  the  verb  wunnanutn,  and  is  the  third  person  plural 
indicative  of  the  verb.  The  third  person  plural  is  formed  by  us  in  like  manner  by 
adding  the  syllable  og,  as  witness  ineitdum,  'think,'  inendumog,  'they  think.'  See- 
ing it  separated  from  the  ivunndnum  in  the  specimen  you  send  me  was  what  made 
me  think  at  first  it  was  the  pronoun  ogo. 

••  In  the  other  verses  of  the  Beatitudes  there  is  the  .same  similarity  to  the  Ojib- 
way as  in  the  three  verses  sent,  as  witness,  in  verse  five,  okke,  the  same  as  our 
akkey  '  land,'  or  '  the  earth,'  both  being  substantially  the  .same  language,  and  the 
construction  of  both  and  the  manner  of  inflection  very  much  alike. 

"  I  am,  very  respectfully  yours, 

"  I.  A.  OlLKILLAN." 
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The  first  subject  assigned  for  the  morning  was  Work  and  Wages 
for  Indians.     Miss  Sybil  Carter  was  invited  to  speak. 

Miss  Carter. — I  suppose  what  you  want  is  the  simple  story  of 
what  I  am  doing  and  how  it  commenced.  It  really  began  with  the 
saying  of  an  Indian  woman  at  Wild  Rice  Reservation  in  Minnesota. 
I  had  met  her  once  before,  four  years  previously.  I  asked  her  to 
interpret  for  me  to  some  other  Indian  women  what  I  had  been  say- 
ing. I  had  been  to  China  and  Japan  and  the  Holy  Land ;  and  I 
said,  **Now  what  have  you  been  doing  since  I  was  here?'*  She 
looked  sad,  and  said,  "Nothing."  "What,"  I  said,  "nothing?"  To 
think  of  four  years  of  doing  nothing  made  me  tired.  She  looked  as 
if  I  did  not  sympathize  with  her.  "  What  is  there  to  do  here  in  the 
woods?"  Did  you  ever  think  of  that?  I  am  sometimes  asked,  "Do 
not  the  Indians  who  have  been  in  Eastern  schools  go  back  to  the 
old  way  of  living  when  they  return  ? "  A  good  many  of  them  do. 
Why  ?  Because  they  cannot  help  it.  They  come  home  with  clean 
clothes ;  and,  when  they  are  worn  out,  they  have  no  way  to  earn  more. 
What  would  you  have  them  do, —  sit  down  on  the  ground  and  hope- 
lessly mourn?  There  is  no  one  to  give  them  any  work.  These 
women  lived  forty-six  miles  from  a  white  house.  They  could  not 
have  got  a  day's  work.  It  filled  me  with  thoughts  of  what  I  could 
do  to  give  them  work.  The  only  manual  work  I  knew  was  lace-mak- 
ing. I  learned  it  to  give  work  to  an  English  woman  in  Chicago.  I 
got  the  idea  of  teaching  it  to  the  Indians  from  seeing  their  brown 
sisters  in  Japan  make  lace.  As  I  watched  their  brown  hands  flying 
across  the  pillow,  I  noticed  that  it  was  the  same  kind  of  lace  I  had 
learned  to  make  years  before.  Three  weeks  after  landing  I  was  at 
iWhite  Earth  on  the  reservation ;  and,  with  the  permission  of  Bishop 
Whipple,  I  began  with  a  class  of  twelve  Indian  women  in  a  log 
house.  They  had  not  the  slightest  idea  what  they  were  to  do.  They 
only  knew  it  was  something  for  which  I  was  to  pay  wages.  Many 
thought  I  was  foolish  to  undertake  such  a  thing ;  but  I  knew  that  the 
Indian  women  in  making  their  bead-work  used  the  finest  thread  and 
the  smallest  needles  that  are  made,  and  they  put  a  needle  through 
every  single  bead.  If  they  could  do  such  fine  work  in  beads,  it  would 
not  be  more  trying  for  their  eyes  to  do  lace-work.  Indeed,  they 
soon  found  that  the  white  lace  was  not  so  trying  to  the  eyes  as  the 
colored  beads  and  the  shimmer  of  the  glass.  It  was  a  success  from 
the  beginning.  My  twelve  women  all  learned  it.  Two  white  teachers 
wanted  to  learn ;  but  both  failed,  while  not  one  of  the  twelve  Indian 
women  failed.  I  have  kept  them  working  ever  since.  One  of  them 
who  makes  beautiful  lace  is  sixty  years  old.  [Miss  Carter  here  ex- 
hibited many  specimens  of  lace,  some  of  it  made  by  women  over 
sixty.] 

I  am  not  only  teaching  lace-making,  but  I  am  trying  to  sweeten  and 
purify  the  home,  and  get  it  ready  for  the  girls  who  come  back  from 
the  Eastern  schools.  I  recall  one  girl  who  came  back  after  three 
years  at  Carlisle,  a  very  nice  girl.  She  found  her  mother  living  in  a 
birch-bark  wigwam.     The  girl  had  learned  dressmaking  and  sewing. 
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and  brought  back  her  trunk  of  good  clothes.  When  she  saw  the 
home  (?)  to  which  she  had  returned,  she  threw  herself  on  her  knees, 
and  burst  into  tears.  For  three  days  she  cried  all  the  time  that  she 
was  not  asleep.  She  would  not  touch  food.  The  mother  came  to 
me,  and  said  :  "I  very  unhappy.  White  people  come,  say,  you  send 
your  girl  to  school.  I  send  her.  She  stay  three  years,  long  time. 
My  heart  get  hungry  for  my  girl.  She  come  home.  She  throw  her- 
self down  on  ground,  and  cry  and  cry.     I  not  know  what  do.'* 

I  said :  "  I  think  I  know  what  is  the  matter.  Your  daughter  has 
been  taught  to  work  and  to  keep  everything  neat  and  clean.  Where 
is  her  trunk?"  "Oh,"  she  said,  **she  feel  bad  about  trunk,  no 
room  in  wigwam  for  trunk.  Trunk  outdoors  in  rain.  Things  get  all 
wet."  '*  All  that  girl  wants  is  work,"  I  said.  "  Send  her  to  me  at  the 
hospital."  And  she  did,  and  she  is  to-day  one  of  my  very  best 
workers.  I  was  happy  to  be  on  the  ground  to  take  that  girl  by  the 
hand  and  give  her  employment  and  wages. 

Another  of  my  workers  is  a  little  hunchback  creature.  She  was 
nothing  but  a  filthy  bundle  of  rags  when  I  first  saw  her.  It  did 
not  look  as  if  there  could  be  a  soul  there.  I  asked  her  to  come 
in  among  my  first  twelve  women.  They  all  thought  I  was  wild. 
This  [holding  up  a  beautiful  lace  handkerchief]  is  a  bit  of  work 
wrought  by  this  little  hunchback  girl,  whose  beaming  face  and 
clothes  are  now  spotlessly  clean.  I  wish  you  could  see  her  house, 
clean  and  tidy,  and  all  through  the  influence  of  this  work. 

I  have  now  six  lace  schools,  and  we  are  making  a  great  deal  of 
lace.  I  wished  to  have  one  large  piece  made,  that  I  might  show 
what  they  could  do.  Mrs.  Pierpont  Morgan  gave  me  an  order  for 
that  [a  large  piece  hanging  up  on  the  wall],  for  which  she  paid 
me  $200.     Eighteen  women  worked  upon  it  for  three  months. 

When  I  first  went  out  to  work  among  the  Indians,  I  must  confess 
I  did  not  love  them.  I  was  sorry  for  them,  and  felt  that  the  work 
ought  to  be  done,  and  that  I  ought  to  do  it  because  I  saw  the 
need.  To-day  I  can  freely  say  that  I  love  a  good  many  of  these 
people  as  much  as  I  do  many  of  my  white  friends.  Old  Good 
Thunder,  for  instance,  is  a  Christian  gentleman  from  the  crown 
of  his  head  to  the  soles  of  his  feet.  Dr.  Eastman  is  another.  When 
I  was  in  St.  Paul,  I  met  with  an  accident ;  and  I  sent  for  Dr.  East- 
man. I  believe  in  him,  for  he  is  a  gentleman  as  well  as  a  good 
doctor.  He  helped  me,  too.  I  believe  that  we  must  use  every 
chance  to  give  these  people  work.  It  is  the  best  kind  of  help  for 
them.  My  affection  for  the  Indians  is  returned ;  and  the  women 
have  given  me  the  sweetest  little  Indian  name,  which,  translated,  is 
the  '*  Willing-hearted  Woman."  Certainly,  my  heart  is  willing  to 
make  them  happier  and  better,  if  I  can. 

The  work  is  spreading.  I  went  to  Red  Lake  by  invitation  of 
an  Indian  woman.  She  told  me  a  pitiful  story.  She  had  tried  to 
make  some  bead-work  and  sell  it,  because  some  of  the  white  women 
had  said  that  she  was  lazy.  So  she  made  this  bead-work,  and 
brought  it  to  the  agent,  who  said,  "  I  don't  want  that  stuff,  it  is 
so  dirty  and  ugly."     At  last  he  picked  out  a  few  pieces,  and  sent 
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to  St.  Paul.  By  and  by  a  little  money  came  back,  but  it  was  so 
little  that  it  was  not  worth  while  to  try  any  more.  "We  hear," 
she  said,  "that  you  have  got  teachers  down  at  White  Earth.  We 
want  a  teacher  here."  I  could  not  stand  it,  and  I  promised  her 
one.  The  next  morning  she  brought  me  a  beautiful  mat  made 
from  rushes,  saying :  "  I  bring  you  present.  I  am  not  lazy  woman. 
I  make  you  mat  with  pretty  colors.  I  put  it  at  your  feet  for  present. 
I  want  you  to  put  it  in  your  room.  Every  time  you  look  down  at 
it  you  say,  *  Indian  woman  wait  for  work.' "  I  got  a  teacher  for 
that  place.     I  couldn't  help  it. 

Another  time  I  saw  a  woman  at  the  gate ;  and,  as  she  came  in,  I 
said,  "What  do  you  want?"  She  began  to  speak  in  Ojibway,  and 
I  took  her  to  an  interpreter.  She  said :  "  I  live  by  the  Wild  Rice 
River.  We  hear  about  your  paying  wages  down  here.  We  got  no 
work.  They  gather  together,  ask  me  to  come  down  here,  ask  you 
to  give  us  teacher.  We  want  to  earn  some  money,  buy  some  food, 
some  bread.  You  help  us."  By  and  by  I  asked  her  how  she 
came  down.  "I  walked,"  she  ♦said.  She  had  walked,  carrying 
a  great,  fat  Indian  baby,  eighteen  miles  through  the  snow,  to  beg 
for  work.  I  gave  her  some  dinner,  and  she  went  to  see  our  Indian 
deacon.  The  next  morning  I  sent  for  her,  supposing  she  was  still 
there.  To  my  surprise  I  found  she  had  gone  home  the  afternoon 
before.  So  she  walked  thirty-six  miles  that  day,  carrying  that 
heavy  baby,  through  the  snow,  to  beg  for  work.  Do  you  wonder 
that  I  got  a  teacher  for  that  place  ?  I  could  not  help  it.  I  could 
not  resist  it.  And  there  is  a  specimen  of  her  work  [exhibiting  a 
piece  of  lace].  Last  spring  her  husband  was  out  chopping  wood, 
and  was  killed.  She  dictated  a  letter  to  me  in  broken  English,  in 
which  she  said :  "  God  did  take  my  husband.  I  got  five  little  chil- 
dren. You  give  me  plenty  work,  I  take  care  of  them.  Not  forget, 
give  me  plenty  of  work."  Not  a  word  of  begging,  not  a  word  of 
asking  for  rations  or  for  help,  only  "give  me  plenty  work."  Wasn't 
it  brave  ?     Love  them  ?     Of  course,  I  love  them,  I  can't  help  it. 

I  have  now  six  schools  and  the  hospital  to  care  for.  What  are 
you  going  to  do  ?  Do  not  some  of  you  feel  as  though  you  would  like 
to  try  this  work  ?  I  wish  some  one  could  put  it  into  your  hearts  to 
go  out  there,  and  start  industries.  There  are  other  things  they  can 
learn  besides  making  lace,  though  lace-making  has  a  wonderfully 
civilizing  effect,  especially  in  effecting  cleanliness.  They  are  very 
proud  of  being  able  to  keep  it  so  clean. 

Here  is  a  lace  handkerchief  which  was  sent  to  me  from  Athens, 
Greece,  made  by  the  women  there.  When  I  showed  it  to  my  women, 
they  were  silent.  "  Don't  you  like  it?"  I  asked.  "Yes."  "Isn't 
it  pretty?"  "Oh,  yes."  "What  do  you  think  of  it  then?" 
"  Very  dirty,"  they  replied.     It  was,  very  dirty. 

As  to  what  they  can  earn.  I  provide  the  materials,  because  I 
want  to  encourage  them.  VV^hen  they  work  constantly,  they  make 
from  fifty  cents  to  a  dollar  a  day.  Some  of  this  lace  brings  $io  a 
yard,  and  it  is  well  worth  it.  One  old  grandmother  is  supporting  in 
this   way   her   decrepit  daughter,  and  the    daughter's   four  or   five 
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children.  They  never  make  any  two  things  alike.  They  are  Jap- 
anese in  that  respect.  I  have  tried  to  have  them  make  carpets 
of  those    rushes,  but  they  will  not  make  two  pieces  alike. 

Question. —  Who  makes  the  designs  for  the  lace  ? 

Miss  Carter. —  I  generally  do.  Sometimes  the  Indian  women 
design  thern  themselves.  They  will  get  designs  from  carp)ets,  church 
windows,  from  leaves  and  flowers.  Many  times  they  take  a  geomet- 
rical pattern  from  their  bead-work. 

Miss  Carter  here  exhibited  some  bead  napkin  rings  beautifully 
made.  A  dozen  people  gave  orders  for  them  at  twenty-five  cents 
apiece. 

Mr.  Welsh. —  Couldn't  you  get  the  Indian  women  to  put  up 
small  wild  fruits  ? 

Miss  Carter. —  Yes,  I  think  they  could  do  it.  The  wild  berries 
are  most  delicious.  If  some  lady,  who  knows  how  to  make  jam 
and  can  blueberries  and  cranberries,  which  grow  in  great  abun- 
dance, will  come  out  there  and  establish  that  industry,  I  will  give  her 
a  home. 

Mr.  Bryan. —  Couldn't  the  wild  rice  be  cultivated,  and  sold  to 
some  extent  ? 

Miss  Carter. —  Yes,  I  think  so.     It  is  delicious. 

President  Gates. —  The  great  thing  is  to  awaken  a  sacred  dis- 
content. If  you  start  new  wants  on  their  part,  they  will  make  new 
endeavors. 

Captain  Pratt,  of  Carlisle,  was  then  introduced. 

Capt.  Pratt. —  I  feel  lifted  up  by  what  I  have  heard  this  morn- 
ing from  Miss  Carter  about  her  lace-making,  and  my  good  friend 
Bishop  Whipple's  stories  of  his  experiences.  But  there  are  other 
pictures  we  ought  to  look  at.  These  Indian  people  are  not  all 
aesthetic.  They  are  not  altogether  sympathetic.  There  is  much 
hardness  to  be  overcome,  and  there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  hard- 
ness overcome  as  we  have  gone  on  in  the  conflict. 

In  1867,  when  I  received  my  appointment  to*  the  regular  army,  I 
felt  doubtful  as  to  whether  I  could  fill  the  place.  The  second  day 
after  I  reported  to  my  company  at  Fort  Gibson,  I  was  placed  in 
command  of  a  party  of  scouts,  made  up  of  Indians  whom  I  thought 
I  had  been  sent  out  to  kill,  and  was  ordered  to  take  them  and  escort 
the  general  to  another  post.  When  we  arrived  at  the  other  post, 
that  party  of  scouts  was  sent  back;  and  I  was  put  in  charge  of 
another  party  at  a  new  station.  A  few  days  after  there  was  shoot- 
ing in  their  camp  under  the  hill.  I  ran  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  and 
found  that  a  number  of  them  were  drunk,  and  were  shooting  at 
each  other.  I  took  three  soldiers,  and  soon  captured  the  most  vio- 
lent. It  did  not  seem  best  to  punish  all.  So  I  found  the  one  who 
brought  the  whiskey  into  their  camp,  and  I  took  him  to  the  guard- 
house, and,  when  he  was  sober,  put  him  on  the  brow  of  the  hill. 
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where  all  could  see  him,  and  gave  him  a  stick  of  cord  wood  to  carry, 
and  kept  him  at  it  until  he  was  tired.  The  effect  was  excellent. 
That  party  gave  me  no  more  trouble  from  using  whiskey. 

Later  an  Indian  agent  located  five  whiskey  ranches  on  his  reserva- 
tion just  south  of  the  Kansas  line.  I  was  sent  with  twenty  men  to 
capture  the  whiskey-sellers,  and  seize  their  property.  It  was  in  Feb- 
ruary, and  fourteen  degrees  below  zero  when  we  started ;  and  during 
the  five  days  we  were  out  the  temperature  ran  as  low  as  thirty  below 
zero.  We  arrested  fourteen  white  men,  destroyed  above  seven 
hundred  gallons  of  whiskey,  wine,  beer,  etc.,  and  captured  quantities 
of  ammunition  and  guns  and  a  great  many  horses,  mules,  buffalo 
robes,  and  pelts.  Such  experiences  as  these  will  give  you  an  idea  of 
what  the  other  forces  have  had  to  contend  with.  Captain  Wother- 
spoon  and  General  Howard  can  duplicate  these  experiences. 

At  Carlisle  I  am  in  correspondence  with  many  parts  of  the  field. 
My  Indian  students  are  always  writing  to  me,  and  in  that  way  I  get 
an  inside  view  that  could  be  gained  in  no  other  way. 

Judge  Strong  has  spoken  about  lands  in  severalty.  Lands  in  sev- 
eralty are  so  arranged  that  the  Indians  do  not  have  to  pay  taxes. 
Many  think  that  is  right,  that  they  ought  to  be  relieved  from  all 
the  responsibility  possible.  Then  there  have  been  some  remarks 
about  leasing  the  lands,  and  letting  the  Indians  sit  on  the  fence,  and 
have  the  white  men  do  the  work.  They  will  do  it  if  you  give  them 
half  a  chance.  If  the  Indians  are  relieved  from  paying  taxes,  the 
responsibility  of  supporting  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  commu- 
nity is  placed  upon  the  white  men.  They  must  build  roads  and 
school-houses  and  jails,  and  so  forth,  so  that  they  have  to  do  double 
duty.  The  result  is  that  lands  in  severalty  becomes  one  of  the  best 
schemes  that  could  be  thought  of  to  make  the  white  man  hate  the 
Indian.  The  white  man  goes  out  on  the  frontier,  takes  up  a  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  land  to  make  a  home  for  himself  and  family,  and 
then  has  not  only  to  pay  his  own  taxes,  but  his  neighbors',  too ;  and 
consequently,  when  he  finds  the  hard  position  he  is  in,  he  will  do  all 
he  can  to  get  rid  of  such  a  neighbor.  And  so  would  you  and  I.  The 
white  man  resorts  to  about  the  only  means  which  he  can  use  with- 
out too  much  publicity.  He  doses  the  Indian  with  whiskey.  So  we 
find  the  Indians  on  the  lands,  in  severalty  reservations,  lying  around 
drunk  on  the  streets  of  the  neighboring  towns,  going  to  pieces  and 
becoming  good  for  nothing.  And  there  are  people  who  say  we 
should  not  take  children  away  from  such  influences ! 

One  of  my  good  teachers  out  on  a  Western  reservation,  looking  up 
children,  says  she  drove  by  a  beautiful  rise  of  ground  overlooking 
the  river,  with  trees  close  by,  where  she  saw  the  evidences  of  a  large 
camp.  She  said  to  the  Indian,  who  was  driving  her,  "  There  has 
been  a  large  Indian  camp  here."  "  Yes,"  he  said.  "  A  man  came 
out  here  with  a  big  tent.  He  had  a  little  steam-engine.  He  set  up 
something  that  goes  round,  and  that  had  wooden  horses  and  ele- 
phants and  tigers ;  and  his  little  engine  made  it  go  round.  And  the 
engine  whistled ;  and  the  Indians  came  and  camped  in  great  num- 
bers, and  they  rode  round  and  round.     And,  when  the  white  man 
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went  away,  he  carried  off  three  or  four  thousand  dollars.'*  The  de- 
vices to  render  the  Indians  idle  and  good-for-nothing  are  innum- 
erable. 

The  great  Being  who  gave  us  this  beautiful  world  made  man  ; 
and,  as  the  crowning  and  last  part  of  his  work,  he  put  him  over  all 
that  he  had  made,  and  he  announced  that  in  the  sweat  of  his  face 
he  should  eat  bread.  The  moving  principle  of  Carlisle  has  always 
been  along  this  line.  Once,  when  Senator  Teller  was  present,  one 
of  my  boys  made  an  apt  quotation.  The  students  voluntarily  recite 
verses  of  Scripture  at  our  Sunday  evening  meetings ;  and  this  boy 
said,  "  If  a  man  won't  work,  he  shan't  eat."  That  is  the  spirit  of 
the  Carlisle  School. 

I  believe  that  the  Almighty  intended  a  great  lesson  to  all  man- 
kind when  he  sent  so  many  different  races  of  people  into  these 
United  States.  I  do  not  think  there  are  to  be  any  exceptions  in  the 
brotherhood  of  man ;  and  he  will  send  us  the  thunders  of  Sinai  and 
the  earthquakes,  war,  and  pestilence  until  we  come  to  his  method 
about  it.  The  man  that  will  not  work  shall  not  eat.  We  are  told 
that  we  are  all  created  of  one  flesh  and  blood,  and  that  we  are  all 
brethren,  and  we  are  given  an  example  of  what  it  is  to  be  a  brother ; 
and  that  example  showed  us  by  example  and  taught  us  by  precept 
how  to  be  a  brother.  He  went  about  with  his  modest  fishermen  dis- 
ciples everywhere,  and  associated  with  publicans  and  sinners  whom 
he  came  to  save.  Thank  the  Lord  for  that*  That  helps  me,  be- 
cause, like  the  old  darky,  I  am  an  Episcopalian  in  one  particular  at 
least :  I  am  a  miserable  sinner,  always  doing  the  things  I  ought  not 
to  do,  and  leaving  undone  the  things  that  I  ought  to  do.  The  Lord 
washed  his  disciples'  feet.  He  did  not  make  them  kiss  his  big  toe. 
We  want  that  kind  of  a  Lord  now,  and  every  lord  that  is  not  of  that 
kind  ought  to  be  driven  out.  He  does  not  belong  in  this  country, 
neither  he  nor  any  of  his  forces.  (I  hope  you  will  take  that  down, 
Mrs.  Barrows,  just  as  I  said  it ;  for  I  want  to  be  held  to  account 
for  it.  If  we  have  to  fight,  I  want  it  to  be  out  in  the  open,  fair  and 
square,  and  then  we  shall  know  what  we  are  at) 

We  should  in  the  first  place  realize  that  the  Indian  is  a  man 
created  as  we  are,  and  that  he  is  capable  of  doing  the  same  work 
that  we  do.  When  I  look  at  the  Indians,  I  see  that  they  stand  erect. 
When  I  talk  with  them,  they  reason.  They  have  the  same  body  that 
I  have.  As  I  deal  with  them,  I  realize  that  the  only  difference  be- 
tween us  is  a  difference  in  opportunities.  If  young  Indians  can 
be  placed  where  they  will  have  opportunities  and  somebody  to 
instruct  them,  they  can  make  lace  or  they  can  do  anything  else  : 
and  all  this  continual  holding  them  back  and  letting  them  wait,  as 
though  they  were  cripples  and  incapable  of  development,  is  non- 
sense. If  there  is  not  morality,  it  can  be  cultivated.  If  there  is  not 
skill  and  industry,  they  can  be  acquired.  There  is  no  end  to  the 
possibilities.  My  boys  have  gone  into  the  foot-ball  craze  lately,  and 
have  even  been  so  ambitious  as  to  make  arrangements  to  play  with 
several  prominent  college  teams ;  and  I  am  sure  they  will  give  these 
teams  hard  contests.     It  does  not  make  any  difference  what  the  line 
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of  effort  is,  whether  it  is  holding  the  plough  or  learning  to  read  and 
write,  making  lace  or  playing  foot-ball.  Whatever  is  to  be  done  can 
be  done  and  ought  to  be  done  now,  and  there  should  be  no  closed 
doors. 

I  can  imagine  all  Senator  Dawes  said  about  the  five  so-called 
civilized  tribes,  for  I  know  something  about  them  through  my  early 
army  service  among  them  ;  and  he  will  bear  me  witness  that  I  have 
occasionally  mentioned  them  to  him  down  in  that  den  he  used  to 
have  in  the  Senate  end  of  the  Capitol,  where  we  used  to  talk  over 
the  Indian  question.  If,  then,  the  Indian  is  a  man,  if  he  only  lacks 
opportunity,  if  he  can  be  developed  along  all  these  lines,  he  ought 
to  be,  and  that  now,  I  would  give  »very  Indian  all  the  land  he  is 
entitled  to.  An  equal  division  is  to  me  the  right  thing  to  do.  I 
would  distribute  the  land,  and  let  them  sell,  rent,  or  lease  it,  if  they 
want  to,  so  that  they  would  have  personal  rights  and  personal 
accountability,  which  is  the  only  basis  upon  which  to  build  suc- 
cessfully. We  must  have  a  base  to  build  on.  We  are  giving  them 
a  false  basis  when  we  undertake  to  make  farmers  out  of  all  of  them 
and  release  them  from  tax-paying.  In  our  non-tax-paying  lands  in 
severalty  we  have  simply  reduced  the  reservation.  They  are  still 
together,  and  the  missionaries  and  the  Indian  department  seem  de- 
termined not  to  let  any  escape  from  the  tribes.  There  is  not  a 
particle  more  cruelty  in  taking -a  child  from  a  degraded  Indian 
parent  than  there  is  in  taking  one  from  the  Anglo-Saxon  parent  of 
Five  Points.  The  missionary  spirit  of  the  country  is  doing  that  all 
the  time,  and  calls  it  **a  great  Christian  work."  It  claims,  and  I 
admit,  that  it  is  serving  the  Lord  to  take  the  children  from  the 
parents  in  the  slums  of  a  great  city,  and  send  them  out  West  to  grow 
up  with  the  country,  to  become  governors,  bank  presidents,  pro- 
fessors in  colleges,  etc.,  as  their  reports  tell.  They  do  not  send 
them  back  to  convert  their  parents, —  not  a  bit  of  it.  If  they  did, 
their  work  would  fail  just  as  much  as  we  fail  when  we  send  Indians 
back  to  degraded  homes  and  influences. 

President  Gates. —  I  think  that  is  clear  logic. 

Voice  from  the  Audience. —  Yes  :  that  is  four-square. 

Capt.  Pratt. —  I  want  to  be  kind  to  them,  but  I  have  had  to 
punish.  We  have  had  hard  boys  at  Carlisle  who  had  to  be  straight- 
ened out^  Boys  I  have  punished  are  among  those  that  think  most 
of  me  to-day.  They  are  among  those  that  write  to  me  oftenest  and 
remember  me  best. 

President  Gates  recalled  an  instance  when  Captain  Pratt  had 
mentioned  to  him  a  case  of  discipline  that  had  occurred  at  Carlisle. 
He  said  he  had  never  known  a  man  who  exercised  what  is  called 
shrewd  common  sense,  combined  with  a  Christian,  loving  spirit,  in 
such  a  way  as  Captain  Pratt  did  in  the  direction  of  punishments. 
"  I  made  up  my  mind,"  said  President  Gates,  "that  the  man  was  put 
there  for  that  special  work,  and  that  he  must  follow  his  own  ideals ; 
for  it  seemed  as  if  some  of  his  punishments  were  absolutely  in- 
spired." 

Capt.  Pratt. —  My  way  of  getting  the  Indians  to  work  would  be 
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simply  to  follow  the  same  methods  we  do  with  all  others,  and  give 
them  work  where  the  work  is,  not  to  try  further  to  keep  them  together^ 
and  continue  thinking  we  are  somehow  going  to  accomplish  great 
things  by  continuing  the  tribes.  The  system  is  not  American.  I  do 
not  believe  it  is  Christian.  I  do  not  believe  the  Lord  ever  intended 
it  that  way.  Let  us  get  them  into  our  industries.  If  I  can  take  chil- 
dren from  any  tribe, — and,  if  there  are  any  Indians  in  this  country 
that  I  have  not  tried,  I  will  take  hold  of  them, —  and  send  them  in 
considerable  numbers  into  our  communities,  and  they  by  good  con- 
duct and  industry  win  a  welcome,  people  want  them,  and  the  Indians 
learn  to  want  to  be  there,  and  to  enjoy  their  new  life,  why  cannot  it 
be  done  for  all?  We  are  dealing  with  250,000  people,  that  is  all. 
It  is  this  hesitancy,  this  hanging  back  from  doing  the  right  and 
proper  thing,  that  is  in  the  way.  We  can  put  our  Indians  into  all 
the  lines  of  our  life  if  we  ourselves  only  conclude  to  do  that. 

Last  year  I  carried  from  here  down  to  Carlisle  Mr.  Wright,  the 
Indian  minister  who  sang  and  spoke  to  our  Convention.  He  talked 
three  nights  to  our  students.  I  have  not  heard  the  great  evangelists, 
but  I  doubt  if  any  man  can  get  closer  round  the  hearts  of  people 
than  Mr.  Wright.     Yet  he  is  an  Indian. 

If  there  is  that  nice  quality  in  Indians  which  enables  them  to 
make  lace,  and  do  all  these  other  things,  why  not  let  us  teach  them, 
and  utilize  them,  and  end  this  Indian  problem  at  once  ?  I  do  not 
believe  in  husbanding  their  so-called  property.  I  do  not  feel  bad 
because  somebody  once  bought  Manhattan  Island  for  thirty-seven  dol- 
lars and  a  half.  It  was  all  it  was  worth  at  that  time.  It  was  worth 
nothing  before  that.  There  was  no  such  thing  as  barter  and  sale  of 
land.  The  Indians  moved  from  place  to  place,  as  they  do  now.  Sen- 
ator Dawes  once  said  you  might  as  well  give  them  so  many  beans  as 
so  many  dollars ;  and  that  is  true.  This  folly  is  fully  shown  by  the 
condition  of  the  Osages  to-day.  In  1868,  when  we  bought  their 
lands  and  started  a  great  fund  for  them,  they  numbered  4,246. 
Their  lands  brought  $9,000,000.  This  went  into  the  Treasury,  and 
interest  at  5  per  cent,  was  paid  them  per  capita  semi-annually. 
They  settled  down  on  a  tract  of  excellent  land  fifty  miles  square  in 
the  Indian  Territory.  This  land  the  white  people  constantly  covet. 
The  Indians  hold  it  in  fee-simple.  They  have  been  receiving  their 
interest  money  ever  since,  and  they  do  not.  work.  They  hire  white 
men  to  do  their  work.  They  get  to-day  about  $260  per  capita 
per  annum.  Every  man,  woman,  and  child  receives  an  equal  share. 
It  is  paid  in  instalments  every  three  months.  There  are  but  1,500 
left.  The  result  is  idleness,  disease,  whiskey,  and  every  destroying 
influence  that  Anglo-Saxon  greed  and  genius  can  think  of.  The 
great  Catholic  Church  has  had  its  grip  on  them,  and  has  had  a  mis- 
sion among  them  for  many  years,  and  has  driven  out  the  other 
churches  ;  but  it  has  not  saved  them.  Before  long  this  tribe  will  be 
gone.  The  Chippewas,  of  Minnesota,  have  a  treaty  which  will  pro- 
duce many  millions  of  dollars  for  their  use  in  the  same  way ;  and 
the  result  will  be  just  as  disastrous. 

President  Gates. —  We  cannot  yet  move  the  Indian  Department 
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out  on  the  reservations.  Captain  Pratt  maintains  that  the  time  to 
help  the  Indian  and  make  a  man  of  him  is  after  he  has  run 
through  all  his  land  and  money.  Then  we  may  have  a  chance  at 
him.  There  are  others  who  do  not  feel  it  is  quite  the  fair  thing  not 
to  give  these  men  a  protected  chance  as  they  step  out  on  to  the  stage 
of  life.  We  have  here  in  this  Conference  considered  some  such 
question  as  this, —  from  the  funds  now  held  for  the  Indians  cannot 
provision  be  made  for  the  maintenance  of  schools  and  courts  of  jus- 
tice and  the  building  of  roads  ?  We  ought  to  be  able  to  prevent  the 
iniquity  that  has  been  spoken  of.  Out  of  the  250,000  Indians,  less 
than  58,000  receive  rations  from  the  government.  About  three- 
quarters  of  the  Indians  are  now  self-supporting.  Miss  Sparhawk 
has  a  plan  for  providing  the  Indians  with  industries.  She  will  now 
speak  to  us. 

Miss  Sparhawk. —  When  we  hear  of  these  things  that  are  being 
done,  and  see  these  works,  our  hearts  burn  with  interest.  We  say. 
This  is  a  great  deal ;  but  what  can  we  do  ?  The  Indian  has  been 
barred  off  from  us  by  language,  by  habits,  and  by  distance.  There 
is  a  certain  class  who  are  no  longer  separated  from  us  by  language, 
who  have  been  trained  like  ourselves,  the  young  people  in  the  Indian 
schools.  I  suppose  there  are  no  children  on  the  face  of  the  earth 
for  whom  there  is  no  thought  of  building  up  their  personal  future 
except  the  Indian  children.  When  white  children  pass  from  school,* 
they  have  their  parents  or  friends  and  the  surroundings  of  industry. 
They  have  every  incentive  to  work.  If  they  do  not  work,  they  are 
looked  down  on.  We  see  the  danger  even  under  the  most  favorable 
circumstances  that  will  come  to  these  young  Indian  men  and  women 
who  have  left  school.  Why  not  put  them  at  work  ?  There  is  inter- 
course with  the  reservation,  and  there  are  workers  on  the  reservation 
and  workers  here.  There  needs  to  be  some  organized  effort,  so  that 
between  them  and  the  people  here  who  are  willing  to  help  there 
shall  be  a  direct  channel  of  communication.  To  this  end  there  has 
been  formed  an  Indian  Industries  League.  Mr.  Smiley  is  one  vice- 
president,  and  Mr.  Welsh  another,  and  other  persons  whose  judg- 
ment you  will  value.  This  League  interferes  with  no  other  work. 
It  helps  to  carry  on  all  other  work.  The  object  of  the  League  is  to 
open  individual  opportunities  of  work,  to  take  these  young  people 
just  at  a  time  when  they  go  home  from  school  with  all  their  aspira- 
tions, and  give  them  something  to  do.  If  they  have  learned  harness 
or  shoemaking,  how  are  they  to  carry  it  on  ?  They  cannot  build 
factories,  for  they  have  no  means  and  no  power.  Yet  they  have 
learned  to  be  useful.  You  remember  when  all  the  country  was  won- 
dering what  was  to  be  done  with  the  Apaches  ;  and,  when  one  State 
after  another  had  no  room  for  them,  there  was  one  exception,  Penn- 
sylvania. Some  of  the  people  in  Pennsylvania,  sending  to  Carlisle 
for  help,  said,  "  We  have  heard  that  the  Apaches  did  good  work  : 
send  me  an  Apache."  Now  there  is  the  difference  between  Indians 
in  the  tribe  and  separate  Indians  after  they  have  been  well  trained. 
If  we  really  want  to  do  any  work  for  the  Indians  while  the  laws  are 
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being  changed,  let  us  take  that  Saxon  word  which  has  opened  more 
doors  than  any  other,  and  begin.  Will  you  not  join  this  League,  and 
interest  people  in  it  when  it  is  possible  ?  If  it  is  possible  to  give 
employment  on  the  reservation,  that  is  part  of  the  League's  work,  to 
build  up  self-supporting  industries  in  Indian  communities.  It  is  not 
to  keep  them  all  Indian.  This  is  a  cosmopolitan  age,  and  the  last 
thing  we  should  do  is  to  build  up  a  fence  round  them. 

Rev.  John  W.  Harding  was  introduced. 

Mr.  Harding. —  The  Florida  Seminoles  are  a  part  of  the  Semi- 
nole tribe  that  were  not  removed  to  the  Indian  reservation.  They 
hid  in  the  Florida  Everglades,  and  there  they  are  still.  It  is  difficult 
to  take  their  census,  for  they  are  extremely  reticent.  The  Everglades 
are  vast  areas  of  saw  grass,  interrupted  here  and  there  by  a  timber 
belt  and  occasional  islands  of  elevated  ground.  It  is  supposed  that 
these  Indians  number  about  eight  hundred.  Colonel  Ingraham,  one 
of  the  commissioners  recently  appointed  by  the  Florida  legislature  to 
investigate  their  condition,  went  across  the  Everglades  from  Fort 
Myers  on  the  west  coast  to  Miami  on  the  east  side,  and  became 
considerably  acquainted  with  their  condition.  He  found  it  quite  im- 
possible at  present  to  make  any  allotments  of  land  pursuant  to  the 
act  of  government.  The  old  Seminoles,  to  whom  the  young  people 
who  are  more  progressive  look  up  with  respect,  have  the  entire  con- 
trol ;  and  they  are  exceedingly  shy  and  suspicious  of  the  white  men. 

There  are  three  tribal  divisions  of  these  Indians,  although  they  all 
unite  in  one  nation  at  their  big  annual  corn  dance  in  July.  They 
meet  to  revise  their  laws,  execute  penalties,  and  elect  their  political 
chief,  war  chief,  and  great  medicine-men,  and  to  render  a  gen- 
eral adjustment  of  their  affairs.  It  is  a  reunion  of  the  Cow  Creek 
Indians  who  live  behind  Fort  Pierce,  near  St.  Lucia  River,  the  Big 
Cypress  Indians,  near  the  Callahoochie  River,  south-east  of  Fort 
Myers,  and  the  Miamis,  on  the  east  side  of  the  Everglades,  near  Bis- 
cagne  Bay.  Colonel  Ingraham  on  his  way  to  Miami  was  hailed  by 
Billy  Harney,  a  wealthy  and  notable  Indian,  always  friendly  to  the 
whites,  and  who  has  suffered  the  penalty  for  it  in  former  years  of 
having  his  nose  cut  off.  He  showed  his  good  will  by  inviting  Colo- 
nel Ingraham  to  stop  with  him  with  his  twenty  men.  He  found 
Billy  Harney  in  a  good  frame  house,  which  was  floored  with  beech 
timber  and  wainscotted.  There  were  good  beds  and  mattresses,  with 
mosquito  bars.  Besides  all  sorts  of  cooking  utensils,  he  had  a  sew- 
ing-machine and  eight  Saratoga  trunks  !  The  colonel  was  very  well 
entertained.  Billy  had  seven  well-mannered  children,  and  both  they 
and  his  wife  were  well  clad  in  civilized  fashion.  Billy  himself  was 
very  handsomely  dressed  with  finely  embroidered  moccasins  and 
a  shirt  made  on  the  sewing-machine  by  his  wife  and  daughters. 
This  gives  an  idea  of  the  civilization  some  of  these  Indians  have  at- 
tained. Robert  Osceola,  grandson  of  the  famous  chief,  has  five 
frame  houses  and  cultivated  lands  adjoining.  I  have  seen  these 
Indians  at  Jupiter  Inlet  and  Lake  Worth,  where  they  frequently  come 
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into  contact  with  very  finest  civilization.  They  are  a  fine  race, 
superior  to  Indians  in  general  both  in  physique  and  keen  intelligence. 
Surrounded  ais  they  are  more  and  more  rapidly  by  civilized  environ- 
ments of  the  highest  order,  and  accessible  as  they  are,  they  ought  to 
be  looked  after  speedily  and  effectively.  Bishop  Gray,  of  Southern 
Florida,  has  special  charge  of  them  now,  since  the  Women's  Indian 
Association  has  made  over  its  mission  to  the  Episcopal  Church. 
They  have  no  legal  status  of  any  kind  either  before  the  State  or  the 
United  States,  being  considered  as  rebels  and  aliens. 

QuES  riON. —  Is  slavery  still  continued  there  ? 

Dr.  Harding. —  It  is  commonly  reported  that  there  are  probably 
a  few  Negroes  who  have  been  held  as  slaves  since  the  Seminole  war, 
and  know  nothing  as  yet  to  the  contrary.  Many  Negro  slaves  were 
taken  from  the  east  coast  plantations  during  the  Seminole  raids,  and 
held  in  their  former  condition. 

Mrs.  QuiNTON. —  The  mission  to  the  Seminoles  of  Florida  was 
op>ened  by  our  Association  in  June,  1891  ;  and  Dr.  Brecht  was  nomi- 
nated by  the  Association  and  appointed  by  government  as  its  agent 
and  industrial  teacher,  and  Mrs.  Brecht  was  our  missionary  till  we 
transferred  the  mission  to  the  Episcopal  Church  of  Southern  Florida 
last  Christmas.  At  the  request  of  Bishop  Gray,  Mrs.  Brecht  still 
continues  her  missionary  work ;  and  both  she  and  Dr.  Brecht  have 
won  the  confidence  and  gratitude  of  the  Indians.  There  are  few 
"  Billy  Harneys "  among  them.  He  is  at  least  exceptional,  as  I 
know  of  none  such  among  the  Seminoles  where  our  own  work  has 
been.  The  homes  there,  as  a  rule,  are  roofs  on  four  posts,  without 
any  walls  whatever.  They  are  people  of  ability  and  of  natural  re- 
finement, and  they  are  not  idle.  They  support  themselves,  raising 
rice,  preparing  alligator  skins  and  bird  plumes,  and  selling  these. 
They  are  as  worthy,  I  think,  as  they  could  be  under  their  circum- 
stances. Two  stations  more  are  needed,  one  near  the  east  coast 
and  one  nearer  the  Gulf,  to  meet  the  needs  of  all.  They  are  ready 
to  work,  and  we  have  much  hope  for  their  future.  Our  Association 
bought  four  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  sold  eighty  of  them  to  gov- 
ernment ;  and  on  these  Dr.  Brecht  put  up  buildings  and  did  prepara- 
tory work.  This  place  is  not  in  the  Everglades,  for  one  could  not 
plant  a  mission  home  where  the  land  overflows  with  winter  rains ; 
but  it  is  on  the  land  nearest  which  does  not  thus  overflow.  We  also 
built  a  lodge  at  the  edge  of  the  Everglades,  where,  for  weeks  together 
during  the  dry  season,  visitation,  teaching  the  children,  and  indus- 
trial and  medical  work  are  done.  The  Seminoles  were  more  timid 
and  distrustful  than  any  tribe  I  have  ever  known,  and  the  task  of 
winning  their  confidence  could  not  be  rapidly  done  after  our  past 
national  relations  with  them.  The  progress  has  been  quite  as  fast 
as  one  could  reasonably  have  expected.  Kindergarten  work  has 
begun  at  the  lodge ;  and  a  school  will  follow,  I  think,  before  long. 

I  believe  that  the  Indians  of  the  whole  country  are  ready  for 
work,  and  that  the  question  is  only.  How  shall  we  provide  this  work  ? 
The  pjarents,  grandparents,  and  little  children  cannot  leave  the 
reservations.     They  must  be  provided  for  where  they  are ;  and  the 
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Industries  League  which  has  been  commended  to  you  will,  we  hope, 
help  towards  finding  work  and  markets  for  them.  We  all  see  the 
need  of  such  help.  We  have  talked  with  government  officials,  but 
these  alone  cannot  provide  all.  This  League,  which  arose  in  our 
department  of  Libraries  and  Industries,  of  which  Miss  Sparhawk  is 
chairman,  proposes  to  deal  with  individual  cases ;  and  it  must  raise 
money  for  this.  The  industries  in  connection  with  our  own  Associa- 
tion have  been  many.  Every. missionary  from  our  society  to  Indians 
has  been  instructed  to  work  six  days  in  the  week  for  their  civiliza- 
tion, and  in  teaching  them  to  help  themselves.  "  Helping  Indians 
to  help  themselves  '*  has  been  one  of  our  mottoes.  Our  Home 
Building  department  did  a  good  deal  in  this  way,  our  Young 
People^s  department  has  done  much,  and  Miss  Sparhawk  has  done 
a  great  deal.  We  have  also  asked  Miss  Carter  to  send  her  lace- 
making  teachers  to  some  of  our  missions,  and  still  hope  for  some  of 
them.  Our  Association  was  not  only  the  first  Indian  association  to 
ask  for  "  lands  in  severalty,  citizenship,  and  universal  Indian  educa- 
tion," but  to  ask  that  "industrial  schools"  might  be  established 
among  Indians,  and  that  they  might  be  "allured  into  civilized 
work."  The  way  is  all  open,  and  only  cash  help  is  needed  to  found 
many  industries  among  them.  There  are  certain  sections  where 
much  help  is  needed ;  and  the  darkest  Indian  situation,  morally,  in- 
dustrially, and  politically,  is  among  the  nineteen  Pueblos  of  the 
South-west.  These  people  could  be  made  to  understand  that  they 
are  citizens ;  and  I  wish  this  Conference  had  time  to  well  consider 
their  needs  and  those  of  the  Mission  Indians.  In  some  places 
Indians  are  prevented  from  realizing  their  privileges  and  duties  as 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  it  seems  to  us  that  attention 
should  be  called  to  this  matter.  When  citizenship  is  practically 
forcibly  prevented,  this  Conference  might  most  appropriately  con- 
sider such  cases.  Our  own  mission  field  is  where  no  other  mis- 
sionary work  is  done ;  and  we  have  had  the  joy  of  originating  thirty- 
five  missions  during  the  last  ten  years  by  the  divine  blessing. 

Bishop  Whipple  was  asked  to  answer  a  question  about  the  Chris- 
tian Indians. 

Bishop  Whipple. —  I  have  been  asked  if  it  was  true  that  the 
Christian  Indians  joined  in  the  outbreak  in  1862.  That  is  a  very  old 
lie,  and  a  shameless  lie,  and  a  lie  that  has  been  answered  again  and 
again  ;  and  now  I  will  answer  it,  so  that  no  one  will  ever  have  to  ask 
the  question  again.  The  leader  of  the  outbreak  was  ^n  uncivilized 
hostile  Indian,  who  visited  Washington,  and  for  whom  the  Indian 
Bureau  purchased  a  suit  of  white  man's  clothes.  He  wore  those  to 
have  his  photograph  taken  in;  and  that  photograph  was  in  existence 
after  Little  Crow  was  killed,  and  the  papers  throughout  the  country 
published  it.  That  was  the  only  time  that  Indian  ever  wore  a  civil- 
ized dress,  when  that  picture  was  taken.  My  own  mission  among  the 
Sioux  was  only  two  years  old  ;  but  there  are  men  who  have  gone  ta 
their  rest,  two  very  noble  men,  men  that  I  dearly  loved,  who  could 


Digitized  by 


Google 


75 

have  told  you,  as  I  think  Dr.  Strieby  will  tell  you,  that  there  never 
was  connected  with  our  missionary  association  a  more  noble  man 
than  Rev.  Dr.  Williamson. 

It  so  happened  that  immediately  after  the  outbreak  nearly  two 
million  dollars  that  belonged  to  the  Sioux  was  confiscated  ;  and  sev- 
enty-five hundred  dollars  was  to  go  to  the  friendly  Indians  who  had 
saved  the  white  captives,  of  which  twenty-five  hundred  was  to  go  to 
one  Indian  who  had  rescued  the  missionaries  and  others  from  the 
upper  Sioux  agency.  The  government  sent  a  special  agent ;  and, 
after  he  had  spent  much  time,  he  sent  back  word  that  it  was  impos- 
sible for  him  to  make  a  report ;  and  so  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
asked  if  I  would  make  the  report.  I  visited  Dr.  Williamson,  and 
asked  him.  Do  you  know  of  any  of  your  Christian  Indians  who  was 
engaged  with  the  hostiles  in  the  outbreak  ?  He  answered  instantly,. 
No.  I  make  the  statement  openly,  and  I  made  it  in  the  presence 
of  2,000  men  at  the  unveiling  of  the  monument  to  commemorate 
that  sad  event,  that  there  was  not  a  single  life  saved  during  that 
Sioux  massacre  that  was  not  saved  by  a  Christian  Indian. 

One  thing  more.  Immediately  after  this  outbreak  General  Sibley, 
who  had  known  these  Indians  for  forty  years,  who  had  been  the  fac- 
tor of  the  North-west  Fur  Company,  was  appointed  to  go  and  punish 
the  Indians,  and  defend  the  border.  With  his  knowledge  of  Indians 
he  selected  as  his  scouts  the  Christian  men  who  had  been  brought  to 
Christ  by  these  missionaries. 

One  thing  more.  When  General  Custer,  who  was  well  known  as 
an  Indian  fighter,  was  asked  by  the  government  to  make  a  reconnois- 
sance  of  the  Black  Hills,  he  sent  to  us,  and  asked  that  we  would  send 
him  thirty  scouts.  We  had  no  time  to  make  a  selection ;  for  he  said 
they  must  be  at  Lincoln  on  Wednesday  night,  and  the  message 
reached  us  Sunday  morning.  We  picked  up  the  Christian  Indians 
that  were  willing  to  go,  and  sent  them  to  General  Custer ;  and,  when 
they  came  back,  he  sent  a  letter,  which  I  still  have  among  my  papers, 
saying  he  could  not  allow  these  Christian  Indians  to  return  to 
the  Santee  Agency  without  bearing  testimony  to  their  character.  "  I 
do  not  simply  say,"  he  went  on,  "  that  they  have  been  competent  as 
soldiers,  but  I  do  say  that  you  cannot  find  a  village  in  Minnesota 
that  will  turn  out  thirty  more  exemplary  men.  Among  other  pleas- 
ant instances  I  remember  one  Sunday  afternoon  I  was  sitting  in  my 
tent,  when  I  heard  in  the  distance  the  familiar  sound  of  *  Rock  of 
Ages ' ;  and,  knowing  that  cavalrymen  are  not  noted  for  hymn- 
singing,  I  reconnoitered,  and  I  found  that  the  only  men  of  my  com- 
mand who  were  engaged  in  this  singing  were  the  sons  of  men  who 
had  roamed  over  these  prairies  in  barbarous  wildness.  May  the 
good  work  go  on."  And  he  signed  himself  Geo.  A.  Custer,  colonel 
commanding.* 

*At  the  request  of  Bishop  Whipple,  I  gladly  confinn  what  he  has  here  said  with  reference  to  the 
trustworthiness  of  these  scouts.  My  hus^nd,  Rev.  Samuel  J.  Barrows,  made  the  expedition  witb 
General  Custer  to  the  Black  Hills  in  the  summer  of  1874,  as  correspondent  of  the  New  York 
Tri^Mtu.  I  have  often  heard  him  refer  to  the  intelligence^  honesty,  and  general  good  character  of 
these  meuj  to  the  bravery  of  one  of  whom  I  ow*d  the  priceless  letters  that  were  sent  through  the 
wilds  by  his  trusty  hands ;  but  never  have  I  known  till  now  where  the  scouts  came  from  or  to  whonk 
they  owed  their  training. —  Editor. 
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The  Christian  Indians  at  the  time  of  the  outbreak  re -.cued  two 
hundred  women  and  children.  One  of  them  carried  to  his  grave  a 
certificate  signed  by  (ieneral  Sibley,  saying  that  he  was  entitled 
to  the  everlasting  gratitude  of  the  American  people  for  what  he 
had  done. 

If  you  wish  for  any  other  testimony  with  regard  to  Christian 
scouts,  ask  any  officer  in  the  army.  I  believe  that  you  have  never 
heard  from  the  lips  of  any  officer  of  the  army  any  imputation  cast 
upon  the  work  or  character  of  faithful  missionaries.  1  have  never 
heard  it. 

I  was  asked  another  question,  -  if  the  Indiiins  were  not  a  very 
stolid  people,  or  if  they  relished  a  joke.  Well,  I  will  tell  you  a  little 
story.  In  the  dark  days  of  our  Indian  affairs  a  politician  was 
appointed  to  do  some  very  dishonest  work.  He  desired  to  impress 
the  Indians  with  his  dignity,  and  he  dressed  himself  in  a  full  suit  of  a 
colonel's  uniform,  with  a  sword  by  his  side  ;  and  he  began  in  this 
wise  :  '^The  great  father  at  Washington  has  had  a  great  deal  of  trouble 
with  his  red  children,  and  he  has  come  to  the  conclusion  that  he  has 
made  an  awful  mistake.  He  has  been  sending  to  you  civilians  when 
he  sh(nild  have  sent  warriors.  He  has  found  out  that  the  Indians 
are  a  race  of  warriors.  And  so  he  looked  o\er  the  country  and 
found  me."  and  then  followed  his  dishonest  speech.  When  he  was 
through,  an  old  chief  rose,  and  looked  him  over  from  head  to  foot,  and 
then  slowly  replied:  *'  Kvcv  since  I  was  a  little  boy  1  have  heard  that 
white  men  had  these  great  warriors,  and  I  alwax  s  wanted  to  see  one. 
I  have  looked  on  one  :  antl  now  I  am  ready  to  die  I  " 

Miss  HoiMM)eK,  of  Recllands,  Cal.,  sht)we(l  some  specimens  of 
Indian  work  in  pottery  and  baskets,  and  said  that  she  should  be 
glad  to  take  orders  for  baskets  especiallv,  as  they  could  be  sent 
by  mail.  She  had  vi-^iiecl  eight  rescrvatit)ns,  and  spent  three  months 
on  one.  The  land  where  many  of  the  Indians  in  Southern  Cali- 
fornia are  placed  is  alkali,  where  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  make 
a  liviiv4.  They  will  sonu'tinies  ]:»lant  three  crops,  and  not  even  then 
be  discouraged.  They  are  willing  to  work.  If  a  desire  for  anything 
belter  can  be  created  in  thrm.  they  will  certainly  fulfil  one's  most 
eagor  expectations.  The  tield-matrons  who  were  asked  for  by  the 
Wonun's  Association  are  now  in  the  field  under  the  pay  of  the  gov- 
crnnKiU,  and  are  doing  excellent  work.  Among  other  things  they 
teach  the  women  to  sew,  and  these  Indian  women  are  so  eager  to 
learn  that  they  will  come  hours  beforehand  so  as  to  be  sure  to  get 
the  whole  of  the  lesson.  The  children  are  eager  to  be  in  school, 
and  some  of  them  walk  ten  miles  a  day  to  attend.  The  teachers 
are  ^ery  devoted,  and  are  doing  good  work.  They  are  hampered 
by  the  agents.  If  an  agent  does  not  happen  to  want  to  help  the 
matrons,  any  requests  from  the  teachers  are  put  aside.  If  we  had 
more  women  like  Miss  C'arler,  and  good  agents,  most  of  the  prob- 
lems would  be  solved. 

The  President  asked  Captain  W.  W.  Wotherspoon  to  speak. 
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Capt.  WoTHERSPooN.  —  I  think  it  rather  unfortunate  that  I  should 
follow  after  Captain  Pratt  and  Miss  Carter ;  but  it  nnay  have  its 
instructive  aspects,  too.  Miss  Carter  has  been  chasing  Indians 
with  a  bobbin  :  1  have  been  chasing  them  with  guns,  until  the  last 
four  years.  For  twenty-two  years  I  have  seen  the  Indian,  sometimes 
with  his  face  painted,  sometimes  in  fights,  sometimes  as  a  prisoner, 
and  sometimes  wounded.  About  four  years  ago  I  was  placed  in 
charge  of  the  Apache  prisoners  at  Mount  Vernon.  The  Apache 
ethnologically  belongs  to  the  Athapascan  race.  He  never  builds  a 
house.  He  lives  on  anything  he  can  find.  His  very  name  means 
wild.  The  subject  of  Work  and  Wages  for  Indians  has  a  fair 
illustration  in  the  case  of  these  people.  When  I  went  to  Mount 
Vernon  and  took  charge  of  them,  I  found  them  in  a  deplorable  con- 
dition, almost  ready  for  revolt.  I  was  given  absolute  control ;  and 
the  first  words  I  said  were,  *'  You  are  going  to  work,  and  there  is 
to  be  no  more  monkey  business."  I  said  to  them  :  **  You  have  been 
fed  and  housed  and  clothed,  and  you  have  not  done  anything  for 
it.  You  can  now  go  out  and  earn  as  much  money  as  you  choose^ 
and  you  can  have  your  money,  and  do  what  you  like  with  it ;  but 
you  have  got  to  work.  You  have  got  to  work,  even  if  you  have  to 
work  for  nothing.''  They  rapidly  learned  to  do  almost  everything,, 
and  they  did  earn  money.  What  is  there  that  an  Indian  cannot 
do  .^  I  do  not  know  of  anything.  There  is  nothing  that  an  Indian 
cannot  do  that  we  can  do,  except  overcome  the  pauperizing  influ- 
ences that  we  have  imposed  on  him.  Those  Apaches  cut  four 
thousand  cords  of  oak  and  five  thousand  pine  logs.  They  got  their 
money,  and  spent  it.  They  built  a  village  of  a  hundred  houses, 
doing  it  all,  building  chimneys,  plastering,  matching  lumber  for 
floors,  made  doors  and  windows,  cooked  their  food,  washed  their 
clothes  (and  the  women  starched  their  cuff's  and  collars,  or  they 
got  the  mischief  if  they  didn't).  Some  were  basket-makers,  and 
some  were  pottery  makers.  Every  one  of  them  could  do  something. 
They  were  excellent  vegetable  gardeners. 

The  question  comes  up.  What  was  the  estimate  in  which  those 
people  were  held  by  their  white  and  colored  neighbors  ?  If  we  are 
going  to  understand  the  characteristics  of  a  race,  we  have  to  take 
the  individual  as  we  find  him,  and  from  the  characteristics  of  the 
individual  estimate  the  characteristics  of  the  race.  After  twenty- 
two  years'  service  among  the  Indians,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  two 
or  three  things.  In  the  first  place,  I  have  never  known  an  Indian, 
not  debauched  with  rum,  who  was  a  liar.  I  have  never,  in  my  life, 
known  a  wild  Indian  to  tell  me  an  untruth,  even  when  it  would  re- 
dound to  his  own  benefit.  In  cases  wiiere  they  were  accused  of 
drunkenness  or  crime,  I  have  asked,  Are  you  guilty  ?  and  they 
would  say  yes  or  no,  according  to  the  fact.  If  they  said  no,  there 
was  no  use  in  trying  to  find  evidence.  If  they  said  yes,  which  they 
did  in  the  majority  of  cases,  they  took  their  punishment.  Once  in  a 
while  they  would  say :  *'  I  did  not  know  I  was  drunk.  Perhaps  I 
was.  Send  for  so  and  so,  and  he  will  tell  you  all  about  it.''  We 
would  send,  and  they  would  come  and  testify;  and,  if  the  testimony 
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was  true,  the  man  would  say,  **  Yes,  that  is  right,  I  remember  that," 
or,  "  Yes,  I  did  so  and  so." 

Another  thing.  I  have  never  known  in  these  twenty-two  years, 
outside  of  these  debauched  Indians,  of  a  single  thief  amongst  them. 
I  have  never  known  an  Indian  to  steal  anything.  My  house  was 
open  all  the  time.  An  Indian  built  my  fires,  and  attended  to  every- 
thing about  the  house.  My  interpreter,  living  in  their  village,  always 
left  his  house  open  and  his  valuables  exposed.  Tobacco  and  cigars 
were  always  in  sight,  yet  in  four  years  I  never  knew  of  a  pinch  of 
tobacco  being  taken. 

They  are  usually  kind  and  affectionate  to  their  families.  They 
do  not  overwork  the  women.  The  man  takes  his  full  share  of  the 
work  of  supporting  the  family.  They  are  good  to  their  .children. 
They  are  kindly  to  their  relatives  and  generous  to  their  foes.  If 
these  virtues  are  at  the  foundation  of  the  Indian's  character  and  of 
the  Indian  race,  what  is  the  matter  with  making  a  man  out  of  him  ? 
Are  they  any  worse  or  any  better  than  these  gentlemen  flung  in  a 
steady  stream  on  our  shores  from  Hungary  and  Italy  ?  I  believe 
there  is  a  saying  that  you  can  lead  a  horse  to  the  water,  but  you  can- 
not make  him  drink.  I  do  not  know  if  any  one  ever  tried  the  experi- 
ment of  taking  the  water  away  for  a  while.  If  you  did  that,  I  think 
they  would  soon  drink  heartily.  That  is  the  way  with  work.  The 
Indian  doesn't  work.  Why  should  he  ?  Why  should  we  ?  There  are 
no  people  in  the  world  who  will  work  for  the  mere  pleasure  of  work- 
ing. If  we  are  going  to  give  him  annuities,  feed  him  on  rations 
when  he  is  hungry,  clothe  him  when  he  is  cold,  what  inducement  has 
he  to  work?  But  take  him  away  from  the  water.  A  little  period  of 
starvation  will  do  him  good.  Let  him  have  his  land,  and  let  him  sell 
it  and  squander  it  if  he  choose.  The  Indian  does  not  want  to  die 
any  more  than  any  one  else.  His  capacity  for  work  is  great.  He 
can  do  anything  he  will.  Is  there  anything  that  prevents  him  from 
going  to  work  if  he  wants  to  ?  There  is  nothing  to  prevent  except 
the  reservation  and  the  agent.  J/e  is  always  evil,  and  always  will  be. 
His  whole  interest  is  to  keep  the  Indian  there,  that  he  may  feed  him. 
If  you  can  get  the  Indians  away  from  the  reservation  and  spread 
them  abroad  among  our  people,  they  will  do  as  any  other  class  in 
this  people  does, —  work, —  and  you  will  not  have  to  support  them. 
You  will  have  in  the  Indian  a  sober  man  and  a  good  citizen.  Be- 
cause he  does  not  have  to  work  is  the  reason  that  he  does  not  work, 
and  that  is  all  there  is  about  it.  He  will  work  if  he  has  to,  and  will 
do  good  work.  Wherever  these  Indians  have  been  hired  out  and 
employed  by  white  people,  they  have  always  earned  the  same  wages 
as  the  white  laborers  with  whom  they  competed. 

On  one  occasion  the  white  people,  Negroes,  and  the  Apaches 
were  to  work  together  on  a  certain  building.  The  Indians  came 
back  one  day,  and  said  the  whites  and  Negroes  had  struck.  They 
would  not  work  with  the  Indians.  **  Why  don't  you  go  down,  and 
say  that  you  will  build  the  house  yourselves  V  I  asked  them.  They 
hesitated.  I  told  them  to  go  back,  and  say  that,  if  the  job  could  be 
given   to  them,  I  would   superintend    it.     The  contractor  said.  All 
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right ;  and  those  Indians  put  up  the  building  and  got  the  full  wages 
that  the  others  would  have  had,  and  I  think  they  were  preferred  to 
the  other  laborers.  These  were  the  Apache  prisoners  of  war,  the 
most  bloodthirsty  people  we  have  ever  had  to  do  with,  the  very  men- 
tion of  whose  name  was  enough  to  frighten  the  women  and  children 
of  Arizona.  They  had  never  been  under  the  fatherly  influence  of  the 
agents !  They  were  wild  and  difficult  to  manage.  When  we  were 
both  in  Arizona,  when  they  were  not  chasing  me,  I  was  chasing 
them! 

At  Mount  Vernon  they  had  their  own  village,  their  own  hospital, 
school-house,  and  all  that  was  necessary;  and  everything  was  going 
smoothly  when   I   left   them.     That  was  last    March.     Since   then- 
these  Indians  have    been  moved  to  Fort   Sill  in   Indian    Territory. 
Why  I  do  not  know. 

Question. —  What  are  they  doing  there  ? 

Capt.  WoTHERSPOON. —  Eating  rations!  An  officer  from  the  War 
Department  came,  and  asked  what  I  recommended.  I  told  him  the 
only  thing  I  could  see  as  justice  to  these  people  was  the  termination 
of  the  pauperizing  influences  whose  work  was  bringing  about  their 
annihilation  from  disease  and  slothfulness,  that  we  owed  them  a 
fair  start.  I  looked  over  the  country ;  and  I  thought  that  in  the 
mountains  of  North  Carolina  or  in  Tennessee  they  might  find  a 
climate  more  nearly  like  their  own,  where  they  could  live  and  earn 
their  own  living,  that  it  would  not  hurt  them  to  work  hard,  that 
they  might  be  told  that  after  three  years  they  would  have  no  more 
assistance  from  the  United  States  except  that  their  children  would 
have  schooling.  They  asked  me  for  an  estimate,  and  I  said  I 
thought  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  would  do  the  work. 
But,  instead  of  adopting  that  plan,  they  have  sent  them  out  to  the 
Indian  Territory.  If  the  plan  of  the  government  is  to  settle  them, 
and  let  them  take  up  land  and  in  three  or  four  years  end  the  sup- 
port, all  right.  But  I  say,  Down  with  the  reservation !  down  with 
pauperizing  by  feeding  and  clothing  them !  Take  care  of  the  old 
people,  yes.  But  what  is  the  matter  with  our  public  schools  for  the 
young  people  ?  They  are  good  enough  for  us.  Get  them  out  of  the 
reservation,  put  them  three  here  and  four  there,  and  so  scatter  them. 
What  do  we  do  with  the  boys  from  our  houses  of  refuge  ?  We  put 
them  where  they  will  have  a  fair  chance.  Captain  Pratt  says  that 
his  boys  have  a  fair  chance.  There  are  unlimited  chances  for  them, 
if  we  can  get  them  away  from  the  reservations. 

In  my  opinion,  after  twenty-two  years  of  pretty  close  contact  with 
the  Indian,  I  am  convinced  that  he  has  all  the  characteristics  that 
will  make  him  a  first-class  citizen  and  a  good  man,  that  he  is  able 
to  work,  and  will  work  if  you  make  him,  and  that  he  will  die  a  pauper 
if  you  keep  up  the  present  system  of  feeding  and  clothing  him 
without  exertion  on  his  part. 

Mr.  Harding. —  If  you  had  been  allowed  to  go  on  sending  them 
out  to  get  work  and  receive  pay  for  it,  could  they  not  have  been  ab- 
sorbed into  our  civilization, —  these  Apaches,  I  mean  ? 

Capt.   WoTHERSPooN. —  That   question  was   fast  being  answered 
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when  a  new  departure  was  taken.  There  were  four  hundred  pris- 
oners, and  the  question  I  had  to  solve  was  what  to  do  with  them 
without  any  money.  I  taught  them  to  farm  as  market  gardeners ; 
and  I  hired  them  out,  a  few  in  a  place,  until  I  had  fifty-five  out, 
giving  excellent  satisfaction,  and  the  government  not  paying  a  cent, 
the  people  paying  for  whom  they  worked.  I  should  in  time  have 
scattered  them,  so  that  they  could  never  have  come  together  again  as 
a  band.  Then  the  Secretary  of  War  came  down,  and  started  this 
matter  of  enlisting  them  in  the  army,  and,  against  my  suggestion, 
directed  that  they  should  be  enlisted  as  a  troop  there.  The  men 
were  out  at  work  on  the  farms,  and  they  had  to  be  brought  in  to  be 
enlisted. 

Mr.  A.  K.  Smiley. —  Fourteen  years  ago  General  Whittlesey  and  I 
went  and  visited  the  Apaches,  who  have  the  reputation  of  being  the 
worst  Indians  in  the  country.  It  was  after  an  awful  raid  on  the 
whites,  and  they  were  held  in  a  military  camp  and  under  the  closest 
surveillance.  We  had  a  conference  with  them,  and  they  talked  just 
as  you  would  talk.  They  wanted  homes.  They  wanted  land  in  the 
mountains  where  they  could  go  to  work.  They  wanted  the  whites 
to  let  them  alone.  Then  we  had  a  conference  with  the  military  men 
in  charge.  Military  officers,  as  a  rule,  are  friendly  to  the  Indians, 
and  have  a  great  admiration  for  the  Indian  character.  I  have 
heard  that  again  and  again.  Colonel  Purington  had  charge  of  the  mil- 
itary post  beside  them.  He  said  that,  when  he  wanted  to  send  a 
faithful  man,  he  never  sent  a  white  man,  —  he  always  sent  an  Ind- 
ian. The  Indians  would  travel  a  hundred  miles  in  a  day.  "  I  can- 
not trust  my  own  soldiers  as  I  can  those  men,"  he  said.  They  have 
some  qualities,  I  believe,  which  are  superior  to  our  race.  They  are 
braver  than  the  Spartans.  What  Leonidas  did  is  nothing  to  what 
they  will  do.  In  faithfulness  to  a  trust  there  is  no  nation  to  compare 
with  them,  in  our  own  time  or  in  history,  that  I  know  anything  about. 
They  have  certain  bad  traits,  it  is  true.  The  worst  Indians  are 
those  that  we  see  along  the  railroad  stations  who  have  been  ruined 
by  the  whites  by  whiskey.  But  those  who  have  seen  them  in  their 
own  homes  have  only  admiration  for  them,  and  great  hope  for  them 
in  the  future. 

A  large  portrait  of  Geronimo  was  here  exhibited  to  the  Confer- 
ence. 

Capt.  WoTHERSPOON. —  This  is  the  hereditary  chief  and  leader  of 
this  most  murderous  band  of  Indians.  He  kept  the  United  States 
on  the  run  for  twelve  or  fourteen  years.  Then  this  savage  came 
down  to  Alabama, —  this  savage  who  never  drank  a  drop  of  liquor, 
who  never  told  a  lie,  who  never  stole  a  thing,  except  what  he  con- 
sidered fair  booty  in  war.  When  he  came  there,  I  made  him  my  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  to  give  judgment  in  petty  Indian  offences ;  and  he 
got  thirty-five  cents  a  day  for  it,  and  was  a  very  excellent  judge. 

Mr.  Herbert  Welsh. —  It  seems  to  me  unfortunate  that  the  Con- 
ference should  allow  this  Apache  problem  to  stop  at  its  present  con- 
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dition.  When  they. were  sent  to  Fort  Marion  as  prisoners  of  war, 
there  were  two  classes  of  Apaches, —  some  were  actually  prisoners 
of  war,  some  were  United  States  scouts  who  had  been  serving  faith- 
fully under  our  banner.  As  a  representative  of  the  Indian  Rights 
Association,  with  Captain  J.  G.  Bourke,  I  visited  them,  and  saw  the 
testimonials  which  many  of  them  held  as  to  their  faithful  service  to 
the  government.  I  went  back  to  Philadelphia,  and  published  a  state- 
ment of  the  facts  which  led  to  much  public  discussion.  The  New 
York  Tribune  took  it  up,  and  a  special  cabinet  meeting  was  held  to 
discuss  the  question  of  what  should  be  done  with  the  Apaches. 
They  were  removed  to  Mount  Vernon  as  the  result  of  that  agitation, 
Captain  Bourke  being  sent  to  examine  the  situation  and  report  as  to 
the  suitability  of  the  place  as  a  temporary  home.  Then  came  the 
admirable  work  of  Captain  Wotherspoon.  The  idea  of  the  friends 
of  the  Indian  was  not  that  that  place  should  be  their  permanent 
home,  but  only  a  temporary  resting-place  until  some  place  should  be 
found  in  a  healthful  locality  where  they  could  work  out  their  own 
salvation. 

A  remarkable  work  has  been  done  by  Captain  Wotherspoon,  by 
which  those  men  are  prepared  to  merge  themselves  among  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  so  that  we  should  hear  nothing  more  of 
them  except  that  they  are  earning  their  own  living.  I  fear  if  they 
remain  in  the  climate  of  Fort  Sill,  and  if  they  are  not  followed  up  by 
the  care  which  has  so  far  pursued  them,  all  previous  efforts  will  be 
thrown  away.  There  is  force  sufficient  in  this  Conference  to  pre- 
vent what  would  seem  to  be  a  threatened  danger.  Is  it  not  our  duty 
to  see  whether  these  are  real  dangers  or  not,  and,  if  they  are,  to 
bring  other  influences  to  bear  on  the  subject  in  Washington,  that 
some  suitable  place  may  be  found  for  them } 

Mr.  Frank  Wood  said  that  it  ought  to  be  known  that  some  East- 
ern friends  of  the  Indian,  in  connection  with  Captain  Bourke,  found 
a  desirable  section  of  land  for  the  Apache  prisoners,  and  it  was 
bargained  for ;  but  all  efforts  were  stopped  through  the  representa- 
tives in  Congress,  on  account  of  the  prejudice  of  the  white  people, 
who  did  not  wish  to  have  the  Indians  near  them.  That  put  a  stop 
to  the  whole  thing. 

Gen.  O.  O.  Howard. —  I  began  with  those  Apaches  when  Cochise 
was  their  leader.  After  much  difficulty  we  (Captains  Sladen,  Jef- 
fords, and  myself)  brought  them  out,  and  put  them  on  a  reservation 
where  they  kept  the  peace  as  long  as  the  old  chief  lived,  and  as  long 
as  his  son  lived.  Geronimo  joined  them  later  than  our  visit,  and 
they  had  great  trouble  and  difficulty.  A  new  agent  came  in  after 
Jeffords,  and  he  found  it  would  be  more  economical  to  put  them  on 
the  San  Carlos  Reservation.  The  promises  I  had  made  them  by 
order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  were  all  broken ;  and 
I  said  at  once,  "  Of  course  there  will  be  war,  and  a  terrible  one.*' 
I  was  in  command  of  the  Military  Division  of  the  Pacific  when  that 
war  came. 

When  these  Apaches  were  sent  to  Mount  Vernon,  I  had  the  honor 
of  having  Captain  Wotherspoon  sent  down  there.     If  he  had  had 
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health  and  strength  and  there  could  have  been  perpetuity  of  his 
reign,  that  part  of  the  Indian  question  would  have  been  solved.  But 
the  condition  of  things  is  unsatisfactory.  Our  people  have  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  we  will  not  have  the  Indians  for  soldiers.  Per- 
haps that  conclusion  will  please  the  Friends.  I  have  joined  with 
others  in  trying  to  find  some  place  where  these  Apaches  should  be 
sent.  The  citizens  of  Arizona  and  New  Mexico  will  not  let  them  go 
there.  They  think  that  every  one  of  the  fighting  men  will  go  back 
if  they  are  allowed  to  cross  the  Mississippi.  I  do  not  know  why 
colonists  have  not  risen  to  prevent  them  from  going  to  Fort  Sill.  If 
they  are  on  good  land  there,  with  the  intelligence  they  now  have  and 
a  little  supervision,  I  believe  these  Indians  will  work  out  their  own 
temporal  salvation. 

With  reference  to  the  agents,  I  am  afraid  we  are  saying  too  much. 
The  Indian  agents  are  as  good  as  the  rest  of  us.  If  an  agent  is  a 
good  man,  he  is  put  in  a  trying  or  false  position ;  and  he  has  to  be  so 
as  long  as  the  Indian  Bureau  lasts.  I  do  hope  that  our  government 
may  take  such  steps  that  little  by  little  it  will  be  possible  to  abolish 
it ;  but  you  do  not  want  to  abolish  the  educational  part.  Captain 
Pratt  and  I  have  no  difficulty  with  each  other.  If  it  were  practi- 
cable, I  would  like  to  see  all  the  Indians  distributed  in  the  manner 
he  says.  But  it  is  impracticable  even  to  take  the  children  away. 
Our  friend.  Bishop  Whipple,  has  got  hold  of  the  right  end  of  the 
subject.  His  idea  is  that,  if  you  put  a  man  of  the  same  earnestness 
as  himself  to  work  for  the  Indians,  and  he  works  hard,  he  will  accom- 
plish veritable  results.  Men  will  be  converted  ;  and,  when  their  souls 
are  changed,  then  they  will  be  ready  to  ask  for  the  white  man's 
methods  in  other  things. 

If  you  take  Captain  Wotherspoon's  presentation,  you  will  see  that 
Indians  do  not  lie,  and  they  do  not  steal ;  but  they  do  some  other 
things.  They  commit  outrageous  murders.  Some  people  seem  to 
think  that,  if  you  get  back  to  nature,  you  get  back  to  holiness.  But 
no.  You  have  got  to  convert  the  soul.  Some  children  may  be  con- 
verted before  they  are  born ;  but  I  do  not  think  the  Indian  children 
are,  and  a  good  many  white  children  are  not.  Let  us  bring  into  the 
reservations  all  those  influences  that  will  back  up  everything  that  is 
right  and  proper.  Let  us  stick  to  the  schools.  By  this  constant 
revolution  of  getting  out  everything  bad  and  putting  in  ever)rthing 
good  shall  we  get  the  best  sort  of  agents  and  teachers.  And  put 
good  men  in  at  the  head,  from  the  President  down. 

Miss  Mary  E.  Dewey,  of  Boston,  was  introduced. 

Miss  Dewev. —  I  ask  attention  in  hope  that  I  may  find  counsel 
and  aid  from  this  assembly  in  a  matter  which  our  Association  has 
much  at  heart.  About  two  years  ago  an  appeal  came  to  us  from 
Mr.  Ewing,  then  sheriff  of  Mojave  County,  Arizona,  in  behalf  of  the 
Hualapai  Indians.  There  are  about  seven  hundred  of  this  tribe 
living  in  the  north-western  part  of  Arizona,  in  a  district  confessedly 
allotted  to  them  because  it  was  absolutely  worthless.     They  are  be- 
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tween  the  Grand  Canon  of  the  Colorado  on  the  one  hand  and  the 
Atlantic  &  Pacific  Railroad  on  the  other ;  but  they  are  not  bene- 
fited by  either  this  grand  natural  scenery  or  this  proud  triumph  of 
civilization.  The  waters  of  the  Colorado  flow  at  the  bottom  of  a 
mile-deep  chasm,  leaving  the  surface  country  dry  and  sterile;  and 
the  morals  and  manners  taught  the  Indians  by  the  frontiersmen  are 
far  worse  than  their  native  savagery.  The  tribe  is  very  poor.  The 
government  gives  them  rations  for  half  the  year :  the  other  half  they 
wander  about  over  the  district,  and  gather  wild  fruits  and  roots,  eat 
the  fruit  of  the  cactus,  and  pick  up  a  living  as  best  they  can.  They 
have  no  occupation  or  object  in  life.  A  few  of  the  men  work  for 
ranchmen  and  miners ;  but  since  the  low  price  of  silver  has  closed 
the  mines,  and  the  droughts  of  the  summers  have  diminished  the 
herds,  they  find  less  work  of  that  kind,  and  are  poorer  than  ever. 
The  women  are  handy  with  their  needles,  and  make  their  own 
clothes ;  but  they  get  little  work  in  the  homes  of  the  settlers,  owing 
chiefly  to  the  filthy  condition  inevitable  by  people  who  live  more  like 
animals  than  human  creatures,  in  brush  huts  or  holes  in  the  ground, 
without  furniture  or  utensils  of  any  kind.  In  short,  the  Hualapai 
are  in  a  state  of  uttermost  poverty  and  degradation ;  but  the  inter- 
esting, the  hopeful  thing  about  them  is  that  they  are  dissatisfied, 
they  want  something  better.  They  do  not  want  their  children  to 
grow  up  to  be  what  they  are.  The  vitalizing  element  of  dis- 
content has  come  to  them  in  a  jioble  form,  and  they  ask  for  educa- 
tion. They  want  their  children  taught  to  do  and  know  the  things 
that  white  people  know.  They  believe  that  the  superiority  of  the 
white  men  is  in  their  training.  From  their  own  destitution  and  help- 
lessness they  call  to  us  to  share  our  knowledge  with  them.  Can  we 
close  our  ears  to  so  pathetic  a  request  ? 

For  us  to  refuse  people  who  ask  simply  for  education  is  as  if, 
with  bread  in  our  hands,  we  should  deny  it  to  starving  men.  The 
Massachusetts  Association  has  begun  the  work  with  such  means  as 
it  could  command.  We  sent  to  Arizona  last  spring  a  field-matron, 
an  admirable  woman,  devoted,  earnest,  sincere,  and  with  a  hearty 
interest  in  the  Indians.  She  has  a  little  school  of  seventeen ;  but 
she  could  have  one  of  a  hundred  if  there  were  more  room.  The 
children  are  docile,  affectionate,  and  well-behaved;  and  they  are  so 
pressed  on  by  the  eagerness  of  their  parents  for  education  that  they 
have  learned  with  uncommon  speed.  Although  the  school  only 
began  last  June,  their  specimens  of  writing  would  do  credit  to  any 
children.  Their  manners  are  so  good  that  the  teacher  of  the  public 
school  said  that  she  wished  her  scholars  would  behave  as  well  as  the 
Indian  children.  It  is  a  day-school,  for  we  have  not  been  able  to 
afford  a  boarding-school;  but  the  teacher  gives  them  a  dinner  of 
bread,  and  this  is  sometimes  all  the  food  they  have  to  eat  for  the  day. 

What  we  have  done  is  only  to  place  an  entering  wedge,  to  find  out 
what  these  people  need,  and  to  show  how  willing  and  glad  they  are 
to  seize  upon  instruction.  For  one  woman  to  relieve  the  misery  and 
need  of  this  whole  tribe  is  like  trying  to  bale  out  Lake  Mohonk  with 
a  tin  dipper.     It  is  only  government  that  can  undertake  the  expense, 
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and  which,  by  so  doing,  will  save  money.  If  it  gives  the  Hualapai^ 
instead  of  rations,  some  good  land  and  a  farm-school,  in  ten  years 
they  will  be  self-supporting,  and  in  twenty  they  will  begin  to  pay 
taxes. 

The  first  difficulty  is  to  find  arable  land.  Water  is  so  scarce  in 
that  part  of  Arizona  that  the  possession  of  it  is  wealth  ;  and  one 
man,  who  owns  a  spring  which  waters  four  acres,  clears  $2,000  a 
year  by  selling  vegetables  and  fruit.  The  soil  is  rich  when  moist- 
ened; and  the  three  things  necessary  to  lift  the  Hualapai  into 
decent  living  are  a  piece  of  irrigated  land,  a  farmer  to  teach  them 
to  use  it,  and  a  boarding-school  for  the  children  with  industrial 
training. 

A  petition  is  to  be  sent  to  the  Department  of  the  Interior  on  this 
subject,  which  1  hope  will  receive  a  great  many  signatures  here. 

Mr.  Smiley. —  The  United  States  government  is  rich  enough  to 
give  every  Indian  an  education  ;  and  I  think  it  will. 

Adjourned  at  one  o'clock  p.m. 
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Thursday  Night. 


The  Conference  was  called  to  order  at  eight  o'clock  by  the  Presi- 
dent.    Professor  C.  ('.  Painter  was  invited  to  speak. 


THE    LEASING    OF   INDIANS'    LANDS. 

AN    ADDRKSS    HV    I'ROFKSSOK     PAIN'TKR. 

We  were  speaking  this  morning  in  regard  to  industries.  A  great 
deal  is  said  about  industrial  training.  \Ve  go  to  Hampton  and  Car- 
lisle and  see  the  Indian  work,  and  then  we  go  to  the  reservation  and 
make  incjuiries  about  him.  I  was  at  one  a  little  while  ago,  and  I 
found  three  Hampton  students.  I  asked  one  what  he  was  doing; 
and  he  said,  **  Nothing."  I  asked  the  second;  and  he  said,  ''Noth- 
ing": the  third,  and  he  said,  **  Nothing."  Two  of  them  had  been 
educated  as  carpenterb  and  one  as  a  blacksmith.  I  said  to  them, 
•'This  is  a  hard  story  to  tell  friends  in  the  East."  *'\Vhat  can  we 
do?"  they  asked.  '' The  government  has  a  carpenter  here,  and  he 
has  an  assistant.  .\11  the  places  are  full.  The  same  is  true  of  the 
places  for  blacksmiths."  I  was  at  one  reservation  where  there  was 
a  very  ct»mplete  tin-shop,  with  first-class  machinery.  A  Carlisle  stu- 
dent had  been  here,  and  this  was  fitted  up  for  his  use.  Put  it  was 
not  being  used.  In  the  warehouse  I  saw  immense  quantities  of  tin- 
ware which  was  made  at  the  Carlisle  School.  We  have  men  who 
have  gone  out  from  the  schools  who  have  learned  to  make  shoes; 
but  we  go  to  New  \'ork  and  Chicago,  and  buy  shoes  ready  made. 
We  have  men  educated  as  tailors,  and  they  go  back  ;  and  we  are  sur- 
prised that  they  do  not  set  up  a  tailor's  shop,  and  manufacture  cloth- 
ing for  the  reservation.  Put  we  go  to  New  York,  and  buy  Jew 
clothing,  and  send  it  out;  and  you  will  not  fmd  an  Indian  not  wear- 
ing store-made  clothes.  And  so  Captain  Pratt  is  driven  to  the  con- 
clusion that  these  Indians  who  go  back  there  after  he  has  trained 
them  to  do  these  things  have  no  chance  to  do  them.  If  they  are 
going  to  do  the  work  that  they  have  learned  to  do,  they  will  have  to 
stay  East  to  do  it,  they  cannot  do  it  on  the  reservation. 

So  it  comes  to  us  whether  we  are  doing  a  wise  thing,  taken  as  a 
whole.  I  doubt  it.  If  we  carry  out  the  idea  of  industrial  training, 
there  must  be  an  opportunity  for  carrying  on  the  work  afterward; 
and  T  do  not  see  any  solution  except  Captain  Pratt's.     It  is  a  very 
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difficult  thing.  Miss  Carter  shows  us  what  the  Indian  women  can 
do  at  lace-making.  But  the  number  of  people  who  can  buy  lace  at 
ten  dollars  a  yard  is  limited.  That  industry  will  have  to  be  worked 
up,  specially,  even  to  the  limits  within  which  it  can  be  made  profi- 
table. So  with  the  weaving  of  grass  and  pottery.  The  Indians  show 
us  that  they  can  do  any  kind  of  work.  It  is  the  consensus  of  opin- 
ion that  the  Indian  has  in  himself  the  ability  to  adapt  himself  to  all 
kinds  of  industries  and  all  positions  in  life.  It  comes  back,  then,  to 
the  question  of  opportunity. 

It  is  the  policy  of  the  government  that  these  Indians  shall  be 
farmers.  That  is  the  theory  on  which  the  lands  were  allotted,  and 
are  held  inalienable  for  them  for  twenty-five  years, —  no  matter 
whether  the  allottee  is  an  old  woman  of  eighty,  a  blind  man,  or  a 
young  man  who  wants  to  go  off  somewhere  else.  There  is  his  land  ; 
and  he  could  not,  under  the  law,  do  anything  with  it.  "  You  must 
farm  or  do  nothing,"  said  the  government.  Then  came  the  time 
when  Senator  Dawes  and  General  Whittlesey  and  I  talked  this  over, 
and  we  drew  up  an  amendment,  and  Mr.  Dawes  secured  its  passage, 
providing  for  such  leases  as  we  thought  should  be  provided  for,  in 
cases  where  there  was  disability  to  use  the  land.  That  is  all  that 
should  have  been  covered  by  it.  The  three  provisions  of  the  Sev- 
eralty Bill  —  the  three  ideas  that  controlled  in  the  framing  of  that 
bill  and  of  this  amendment — were  :  first,  that  allotments  should  take 
place  where  the  people  were  ready  to  receive  allotments ;  second, 
that  this  land  should  be  held  for  twenty-five  years,  until  the  old  men 
should  have  passed  away,  and  the  sons  and  daughters  shall  be  edu- 
cated to  appreciate  the  value  of  it,  and  then  dispose  of  it  if  they  wish, 
but  not  sooner ;  third,  that  there  should  be  this  modification, —  that, 
in  case  of  inability  to  use  the  land,  it  should  be  converted  to  their  use 
by  leasing  it  to  some  one. 

Whether  these  were  wise  or  unwise  provisions,  this  was  the  theory 
on  which  that  bill  was  based ;  and  this  was  the  protection  which  was 
deemed  wise  to  be  thrown  about  those  who  took  land  under  it. 

I  wish  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  in  all  three  of  these  partic- 
ulars the  principle  of  the  bill,  the  spirit  and  intent  of  the  bill,  are 
being  set  aside  and  destroyed.  Allotments  are  ordered,  not  with 
reference  generally  to  the  condition  of  the  Indian,  but  to  the  greed 
and  demands  of  the  white  people  about  the  reservation  who  wish  to 
secure  the  surplus  lands.  I  could,  had  I  time,  call  attention  to  res- 
ervations where  the  effect  of  allotments  has  been  to  set  back  the 
Indians  for  twenty  years. 

I  recently  came  across  the  Winnebago  and  Omaha  Reservations 
on  which  allotments  have  been  made. 

I  was  on  the  Omaha  Reservation  soon  after  the  allotments  were 
made ;  and  it  was  very  gratifying  to  find  that  the  Indians  were  settling 
upon  their  allotments,  and  in  almost  every  case  living  in  pretty  good 
houses,  built  on  their  allotments  and  with  a  large  amount  of  land 
under  cultivation.  I  came  back  satisfied  and  enthusiastic,  believing 
that  it  was  the  proper  thing  to  do  in  this  case.  I  came  across  these 
reservations  the  other  day,  entering  the  Winnebago  near  Penda,  and 
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going  through  some  twenty  miles  or  more.  Almost  the  entire  dis- 
tance I  was  passing  through  large  pasture  fields  or  extended  corn- 
fields all  used  by  the  whites.  Leases  were  secured  from  these  Ind- 
ians before  the  allotments  were  really  made.  One  syndicate  has 
47,000  acres  at  least,  leased  at  from  eight  or  ten  to  twenty-five  cents. 
The  lessees  sublet  to  farmers  at  from  one  to  two  dollars  an  acre, 
making  a  very  large  sum  out  of  this  arrangement.  The  present 
agent  undertook  to  break  this  up.  The  agents  before  him  had 
favored  it.  The  present  agent  is  an  army  officer.  He  does  not 
approve  the  leases,  and  has  attempted  to  remove  the  lessees.  He 
was  estopped  by  the  district  judge  of  the  United  States  Court,  but 
has  taken  an  appeal.  The  ground  of  this  estoppel  is  that  the  Ind- 
ians are  competent  as  citizens  to  make  their  own  arrangements. 

I  went  down  across  the  Omaha  Reservation,  and  found  it  even 
worse  still,  though  they  are  getting  a  better  price  for  their  land. 
The  Winnebagoes  only  get  enough  to  enable  them  to  be  drunk  part 
of  the  time,  but  the  Omahas  get  more.  An  educated  Indian,  to 
whom  money  was  lent  to  help  build  a  house,  rents  house  and  farm, 
and  is  living  in  a  tepee  on  the  bank  of  the  river.  About  eight-tenths 
of  the  Omaha  men,  so  Dr.  La  Flesche  told  me,  are  drinking  when- 
ever they  have  an  opportunity,  and  more  than  one-half  of  the  women. 
The  condition  of  things  is  perfectly  fearful.  These  are  facts  which 
we  must  face  in  considering  the  question  of  leases. 

The  amendment  as  made  by  Senator  Dawes  has  been  amended  by 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  by  adding  the  word  "  inability,"  enlarg- 
ing its  scope.  I  have  no  question  at  all,  if  the  court  holds  that 
they  have  a  right  to  make  these  leases,  independent  of  the  govern- 
ment or  of  the  department,  that  these  white  people  will  never  leave 
these  lands.  It  is  their  policy,  I  believe,  to  debauch  these  Indians  by 
drunkenness,  and  unfit  them  for  the  occupation  of  the  land  which 
they  now  occupy  and  will  continue  to  hold. 

Whether  or  not  we  should  have  swept  these  restrictions  all  away 
in  the  beginning,  or  should  not  have  thrown  this  protection  about 
them,  is  the  question  now  raised  by  some  who  have  spoken,  and  is 
now  before  us.  But,  if  we  commit  ourselves  to  a  removal  of  these 
instructions,  let  us  at  least  insist  that  it  shall  be  so  done  that  the 
whites  shall  be  under  no  temptation  to  debauch  the  Indians.  I  do 
not  know  what  Dr.  Abbott  meant  when,  addressing  himself  to  me, 
he  said,  "  There  are  dudes  in  New  York  who  smoke  their  cigarettes 
and  live  on  the  rents  of  their  property."  We  are  not  trying  to 
Christianize  and  civilize  the  New  York  dude.  Perhaps  that  would 
be  a  more  difficult  thing  than  we  have  undertaken.  But,  if  it  became 
our  duty  to  undertake  this  work,  we  would  doubtless  seek  to  know 
how  this  creature  was  produced,  and,  if  we  found  that  his  power  to 
alienate  or  lease  his  property  was  accountable  for  him,  would  in- 
,  quire  as  to  the  advisability  of  limiting  that  power,  assuming  that  our 
guardianship  over  him  gave  us  the  authority  to  do  so. 

We  have  reached  a  crisis.  It  is  the  intention  of  men  in  the  West, 
and  their  efforts  are  being  more  and  more  felt  in  Congress  as  the 
power  of  the  West  is  becoming  greater  in  controlling  national  affairs, 
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—  it  is  the  intention  of  these  men  to  sweep  away  ail  these  limita- 
tions and  restrictions  which  the  severalty  law  put  in  the  Indian's 
power  to  alienate  his  land.  It  is  a  question  for  us  to  settle  whether 
Captain  Pratt  and  Dr.  Abbott  are  right  when  they  take  the  same 
ground  or  whether  we  are  right.  If  they  are  right,  then  let  us  seek 
to  bring  this  about  at  once,  and  in  such  ways  that  do  not  involve  the 
demoralization  of  the  Indian  as  a  mean  of  its  accomplishment.  In 
some  straightforward  and  legal  way,  as  if  by  intention,  and  in  such 
way  as  to  secure  his  intelligent  consent  to  what  is  done  and  with  a 
full  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  he  is  making  a  final  disposal  of  what 
he  ow^ns,  let  it  be  done,  and  not  by  indirection  and  debauchery. 

But  if  we  are  not  ready  to  accept  this  view ;  if  we  believe  that, 
having  stolen  a  child  from  its  home  and  our  conscience  awakes  us 
to  the  fact  that  we  are  doing  wrong,  we  ought  not  to  drop  it  at  once 
into  the  river  we  are  crossing,  but  must  take  him  ashore  and  make 
provision  for  his  care, —  then  we  need  to  awake  to  the  danger  which 
now  threatens  these  children  of  our  care  ;  for  children  most  of  them 
are  as  yet,  so  far  as  ability  to  cope  with  the  white  man  for  land  is 
concerned. 

If  it  is  our  purpose  to  defend  the  integrity  of  the  Dawes  Severalty 
Bill,  and  insist  that  it  shall  be  carried  out  in  its  intent  and  spirit,  we 
need  to  know  that  these  are  dangerouslv  assailed  and  largely  nulli- 
fied. 

Mr.  John  B.  Garrett  was  invited  to  speak  on  the  Indians  of  the 
Indian  Territory. 

Mr.  Garrett. —  The  dinner  bell  yesterday  cut  short  the  intensely 
interesting  recital  of  facts  which  Senator  Dawes  was  giving  us  with 
reference  to  the  condition  at  present  in  the  Indian  Territory.  The 
impression  left  on  the  minds  of  the  Business  Committee  evidently  was 
that  the  subject  was  one  of  too  momentous  importance  to  be  dropped 
in  that  imperfect  way.      Hence  I  have  been  asked  to  say  a  word. 

My  own  interest  in  the  Indians  of  the  Indian  Territory  began  as 
long  ago  as  1865,  when  I  was  asked  to  accompany  a  venerable  friend 
of  the  Indian  who  will  be  remembered  here  with  honor  —  the  late 
Thomas  Wistar  —  to  a  conference  with  the  representatives  of  the  Ind- 
ians of  the  South-west,  embracing  a  population  of  about  seventy-five 
thousand,  then  estimated  to  be  about  a  fourth  of  the  whole  Indian 
population  of  our  country.  There  were  several  hundred  chiefs  pres- 
ent at  the  time,  and  the  purpose  of  the  conference  was  to  make 
treaties  of  peace  with  those  Indians  who  had  been  associated  with 
the  Southerners  in  the  conflict  which  had  just  closed  against  the 
United  States. 

Shortly  after  that  I  held  a  commission  from  President  Johnson, 
with  others,  for  the  location  of  the  Osages  in  the  Indian  Territory ; 
and  at  the  time  President  Grant  called  upon  the  religious  societies  to 
assist  him  in  the  work  of  Christian  civilization  of  the  Indians  I  nat- 
urally enlisted  in  it.  My  interest  then  was  again  centred  in  the 
Indian    Territor}^   for   the  reason    that  President   Grant  and  those 


Digitized  by 


Google 


89 

under  him  allotted  to  the  Society  of  Friends  the  Indians  of  the  Central 
Superintendency  as  those  who  should  come  under  our  care,  so  that 
from  my  first  acquaintance  with  Indians  it  has  been  with  those  of 
the  Indian  Territory. 

We  listened  with  great  interest  to  the  intensely  sad  recital  of  pres- 
ent conditions  which  Senator  Dawes  has  witnessed,  and  which,  he 
gives  his  testimony  to  us,  are  now  threatening  the  very  peace  and 
social  welfare  of  our  country.  He  gives  us  to  understand  that  there 
is  a  lack  of  justice  in  the  relations  of  the  government  and  the  people, 
that  immorality  prevails  and  outlawry  exists.  There  are  about  fifty 
thousand  Indians  to  three  hundred  thousand  whites,  or  those  not 
rated  as  Indians.  This  embraces  a  very  mixed  population  of  native 
Americans,  Negroes,  and  Europeans,  engaged  in  the  work  of  rail- 
roads and  mining.  I  should  probably  take  issue  with  him,  if  I  dared 
to  do  so  with  so  eminent  a  student  of  our  political  institutions,  upon 
one  or  two  points.  One  would  be  as  to  the  right  of  the  United 
States  to  have  sent  recently  into  the  Territory  its  forces  to  drive  out 
and  to  assist  the  owners  of  the  mines  in  subduing  the  strikers.  I 
will  not  discuss  the  subject  of  strikes,  but  the  question  of  the  govern- 
ment's right  to  enter  the  Territory  for  arresting  a  strike.  During  my 
tenure  of  the  position  of  secretary  of  the  Associated  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  Friends  on  Indian  Affairs,  it  became  my  frequent  duty  to 
go  to  Washington.  On  one  occasion  the  superintendent  of  the  Cen- 
tral Superintendency  summoned  myself  and  others  there  because  he 
was  ver)'  seriously  embarrassed  by  the  encroachments  upon  the  Ter- 
ritory of  white  men  from  Kansas  and  other  States.  As  a  Friend,  he 
did  not  feel  that  he  could  consistently  call  upon  the  army  of  the 
United  States  to  assist  him  ;  but  he  did  not  know  how  to  get  rid  of 
these  trespassers.  We  accompanied  him  to  the  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Affairs,  then  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior.  Still  we  were 
unable  to  solve  the  question  which  seemed  to  threaten  the  very- 
existence  of  the  work  we  had  at  heart.  From  the  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior we  were  taken  to  the  President  and  his  cabinet.  The  question 
was  then  and  there  submitted ;  and  instantly  President  Grant,  with 
that  incisiveness  for  which  he  was  conspicuous,  cut  the  knot  by  say- 
ing to  his  Secretary  of  War,  **  Send  out  an  order  that  the  army  shall 
at  once  expel  from  the  Indian  Territory  every  one  who  does  not  hold 
a  permit  to  be  there,  signed  by  Superintendent  Hoag."  So  the 
superintendent,  feeling  that  he  himself  was  restrained  from  calling 
on  the  army  of  the  United  States,  had  practically  the  whole  power  of 
the  United  States  government  placed  in  his  hands  by  the  simple 
word  of  the  President  that  no  one  was  allowed  to  remain  there  who 
did  not  have  the  permit  of  that  Friend. 

I  take  it  that  the  government  at  Washington,  in  sending  its  army, 
or  a  branch  of  it,  into  the  Indian  Territory  recently,  did  exactly  what 
President  Grant  did  at  that  time.  The  army  was  sent  there  to  expel 
from  the  limits  of  the  Indian  Territory  every  one  not  an  Indian  not 
holding  a  proper  permit  to  remain  there.  If  I  understand  it,  only 
those  are  entitled  to  remain  who  are  either  married  into  the  tribes  or 
are  lessees  of  Indian  land,  or  who  are  employed  by  such  lessees. 
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The  300,000  white  people  who  have  come  in  have  come  in  under 
circumstances  which  have  made  it  impossible  to  exclude  them. 
There  are  to-day,  crossing  the  Territory,  no  less  thnn  four  main  lines 
of  railroad.  Mines  have  been  opened  under  leases  from  the  Ind- 
ians, confirmed  by  act  of  Congre.ss.  •••'  ^  ' 

Under  the  conditions  that  exist,  so  different  from  those  under 
which  the  treaties  were  made  with  these  Indians  sixty  years  ago,  I 
would  like  to  submit  to  the  Conference  this  question,  whether  the 
mutual  breach  of  covenants,  as  well  as  the  change  of  circumstances, 
has  not  so  far  relieved  the  United  States  that  it  can  deal  with  this 
question  tic  noro^  and  not  on  the  basis  of  the  treaties  made  sixty  years 
ago.  I  trust  that  the  JJusiness  Conunittee,  in  formulating  its  judg- 
ment, will  be  able  to  give  some  utterance  which  shall  be  a  guide  to 
the  popular  thought  of  the  coming  year. 

Rev.  A.  K.  Dunning,  the  editor  of  the  Cofh^^rrt^dfii^fid/isf,  was  intro- 
duced. 

Dr.  DrNMNd. —  I  have  visited  many  of  the  reservations  and  some 
of  the  schools.  I  have  seen  that  there  are  three  classes  of  white 
people  in  their  relations  to  the  Indians:  first,  those  who  regard  the 
Indian  as  man  and  brother :  second,  the  government  officials,  who 
regard  them  as  wards ;  third,  their  neighbors,  who  regard  them  as 
things  to  speculate  with.  Some  of  these  neighbors  would  exter- 
minate them  as  they  would  exterminate  wild  beasts  and  rattlesnakes. 
I  remember,  on  one  occasion,  a  number  of  Indian  scalps  being  dis- 
played to  me,  as  one  would  display  buffalo  heads  or  the  tails  of 
rattlesnakes.  I  do  not  know  that  even  religion  has  done  anything 
for  Indians  that  white  men  have  not  speculated  with.  When  Mr. 
Moody's  school  for  Indian  girls  was  opened,  I  was  in  the  Indian 
Territory.  Some  of  the  white  people  said  it  was  a  satisfaction  that 
Mr.  Moody  was  doing  that  work,  because  many  of  the  ambitious 
young  white  men  were  marrying  to  get  '*  head  rights''  in  the  Terri- 
tory, and  they  were  glad  to  have  the  Indian  girls  whom  they  married 
have  a  little  more  education.  The  c<»nditions  described  by  Senator 
Dawes  are  matters  of  public  notoriety,  yet  most  people  appear  to  be 
ignorant  of  them.  Nine  years  ago  I  spent  some  time  in  the  Indian 
Territory,  and  I  think  that  the  conditions  were  then  very  much  as 
now.  There  were  no  laws  executed  by  the  United  States.  Law  was 
bought  and  sold  then  as  nf)w.  I  do  not  quite  like  the  figure  that 
I'rofessor  Painter  has  used,  of  carrying  the  baby.  The  river  is  an 
ocean  without  a  shore.  We  shall  have  to  drop  him  some  time,  or 
carry  him  always  in  the  water.  It  would  be  presumption  in  me  to 
differ  with  the  general  sentiment ;  but  I  do  feel  that  the  time  must 
come  when  the  Indian  must  be  treated  as  a  man,  and  when  we  must 
expect  to  make  him  a  citizen  here  and  now,  and  that  this  process 
cannot  be  gone  through  without  suffering,  perhaps  very  much  suffer- 
ing. I  felt  a  sentiment  of  gratitude  when  our  most  tender-hearted, 
Christian  General  Howard  said  that  some  would  get  sick  and  some 
would  die,  but  that  they  would  come  out  all  right,  after  all.     That  is 
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the  philosophy  we  must  face.  There  will  be  pathetic  instances. 
There  are  always  pathetic  cases  arising  from  the  enforcement  of  just 
laws.  I  saw  the  daughter  of  the  old  chief  Seattle  begging  from 
door  to  door,  yet  her  father  once  thought  he  owned  all  that  vast 
region.  I  saw  other  Indian  women  in  the  North-west  who  had 
married  white  men,  and,  when  the  severalty  laws  came,  they  made 
their  children  legitimate  and  their  wives  comfortable.  How  is  it 
possible  that  you  can  give  an  Indian  property,  and  not  give  him 
power  to  lease  what  is  his  own  ?  How  is  it  possible  that  we  can 
make  him  a  child  for  generations,  and  expect  him  to  continue  in  that 
childhood,  and  yet  grow  into  manhood  ?  I  do  not  like  to  differ  with 
Senator  Dawes ;  but,  while  we  must  admit  that  the  legislation  which 
gives  the  power  to  lease  the  Indian's  land  is  often  prompted  by 
greed,  I  should  like  to  see  our  national  legislature  give  to  these 
Indians  in  the  Indian  Territory  the  power  to  sell  their  land  or  lease 
it,  exactly  as  the  white  men  do  with  their  property.  They  have  long 
been  civilized ;  and  I  doubt  if  we  shall  get  to  a  solution  of  the  prob- 
lem until  we  put  them  on  this  footing,  and  say,  "  You  are  citizens  of 
this  United  States  government,  and  you  have  got  to  face  the  perils 
that  other  men  face."  I  am  afraid  that  there  is  too  much  pater- 
nalism in  treating  the  Indian  problem. 

The  Indian  is  going  to  be  helped  by  those  who  live  nearest  to  him 
or  by  those  to  whom  he  is  to  be  sent  to  live  near.  Is  it  not  possible 
for  Indian  associations  to  awaken  a  public  sentiment  in  the  imme- 
diate neighborhood  of  the  reservations  which  still  exist,  but  which 
should  be  broken  up  as  soon  as  possible  ?  Since  the  West  was  first 
settled,  a  very  ditTcrent  class  of  men  and  women  have  come  in  from 
the  early  settlers.  Very  many  Western  people  have  gone  there,  who 
are  not  tempted  to  defraud  these  Indians.  Is  it  not  possible  to 
create  a  public  sentiment  there  that  will  befriend  these  Indian 
neighbors?  Is  not  that  the  right  Christianity?  Then,  while  we 
fight  for  them,  we  must  teach  them  to  fight  for  themselves.  Some 
will  go  under,  but  there  is  a  great  difference  between  Indians.  I 
have  seen  the  Digger  Indian,  who  is  only  an  animal ;  and  I  have 
seen  among  the  Creeks  and  Cherokees  elements  of  manhood  as  fine 
as  any  I  have  ever  seen. 

I  do  not  believe  the  Indian  ever  owned  this  country.  He  was  a 
tramp  in  it,  without  a  title.  I  do  not  believe  we  ought  ever  to  have 
made  treaties  with  them,  any  more  than  with  any  local  communities. 

Mr.  ArsTix  Aiirott. —  It  appears  from  Captain  Pratt's  remarks 
that  there  is,  in  his  view,  a  little  account  between  him  and  me 
remaining  unsettled  from  last  year.  I  thought  that  account  was 
balanced.  Last  year,  after  his  address  on  the  importance  of  not 
allowing  the  Indian  youth,  after  education,  to  go  back  to  the  reserva- 
tion, I  said  that  I  understood  him  to  say  this  was  the  only  way  to 
save  them.  When  he  disavowed  having  said  it  was  the  only  way,  1 
made  what  I  thought  was,  under  the  circumstances,  a  very  hand- 
some apology  by  acknowledging  that  I  should  have  said  that  his 
words  had  made  the  impression  on  my  mind  that  he  thought  it  was 
the  only  way.     That's  about  as  near  as  you  can  expect  a  lawyer  to 
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get  it.     A  lawyer  is  not  so  accustomed  to  hit  the  bull's-eye  as  a 
captain. 

Now,  to  balance  this  account,  I  will  not  venture  to  impute  any 
opinion  whatever  to  him.  All  I  have  to  say,  after  listening  to  his 
very  impressive  address  this  morning,  is  that  I  believe  he  has  more 
than  half  convinced  you  that  it  is  the  only  way.  I  will  leave  it  to 
you  if  he  has  not  done  so.  This  is  a  kind  of  compulsory  arbitration 
to  settle  the  account  between  Captain  Pratt  and  myself. 


LAW  FOR   THE   INDIAN. 

BY    AUSTIN    ABBOIT,    LL.D. 

Are  we  not  dealing  too  much  in  generalities.^  Two  travellers 
might  come  to  the  United  States,  and  afterwards  one  who  spent  a 
winter  in  Maine  might  say,  *'What  the  poor  in  America  want  is 
snow-shoes  and  blankets."  And  the  other,  who  spent  a  summer  in 
New  Orleans,  might,  with  equal  truth,  say,  "What  they  want  in 
America  is  sun-shades  and  mosquito-nets."  We  have  similar  ideas 
of  this  great  problem.  There  are  radical  differences  between  tribes 
and  between  reservations.  I  am  satisfied  that,  in  respect  to  some 
tribes  and  reservations,  this  method  is  the  only  way.  With  some 
Indians,  at  least,  after  they  have  been  brought  from  the  reser\ation 
and  educated  in  civilized  life,  the  method  is  not  to  send  them  back, 
but  to  tell  them  to  go  wherever  they  can  find  work.  Let  them  be  put 
into  the  currents  of  life  to  swim  with  the  rest  of  us. 

Generalities  are  useful,  as  they  lead  us  to  something  specific. 
The  differences  of  opinion  that  we  have  developed  here  appear  to 
me  partly  owing  to  the  fact  that  we  have  not  considered  any  specific 
question.  If  we  did,  we  should  find  that  these  differences  of  opinion 
developed  by  discussing  generalities  would  largely  disappear. 

Let  us  consider  some  specific  questions ;  and  perhaps  we  may 
agree  on  one  or  more,  and  may  take  some  steps  for  their  advance- 
ment. 

Last  year  at  the  American  Bar  Association,  the  subject  of  legis- 
lation for  the  Indian  was  fully  discussed  and  a  proposal  made  for  an 
extension  of  jurisdiction  of  the  courts  was  approved.  A  resolution 
to  that  effect  was  passed. 

There  are  several  difficulties  in  the  way  of  advance  out  of  the 
present  situation.  A  man  once  fell  into  a  well  in  the  night.  As 
he  went  down,  he  clutched  at  the  air,  and  he  caught  on  the  bucket. 
There  he  hung  by  his  hands  till  daylight,  half  dead  with  exhaustion 
and  fear  lest  he  should  fall  into  the  water.  W^hen  daylight  came,  he 
was  able  to  see  that  there  was  no  water  in  the  well,  and  his  toes 
were  within  three  inches  of  the  bottom. 

Now,  the  Indian  problem  is  clutching  on  the  edge  of  the  bucket  of 
the  reservation;  and  the  bottom  of  the  well  is  dry.  You  are  not 
going  to    "  drop  the  baby  into  the  river."     There  must  sooner  or 
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later  be  a  uniform  law  for  colored  and  white  and  Indian,  and  all, 
in  a  free  country.  This  is  the  solid  bottom.  We  could  not  say  that 
ten  or  fifteen  years  ago,  for  the  only  protection  of  the  Indians  then 
was  the  fact  that  they  were  wards  of  the  nation.  We  get  beyond 
that  now  as  fast  as  they  become  civilized. 

One  of  the  specific  difficulties  is  that  the  courts  administrating 
the  law  are  all  at  sea.  They  do  not  agree  on  what  the  law  is.  One 
judge  has  held  that  in  the  Indian  Territory  the  common  law  is  to  be  the 
rule  of  decision.  Another  judge  has  held  the  opposite,  saying  that, 
because  these  are  not  Englishmen  nor  the  descendants  of  Englishmen, 
we  cannot  presume  that  the  common  law  is  to  apply  among  them. 
The  profession  are  in  doubt  as  to  what  is  the  law.  But  they  are  all 
agreed  that  a  different  system  is  to  be  applied  to  the  Indian  from 
what  is  applied  to  the  white  man.  This  is  the  fundamental  griev- 
ance and  the  logical  cause  of  endless  difficulty. 

Let  me  give  you  one  instance  to  show  how  the  efforts  of  educa- 
tion, religious  instruction,  and  moral  training  can  be  nullified  by  the 
results  of  this  confusion  of  laws.  During  the  last  year  or  two  an 
Indian  man  and  woman  were  indicted  for  adultery.  On  the  trial  the 
guilty  act  was  proved.  But  it  appeared  that  the  woman  was  a  half- 
breed  and  by  the  law  was  not  an  Indian.  She  was  convicted.  It 
appeared  that  the  man  was  a  full-blooded  Indian.  There  was  not 
the  same  law  for  the  two.  There  was  no  law  to  punish  the  Indian, 
and  he  was  acquitted.  Now,  a  single  declaration  by  a  court  of  Amer- 
ican justice  in  the  Indian  country,  that  the  Indian  man  may  com- 
mit such  offences  with  impunity,  may  annul  the  moral  instruction 
that  missionaries  can  give  in  years.  There  is  no  value  in  law  if 
it  has  not  a  fair  degree  of  uniformity.  The  difficulty  is  that  we 
are  dealing  with  class  legislation,  and  are  clinging  to  it  to  the  last  in- 
stead of  getting  rid  of  it  as  fast  as  we  can. 

Now  there  are  local  antipathies  to  meet,  and  the  greed  of  white 
settlers  and  speculators.  These  aggravate  the  difficulties  of  the  situ- 
ation. Under  these  circumstances  the  first  inquiry  as  to  any  ele- 
ment in  the  welfare  of  the  Indian  is,  What  is  the  law  for  white 
people  on  this  subject  in  that  place  ?  The  second  is.  Why  will  not 
that  law  do  for  Indians?  If  there  is  any  good  reason  why  it  will 
not,  then  what  is  the  least  that  we  can  add  to  make  it  do  for  Ind- 
ians ?  But  to  ask  legislation  to  give  them  more  privileges  and  put 
more  safeguards  around  them  is  to  make  them  a  privileged  class, — to 
set  them  up  for  a  mark  for  their  pillaging  neighbors.  You  can  give 
any  one  peculiar  privileges  by  law,  but  they  will  be  surrounded  by  vult- 
ures at  once.  This  is  a  country  of  uniformity  of  law  and  equality 
before  the  law.  If  you  give  the  Indian  his  land,  and  say,  **  You  are 
not  obliged  to  work  out  your  highway  taxes,"  he  can  sit  on  the 
fence,  and  see  the  white  man  work.  He  becomes  in  their  thoughts 
a  fair  prey.  I  do  not  say  that  men  ought  to  think  so,  nor  that  fair- 
minded  men  can  think  so ;  but,  as  men  go,  it  is  the  logical  result. 
They  take  it  out  of  the  Indian  in  that  way. 

How  far  will  the  present  law  for  the  white  man  serve  to  settle 
some  of  these  questions  under  discussion?     In  the  State  of  New 
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York  there  are  probably  a  million  white  people  who  cannot  convey 
their  real  property  if  they  have  any.  I  think  1  may  say  there  are 
nearly  a  hundred  thousand  minors  who  have  real  property  interests, 
and  who  are  incapable  of  conveying.  'I'here  are  lunatics  incapable 
of  conveying.  There  are  men  who  are  habitual  drunkards  or  who 
are  spendthrifts,  or  who  have  on  some  ground  been  interdicted  by 
the  courts,  and  are  under  guardianship,  which  prevents  them  from 
getting  rid  of  their  property.  What  is  the  white  man's  law  in  these 
cases?  If  it  is  found  that  it  is  for  the  interest  of  any  one  of  these 
children  or  incapables  to  have  his  land  conveyed,  he  must  present  a 
petition  to  a  court  of  justice  ;  and  the  court  causes  an  inquiry  to  be 
made  into  the  particular  case  to  see  what  the  situation  of  the  infant 
is,  what  the  land  is,  and  whether  it  should  be  sold  or  leased,  how 
much  of  the  proceeds  shall  be  devoted  to  education,  and  how  much 
invested.     Why  is  not  that  good  enough  law  for  Indians? 

(^UKSTiON. —  Would  you  include  all  Indians? 

Mr.  AniJOTT.  -  As  fast  as  they  become  citizens  and  hold  land 
under  a  protected  title,  so  that  they  are  interdicted  from  convey- 
ing. 

I  would  suggest  this  resolution  :  — 

A'l'so/c'i't/.  That  tlic  alienatidii  i)y  sale  or  otiicrwise  of  lands  held  in  severalty  by 
Tndiajis  should  be  re*;iilated  and  ;^o\Ltned  as  far  a^  practicable  by  the  same  rules 
and  principles  that  are  apj)licable  to  the  alienation  of  lands  held  by  whites  under 
age.  and  not  otherwise. 

As  to  what  court  it  shall  be,  that  is  a  (juestion  that  can  be  de- 
cided afterwards.  White  man's  law  is  good  enough  for  Indians  on 
this  subject.  As  to  the  cjuestion  of  how  it  shall  be  worked  out,  I 
would  otter  the  following  resolutions:  — 

A'c'S(>'7t'{L  That  a  conimiltee  of  fixe  be  ajij^ointrd  by  the  chair  to  consider  and 
rei)orl  what  legislation  is  necessary  to  effectuate  the  fore.i^nini^  resolution. 

A\u>/7;;f\  Thai  said  conunittee  shall  .ascertain  what  rule^  and  regulati»)ns,  if  any. 
have  been  .ulopled  by  the  .Secretary  of  the  Interior,  under  and  pursuant  to  the 
authority  conferred  on  him  uiuler  the  recent  act  of  Congress  in  reference  to 
selling  and  leasing  Indian  lands  with  power  to  recommend  to  him  such  revision, 
alterati(jns,  or  adtlition.^  as  said  committee  niay  deem  advisable. 

Why  should  an  Indian  not  work  out  the  road  tax  that  is  to  give 
access  to  his  lands  ?  If  he  refuses  to  do  it.  his  land  woidd  have  to 
be  sold  for  him. 

(^>rKsri<)x.  Would  not  that  sweep  away  a  great  deal  of  the  land 
into  the  hands  of  white  i)eople  ? 

Mr.  Ar.noiT.-- We  are  told  here  that  three-quarters  of  the  Indians 
are  already  supporting  themselves :  and,  if  the  land  of  the  other 
quarter  could  not  be  swept  away  except  by  a  judicial  investigation 
brought  about  by  means  of  a  lawful  process  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Indian  himself  upon  precisely  the  same  principles  that  a  white 
child's  property  may  be  swept  away,  as  you  call  it,  we  should  have  a 
tolerable  result  instead  of  the  result  which  is  now  highly  objection- 
able. The  Indians  have  land ;  and  they  ought  to  do  their  share,  so 
far  as  it  is  possible,  to  pay  their  taxes  in  work.     If  it  is  a  child  or 
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an  aged  woman,  all  she  has  to  do  is  to  petition  the  judge  to  lease 
enough  of  her  land  to  pay  the  taxes.  And,  if  there  is  now  and  then 
a  case  which  we  cannot  solve,  it  is  one  of  the  cases  which  are  liable 
to  occur  to  all  men  when  they  have  no  money  to  pay  their  taxes  or 
to  carry  tl!e  property  they  ow-n. 

There  is  another  class  of  taxes  laid  by  the  vote  of  the  town  or 
district,  the  school  tax.  1  am  of  course  not  familiar  with  the  details 
of  different  tax  systems  in  the  States  where  these  questions  may 
arise.  If  it  is  like  those  in  this  State  in  the  rural  district  where  1 
have  my  summer  home,  it  is  as  follows.  My  neighbors  assemble  in 
a  little  village,  and  vote  how  much  they  will  raise  for  the  school ;  and 
my  land  is  taxed  for  my  share.  They  know  the  value  of  it.  If  I 
should  be  exempt,  they  would  feel  a  hostility  to  me.  If  1  were 
exempt  because  of  being  an  Indian,  they  would  feel  a  double  hostil- 
ity to  me.  To  the  instinctive  repugnance  for  an  Indian  would  be 
added  the  antipathy  for  one  who  does  not  bear  his  share  of  the 
common  burdens. 

These  neighborhood  taxes  are  matters  of  common  knowledge  and 
common  talk.  The  chief  friction  and  hostility  against  the  Indians 
are  because  they  are  exempt  from  the  common  burdens  of  the  neigh- 
borhood that  every  one  has  to  bear.  Town  and  district  taxes  ought 
to  be  paid  by  the  government  having  funds  derived  from  the  sales 
of  the  Indian  lands. 

The  State  tax  is  further  away.  The  town  people  have  nothing  to 
do  with  that.  They  do  not  assess  that.  Coimty  supervisors  of  the 
State  officers  make  it  up.  If  any  exemption  is  allowed,  it  ou^ht  not 
to  extend  to  taxes  laid  by  the  men  of  the  vicinage  on  themselves. 
Correcting  this  inequality  would  remove  a  considerable  part  of  the 
trouble.  I  would  suggest  the  question  whether  it  is  not  practicable 
that  the  United  States  should  pay  all  taxes  that  are  not  worked  out, 
or  that  are  not  neighborhood  taxes,  out  of  the  funds  of  the  Indians 
held  in  trust  by  the  government.  The  whiles  then  would  feel  that 
justice  is  done.  The  Indian  tax  would  be  paid.  That  which  is 
paid  by  labor  he  would  pay  himself.  That  which  is  paid  by  money 
would  be  paid  by  his  money,  although  by  the  hand  of  the  United 
States;  and  this  class  j^rivilegc  of  the  Indians  would  be  ended.  And 
I  cannot  resist  the  conviction  that  they  would  piize  education  better 
if  they  had  to  pay  their  share  of  the  school  taxes. 

Now,  what  I  have  said  is  as  though  the  field  were  one.  But  there 
are  reservations  as  big  as  a  State  and  some  only  as  big  as  a  town. 
I  do  not  know  of  anything  which  would  be  such  a  help  as  it  would 
be  to  bring  together  all  the  contiicting  legislation,  to  collect  the 
various  acts  of  Congress  and  laws  which  are  now  actually  in  force 
and  obligatory,  and  arrange  them  systematically.  The  courts  are 
going  as  fast  as  we  can  reasonably  expect  in  the  present  condition 
of  the  statutes.  I'his  collation  of  statutes  would  facilitate  their 
work.     To  that  end  I  would  suggest  the  following  resolutions  :  — 

Kt'solv€({^  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  to  be  appointed  by  the  chair  to 
inquire  whether  any  adequate  official  compilation  of  the  laws  and  decisions  effect- 
ing Indians  exists,  suitable  to  aid  the  duties  of  judges,  attorneys,  commissioners, 
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and  Indian  agents,  and  to  report  whether  anything  further  would  be  useful  to  that 
purpose. 

Resolved^  That  the  same  committee  be  requested  to  arrange  for  the  preparation 
of  a  short  Code  of  Laws  for  Alaska  or  to  report  on  the  expediency  and  the 
method  of  procuring  such  a  code. 

Prof.  Painter. —  After  a  denial  by  Dr.  Dunning  that  there  is  a 
child  in  the  case,  and  by  both  Dr.  Dunning  and  Mr.  Abbott  that 
there  is  any  water  either  in  the  stream  or  in  the  well,  I  am  glad 
Mr.  Abbott  rescues  him  from  his  peril,  carries  him  into  court,  and 
asks  the  judge  to  appoint  a  guardian  over  him.  This  is  exactly  what 
I  desire;  and  Mr.  Abbott's  suggestion  is,  I  believe,  the  wisest 
solution  of  this  difficulty  that  can  be  made.  I  think  it  infinitely 
better  that  a  United  States  court  should  appoint  this  guardian, 
should  decide  when,  and  upon  what  terms,  and  in  view  of  what  facts, 
the  allottee  should  be  allowed  to  alienate,  temporarily  or  per- 
manently, his  land,  than  that  it  should  be  done  by  a  general  law  of 
Congress,  to  be  interpreted  by  the  Indian  Office  under  solicitations 
from  the  parties  desirous  of  obtaining  his  land,  supported,  as  they 
generally  are,  by  political  influence. 

Undoubtedly  there  are  cases  in  which  it  would  be  wise  to  allow 
the  allottee  to  lease  and  even  to  sell  his  land.  These  should  be  ex- 
amined and  decided  by  an  impartial  court,  and  not  by  parties 
interested  either  pecuniarily  or  politically. 

In  regard  to  taxing  these  lands,  I  have  always  deemed  it  unjust, 
on  the  one  hand,  that  they  should  be  exempted,  and  unsafe,  on  the 
other,  that  they  should  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  tax  collector.  The 
taxes  should  be  paid  either  from  the  funds  of  the  Indians  or  from 
the  treasury'  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  Mr.  Austin  Abbott  was  added  to  the  Business  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Israel  Hill,  an  Indian  formerly  at  Hampton,,  was  introduced. 

Mr.  Hill. — You  white  folks  have  been  talking  about  carrying  us, 
like  a  baby,  across  a  river.  There  is  no  water  in  the  river.  It  has 
all  sunk  down  into  the  ground.  There  is  no  danger  of  our  being 
drowned.  We  do  not  expect  nor  want  to  be  carried  always.  We 
are  expecting  to  help  ourselves,  and  we  will  help  ourselves,  as  soon 
as  we  know  how  to  do  it.  I  am  willing  to  stand  on  my  feet  under 
United  States  laws.  A  great  many  of  us  are  thinking  and  planning 
what  is  the  best  thing  for  us  to  do.  I  have  heard  a  great  many 
times  about  wages  and  work.  I  have  been  among  the  whites  every 
vacation  since  I  was  in  Hampton,  and  everywhere  I  have  worked  I 
have  always  done  more  work  than  any  white  man  I  was  working 
with.  I  have  said,  if  they  could  stand  it  to  get  up  and  work  at  three 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  quit  at  ten  o'clock  at  night,  I  could 
stand  it  with  them.  Therefore,  they  have  given  me  as  much  wages, 
and  sometimes  more.  When  we  all  have  an  opportunity  to  go  to 
school  and  learn  more,  then  we  shall  be  able  to  stand  up  and  help 
ourselves. 
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It  was  announced  that  the  remainder  of  the  session  would  be  a 
free  parliament.  The  following  are  abstracts  of  the  remarks 
made :  — 

Hon.  William  H.  Arnoux. —  Some  time  ago  I  had  occasion  to 
study,  in  a  professional  way,  the  documents  connected  with  the 
Dutch  occupation  of  New  York.  I  came  across  one  paper,  written 
about  1640;  which  to  my  mind  was  the  most  pathetic  paper  that  I 
ever  read.  It  was  a  protest  of  the  Indians,  addressed  to  the  Dutch 
government,  against  the  murders  and  massacres  and  robberies  which 
they  had  sustained.  The  address  began  by  saying,  "When  you 
came  first  into  our  midst,  we  gave  you  our  corn  for  your  food,  our 
daughters  for  your  wives ;  and  how  have  you  requited  us  .^  " 

You  have  heard  testimony  here  of  the  honesty  of  the  unspoiled 
Indian.  When  Fremont  went  west  across  the  mountains,  whenever 
he  reached  natives  who  had  not  been  contaminated  by  our  civiliza- 
tion, he  found  them  always  honest.  On  one  occasion  he  broke  camp, 
and  travelled  a  day.  At  the  end  of  the  day  an  Indian  overtook  him 
and  brought  to  him,  at  the  foot  of  Pike's  Peak,  some  things  that  had 
been  left  behind  in  his  camp.  They  were  not  only  honest,  but  they 
were  endeavoring  to  do  that  which  was  right.  They  wished  to  re- 
store to  the  white  man  that  which  they  supposed  to  be  his  lost 
property. 

God  has  been  long-suffering  with  our  people  in  deferring  the  pun- 
ishment that  should  await  us  for  our  iniquity.  But  we  have  seen 
that  the  work  of  this  Conference  is  rousing  the  people,  and  awaken- 
ing their  indifference,  and  enlisting  activities  that  will  bring  happiness 
and  justice  to  the  American  Indian. 

Gen.  John  Eaton. —  Alaska  is  so  enormous,  extending  as  it 
does  thousands  of  miles,  that  there  are  various  conditions  in  dif- 
ferent districts  which  must  be  met  in  shaping  the  Indian  policy. 
Fortunately,  the  Indian  policy  of  the  United  States  was  not  extended 
to  Alaska ;  and,  though  there  is  danger  of  starvation,  there  are  no 
rations  to  be  issued.  With  the  use  of  improved  arms  and  improved 
tackle  for  fishing,  the  people  of  Alaska  have  not  had  the  wisdom  to 
delay  killing  their  game.  They  have  destroyed  their  game,  and  star- 
vation has  overtaken  whole  villages.  Sheldon  Jackson,  who  was 
directed  by  Dr.  Harris  to  study  the  question  in  Alaska,  saw  that 
there  were  similar  conditions  in  Siberia  and  Northern  Europe,  where 
the  people  easily  maintained  themselves.  The  solution  of  the  dif- 
ficulty in  Alaska  was  to  bring  reindeer  there.  It  was  said  that  the 
reindeer  could  not  be  purchased.  Then  it  was  said  they  could  not 
be  brought  by  ship,  they  would  not  survive.  Both  were  done.  The 
first  arrivals  were  placed  on  an  island.  The  next  year  they  were 
found  in  good  condition.  More  money  was  expended,  and  finally 
the  government  came  to  make  some  small  appropriations  for  this 
work.  It  was  found  that  the  people  could  be  taught  to  be  self-sup- 
porting citizens,  but  the  means  provided  were  not  adequate.  There 
is  a  system  of  experimentation  in  the  interest  of  agriculture  and 
mechanics,  under  the   Bureau  of  Education,  going  on  in  different 
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States  and  Territories.  Dr.  Jackson  and  Commissioner  Harris  asked 
that  that  provision  be  made  for  the  benefit  of  Alaska.  Dr.  Jackson 
has  secured  people  from  Lapland  experienced  in  herding  reindeer, — 
Christian  people.  These  herders  and  their  families  together,  chil- 
dren and  all  amounting  to  seventeen,  have  been  brought  to  Alaska, 
with  their  dogs  and  implements,  where  they  are  to  train  the  natives 
in  rearing  reindeer.  These  reindeer  will  not  only  be  a  benefit  to  the 
population  in  the  way  of  food  and  utensils,  but  for  transporting  the 
mails,  so  in  this  way  they  will  be  of  direct  benefit  to  the  United 
States  government. 

Mrs.  Risk. —  Has  there  been  any  addition  to  the  herd  this  year  ? 

Gen.  Eaton. —  Yes,  there  were  additions  last  year  and  this 
year ;  and  Dr.  Jackson  went  out  this  year  with  an  expedition  to  buy 
still  more  reindeers  to  increase  the  herd.  He  has  also  made  the 
proposal  to  the  missionary  societies  that  he  will  furnish  them  rein- 
deer if  they  will  take  a  trained  herder  and  cultivate  their  herds. 
The  object  is  to  disseminate  this  new  means  of  support.  Every  in- 
dividual will  then  become  an  owner.  Every  family  will  have  in  its 
possession  reindeer  for  all  its  uses. 

Rev.  C.  J.  Ryder,  D.D. —  I  feel  that  I  have  a  message  to  tell  you 
in  this  Conference  of  the  immediate  and  of  the  prospective  results 
of  splendid  victory.  I  went  over  the  Indian  nation  first  some 
eight  or  nine  years  ago,  and  I  saw  an  Indian  so  peculiarly  dressed 
that  I  would  like  to  put  him  before  you  to-night.  He  had  on  buck- 
skin moccasins,  all  beaded  and  ornamented ;  on  his  legs,  buckskin 
breeches ;  round  his  tall,  straight  figure,  a  black  Prince  Albert  coat. 
It  looked  like  a  minister's  coat, —  it  was  sort  of  shiny  up  the  seams, 
as  ministers'  coats  will  get,  to  my  great  regret.  On  his  head  was  a 
Derby  hat,  with  four  holes  in  it.  Out  of  one  of  these  holes  came 
eagle  feathers  that  danced  over  his  head  as  he  walked  down  the 
street.  I  said  to  myself  as  I  saw  him :  ''That  is  what  we  have  done 
for  the  Indian.  We  have  put  around  him  the  faded  garments  of  our 
cast-off  civilization,  and  left  his  heart  as  mad  and  savage  as  when 
our  forefathers  landed."  General  Howard  touched  upon  this  prob- 
lem :  it  is  not  a  question  of  clothes.  I  remember,  when  I  first  went 
on  to  a  reservation,  I  supposed  that  a  man  who  dressed  in  an  English 
garb  was  a  civilized  man,  and  that,  if  he  had  a  blanket  wrapped 
round  him,  he  was  a  pagan.  I  have  come  to  an  entirely  different 
opinion.  Why,  Miss  Carter  said  that  they  come  home  with  nice 
clothes,  but  have  to  go  back  to  the  blanket  because  those  become 
worn  out. 

There  are  certain  questions  that  we  have  got  to  face.  It  is  not  a 
question  of  clothes  and  the  possession  of  property,  or  the  objectivity 
of  the  Indian.  It  is  his  subjectivity.  There  must  be  the  spirit  of 
Jesus  Christ  in  their  souls.  They  must  become  Christians.  When 
that  is  accomplished,  we  shall  solve  the  Indian  problem.  The  hold- 
ing of  land  in  severalty  will  not  solve  this  problem  alone.  What  is 
the  character  of  this  land  ? 

I  rode  over  a  tract  of  land  in  a  reservation  opened  about  t^o 
years  ago  to  white   settlers.     I   counted  eighteen  houses  of  white 


Digitized  by 


Google 


,      99 

men.  Sixteen  were  deserted  by  the  white  families  that  had  tried  to 
get  a  living  there.  How  can  the  Indian  do  what  the  white  man 
cannot  ^  We  have  not  always  thought  of  this.  I  remember  seeing 
at  Fort  Berthold  a  boy  from  Hampton.  I  said  to  him,  *•  Are  you 
farming?''  *' No/'  he  replied.  **  How  is  that?"  I  asked:  "did  you 
not  learn  to  farm  ?"  **  Yes/'  he  said,  **  I  learned  to  farm."  "  What 
are  you  doing,  then, —  herding  ? "  "  No,"  he  said,  "  I  cannot  herd  on 
this  land.  There  is  no  possibility  of  making  a  living."  The  basis 
of  civilization  in  New  England  is  in  the  church,  the  school,  and  /ove 
for  land.  The  farmer  loves  his  land.  Land-hunger  is  the  basis  of 
civilization.  The  Indian  has  none  of  that.  You  have  got  to  instil 
it.  All  the  Indian  has  cared  for  land  is  to  hunt  over  it.  The  sense 
of  ownership  is  no  stimulus  to  him,  as  it  is  to  the  white  man. 

A  change  is  coming  in  the  environment  of  Indians,  and  in  their 
condition.  In  North  Dakota,  in  the  time  of  the  Indian  festivals, 
they  used  to  cut  themselves,  and  thrust  thongs  through  the  quivering 
flesh  of  their  breasts.  If  they  could  break  through  the  bands  of 
flesh,  they  would  become  great  and  courageous  warriors,  and  could 
go  on  the  war-path.  If  they  could  not,  they  were  squaw-men. 
They  had  to  stay  in  the  tepee,  and  do  the  work  the  squaw  did. 
When  I  was  there  the  last  time,  this  torture-pole  to  which  they 
had  fastened  themselves  in  the  old  times  had  fallen  down ;  and, 
when  it  fell,  the  Christian  boys  gathered  round  it,  and  cried  with  a 
shout,  **  This  is  the  end  of  the  old,  and  the  beginning  of  the  new  ! " 
I  went  out,  and  saw  that  pole  as  it  lay  on  the  ground.  It  is  the 
last  torture-pole  that  will  ever  be  put  up  on  the  prairie.  We  met 
in  the  little  church  near  by,  and  twenty  of  those  Indians  that  have 
come  out  of  darkness  into  the  light  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
gathered  about  the  communion  table.  Shall  we  not  believe  that 
new  aspirations  and  new  success  are  before  them  ?  We  build  man- 
hood and  womanhood  from  within,  not  without.  We  must  create, 
as  I  have  tried  to  say,  (i)  higher  schools,  (2)  purer  morals,  (3)  love 
of  land  and  home,  (4)  the  spirit  of  Christian  self-help  and  neigh- 
borhood, if  we  would  elevate  the  Indian. 

Mr.  Darwin  R.  James. —  I  was  in  Alaska  two  years  ago,  and  was 
greatly  pained  at  the  condition  of  things  because  of  lack  of  law,  or 
lack  of  enforcement  of  such  laws  as  they  have.  Not  that  I  complain 
of  the  officials ;  for  I  found  them  capable  and  efficient,  but  unable  to 
cope  with  the  difficulties  which  exist.  Under  the  organic  law  the 
sale  of  intoxicants  is  prohibited,  and  yet  they  are  smuggled  into  the 
Territory  in  large  quantities.  Only  a  few  days  before  our  visit  at 
Douglas  Island  the  superintendent  of  the  Friends'  Indian  School, 
Dr.  J.  E.  Connett,  had  been  tarred  and  feathered  at  midnight  by  a 
party  of  ruffians  because  he  had  sent  a  carefully  written  account  to 
an  Illinois  newspaper  of  the  murder  of  his  predecessor,  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, who  was  endeavoring  to  prevent  smugglers  from  bringing 
whiskey  to  the  Kalee  Indians,  among  whom  he  was  then  laboring. 
The  murder  the  following  summer  of  that  grandly  equipped  young 
missionary,  H.  R.  Thornton,  at  Cape  Prince  of  Wales,  sent  a  pang 
of  sorrow  through  the  heart  of  every  one  who  knew  him.     He  wrote 
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a  letter  to  me,  received  just  prior  to  our  annual  Conference  a  year 
ago,  begging  me  to  use  influence  at  Washington  for  better  police 
surveillance  upon  the  Alaskan  Coast.  The  thought  is  impressed 
upon  me  that  we  should  inform  the  public  of  the  state  of  affairs 
there,  that  the  people  demand  of  the  government  that  those  waters 
be  properly  policed,  that  Americans  who  are  there  for  one  purpose 
or  another  be  properly  protected.  The  strong  arm  of  the  national 
authorities  should  be  felt  there  as  well  as  in  places  nearer  the  seat  of 
government.  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  a  difficult  thing  to  accom- 
plish ;  but,  difficult  or  otherwise,  it  should  be  accomplished.  I  hope 
that  the  platform  put  forth  by  this  Conference  will  contain  some 
emphatic  resolution  upon  this  subject. 

Mr.  Frank  Wood. —  At  present  there  is  a  great  danger  threaten- 
ing the  mission  of  William  Duncan  on  Annette  Island,  Alaska. 
Some  of  us  remember  meeting  him  here,  and  how  we  were  thrilled 
by  his  wonderful  story  of  a  tribe  of  cannibal  Indians  redeemed  from 
paganism  and  barbarism,  who  were  at  that  time  Christianized  and 
highly  civilized,  with  organized  government  in  the  town  of  Metla- 
kahtla,  B.C.  They  had  been  subjected  to  interference  and  religious 
persecution  from  an  English  bishop.  This  led  Mr.  Duncan  to  go 
to  Washington  to  see  if  a  place  could  not  be  set  apart  for  this  people 
in  the  United  States  where  they  could  enjoy  liberty  of  conscience. 
This  mission  was  successful.  Congress  set  aside  Annette  Island 
for  the  **  exclusive  use  "  of  William  Duncan  and  his  colonists.  On 
Mr.  Duncan's  return  his  Indians,  rather  than  submit  to  the  persecu- 
tion of  intolerance  and  bigotry,  preferred  to  give  up  their  town  with 
their  splendid  church  and  their  comfortable,  well-built  little  homes, 
which  they  loved  as  we  love  our  homes;  and  i,ooo  of  them — men, 
women,  and  children  —  left  all,  and  in  their  boats  sailed  along  the 
coast  to  the  island  wilderness  that  had  been  given  to  them  for  a 
home.  They  were  as  heroic  a  company  as  that  other  band  who 
for  liberty  of  conscience  came  to  these  shores  in  the  "  Mayflower." 
Against  almost  insuperable  obstacles  they  have  built  the  town  of 
New  Metlakahtla.  They  cleared  the  forest,  surveyed  and  laid  out 
their  streets,  built  comfortable  houses ;  a  church  seating  some 
1, 8 GO,  larger  than  the  one  they  gave  up  ;  a  town  house,  a  saw-mill ; 
a  large  salmon  cannery,  where  they  put  up  the  best  brand  of  salmon 
that  is  sold  upon  the  market.  The  Indians  earn  good  wages,  and 
may  become  stockholders  in  all  the  different  business  enterprises. 
They  have  learned  and  work  at  most  of  the  industries  and  trades 
of  civilization.  They  are  a  law-abiding  community.  No  liquor  is 
sold.  The  Sabbath  is  kept  strictly  as  a  day  of  rest  and  worship ; 
and  I  question  whether  in  any  community  of  the  same  size  so  large 
a  percentage  of  intelligence,  morality,  and  genuine  religion  can  be 
found  as  in  New  Metlakahtla.  This  work  has  been  accomplished, 
under  God,  by  one  man,  who  thirty  years  ago  found  these  people 
cannibal  barbarians.  Yet  there  is  great  danger  that  they  may  be  de- 
prived of  their  homes  and  their  property  whenever  the  white  man's 
greed  thinks  their  island  worth  taking,  as  neither  Mr.  Duncan  nor  his 
people  have  legal  titles  to  their  land.     A  short  time  ago  I  read  in  a 
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Pacific  Coast  paper  that  gold  had  been  found  on  Annette  Island,  the 
present  home  of  this  colony.  If  this  is  true,  it  is  almost  certain  that 
the  Indian  civilization,  which  has  been  built  up  with  so  much  labor 
and  expense,  will  be  swept  away  by  the  greed  of  white  men,  who  will 
drive  off  the  Indians,  destroy  their  property,  and  seize  their  lands. 
True,  Congress  gave  them  "  exclusive  use "  of  Annette  Island ;  but 
*'  exclusive  use  '^  is  not  a  legal  title.  If  anything  should  happen  to 
Mr.  Duncan,  and  the  Indians  were  driven  off  or  killed,  they  would 
have  lost  "  exclusive  use  " ;  and  there  would  be  nothing  to  prevent 
unscrupulous  whites  from  taking  possession.  Something  should  be 
done  to  give  these  people  legal  titles  to  their  property.  We  may  not 
be  able  to  get  a  law  that  will  give  titles  to  land  for  the  whole  of 
Alaska,  because  it  is  not  yet  surveyed  ;  but  can  there  not  be  some 
special  legislation  to  guarantee  to  these  heroic  people  and  their  suc- 
cessors possession  of  the  town  they  have  wrested  from  the  wilderness  ? 
It  would  be  a  shame  and  a  disgrace  to  us  as  a  nation  if  through  our 
indifference  or  neglect  we  failed  to  secure  for  them  valid  titles  to 
their  lands ;  and  in  consequence  they  should  be  robbed  of  what  they 
have  so  laboriously  built  up,  and  thus  the  finest  object  lesson  in  Ind- 
ian civilization  that  the  world  has  ever  seen  should  be  destroyed. 
Let  us  see  to  it  that  the  protection  of  law  is  extended  over  them. 

Captain  J.  G.  Bourke,  of  the  Third  Cavalry,  was  introduced. 

Capt.  Bourke. —  I  came  over  here  to  shake  hands  with  you  all, 
and  to  give  you  the  assurance  that  personally  I  value  the  good  work 
you  are  doing.  All  that  I  know  of  Indians  I  can  tell  you  in  two 
minutes.  All  that  I  think  and  feel  I  could  not  tell  you  in  two  years. 
Permit  me  to  say  that  I  have  heard  some  good  things  said  here. 

I  think  Americans  like  to  get  things  in  the  concrete,  and  I  will 
fortify  Bishop  Whipple's  remarks  by  my  own  observations.  The 
Apache  scouts  went  into  the  military  post  of  P'ort  Bowie,  Ariz.,  in 
1885  ;  and  Mr.  De  Long  sold  them  a  lot  of  things  right  over  his 
counter,  and  it  went  down  in  his  books  this  man  got  so  much  and 
that  man  so  much.  "Well,"  I  said,  "that's  a  curious  way  of  doing 
business.  How  much  have  you  let  them  have  across  your  counter  ? " 
He  looked  at  his  books,  and  said,  "  Seventeen  hundred  and  eighty 
dollars  worth."*  Two  or  three  months  after  those  scouts  came  back, 
and  were  paid  off.  My  curiosity  getting  the  better  of  me,  I  went 
over,  and  said  to  De  Long :  "  I  have  nothing  to  put  in  my  journal  to- 
day, and  I  am  in  search  of  something.  I  want  to  know  how  you 
came  out  in  that  scout  business.  How  many  dollars  did  you  lose 
out  of  the  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty  that  you.  trusted  those  fel- 
lows?" "Not  one  single  cent,"  was  the  reply.  "You  must  have 
made  such  arrangements  with  miners,"  I  continued.  "What  propor- 
tion do  you  lose  on  them } "  He  is  an  old  friend,  and  so  he  an- 
swered, as  old  friends  sometimes  will,  "Quit  asking  fool  questions"  ; 
but  he  confessed  that  he  lost  from  thirty  to  forty  per  cent,  on  them. 

Something  has  been  said  about  the  stolidity  of  the  Indians.  That 
is  only  their  armor  when  you  first  meet.  When  you  see  them  in 
their  homes,  they  are  jovial  and  full  of  fun. 
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The  Indians  are  a  very  clean  race.  When  it  is  possible  to  bathe, 
they  jump  in  and  do  so, —  men,  women,  and  children.  When  it  is 
warm,  they  go  in  two  or  three  times  a  day. 

Their  vices  are  first  that  they  are  very  superstitious.  They  are 
superstitious  about  everything.  If  they  hear  the  hooting  of  an  owl, 
some  one  is  going  to  die.  Another  vice  is  their  care  for  their  rela- 
tions. They  are  entirely  too  fond  of  their  relations.  They  will  do 
anything  for  them  if  they  are  poor.  At  the  sun-dance,  which  I  have 
seen  several  times, —  and  it  is  a  horrible  thing  to  see  these  men  pull 
themselves  free  from  those  thongs, —  gifts  must  be  made;  and  every 
man  outbids  the  other  in  giving  away  everything  that  he  has.  Vou 
will  see  these  things  piled  up,  food,  clothing,  moccasins,  etc.,  and  all 
go  to  the  poor  to  such  an  extent  that  the  givers  become  paupers 
themselves,  so  they  simply  swap  the  condition  of  poverty.  I  am 
talking  about  the  wild  fellows. 

Another  vice  is  gambling.  They  are  inveterate  gamblers.  Gam- 
bling is  a  form  of  divination.  It  used  always  to  be  accompanied  by 
medicine  songs.  You  would  see  them  playing  games  of  different 
kinds,  and  having  the  medicine-man  crooning  one  of  their  medicine 
songs.  They  are  kept  in  thraldom  by  medicine-men.  They  form 
a  kind  of  gens,  or  sept,  or  clan.  They  brag  a  great  deal,  and  do  an 
immense  amount  of  harm.  But  sewing-machines  and  nursing-bottles 
are  getting  down  among  the  Indians ;  and  if  they  can  get  the  phono- 
graph, and  some  other  notions,  they  will  overthrow  these  old  duffers 
because  they  have  nothing  that  will  compare  with  our  wonders. 

If  an  educated  young  Indian  hears  the  medicine-men  boast  that 
they  can  go  fifty  miles  in  one  night,  he  will  answer :  *'  Pshaw  1 
That's  nothing.  I've  gone  fifty  miles  an  hour  when  Captain  Pratt 
took  me  on  the  limited  to  the  Exposition  at  Chicago."  And,  when  the 
old  men  insist  that  they  can  kill  people  and  blight  crops  by  a  glance 
of  the  eye,  the  disenthralled  youngster  will  answer,  "  Kluscho,"  which 
is  the  Apache  word  for  "ra-a-ats." 

In  the  matter  of  education  I  have  little  to  say.  I  do  not  know 
much  about  education,  to  tell  the  truth.  I  have  had  little  experience 
with  it,  and  I  do  not  like  to  run  into  a  place  where  angels  are  afraid 
to  tread.  But  I  think  that  the  great  fault  with  Indian  education  has 
been  that  it  has  not  been  along  the  whole  line  at  once.  You  take 
out  a  few  Indians,  and  educate  them  to  a  high  degree,  and  send  them 
back  to  their  tribes.  A  better  thing  is  to  educate  the  whole  tribe. 
You  may  not  raise  your  building  but  a  quarter  of  an  inch  at  a  time, 
but  the  whole  thing  will  go  up  together.  It  is  better  to  give  a  little 
to  a  whole  tribe  than  to  give  a  great  deal  to  a  few.  I  have  seen 
some  sad  things  among  the  Sioux  and  among  the  Apaches.  I  once 
found  a  boy  wandering  round  who  asked  me,  in  excellent  English  : 
"  Where  do  I  come  in  on  these  positions  ?  I  have  been  at  Carlisle. 
I  have  learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  and  I  want  work.  I  come  back 
to  my  own  people.  I  can  hardly  speak  my  own  language,  and  I  try 
to  be  a  carpenter ;  but  I  am  told  to  get  out  of  here.  The  carpenter 
is  white,  and  the  assistant  carpenter  is  white,  and  the  blacksmith  is 
white,  and  so  is  the  assistant  blacksmith,  and  so  is  the  saddler ;  and 
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there  is  no  room  for  an  Indian  boy."  He  was  willing  to  work  for 
ten  dollars  a  month,  and  could  not  get  that. 

I  think  we  preach  work  too  much  to  the  Indians.  They  know 
how  to  work  and  are  willing  to  work.  I  have  seen  Apache 
Indians  carrying  from  sixty  to  a  hundred  pounds  of  hay  at  a  time, 
which  they  had  made,  and  which  they  would  have  to  sell  for  a  cent 
a  pound.  To  say  that  the  Indians  will  not  work  shows  that  there  is 
a  mistake  somewhere.  The  first  thing  that  the  Spaniards  did,  when 
they  took  possession,  was  to  arrange  that  the  Aztec  markets  should 
be  maintained,  that  into  every  village  the  Indians  should  have  their 
tiangt\  or  markets,  to  which  all  their  products  should  be  brought. 
The  Indians  brought  their  things  in  there,  and  they  got  a  fair  price 
for  them.  Curiously  enough,  they  could  not  sell  to  an  army  officer  or 
to  a  clergyman,  for  some  reason.  It  was  apparently  thought  that 
they  would  both  take  advantage  of  an  Indian.  I  am  not  at  liberty  to 
speak  for  the  clergy,  but  it  was  a  mistake  with  regard  to  the  army ! 
I  would  let  the  Indians  see  that  every  hundred  drops  of  honest 
sweat  earns  sixty  cents  in  silver.  I  wish  I  could  say  one  hundred 
cents,  but  I  can't ;  for  the  dollar  is  not  worth  that.  To  tell  them 
that  rations  will  stop  and  they  miist  begin  to  work  on  such  a  day 
will  not  do.  It  is  well  to  be  a  little  careful.  We  told  the  Cheyennes 
that  in  1876,  and  fixed  the  date  the  first  of  June,  1877.  When  the 
time  came,  they  got  their  own  cartridges ;  and  they  jumped  out,  and 
gave  us  a  dance  that  some  of  us  have  not  forgotten  yet.  It  cost  us 
about  $10,000,000  for  that  piece  of  monkey  business.  So  do  not  be 
too  sudden  in  telling  them  when  they  are  going  to  begin  work. 
Give  them  their  tools  first. 

Remember  the  influence  of  atavism  in  educating  the  Indian  boy. 
The  Navajoes  are  sheep-raisers.  Let  them  raise  sheep,  but  give  them 
the  idea  that  there  are  new,  fine  varieties  of  sheep  to  raise.  Then 
give  them  Lamb  stocking-knitters,  and  teach  them  to  make  cloth. 
They  make  blankets,  but  they  never  make  cloth  in  the  bolt.  The 
blanket  is  one  piece.  The  Indian  makes  it,  and  then  stops.  Don't 
make  a  wheelwright  of  a  Navajo,  and  then  send  him  where  he  cannot 
make  a  blanket,  or  up  into  the  mountains  where  they  don't  want  his 
old  wagons. 

Another  thing  should  be  done.  There  should  be  new  foods  intro- 
duced among  the  Indians.  The  old  Franciscan  missionaries  gave 
them  sheep  and  the  jackass,  not  as  food,  although  the  Apaches  and 
Hualpais  used  them  as  food,  and  ate  them  up.  They  gave  them  the 
peach ;  and  it  is  there  yet,  and  it  is  a  fine  fruit.  These  new  fruits 
will  wean  them  away  from  base  food ;  and  they  have  got  to  be 
weaned  away.  They  have  got  to  be  weaned  away  from  a  great 
many  things.  I  know  that  is  sentimental,  and  you  would  not  expect 
sentiment  from  a  cavalryman ;  but  we  do  sometimes  indulge  in  it.  I 
would  give  premiums  to  those  who  raised  the  best  fruits  and  sheep, 
and  had  the  best  fruit-trees  and  cleanest  houses  and  the  best  chil- 
dren in  school, —  some  little  gimcrack  medal  or  illuminated  paper, 
which  would  show  that  they  had  tried  to  do  well,  and  that  their 
efforts  were  appreciated.  They  love  appreciation  as  much  as  some 
of  the  rest  of  us  do. 
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I  would  let  them  have  their  own  minor  courts,  although  I  would 
have  one  law  for  the  Indian  and  the  white  man.  I  would  not  be  all 
the  time  sending  an  ignorant  policeman  among  them  to  arrest  them. 
Let  them  take  care  of  their  own  petty  jurisprudence.  That  they  are 
able  to  attend  to  those  things  let  me  show  you  by  citing  one  or  two 
instances  that  occurred  in  1882.  Two  Indians  were  arrested  by 
their  own  tribe,  and  by  circumstantial  evidence  were  found  guilty  of 
wife  murder.  Each  had  two  or  three  wives.  One  killed  one  of  his 
in  a  drunken  row.  He  got  ten  years*  hard  labor  in  the  guard-house. 
The  other  got  three  years  of  hard  labor.  About  the  same  time  an 
American  at  Tucson  who  had  been  seen  to  chop  his  wife  in  the 
head  with  an  axe  got  a  year.  I  think  the  Apache  can  be  trusted  to 
administer  the  laws. 

Next  give  the  agents  living  salaries.  Don't  tell  a  man  he  must 
be  a  two-legged  exposition  of  the  ten  commandments  on  fifteen 
hundred  dollars  a  year ;  for  you  are  not  going  to  get  him  for  that. 

At  the  close  of  Captain  Bourke*s  remarks  Captain  Pratt  said  he 
knew  all  about  the  Indian  boy  to  whom  Captain  Bourke  had  re- 
ferred. When  a  child,  he  was  captured  by  some  United  States  army 
officer,  and  was  with  the  army  ten  or  more  years  before  he  came  to 
Carlisle.  He  spoke  English  as  his  mother  tongue.  He  was  sent  to 
Carlisle  as  a  matter  of  discipline,  to  get  him  in  shape.  He  could 
speak  no  Apache  when  he  came.  While  there,  he  was  once  or  twice 
caught  in  drinking  saloons  in  town,  and  was  otherwise  disobedient 
and  unruly.  He  was  always  a  trouble,  and  he  never  learned  the 
carpenter's  trade  well.  He  afterwards  left,  and  worked  his  way  out 
West ;  and,  "  as  a  sample  of  Carlisle  students,  he  is  not  worth  a 
cent,"  said  Captain  Pratt. 

Dr.  Henry  M.  Field,  the  editor  of  the  Evangelist^  was  introduced 
as  one  who  had  just  returned  from  Alaska,  and  could  tell  about  the 
Indians  there.     He  said,  in  substance  :  — 

Afr,  Chairman, —  I  do  not  know  so  much  as  you  may  suppose.  As 
to  the  Indians  in  our  own  country,  I  am  here  to  learn,  and  not  to 
teach ;  but  it  is  true  that  I  have  had  the  opportunity  this  summer  to 
see  something  of  the  Indians,  not  only  in  Alaska,  but  in  Canada.  In 
passing  over  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railroad,  one  of  the  first  ques- 
tions I  asked  was,  "  How  do  you  get  along  with  the  Indians  ? "  a 
question  that  always  took  the  people  by  surprise  that  it  should  be 
asked,  and  to  which  they  replied :  "  Get  along  with  the  Indians  ? 
Why,  we  get  along  with  them  just  as  we  do  with  anybody  else  :  we 
treat  them  well,  and  they  behave  well.  For  one  thing,  we  have  no 
Indian  reservations,  and  no  Indian  agents,  whose  business  it  is  to 
furnish  them  with  supplies,  and  whose  *  supplies '  too  often  consist 
of  worthless  blankets  and  rotten  food !  When  the  Indian  finds  that 
the  white  man  does  not  lie  to  him,  or  take  advantage  of  his  igno- 
rance to  cheat  him,  he  is  put  upon  his  own  manliness  and  honor  — 
and  an  Indian  has  a  good  deal  of  both  —  to  be  honest  and  truthful 
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in  return ;  and  hence  with  us  they  are  as  quiet  and  peaceable  as  any 
class  of  our  people." 

This  was  a  new  view  of  the  character  of  the  red  men, —  that  they 
can  be  as  **  truthful "  as  white  folks.  And  yet  here  to-day,  on  this 
platform,  an  officer  in  our  own  army,  who  has  spent  years  among  dif- 
ferent tribes,  has  told  us  that  the  Indian,  **  unspoiled  by  civiliza- 
tion," is  one  of  the  most  truthful  of  human  beings  !  Whatever  his 
vices,  he  will  not  lie !  This  was  a  revelation  which  made  me  al- 
most ashamed  of  my  race.  I  had  travelled  in  other  parts  of  the 
world,  and  found  that  among  the  Orientals,  who  make  a  great  show 
of  refinement  of  manners,  lying,  so  far  from  being  a  disgrace,  is 
rather  an  accomplishment.  Of  course,  it  is  a  blunder  if  done  in  a 
clumsy  way ;  but  to  deceive  with  a  peculiar  grace,  without  a  blush 
or  a  quiver  of  the  voice,  with  a  delicate  flattery  that  makes  the  one 
deceived  happy  in  the  delusion,  is  really  one  of  the  "  ^x\^  arts  "  that 
distinguish  a  man  of  the  world. 

But  there  are  some  of  us  who  are  so  old-fashioned  as  to  cling  to 
the  virtues  of  our  fathers,  and  had  rather  have  the  plain,  sober  truth, 
even  if  told  in  a  harsh  Indian  grunt,  than  to  listen  to  the  soft  and 
smooth  deceit  of  one  who  can  "smile  and  smile,  and  be  a  villain." 

Well,  now  about  Alaska.  There  are  not  a  great  many  Indians 
there,  for  the  country  is  thinly  peopled.  Alaska,  as  you  know,  is  an 
archipelago  of  more  than  a  thousand  islands,  scattered  along  a  thou- 
sand miles  of  coast.  These  islands  are  for  the  most  part  unin- 
habited. You  may  sail  on  for  hours  and  hours,  and  not  see  a 
single  skiff.  If  you  do  see  one  in  the  distance,  the  chances  are  that 
it  has  but  a  single  Indian  in  it.  These  native  inhabitants  are  miser- 
ably poor,  and  awaken  our  pity  and  compassion.  Nor  is  it  only 
from  physical  wants  that  they  suffer,  but  from  debasing  supersti- 
tions. 

At  Fort  Wrangel  I  went  up  to  the  little  missionary  church,  and 
found  two  Indians  who  had  just  fled  from  their  own  tribe,  to  save 
themselves  from  being  killed  for  witchcraft !  Their  only  escape  was 
to  get  into  their  little  boats,  and  steal  down  the  river  until  they  got 
under  the  protection  of  the  American  flag.  It  was  very  touching  to 
see  the  poor,  trembling  creatures  safe  in  the  missionary  church. 

But  the  great  trouble  in  Alaska  does  not  come  from  the  Indians. 
It  comes  from  the  white  men  who  are  "  prospecting  "  for  gold,  and 
who  bring,  not  only  their  enterprise  and  energy,  but  that  which  in- 
flames the  blood  of  white  and  Indian  alike.  The  great  curse  of  the 
country  is  the  introduction  of  ardent  spirits.  It  ruins  the  Indians 
wherever  they  get  hold  of  it,  and  it  ruins  a  great  many  of  the  whites 
also.  The  laws  against  it  are  very  stringent,  more  so  in  Alaska  than 
in  any  of  the  States ;  but  I  heard  on  every  hand  that  it  was  impos- 
sible to  enforce  them.  They  said,  "You  can  seize  smugglers  on 
board  the  steamships  that  land  their  cargoes  in  the  harbor  of  New 
York ;  but  how  are  you  going  to  chase  the  Indians  in  their  canoes, 
that  can  hide  behind  any  one  of  these  thousand  islands  ? " 

Some  said  to  me,  with  an  air  of  pity,  **  It  is  a  hard  case  that  the 
poor  miners,  who  climb  the  mountains,  and  work  all  day  in   rain 
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and  snow  and  cold,  should  not  have  the  comfort,  when  they  come 
back  to  their  tents,  of  a  glass  of  whiskey ! ''  "  Now,  ain't  that 
hard  ?  "  But  I  found  always  that  those  who  argued  in  that  way  were 
quite  ready  to  say,  "  It  is  impossible  to  enforce  the  law !  " 

This  talk  about  what  is  **  impossible  "  is  an  easy  way  of  shifting 
responsibility,  but  it  is  not  quite  orthodox.  In  my  young  days  the 
revivalists  were  going  about  the  country,  stirring  up  the  churches. 
But  now  and  then,  just  as  they  were  setting  a  community  on  fire,  the 
fire  was  put  out  by  the  cold  water  of**  natural  inability.'*  Many  and 
great  and  learned  were  the  discussions  on  that  subject,  till  some- 
body satirized  the  whole  war  of  words  in  these  fitting  and  vigorous 
lines :  — 

**  Vou  can  and  you  can't, 
You  shall  and  you  shan't, 
Vou  will  and  you  won't, 
And  you'll  be  damned  if  you  don't." 

To  all  this  a  man  who  is  in  dead  earnest  says,  "  You  have  no  right 
to  plead  such  a  defence  till  you  have  at  least  tried  to  do  your  duty." 
A  few  such  men  there  are  in  Alaska.  The  Commissioner  at  Fort 
Wrangel  made  very  light  of  all  the  difficulties  in  the  way,  and 
summed  up  the  whole  case  in  a  sentence :  "  Let  the  government 
show  that  it  means  business,  and  give  us  a  revenue  cutter,  and  two 
or  three  swift  launches,  that  can  overtake  any  Indian  canoe, —  or 
white  man's,  either, — and  there  will  soon  be  an  end  of  this  greatest 
curse  of  Alaska !  " 

But,  after  all,  the  great  power  in  Alaska,  as  everywhere  else,  is 
not  in  the  law  alone,  but  in  the  law  supported  by  the  gospel.  The 
bright  points  in  the  northern  region  where  winter  reigns,  at  least 
in  its  short  days  and  long  nights,  over  half  the  year,  is  in  the 
mission  schools,  where  the  poor  Indian  children  are  gathered  and 
taught,  and  trained  in  useful  industries.  I  saw  them  with  delight  at 
Fort  Wrangel,  at  Sitka,  and  at  Juneau.  My  one  regret  was  that  I 
did  not  see  the  great  work  of  missions  at  Annette  Island,  where  that 
heroic  missionary,  William  Duncan,  has  been  the  means  of  convert- 
ing a  tribe  of  savages  and  cannibals  into  a  community  as  peaceful 
and  orderly  and  Christian  as  any  New  England  village.  Such 
missionary  work  is  the  only  hope  of  Alaska,  or  at  least  of  the  Ind- 
ian race. 

But,  brethren,  do  not  take  any  traveller's  tale,  but  go  and  see  for 
yourselves.  Go,  if  you  would  look  upon  scenery  more  wonderful 
than  that  on  the  coast  of  Norway  or  in  the  Greek  or  Malayan  archi- 
pelago. In  Alaska  you  trace  the  hand  of  the  Almighty  in  the  con- 
vulsions which  have  shaken  our  globe,  in  the  islands  which  seem  as  if 
they  had  been  thrown  down  from  the  tops  of  the  mountains,  and  to 
which  the  great  ocean  had  come  up  and  wrapped  them  in  its  loving 
arms.  The  West  wind  and  the  Black  Current  of  Japan,  which  is  the 
Gulf  Stream  of  the  Pacific,  bring  them  warmth  and  moisture,  till 
the  rocky  islands  are  covered  with  verdure,  waiting  for  the  millions 
that  are  coming  to  possess  them,  and  to  build  here  their  summer 
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retreats,  as  the  men  of  Boston  build  theirs  on  the  rocky  shores  of  the 
Atlantic.  Here  are  to  be,  in  the  future,  the  seats  of  wealth,  of  learn- 
ing, and  of  Christianity.  Anticipating  all  this,  it  seemed  to  me,  as  I 
sailed  down  that  coast,  as  if  the  very  mountains  covered  with  snow 
were  white-haired  prophets,  who  looked  out  upon  the  future,  as 
upon  the  great  ocean  at  their  feet,  and  foretold  the  time  when  the 
earth  should  be  full  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord,  as  the  waters, 
cover  the  sea. 

Adjourned  at  lo  p.m. 
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Friday  Morning,  October  12. 


The  Conference  was  called  to  order  at  10  a.m..  Prayer  \va§  of- 
fered by  Rev.  Theodore  Cuyler,  J). I). 

A    VANISHIN(;     FOIJCi. 

President  Gafes. —  There  are  one  or  two  things  to  be  borne  in 
mind  in  our  discussion  to-day.  Our  policy  for  the  Indians  should 
be  a  vanis hi iiiin; policy.  We  do  not  want  to  provide  for  the  perpetuity 
of  this  system.  Ten  years  ago  we  heard  the  cry,  "  There  is  no  law 
for  the  Indian."  He  could  not  be  made  a  citizen.  Some  of  you 
will  remember  hearing  C'aptain  Pratt  at  a  meeting  in  New  York 
advise  his  Indian  students  that  the  only  possible  way  for  them  to 
become  citizens  of  the  United  States  was  to  go  out  secretly  in  a 
row-boat  and  meet,  below  Castle  Garden,  one  of  the  incoming 
immigrant  steamers  loaded  to  the  water's  edge  with  ignorant  for- 
eigners, and,  managing  to  get  on  board,  to  '*  lose  themselves  "  among 
the  Kuropeans  who  seek  citizenship,  and  coming  into  \ew  York  with 
them,  to  be  naturalized  in  the  way  provided  for  any  and  all  people 
on  earth  except  the  original  .\mericans.  in  this  way  they  could 
become  citizens,  but  in  no  other  way.  Xow  we  see  that  the 
swing  of  the  pendulum  is  in  the  other  direction,  and  there  is  danger 
of  making  them  American  citizens  faster  than  they  are  ready  for 
the  duties  of  citizenship.  Hut  they  will  learn  the  duties  of  citizen- 
ship by  being  citizens. 

Then  we  heard  it  said  that  unless  we  set  up  separate  Indian 
courts  of  elaborate  machinery,  we  could  never  get  rid  of  this  prob- 
lem. We  are  seeing  now  a  line  of  hope  along  the  way  which  Mr. 
Austin  Abbott  has  indicated.  We  are  becoming  convinced  that  one 
Jiiic  will  do  for  white  man  and  red  man  ;  and  we  want  the  attain- 
ment of  this  end  to  be  our  policy,  so  far  as  we  can  shape  a  policy 
to  that  end.  And  this  Conference  has  really  shaped  the  Indian 
policy  of  the  nation  for  the  last  few  years. 

I'hen,  when  we  consider  the  land  question,  we  want  //lat  to  be  a 
vanishing  policy,  too.  If  it  were  your  son  or  mine  in  question,  we 
should  not  want  to  have  the  principle  of  the  survival  of  the  fittest 
applied  to  him  in  his  inexperienced  youth.  We  should  want  some 
friends  around  him,  some  interest  taken  in  protecting  his  first  em- 
ployment of  his  rights.  That  is  what  the  protected  title  for  Indians 
means.  We  take  another  step,  and  say  that  the  Indian  should  work 
out  his  road  tax,  and  that  we  should  provide  (from  funds  held  in 
trust  for  him)  for  the  payment  of  such  part  of  other  taxes  as  will 
take  from  his  neighbors  the  feeling  that  they  are  being  unfairly  bur- 
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dened  by  reason  of  his  untaxed  land,  held  untaxed  under  this  tem- 
porary **  protected  title."  But  we  will  not  do  away  with  all  restric- 
tions, if  they  are  not  able  to  manage  their  own  property.  We  know 
how  the  "  land-sharks "  would  take  advantage  of  their  ignorance. 
If  it  is  for  the  best  interests  of  an  Indian  here  and  there  to  lease 
his  land,  then  either  provide  a  special  commission  by  which  his  re- 
quest to  be  allowed  to  lease  shall  be  examined,  or,  much  better^ 
treat  him  under  a  uniform  law,  as  we  treat  the  not  fully  competent 
white  man  who  needs  some  guidance  and  protection,  and  let  the 
courts  pronounce  on  the  desirability  of  his  alienating  or  leasing 
his  land ! 

Now  as  to  agents.  We  cannot  get  along  without  agents  for  some 
years  to  come.  We  hope  before  many  years  to  reach  the  point  in 
this  reform  when  the  agent  can  be  dispensed  with,  but  not  now. 
There  is  a  vast  difference  between  the  lowest  of  the  Crows  and  the 
most  advanced  of  some  of  the  other  tribes.  If  the  government  and 
the  friends  of  the  Indian  do  not  look  after  the  interests  of  those  who 
need  supervision,  then  worse  men  will  look  after  them.  Let  us  for 
the  present  demand  well-qualified  agents  with  suitable  pay.  If  the 
President  of  the  United  States  would  say  that  no  agent  shall  be 
appointed  unless  approved  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Civil  Ser- 
vice or  by  other  reputable  men  who  are  without  partisan  bias  and 
are  competent  to  judge,  these  appointments  would  be  put  beyond 
partisan  changes.  President  Cleveland  has  proved  himself  fearless 
in  many  matters.  Let  us  urge  him  to  do  this,  and  let  us  assure  him 
of  the  sympathy  of  the  most  intelligent  people  of  the  United  States 
in  such  a  step. 

As  the  discussion  goes  on,  we  shall  feel  that  there  is  room  for 
progress  in  the  educational  system.  We  may  feel  that  we  are  be- 
ginning to  see  the  beginning  of  the  end,  when  the  educational  sys- 
tem shall  be  entirely  apart  from  the  Indian  Bureau.  That  cannot 
come  at  once  ;  but  the  direction  of  Indian  schools  may  be  given 
to  the  Bureau  of  Education  instead  of  to  the  Indian  Bureau.  We 
happen  now  to  have  a  United  States  Commissioner  of  Education 
whose  philosophic  attainments,  professional  knowledge,  integrity 
of  character,  and  ability,  command  the  entire  confidence  of  the  peo- 
ple.    Could  there  be  a  better  time  to  inaugurate  such  a  change  ? 

Throujjh  these  transition  vears  let  us  "  look  to  the  hills  whence 
our  help  cometh."  We  must  remember  that  India  is  crying  out 
for  a  Christian  education  after  having  tried  a  purely  secular  educa- 
tion. We  must  not  leave  Christian  influence  out  of  our  plans. 
More  Christian  work  must  be  done  by  the  religious  denominations. 
If  the  public  school  work  is  taken  up  by  the  government,  then  the 
distinctively  religious  work  must  be  done  with  redoubled  energy  by 
the  churches. 

Dr.  W.  N.  Hailmann,  Superintendent  of  Indian  Schools,  was  then 
introduced,  and  spoke  as  follows  :  — 
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EDUCATIONAL  WORK    FOR   THE   INDIANS. 

BY    DR.    W.    N.    HAILMANN. 

Before  I  speak  on  the  subject  assigned  to  me,  I  want  to  say  that  I 
seem  to  have  failed  to  make  myself  perfectly  clear  when  I  sf>oke  on 
Wednesday.  1  have  been  quoted  as  having  said  that  the  govem- 
inent  should  control  all  the  Indian  schools.  I  am  very  far  from  that 
position,  and  I  regret  exceedingly  that  I  was  so  awkward  as  to  give 
any  one  this  impression.  What  I  meant  to  say  was  this  :  that  as  soon 
as  possible  all  Indian  education  should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  re- 
spective States  in  which  the  Indians  are  found ;  that  the  States  of 
Minnesota,  Michigan,  Wisconsin,  should  take  as  strong,  earnest,  and 
intense  an  interest  in  their  Indian  citizens  and  the  children  of  their 
Indian  citizens  as  in  the  children  of  their  white  citizens.  I  am  now 
on  the  eve  of  starting  for  those  States  and  others,  in  order  to  enlist 
the  attention  of  the  educational  authorities  in  those  States,  hoping  to 
secure  active  efforts  toward  bringing  Indians  into  the  State  institu- 
tions. I  think  this  is  along  the  line  so  clearly  brought  before  us  by 
Mr.  Austin  Abbott.  It  is  bringing  the  Indians,  with  reference  to 
education,  under  the  same  agencies  in  which  the  white  citizen  grows 
from  childhood  into  independent  manhood. 

With  reference  to  the  position  of  Indian  Superintendent  and  the 
necessity  of  making  that  position  independent  of  partisan  control,  I 
think  I  could  entertain  you  for  a  long  time  relating  experiences  that 
have  come  to  me  within  a  few  months. 

When  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  called  me  to  this  work  at  the 
instance  of  some  friends  of  mine  and  of  the  work,  who  had  spoken  to 
him  on  the  subject,  I  was  called  there  without  reference  to  any  par- 
tisan affiliation  of  my  own.  At  least  I  was  not  aware  that  my 
partisan  affiliation  had  anything  whatever  to  do  with  this  call.  I  was 
assured  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  that  it  was  his  earnest  desire 
to  divorce  Indian  schools  from  partisan  influence.  I  hailed  this  sen- 
timent with  a  deep  sense  of  gratitude,  for  I  had  long  felt  in  my  work 
in  public  schools  that  the  partisan  control  of  educational  interests 
was  a  constant  curse  in  the  development  of  these  interests.  I  was 
also  deeply  grateful  that,  under  Providence,  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior should  have  selected  me  to  seek  this  new  light. 

I  was  sent  to  the  Indian  Office  to  find  out  what  my  duties  were.  I 
discovered  that  they  were  exclusively  of  an  advisory  character.  I 
had  the  privilege  to  see,  to  hear,  and  to  say  what  I  heard  and  saw ; 
to  make  some  suggestions  here,  and  there  some  recommendations ; 
and  then  that  was  the  end.  My  recommendations  might  be  received 
or  might  be  rejected,  according  to  the  wishes  or  desires,  perhaps  of 
the  Commissioner,  perhaps  of  the  Assistant  Commissioner,  perhaps 
of  some  of  the  chiefs  of  divisions  interested  in  the  recommendation. 
I  discovered  also  very  soon  that  the  influence  of  partisan  control 
had  not  entirely  fled  as  yet  from  the  Indian  Office,  howsoever  desir- 
ous the  Commissioner  was  to  aid  me  in  the  matter,  and  that  conse- 
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quently  action  upon  my  recommendations  was  not  necessarily  safe 
from  the  influence  of  partisan  considerations. 

I  waited  again  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  he  saw  the  grim  humor  of  the  situation  as  clearly  as  I  saw  it. 
In  consequence  of  this,  he  defined  the  position  and  powers  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Indian  Schools  as  follows  :  — 

"  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Superintendent  of  Indian  Schools  to 
administer  the  educational  work  of  Indian  schools ;  to  organize  the 
government  schools  for  Indian  youth ;  to  examine,  select,  and  assign 
to  duty  superintendents,  teachers,  matrons,  and  other  employees  in 
the  school  service ;  to  prepare  courses  of  study  and  circulars  of 
instruction  concerning  the  educational  management  of  the  schools 
and  methods  of  work ;  to  examine  and  select  text-books  and  other 
school  appliances  ;  to  devise  a  system  of  reports  from  agents,  super- 
intendents, teachers,  and  matrons  concerning  the  conduct  and  prog- 
ress of  the  schools ;  to  visit  and  inspect,  in  person  or  through  ac- 
credited agents,  all  schools  in  which  Indians  are  taught  in  whole 
or  in  part  from  appropriations  from  the  United  States  treasury ;  and 
to  report  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  concerning  their 
condition,  defects,  and  requirements ;  and  to  perform  such  other 
duties  as  may  be  imposed  upon  him  by  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior." 

This  seemed  to  be  quite  satisfactory,  and  I  felt  fresh  courage. 
But  I  discovered  very  soon  that  this  new  rule  had  brought  conster- 
nation to  some  hearts  to  whom  patronage  is  as  dear  as  the  welfare 
of  the  Indians.  It  came  to  me  that  there  was  in  certain  quarters  a 
determination  to  make  it  so  very  warm  for  the  Superintendent  of 
Indian  Schools  —  which  was  an  unpleasant  promise,  considering  the 
approaching  hot  season  —  that  he  would  be  out  before  the  ist  of 
July.  This  announcement  was  made  to  me  early  in  March.  I  did 
not  care  to  fight  for  the  position  for  myself ;  but  I  consulted  with  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  with  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 
with  other  friends,  and  my  own  conscience  and  intuitions,  and  I 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  a  power  higher  than  that  of  these  men 
had  called  me  to  this  office,  and  I  concluded  to  be  faithful  to  my 
trust  I  am  still  in  office,  and  the  prospect  that  the  influence  of  my 
office  will  diminish  is  vanishing  encouragingly.  Still,  I  found  in  the 
course  of  the  conflict  that  the  pressure  of  patronage  brought  to  bear 
upon  officials  began  to  modify  this  declaration  in  the  new  rule,  in 
spite  of  the  policy  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  the  Com- 
missioner of  Indian  Affairs.  I  found  that,  whereas  I  was  said  to 
examine,  select,  and  assign  to  duty  superintendents,  teachers,  ma- 
trons, and  other  employees  in  the  school  service,  this  was  being 
virtually  contracted  to  employees  in  the  classified  service.  You  will 
readily  see  that  patronage  would  have  no  special  interest  in  the 
employees  in  the  classified  service,  because  it  could  not  possibly 
select  them.  It  had  a  great  deal  of  interest,  however,  in  the  un- 
classified service,  as  here  it  might  select  by  the  old  methods.  I 
protested,  and  in  many  cases  with  success. 

I  came  more  and  more  to  the  conclusion  that  there  was  an  incon- 
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gruity  somewhere  in  the  work ;  that  I,  as  a  representative  of  free- 
dom from  all  extraneous  influence  in  the  control  and  conduct  of 
Indian  schools,  was  myself  in  a  measure  under  the  control  of  the 
very  factor  which  I  had  been  called  to  stand  against. 

Now  it  is  for  the  people  to  decide  how  this  is  to  be  done.  It  is 
for  Congress  to  decide.  It  is  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to 
propose,  it  is  for  you  to  suggest,  the  right  measures  in  this  direction. 
I  was  delighted  to  hear  your  President  make  the  suggestion  of  plac- 
ing the  interests  of*  the  Indian  school  under  the  direction  of  the 
Bureau  of  Education.  Nothing  could  be  more  appropriate,  and  that 
it  is  feasible  has  already  been  shown  by  the  experiment  made  with 
Alaska.  The  Bureau  of  Education  is  necessarily  a  permanent 
bureau  in  the  government  of  this  great  nation,  and  it  will  make 
no  effort  to  perpetuate  the  Indian  interest  for  the  sake  of  perpetuat- 
ing itself. 

Under  the  direction  of  the  Bureau  of  Education  specific  Indian 
schools  would  probably  disappear  more  rapidly  and  surely  than 
under  any  other  agency  of  the  government.  That  is  a  thoughtful 
suggestion,  and  I  commend  it  to  your  consideration. 

Gen.  Whittlesey. —  Please  explain  to  the  Conference  what  posi- 
tions are  included  in  the  unclassified  service. 

Dr.  Hailmann. —  The  classified  service  includes  superintendents, 
assistant  superintendents,  teachers,  matrons,  and  physicians.  The 
unclassified  service  includes  assistant  matrons,  industrial  teachers, 
seamstresses,  cooks,  laundresses,  boys'  matrons,  and  girls'  matrons. 
The  farmer  also  is  unclassified. 

The  position  of  matron  is  as  much  educational  as  any  in  the 
school.  The  welfare  of  the  school  depends  on  the  persons  occupy- 
ing the  unclassified  position.  The  disciplinarian  has  a  most  impor- 
tant position.  He  is  practically  the  assistant  superintendent,  and 
should  be  in  the  classified  service. 

Gen.  Whiitlesey. —  Has  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
under  the  civil  service  rules,  a  right  to  include  these  unclassified 
positions  in  the  classified  ? 

Dr.  Hailmann. —  He  has. 

President  Gates. —  At  the  time  of  the  last  meeting  of  the  Indian 
Commissioners  in  Washington  a  committee  called  on  President 
Cleveland,  and  he  gave  us  to  understand  that  it  would  be  a  great 
personal  relief  to  him  if  all  Indian  officials  were  under  civil  service 
rules. 

Mr.  P.  C.  Garretf. —  If  the  Conference  were  to  ask  for  a  further 
expansion  of  the  civil  service  rules  in  the  Indian  service  rules, 
which  positions  would  you  ask  for  ? 

Dr.  Hailmann. —  I  would  ask  for  the  industrial  teacher,  seam- 
stress, disciplinarian,  and  assistant  matron, 

Dr.  Proudfit. —  What  are  the  duties  of  the  disciplinarian  ? 

Dr.  Hailmann. — Largely  to  assist  the  superintendent.  He  is  prac- 
tically an  assistant  superintendent.  He  makes  the  detail  of  work 
among  the  boys  for  the  various  industrial  and  economic  departments 
of  the  school.     He  has  the  military  drill,  and  sees  that  the  general 
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regulations  are  carried  out.  It  is  a  very  important  position  if  prop- 
erly attended  to.  He  is  the  right  hand  of  the  superintendent  with 
reference  to  the  management  of  the  school. 

Gen.  Charles  H.  Howard. —  Does  Dr.  Hailmann  know  any  rea- 
son why  these  employees  should  not  be  classed  in  the  civil  ser- 
vice classification  ? 

Dr.  Hailmann. —  No  inherent  reason. 

Mr.  Smiley. —  One  gentleman  has  suggested  that  the  Indian  edu- 
cation be  turned  over  to  the  Bureau  of  Education,  that  it  be  con- 
nected with  it  as  rapidly  as  possible.  Would  there  not  be  danger  of 
conflict,  the  agent  being  appointed  from  the  Indian  Office  and  possi- 
bly from  partisan  reasons  ?  Would  he  not  hamper  the  appointees  of 
another  bureau  ?  The  teacher  wants  to  get  scholars  in,  and  has  to 
call  on  the  agent  for  that  power.  If  they  are  appointed  from  differr 
ent  sources,  will  there  not  be  trouble  on  that  account  ? 

Mr.  Hailmann. — I  think  it  is  possible  that  there  might  be  conflict. 
If  the  supervision  of  the  Indian  schools  were  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Education,  the  relationship  that  should 
exist  between  him  and  the  officers  of  the  Indian  Bureau  and  the 
agents  should  be  formulated  and  defined. 

Mr.  Smiley. —  Do  away  with  the  agency,  and  you  are  all  right. 

President  Gates. —  Do  you  think  the  danger  of  conflict  would 
be  greater  than  we  find  practically  between  the  agent,  who  holds 
office  through  the  influence  of  party,  and  the  teacher,  who  goes  out 
in  another  way  ? 

Mr.  Hailmann. —  I  do  not  think  the  conflict  would  be  more  sharp 
than  it  is  now.  There  is  the  same  conflict  now.  The  agent  is  the 
representative  of  partisan  influence.  I  respect  politics,  but  I  have 
no  respect  for  partisanship. 

General  Eaton  was  asked  to  speak. 

Gen.  Eaton. —  I  am  reluctant  to  say  anything  on  this  subject. 
You  have  touched  a  point  sensitive  beyond  description.  We  are 
here  enjoying  the  presence  of  Dr.  Hailmann.  His  work  is  in  the 
line  of  our  theories.  I  believe  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  has 
taken  a  great  step  forward  in  giving  this  definition  to  the  office  of 
Superintendent  of  Indian  Schools.  But  it  was  only  through  the 
efforts  of  Professor  Painter  and  others  that  the  office  was  saved  at 
all.  And  then  it  was  saved  with  a  reduced  salary,  which  any  one  of 
us,  as  an  American,  ought  to  be  ashamed  of.  We  rejoice  in  the 
work  of  Captain  Pratt;  and  yet  not  an  appropriation  bill  goes 
through  Congress  without  a  fight  over  the  retention  of  Captain 
Pratt. 

President  Gates. —  More's  the  shame. 

Gen.  Eaton. —  A  thousand  dollars  has  been  taken  off  from  his 
pay. 

[Cries  of  *'  Shame !  shame  !  "] 

Gen.  BIaton. —  Let  us  not  forget  these  things. 

Let  these  men  have  something  behind  them   in  the  law.     This 
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organization  and  other  organizations  of  like  character  may  drive  at 
the  law.  It  has  been  the  impression  of  some  Congressmen  that  the 
members  of  the  Mohonk  Conference  were  a  lot  of  cranks  and  senti- 
mentalists ;  and  last  winter  they  said,  "  Now  we  are  going  to  have 
practical  legislation  this  Congress."  What  was  the  line  of  their 
plan  ?  The  abolition  of  superintendent  of  schools  and  of  the  board 
of  Indian  Commissioners  who,  since  the  days  of  Grant,  have  been 
leading  the  sentiment  of  this  country  in  the  right  direction,  and 
relieving  the  country  of  the  shame  of,  the  centuries.  They  reduced 
the  salary  of  the  superintendents,  and  abolished  important  offices. 
The  efforts  of  Professor  Painter  and  others  saved  much  last  winter. 
How  much  they  will  save  next  year  depends  on  your  efforts.  Miss 
Foote  and  Mrs.  Quinton  led  the  woman's  side  magnificently. 

Now,  with  reference  to  this  sensitive  point.  Early,  when  I  went 
into  the  Bureau  of  Education,  it  had  been  agreed,  when  I  was  asked 
to  take  the  place,  to  let  the  office  die  by  omitting  the  appropriation, 
as  they  would  kill  the  office  of  superintendent  of  Indian  schools 
now.  General  Grant  said  to  the  gentlemen  giving  him  this  informa- 
tion :  "  No,  we  have  abolished  slavery,  and  education  must  perform 
a  large  part  in  the  solution  of  questions  coming  out  of  the  abolition 
of  slavery;  and  we  ought  to  try  this  office  farther.  You  ought  not 
to  cut  off  this  appropriation."  And,  under  his  influence,  it  was  not 
done.  I  was  asked  to  take  the  place.  I  saw  its  difficulties.  I 
knew  the  importance  of  the  office ;  and,  after  a  time,  I  said  to  him, 
"  General  Grant,  you  have  put  me  through  some  terrible  places ;  but 
I  find,  if  a  man  behaves  himself  decently,  you  take  care  of  him,  and 
I  will  consent."  Our  friend  Mr.  Dawes  said  to  me,  "Give  me 
your  figures,  and  you  shall  have  what  you  need  in  the  way  of  appro- 
priations." I  mention  these  things  to  show  you  what  an  exceed- 
ingly sensitive  position  the  office  of  Commissioner  of  Education  was. 
For  years  such  a  man  as  S.  S.  Cox,  whose  ambition  was  in  litera- 
ture, every  time  the  appropriation  came  up  moved  to  strike  the  whole 
thing  out.  Out  of  that  condition  of  things  there  has  come  a  bureau 
that  I  may  say  —  speaking  from  an  experience  of  some  sixteen  years 
—  is  the  most  influential  office  in  education  in  the  world  to-day.  We 
shall  go  on,  as  long  as  we  live,  learning  the  peculiar  characteristics  of 
Grant's  mind,  and  his  tremendous  foresight.  He  outlined  to  me  the 
solution  of  the  Negro  problem  before  the  freeing  of  the  slaves. 
General  Grant  had  the  idea  that  this  very  moment  has  been  men- 
tioned. The  question  of  Indian  education  came  up  at  one  time ; 
and  he  said,  "  I  would  very  much  like  to  see  the  administration  of 
Indian  affairs  so  carried  on  that  everything  could  disappear  but 
education,  and  that  could  come  into  the  Bureau  of  Education."  You 
may  judge  that  I  was  interested  when  I  heard  our  President  to-day 
expressing  the  same  sentiment.  Yet  I  must  say  to  you  that  I  found 
it  most  essential  that  the  Bureau  of  Education  should  have  the  one 
single  object  in  view, —  the  organization  of  information.  We  do  not 
apprehend  the  force  of  that.  We  move  by  moral  forces  in  this  coun- 
try ;  and  they  are  directed  by  information.  It  has  strength  behind 
it.     Yet,  when   I   resigned,  they  said,   "  Now  the   Bureau    may   be 
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abolished.''  It  cannot  be.  It  is  a  part  o{  American  thought  and 
American  organization.  There  is  a  tremendous  demand  for  that 
which  it  can  supply.  You  must  outline  very  carefully  what  you  want 
done  before  you  can  touch  or  injure  this  important  office  of  educa- 
tion. There  was  perhaps  never  a  Congress  while  I  was  in  the 
Bureau  but  some  member  would  come  to  me,  and  try  to  talk  with 
me  about  bringing  Indian  education  into  the  office.  I  always  said, 
"  Not  now."  And  so  I  say  not  now.  It  is  really  dangerous  to  talk 
about  it  now ;  but  the  time  may  come. 

Mr.  Herbert  Welsh. —  It  is  always  a  matter  of  great  encourage- 
ment and  inspiration  when  in  a  conference  of  this  sort,  where  neces- 
sarily men  and  women  differ  upon  so  many  questions  of  detail,  we 
come  face  to  face  with  some  great  principle  which  we  hold  with 
enthusiasm  and  regarding  which  we  are  a  unit.  I  think  that  Dr. 
Hailman's  concise  and  definite  words  have  brought  us  face  to  face 
with  such  a  principle,  and  that  we  all  see,  no  matter  how  much  we 
may  differ  as  to  the  best  method  for  applying  the  principle,,  that  the 
spoils  system  is  the  great  curse  and  hindrance  of  our  Indian  work, 
and  that  the  idea  of  appointment  for  merit  and  retention  in  the  ser- 
vice during  the  proper  performance  of  duty, —  that  is  the  principle 
which  we  desire  to  see  adopted  and  maintained. 

I  cannot  help  saying  here  —  because  it  is  germane  —  that  many 
of  us  who  have  been  forced  to  consider  civil  service  reform  upon  the 
lines  of  its  application  to  the  Indian  ser\ace  have  been  made  to  feel 
that  a  window  was  opened  in  this  narrower  work  through  which  we 
glance  out  upon  a  broader  field, —  upon  the  entire  range  of  the  gov- 
ernment service, —  and  that  we  have  been  led  to  believe  that  the  whole 
range  of  American  life,  public  and  political,  must  ultimately  be 
brought  under  the  control  of  this  great  fundamental  idea ;  that  the 
government  service  is  to  be  conducted,  not  with  a  view  to  reward 
men  for  a  mere  narrow  partisan  —  and  often  very  disreputable  — 
service,  but  with  a  view  only  to  promote  the  public  welfare.  That 
is  the  principle  which  we  are  facing  now,  and  this  question  of  edu- 
cation seems  to  touch  it  fundamentally.  How  can  we  as  a  band 
of  earnest  men  and  women,  heartily  desirous  of  the  welfare  of  these 
poor  people,  in  the  quickest  and  simplest  way,  both  retain  those  vic- 
tories which  we  have  gained  by  so  much  effort  and  so  many  years 
of  toil,  and  logically  and  carefully  take  the  next  step  .'*  This  seems 
to  me  to  be  the  situation ;  and,  in  order  to  make  it  as  clear  to  your 
view  as  it  is  to  mine,  I  will  detail  a  few  of  the  incidents  occurring 
last  winter,  some  of  which  have  been  referred  to  by  Dr.  Hailmann. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  did  me  the  honor,  previous  to  the 
appointment  of  Dr.  Hailmann,  of  asking  me  to  come  to  Washington 
to  talk  over  the  question  of  the  superintendency.  He  stated  frankly 
and  directly  his  views  on  the  subject,  and  asked  me  if  I  would  make 
investigations  regarding  the  fitness  of  Dr.  Hailmann  for  the  post. 
His  appeal  to  me  was  as  the  representative  of  a  large  number  of 
persons  interested  in  Indian  affairs,  virtually  as  one  of  the  represen- 
tatives of  this  Conference.  I  took  steps  toward  making  such  an 
investigation  by  making  inquiries  of  a  number  of  gentlemen  whose 
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position  in  the  educational  field  was  such  that  their  word  would 
come  with  weight  and  authority, —  Mr.  Capen,  of  Boston,  Dr. 
McAlister,  of  the  Philadelphia  Drexel  Institute,  and  others.  The 
answer  from  all  was  such  as  to  convince  me  that  in  the  intended 
selection  of  the  Secretary  we  had  a  man  who  represented  the  best 
educational  thought  of  the  country  and  its  most  judicious  practice. 
I  could  but  feel  that  here  at  last  a  hope  was  held  out  of  a  great 
development  of  our  Indian  educational  work.  The  Secretary  stated 
that  it  was  his  object  to  secure  a  man  outside  of  the  limits  of  parti- 
san appointments,  who  would  be  regarded  as  an  authority  in  his 
special  field.  When  I  went  to  Washington  and  had  this  prolonged  in- 
terview with  him, — through  his  courtesy,  some  five  hours, —  he  stated 
his  plans  verbally  with  great  fulness.  It  was  perfectly  evident,  how- 
ever he  might  succeed,  that  his  object  was  to  lift  the  school  service 
out  of  partisan  politics,  and  to  bring  it  abreast  of  the  public  school 
system  of  the  country. 

I  pause  here  to  emphasize  the  importance  of  such  a  declaration. 
The  fact  that  a  member  of  the  cabinet,  at  the  head  of  a  great  de- 
partment of  government  work,  should  express  such  an  intention  was 
most  significant.  And  it  seemed  to  me  that  it  was  due  to  him  and 
to  the  cause  that  that  fact  should  be  immediately  made  known  to  the 
friends  of  the  Indian,  and  that  everything  should  be  done  which 
could  support  the  Secretary  in  carrying  out  his  intentions. 

The  rest  of  the  story  is  very  well  known ;  and  it  is  not  necessary  to 
say  more  except  that  in  an  interview  with  the  Secretary  I  advanced 
this  thought  that  so  'far  as  we  had  gone,  even  if  his  intention  were 
carried  out  during  the  present  administration,  we  had  no  assurance 
that  his  beneficent  plan  for  the  Indian  service  would  be  continued, 
and  permanence  was  absolutely  required  in  order  to  reap  the  ripest 
fruits  of  success,  and  that  it  seemed  to  me  most  desirable  that  some 
act  should  be  presented  to  Congress  by  which  the  duties  of  the 
superintendent  would  be  so  defined,  the  object  of  the  position  would 
be  made  so  clear,  and  the  protection  of  law  would  be  thrown  so  effec- 
tively about  that  position  that  continuity  of  purpose  might  go  on 
through  succeeding  administrations.  As  things  now  stood,  the  good 
work  done  by  one  administration,  representing  one  political  idea, 
was  subject  to  complete  overthrow  and  reversal  by  the  next.  The 
senator  stated  —  and  he  further  assured  me  of  this  in  the  presence 
of  Mr.  Proctor,  one  of  the  Civil  Service  Commission  —  that  it  was 
his  intention  to  present  an  act  to  Congress  defining  the  powers  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Indian  Schools,  which  might  carry  out  this 
idea.  Now,  the  object  of  my  remarks  this  morning  is  to  ask  this 
Conference  whether  it  is  not  most  desirable  for  us  to  recognize  pub- 
licly with  gratitude  the  expressed  intention  of  the  Secretary,  and  to 
assure  him  of  our  support,  and  of  the  support  of  the  men  and  women 
of  this  country  of  whom  we  are  representatives,  in  carrying  out  this 
plan.  If  we  can  secure  this,  we  are  en  train  to  obtain  that  which  we 
have  never  had  before, —  the  lifting  up  of  the  whole  Indian  educa- 
tional service  out  of  the  miry  bog  of  partisanship,  which  now  means 
chaos,  inefficency,  failure  to  carry  out  any  idea  to  its  conclusion.     If 
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such  an  act  be  passed,  then  we  have  the  Indian  educational  system 
no  longer  repelling  men  of  high  position,  character,  and  cultivation, 
who  might  be  called  into  this  service  in  the  future,  but  attracting 
such  to  it.  We  should  have  the  system  elevated  to  the  plane  of  the 
best  of  our  public  school  systems, —  brought  into  that  condition 
which  will  most  certainly  effect  the  absorption  of  the  Indian  into 
the  simple  national  life  about  him. 

I  do  not  think  that  any  one  can  doubt,  no  matter  how  we  may  dif- 
fer as  to  the  methods  by  which  the  end  is  to  be  attained,  that  in  a 
comparatively  few  years  the  Indian  who  now  stands  on  the  island 
reservation  will  be  absorbed  into  the  great  common  sea  of  American 
civilization  which  beats  upon  its  shores.  And  one  part  of  that  ab- 
sorption, indeed  that  which  will  assure  an  honorable  and  noble  ab- 
sorption, is  that  the  educational  idea  of  America,  the  public  school 
idea,  with  all  its  light,  its  equality,  its  freedom  and  fresh  air,  shall  be 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  Indian.  Within  a  few  years  he  must  be 
taken  out  of  the  island  reservation.  And,  if  we  can  so  arrange  it  that 
he  and  his  children  shall  be  turned  out  not  to  pauperism  and  va- 
grancy, vice  and  crime,  and  to  unfailing  hatred  of  the  race  which 
has  cursed  him,  but  into  the  benefits  and  privilege  and  responsibil- 
ity and  power  which  we  possess,  then  our  work  will  be  accomplished. 
The  recommendation  to  the  country  of  the  plan  contemplated  by  the 
Secretary  would  seem  to  me  to  be  the  most  natural  and  powerful 
step  in  the  direction  of  success.  I  would  suggest  that,  in  addition 
to  any  other  utterance  made  by  us,  we  should  let  the  country,  and 
especially  our  representatives  in  Congress,  know  that  we  desire  that 
such  a  measure  as  I  have  indicated  shall  be  done,  so  that  Congress 
shall  feel  that  the  country  demands  suitable  appropriations  for  Ind- 
ian education,  and  a  suitable  and  dignified  elevation  of  the  office  of 
the  Indian  Superintendent  of  Schools  for  the  accomplishment  of  the 
object  in  view. 

Gen.  Eaton. —  The  National  Superintendents  of  Schools  at  their 
meeting  passed  a  resolution,  thanking  the  President  of  the  United 
States  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  for  retaining  Dr.  Harris  and 
for  selecting  Dr.  Hailmann.  Mr.  Smith  is  earnestly  seconding  the 
ideas  of  the  President  in  the  matters  of  education  all  round.  He  is 
an  educational  man.  Years  ago,  when  we  were  looking  over  the 
South  for  a  man  to  respond  to  educational  ideas,  we  found  a  profes- 
sor in  the  university  of  North  Carolina  by  the  name  of  Smith.  He 
was  then  acting  superintendent  of  schools.  He  had  one  boy  who 
was  present  at  our  conversation.  That  boy  was  Hoke  Smith,  and 
he  is  now  Secretary  of  the  Interior.  He  is  interested  in  education 
by  choice  and  by  inheritance.  It  is  this  Hoke  Smith  who  is  organ- 
izing Indian  education  under  Dr.  Hailmann.  You  do  a  most  proper 
thing  to  thank  him  and  to  thank  the  President. 

On  motion  it  was  voted  that  the  President  should  appoint  a  com- 
mittee to  wait  upon  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior  for  this  purpose. 
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Dr.  Hailmann. —  The  fact  has  been  referred  to  that  an  eflFort  was 
made  to  abolish  the  Superintendent  of  Indian  Schools  in  the  last 
Congress.  The  effort  failed,  and  yet  the  Superintendent  of  Indian 
Schools  has  been  seriously  hampered  by  the  action  of  Congress. 
They  reduced  the  number  of  supervisors  who  were  his  helpers  from 
five  to  three,  so  that  there  are  now  only  three  in  the  service.  The 
forces  in  the  Indian  Office  who  are  not  favorable  to  the  existence  of 
such  a  position  as  Superintendent  of  Indian  Schools  have  managed 
to  tie  up  those  three  supervisors  as  temporary  superintendents  of 
schools,  so  that  he  is  practically  without  help.  In  addition  to  this 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  had  given  to  the  superintendent  a  con- 
fidential clerk,  recognizing  the  fact  that  he  had  a  large  field  to  cover 
in  his  investigations.  By  an  unfair  construction,  as  I  consider  it,  in 
the  absence  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  and  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  the  discharge  of  this  confiden- 
tial clerk  was  secured.  Whether  I  shall  be  able  to  secure  the  reap- 
pointment when  the  Secretary  returns  I  do  not  know.  In  order  to 
carry  on  the  work,  I  have  had  to  employ  this  confidential  clerk  at  my 
own  expense. 

President  Gates. —  He  does  that  out  of  the  amount  that  Congress 
took  out  of  his  salary ! 

Mr.  Smiley. —  I  want  to  say  that  Dr.  Hailmann  had  an  offer  of 
a  position  at  Los  Angeles  with  much  higher  salary,  but  that  he  is 
holding  on  to  his  present  office  for  the  good  of  the  country. 

President  Meserve. —  Although  I  am  now  at  work  among  the 
freedmen,  I  still  have  a  deep  and  abiding  interest  in  the  Indian 
race,  and  try  to  keep  well  informed  as  to  the  progress  of  the  work. 
When,  last  May,  Mr.  Herbert  Welsh  asked  me  if  I  would  make 
a  trip  in  behalf  of  the  Indian  Rights  Association,  I  consented.  I 
left  the  East  May  25,  and  returned  the  2d  of  July,  having  been 
among  the  Navajoes  of  New  Mexico,  the  Poncas,  Pawnees,  Otoes,  as 
well  as  the  Cheyennes  and  Arapahoes  of  Oklahorna.  I  also  spent 
several  days  at  Haskell  Institute,  the  United  States  Indian  Indus- 
trial School  at  Lawrence,  Kan.  I  was  told  to  keep  my  eyes  open, 
and  see  what  progress  civil  service  reform  was  making  in  the  field, 
what  the  spoils  system  was  doing  in  the  field,  and  also  to  note  care- 
fully the  results  of  the  allotting  of  land  in  severalty.  In  ten  minutes 
I  can  tell  you  only  a  very  small  part  of  my  observations.  At  Fort 
Defiance,  Ariz.,  I  found  Lieutenant  Plummer,  acting  Indian  agent, 
in  charge  of  the  20,000  Navajoes.  His  heart  is  in  his  work,  and 
his  influence  is  strong  for  good  in  all  directions  where  the  Ind- 
ians' highest  good  is  concerned ;  and  he  should  receive  the  hearty 
sympathy  of  this  Conference. 

First,  with  reference  to  civil  service.  I  found  at  this  agency  that 
only  one  or  two  changes  had  been  made  since  the  advent  of  the 
present  administration.  Those  in  the  classified  list  had  been  pro- 
tected, and  the  few  changes  that  had  been  made  were  in  the  unclassi- 
fied list.  There  was  at  Fort  Defiance  a  school  of  199  Navajo  chil- 
dren. A  few  months  before  my  visit  the  school  numbered  scarcely 
fifty,  and  never  before  in  its  history  had  the  attendance  exceeded 
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ninety-nine.  For  reasons  of  which  I  am  ignorant  I  understand  that 
Lieutenant  Plummer  is  about  to  leave.  It  is  a  hard  place  for  an  Ind- 
ian agent.  Far  from  civilization,  with  scarcely  any  conveniences  for 
carrying  on  the  work,  and  with  inadequate  help  in  the  office,  it  re- 
quires a  man  of  almost  superhuman  strength  and  courage  to  continue 
as  agent  of  the  Navajoes.  I  understand  full  well  that  the  condition 
of  affairs  is  not  the  fault  of  the  Indian  Office,  but  because  of  the  fail- 
ure of  Congress  to  make  the  appropriations  that  are  necessary  and 
that  were  asked  for  by  Lieutenant  Plummer.  The  reservation  is  half 
as  large  again  as  the  State  of  Massachusetts.  Word  came  to  the  of- 
fice, while  I  was  there,  of  trouble  at  a  certain  place ;  and  inside  of  a 
half-hour  word  came  again  that  he  must  go  to  a  distant  place  in  the 
opposite  direction.  It  was  as  though  he  had  been  located  in  Boston, 
and  received  word  that  he  must  go  by  horseback  or  over  a  rough 
carriage  road  to  Provincetown  to  settle  some  dispute,  and  then  as 
soon  as  possible  thereafter  start  for  North  Adams,  and  make  the 
journey  in  the  same  way.  With  the  lack  of  suitable  help  to  carry  on 
the  agency,  I  could  understand  why  it  was  that  every  night  while  I 
was  there  I  went  to  sleep  at  midnight  to  the  music  of  the  typewriter 
that  he  was  operating  himself,  trying  to  get  up  the  quarter's  accounts. 

I  found  the  Navajoes  in  a  pitiable  condition.  They  are  in  great 
need  of  food,  and  I  fear  that  many  will  suffer  during  the  coming 
winter  if  rations  are  not  issued  to  them.  It  has  been  the  general 
understanding  that  the  Navajoes  were  wealthy,  and,  as  they  have 
never  received  rations  from  the  government,  that  there  was  no  need 
of  help  from  the  government.  Such,  however,  is  far  from  the  actual 
fact. 

From  Fort  Defiance  I  went  to  Darlington,  Okla.,  the  headquarters 
of  the  southern  Cheyennes  and  Arapahoes.  I  found  at  this  agency 
there  had  been  very  few  changes  in  the  employee  force.  I  came  to 
the  conclusion  that,  where  there  were  military  officers  as  agents,  the 
politicians  did  not  exert  the  influence  that  they  had  been  accustomed 
to  where  civilians  were  agents.  I  understand,  however,  that  just 
now  it  seems  to  be  the  plan  to  remove  the  military  agents  and  place 
civilians  in  their  place,  and  that  the  civilians  that  are  appointed  shall 
be  in  sympathy  with  the  present  administration.  If  this  is  the  case, 
it  would  seem  that  the  spoils  system  was  again  to  be  allowed  to  have 
full  play. 

During  my  stay  on  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapahoe  Reservation  I  went 
to  Seger,  Okla.  If  there  is  a  civilian  in  the  Indian  service  that  de- 
serves in  the  highest  degree  the  hearty  support  and  sympathy  of  this 
•  Conference,  I  feel  it  is  Superintendent  John  H.  Seger,  who  has  been 
in  the  service  more  than  two  decades,  and  who  is  still  holding  the 
fort,  notwithstanding  the  attempts  that  have  been  made  to  deprive 
him  of  his  clerk  and  farmer,  who  are  very  efficient  on  account  of 
their  experience  and  familiarity  with  the  duties  required. 

One  day  there  came  to  the  Seger  School  a  man  who  announced 
that  he  was  a  United  States  Indian  inspector.  He  arrived  at  five 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  Superintendent  Seger  was  out  in  the  field 
at  work ;   but,  when  he  came  in,  he  found  the  inspector  had  gone 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


I20 

to  the  town  near  by.  He  had  an  interview  with  a  discharged 
Republican  postmaster,  and  his  mind  was  poisoned.  He  came  back 
to  the  school,  and  said  to  Superintendent  Seger,  **  You  have  some 
Republicans  in  the  service  here."  Mr.  Seger  replied  that  he  was 
not  influenced  by  political  considerations  in  nominating  his  em- 
ployees, and  added  that  his  clerk  and  farmer  took  no  part  in  politics. 
The  inspector  said,  *'  It  seems  very  funny  that  you  cannot  find  any 
competent  Democrats  to  fill  these  places."  Mr.  Seger  replied  that 
he  did  not  ask  a  man  his  politics.  Mr.  Seger  has  been  so  long  with 
his  Indians  that  he  loves  them  almost  as  dearly  as  his  children,  and 
wishes  to  see  his  far-reaching  plans  for  their  welfare  carried  out. 
His  aim  is  to  put  the  school  on  a  self-sustaining  basis.  He  has 
plans  with  reference  to  raising  wheat,  corn,  oats,  and  other  products, 
as  well  as  cattle  and  swine ;  and  I  know  that  in  a  few  years,  if  he 
can  be  allowed  to  continue  as  he  is  now  going  on,  he  will  make  the 
institution  self-sustaining.  He  cannot  do  this,  however,  unless  he 
has  with  him  employees  who  are  competent  and  experienced.  The 
inspector  went  away  at  eleven  o^clock  the  day  after  his  arrival.  In 
a  few  days  word  came  that  the  farmer  must  go,  and  that  a  man  from 
Georgia,  who  would  not  know  a  lister  from  a  go-devil,  would  arrive 
to  take  his  place.  The  morning  after  the  arrival  of  the  new  farmer 
he  Vent  out  into  the  field  to  work,  but  soon  came  back,  and  said  to 
the  superintendent :  "  The  Indian  boys  can  do  the  work  better  than 
I  can.  This  is  no  place  for  me.  Let  me  have  some  paper,  and  a 
pen  and  ink."  He  went  into  the  office,  and  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  resigning  his  position,  saying  that  he  was 
not  qualified  for  the  work  of  the  farmer,  and  that  the  farmer  whose 
place  he  had  taken  was  so  competent  that  he  hoped  he  would  be 
retained  in  the  service.  He  took  the  stage  the  next  day,  and  started 
for  Georgia.  An  attempt  was  also  made  to  remove  his  clerk.  Fort- 
unately, Mr.  James  and  I  were  there  about  that  time.  We  wrote 
long  letters  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior ;  and  a  few  months  after, 
while  calling  on  him,  he  said  to  me  :  "I  got  your  letter.  It  seems 
as  though  you  want  to  keep  all  the  Republicans  in  office."  I  said, 
"  No  :^we  want  people  of  ability  and  love  for  the  work  and  experi- 
enced in  the  work  to  be  retained,  whether  they  are  Democrats,  Re- 
publicans, or  Populists." 

I  spent  several  days  among  the  Poncas,  the  Pawnees,  and  Otoes, 
and  found  that  there  was  scarcely  an  old  employee  left  over  from 
the  preceding  administration. 

During  the  four  days  I  visited  Haskell  Institute.  I  looked  very 
carefully  into  all  departments,  and  found  that  excellent  work  was 
being  done.  I  was  especially  interested  to  note  that  scarcely  any 
changes  had  been  made  from  political  considerations,  and  that 
almost  no  changes  had  been  made  for  any  reason  whatever.  This 
explained  to  me  the  excellent  condition  in  which  I  found  everything ; 
for  the  large  force  of  employees  has  been  in  the  service  on  an  average 
for  four  years  or  more ;  and  there  were  some  instances  where  they 
had  been  there  or  at  other  schools  in  the  Indian  service  for  periods 
of  even  ten  or  more  years. 
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Mr.  Meserve  then  presented  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
unanimously  referred  to  the  Business  Committee  :  — 

This  Conference  wishes  to  thank  President  Cleveland  for  adding  to  the 
classified  list  the  position  of  assistant  teacher.  It  also  requests  him  to  still 
further  enlarge  the  classified  list  by  adding  thereto  all  the  remaining  unclassified 
positions  except  that  of  agent.  It  recognizes  that  the  pressure  the  Chief  Execu- 
tive has  to  withstand  is  enormous,  but  nevertheless  believes  he  can,  in  a  remark- 
able degree,  signalize  his  administration  by  applying  the  spirit  of  his  own  public 
utterances  upon  civil  service  reform  to  the  selection  and  retention  of  agents.  In 
doing  this,  he  will  receive  the  support  of  this  Conference,  as  well  as  the  approval 
of  the  great  mass  of  the  people  throughout  the  country,  regardless  of  party,  and 
be  the  means  of  placing  the  administration  of  Indian  affairs  upon  a  higher  plane 
of  efficiency  than  ever  before. 

The  following  letter  from  Mr.  Seger  was  submitted  for  pub- 
lication :  — 

DEPARTMENT   OF   THE    INTERIOR. 
indian  school  service. 

Office  of  Superintendent, 

Indian  Industrial  School,  Seger,  O.T., 

Sept.  26,  1894. 

Hon.    Darwin   R.   James,  Member  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners^  226  Gates 
Avenue,  Brookl3m,  N.Y. 

My  dear  Sir, — The  invitation  to  attend  the  Twelfth  Annual  Mohonk  Indian 
Conference,  forwarded  under  your  care,  was  duly  received.  It  is  with  regret  that 
I  have  to  inform  you  that  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  attend  the  meeting  this 
year.  Perhaps,  should  my  life  be  spared  another  year  and  the  opportunity  be 
offered,  I  can  avail  myself  of  the  privilege. 

I  have  always  read  with  great  interest  the  doings  of  the  Conference,  and  am 
always  interested  in  the  conclusions  which  are  arrived  at  there.  Such  conclusions 
are  always  logical,  and  show  great  familiarity  with  the  Indian  question. 


It  has  been  a  cause  of  regret  during  the  time  the  government  and  the  churches 
have  been  endeavoring  to  civilize  the  Indian  that  more  persons  have  not  devoted 
their  lives  to  the  work,  and  lived  out,  in  the  very  midst  of  the  Indians,  the  ex- 
amples we  wished  them  to  follow  and  practice.  It  is  wise  to  have  a  good,  well- 
defined  Indian  policy,  and  to  have  appropriations  sufficient  to  carry  it  out ;  but  it 
is  necessary  to  have  persons  on  the  ground  who  are  competent  to  carry  out  the 
policy,  and  to  see  that  the  money  and  means  furnished  are  wisely  applied.  Like 
other  occupations,  it  requires  experience  and  personal  acquaintance  with  the  work, 
in  order  to  fit  any  one  for  the  service.  When  this  is  obtained,  perhaps  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  government,  and  the  person  is  fitted  to  do  practical  work,  the 
government  should  avail  itself  of  that  employee's  services  as  long,  at  least,  as  the 
person  is  willing  to  continue  in  the  ser\ace  and  do  good  practical  work.  In 
the  past,  under  my  own  observation,  this  has  not  always  been  done ;  and,  corre- 
spondingly, the  work  has  been  retarded. 

I  am  glad  to  see  that  from  year  to  year  the  tendency  is  toward  giving  due 
appreciation  to  efficient  employees  in  the  Indian  service;  and,  in  so  doing,  the 
cause  of  civilization  is  being  advanced.  In  my  own  experience  I  find  that  a  few 
months  or  years  is  too  short  a  time  in  which  to  teach  a  heathen  people  the  arts 
and  methods  of  civilization,  and  to  have  them  adopt  habits  different  from  what 
they  have  been  accustomed  to  for  generations. 

I  assumed  charge  of  this  school  after  about  eighteen  years*  residence  among  the 
Cheyenne  and  Arapahoe  Indians,  which  time  was  mostly  spent  in  endeavors  to 
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civilize  and  educate  them.  My  experience  taught  me  that  the  greatest  good  could 
be  accomplished  through  schools,  and  that  they  would  prove  the  most  potent 
factors  in  the  effort  of  the  government  to  "  solve  the  Indian  question,"  and  at  the 
same  time  keep  the  adults  following  along  in  its  wake. 

I  believe  an  Indian  boarding-school  should  be  largely,  if  not  wholly,  self-sus- 
taining. This  school  was  started  with  this  aim  in  view;  and  thus  far  in  its  short 
career  (having  only  been  in  operation  since  Jan.  ii,  1893)  we  have  so  succeeded 
that  we  are  now  able  to  furnish  seventv-five  per  cent,  of  the  subsistence  used  by 
the  school.  We  have  now  only  one-half  of  our  school  reservation  under  fence 
and  cultivation ;  and  I  believe  that,  when  the  plant  is  fully  developed  and  stocked 
up,  we  will  be  able  to  make  it  fully  self-supporting.  This,  I  believe,  should  be 
the  policy  of  all  Indian  boarding-schools,  where  there  is  sufficient  land  for  cultiva- 
tion and  grazing. 

There  is  one  thing  connected  with  Indian  education  that  seems  to  retard  the 
results  desired,  which  is  this:  For  instance,  at  this  colony  where  our  school  is 
located,  only  about  half  the  children  that  are  of  school  age  can  be  accommodated : 
the  other  half  are  left  in  camp  to  grow  up  under  the  tutorage  of  their  parents,  who, 
of  course,  train  them  in  the  customs  and  superstitions  of  their  tribes.  Those  we 
now  have  in  school  must  go  out  from  here,  and  affiliate  with  those  brought  up  in 
camp ;  and,  as  the  natural  tendency  is  downward,  we  will  lose  a  large  i>er  cent, 
of  the  progress  made  by  the  "pulling  down"  influence  of  the  non-educated 
Indians.  Notwithstanding  this,  the  whole  tribe  will  be  as  much  better  for  the 
influence  of  the  school  as  the  educated  would  be  worse  for  the  association  with 
camp  influence.  What  I  want  is  school  facilities  sufficient  to  accommodate  every 
child  in  this  colony.  I  would  have  every  child  with  its  face  turned  toward  civiliza- 
tion, and  making  progress  according  to  their  several  talents.  In  the  mean  time 
which  way  would  the  face  of  the  parents  be  turned  ?  Toward  their  children  and 
their  future,  of  course.  A  prominent  Cheyenne,  who  had  never  before  put  bis 
children  in  school,  recently  put  all  of  them  under  my  care,  saying:  "Tell  me 
how  to  make  a  home  and  live  a  civilized  life.  I  find  that  I  must  do  this  or  lose 
my  children,  as  they  are  being  educated  away  from  me ;  and  I  must  follow  them 
while  I  live." 

Before  the  school  had  started,  and  while  I  was  farmer  for  the  Indians,  I  had 
labored  in  vain  to  get  this  Indian  interested  in  making  himself  a  home ;  but  now 
his  children  have  turned  his  thoughts  in  this  direction  simply  by  going  to  school 
Thus  "  a  little  child  shall  lead  them." 

I  have  asked  for  an  additional  building,  but  have  not  yet  succeeded  in  getting 
it.  One  year  ago  I  asked  for  a  larger  building,  and  was  told  that  there  was  room 
at  other  schools  for  all  that  could  not  be  accommodated  here.  One  year  has 
passed ;  and  not  one  of  those  children  has  gone  to  other  schools,  neither  can  they 
be  sent  away,  according  to  present  regulations,  until  they  have  been  four  years  in 
the  home  school. 

Thus  you  see  that  upward  of  sixty  children  of  this  colony  are  now  growing  up 
in  ignorance,  who  would  go  to  school  if  there  were  an  opportunity  to  do  so  near 
their  own  homes.  Could  they  be  put  in  school,  the  parents  of  fifty  more  children 
could  be  drawn  toward  civilization  by  the  love  they  bear  for  their  children. 

One  of  our  school-girls  became  defective  in  sight  at  the  commencement  of  this 
term ;  and  I  told  her  father  that  he  had  best  not  put  her  in  school  this  year,  as 
she  could  not  see  well  to  study,  and  that  her  place  was  needed  for  some  other 
child  who  could  see.  The  father  said  that  it  was  true  that  his  daughter  could  not 
see  well,  but  that  her  hearing  was  good,  and  she  could  hear  the  hymns  sung  and 
prayers  offered,  and  it  would  keep  her  from  growing  up  with  a  bad  heart.  The 
girl  is  yet  in  school,  and  under  the  influence  her  Indian  father  chose  for  her. 

Our  school  is  overcrowded.  We  now  have  enrolled  fifteen  more  pupils  than 
our  building  should  accommodate.  I  have  not  the  heart  to  send  them  away  to  a 
place  where  they  will  not  hear  a  hymn  sung  or  a  prayer  offered. 

While  it  would  be  a  pleasure  to  be  at  the  Conference  on  account  of  what  I 
could  learn,  yet  I  would  prize  the  occasion  more  for  the  opportunity  it  would 
afford  me  of  meeting  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  influence,  and,  perhaps,  some 
officials  of  the  Indian  Office  to  whom  I  might  make  a  plea  for  a  larger  school 
building. 

For  $2,800  I  can  erect  a  building  sufficiently  large  to  accommodate  forty  more 
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children.     I  can  furnish  |i,ooo  of  this  amount  by  the  product  of  our  saw-mill  and 
work  and  material  furnished  on  the  ground  by  the  school  force. 

The  expense  of  taking  these  children  to  Carlisle  and  return  would  be  $70  each. 
This  would  amount  to  ^2,800,  the  cost  of  the  proposed  building.  Then,  as  we 
can  make  them  from  the  start  earn  seventy-five  per  cent,  of  their  own  living,  with 
a  prospect  of  their  soon  being  able  to  earn  it  all,  I  do  not  know  what  more  is 
required  to  show  the  wisdom  of  giving  us  increased  facilities. 

In  this  letter  I  have  endeavored  to  point  out  the  way  to  civilize  the  Indians  of 
this  colony,  and  all  that  is  lacking  in  the  accomplishment  of  the  plan  is.  the  means 
to  carry  out  the  undertaking.  To  do  this,  every  child  should  be  provided  with 
an  opportunity  to  attend  school  near  its  home,  where  its  influence  will  be  of 
benefit  to  its  parents.  Everything  I  have  learned  in  twenty-one  years*  work 
with  these  Indians  points  to  this  plan.  As  we  are  now  situated,  with  four  sections 
of  land  which  can  be  cultivated  for  use  of  the  school,  we  can  so  far  reduce  the 
exi>ense  of  education  that  it  should  not  stand  in  the  way  of  providing  the  plant  to- 
properly  care  for  and  educate  such  pupils  as  seek  and  beg  for  entrance. 

If  you  can  in  any  way  bring  this  matter  before  persons  in  attendance  at  the 
Conference  that  could  assist  me  in  procuring  what  we  need,  you  will  have  accom- 
plished an  act  of  lasting  benefit  to  these  Indians  and  the  cause  of  Indian 
education. 

With  kindest  regards  and  best  wishes  for  successful  meeting,  I  am, 

Very  truly, 

John  H.  Seger, 

Superintendent. 

Darwin  R.  James. —  As  a  member  of  the  Board  of  United  States 
Indian  Commissioners,  I  made  an  extended  trip  in  May  and  June ; 
but  in  the  time  allotted  to  me  it  will  be  impossible  to  go  into  details^ 
but  I  am  anxious  to  present  a  few  salient  points. 

First,  as  to  the  Navajoes :  they  are  in  an  extremely  destitute  con- 
dition. Heretofore  they  have  been  self-sustaining.  It  has  been  the 
general  impression  that  they  were  possessed  of  ample  wealth,  with 
their  large  flocks  of  sheep  and  their  droves  of  ponies,  their  blanket- 
weaving,  and  other  sources  of  revenue ;  but,  whatever  they  may  have 
been,  they  are  very  destitute  at  the  present  time,  and,  unless  relief  is 
furnished,  it  is  feared  that  many  will  perish.  The  agent,  Lieutenant 
Plummer,  informed  us  that  a  bill  was  introduced  before  adjournment 
of  Congress,  appropriating  $25,000  for  their  relief.  It  is  a  matter 
of  great  importance  that  it  be  passed  early  during  next  session. 
The  Navajoes  have  never  received  aid  from  the  government,  and 
would  not  ask  it  now,  except  that  a  succession  of  four  unusually  dry 
seasons  prevented  them  from  getting  much  in  the  way  of  crops^ 
which,  added  to  the  extremely  low  price  of  wool  (^\^  cents  per 
pound),  their  inability  to  sell  sheep  or  ponies  because  of  the  hard 
times,  has  forced  them  into  their  present  condition. 

They  had  great  hope  early  in  the  spring  that  some  relief  would 
be  afforded  through  the  development  of  irrigation,  there  being  in  the 
United  States  treasury  $62,000  available ;  but  they  were  doomed  to 
disappointment.  Mr.  Vincent,  the  engineer  who  had  been  sent  out 
to  have  charge  of  the  work,  was  practically  doing  nothing.  Presi- 
dent Meserve,  whom  I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  at  Fort  Defiance, 
and  myself  had  a  lengthy  interview  with  him;  but  nothing  came 
from  it  so  far  as  we  heard.  I  understand  he  has  lately  been 
removed.  The  agent.  Lieutenant  Plummer,  was  fulfilling  the  duties 
of  the  ol!ice  with  great  acceptance.     He  had  gained  the  respect  and 
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love  of  the  Indians  to  a  remarkable  degree.  The  children  of  the 
school,  particularly  the  smaller  ones,  hung  around  him  continually 
when  out  of  school,  showing  the  utmost  confidence  in  him.  It  was  • 
an  interesting  sight.  Plummer  is  a  grand  man ;  and  I  sincerely  hope 
he  may  be  induced  to  reconsider  his  resignation,  which  was  recently 
forwarded  to  the  Indian  Office.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the 
Honorable  Commissioner  regrets  that  he  sent  it  in.  And  here  let 
me  say  a  word  or  two  upon  the  subject  of  detailing  army  officers  to 
act  as  Indian  agents.  It  will  be  recollected  that  the  Mohonk  Con- 
ferences were  not  altogether  favorable  to  such  a  course, —  in  fact, 
were  rather  opposed  to  its  being  done ;  but  my  observation  upon  this 
trip  leads  me  to  speak  favorably  of  the  action  of  Congress  in  provid- 
ing for  such  a  course.  Three  out  of  four  whom  I  met  were  doing 
excellent  work.  I  see  no  objection  to  mentioning  their  names, — 
Lieutenant  Plummer  among  the  Navajoes,  Captain  BuUis  in  charge 
of  the  Pueblo  Indians,  and  Captain  Woodson  at  Darlington,  Okla., 
in  charge  of  the  Cheyennes  and  Arapahoes. 

Second,  as  to  the  Cheyennes  and  Arapahoes.  Captain  Woodson 
IS  making  a  strong  effort  to  get  the  Indians  upon  their  allotments; 
and  I  think  he  is  meeting  with  some  success,  at  least  he  is  succeed- 
ing in  keeping  them  away  from  the  agency.  He  allows  no  Indians 
to  loaf  around  headquarters.  In  fact,  1  saw  scarce  any  Indian  police 
or  employees  at  Darlington.  He  subdivided  the  land,  which  was  the 
reservation  before  allotments  were  made,  into  nine  portions,  over 
<iach  of  which  he  has  a  farmer,  whose  duty  it  is  to  advise  and  assist 
the  Indians  in  all  ways  possible.  The  plan  is  working  so  well  that 
he  desires  to  still  further  subdivide  and  appoint  more  farmers  as  sub- 
agents,  if  the  Honorable  Commissioner  will  back  him.  We  spent 
much  of  one  afternoon  in  a  conference  with  Chief  "  Young  Whirl- 
wind." "Rising  Elk,"  and  "Medicine  Crazy**  over  the  proposition 
to  ask  Congress  to  permit  the  Indians  to  use  part  of  their  reserve 
money  in  Washington  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  house  and  barn 
upon  their  allotments,  to  fence  the  same,  to  break  up  some  of  the 
land  for  seed-planting,  etc.  The  proposition  meets  the  approval 
of  the  Indian  Office.  We  advised  them  to  go  to  their  people  and 
discuss  the  plan  fully  and  carefully,  and  then  to  meet  in  conference 
and  act  understandingly.  If  they  decided  to  do  it,  to  draw  a  petition 
to  Congress  to  grant  their  request.  As  I  have  already  said.  Captain 
Woodson  is  exceedingly  anxious  to  get  them  upon  their  allotments, 
and  working  the  same.  He  thinks  this  method,  if  adopted,  and  he 
is  left  to  carry  it  out,  will  accompHsh  the  object.  Here  is  their 
reply :  — 

Chief  Young  Whirlwind, —  I  want  to  say  a  few  words.  From  what  you  say 
I  am  led  to  believe  that  the  idea  of  using  part  of  our  money  originated  in  the 
department  at  Washington.  I  have  been  to  Washington  twice.  Before  this 
house  was  built  years  ago,  the  Great  Father  told  me  it  would  be  built,  and  that  it 
would  be  the  place  where  the  big  men  would  come  to  talk  to  us. 

You  are  an  old  man  and  full  grown,  and  I  believe  you  are  honest  in  all  you  say. 
This  is  not  the  first  time  I  have  talked  with  big  men ;  for  many  councils  have  been 
lield  here,  and  I  have  always  been  one  of  the  chief  spokesmen.  I  have  been  a 
leader  ever  since  I  was  a  young  man  in  things  of  this  kind. 
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I  have  never  taken  my  shares  of  money  due  from  the  sale  of  our  surplus  lands. 
I  was  ashamed,  and  that  is  the  reason  why  I  did  not  take  it  as  the  others  have 
done.  A  few  of  the  chiefs  and  head  men  sold  the  surplus  lands  of  our  reserva- 
tion, and  I  opposed  it.  It  was  my  intention  to  have  all  assemble  in  council,  and 
discuss  the  question  of  sale  of  the  surplus  land ;  but  a  few  sold  it,  and  it  looks  tO' 
me  as  though  thieves  had  stolen  it. 

I  see  that  what  I  say  is  being  written.  I  like  to  see  that,  and  hope  my  words, 
go  back  with  you  to  Washington.  When  I  was  in  Washington,  I  told  the  Great 
Father  that  I  would  be  ready  to  talk  about  allotments  in  severalty  and  the- 
disposal  of  the  surplus  land  two  or  three  years  before  our  treaty  expired.  Three 
years  of  the  treaty  now  remain.  They  should  have  waited  until  now  to  sell  the- 
land  and  make  the  allotments. 

I  am  getting  old,  and  am  almost  unable  to  labor  for  my  own  subsistence.  I 
have  made  up  my  mind  to  take  the  good  advice  of  my  agent.  Captain  Woodson^ 
and  ask  Congress  to  allow  the  use  of  a  portion  of  our  money  for  the  purpose  of 
improving  our  allotments.  I  have  asked  Captain  Woodson  to  send  for  all  the 
money  that  is  due  me  from  the  sale  of  our  reservation.  I  want  to  see  how  much 
it  is.  I  want  to  look  at  it,  and  then  I  will  turn  it  over  to  Captain  Woodson 
to  keep  for  me.     I  hope  it  will  come  soon. 

I  know  how  to  reason.  I  do  not  tell  the  white  men  what  is  not  true.  I  have 
spoken  for  myself  in  regard  to  asking  Congress  to  divert  our  permanent  fund  for 
improvements  on  our  allotments.  The  Cheyennes  will  hold  a  great  council- 
They  will  talk  this  matter  over  among  themselves  and  make  their  decision. 

I  am  glad  that  I  am  here  to  meet  you.  I  am  not  at  the  agency  very  often.  I 
live  out  on  the  Washita  River.  The  reason  why  I  asked  for  my  money  is,  I  want 
no  bad  white  men  to  spend  it  for  me.  Each  Indian  now  has  to  look  out  for  him- 
self and  care  for  what  he  has.  When  the  Indians  drew  their  first  big  money,  they 
passed  my  tepee  driving  big  teams  and  new  wagons  and  buggies,  and  threw  the 
dust  in  my  eyes.  But  I  could  not  say  a  word,  because  I  did  not  draw  my  money 
and  had  no  right  to.  At  that  time  I  determined  not  to  draw  my  money  until  I 
saw  how  the  other  Indians  came  out  with  their  fine  horses  and  carriages.  I  don't 
know  how  they  will  all  come  out,  but  I  do  not  see  many  big  horses  and  new  car- 
riages now. 

I  want  to  tell  you  of  one  thing  I  do  not  like  and  do  not  want.  W^hen  the 
agreement  was  made  for  the  sale  of  our  surplus  lands,  the  Commissioners  told  us 
that  twenty-five  years  would  elapse  before  our  allotments  would  be  subject  to 
taxation ;  and  it  is  my  understanding  that  all  our  personal  property  received  from 
the  government  is  exempt.  Now,  the  white  men  come,  and  ask  me  how  many 
ponies  I  have.  They  want  to  know  all  about  my  land  and  ploughs  and  such 
things,  and  they  want  to  compel  me  to  pay  a  tax  on  it.  I  do  not  think  they  ought 
to  be  allowed  to  do  this,  and  I  do  not  think  that  they  can  tax  us  until  after  twenty- 
five  years. 

Rising  Elk. —  I  was  glad  to  hear  Whirlwind  say  he  was  talking  for  himself. 
I  did  not  take  the  shares  due  me  from  the  sale  of  surplus  lands,  either.  I  have 
heard  the  Cheyennes  at  Cantonment  say  that  they  were  not  ready  to  vote  on  the 
question  of  diverting  the  permanent  fund  until  after  they  have  had  their  big 
council.  As  for  myself,  I  do  not  want  to  do  it.  I  want  to  see  what  kind  of  a 
house  the  government  builds  for  Whirlwind,  and  then  I  will  make  up  my  mind 
what  to  do. 

In  case  I  want  a  house,  there  is  a  large  sum  of  money  due  me  from  the  sale  of 
our  lands ;  and  I  can  build  one.  I  am  not  a  child,  and  am  not  afraid  to  talk. 
Still,  all  I  can  say  will  not  influence  the  Cantonment  majority. 

Medicine  Crazy. —  I  came  down  from  Cantonment,  but  not  to  talk.  I  did 
not  expect  to  meet  a  man  from  Washington.  The  words  of  Young  Whirlwind 
and  Rising  Elk  have  set  me  to  thinking.  I  have  heard  at  Cantonment  of  this 
matter  of  using  a  part  of  our  money  to  improve  our  allotments.  The  dog  soldiers, 
have  not  said  they  would  favor  it  or  not.     They  are  in  the  minority. 

I  want  to  have  every  one  of  the  Indians  speak  for  themselves  on  this  subject, 
and  become  satisfied  and  know  what  will  be  done.  These  dog  soldiers  have  just 
stopped  on  the  road,  and  are  undetermined  whether  to  take  the  white  man's  way 
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or  not.  We  will  hold  a  big  council,  and  decide  whether  to  ask  Congress  to  allow 
the  use  of  a  part  of  our  money  for  the  improvement  of  our  allotments  in  the  way 
mentioned. 

Third,  as  to  schools.  I  have  visited  a  large  number,  and,  as  a 
whole,  am  able  to  report  encouragingly. 

Heretofore,  in  visiting  them,  I  have  found  many  absentees.  This 
trip  there  were  practically  none.  The  schools  were  full,  hardly  any 
absentees,  and  scarce  any  sick.  I  have  been  in  schools  where  many 
were  absent,  where  there  were  runaways,  where  there  were  several 
who  were  seriously  sick ;  but  this  trip  all  was  brighter,  and  more  con- 
tentment existed.  The  superintendents  and  teachers  were  hard  at 
work,  and  intelligently  so.  Where  I  visited,  there  had  been  few 
changes  in  the  corps  of  workers.  My  experiences,  as  a  whole,  were 
encouraging.     I  am  sorry  not  to  be  able  to  give  a  fuller  report. 


ADDRESS   BY   REV.    DR.   JAMES   M.    KING. 

These  reports  of  progress  toward  civilization  among  the  different 
tribes  of  Indians  in  this  country  have  delighted  me.  My  heart  has 
gone  out  toward  them  all.  My  personal  experience  among  the  Ind- 
ians has  been  confined  to  a  single  tribe,  and  that  tribe  has  not  been 
referred  to  here.  It  is  a  tribe  that  can  only  be  civilized  by  being  ex- 
terminated. It  is  the  most  perfect  illustration  extant  of  the  princi- 
ples involved  in  the  United  States  government's  theory  of  dealing 
with  the  Indians.  This  tribe  has  for  a  long  time  held  undisputed 
sway  over  a  rich  "  reservation,"  and  has  been  supported  and  drawing 
rich  rations  without  any  returns  of  toil  or  payment  of  taxes.  This  is 
the  Tammany  tribe  on  Manhattan  Island.  Thank  God,  the  time 
seems  to  be  near  at  hand  when  the  white  settlers  and  sovereigns  so 
long  subject  to  the  Tammany  sachems,  and  whose  ancestors  have 
been  robbed  and  scalped  by  these  immigrant  savages,  are  about  to 
rebel,  and,  asserting  their  rights  to  "  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of 
happiness,"  destroy  the  "reservation"  system,  and,  in  accord  with 
the  recent  practice  of  the  general  government  in  appointing  army 
officers  as  Indian  agents,  place  a  military  man 'over  the  Tammany 
tribe  in  the  person  of  Colonel  William  L.  Strong.  The  dangerous 
element  of  control  in  this  tribe  is  the  same  as  that  which  has  dis- 
turbed the  peace  in  other  tribes;  namely,  a  political  ecclesiasticism. 

God  has  so  constituted  affairs  in  this  country  and  so  bound  the 
people  together  that  he  does  not  allow  the  United  States  to  solve 
any  problem  unless  its  solution  takes  in  the  weal  of  all  the  people. 
There  are  but  250,000  Indians  left  in  this  country,  but  every  principle 
involved  in  efforts  for  their  civilization  touches  the  fundamental  gov- 
ernmental principles  underlying  the  well-being  of  65,000,000. 

The  past  general  policy  of  treatment  of  the  Indian  has  been  that 
of  isolation  or  separation  from  the  ordinary  civilizing  influences  ex- 
isting throughout  other   portions  of  the  country.     We  have  called 
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him  the  "  \\ard"  of  the  nation,  and  in  the  very  name  has  been  con- 
ceded the  secret  of  our  failure  in  attempting  to  civilize  and  assimilate 
him.  One  proof  that  our  people  are  learning  some  of  the  primary 
lessons  of  republicanism  and  Christianity  is  the  disuse  of  the  word 
"  ward  "  in  discussing  the  Indian  problem.  It  is  to  be  hoped  in  this 
matter  that,  in  the  language  of  the  politicians  on  the  night  of  elec- 
tion day,  "the  last  ward  has  been  heard  from." 

We  have  been  slow  to  learn,  but  we  are  learning,  the  lesson  that 
like  causes  produce  like  effects  in  this  problem  as  in  all  others.  If 
we  are  to  fit  the  Indian  for  citizenship,  we  must  use  the  same  appli- 
ances that  we  use  in  fitting  other  races  for  citizenship.  The  com- 
mon school  is  the  great  leveller  and  moulder  of  youth  in  preparing 
them  for  the  duties  of  sovereigns  in  the  Tepublic.  Years  ago  this 
Conference  expressed  its  conviction  in  favor  of  the  extension  among 
the  Indians  of  the  common-school  system,  and  in  favor  of  the  grad- 
ual withdrawal  of  governmental  aid  to  sectarian  schools,  and  since 
that  time  great  progress  has  been  made  in  carrying  out  this  common- 
sense  American  policy ;  and  now  opposition  to  it  has  either  sub- 
stantially ceased  or  become  so  exceptional  as  to  make  it  conspicuous 
by  its  isolation. 

Since  the  principle  of  treating  the  Indians  as  though  we  expected 
to  make  citizens  of  them  has  taken  root  m  the  minds  of  the  law- 
maker, the  humanitarian,  the  patriot,  and  the  Christian,  the  question 
of  appropriations  of  national  funds  for  sectarian  education  among 
them  has  assumed  vital  importance,  because  it  injected  another  ex- 
periment into  the  problem,  and  put  a  premium  on  rivalry  which 
amounted  to  contention  between  different  systems  of  ecclesiasticism, 
which  is  never  a  winning  or  conquering  spectacle  in  the  presence  of 
Paganism. 

While  the  members  of  the  National  League  for  the  Protection 
of  American  Institutions  which  I  am  permitted  to  represent  have 
been  interested  in  all  the  factors  entering  into  the  solution  of  the 
Indian  problem,  they  have  been  especially  active  in  attempting  to 
put  an  end  to  the  dangerous  experiment  in  essential  union  of  Church 
and  State  at  the  treasury  point  involved  in  sectarian  appropriations 
of  national  funds  for  Indian  education  ;  and  they  have  approached 
all  of  the  religious  denominations  involved  impartially  and  in  the 
same  spirit. 

When  the  League  was  organized  in  1889,  the  great  bodies  of 
religious  people  represented  by  the  Methodists,  Episcopalians,  Con- 
gregationalists,  Presbyterians,  Lutherans,  Mennonites,  Friends, 
Roman  Catholics,  and  others,  were  receiving  yearly  from  the  United 
States  government  large  sums  of  money  for  sectarian  work  among 
the  Indians.  In  many  States  and  municipalities  grants  of  large 
sums  of  money  were  yearly  made  to  private  charitable  institutions. 
The  evils  resulting  from  such  grants  were  manifold,  and  were  widely 
felt.  During  the  past  fiyQ  years  a  right  public  sentiment  has  been 
formed  on  this  important  matter.  The  principles  involved  have 
become  a  living  issue  with  the  public,  and  they  demand  a  settle- 
ment.    They  have  been   the   theme  of   thousands  of  sermons,  ad- 
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dresses,  discussions,  newspaper  and  magazine  articles,  many  of 
which  have  entered  into  permanent  literature.  The  tone  of  dis- 
cussion which  has  resulted  shows  that  there  is  a  gradual  approach 
to  public  agreement  as  to  the  harmfulness  of  the  practice  of  appro- 
priating public  money  to  sectarian  institutions,  or,  indeed,  to  private 
institutions  of  any  kind.  There  is  a  growing  conviction  of  the 
necessity  of  prohibiting  such  grants  by  constitutional  enactment. 

After  five  years  of  educational  and  aggressive  work  on  the  matter 
of  sectarian  appropriations  by  the  national  government  for  Indian 
education,  the  National  League  has  secured  the  indorsement  of  its 
proposed  form  of  XVI.  Amendment  to  the  United  States  Constitu- 
tion by  the  highest  representative  bodies  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal, 
Methodist  Episcopal,  Methodist  Episcopal  South,  Baptist,  Presby- 
terian, United  Presbyterian,  and  Congregational  Churches.  It  has 
secured  the  withdrawal  from  consent  to  receive  appropriations  by 
Congress  for  sectarian  Indian  education  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal, 
Presbyterian,  Methodist  Episcopal,  Congregational,  and  Unitarian 
Churches. 

It  has  secured  the  following  action  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  Senate  which  promises  a  speedy  settlement  of  this  important 
question  :  — 

Prmfidedy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  is  hereby  directed  to  inquire  into 
and  investigate  the  propriety  of  discontinuing  contract  schools,  and  whether,  in  his 
judgment,  the  same  can  be  done  without  detriment  to  the  education  of  the 
Indian  children ;  and  that  he  submit  to  Congress  at  the  next  session  the  result  of 
such  investigation,  including  an  estimate  of  the  additional  cost,  if  any,  of  substi- 
tuting government  schools  for  contract  schools,  together  with  such  recommenda- 
tions as  he  may  deem  proper. 

Since  this  action  was  taken,  the  Interior  Department  has  an- 
nounced its  settled  policy  to  be  the  discontinuance  as  speedily  as 
possible  of  all  aid  to  sectarian  contract  schools. 

Twenty-five  States  now  contain  constitutional  prohibitions  against 
a  division  of  the  common  school  fund,  and  most  of  them  against 
sectarian  appropriations.  Seventeen  of  these  States  have  either 
adopted  or  reaffirmed  such  amendments  to  their  organic  law  since 
the  movement  for  an  amendment  to  the  United  States  Constitution 
was  initiated.  In  the  State  of  New  York,  after  a  spirited  campaign, 
a  great  and  decisive  victory  has  been  won  in  the  Constitutional  Con- 
vention by  the  adoption  of  the  following  amendment  on  the  school 
question  :  — 

Neither  the  State  nor  any  subdivision  thereof  shall  use  its  property  or  credit  or 
any  public  money,  or  authorize  or  permit  either  to  be  used,  directly  or  indirectly, 
in  aid  or  maintenance,  other  than  for  examination  or  inspection,  of  any  school  or 
institution  of  learning  wholly  or  in  part  under  the  control  or  direction  of  any 
religious  denomination,  or  m  which  any  denominational  tenet  or  doctrine  is 
taught.* 

It  is  a  notable  historic  fact  that,  while  President  Grant,  with  best 
intent,  called  upon  the  different  religious  denominations  to  aid  the 

*Thi8  amendment  was  ratified  by  the  people  on  Nov.  6,  1894. 
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government  in  civilizing  the  Indians  by  Christianizing  them,  and 
thus  initiated  the  practice  of  sectarian  appropriations  by  the  national 
Government,  he  also  proposed  by  message  an  amendment  to  the 
United  States  Constitution  similar  to  the  XVI.  Amendment  advo- 
cated by  the  National  League.  This  amendment  was  introduced  by 
the  Hon.  James  G.  Blaine  in  the  House  of  Representatives  on 
Dec.  14,  1875,  was  approved  by  the  extraordinary  vote  of  180  ayes 
to  7  noes,  but  was  lost  in  the  Senate  by  28  ayes  to  16  noes, — 
lacking  the  requisite  majority  of  two-thirds.  Thus,  while  President 
Grant  was  the  author  of  a  policy  which,  however  helpful  for  a  period, 
contained  hidden  elements  of  peril,  he  also  initiated  a  movement 
which  was  destined  permanently  to  avert  the  peril  when  it  appeared. 

One  of  the  most  magnificent  spectacles  in  modern  history  is  the 
action  taken  against  sectarian  appropriations,  and  for  essential  sepa- 
ration of  Church  and  State,  by  the  highest  representative  bodies  of 
the  great  Protestant  denominations^  representing  a  membership  of 
nearly  eight  millions  and  a  constituency  of  fully  thirty  millions 
of  our  people.  Most  of  these  churches  were  drawing  funds  from 
the  United  States  treasury.  The  Baptist  Church,  it  is  but  justice  to 
say,  has  never  received  grants  from  the  national  treasury  to  aid  it 
in  its  work  among  the  Indians. 

The  National  League  has  made  the  same  appeals  to  the  authori- 
ties of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  including  the  Bureau  of  Catholic 
Indian  Missions,  the  meeting  of  the  archbishops  and  the  papal 
legate  Satolli,  as  it  has  made  to  the  other  churches,  asking  the 
withdrawal  of  this  church  from  the  receipt  of  national  funds  for  its 
sectarian  work  among  the  Indians;  but  up  to  the  present  time  no 
favorable  response  has  been  received  and  no  favorable  action  has 
been  taken.  This  church  now  stands  almost  alone  in  its  relation 
of  pensioner  on  the  national  treasury.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that 
Congress  will  not  long  venture  to  make  appropriations  from  the  taxes 
of  the  people  to  a  single  church,  as  that  would  constitute  the  direct 
union  of  a  church  with  the  State ;  and  on  this  subject  the  American 
people  have  convictions  that  law-makers  will  not  trifle  with. 

I  believe  that  the  simple  fact  of  the  churches  being  called  upon 
to  supplement  and  make  up  the  deficiencies  caused  by  the  with- 
drawal from  the  use  of  the  funds  of  the  government  is  one  of  the 
best  things  that  has  happened  to  the  churches  of  this  country.  It  is 
a  separation  based  on  self-respect.  I  want  to  say  that,  as  a  general 
principle,  and  as  the  result  of  my  study  of  many  years,  the  inevitable 
tendency  of  an  appropriation  from  national,  State,  county,  or  munici- 
pal treasuries  is  to  stunt  the  benevolence  of  the  people. 

Let  the  national  government  make  ample  provision  for  the  indus- 
trial and  civil  education  of  the  Indians,  and  keep  sacred  its  treaties, 
and  let  the  churches  carry  the  gospel  of  Christ  to  them  the  same  as 
they  do  to  other  races  of  men,  and  let  each  honestly  pay  their  own 
bills,  and  the  result  must  be  that  the  original  Americans  will  become 
civilized  and  Christianized  Americans,  and  the  Indian  problem  will 
be  solved. 

Is  not  the  time  ripe  for  the  Mohonk  Conference,  which  has  so 
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often  determined  the  policy  of  governmental  authorities  on  the  Ind- 
ian question,  to  put  on  record  its  belief  that  hereafter  the  churches 
should  do  their  own  work  among  the  Indians  at  their  own  expense, 
and  that  the  national  government  should  no  longer  pay  money  out 
of  the  national  treasury  for  the  support  of  sectarian  contract  schools  ? 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  by  Rev.  Dr.  Lippincott,  of 
Philadelphia,  and,  according  to  the  rules,  was  referred  to  the  Busi- 
ness Committee: — 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  steps  have  already  been  taken  to  inquire  into  the 
relation  of  the  government  to  the  so-called  contract  schools  among  the  Indians ; 
and  in  view  of  the  further  fact  that  many  of  the  leading  churches  of  che  country 
have,  in  their  highest  governing  bodies,  taken  a  position  hostile  to  the  receiving 
of  public  money  for  their  own  schools, 

Resolved^  That,  in  our  judgment,  no  public  money  ought  under  any  circum- 
stances to  be  voted  for  the  support  of  schools  of  any  grade  which  are  not  owned 
and  controlled  by  the  government  itself. 

Dr.  Lemuel  Morse. —  Reference  has  been  made  to  the  peace 
policy  of  General  Grant.  I  think  it  pertinent  to  the  matter  before 
us,  as  well  as  to  the  general  subject,  to  say  that  in  quite  a  conversa- 
tion with  him  after  he  became  President  of  the  United  States  he 
made  a  remark  that  has  been  recalled  a  good  many  times  during 
these  debates.  He  said :  **I  do  not  expect  to  accomplish  very  much 
in  carrying  out  this  peace  policy  ;  but  I  do  expect  to  secure  this, — 
that  the  public  mincj  shall  be  so  acquainted  with  new  possibilities  in 
regard  to  the  care  of  the  Indians  that  they  will  never  be  willing  to  go 
entirely  back  to  the  old  chaotic  arrangement."  I  am  sure  this  Con- 
ference is  an  abundant  witness  to  the  foresight  of  his  remark  as  well 
as  the  wisdom  of  his  suggestion.  I  have  the  honor  to  belong  to  that 
denomination  to  which  Dr.  King  has  so  kindly  referred  as  never 
having  had  its  hands  in  the  public  treasury  in  the  matter  of  Indian 
education.  We  are  doing  something  among  the  Indians,  and  we 
are  paying  our  own  bills ;  and  I  hope  we  shall  do  still  more  when  we 
are  relieved  from  the  burden  of  taxation  to  carry  on  the  work  of 
other  denominations. 

Bishop  Walker,  of  Dakota,  was  next  introduced. 

Bishop  Walker. —  I  have  had  a  sad  heart  since  I  came  here,  be- 
cause I  have  thought  there  was  little  sympathy  with  the  Indians. 
We  have  talked  so  much  about  making  them  conform  to  the  white 
man's  ways.  I  believe  in  progress.  I  believe  in  doing  everything 
we  can  to  advance  this  people,  in  using  every  means  that  is 
kindly  in  pushing  them  forward.  But  there  is  such  a  thing  as  being 
hard  to  a  people  who  are  young, —  people  who  do  not  know  what 
this  progress  that  you  are  proposing  for  them  is.  When  I  heard 
this  proposition, —  that  they  should  be  submitted  to  white  man's  laws 
and  white  man's  courts, —  I  felt  sad,  because,  if  you  submit  them  to 
the  white  man's  laws  as  they  stand  to-day,  and  as  the  law  stands  in 
many  parts  of  the  West,  you  will  find  that  the  Indian  will  be  ground 
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to  powder.  You  will  say  that  I  am  a  retrogressive  man,  and  belong 
to  the  old  regime.  I  am  not.  I  want  to  see  things  go  forward, 
but  I  want  to  see  that  sympathy,  that  pity,  that  love,  which 'the  Sa- 
viour of  the  world  brought  down,  shown  towards  this  people.  I  feel 
that  we  are  to  bear,  with  them,  and  not  use  hard  measures  to  compel 
them  to  conform  to  our  ways.  I  am  afraid  there  is  not.  as  much 
sympathy  with  these  views  as  I  think  there  should  be.  I  would  give 
them  the  protection  of  the  law ;  but  I  would  not  put  them  where  they 
will  be  burdened  with  three  times  as  much  taxes  as  the  white  man, 
who  is  their  neighbor.  In  some  parts  of  the  West  a  non-resident  is 
taxed  two  or  three  times  as  much  as  the  man  who  is  on  the  soil.  If 
an  Indian  becomes  a  non-resident,  I  do  not  know  what  he  can  do  for 
his  protection.  White  men  would  impose  on  him  burdens ;  and,  if 
that  is  going  to  be  the  result,  the  Indian  will  be  a  very  unhappy 
man. 

Only  three  weeks  ago  I  was  on  an  Indian  reservation ;  and,  going 
up  and  down,  I  saw  things  that  made  me  sick.  It  was  a  reservation 
where  it  was  claimed  that  great  advance  had  been  made.  1,200 
men,  women,  and  children  had  taken  up  their  allotments,  almost 
to  a  man.  The  cost  of  carrying  on  that  reservation  —  the  agent's 
salary,  the  service,  the  farmer,  and  the  like  —  is  something  like 
$4,500  a  year.  I  found  eighty  families  who  to-day  have  noth- 
ing at  all  in  their  lodges  to  eat.  These  were  men  who  had  been 
working  during  this  season  and  last.  They  had  planted  their  wheat, 
done  their  best,  but  there  was  no  crop ;  and,  a§  a  result,  they  are 
starving.  I  went  from  lodge  to  lodge,  and  they  have  no  food. 
They  are  children  yet,  and  they  need  to  be  helped  along.  They  can- 
not be  thrown  into  the  water,  and  compelled  to  swim.  If  they  at- 
tempt it,  many  will  sink.  I  came  upon  one  wigwam  where  sixteen 
won>en  were  gathered.  Fifteen  of  them  had  been  invited  by  the  six- 
teenth, because  she  had  something  to  eat.  I  saw  the  great  pot  in 
the  centre  of  the  group.  It  had  in  it  a  brown,  ugly  mixture;  and  I 
found  it  was  flour,  mixed  with  water  and  choke-cherries  pounded  up, 
with  the  pits  left  in  to  **  fill  up."  You  remember  the  story  of  the 
woman  in  Scripture  who  had  a  little  meal  and  a  little  cruse  of  oil ; 
and  she  baked  a  cake  for  herself  and  child,  that  they  might  eat  it  and 
die.  That  seemed  to  me  to  be  the  condition  of  this  people.  They 
told  me  they  did  not  know  where  the  next  meal  would  come  from  ; 
and  some  of  these  women  had  babies  in  their  arms.  I  feel  that 
Christian  people  ought  to  put  their  hands  into  their  pockets,  and 
help  them.  \Vherever  we  know  there  is  suffering,  we  ought  to  help  it,  . 
if  we  can.  I  am  a  missionary  bishop,  and  the  missionary  bishop  is 
generally  in  the  begging  attitude.  Some  years  ago  I  was  at  Trinity 
College,  of  Oxford  ;  and  in  the  campus  I  saw  the  statue  of  a  bishop 
in  his  robes,  and  his  right  hand  was  uplifted,  as  if  in  benediction.  I 
asked  whom  it  represented  ;  and,  in  answering,  I  was  told  the  stor^'of 
a  layman  who  saw  the  statue,  and  asked,  as  I  had  done,  whom  it 
represented,  and  they  told  him  Bishop  Brownell.  **  Oh,"  said  he, 
"  evidently  not  a  missionary  bishop."  **  Why  do  you  say  so?  "  they 
questioned.     ''  Because,"  said  he,   **  a  missionary  bishop  would  not 
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have  his  hands  so.     He  would  have  them  both  open,  and  stretched 
out."     Again  I  stretch  out  both  of  mine  in  behalf  of  these  people. 

No  collection  was  taken  up,  but  Mr.  Smiley  placed  his  hat  upon 
the  table,  and  left  it  there  for  free  offerings  at  the  close  of  the  ses- 
sion ;  and  several  hundred  dollars  were  given  in  this  way  for  the 
starving  Indians  of  whom  Bishop  Walker  had  spoken. 

Prof.  Painter. —  This  condition  of  want  may  be  found  all 
over  the  country.  In  one  region  I  passed  through  a  field  of  fifty 
acres,  where  there  would  not  be  two  bushels  to  the  acre.  It  is 
absolute  want  for  both  white  people  and  Indians.  The  whites  will  be 
taken  care  of  in  some  way,  but  there  must  be  pressure  upon  Con- 
gress for  immediate  relief  for  these  Indians. 

Gen.  C.  H.  Howard. —  There  are  no  funds  available  without 
an  appropriation  from  Congress.  That  will  not  meet  before  Decem- 
ber, and  the  people  cannot  wait  till  then. 

The  following  letter  was  submitted  by  General  C.  H.  Howard :  — 

General  C.  H.  Howard: 

My  dear  Sir^ —  Your  remark  to  me  the  other  day  calls  to  my  mind  the  very  en- 
joyable meeting  I  had  with  the  Indian  workers  at  Lake  Mohonk  two  years  ago ; 
and  it  occurs  to  me  that  possibly,  as  the  friends  of  the  Indians  meet  again,  it  may 
not  be  uninteresting  to  them  to  know  of  our  Indian. 

You  will  remember  that  we  offered,  when  there,  to  educate  one  Indian  free ; 
that  is,  give  him  board  and  tuition  the  same  as  would  be  furnished  other  cadets 
at  $450.  The  proposition  was  turned  over  to  a  committee ;  but,  as  they  never 
acted  m  the  matter,  we  took  upon  ourselves  the  resfK)nsibility  of  doing  it  last 
year.  After  some  little  investigation  and  correspondence  we  accepted  an  Indian 
from  the  Puyallup  agency  school  near  Tacoma,  by  the  name  of  Archie  Isaac 
His  mother  is  a  full-blooded  Skohomish ;  his  father,  a  half-blooded  Squaxon.  He 
is  about  seventeen  years  of  age,  and  entered  our  Sophomore  class  one  year  ago. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  he  bore  off  the  scholarship  prize,  costing  twenty-five 
dollars.  We  do  not  mean  by  that  that  he  was  highest  in  the  school  in  attainments, 
but  the  prize  was  for  best  grade  of  work  done.  His  studies  were  geometry, 
natural  philosophy,  rhetoric,  and  Latin,  including  reading  and  spelling  as  daily 
exercises.  His  average  for  the  year  was  95^ ;  and,  as  fourteen  other  cadets  stood 
above  90,  we  think  it  nothing  derogatory  to  their  credit  that  Isaac  came  in  ahead. 
He  is  to  remain  here  two  years  longer,  when  he  will  be  ready  for  the  Latin- 
Scientific  Course  in  Dartmouth  College.  We  have  secured  to  him  a  four  years* 
scholarship  free  there,  which  also  includes  his  board.  It  is  a  condition  (which,  of 
course,  we  cannot  enforce)  that,  when  through  with  his  studies,  he  is  to  return  to 
his  own  people  either  as  lawyer,  doctor,  or  teacher,  including  the  ministry.  He 
has  decided  on  the  law. 

We  regard  him  as  a  very  promising  young  man,  quiet,  straightforward  in 
every  respect. 

Wishing  you  a  very  pleasant  trip  and  visit  to  this  year's  Conference,  I  remain. 

Respectfully  yours, 

II.  P.  Davidson, 

President. 
Northwestern  Military  Academy,  III. 

Dr.  T.  A.  Nelson  was  invited  to  speak  in  behalf  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church. 
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Dr.  T.  A.  Nelson,  as  representing  the  work  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  after  indulging  in  some  pleasantries,  went  on  to  say  :  It 
may  be  matter  of  surprise  to  the  members  of  this  Conference,  yet 
it  is  also  matter  of  fact,  that  the  worlc  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
among  the  Indian  tribes  equals  that  of  nearly  all  the  other  Protestant 
denominations  combined.  It  has  been  quietly,  but  most  earnestly, 
prosecuted  for  years,  and  extends  over  a  large  area.  Beginning  at 
Point  Barrow,  the  most  northerly  missionary  station  in  the  world,  it 
extends  southward  among  our  American  Indians,  and  reaches  its 
southern  limit  among  the  Indians  of  New  Mexico  and  Arizona ;  while 
eastward  it  embraces  work  done  among  the  tribes  in  the  Cattaraugus 
Reservation  in  the  State  of  New  York. 

The  patience,  self-denial,  courage,  and  heroism  which  this  work 
represents  can  only  be  appreciated  by  those  who  have  familiarized 
themselves  with  the  history  of  Christian  missions  among  the  Indians. 
It  requires  the  zeal  of  an  apostle  to  bury  one's  self,  as  our  Mr.  Stev- 
enson has  done,  amid  snow  and  ice,  on  the  northern  frontier  of 
Alaska,  where  communication  from  the  civilized  world  can  only  reach 
him  once  a  year,  and  where,  unaided  save  of  God,  he  has  set  himself 
to  the  task  of  lifting  the  dull  and  sodden  weight  of  heathen  ignorance 
and  superstition  into  the  light  and  hope  of  Christian  intelligence. 
Further  south  Mr.  Gambell,  of  the  St.  Lawrence  Island  Mission,  is 
displaying  a  like  heroism.  Some  years  since  this  island  was  swept 
by  famine,  till  all  missionary  endeavor  had  to  be  abandoned.  Re- 
cently the  old  mission  station  was  offered  to  our  Board,  provided  we 
could  find  a  man  with  sufficient  courage  to  face  the  hardship  of  the 
field.  We  found  not  only  a  man,  but  a  woman  as  well, —  his  noble 
wife, —  ready  to  go  into  this  veritable  exile,  that  they  might  carry 
thither  the  story  of  the  love  of  God. 

They  sailed  for  their  destination,  carrying  their  supply  of  pro- 
visions with  them.  But  the  whaling-ship  in  which  they  had  taken 
passage  refused  to  land  them  at  the  island,  and  carried  them  and 
their  supplies  on  to  Port  Clarence.  They  cannot  have  their  food 
supplies  carried  back  and  delivered  till  many  months  have  passed. 
Meanwhile  they  have  determined  to  find  their  way  to  the  island, 
and  there  subsist  on  fish  and  blubber,  and  such  other  diet  as  the 
natives  feed  upon.  This  is  the  kind  of  heroism  in  Indian  work 
which  has  been  and  is  being  duplicated  over  and  over  again. 

One  cannot  go  into  detail  in  describing  the  work  being  done 
by  our  Board  among  the  various  tribes  in  the  Indian  Territory, 
in  Minnesota,  in  South  Dakota,  in  Iowa,  Montana,  Idaho,  Arizona, 
and  New  Mexico, —  in  all  of  which,  as  a  church,  we  are  doing  what 
we  can  to  lift  the  Indians  into  the  dignity  and  intelligence  of  a 
Christian  manhood.  Through  our  industrial  schools  we  are  edu- 
cating our  Indian  boys  and  girls  in  such  a  variety  of  handicraft  as 
will  stimulate  the  ambition  for  self-support.  We  are  putting  within 
their  reach  the  elements  of  helpful  knowledge ;  but,  above  and 
beyond  all  things  else,  we  are  seeking  their  renewal  of  heart,  and 
striving  to  bring  them  into  loyal  relations,  not  to  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  but  to  the  Christ  whose  we  are  and  whom  we  serve. 
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The  prostration  of  our  industries  throughout  the  land  during  the 
past  year  or  more  has  resulted  in  diminishing  the  gifts  to  our 
Boards,  and  we  have  felt  the  pressure  not  a  little.  Add  to  this  fact 
our  relinquishment  of  all  government  aid  in  support  of  our  Indian 
schools, —  a  factor  of  some  $30,000  or  more, —  and  you  will  perceive 
that  tlie  noble  women  of  our  church  —  almost  wholly  responsible 
for  the  support  of  our  Indian  work  —  have  had  occasion  •  for  serious 
thought  and  a  new  consecration  of  energy.  But  nothing  seems  to 
daunt  them,  and  they  have  faced  these  heavier  responsibilities  with 
an  unwearied  zeal  and  with  a  boundless  faith.  A  few,  a  very  few 
of  our  weakest  schools  have  been  temporarily  closed,  the  attendance 
at  Tucson,  Sisseton,  and  Sitka,  slightly  curtailed;  but  even  these 
changes  have  been  compensated  for  by  the  new  emphasis  put  upon 
higher  education  in  such  schools  as  those  at  the  Sisseton  agency 
and  Muskogee,  where  we  are  seeking  to  educate  native  teachers 
for  work  among  their  tribes.  The  school  at  Muskogee,  so  pleas- 
antly associated  with  the  name  and  work  of  Miss  Alice  Robertson, 
has  been  erected  into  an  institution  to  be  known  hereafter  as 
"Henry  Kendall  College," — a  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Henry  Kendall,  long  the  senior  secretary  of  our  Board  of  Home 
Missions,  and  the  grateful  remembrance  of  whose  splendid  service 
the  Presbyterian  Church  can  never  outlive. 

This  Conference  may  count  upon  the  hearty  sympathy  and*  co- 
operation of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  every  aggressive  movement 
that  has  for  its  aim  the  establishment  of  the  Indian  in  all  the  rights 
of  American  citizenship,  and  in  all  the  dignity  and  freedom  of  a 
redeemed  manhood. 

Mrs.  QuiNTON. —  The  Baptists  have  1,100  teachers  and  mission- 
aries at  work,  35  of  them  in  Indian  service.  Most  of  these  are  in 
the  Indian  Territory.  They  have  built  several  new  churches  and 
chapels,  and  are  making  progress  on  all  lines.  They  are  greatly 
interested  in  Oklahoma,  and  have  several  new  missions. 

I  am  also  to  speak  of  our  Women's  Indian  Association's  mis- 
sionary work.  Several  of  our  missions  have  been  transferred.  The 
one  among  the  Piegans  of  Montana,  with  its  160  acres  of  land,  its 
new  missionary  cottage  and  chapel,  and  all  the  furnishings,  has 
been  transferred  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Board  of  New  York. 
It  cost  over  $4,000.  It  is  one  of  the  functions  of  our  Association 
thus  to  do  pioneer  work  and  establish  missions  in  otherwise  unpro- 
vided Indian  tribes,  and  we  think  the  plan  a  generous  one.  Our 
only  motive  in  this  department  of  labor  is  to  establish  a  good  mis- 
sion in  every  destitute  tribe,  and  then  transfer  it  to  one  of  the  great 
denominational  societies.  The  new  mission  of  our  Massachusetts 
auxiliary  has  been  reported  by  Miss  Dewey,  secretary  of  that  so- 
ciety. There  are  other  officers  from  our  different  State  associations 
here.  The  Spokanes  of  Washington  have  long  pleaded  for  a  school 
and  mission,  and  our  Rhode  Island  Association  has  just  opened 
one  among  them.  We  have,  in  this  Conference,  heard  the  cry  of 
the  literally  starving,  and  it  is  agonizing  to  see  starvation   in  the 
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midst  of  shiploads  of  bread.  But  Indians  are  also  starving  spirit- 
ually, and  in  the  midst  of  60,000,000  Christians.  Every  tribe  of 
Indians  should  have  a  good  mission  before  the  year  1900  strikes,  and 
we  are  trying  to  help  find  supplies  for  this  work.  Our  Seminole 
Mission  in  Florida  was  given,  as  planned,  to  the  Episcopal  Church 
of  Southern  Florida  last  Christmas.  Our  State  missions  are  all 
prospering;  and  our  day-school  at  Greenville,  Cal.,  has  become  a 
boarding-school,  with  eighty  pupils. 

As  to  work,  we  have  always  believed  that  the  Indian  should  finally 
be  left  to  "  sink  or  swim,"  and  we  recognize  .that  the  day  is  near 
when  he  must  try  this ;  but  the  rocks  of  needless  difficulties  should 
not  be  dropped  upon  him  as  he  struggles  with  the  waves.  We  be- 
lieve he  should  be  protected  to  a  certain  extent;  but  we  do  not 
believe  in  too  much  paternalism.  We  do  believe  in  the  suggestions 
of  Mr.  Austin  Abbott  regarding  courts  and  laws,  and  that  the 
Department  of  Justice  could  finish  the  needed  work  not  otherwise 
provided  for.  One  speaker  said  it  was  necessary  to  'police  Alaska. 
We  think  that  Congress  should  be  policed,  morally.  It  is  necessary 
to  do  that ;  and  Christian  voters  can  do  it.  The  Mohonk  Confer- 
ence can  do  it.  Voters  must  look  after  good  agents';  for  good 
agents  are  the  vital  interest.  Voters  can  demand  the  nomination  of 
such  agents  as  the  Christian  public  requires.  Mohonk  can  do  a 
vast  deal  for  this,  for  it  touches  the  leading  Christian  editors  and 
others  who  could  accomplish  this.  One  name  illustrates  the  vast 
moral  power  which  such  a  body  as  this  could  use :  it  is  Parkhurst  1 
Eight  or  ten  years  should  finish  this  Indian  work.  Why  drag  it  over 
thirty?  It  is  true  that  the  Indian  needs  work,  orders  for  work,  and 
markets  for  his  work ;  and  he  needs  education.  But  it  is  "  the  man 
inside  the  Indian,"  as  Dr.  Rider  said,  who  needs  the  most  and  best ; 
and  that  is  moral  and  spiritual  help.  With  this  he  can  bear  all  the 
new  dangers  of  his  new  liberty  and  citizenship ;  and  with  this  he 
will  succeed,  for  "to  know  God  is  eternal  life,"  and  eternal  life 
begins  now  and  here. 

Mrs.  Clinton  B.  Fisk  was  asked  to  speak  about  the  work  of  the 
Methodists. 

Mrs.  Fisk. —  You  will  remember  that  last  fall  the  Methodist 
Church  seemed  to  be  under  a  ban  of  censure  because  of  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  Woman's  Home  Missionary  work  in  Unalaska ;  and  I  was 
desired  to  ascertain  the  real  condition  of  things.  In  less  than  a 
month  after  that  time  the  Methodist  women  honored  me  with  the 
presidency  of  their  society ;  and  my  first  duty  was  to  go  to  Minneap- 
olis to  confer  with  the  board  of  bishops,  asking  their  permission  to 
go  on  with  the  Unalaska  school.  I  there  learned  that  the  cause  of 
suspension  was  because  of  the  opinion  that  we  had  never  had  per- 
mission to  enter  upon  the  work.  We  carry  on  our  work  in  harmony 
with  our  general  missionary  committee.  Dr.  Sheldon  Jackson  had, 
however,  found  a  letter,  written  ten  years  ago,  authorizing  the  women 
of  the  Home  Missionary  Society  to  enter  on  this  work ;  and  my  own 
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good  husband,  whose  voice  has  so  often  been  heard  here,  was  chair- 
man of  the  committee.  The  letter  was  read ;  and  a  resolution  was 
offered  by  the  bishop,  who  had  objected  to  reopening  the  school. 
A  rising  vote  was  taken,  and  general  consent  was  given  for  the 
women  to  again  take  up  the  school.  We  now  have  the  school  under 
our  care.  Government  supplies  the  school-house,  and  we  support 
the  children.  The  women  of  the  Methodist  Church  are  doing  a  mag- 
nificent work,  and  so  are  the  women  of  other  denominations.  As  I 
was  sitting  here  a  few  moments  since,  I  counted  women  from  seven 
different  denominations ;  and  I  wondered  to  which  one  I  belonged, 
because  I  am  in  full  sympathy  with  each. 

I  have  in  my  hand  a  letter  from  a  missionary  from  which  I  wish 
to  read  an  extract.  It  commends  the  work  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tuck, 
who  are  in  charge  of  the  Unalaska  school.  From  that  school  have 
gone  out  two  of  our  girls  who  have  married,  and  who  now  have,  I 
am  told  by  missionaries,  the  only  respectable  homes  within  that 
community,  outside  of  the  school. 

Unalaska,  June  20,  1894. 
Mrs.  H.  M.  Teller: 

Dear  Madatn^ —  I  have  been  in  Unalaska  for  several  days,  and  have  spent  my 
time  at  your  school.  I  thought  it  might  be  interesting  to  you  to  hear  the  impres- 
sions of  a  stranger  concerning  it. 

I  am  just  on  the  way  up  the  Yukon  to  begin  just  such  a  school  under  the 
Rev.  John  W.  Chapman  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  of  whom  you  may  have  heard ; 
and  so  I  have  been  especially  interested  in  it  myself,  and  have  taken  pains  to  learn 
all  the  details  of  the  work.  And  it  gives  me  new  courage  to  see  what  wonderful 
results  may  be  accomplished  by  patient,  faithful  work  in  Christian  faith.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Tuck,  under  the  great  disadvantages  of  crowded  quarters,  and,  I  should 
judge,  limited  means,  very  great  opposition,  the  influence  of  the  Greek  Church, 
and  the  terrible  immorality  of  the  natives,  and  so  many  incoming  sailors, —  how 
they  have  stood  their  ground  and  accomplished  the  results  they  have  is  wonderful. 

I  was  there  twelve  hours  yesterday,  and  a  good,  part  of  the  day  before  as  well 
as  of  Sunday,  and  saw  the  girls  at  work,  at  play,  at  meals,  in  school,  and  at  wor- 
ship. A  happier,  more  contented,  more  harmonious  set  I  never  saw.  There  was 
no  quarelling  anywhere ;  and  each  did  her  own  share  of  work,  like  a  hive  of  busy 
bees.  They  laugh  and  play  and  sing  and  bustle  about,  bright  and  happy  and 
natural,  and  yet  as  orderly  as  one  would  find  anywhere. 

The  discipline  is  excellent  without  depressing  them ;  and,  if  the  babel  of  voices 
gets  too  high,  a  tap  of  the  bell  or  a  word  is  sufficient  to  bring  quiet.  They  stand 
well  in  reading  with  girls  in  any  public  schools  anywhere,  and  write  well ;  and  yet 
these  girls  were  wild  untaught  Indians,  or  half-breeds,  speaking  only  their  own 
language,  and  dirty  beyond  conception,  and  unused  to  any  ci\Tlizea  habits.  I 
wish  you  could  see  the  neat  rooms,  clean,  floors,  wash  hanging  on  the  line,  ironed 
aprons  and  dresses,  nicely  made  beds,  dresses  they  themselves  had  made, —  all  the 
work  of  these  girls,  even  the  tiny  ones  taking  part  as  far  as  they  are  able ;  and  the 
lunch  and  dinners,  with  excellent  bread,  was  entirely  their  own  doing,  etc. 

I  am  glad  to  tell  you  of  Mrs.  Tuck's  work,  and  I  wish  she  could  have  many  in- 
terested in  it  as  well.  It  is  saving  these  girls  from  a  most  horrible  degradation, 
such  as  one  shudders  even  to  know  of;  and  every  Christian  woman  who  values 
her  sacred  womanhood  ought  to  feel  it  a  privilege  to  do  any,  even  a  small  part 
in  helping  to  keep  them  out  of  it,  and  to  save  them  not  only  to  do  their  work  in 
the  world  and  make  it  so  much  the  better,  but  for  eternal  life. 

I  remain. 

Yours  sincerely. 

Bertha  W.  Sabine. 

Mrs.  Myra  Frye,  of  Maine,  was  asked  to  speak  of  the  work  of  the 
Friends. 
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Mrs.  Myra  Frye. —  Our  work  is  largely  in  the  Indian  Territory, 
in  the  north-east  corner,  among  the  eight  remnants  of  tribes.  We 
have  also  two  missions  in  the  Cherokee  country  and  a  large  board- 
ing school  among  the  Osages.  Among  the  wilder  tribes  in  Okla- 
homa we  have  three  missions.  The  most  of  the  missions  are  doing 
very  well.  In  1887  I  visited  the  Modocs.  One  of  the  fighters  in 
that  war,  "  Steamboat  Frank,"  had  been  converted,  and  was  very  de- 
sirous to  learn  to  read  the  Bible.  He  afterwards  came  to  Maine ; 
and  I  had  a  little  care  of  him  during  his  last  yeaf s  of  failing  health, 
for  he  was  in  consumption  when  he  reached  us.  He  spent  his  last 
three  weeks  in  my  home,  and  I  was  never  in  the  presence  of  a  more 
gentlemanly  person.  He  was  a  thorough  Christian  ;  and  I  have  said 
in  my  heart  again  and  again  how  much  Christ  can  do  for  any  one 
who  believes  in  him.  If  we  want  to  give  civilization  to  the  Indians,, 
we  must  give  them  the  power  that  makes  us  to  be  civilized,  and 
helps  us  to  stand.  If  we  build  on  the  right  foundation,  we  shall  save 
our  Indians.     It  is  a  grand  work. 

Mrs.  S.  H.  Bullard,  of  Boston,  was  asked  to  report  for  the  work 
that  Unitarians  are  doing  among  the  Indians.  She  was  introduced 
not  only  as  the  President  of  the  Massachusetts  Indian  Association, 
but  as  the  sister  of  President  Eliot  of  Harvard  University. 

Mrs.  Bullard. —  Your  introduction,  Mr.  President,  is  in  all  ways 
the  kindest  that  you  could  possibly  give  me.  I  speak  here  of  a  con-^ 
tract  school  which  will  be  obliged  to  remain  a  contract  school  during 
the  present  business  depression.  Our  smaller  churches  have  re-^ 
duced  their  gifts  this  year,  and  our  larger  churches  have  not  in- 
creased their  contributions.  Should  we  reject  government  aid,  our 
instruction  must  suffer.  Our  contract  obliged  us  to  furnish  teach- 
ing in  carpentry,  farming,  blacksmithing,  washing,  cooking,  and 
other  housework,  besides  the  school  instruction ;  and,  when  we  are 
able  to  obtain  a  kindergartner,  we  have  her  assistance  with  the 
younger  children.  All  of  these  departments  require  a  large  force  of 
teachers.  Our  school  is  administered  in  the  usual  way.  It  has  but 
one  peculiarity  worth  mentioning.  We  have,  from  the  beginning, 
required  that  all  our  teachers  and  all  the  persons  employed  in  our 
various  departments  shall  sit  at  table  with  our  Indian  children,  and 
that  each  one  shall  be  responsible  for  the  behavior  and  table  man- 
ners of  a  certain  number  of  children.  Many  visitors  have  com- 
mended this  arrangement,  and  have  thought  that  it  brought  our  chil- 
dren forward  in  the  social  life  which  we  desire  for  them  faster  than 
any  other  system.  Others  have  thought  that  it  was  too  great  a 
demand  upon  our  teachers.  Our  children  are  like  so  many  other 
Indian  pupils, —  affectionate,  intelligent,  and  docile.  They  win  the 
love  of  all  their  teachers.  General  Marshall,  who,  I  am  sure,  is  not 
forgotten  in  this  Conference,  had  much  to  do  with  the  founding  and 
carrying  on  of  this  school.  He  visited  it,  and  was  much  charmed 
with  these  little  Crow  children. 

There  is  much  objection  to  the  contract  schools  on  the  ground 
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that  they  are  sectarian.  In  this  school  we  are  not  trying  to  make 
the  children  Unitarians.  We  are  trying  to  rescue  them  from  the 
surrounding  degradation  which  I  could  not  exaggerate  to  you.  We 
teach  them  their  little  morning  and  evening  hymns.  We  teach  them 
to  pray,  and  we  give  them  their  Sunday  lessons  such  as  you  give  to 
your  children  in  your  own  homes.  What  we  are  trying  to  do  is  to 
make  them  Christians. 

Adjourned  at  1.15  p.m. 


MISS   CORNELIUS   AS   A   NURSE. 

The  following  extract  from  a  letter  to  the  President  of  the  Con- 
necticut Indian  Association  is  the  one  referred  to  on  page  59  :  — 

I  wish  that  any  one  who  still  believes  that  the  *'  only  good  Indian  b  a  dead 
Indian  "  could  have  been  here  the  last  nine  weeks,  and  seen  your  dear  Miss  C.  by 
the  bedside  of  my  suffering  sister.  She  has  lain  at  the  point  of  death  with  heart 
disease ;  and  such  loving,  faithful,  intelligent  care  as  this  Indian  girl  has  given  I 
have  never  seen  equalled.  She  has  endeared  herself  to  all  our  hearts,  and  I  often 
tell  her  that  I  wish  every  Indian  girl  in  the  West  could  become  a  trained  nurse. 
And  with  such  "object-lessons"  in  our  homes  the  Indian  problem  would  be 
solved.  Words  fail  me  when  I  attempt  to  tell  what  Miss  C.  has  been  to  us  all. 
Clear-headed,  equal  to  every  emergency,  keen-eyed,  a  true  Christian,  scorning  all 
■deceit,  knowing  no  fatigue  till  all  duty  is  done, —  this  is  what  she  is, —  no  !  I  can- 
not tell  all  she  is.  I  wanted  to  write  this  to  you  who  bear  this  race  .so  upon  your 
heart ;  and  hereafter  I  trust  I  may  in  some  small  way  help  on  a  cause  which  will 
»ever  be  first  in  my  heart  and  prayers. 
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Friday  Night,  October  12. 


The  Conference  was  called  to  order  by  the  President  at  eight 
o'clock. 

President  Gates. —  We  have  never  held  a  Conference  where  there 
have  been  so  few  teachers  with  us  from  the  Indian  schools.  The 
teachers'  institutes  in  the  West  have  brought  the  teachers  together 
at  points  nearer  the  field,  and  that  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  so  few 
have  found  their  way  to  this  Conference.  Many  of  us,  however, 
will  always  remember  with  delight  the  appearance  here  of  such 
workers  as  Dr.  Riggs  and  his  wife  and  Miss  Robertson,  and  others. 
A  letter  has  come  from  Miss  Robertson  to  Miss  Dawes,  in  which 
she  sends  greeting.  All  those  who  would  like  to  have  Miss  Dawes 
convey  to  Miss  Robertson  our  greetings  in  return  will  say  **  aye." 

A  chorus  of  "  ayes  "  was  the  response. 

President  Gates. —  Let  us  not  forget  these  teachers.  Here  is  a 
side-light  on  the  kind  of  work  they  are  doing.  The  Indian  women 
of  South  Dakota,  in  the  diocese  of  Bishop  Hare,  last  year  contrib- 
uted $2,000  to  missions.  That  does  not  look  as  though  we  were 
contributing  too  much. 

We  cannot  always  pause  to  take  note  of  those  who  have  worked 
with  us,  and  passed  on  to  the  larger  freedom  and  richer  life  beyond 
the  river.  If  we  were  to  speak  especially  of  each  of  our  friends 
who  pass  away,  we  should  perhaps  give  too  much  attention  to  the 
past,  and  at  these  meetings  our  hearts  would  be  too  grievously  sad- 
dened by  thoughts  of  our  loss.  Yet,  when  one  connected  with  so 
many  reforms  as  was  Elbert  B.  Monroe,  president  of  the  trustees  of 
the  great  school  at  Hampton,  interested  in  the  work  of  the  American 
Missionary  Association  and  chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
and  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners, —  one  who 
made  it  evident  that  he  held  his  powers  and  wealth  in  trust  for  ser- 
vice, one  all  whose  interests  were  shared  by  the  wife  whose  life 
blended  with  his  in  a  perfect  dual  life,  unified  by  entire  devotion  to 
unselfish  service  of  others, —  when  such  a  one  passes  away,  we 
must  pause  to  recall  his  example  with  love  and  with  a  keen  sense 
of  our  loss.  Mr.  Monroe  has  passed  away  from  us  since  our  last 
meeting,  and  we  cannot  forbear  a  word  of  loving  tribute.  There 
are  other  names  that  come  to  us  in  memory,  names  of  friends  often 
with  us  at  these  Conferences,  tried  friends  of  the  Indians, —  Mr. 
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Barstow,  of  Providence,  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Indian  Commis- 
sioners, once  its  chairman,  long  and  honorably  identified  with  the 
best  efforts  to  Christianize  the  Indians,  and  others  to  whom  I  may 
not  now  refer.  Time  presses ;  and  we  have  still  work  to  do, —  such 
work  as  they  would  bid  us  turn  to  rather  than  dwell  too  regretfully 
upon  their  memory. 

And  first  let  me  introduce  to  you  President  Magill,  formerly  of 
Swarthmore  College. 

President  Magill. —  I  have  looked  back,  as  I  have  been  sitting 
here,  over  the  ten  years  that  have  elapsed  since  I  appeared  in  these 
Conferences.  I  remember  how  with  bated  breath  we  dared  even  to 
mention  such  a  thing  as  the  violation  of  an  Indian  treaty.  I  remem- 
ber how  some  of  us  were  frightened  at  the  thought  of  breaking  up 
these  little  nations  inside  of  this  great  nation.  A  little  later  we  lis- 
tened to  Senator  Dawes's  eloquent  statement,  that  has  now  passed 
into  a  law ;  and,  now  that  I  come  back  here  after  an  absence  of  three 
or  four  years,  what  do  I  find  ?  I  hear  propositions  to  sweep  away 
the  entire  reservation  system.  I  hear  all  kinds  of  schemes  for  uplift- 
ing the  Indians,  discussions  maintained  in  the  best  of  spirit  and  for 
the  best  of  reasons.  We  have  here  represented  nearly  all  of  the 
religious  denominations  of  this  country;  and,  while  they  differ  in 
detail  in  minutiae,  they  are  so  alike  in  spirit  that  the  wife  of  our 
lamented  President  of  this  Conference  says  that,  though  she  can 
count  seven  denominations  here  represented,  she  is  so  in  sympathy 
with  all  that  she  hardly  knows  to  which  she  belongs.  That  is  the 
right  spirit.  We  all  agree  on  the  fundamentals  of  religion.  We  all 
agree  on  those  points  which  bear  on  daily  life  and  conduct,  which 
are  the  fundamental  essentials,  after  all.  So  this  body,  differing  in 
details,  agrees  in  the  main  principles.  The  object  of  us  all  is  to  lift 
up  the  Indian  to  the  high  level  of  Christian  manhood  and  woman- 
hood. We  differ  only  as  to  methods.  I  represent  one  branch 
of  Friends,  sometimes  called  the  Hicksite  branch.  I  wish  we  could 
point  to  a  better  record  of  what  we  have  done.  Feeling  that  we  are 
not  doing  all  that  we  ought  to  do,  I  was  asked  this  summer  to  pre- 
sent to  our  general  biennial  conference  the  present  duty  of  Friends 
toward  the  Indian  race.  I  tried  there  to  emphasize  two  i>oints  : 
one  was  that,  disregarding  all  religious  affiliations,  we  should  do 
what  we  could  towards  securing  the  right  kind  of  legislation  for  the 
Indian,  and  urged  that  there  was  no  way  to  do  this  so  effectually  as 
by  joining  the  National  Indian  Rights  Association,  of  which  Herbert 
Welsh,  the  honored  secretary,  and  the  president,  Mr,  Garrett,  are 
here  present  with  us,  actively  engaged  in  this  Conference. 

But  what  can  we  do  in  our  own  body  ^  I  said  that  we  ought  by 
all  means  to  establish  a  boarding-school  for  Indian  children,  to 
teach  them  not  only  letters,  but  industries,  and  to  give  them  moral 
and  religious  training;  that  we  should  present  to  the  Indian  our 
beautiful  and  simple  system  of  religion.  It  is  easily  understood ; 
and  it  bears  on  all  the  points  of  his  daily  life  and  conduct,  and  on 
the  formation  of  his  character.     But  I  am  here  not  to  give  instnic- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


141 

tion,  but  to  get  inspiration ;  and  I  have  received  a  great  deal  in  the 
sessions  of  this  Conference  and  in  private  conversation  with  the 
different  members.  I  have,  since  coming  here,  changed  my  mind  as 
to  what  our  Indian  school  should  be  and  where  it  should  be  estab- 
lished. I  at  first  supposed  that  the  place  of  all  others  was  among 
the  Navajoes,  where  there  are  3,000  children,  with  190  in  school. 
I  believed  that  it  was  our  duty  to  start  there :  I  have  heard 
that  course  suggested.  Since  I  have  come  here,  I  have  gradually 
changed  my  mind ;  and  I  now  believe  that  the  sweeping  away  of 
the  entire  reservation  system  is  in  the  near  future,  and  that  we 
should  exercise  all  our  influence  to  educate  and  direct  the  Indian 
away  from  the  reservation,  and  to  lift  him  up  and  prepare  him  for 
citizenship,  and  not  send  him  back  as  a  missionary  unless  he  is 
moved  to  go.  By  all  means,  then  let  him  go,  if  he  is  led  to  that 
work;  but  let  him  go  wherever  he  will,  just  as  other  citizens  do. 
I  have  decided,  therefore,  to  recommend  the  establishment  of  our 
school  somewhere  in  the  East,  and  not  in  the  West ;  or,  if  in  the 
West,  then  not  on  a  reservation,  but  somewhere  in  the  neighborhood 
of  the  Mississippi.  While  I  believe  that  great  good  has  been  and 
is  being  done  in  other  fields,  I  believe  that  now  we  should  turn 
our  attention  especially  to  a  school  or  schools  established  off  the 
reservations. 

Dr.  Striebv. —  A  year  ago  I  laid  before  you  the  facts  in  regard  to 
the  murder  of  our  missionary  at  Cape  Prince  of  Wales.  I  think  you 
will  be  glad  to  know  how  the  thing  stands  to-day  ;  and,  because  some 
persons  are  here  this  year  who  were  not  here  last  year,  I  will  briefly 
recount  what  went  before.  Cape  Prince  of  Wales  is  a  thousand  miles 
beyond  Sitka.  It  is  the  most  western  point  of  the  United  States. 
At  that  point  was  this  little  village  of  about  five  hundred  Eskimos. 
We  had  a  mission  there  two  years  ago,  consisting  of  two  men  and 
their  wives.  Very  soon  the  government  asked  us  if  we  could  not 
allow  one  of  these  men  to  go  to  the  place  where  the  reindeer  herd  was 
to  be  established,  at  Port  Clarence  ;  and  we  consented.  The  school 
had  grown  wonderfully.  Mr.  Thornton  and  his  wife  were  left  there 
alone  after  the  departure  of  the  other  missionary  and  his  wife.  He 
had  been  threatened  with  danger,  but  was  not  willing  to  leave.  On 
the  midnight  of  the  17th  of  August  a  rap  was  heard  at  his  door; 
and,  supposing  that  some  one  had  come  to  him  for  medicine,  he  rose, 
and  went  to  the  door.  There  came  a  shot,  and  he  fell,  and  never  spoke 
again.  His  poor  wife  had  to  spend  from  midnight  to  daylight  in  the 
horror  of  that  situation,  with  darkness  all  around,  not  knowing  what 
moment  a  crash  might  come.  In  the  morning  she  lifted  her  window, 
and  called  for  help.  The  people  came ;  and  the  men  said  that  they 
would  do  all  that  they  could.  They  caught  two  of  the  three  men  en- 
gaged in  the  murder,  brought  them  to  the  foot  of  the  United  States 
flag,  and  shot  them  on  the  spot.  The  third  man,  who  was  the  insti- 
gator of  the  plot,  escaped.  Captain  Healey  of  the  "  Bear  "  came 
along  pretty  soon  after,  and  found  no  signal  out.  No  one  came  to 
the  shore  to  meet  him.     He  sent  to  see  what  was  the  matter,  and 
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found  Mr.  Thornton  lying  dead,  and  a  note  from  Mrs.  Thornton,  saying 
that  she  was  gone  to  Mr.  Lopp's.  He  went  there,  and  brought  her 
back  to  look  after  her  things,  and  then  took  her  to  San  Francisco. 
She  is  now  a  woman  sad  at  heart,  broken  in  health  and  spirits. 

Now,  what  has  been  the  result  ?  We  asked  Mr.  Lopp  if  he  would 
not  return  again  to  Cape  Prince  of  Wales,  and  re-establish  the  school. 
He  consented  to  do  so.  He  returned  ;  and  what  did  he  find  ?  He 
found  the  building  and  the  supplies  and  all  as  safe  as  they  were  the 
day  Mrs.  Thornton  locked  up  and  went  away.  He  found  that  the 
leader  of  the  murderers  had  come  back,  and  had  been  taken  by 
the  people  ;  and  his  own  uncle  said  to  him :  "  Which  way  will  you 
die  ?  Shall  it  be  by  shooting  or  hanging  ? "  He  chose  to  be  shot. 
He  led  him  to  the  grave,  and  told  him  to  bow  his  head ;  and  the 
uncle  shot  him.  Mr.  Lopp  and  his  wife  are  there,  opening  the 
school  under  circumstances  that  seem  to  be  as  safe  as  here  ;  and  the 
school  will  go  on.  The  deplorable  thing  is  that  we  have  not  money 
to  send  teachers. 

I  know  that  this  matter  of  the  reindeer  is  a  matter  of  life  and  death 
to  the  Eskimo.  The  whales  and  the  seals  and  the  walrus  have  been 
killed  off.  There  was  one  time  when  there  were  seven  hundred  ves- 
sels that  used  to  go  into  those  waters.  Now  there  are  only  about 
fifty,  and  there  are  very  few  animals  left  to  kill.  If  they  can  have 
the  reindeer,  it  will  afford  meat  and  milk  and  skins  for  clothing  and 
beds  and  boats.  The  boats  will  be  sewed  with  the  sinews  of  the 
reindeer.  They  will  furnish,  also,  the  best  means  of  transp)ortation 
that  that  region  affords.  The  herd  at  Port  Clarence  has  passed  the 
winter,  which  was  one  of  unusual  suffering ;  and  there  are  now  a 
hundred  and  fifty  fawns.  Mr.  Lopp  has  taken  his,  and  planted  them 
there,  so  that,  with  the  school  established  in  safety,  and  with  the 
reindeer,  we  expect  a  prosperous  time. 

President  Gates. —  General  Whittlesey  has  received  a  proof  of 
the  forthcoming  report  of  the  United  States  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs.  General  Whittlesey  suggests  that  he  call  attention  to  a  few 
of  the  essential  points  in  that  report. 

Gen.  Whittlesey. —  The  following  are  the  facts  I  wish  to  call  at- 
tention to :  — 

Current  expenses  for  1894 $7,396,243.82 

Current  expenses  for  1895 6,733,003.18 

Difference  in  favor  of  1895 663,240.64 

SCHOOL     ENROLMENT. 

"The  aggregate  enrolment  for  the  year  has  been  21,451  pupils, 
and  the  average  attendance  17,096,  being  a  little  over  79  per  cent 
of  the  enrolment." 

SCHOOL   APPROPRIATIONS. 

**  As  stated  in  my  last  annual  report,  my  estimate  for  school  appro- 
priations for  the  current  fiscal  year  were  less  by  $83,897  than  the 
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appropriation  for  the  preceding  year.  Those  estimates  had  been 
prepared  with  utmost  care,  and  included  only  absolutely  necessary 
items ;  and  I  said,  *  In  my  opinion,  any  reduction  in  the  amounts 
asked  for  will  to  just  that  extent  reduce  the  efficiency  of  the  service 
and  retard  its  progress.'  Congress,  however,  saw  fit  to  reduce  the 
appropriation  below  the  estimate.  I  shall  do  what  I  can  to  carry  on 
and  improve  the  school  service  just  so  far  as  the  appropriation  will 
allow. 

"  Moreover,  the  ultimate  end  of  *  absorbing  '•  our  small  Indian 
population  into  our  school  system,  as  well  as  our  civil  polity,  must  be 
kept  constantly  in  view,  and  every  effort  made,  by  pressure  and  per- 
suasion, to  increase  the  attendance  of  Indian  pupils  at  public 
schools. 

"  Many  cordial  replies  have  been  received,  indicating  a  readiness 
on  the  part  of  the  State  school  officials  to  co-operate  with  this  office 
in  putting  Indian  youth  into  public  schools ;  and  the  matter  will  be 
pushed  vigorously  during  the  coming  school  year. 

"Amounts  set  apart  for  education  of  Indians  in  schools  under 
private  control  for  the  fiscal  year  1895  :  — 

Roman  Catholic ^     .     .  • $359»2i5.oo 

Presbyterian • 

Congregational        

Martinsburg,  Pa 

Alaska  Training  School       

Episcopal 7,020.00 

Friends 10,020.00 

Mennonite 3,750.00 

Middletown,  Cal • .     .     .     . 

Unitarian 5,400.00 

Lutheran,  Wittenberg,  Wis 15,120.00 

Methodist 

Mrs.  L.  H.  Daggett 

Miss  Howard 3,000.00 

Appropriation  for  Lincoln  Institution 20,040.00 

Appropriation  for  Hampton  Institute 33,400.00 

Woman's  National  Indian  Association 4,320.00 

Point  Iroquois,  Mich 600.00 

Total $461,885.00 

Last  year,  $537,600.00.  20  per  cent,  reduction  from  last  year. 

**  Annual  appropriations  made  by  government  for  the  support  of 
Indian  schools  :  — 

Per  cent,  increabe. 

1894 $2,243,497.00  *3.5 

1895 2,060,695.00  *8.87" 

The  next  subject  in  order  was  "How  to  secure  Good  Agents." 
The  first  speaker  was  Mr.  Herbert  Welsh,  of  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  Welsh. —  I  think  we  all  admit  the  great  need  of  a  good  Ind- 
ian agent.     One  of  the  most  important  topics,  in  my  opinion,  and 

•  Decrease. 
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one  that  has  forced  itself  upon  me  by  observation,  is  this  that  we  are 
about  to  consider,  "  How  to  secure  Good  Agents."  For  a  time,  at 
least,  the  Indian  agent  must  continue  to  be  a  great  factor  in  the  solu- 
tion of  the  Indian  problem.  At  the  agency  at  Pine  Ridge,  and  at 
Rosebud  respectively,  you  will  find  five  to  six  thousand  Indians 
under  the  care  of  an  agent.  It  is  manifest  that  in  a  community 
comparatively  little  advanced  in  civilization  much  will  depend  upon 
the  character,  upon  the  efficiency,  and  upon  the  manly  qualifications 
of  the  agent.  For  example,  at  Rosebud,  under  a  poor  agent  such  as 
was  appointed  some  twelve  years  ago,  when  I  first  visited  that  res- 
ervation, nothing  was  accomplished.  The  Indians  lived  herded 
together,  camped  in  the  central  part  of  the  reservation,  spending 
their  time  in  idleness,  feasting,  and  dancing.  Under  the  agent  who 
succeeded  the  incumbent  referred  to,  an  earnest,  reliable.  Christian 
man,  an  immense  advance  was  made  in  getting  Indians  to  move  out 
upon  farming  land.  Everything  moved  forward.  Under  the  opera- 
tion of  the  spoils  system.  Major  Wright,  in  the  middle  of  his  excellent 
work,  was  removed ;  and  under  the  first  Democratic  administration  a 
very  inferior  man  was  put  in  his  place.  He  spent  most  of  his  time 
in  his  office,  took  no  interest  whatever  in  the  progress  of  the  people, 
was  surrounded  by  inefficient  agency  employees,  and  the  work  on 
Indian  civilization  went  backward.  Under  his  successor,  young  Mr. 
Wright,  a  gentleman  of  high  character,  great  force  and  vigor,  a  revo- 
lution has  been  wrought  in  the  condition  of  this  field.  Enough  by 
way  of  illustration.     No,  I  will  take  one  more  illustration. 

At  the  Standing  Rock  Reservation,  where  one  man.  Major  Mc- 
Laughlin, has  been  at  work  for  fifteen  years,  there  has  been  a  great 
advance  among  the  Indians.  At  Pine  Ridge,  where,  on  the  con- 
trary, there  have  been  two  inefficient  agents, —  one  appointed  under 
a  Democratic,  the  other  under  a  Republican  administration, —  the 
latter  fled  at  the  time  of  the  troubles  in  1890,  and  called  upon  the 
military  for  assistance.  Indeed,  the  outbreak  was  produced  through 
just  such  inefficiency  and  cowardice,  whereas  at  Standing  Rock, 
where  the  killing  of  Sitting  Bull  took  place,  the  outbreak  was  con- 
trolled by  the  Indians  themselves.  If  we  have  a  good  man  in  one  of 
these  positions,  he  has  great  power  for  good  in  this  transition  period. 
If  we  have  a  poor  man,  it  is  a  great  loss.  Under  the  partisan  sys- 
tem, even  if  we  replace  a  good  man  by  a  good  man,  there  is  loss  ;  for- 
it  takes  some  time  to  acquire  experience.  The  present  situation  is 
critical,  and  calls  for  prompt  and  discreet  action  on  the  part  of  all 
friends  of  the  Indian. 

President  Cleveland  expressed  his  intention  of  making  United 
States  army  officers  Indian  agents,  although  this  policy  had  long 
been  practised  in  a  modified  form.  I  know  that  the  friends  of 
the  Indians  are  divided  on  the  expediency  of  this  measure. 
But  what  are  the  actual  facts  of  the  case.^  If  we  could  have 
civil  service  reform  carried  out  at  once  in  the  appointment  of 
agents,  it  would  not  be  necessary  to  discuss  this  question ;  but  we 
all  know  what  the  facts  are.  If  we  can  have  men  of  high  character, 
of  proved  ability  and  experience,  we  are  sure  of  successful  results. 
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We  have  had  some  such  men  selected  from  the  army  as  Indian 
agents.  Mr.  James  told  us  that  out  of  four  military  men  as  agents, 
whom  he  met  personally,  three  were  doing  fine  work.  I  could  men- 
tion others, —  such  men  as  Captain  Bullis,  Captain  Jesse  M.  Lee, 
Captain  Beck,  Lieutenant  Plummer,  and  Captain  Schwan,  and  many 
others, — par  excellence^  Captain  Pratt.  My  belief  is  simply  this  : 
that,  until  we  can  get  the  civil  service  reform  idea  carried  out  prac- 
tically in  Indian  affairs,  it  is  better  to  step  as  far  outside  of  the  par- 
tisan plan  as  possible  by  securing  from  the  army  educated  gentlemen 
whose  record  gives  every  assurance  that  they  will  make  good 
agents.  As  soon  as  the  large  number  of  Republican  agents  who  were 
put  in  had  been  turned  out  to  make  way  for  this  new  policy, 
a  change  took  place  in  the  policy  of  the  administration, —  a 
change  hard  to  account  for.  The  Indian  Rights  Association  pro- 
tested against  the  removal  of  good  civilian  agents,  even  in  order  to 
make  room  for  a  good  military  agent,  on  the  ground  that  all  good 
agents  should  be  retained.  Our  views  must  be  made  clear  on  that 
point.  We  do  not  desire  to  see  any  worthy  civilian  put  out  to  make 
room  for  an  army  officer.  But  I  have  been  informed  that  there  is  to 
be  a  change,  and  that  army  officers  are  to  be  removed,  and  civil- 
ians put  in  their  places.  What  does  that  mean  ?  It  would  seem  to 
indicate  a  return  to  spoils  appointments.  I  would  therefore  make 
this  plea:  that  this  Conference  should  express  to  the  adminis- 
tration the  earnest  hope  that  this  policy  of  employing  army  officers 
as  Indian  agents  shall  not  be  abandoned  at  present,  that  no  mili- 
tary officer  who  has  proved  his  efficiency  shall  be  removed,  and  that 
no  other  policy  shall  be  adopted  until  the  policy  of  civil  service  re- 
form shall  be  brought  into  the  field.  Then  it  matters  not  whether 
we  have  army  officers  or  civilians.  Is  it  not  wise  to  make  such  a 
request  as  that  .^ 

Professor  A.  D.  Morse,  of  Amherst,  Mass.,  was  introduced. 

Prof.  Morse. —  I  have  learned,  as  a  teacher,  that  the  thing  which 
does  most  to  educate  is  an  ideal.  The  moment  we  reach  Mohonk 
and  come  into  the  presence  of  our  host,  and  look  out  upon  this 
beautiful  region  where  he  has  realized  himself,  we  come  under  the 
•  power  of  an  ideal  of  character  that  does  us  good,  that  makes  us  wish  to 
be  better,  and  puts  us  into  a  friendly  feeling  towards  all  that  is  good. 
It  gives  one  a  desire  to  help  all  that  is  good.  In  that  way  I  account 
for  the  beginning  of  the  emotions  which  one  feels  here.  As  we  go 
on  with  the  Conference,  I  am  conscious  of  another  result,  which  is 
of  the  greatest  value.  My  work  is  to  teach  history, —  American  his- 
tory ;  and,  in  my  efforts  to  do  that,  the  thing  I  chiefly  care  for  is  not 
that  the  young  men  who  come  under  my  charge  shall  know  when 
battles  occurred  and  why  certain  movements  took  place,  but  that, 
when  the  work  is  done,  they  shall  go  forth  into  the  world  better  cit- 
izens for  having  studied  these  things.  When  I  come  here,  I  come 
under  influences  that  tend  to  make  me  a  better  citizen,  and  help  me 
to  give  to  others  the  same  inspiration.     Here  we  have  a  large  public 
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question  dealt  with  in  a  large  wise  way.  As  we  listen  to  the  different 
speakers  and  hear  the  views  of  one  and  another,  each  speaking  from 
a  different  standpoint,  each  supplementing  and  correcting  the  other, 
it  seems  to  me  that  in  the  end  the  true  view  must  appear ;  and  I 
feel  that  this  is  the  method  that  prepares  for  citizenship  better  than 
almost  any  instruction  that  is  given  elsewhere.  It  seems  to  me  that, 
whatever  else  is  attained,  the  most  valuable  result  is  that  we  all  go 
away  better  American  citizens  as  well  as  better  and  wiser  friends  of 
the  Indian. 

Rev.  Alexander  Proudfit,  of  Baltimore,  was  introduced. 

Dr.  Proudfit. —  I  would  not  accept  an  invitation  to  speak  even 
for  five  minutes,  were  it  not  that  I  have  felt  that  one  or  two  things 
ought  to  be  called  attention  to  before  we  separate.  I  stand  here  as 
a  hereditary  friend  of  the  Indian.  One  of  the  earliest  recollections 
I  have  is  of  an  Indian  woman  who,  about  this  time  of  the  year, 
always  came  round  on  her  way  to  the  South  for  the  winter.  She 
used  to  find  shelter  in  my  father's  house,  and  therefore  my  interest 
in  the  Indian  dates  a  great  way  back. 

I  want  now  to  make  two  points.  I  will  illustrate  the  first  by 
a  story.  Many  years  ago,  when  the  policy  of  pushing  the  Indian 
westward  began,  a  Commissioner  went  to  a  certain  tribe,  and  said 
the  government  had  sent  him  to  confer  with  them  about  moving 
westward.  "  Let  us  sit  down  on  this  log,"  said  the  chief,  "and  talk 
it  over."  Presently  the  chief  moved  up  against  the  Commissioner, 
and  said,  "  Move  on."  They  talked  a  little  more  about  it,  and  then 
said  the  chief,  "  Move  on,"  again.  And  so  he  kept  moving  him  on, 
until  the  Commissioner  sat  on  the  extreme  edge  of  the  log.  "  Move 
on,"  said  the  chief.  "  I  cannot,"  said  the  Commissioner,  "  I  am  at 
the  end  of  the  log."  "Well,"  said  the  chief,  "you  come  to  us 
Indians,  and  you  say  'Move  on,'  and  'Move  on,'  and  *Move  on,' 
until  we  have  come  to  the  ocean  on  the  other  side."  I  fear,  from 
the  tone  of  some  remarks  which  I  have  heard  within  the  last  two 
days,  that  some  of  us  have  come  into  the  attitude  of  forgetting  that 
they  have  rights,  too.  Let  us  remember  that  they  were  the  first 
inhabitants  here,  even  though  they  may  have  seemed  to  be  only 
cumberers  of  the  soil.  In  the  providence  of  God  we  must  deal  with  ' 
them  righteously.  William  Penn  set  an  example  that  should  be  fol- 
lowed ;  he  never  had  any  trouble  with  the  Indians.  Let  us  not 
ignore  their  inherent  rights. 

Another  point, —  and  I  am  thankful  to  Mrs.  Bullard  for  raising  it, 
for  we  need  to  consider  it.  General  Whittlesey  gave  us  some  statis- 
tics. They  are  not  always  dry  bones  to  me.  I  like  to  hear  figures. 
Some  one  spoke  about  the  denominations  having  their  hands  in  the 
United  States  treasury.  I  deny  it:  that  is  a  false  imputation. 
Many  of  these  denominational  schools  have  received  some  govern- 
ment aid  in  the  past.  Where  would  these  denominational  schools 
have  been  if  they  had  not  received  some  government  aid  ?  But  we 
have  never  had  our  hands  in  the  government  treasury.     We  have 
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been  helping  the  government,  we  have  been  saving  Indians,  we  have 
been  preparing  the  way  for  what  we  are  able  to  do  now;  we 
have  been  receiving  aid  and  giving  assistance.  There  is  a  glorious 
future  for  the  Indian.  I  see  the  time  coming  when  Christian  Ind- 
ians will  be  multiplied  a  hundred-fold. 

Dr.  Henry  Hartshorne,  of  Philadelphia,  was  asked  to  speak. 


THE  AINU   OF  JAPAN. 

BY   DR.    HENRY    HARTSHORNE. 

Distant  as  are  North  America  and  Japan  from  each  other  in  space 
naturalists  tell  us  that  some  trees  and  lesser  plants,  as  well  as  a 
number  of  animals,  are  the  same  or  very  much  alike  in  both.  Thus 
a  remote  common  ancestry  is  suggested ;  and  the  oldest  human 
inhabitants  of  both  show  some  evidence  of  kinship,  with  not  unlike 
remaining  conditions  which  have  interest  for  us  at  the  present  time. 

When  the  primeval  division  of  the  human  family  took  place  from 
its  original  centre,  one  wave  of  migration  moved  around  the  north, 
at  a  time  when  probably  Bering's  Strait  was  not  a  strait  at  all,  but 
was  continuous  land.  Of  that  swarm  of  men,  those  who  went  south- 
ward on  this  continent  became,  in  their  descendants,  our  American 
Indians.  Others,  remaining  in  the  colder  regions,  were  progenitors 
of  the  North  Siberians,  Eskimo,  and  Alaskans.  Some  found  their 
way  southward  along  the  eastern  edge  of  Asia,  on  the  Pacific. 
Stopped  there  in  their  course  by  the  ocean,  they  peopled  the  land 
which  geological  changes  afterwards  separated  from  the  continent, 
making  the  islands  of  Japan.*  These  became  the  Ainu,  now  left  as 
one  of  the  oldest  peoples  on  the  earth. 

Later,  but  still  beyond  all  certain  historical  record,  another  race 
came  across  to  Japan  from  Southern  Asia, —  a  race  of  more  active 
intelligence,  aggressive,  dominant.  These  forefathers  of  the  Japan- 
ese of  to-day  drove  the  Ainu  people  northward,  exterminating  many 
of  them  on  the  way.  Now  only  a  remnant  of  them  survives  in  the 
northern  island  of  Yezzo,  now  called  the  Hokkaido.  About  17,000 
of  them  are  there,  besides  a  smaller  number  on  the  fag-end  of 
Siberia,  called  Saghalien,  and  on  the  Kurile  Islands,  which  extend 
from  Japan  north-east  toward  Kamchatka. 

These  Ainu  are  now  a  subdued,  depressed,  perishing  race.  Once 
they  were  warlike,  having,  like  our  Indians,  tribal  wars  among  them- 
selves. Now  they  are  too  helpless  under  the  feet  of  their  conquerors 
ever  to  think  of  war.  Always  hunters,  they  are  still  hunters  and 
fishermen,  the  bear — our  great  grizzly  and  other  bears  —  being  to 
them  what  the  buffalo  (bison)  has  been  to  our  Indians ;  and  brave 
bear-hunters  they  are. 

*  Primeval  connection  of  Japan  with  Asia  is  made  almost  certain  by  fatcts  c^oncerning  the  silva 
and  flora  of  Japan  and  Manchuna.    See  Rein,  "  Travels  and  Researches  m  Japan.'' 
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They  do  not  look  like  a  very  inferior  race.  They  are  broad-shoul- 
dered, with  large  foreheads  and  fine  dark  eyes, —  a  hairy  race,  the 
men  having  full  beards,  in  this  and  in  other  respects  differing  from 
the  Japanese.  Often  handsomer  than  the  latter,  they  have  features 
more  resembling  the  European  type.  The  missionary,  Mr.  Batchelor, 
who  has  lived  among  them  for  eight  years,  and  has  translated  the 
New  Testament  into  their  language,  told  me  that  they  are  not  stupid. 
They  can  learn  a  great  deal  if  they  are  taught.  They  are  gentle, 
truthful,  reverent.  Like  our  Indians,  they  believe  in  one  great  Cre- 
ator Spirit,  with  many  subordinate,  unseen  "gods,"  or  powers  of  nature. 
They  have  no  idols,  temples,  or  shrines  of  idolatry,  though  they  make 
many  simple  offerings  to  their  gods.  The  bear  is,  in  some  manner, 
sacred  to  them,  although  they  kill  it  and  eat  its  flesh  for  food.  One 
most  unhappy  superstition  with  them  is  that  they  must  drink  sak^  — 
rice  beer  —  in  worship  of  their  gods.  In  this  way  drunkenness  is 
common  among  the  men,  with  ruinous  effects.  This  is  their  greatest 
existing  curse. 

Lately,  after  ages  of  oppression  and  abuse  by  the  Japanese,  Chris- 
tian influence  has  begun  for  them  and  with  them  an  upward  move- 
ment. There  is  now  an  Ainu  Improvement  Society  in  Sapporo,  the 
capital  of  the  Hokkaido.  Not  long  before  leaving  Japan,  I  was  told 
that  twenty  Ainu  families  have  recently  asked,  and  had  granted  to 
them  by  the  authorities,  land  in  severalty.  They  have,  in  consequence, 
little  farms  of  twelve  and  a  half  acres  each,  on  which  they  can  live. 
Let  us  hope  that  their  rescue  from  extinction  may  yet  be  one  of  the 
triumphs  of  Christianit}\ 

Mr.  Philip  C.  Garrett. —  The  Business  Committee  has  directed 
me  to  report  several  resolutions,  apart  from  the  platform  which  will 
be  offered  for  adoption  by  the  Conference.  These  are  resolutions 
which  have  been  referred  to  the  Business  Committee. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  to  be  appointed  by  the  chair  to 
inquire  whether  any  adequate  official  compilation  of  the  laws  and  decisions  affect- 
ing Indians  exists  suitable  to  aid  the  duties  of  judges,  attorneys,  commissioners, 
and  Indian  agents,  and  to  report  whether  anything  further  would  be  useful  to 
that  purpose. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  committee  be  requested  to  arrange  for  the  preparation 
of  a  short  code  of  laws  for  Alaska,  or  to  report  on  the  expediency  and  the  method 
of  procuring  such  a  code. 

On  motion  this  resolution  was  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  by  the  chair  to  consider  and 
report  what  legislation  is  necessary  to  effectuate  the  foregoing  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  said  committee  shall  ascertain  what  rules  and  regulations,  if 
any,  have  been  adopted  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  under  and  pursuant  to 
the  authority  conferred  on  him  under  the  recent  act  of  Congress  in  reference  to 
selling  and  leasing  Indian  lands,  with  power  to  recommend  to  him  such  revision, 
alteration,  or  additions  as  said  committee  may  deem  advisable. 

Resolved,  That  the  alienation  by  sale  or  otherwise  of  lands  held  in  severalty  by 
Indians  should  be  regulated  and  governed,  as  far  as  practicable,  by  the  same  rules 
and  principles  that  are  applicable  to  the  alienation  of  lands  held  by  whites  under 
age,  and  not  otherwise. 

On  motion  this  resolution  was  adopted. 
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Resolvedy  We  urge  upon  Congress  the  necessity  of  such  legislation  as  shall 
secure  to  Mr.  Duncan  and  his  colonists  on  Annette  Island  in  Alaska  the  benefits 
of  a  town  site  law  so  framed  as  to  secure  to  them  each  a  title  to  the  land  upon 
such  town  site  as  shall  be  adapted  to  their  present  circumstances,  and  without  im- 
pairing their  rights  of  possession  in  the  island  under  existing  laws. 

Adopted. 

The  platform  was  then  read,  and,  after  an  hour's  discussion,  dur- 
ing which  some  verbal'  changes  were  made,  it  was,  on  motion, 
adopted  seriatim  and  as  a  whole.     It  is  as  follows :  — 

THE   MOHONK    PLATFORM. 

The  Mohonk  Conference  has  now  completed  twelve  years  of  work 
in  the  Indian  reforjn.  In  this  period  a  large  advance  has  been 
made.  The  interest  of  the  nation  in  the  condition  of  the  Indian 
has  been  greatly  increased.  Legislation  has  been  secured  of  great 
value,  culminating  in  the  Severalty  Law,  the  happy  result  of  which 
will  be  to  break  up  the  reservation  system  and  make  the  Indian  a 
citizen.  Great  principles  have  been  established.  This  Conference 
regards  it  as  settled  that  the  Indian  is  to  be  treated  as  a  man,  and 
ought  to  be  put  on  the  footing  of  other  men.  The  unfortunate  rela- 
tion which  he  has  held  as  a  ward  of  the  nation  is  a  relation  which  is 
incompatible  with  his  manhood,  and  should  be  brought  to  an  end  as 
soon  as  possible. 

We  believe  the  Indian  has  all  the  natural  qualifications  necessary 
for  his  education,  civilization,  and  Christianization ;  and  we  are 
satisfied  that,  while  we  must  be  careful  not  to  deprive  him  of  his 
rights,  we  must  be  equally  careful  not  to  pauperize  nor  enervate  him 
by  undue  paternalism. 

New  needs. are  constantly  arising;  and  there  is,  undoubtedly, 
work  still  for  all  friends  of  the  Indian  in  carrjdng  out  the  principles 
already  established  to  their  logical  results. 

We  find  that,  in.  the  actual  condition  of  the  Indian,  much  yet 
remains  to  be  done  to  secure  him  his  rights,  and  to  give  him  a 
proper  place  in  the  land  as  a  man,  a  citizen,  and  a  brother. 

The  wide-spread  corruption  existing  in  the  Indian  Territory,  as 
the  result  of  its  present  autonomous  reservation  system,  should 
excite  alarm  and  indignation  in  the  minds  of  all  good  citizens.  We 
earnestly  hope  that  the  measures  now  being  taken  by  the  govern- 
ment to  induce  the  five  civilized  tribes  to  take  land  in  severalty,  and 
exchange  their  tribal  governments  for  a  territorial  government,  may 
prove  successful. 

Recent  laws  permitting  Indians  to  lease  their  lands  are  widely  re 
suiting  in  dispossessing  ignorant  Indians  of  their  property  rights, 
without  an  adequate  return,  to  their  great  disadvantage  and  the 
enriching  of  designing  white  men.  We  recommend,  therefore,  that 
the  law  be  so  modified  as  to  render  it  possible  for  Indians  to  sell 
or  lease  their  lands  only  by  permission  of  a  judge  of  the  United 
States  District  Court,  upon  the  same  principles  which  protect  the 
lands  of  minor  heirs  among  the  whites  from  alienation. 
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We  regard  it  as  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  Indian  be 
encouraged  to  support  himself  and  his  family  by  work.  On  this 
account  we  deprecate  present  conditions  tending  to  make  the  Indian 
a  pauper,  such  as  issuing  rations  and  annuities,  and  the  lack  of  work 
and  of  markets  for  Indian  productions.  We  commend  the  efforts  of 
organizations  and  of  individuals  to  provide  work  and  markets,  and 
we  believe  that  rations  and  annuities  should  be  discontinued  as 
rapidly  as  proper  equivalents  can  be  provided. 

We  reiterate  the  affirmation  of  our  platform  of  1893:  that,  from 
funds  now  held  by  the  United  States  or  hereafter  created  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Indians,  provision  should  be  made  by  law  for  their  fair 
share  of  the  expense  of  local  improvements  and  taxes,  that  these 
burdens  may  not  rest  unjustly  on  the  communities  and  States  which 
include  in  their  territory  the  lands  of  Indians  who  hold  under  a  pro- 
tected title  and  are  exempt  from  taxation. 

We  are  glad  to  learn  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  has  ex- 
pressed his  purpose  to  suggest  to  Congress  at  the  coming  session  the 
passage  of  an  act  to  define  the  duties,  powers,  and  duration  of  office 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Indian  Schools,  thereby  removing  the  office 
from  the  crippling  influence  of  the  spoils  system,  and  securing  men 
of  the  highest  educational  ability.  Such  a  law  would  tend  to  place 
the  Indian  schools  in  a  condition  of  efficiency  equal  to  that  of  the 
best  public  schools  in  the  land.  The  salary  of  this  office  should  be 
commensurate  with  its  importance.  We  regret  that  it  has  been  re- 
cently reduced  to  a  point  wholly  inadequate. 

The  Severalty  Law,  and  other  reforms  inaugurated  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Indians,  are  effective  chiefly  as  they  are  executed  by  fit  men. 
It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  at  this  juncture  that  Indian  and  al- 
lotting agents  be  men  of  stanch  integrity  and  high  character.  Their 
tenure  of  office  should  not  be  subject  to  political  changes.  We  there- 
fore urge,  in  order  that  the  best  men  possible  be  secured,  that  larger 
salaries  be  paid,  and  that  the  administration  select  these  agents,  in 
accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  Civil  Service  Law,  for  their  fitness 
only. 

We  further  respectfully  urge  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
extend  by  executive  order  the  operation  of  the  Civil  Service  Law  to 
the  positions  of  disciplinarian,  assistant  matron,  farmer,  and  indus- 
trial teacher,  in  the  Indian  service ;  also,  that  agents'  clerks  and 
those  of  bonded  superintendents  of  schools  should  be  selected  by 
the  agents  and  superintendents  themselves. 

Our  attention  has  been  called  to  the  needs  of  Alaska.  This  part 
of  our  country  is  peculiarly  endangered  from  the  introduction  of 
intoxicating  liquors  among  the  Indians.  We  earnestly  hope  that 
the  government  will  appropriate  a  larger  sum  for  the  enforcement 
of  law.  A  further  appropriation  is  also  essential  to  provide  the 
natives  with  reindeer.  We  also  urge  larger  appropriations  for 
schools,  and  we  recommend  that  the  advantage  of  appropriations 
for  agricultural  stations  be  extended  to  Alaska  as  to  the  other  Ter- 
ritories. 

Indian  matters  are  now  in  a  period  of  transition.     The  operation 
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of  the  Severalty  Law  is  steadily  breaking  up  the  reservation  system 
and  scattering  Indians  on  individual  holdings.  The  Indians  are 
rapidly  becoming  citizens,  with  local  rights  and  duties.  In  view 
of  these  facts,  some  of  the  Indian  agencies  should  now  be  discon- 
tinued, the  district-school  system  should  be  introduced  as  rapidly 
as  possible ;  and  the  time  is  coming  when  the  Indian  Bureau,  as 
a  distinct  department  of  government,  may  well  be  abolished,  and 
the  education  of  the  Indian  be  placed  —  where  it  naturally  belongs 
—  in  connection  with  the  Bureau  of  Education,  until  it  shall  ulti- 
mately be  relegated  to  the  individual  States.  This  Conference  un- 
hesitatingly disapproves  the  continuance  of  any  appropriation  of 
public  moneys  for  sectarian  schools  for  the  Indians,  and  it  re- 
joices that  several  denominations  have  withdrawn  their  requests 
for  such  appropriations ;  and  it  earnestly  expresses  the  hope  that 
all  other  religious  bodies  now  receiving  aid  will  follow  this  example, 
and  so  affirm  the  distinctively  American'  principle  of  separation 
between  Church  and  State.  We  strongly  urge  the  religious  denom- 
inations of  this  country  thus  released  from  the  demands  of  the  sec- 
ular education  of  Indian  youth  to  redouble  their  efforts  in  distinc- 
tively religious  and  moral  work  on  behalf  of  the  Indians. 
To  recapitulate,  we  ask  :  — 

1.  That  the  five  civilized  tribes  of  the  Indian  Territory  be  per- 
suaded to  accept  a  territorial  government. 

2.  That  the  laws  be  modified  so  as  to  render  it  possible  for  Ind- 
ians to  sell  or  lease  their  lands  only  by  permission  of  a  judge  of 
the  United  States  District  Court. 

3.  That,  as  far  as  possible,  work  and  markets  be  provided  for 
Indians  by  organizations  and  individuals,  and  that  rations  and  an- 
nuities be  stopped  as  rapidly  as  a  proper  equivalent  is  provided. 

4.  That  provision  be  made  by  law  for  meeting,  from  Indian  funds, 
the  expenses  of  local  improvements  and  taxes  which  would  naturally 
fall  on  Indians  now  made  untaxable  by  law. 

5.  That  the  duties,  powers,  and  duration  of  office  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Indian  Schools  be  defined  by  law,  and  his  salary  be 
made  adequate. 

6.  That  the  spirit  of  the  civil  service  reform  should  be  applied 
in  the  appointment  of  Indian  agents  as  well  as  other  officials. 

7.  That  larger  appropriations  be  made  to  enforce  law  in  Alaska, 
and  also  to  provide  reindeer  for  the  natives. 

8.  That  the  work  of  transition  be  expedited  by  discontinuing 
some  of  the  Indian  agencies  and  introducing  the  district-school 
system  among  the  Indians ;  while  we  look  forward  to  the  eventual 
abolition  of  the  Indian  Bureau  and  the  relegation  of  Indian  schools 
to  the  care  of  the  individual  States. 

9.  That  all  religious  bodies  now  receiving  government  aid  for 
contract  schools  follow  the  example  of  other  denominations  in  with- 
drawing their  request  for  such  aid. 

10.  That  the  religious  bodies  redouble  their  efforts  in  distinc- 
tively religious  and  moral  work  on  behalf  of  the  Indians. 
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After  the  adoption  of  the  platform,  on  motion  of  Judge  Amoux, 
it  was  voted  that  the  chair  should  appoint  a  committee  to  wait  on 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  present  to  him  a  copy  of 
the  platform,  and  call  his  attention  to  its  several  features. 

The  committee  was  afterwards  appointed  as  follows :  General 
John  Eaton,  Dr.  Lyman  Abbott,  Mr.  Herbert  Welsh,  Dr.  Lucien 
Warner,  and  Professor  C.  C.  Painter. 

The  Committee  on  Changes  in  Indian  Laws  was  appointed  as  fol- 
lows :  Austin  Abbott,  Justice  William  Strong,  Hon.  Philip  C.  Garrett, 
Hon.  Darwin  R.  James,  and  Judge  Amoux. 

On  motion  it  was  voted  that  Mrs.  Isabel  C.  Barrows  and  Mr. 
Frank  Wood,  of  Boston,  should  constitute  a  Publication  Committee. 

The  Business  Committee  announced  that  Miss  Kate  Foote,  of 
Washington,  would  speak. 

Miss  Kate  Foote. —  We  are  about  three  hundred  guests  in  the 
hotel  this  week,  the  majority  of  whom  are  invited  here  by  Mr. 
Smiley.  We  all  feel  a  deep  sense  of  the  favors  extended  to  us ;  and 
I  have  been  requested  by  the  Business  Committee  to  draw  up  a 
resolution  which  should  be  hard  and  soft,  long  and  short,  which 
should  have  no  flattery  in  it,  and  yet  should  express  the  feelings 
of  three  hundred  people  for  the  time  we  are  here.  I  have  en- 
deavored to  do  that.  You  will  remark  that  the  resolution  is  a  solid 
little  chunk  in  the  middle,  and  I  have  to  make  remarks  before  it  and 
after  it;  and  then  our  President  will  read  the  resolution  for  your 
action. 

The  Twelfth  Annual  Conference  comes  to  its  close, —  golden,  glowing,  glorious 
in  the  matter  of  weather,  of  open  fires,  and  the  hospitality  of  our  hosts,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Smiley.  We  cannot  include  the  clerk  of  the  weather  in  our  vote  of  thanks, 
because  his  office  is  beyond  our  reach ;  but  we  can  think  of  him  with  gratitude  as 
we  remember  how  the  clouds  rolled  away  on  Wednesday  afternoon,  and  we  were 
able  to  see  how  Mr.  Smiley  holds  an  elevated  position  in  the  world,  and  likes  to 
draw  others  up  to  the  same  plane  with  himself.     Therefore 

Resolved^  That  we  desire,  as  we  think  of  the  hospitality  that  has  been  given  us, 
to  thank  our  host  and  hostess, —  to  say  how  comfortable  we  have  been  made, 
and  that  we  appreciate  the  manner  in  which  we  have  been  ministered  to,  both 
mentally  and  physically,  so  that  we  go  away  full  fed  both  in  our  inner  and  outer 
man. 

Is  that  a  sufficiently  bald,  unfulsome  statement  of  the  fact  that  we 
have  been  entertained  like  princes,  and  that  the  only  thing  we  have 
listened  to  with  sorrow  is  that  Mr.  Smiley  was  obliged  by  vote,  in 
the  early  days  of  the  Conference,  to  limit  the  meeting  to  three  days 
instead  of  giving  it  the  week  he  desired  ? 

The  resolution  was  seconded  in  a  witty  speech  by  Mr.  W.  H. 
McElroy,  of  New  York,  who  expressed  the  warmest  feelings  of 
gratitude  on  behalf  of  the  Conference  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smiley. 

Dr.  CuYLER. —  Mohonk  is  an  irresistible  magnetic  mountain.  It 
is  a  very  favorate  resort  with  me,  and  I  do  love  that  man  (Mr. 
Smiley)  as  if  I  were  his  very  twin  brother.  And  it  is  sweet  and  de- 
lightful  to   have  two  or  three   days  of  fellowship  with  the  choice 
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spirits  that  gather  round  this  council  board.  "  Many  are  called,  few 
are  choice,"  —  that  is  the  right  reading  of  that  passage.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  in  our  land  there  are  any  more  thoroughly  unselfish  hearts 
than  throb  together  here  right  around  this  table.  Bear  in  mind  that 
you  gather  here  simply  as  the  executors  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
to  act  in  reference  to  that  legacy  which  he  has  committed  to  you,  of 
those  far-away,  vanishing  children  of  his  out  yonder  on  the  plains 
and  prairies.  The  Indian  gives  you  no  retainer.  No  Indian  voice 
has  ever  yet  been  heard  in  the  halls  *  of  Congress,  and  the  political 
bearing  of  the  Indian  vote  weighs  less  than  nothing.  Yet  here  you 
come,  beloved  ones,  year  after  year,  just  to  put  up  a  lightning-rod 
towards  heaven,  to  avert  the  righteous  vengeance  of  Almighty  God 
for  the  wrongs  and  humiliations  and  outrages  exercised  on  his  chil- 
dren. That  is  what  calls  you  here.  And  the  reward  comes  from 
Him  who  saith,  "  Inasmuch  as  you  do  it  to  these  my  poor,  tawny- 
faced  children,  you  do  it  unto  me."  And  so,  beloved  friends,  in 
God's  name  I  bless  you  with  such  benediction  as  I  can  give  you. 

Seventy-eight  years  ago,  in  the  valley  of  the  Mohawk,  my  father 
helped  to  bear  a  part  in  the  funeral  of  Skenandoa,  a  famous  Oneida 
chief,  who  was  known  as  the  "white  man's  friend."  The  boot  was 
on  the  other  leg  then.  It  was  the  white  man  that  needed  the  Indian 
as  his  friend ;  and  it  was  old  Skenandoa  who  uttered  that  exquisite 
bit  of  eloquence  by  the  council  fire  when  he  said :  "I  am  an  aged 
hemlock.  The  winds  of  nearly  a  hundred  winters  have  whistled 
through  my  branches,  and  I  am  dead  at  the  top."  My  native 
county  of  Cayuga  contains  the  only  monument  ever  reared  on  Amer- 
ican soil  to  an  Indian. t  In  that  cemetery  of  Auburn,  a  few  yards 
from  the  grave  of  William  H.  Seward,  is  a  tablet  on  a  monument, 
"  Who  mourns  for  Logan  ? "  Not  one.  My  native  county  has 
erected  a  solid  obelisk  in  memory  of  the  man  who  was  also  "  the 
white  man's  friend." 

As  I  look  at  these  blessed  white  heads  and  at  that  grand  old 
Senator  to  whom  the  red  men  of  the  land  would  build  a  monument 
if  they  had  the  opportunity  to  do  it,  I  say  to  you,  "  Come  back 
again,  come  back  again  every  year,  brethren,  friends  of  the  Indian 
and  of  Jesus  Christ."  Don't  go  home,  Whittlesey.  For  I  feel  about 
you  as  old  Father  Taylor  did  when  he  was  brought  near  heaven,  and 
was  worrying  a  little  on  his  dying-bed,  and  some  one  said  to  him, 
**  Don't  you  be  worried: 'you  will  soon  be  among  the  angels." 
*'  What  do  I  care  for  that?"  said  the  old  man :  **  I  would  a  great  deal 
rather  be  here  among  folks."     And  so,  good  friends,  let  us  not  be  in 

*  In  this  short  address  I  say  that  **  no  Indian  voice  has  been  heard  in  Congress."  Mr.  Curtis,  of 
Kansas,  had  an  Indian  mother;  but  his  father  was  a  white  man.  So  he  is  not  really  an  Indian,  in 
the  proper  sense  of  the  word. —  t.  l.  c. 

t  With  reference  to  monuments  to  Indians  the  editor  has  collected  the  foUowinc  facts:  — 

On  the  council  house  grounds  at  Glen  Iris  there  is  a  monument  to  Mary  Jemison,  a  white 
woman,  who  was  captured  by  the  Indians  when  she  was  a  little  girl,  and  adopted  by  them  She  was 
twice  married,  each  time  to  an  Indian  chief.  Her  home  was  on  the  Gardeau  Reservation,  a  tract 
of  xTiQ'?  acres,  which  was  deeded  to  her  by  the  Indians  in  1797. 

There  is  a  monument  to  Logan  (Tadi-gah-jute)  in  the  cemetery  at  Auburn,  Cajruga  County,  N.Y., 
—  a  plain,  pyramidal  shaft  of  rough  stone. 

in  1891  a  monument  was  erected  to  Red  Jacket  (So-go-ya-wat>ha)  at  Canoga,  Seneca  County, 
N.V.,  which  is  claimed  to  be  his  birthplace.  A  monument  was  also  recently  erected  to  Red  Tadcet  m 
Forest  Lawn  Cemetery,  Buffalo,  about  which  lie  his  remains  and  those  of  five  other  Indian  chiftb. 
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a  hurry  to  go  there.  It  is  good  to  stay  down  here  among  folks,  such 
folks  as  our  beloved  brother  Smiley  welcomes  with  his  great  heart  to 
his  hospitable  hearthstone  year  after  year.  So  let  our  hearts  throb 
together  as  we  say  good-night. 

Miss  Footers  resolution  was  then  unanimously  passed. 

Mr.  A.  K.  Smiley. —  I  thank  you  most  cordially  for  your  kind 
words,  but  especially  do  I  thank  you  for  coming  here.  I  hope  that 
you  may  com6  year  after  year  until  this  whole  Indian  question  is 
settled,  until  all  the  Indians  have  their  full  rights,  as  we  have.  1 
propose  to  keep  up  these  Conferences  so  long  as  I  live ;  and,  if  I  am 
taken  away,  they  will  be  continued  after  me  until  the  Indians  are 
put  on  a  firm,  solid  basis. 

Sometimes  I  take  command  in  this  house,  and  I  propose  to  do  it 
now.  I  think  that  the  gentleman  who  has  so  successfully  presided 
over  you  is  entitled  to  our  warmest  thanks,  and  also  that  Busmess 
Committee  who  have  kept  at  work  so  many  hours  to  make  this  Con- 
ference a  success  is  also  entitled  to  thanks,  to  our  gratitude.  I 
would  move,  therefore,  that  the  thanks  of  the  Conference  be  given 
to  the  President,  to  the  Business  Committee,  and  to  the  secretaries. 

The  motion  was  put  by  Rev.  Dr.  McArthur,  and  was  unanimously 
carried. 

The  President  acknowledged  the  courtesy  in  a  few  words ;  and  the 
evening's  exercises  were  closed  by  the  recitation  by  Miss  Edna  Dean 
Proctor  of  a  poem  called  "  The  Captive's  Hymn,"  written  by  herself 
upon  an  incident  that  occurred  at  the  close  of  the  French  War  about 
1764. 

The  Conference  adjourned,  sine  die,  after  the  singing  of  "  God  be 
with  us  till  we  meet  again  "  and  the  benediction. 
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PREFACE. 


The  thirteenth  annual  meeting  of  the  Lake  Mohonk  Conference  of  Friends  of 
the  Indian  was  held,  through  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  K.  Smiley,  at  the 
Lake  Mohonk  House,  Ulster  County,  New  York,  Oct.  9-^11,  1895.  ^^^  ^^' 
sions  were  held.  Among  the  many  guests  were  several  government  officials  from 
Washington,  including  the  Honorable  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  who  were 
specially  welcome,  as  their  presence  and  words  showed  how  sincere  is  their  interest 
in  Indian  reform. 

The  report  has  been  delayed  by  untoward  accidents  and  circumstances  over 
which  the  editor  had  no  control.  But,  when  it  is  remembered  that  manuscript  for 
revision  or  proofs  for  correction  had  to  be  sent  to  at  least  thirty  persons,  and  that 
in  all  these  documents  travelled  not  less  than  twenty-two  thousand  miles,  the 
wonder  is  that  none  went  astray,  even  though  they  were  delayed.  Nor  must  we  be 
too  impatient  with  the  fact  that  in  the  pressure  of  professional  life  some  of  those 
who  took  part  in  the  proceedings  seemed  dilatory  in  returning  corrected  proofs. 
The  papers  were  well  worth  waiting  for,  and  the  volume  was  never  of  more  value 
than  this  year. 

One  copy  of  this  report  is  sent  to  each  member  of  the  Conference.  If  other 
copies  are  desired,  application  may  be  made  to  Mr.  A.  K.  Smiley. 

Boston,  Dec.  31,  1895. 
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THE  THIRTEENTH  LAKE  MOHONK  INDIAN 
CONFERENCE. 

if  tMt  &tiiion. 

Wednesday,  October  9, 1895. 


The  thirteenth  session  of  the  Lake  Mohonk  Indian  Conference 
began  Wednesday  morning,  Oct.  9,  1895,  assembled  at  the  in- 
vitation of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  K.  Smiley.  Among  the  guests  were 
representatives  of  the  government  at  Washington,  men  of  all  pro- 
fessions, army  officers,  and  several  Indians.  After  the  morning 
devotions  Mr.  Smiley  opened  the  Conference,  and  in  a  brief  speech 
welcomed  all  who  were  present  to  participate  in  the  proceedings. 
He  nominated  as  the  presiding  officer  President  Merrill  E.  Gates, 
who  was  unanimously  elected.  As.  Dr.  Gates  was  delayed,  so  that 
he  could  not  be  present  at  the  opening  session.  Dr.  Lyman  Abbott 
was  elected  to  preside  during  the  morning  meeting. 

Dr.  Abbott,  in  taking  the  chair,  reviewed  rapidly  the  changes  that 
have  taken  place  in  Indian  affairs  during  the  past  few  years.  After 
speaking  of  what  the  Lake  Mohonk  Conference  had  done  toward 
bringing  the  reservation  system  to  a  close  and  inaugurating  a  broad 
educational  system  under  the  charge  of  and  supported  by  the 
government,  he  continued  as  follows:  — 

Now  there  remain  some  other  questions.  What  shall  be  done  for 
the  protection  of  the  Indian  while  he  is  in  the  transition  state  ?  He 
has  his  land  given  to  him ;  but  he  is  not  taxed,  because  experience 
has  shown  that,  if  his  lands  could  be  taxed,  there  was  danger  that 
they  might  be  taxed  away  from  him.  What  is  to  be  done  in  this  di- 
rection ?  For  my  own  part  I  am  very  sure  that  the  Indian,  during 
the  period  of  transition,  should  have  a  right  wherever  he  is  to  ap- 
peal to  the  federal  courts ;  but  it  is  certain  that  to-day  in  many  local- 
ities he  is  neither  amenable  to  law  on  one  side  nor  able  to  appeal  to 
the  law  on  the  other.  I  hope  we  shall  have  a  clear  statement  of 
some  of  the  injustices  and  wrongs  growing  out  of  that  condition  and 
suggestions  as  to  what  practical  remedy  can  be  devised  and  put  into 
execution  to  get  for  the  Indian  that  protection  of  law  which  is  the 
basis  of  all  civilization.  Then  there  is  the  Indian  Territory,  which 
stands  in  a  peculiar  relation,  different  from  the  reservations  in 
general.     It  is  not  for  me  to  give  any  statement  of  what  that  differ- 
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ence  is,  but  the  Commission  that  has  been  appointed  to  inquire  into 
this  has  gone  far  enough  to  discover  great  wrong  and  injustice 
there.  Senator  Dawes  is  the  chairman  of  that  Commission,  and  we 
shall  expect  to  hear  from  him  on  that  subject.  Whatever  remedies 
are  to  be  applied  must  be  applied  by  Congress,  but  we  must  help  to 
form  the  public  opinion  that  shall  secure  such  remedies  in "  Congress. 
Then  there  is  the  question  of  administration.  We  are  all  aware  that 
the  Indian  service  has  suffered  a  great  deal  from  constant  changes 
for  political  reasons.  I  am  sure  also  that  it  may  be  said  with  great 
confidence  that  the  present  administration,  and  especially  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior,  is  very  desirous  of  getting  the  Indian  depart- 
ment out  of  politics  and  making  the  administration  non-partisan.  I 
hope  and  trust  that  we  shall  have  some  consideration  of  that  subject, 
and  that  we  shall  not  adjourn  without  pledging  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  and  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  our  co-opera- 
tion in  any  feasible  plan  that  promises  to  accomplish  this  result. 
As  I  understand  the  facts,  the  administration  has  gone  as  far  as  it 
can  well  go  to  place  it  under  civil  service  rules.  Indian  agents  can- 
not be  appointed  under  those  rules.  The  question  whether  any- 
thing else  can  be  done  to  secure  legal  exemption  of  the  Indian  de- 
partment from  the  spoils  system  is  the  most  important  question 
next  to  the  law  question.     It  is  largely  a  question  of  administration. 

On  motion  the  following  persons  were  elected  :  — 

Secretaries,  Mr.  Joshua  W.  Davis  and  Mrs.  Isabel  C.  Barrows. 

Treasurer,  Mr.  Frank  Wood,  Boston. 

Committee  on  Business  and  Resolutions,  Dr.  Lyman  Abbott,  Rev. 
Dr.  M.  E.  Strieby,  Mr.  Austin  Abbott,  Mrs.  A.  S.  Quinton,  Miss 
Anna  L.  Dawes,  Dr.  L.  C.  Warner,  Mr.  Herbert  Welsh,  Hon.  W.  T. 
Harris. 

The  first  paper  of  the  morning  was  read  by  General  E.  Whittlesey. 


SURVEY   OF  THE   FIELD. 

BY   GENERAL    E.    WHITTLESEY. 

I  hold  in  my  hand  the  proof-sheets  of  the  first  few  pages  of  the 
annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs.  I  am  re- 
stricted to  the  bare  mention  of  a  few  of  the  more  important  matters 
which  are  contained  in  this  interesting  report. 

The  appropriations  for  the  entire  Indian  service  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  1896,  are  ^6,716,712.24. 

That  is  $16,200.94  less  than  for  the  previous  year.  For  educa- 
tion the  amount  appropriated  is  $2,056,000.02,  2  per  cent,  less 
than  the  previous  year;  and  that  year  the  appropriation  was  about 
9  per  cent,  less  than  the  year  before.     That  year   the  appropria- 
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tion  was  2  per  cent,  less  than  the  former  years.  So  for  the  last 
three  years  the  appropriations  for  education  have  been  sadly  di- 
minishing. Notwithstanding  that,  the  attendance  at  all  the  schools 
during  the  last  year  is  more  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  en- 
rolment was  23,096,  and  the  average  attendance,  18,188,  was  968 
more  than  in  the  previous  year.  You  can  see  that  the  greatest 
economy  and  prudence  must  have  been  exercised  by  the  adminis- 
trative officers  in  bringing  up  the  attendance  in  this  way,  while  the 
appropriations  were  less  than  for  the  previous  year. 

The  educational  work  has  been  carried  on  in  the  same  lines  as  in 
former  years,  and  all  the  different  classes  of  schools  have  been  kept 
in  operation  as  before.  An  effort  has  been  made  to  place  the  Ind- 
ian children  in  the  public  schools  of  the  various  States  without  any 
very  great  success  as  yet  on  account  of  the  prejudice  that  exists 
against  mingling  the  Indians  and  whites  in  schools.  Still  there  has 
been  some  advance.  The  number  so  placed  during  the  last  year  is 
nearly  double  the  number  of  the  former  year,  being  487  last  year. 
I  need  not  give  the  statistics  of  the  various  classes  of  schools ;  but 
I  will  just  say  a  few  words  in  regard  to  the  contract  schools, —  a  mat- 
ter which  has  been  before  this  Conference  so  often.  The  whole 
amount  assigned  for  the  support  of  contract  schools  during  the  pres- 
ent year  is  $370,796,  a  reduction  of  20  per  cent,  in  accordance  with 
a  law  passed  by  the  last  Congress. 

Great  difficulty  has  been  experienced  by  the  Commissioner  in  mak- 
ing this  reduction,  but  he  says  that  he  had  decided  not  to  make  a 
uniform  horizontal  reduction  everywhere.  He  has  continued  with- 
out modification  contracts  with  schools  at  points  where  the  govern- 
ment has  no  schools  or  where  there  are  very  inadequate  school  facil- 
ities. He  has  also  reduced  the  number  of  pupils  to  be  contracted 
for  at  points  where  the  government  had  already  provided  school  ac- 
commodations. In  some  schools  the  per  capita  allowance  has  been 
reduced.  Some  schools  have  been  taken  under  the  entire  charge  of 
the  government  which  had  been  formerly  under  the  different  denom- 
inations. A  very  excellent  school  plant  has  been  established  at  the 
La  Point  Agency  in  Wisconsin.  It  was  my  privilege  to  visit  that 
reservation  last  spring,  and  I  saw  the  excellent  work  which  the  agent 
has  been  doing  for  the  education  of  the  Flambeaux  Indians.  New 
buildings  are  in  process  of  erection  at  several  other  points.  It  has 
been  determined  among  others  to  give  five  new  schools  to  the  Nava- 
joes,  who  have  so  long  been  neglected  and  who  for  so  many  years 
have  been  utterly  indifferent  to  all  educational  privileges.  A  great 
awakening  has  taken  place  among  them,  and  they  are  very  anxious  to 
have  their  children  educated. 

Besides  all  that  has  been  done,  there  are  yet  many  needs  in  the 
Indian  school  ser\dce.  Large  numbers  of  children  are  yet  unpro- 
vided for,  although  the  enrolment  for  the  last  year  amounts  to  some- 
thing more  than  60  per  cent,  of  all  the  Indian  school  population  of 
the  tribes  outside  of  the  five  so-called  civilized  tribes  of  the  old  Indian 
Territory,  though  these  tribes  are  not  more  civilized  than  many  other 
tribes.     The  Indians  of  the  State  of  New  York  are  provided  for  by 
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that  State.  Though  more  than  60  per  cent,  are  thus  provided  for, 
there  remain  thousands  and  thousands  of  Indian  children  for  whom 
there  are  no  school  facilities. 

On  two  reservations  the  school  plants  have  been  consumed  by  fire, 
at  Santee  and  White  Earth ;  and,  although  temporary  arrangements 
have  been  made  for  the  accommodation  of  the  schools,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  erect  school  buildings.  At  the  Rosebud  Agency  there  is 
no  boarding-school,  and  never  has  been;  but  one  is  much  needed. 
All  this  shows  that  there  is  yet  much  to  be  done.  There  is  work 
enough  to  be  accomplished.  The  Commissioner  writes  an  interesting 
paragraph  with  regard  to  field  matrons  and  field  teachers :  — 

Upon  the  recommendation  of  the  agents  at  Standing  Rock  and  Rosebud  Agen- 
cies there  have  been  established  among  the  Sioux  the  positions  of  **  female  indus- 
trial teachers  (field  service),"  payable  from  the  Sioux  educational  fund.  Their 
duties  are  similar  to  those  of  the  field  matrons, —  vbiting  Indian  homes  and  teach- 
ing the  women  the  art  of  domestic  economy.  The  importance  of  this  work  is  very 
great,  and  will  have  a  direct  bearing  upon  the  education  of  the  girls,  and  make 
brighter  the  home  life  of  the  returned  pupils. 

For  strictly  field  matron  work  Congress  gave  for  the  current  fiscal  year  $5,000 
more  than  last  year,  making  the  appropriation  $10,000.  This  enables  the  office 
to  heed  a  few  more  calls  of  agents  and  Indians  for  field  matrons  to  be  assigned  to 
their  fields  ;  but,  for  want  of  funds,  quite  as  many  requests  have  been  refused  as 
have  been  granted. 

I  trust  that  the  appropriation  for  next  year  will  grant  a  still  further  increase  in 
the  fund.  No  doubt  as  to  the  value  of  the  service  rendered  by  field  matrons  to- 
ward ameliorating  and  elevating  Indian  home  life  has  ever  been  suggested.  As  an 
experiment,  its  success  was  conceded  beforehand ;  and  four  years  of  actual  experi- 
ence only  strengthens  belief  in  the  good  which  is  being  accomplished  by  the  ex- 
penditures for  such  work. 

With  regard  to  the  allotments  of  land  the  report  does  not  give  a 
complete  statement.  It  goes  as  far  as  to  say  that  4,466  patents  have 
been  issued  during  the  last  year,  and  something  more  than  2,000 
have  been  approved  by  the  Indian  Oflftce,  and  the  patents  are  now 
being  prepared. 

One  other  matter  is  of  interest.  The  department  is  giving  em- 
ployment in  the  schools  and  in  other  ways  to  as  many  as  possible  of 
the  graduates  of  the  larger  no n- Reservation  Indian  schools.  The 
policy  is  to  appoint,  where  it  is  possible,  assistant  teachers  from  this 
class  of  graduates;  and  many  are  now  thus  employed.  With  regard 
to  other  appointments  in  the  service  the  policy  is  to  promote  from  lower 
positions  men  who  have  proved  eflftcient  and  faithful  to  higher  posi- 
tions up  to  the  agent.  In  that  connection  it  may  not  be  improper 
for  me  to  say  that  at  the  Conference  in  Washington  last  January  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  pleased  greatly  all  who  were  assembled  by 
announcing  that  it  was  his  determination  to  make  the  Indian  school 
service  from  this  time  on  absolutely  non-partisan ;  that  his  plan  was 
to  appoint  civilian  agents  for  vacancies,  employing,  when  possible, 
those  who  had  formerly  been  in  the  service  and  had  done  good  work 
without  regard  to  their  political  connections ;  that  his  policy  would 
be  to  advance  clerks  who  had  proved  eflficient.  During  the  last  year 
that  plan  has  been  carried  out  to  my  knowledge.     I  believe  the  Sec- 
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retary  is  entirely  sincere  in  his  determination  to  make  the  service 
non-partisan. 

Two  or  three  other  matters  I  may  briefly  allude  to.  The  so-called 
Bannock  War  turned  out  to  be  a  dastardly  outrage  of  some  white 
men  upon  innocent  Indians.  It  has  caused  the  department  at  Wash- 
ington a  great  deal  of  anxiety.  It  has  cost  a  good  many  thousands 
of  dollars  in  the  movement  of  troops,  and  has  cost  the  lives  of  inno- 
cent men,  women,  and  children. 

Another  matter  is  the  Ogden  land  claim  in  the  State  of  New  York. 
The  appropriation  bill  for  the  current  fiscal  year  provides  that  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  negotiate  with 
the  Ogden  Land  Company 

for  the  purchase  of  the  interests  said  company  may  possess,  if  any,  in  the  Catta- 
raugus and  Allegany  Indian  reservations  in  the  State  of  New  York. 

He  is  also  authorized  to  negotiate  with  the  said  Indians  under  such  rules  and 
regulations  as  he  may  prescribe  as  to  the  terms  upon  which  the  said  Indians  will 
consent  to  the  United  States  purchasing  the  interest  of  said  company  in  said  reser- 
vations, if  such  interest  is  found  to  exist ;  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  shall 
make  a  full  report  to  Congress  of  his  proceedings  under  this  provision. 

The  Secretary  at  my  suggestion  appointed  Mr.  Philip  C.  Garrett, 
of  Philadelphia,  to  negotiate  for  the  purchase  of  this  claim  which  has 
been  hanging  over  the  Indians  for  so  long.  I  do  not  know  that  any- 
thing has  yet  been  accomplished.  Certain  legal  points  in  connec- 
tion with  it  have  been  referred  to  the  Department  of  Justice  for 
opinion. 

The  matter  of  leases  of  Indian  lands  allotted  was  before  the  Con- 
ference last  year,  and  had  been  very  thoroughly  investigated  by  our 
lamented  friend,  Mr.  Painter.  The  same  provision  is  contained  in 
the  appropriation  bill  this  year.  The  disastrous  result  from  this  leas- 
ing, especially  among  the  Omahas  and  Winnebagoes,  will  be  presented 
more  fully  later. 

Nothing  has  been  said  to  show  that  there  is  anything  in  the  situa- 
tion and  outlook  to  cause  discouragement,  but  much  to  fill  us  with 
confidence  and  hope  for  the  future. 

But  there  yet  remains  much  land  to  be  possessed,  much  work  to 
be  done.  It  is  only  by  hard,  patient,  and  faithful  labor  that  the 
rough  material  of  human  nature  can  be  shaped  into  forms  of  refine- 
ment and  civilization.  We  must  hand  over  this  work  very  soon  to 
younger  hands  and  men  of  stronger  brains  and  better  hearts ;  and 
they  with  the  blessing  of  God  will  accomplish  that  which  sometimes 
seems  to  us  impossible,  and  we  trust  that  they  and  their  descendants 
will  see  the  work  in  which  we  are  so  much  interested  fully  achieved. 

Dr.  Lyman  Abbott. — I  think  it  would  be  hard  to  find  a  younger 
man  with  better  brain  and  better  heart  than  the  one  who  has  just 
spoken  to  us.  We  have  made  no  reference  to  those  who  have  gone 
from  their  work  on  earth  to  what  I  believe  is  the  larger  work  of  the 
other  world,  because  this  evening  one  hour  is  to  be  taken  to  pay 
their   memories   some   tribute  of   respect.     Among   them   was   Mr. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


12 


Painter,  and  perhaps  no  man  ever  brought  us  more  in  a  large  way 
than  he  was  accustomed  to  bring  from  year  to  year.  His  work  has 
been  taken  up  by  Mr.  Francis  E.  Leupp,  who  will  speak  to  us  next 


THE   SOUTHERN    UTES. 

BY    MR.    FRANCIS    E.    LEUPP. 

Mr,  Chairman^  Ladies  and  Gentlemen^ —  The  month  of  June  and  a 
part  of  July  I  passed  among  the  Utes  in  Southern  Colorado.  You 
may  remember  the  fight  which  my  predecessor  made,  and  which  he 
so  gloriously  won,  in  preventing  the  Colorado  people  from  driving 
the  Southern  Utes  into  Utah  and  putting  them  upon  a  reservation 
entirely  unfitted  for  their  advancement.  The  reservation  on  which 
they  now  are  is  about  no  miles  long  by  15  wide  in  the  south- 
western part  of  Colorado.  Congress  at  its  last  session  passed  a  bill 
—  whose  author  I  cannot  discover  —  which  provides  for  cutting  the 
reservation  in  two,  concentrating  the  tribe  upon  the  west  40  miles, 
with  a  small  addition  in  New  Mexico,  and  throwing  open  the  rest  to 
white  settlers. 

The  Southern  Ute  tribe  contains  about  a  thousand  members. 
They  are  divided  into  three  bands, —  the  Weeminuches,  the  Moaches, 
and  the  Capotes.  The  most  unprogressive  band,  the  Weeminuches, 
live  already  at  the  west  end  of  the  reservation.  They  care  simply  to 
ride  their  horses,  hunt,  and  indulge  in  savage  pastimes.  The  more 
progressive  Indians  are  at  the  east  end  of  the  reservation.  Last  win- 
ter's act  gives  permission  to  any  of  the  Indians  who  desire,  and 
whom  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  considers  fit,  to  take  land  in  se\'- 
eralty  on  the  east  end  of  the  reservation  before  it  is  thrown  open. 
This  plan  was  hatched  in  Durango,  which  occupies  a  position  just 
north  of  the  middle  of  the  part  to  be  opened  to  white  settlers.  That 
town  was  anxious  to  have  the  land  thrown  open,  so  that  new  railroads 
might  go  through,  and  more  trade  be  developed.  The  consent  of 
three-fourths  of  the  adult  male  Indians,  which  is  customary,  was  not 
required,  but  only  that  of  a  bare  majority.  When  the  vote  was  taken, 
a  majority  of  just  five  was  shown,  but  that  was  unquestioned ;  and 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  seemed  to  have  no  option  but  to  move 
to  the  west  end  of  the  reser\'ation  that  part  of  the  tribe  who  did  not 
take  allotments. 

Prior  to  allowing  the  bill  to  pass,  the  Colorado  senators,  who  were 
in  communication  constantly  with  their  constituents,  went  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior,  and  asked  him  what  he  intended  to  do  when 
the  bill  came  to  him  for  approval.  He  told  them  that  he  thought  it 
would  be  much  wiser  for  Congress  to  pass  some  resolution  which 
would  indicate  its  intention  to  let  these  Southern  Utes  alone,  and 
then  allow  the  Indian  Office  to  see  what  it  could  do  toward  bringing 
them  up  to  civilization  under  conditions  of  assured  stability.     They 


Digitized  by 


Google 


13 

got  him  to  put  this  idea  into  the  form  of  a  written  letter,  and  to  add 
that  he  did  not  consider  most  of  these  Indians*  fit  for  allotment 
at  present ;  that  there  were  about  twenty  or  thirty  who  had  shown 
some  disposition  to  farm  and  adopt  civilized  ways,  but  that  to  the 
rest  of  the  tribe  he  thought  it  would  be  unwise  to  make  allotments. 
With  that  letter  in  their  pockets  they  went  on  and  passed  the  bill^ 
trusting  that  the  Secretary  would  refuse  to  allot  land  to  more  than 
the  twenty  or  thirty,  as  that  would  give  them  an  opportunity  to  push 
the  rest  into  the  west  end.  But,  when  the  Secretary  came  to  put  the 
bill  into  operation,  he  found  himself  confronted  with  this  problem. 
Here  were  the  progressive  Indians  who  were  to  be  pushed  in  among 
the  unprogressive  Indians,  which  meant  their  certain  degradation. 
They  would  lose  every  iota  of  civilization  they  had  acquired.  How 
could  he  save  them  from  such  a  fate  ?  He  made  this  test  as  to  the 
fitness  of  an  Indian  for  allotment :  Did  he  desire  to  take  land  in 
severalty,  after  he  had  had  explained  to  him  what  allotment  meant, 
and  all  the  conditions  of  citizenship  ?  It  was  not,  mark  you,  a  con- 
dition which  the  Secretary  had  invited  himself ;  but  it  had  been  forced 
upon  him.  He  therefore  ordered  a  roll  to  be  made  of  those  who 
wished  allotments.  When  the  Indians  assembled.  Major  Kidd,  who 
was  the  commissioner  solely  authorized  by  the  Interior  Department 
to  make  the  enrolment,  was  absent  on  other  business,  and  had  de- 
puted his  work  to  the  agency  clerk.  The  clerk  could  not  do  any- 
thing but  his  delegated  duty;  and  the  agent,  owing  to  Major  Kidd's 
having  been  constituted  sole  representative  of  the  department,  did 
not  feel  authorized  to  take  any  part  in  the  conference.  I  therefore 
rose  before  the  signing  began,  and  said  that  I  was  willing  to  take 
the  responsibility  of  stopping  the  whole  business  till  I  was  sure  that 
the  Indians  knew  what  they  were  going  into.  I  then  explained  to 
the  Indians  what  citizenship  meant,  putting  the  worst  side  of  it  to 
them.  I  made  them  understand  that,  as  citizens,  they  could  no  longer 
be  treated  as  children ;  that  they  would  be  amenable  to  the  laws  like 
any  white  person ;  that,  if  an  Indian  should  get  drunk,  or  steal,  or 
commit  any  other  offence  against  the  law,  he  would  be  arrested  by 
the  sheriff  or  the  police,  and  locked  up  and  punished,  just  as  a  white 
man  would  be.  I  knew  that  that  would  be  a  most  forcible  argument 
with  them.  I  had  the  agency  interpreter  turn  my  words  into  their 
language,  of  which  I  understood  enough  to  keep  a  general  run  of 
what  he  was  saying.  Then  I  invited  questions.  Buckskin  Charley, 
chief  of  the  Moaches,  asked  several  that  were  intelligent  concerning 
taxation  and  other  kindred  matters,  showing  that  the  Indians  under- 
stood what  I  had  told  them.  Then  he  made  a  few  remarks  to  his 
own  people,  and  the  enrolment  began.  Most  of  those  present  decided 
that  they  would  take  land  in  severalty, —  not  that  they  desired  it,  but 
because  it  seemed  the  only  way  to  prevent  their  being  removed. 

Colonel  Day,  the  Southern  Ute  agent,  is  a  typical  South-western 
man  in  every  way ;  but  he  was  the  only  person  in  that  whole  com- 
munity who  was  standing  by  the  Indians.  And  he  has  stood  by  them 
manfully.  He  has  refused  to  allow  the  Indians  to  be  badgered  or 
betrayed.     He  has  stood  out  all  alone,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  he  has 
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been  threatened  with  injuries  and  indignities  of  all  sorts,  including 
the  boycotting  of  his  paper  and  such  personal  assaults  as  would  make 
it  disagreeable  for  his  family  to  continue  to  live  in  Durango.  He 
had  been  through  the  Civil  War,  though,  as  General  Blair's  chief  of 
scouts,  and  knew  something  of  roughing  it ;  and  these  things  did  not 
frighten  him. 

The  end  of  the  whole  story  was  that  an  allotting  commission  was 
appointed.  Mr.  Julius  Schutze,  of  Texas,  a  German  editor  of  prom- 
inence, was  made  chairman.  Colonel  Day  the  second  member,  and 
Major  Kidd  the  third.  They  are  now  making  the  allotments.  The 
condition  of  the  Indians  is  not  far  advanced  in  civilization.  A  good 
many  are  blanket  Indians  still ;  but  they  are  naturally  a  clever  lot  of 
men,  and  a  number  of  them  have  taken  up  farming  with  a  desire  to  do 
something  at  it.  Buckskin  Charley  has  sixty  acres,  which  he  culti- 
vates himself  or  with  the  help  of  Mexicans.  I  found  him  working 
in  the  field.  His  wife  has  adopted  some  of  the  ideas  of  white 
women.  He  has  built  some  rude  but  substantial  little  houses  for 
himself  and  for  his  cattle,  and  his  wife  has  trained  vines  against 
them  as  a  white  woman  would.  The  Ute  women  are  ver)'  bright,  but 
they  have  never  had  an  opportunity  of  doing  anything  for  themselves. 
The  only  "field  matron"  they  have  is  the  agency  trader.  He 
bought  a  sewing-machine,  and  invited  the  Indian  women  to  learn  sew- 
ing. A  number  came  over  and  took  lessons.  They  grasped  the  idea 
readily,  and  soon  were  able  to  make  garments.  Of  course,  the  trader 
has  an  eye  to  the  main  chance.  He  realizes  that  the  more  the  women 
can  sew,  the  more  dresses  they  will  want. 

The  future  of  these  Indians  is  probleniatical.  The  west  end  of  the 
reservation  is  an  arid  desert.  There  is  only  one  river  on  it,  the 
Mancos,  which  dries  up  by  the  middle  of  August  every  year.  There 
are  seven  rivers  on  the  east  end,  where  the  allotments  are  in  prog- 
ress. 

Several  difficulties  present  themselves  in  endeavoring  to  execute 
the  new  law  for  the  good  of  the  Indians.  The  first  thing  necessary 
is  to  arrange  for  irrigating  that  part  of  the  reservation  to  which  the 
bulk  of  the  tribe  will  be  removed.  And  some  way  will  have  to  be 
found  of  irrigating  the  ranches  of  those  who  take  land  in  severalt}'. 
Under  the  laws  of  Colorado  water  rights  issue  in  the  order  in  which 
the  claims  are  "  proved  up,"  and  of  course  the  whites  are  trying  to 
get  all  the  water  possible.  It  may  be  necessary  to  buy  a  few  ranches 
above  the  reservation  which  have  water  sources,  in  order  to  control 
the  water  below.  But  I  am  sure  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
takes  the  greatest  interest  in  this  matter,  and  will  do  all  that  he  pos- 
sibly can  for  the  tribe. 

The  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  was  invited  to  speak. 

Commissioner  Browning. —  Mr,  President,  Ladies  and  Gentle- 
men, —  I  appreciate  highly  the  privilege  of  being  here  and  of  listen- 
ing to  those  whom  I  know  to  be  friends  of  the  Indian.  I  have 
heretofore  read  with  pleasure  and  profit  the  proceedings  of  the  Con- 
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ferences  held  here,  but  this  is  the  first  time  I  have  had  an  opportu- 
nity to  come.  It  has  been  a  busy  year  at  the  Indian  Office.  I  have 
taken  no  outing ;  and  those  who  have  come  to  offer  advice  and  sug- 
gestions have  not  always  done  so  with  an  eye  single  to  improving 
the  condition  of  the  Indians.  I  wanted  to  come  here,  and  thought 
that  by  doing  so  I  might  have  my  spiritual  and  bodily  strength  re- 
newed, and  return  to  my  work  with  new  zeal.  I  made  a  special 
effort  to  have  my  annual  report  printed,  that  I  might  bring  copies  of 
it  here  for  distribution.  I  failed  in  this,  but  there  will  be  proof- 
sheets  of  it  in  the  hands  of  General  Whittlesey  for  the  use  of  the 
members  of  the  Conference. 

One  of  the  important  things  a  judge  learns  when  he  enters  upon 
his  duties  on  the  bench  is  to  gracefully  reverse  his  own  decision  if 
he  finds  that  he  has  been  led  into  delivering  an  erroneous  one.  So 
where  mistakes  have  been  made  in  my  work,  or  if  it  is  found  that 
the  work  is  being  prosecuted  in  the  wrong  direction,  I  desire  to  call 
a  halt,  **  about  face,"  if  necessary,  and  work  upon  other  lines.  I 
will  not  further  interrupt  the  regular  proceedings  of  the  Conference. 
If,  during  the  discussions  that  hereafter  take  place,  I  can  give  you 
any  information  that  will  aid  you,  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  do  it. 

I  thank  you  for  your  cordial  reception. 

Dr.  Abbott. —  We  have  all  been  interested  in  the  reports,  which 
have  been  fragmentary,  of  the  work  which  Dr.  Charles  Eastman  has 
been  doing  in  establishing  Young  Men^s  Christian  Associations 
among  the  Indians ;  and  we  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  him. 

Dr.  Eastman. —  Although  I  am  myself  an  Indian,  and  travel  among 
Indians  and  study  their  nature  as  if  I  were  not  of  the  same  race,  I 
am  anxious  to  learn  more  about  them.  We  all  have  peculiar  ideas 
and  theories  in  regard  to  the  Indians.  We  are  earnest  and  enthusi- 
astic in  our  theories.  It  is  perfectly  natural  that  we  should  try  to 
get  hold  of  the  Indian  as  a  whole,  and  train  him  body,  mind,  and 
soul ;  but  it  is  hard  to  know  how  this  is  to  be  done.  Missionaries 
work  among  them  faithfully,'  and  many  schools  are  established  for 
Indians  in  the  East  and  at  their  own  homes ;  but  the  outcome  is 
slow  and  sometimes  discouraging.  I  see  here  and  there  barbarism 
among  Indians  who  are  supposed  to  be  well  advanced,  but  I  see 
similar  things  in  the  highest  civilization.  We  must  not  therefore  be 
too  much  discouraged,  but  keep  in  mind  that  all  these  efforts  are  for 
good. 

My  special  work  was  started  by  the  missionaries.  It  succeeded 
to  a  certain  extent,  but  I  want  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations 
among  the  Indians  to  be  like  those  among  white  people.  They 
should  be  able  to  hold  the  young  men  who  have  been  trained  in  the 
E^st,  and  keep  them  in  the  right  way  when  they  return  to  their 
homes.  The  object  is  to  interest  young  men  in  other  young  men. 
In  the  old  days  the  young  men  of  the  tribes  were  a  power.  That 
time  has  died  out ;  but  we  can  regain  that  power,  and  utilize  it.  We 
must  prepare  them  by  physical  and  mental  training  to  develop  their 
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higher  faculties.  There  are  excellent  Christians  among  the  Indians, 
but  one  of  the  sad  features  that  I  have  found  is  that  there  is  a  de- 
nominational line  which  is  not  good  for  the  young  men.  Such  a 
thing  may  not  be  dangerous  to  you,  because  you  are  so  advanced  in 
civilization ;  but  it  is  a  great  detriment  to  our  people.  It  obstructs 
any  true  progress.  We  have  a  good  many  Christian  people  and 
good  churches  here  and  there,  and  yet  there  is  much  superficial 
Christianity  among  our  Indians  that  I  would  like  to  see  done  away 
with.  What  I  wish  to  do  is  to  establish  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciations, and  invite  every  man  to  go  in,  whether  he  is  a  Congregation- 
alist,  Presbyterian,  Episcopalian,  or  whatever  he  may  be.  We  want 
to  study  together  simple,  practical  Bible  studies.  We  want  physical 
exercises,  that  we  may  improve  our  muscles.  We  want  other  studies, 
that  we  may  improve  our  minds,  and  so  encourage  one  another. 
Then,  when  a  student  comes  back,  we  can  bring  him  in  among  our- 
selves. There  is  no  life  in  our  young  men  to-day.  The  spirit  of  the 
Indian  is  broken,  and  he  can  never  accomplish  anything  unless  it  is 
revived.  That  is  what  we  want  to  do  through  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Associations.  But  it  takes  men,  time,  money,  and  sacrifice. 
We  want  to  get  the  Indian  to  see  that  he  can  improve  his  body,  his 
mind,  his  soul,  just  as  well  as  any  other  race.  These  things  are  not 
hard  for  us  with  our  surroundings,  but  they  are  harder  for  the  Indian. 
He  has  been  so  long  on  the  shady  side  of  civilization  that  he  is 
accustomed  to  it,  and  it  has  hardened  his  feelings. 

The  young  men  are  becoming  interested  in  these  Young  Men's 
Christian  Associations.  We  can  organize  two  or  three  in  every 
reservation.  There  we  can  have  meetings  weekly,  and  establish  some 
kind  of  athletic  sports.  There  are  no  games  now  among  the  Indian 
race  but  gambling  games.  I  want  to  do  away  with  all  that.  I  want 
to  have  pure,  elevating,  strengthening  games  and  sports.  These  we 
can  have  under  the  auspices  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 
tion. I  went  not  long  since  to  Standing  Rock  Agency,  where  they 
were  issuing  beef ;  and  there  were  hundreds  of  young  men  together, 
racing  ponies  and  betting.  Now,  that  is  not  entirely  the  fault  of 
the  Indian.  It  is  the  condition  they  live  in.  It  is  because  of  the 
lack  of  healthy,  proper,  enjoyable  games  that  they  fall  into  these 
things. 

My  work,  then,  you  see,  is  to  try  to  get  the  young  men  to  sympa- 
thize with  one  another,  to  hold  together  for  developing  their  man- 
hood, their  character.  I  want  to  have  summer  schools  where  these 
young  men  can  come  together  in  a  simple  way,  and  have  contests, 
foot-races,  lacrosse,  and  polo  on  ponies,  and  persuade  them  to  give 
up  horse-racing  and  other  degrading  things. 

We  have  sent  one  young  man  to  the  Springfield  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  training  school.  We  expect  to  train  him  for 
local  work,  but  I  should  like  to  have  more  than  one  trained  whom  we 
could  turn  into  the  field.  We  need  from  $2,500  to  $3,000  a  year  to 
carry  on  this  work. 

Rev.  A.  D.  Riggs  was  then  introduced. 
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Mr.  RiGGS. —  I  believe  in  the  coming  of  the  kingdom  of  God  on 
earth,  and  so  as  a  missionary  of  the  gospel  I  have  always  been  inter- 
ested in  using  everything  that  would  bring  the  Indian  into  a  true  re- 
lation to  our  Christian  citizenship.  During  twenty-five  years  I  have 
travelled  largely  in  the  Dakotas  and  in  Nebraska ;  and,  as  I  look 
back  over  the  years,  I  see  a  great  deal  to  encourage  us.  It  is  not 
that  we  have  always  done  the  best  thing  first  or  have  entirely  suc- 
ceeded in  what  we  were  aiming  at  as  American  Christian  citizens ; 
but  we  have  made  progress,  and  have  found  some  things  that  can  be 
done,  and  some  more  that  ought  to  be  done,  for  the  Indian. 

There  has  been  a  wonderful  advance  in  the  attitude  of  the  govern- 
ment toward  the  general  question  of  education.  It  is  on  a  higher 
plane.  Then,  too,  something  has  been  done  in  bringing  the  Indians 
into  citizen  relations.  There  are  some  discouraging  things  that  can 
be  told,  as,  for  instance,  the  present  condition  among  the  Omahas 
and  the  practical  failure  of  their  citizenship.  But  I  am  not  at  all 
discouraged,  because  I  think  we  are  simply  brought  to  the  necessity 
of  looking  into  the  subject  more  thoroughly.  It  is  not  enough  to 
study  a  thing  in  theory.  Things  must  be  brought  into  practical  rela- 
tions. At  Santee  we  have  been  able  to  make  a  success  in  bringing 
the  citizen  Indian  into  true  civil  relations,  and  so  I  believe  it  can  be 
done  in  other  places.  The  present  failure  among  the  Omahas  is 
because  we  did  not  begin  right.  A  great  deal  will  have  to  be  done 
by  the  influence  of  Christian  public  opinion  outside  and  by  Chris- 
tian agencies  that  are  set  in  motion  by  organizations  like  the  Indian 
Rights  Association.  The  Indian  may  have  a  standing  in  theory 
before  the  law,  but  he  has  not  by  reason  of  that  in  the  courts.  He 
must  be  led  into  his  relationships.  He  must  be  led  into  taking  his 
part  in  the  civil  order,  and  this  is  one  thing  we  have  failed  to  make 
any  arrangement  for.  Our  government  needs  to  take  another  step 
ahead.  We  must  make  some  provision  by*which  we  shall  make  all 
our  government  agencies  agencies  of  civilization.  Again,  justice 
costs  something.  Our  communities  do  not  want  to  be  taxed  for  the 
court  processes  that  are  required  for  Indian  cases,  and  so  they  are 
thrown  out.  We  had  a  fight  before  we  could  get  them  into  our 
county  courts,  and  we  had  another  fight  before  we  could  get  police 
or  local  justice  allowed.  It  is  certainly  fair  that  we  should  meet  for 
the  Indian  the  expense  of  bringing  him  into  civil  order,  and  not 
saddle  the  expense  upon  his  next-door  neighbors.  That  is  a  thing 
that  is  to  be  looked  after.  The  Indian  is  always  amenable  to  law. 
You  may  go  down  to  our  penitentiary  at  Sioux  Falls,  but  you  will  not 
find  any  of  our  citizen  Indians  imprisoned  there.  There  may  be 
Indians  there,  but  they  are  not  those  who  have  come  into  citizen 
relationship.  That  means  a  great  deal.  It  means  that,  where  they 
have  an  understanding  of  their  position  and  responsibility,  they  have 
met  it  half-way.  So  there  is  great  hope  when  we  look  at  it  prac- 
tically. A  great  deal  of  the  educational  work  has  been  taken  up  by 
the  government.  It  is  right  that  it  should  be ;  but,  still,  our  mis- 
sionary work  has  its  own  place.  What  we  need  for  these  tribes  is 
that  they  shall  have  men  with  character,  who  have  a  look  ahead,  and 
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faith  in  the  future  among  them.  Dr.  Eastman  has  testified  that  they 
are  broken  in  a  great  many  ways.  They  lack  ambition,  and  it 
affects  their  bodily  vitality.  They  must  get  a  Christian  hope,  some- 
thing that  is  noble  and  worthy  to  elevate  them,  to  enable  them  to 
withstand  sudden  temptation  and  to  meet  their  new  responsibilities, 
and  stand  up  in  the  face  of  this  overwhelming  civilization  that  has 
come  to  them.  They  must  come  to  believe  in  it,  and  in  their  place 
in  it.  There  is  no  hope  for  our  Indians  except  as  we  bring  in  Chris- 
tianity as  a  vital  force.  Our  training  school,  therefore,  has  a  more 
vital  relationship  to  our  advance  than  it  ever  had.  Our  work,  then, 
is  vital ;  and  it  depends  on  you  whether  it  shall  be  supported  or 
whether  it  shall  fall  into  the  background. 

Dr.  Abbott. —  One  gentleman  who  has  attended  this  Conference 
from  the  beginning  has  been  visiting,  at  the  request  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior,  the  Indians  of  Pyramid  Lake.  You  will  be  glad  to 
hear  from  him ;  .and  I  take  great  pleasure  in  introducing  Mr.  Albert 
K.  Smiley. 

Mr.  Smiley. —  At  the  last  session  of  Congress  a  bill  was  intro- 
duced by  Senator  Stewart,  of  Nevada,  Senate  Bill  No.  99,  providing 
among  other  things  for  the  relinquishment  of  the  Indian  title  to  the 
entire  Walker  River  Reservation  and  to  a  portion  of  the  Pyramid 
Lake  Reservation  in  Western  Nevada,  and  for  the  removal  of  the 
Walker  River  Indians  to  Pyramid  Lake. 

This  bill  had  been  indorsed  by  the  late  Secretary  Noble  and  Com- 
missioner Morgan,  and  further  indorsed  by  Secretary  Hoke  Smith 
and  Commissioner  Browning,  none  of  whom  were  aware  of  the  full 
effect  of  the  bill.  Otherwise  they  would  not  have  given  it  their  ap- 
proval, i 

This  bill  failed  to  pass  the  last  Congress,  but  will  doubtless  be 
pressed  (or  passage  in  some  form  at  the  ensuing  Congress.  As  the 
bill  is  a  most  iniquitous  one,  I  desire  that  the  members  of  this  Con- 
ference may  be  posted  in  regard  to  its  main  features,  and  be  pre- 
pared to  help  defeat  its  passage  by  any  future  Congress. 

The  late  Professor  C.  C.  Painter,  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Indian  Commissioners,  who  is  well  known  to  this  Conference  as  a 
stanch  defender  of  the  rights  of  Indians,  found  out  that  Senate 
Bill  99  was  very  injurious  to  the  Indians,  and  wrote  to  Secretary 
Smith,  suggesting  further  investigation.  This  resulted  in  a  request 
from  the  Secretary  that  the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners  send 
some  one  to  investigate  the  whole  matter,  and  report. 

The  board  sent  me  on  this  errand ;  and  last  April  I  visited  the  two 
reservations  of  Pyramid  Lake  and  Walker  River,  and  thoroughly 
examined  the  whole  situation,  and  sent  in  my  report  to  the  govern- 
ment. 

In  Western  Nevada  two  rivers  rise  in  the  high  mountains,  and, 
after  flowing  a  long  distance,  in  the .  latter  part  of  their  course 
through  a  desert  country',  terminate  in  two  lakes  without  outlet. 
The  first  river  is  the  Truckee.  rising  in  Lake  Tahoe  and  flowing  into 
Pyramid  Lake. 
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A  band  of  about  one  thousand  Indians  live  along  the  banks  of  this 
river  near  its  mouth,  and  cultivate  a  narrow  belt  of  land,  conducting 
the  water  into  irrigating  ditches,  and  raising  valuable  crops. 

The  United  States  set  apart  about  twenty-five  miles  of  the  lower 
part  of  this  river  and  also  the  whole  of  Pyramid  Lake  as  a  reserva- 
tion for  these  Indians.  The  Central  Pacific  Railroad  passes  along 
the  upper  end  of  this  reservation ;  and  the  town  of  Wadsworth  has 
sprung  up  upon  Indian  lands,  without  any  title  to  the  land  upon 
which  thiis  large  collection  of  houses  has  been  built.  The  Indians 
have  been  driven  down  the  river,  and  are  now  living  some  ten  miles 
away  from  the  whites. 

There  is  a  thriving  United  States  boarding-school  on  this  reserva- 
tion; and  the  Indians  are  living  ver}^  comfortably,  deriving  their 
sustenance  by  farming  in  the  narrow  valley  of  the  river  and  by 
selling  to  the  white  settlers  fish  obtained  in  abundance  at  Pyramid 
Lake.  There  jire  only  three  or  four  acres  of  cultivatable  land  for 
each  family,  and  consequently  there  is  no  room  for  more  Indians. 

The  second  river  is  the  Walker  River,  emptying  into  Walker 
Lake.  The  lake  and  the  lower  part  of  the  river  are  set  apart  as  a 
reservation. 

The  Indians,  about  eleven  hundred  in  number,  live  along  the 
banks  of  the  river,  are  self-supporting,  and  are  altogether  pleasantly 
situated.  They  live  in  comfortable  houses,  raise  good  crops  of 
alfalfa,  wheat,  barley,  corn,  and  potatoes,  have  excellent  fences,  and 
are  in  a  thriving  condition.     There  is  a  day  school  for  the  children. 

The  Carson  &  Colorado  Narrow  Gauge  Railroad  runs  the  whole 
length  of  the  reservation;  and  the  United  States,  in  granting  this 
privilege  to  the  railroad  company,  stipulated  that  the  Indians 
should  ride  free  and  that  their  farm  products  should  be  carried  to 
market  free.  The  Indians  can  ride  only  on^op  of  the  cars,  and  are 
charged  freight ;  but  the  agent  has  forced  the  company  to  refund  a 
part  of  the  freight  charges.  The  railroad  company  covet  these 
lands,  and  also  desire  to  free  themselves  from  the  obligations  im- 
posed by  their  charter.  Senator  Stewart  is  said  to  be  the  paid  at- 
torney of  this  company. 

These  Indians  live  on  land  which  the  United  States  solemnly  cov- 
enanted with  the  Mexican  government  to  hold  for  their  occupancy 
and  benefit. 

Senate  Bill  No.  99  proposes  to  summarily  remove  these  Indians 
from  their  ancestral  homes,  within  one  year  from  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  to  a  barren  part  of  the  Pyramid  Lake  Reservation,  eighty  miles 
away,  giving  the  Indians  only  the  value  of  their  improvements. 
These  two  bands  to  be  placed  side  by  side  are  very  hostile  to 
each  other,  and  are  unanimously  opposed  to  the  proposed  removal. 

A  prominent  feature  of  the  bill  is  to  build  an  irrigating  ditch 
forty-five  miles  long,  conveying  the  water  of  the  Truckee  River  to 
the  desert  land  on  which  the  Walker  River  Indians  are  to  be  located. 
The  bill  appropriates  $250,000,  mainly  to  build  this  ditch.  The 
town  of  Wadsworth  and  17,000  acres  of  land  belonging  to  whites 
are  first  to  be  supplied  from  the  ditch,  and  the  Indians'  land  is  at 
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the  extreme  end  of  the  ditch.  It  is  quite  doubtful  whether  the 
Truckee  River  can  be  carried  forty-five  miles  in  an  open  ditch,  in 
porous  soil,  even  should  no  water  be  abstracted  in  its  course.  It  is 
morally  certain  that  the  Indians  would  get  no  water  after  the  whites 
are  supplied.  The  proposed  ditch  will  take  all  the  water  of  the 
Truckee  River,  which  now  irrigates  the  P3rramid  Lake  Indian  lands. 
The  effect  of  the  bill  will  be  to  destroy  the  farming  operations  of  both 
bands  of  Indians,  who  have  been  encouraged  to  improve  their  lands 
under  the  expectation  of  holding  them  in  perpetuity.  2,100  indus- 
trious and  deserving  Indians  will  be  made  paupers,  to  be  supported 
for  all  time  by  the  United  States  government. 

Another  part  of  the  scheme  is  to  take  away  from  the  Indians  the 
north  and  west  shores  of  Pyramid  Lake,  where  all  the  fishing  is  done, 
and  thus  deprive  them  of  an  important  means  of  support. 

Another  feature  of  the  bill  is  to  restore  to  the  public  domain  the 
town  of  Wadsworth  and  the  land  six  miles  north  of  k,  without  any 
compensation  to  the  Indians. 

In  my  judgment,  the  effect  of  the  bill  will  be  to  entail  upon  the 
United  States  a  heavy  expense,  say  from  $300,000  to  $500,000, 
for  which  there  will  be  no  adequate  return,  and  to  ruin  two  tribes  of 
Indians,  who  have  been  making  steady  improvements  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  their  lands  and  the  education  of  their  children,  under 
a  solemn  promise  of  a  secure  tenure  to  their  ancestral  possessions. 
The  whole  scheme  is  an  outrage,  unworthy  of  a  civilized  people. 

Rev.  H.  B.  Frissell. —  Last  summer  I  visited  the  Sioux  Reserva- 
tion. I  had  not  been  there  for  twelve  years,  when  I  had  found 
Sitting  Bull  at  Standing  Rock  with  his  company  of  Indian  warriors, 
huddled  together  in  an  Indian  village,  with  every  token  of  barbarism. 
This  summer  I  found  a  very  different  state  of  things.  There  is  still 
much  that  is  discouraging,  but  there  is  also  great  cause  for  encour- 
agement. The  Indians  who  twelve  years  ago  were  thus  crowded 
together  are  now  scattered  out  on  the  farms  and  living  in  their 
homes.  They  have  their  shops,  their  churches,  and  their  school- 
houses  ;  and  the  students  from  Carlisle,  Hampton,  and  other  schools 
are  instructing  their  people  in  habits  of  thrift  and  industry.  There 
is  a  general  move  forward  all  along  the  line. 

I  attended  the  Sioux  City  conference,  where  a  large  number  of 
those  employed  by  the  government  in  connection  with  the  schools 
were  assembled,  to  discuss  the  best  plans  for  the  education  and  ele- 
vation of  the  Indian.  It  was  a  goodly  company  of  men  and  women, 
and  they  showed  the  greatest  interest  in  the  work  in  which  they 
were  engaged.  Those  who  go  frequently  into  the  Indian  country 
must  see  the  vast  difference  between  the  agencies  of  to-day  and 
those  of  a  few  years  ago.  We  have  heard  here  of  one  and  another 
who  have  stood  by  the  Indians  in  times  of  great  stress,  and  I  believe 
that  the  number  is  increasing  rapidly.  I  have  been  pleased  to  see 
the  interest  that  the  Indian  agents  are  taking  in  their  work,  and  their 
devotion  to  it.  But  there  are  things  which  neither  Indian  agents 
nor  government  schools  can  accomplish.  The  Christian  churches  of 
this  country  must  help  in  this  work. 
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The  condition  of  the  Omahas  has  been  discussed.  There  is  much 
that  is  discouraging  in  their  present  situation,  and  there  are  many 
who  say  that  the  Dawes  Bill  is  a  failure.  I  believe  that  citizenship 
for  the  Indian  is  to  be  his  salvation,  and  we  must  press  for  it  as  rap- 
idly as  possible.  But,  in  the  move  out  from  reservation  life  into 
citizenship,  the  Christian  people  of  the  country  need  to  stand  behind 
the  Indian.  It  is  most  unfortunate  that  the  Board  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  has  not  been  supported  sufficiently,  and  that  the  mis- 
sion school  at  the  Omaha  Reservation,  which  for  years  did  most 
excellent  work,  has  been  given  up.  How  are  we  to  expect  these 
Indians  to  accomplish  anything,  if,  when  they  most  need  help,  they 
are  left  in  the  lurch  ?  We  have  had  many  discussions  here  at  Mo- 
honk  in  regard  to  contract  schools.  When  the  government  aid  was 
withdrawn  from  the^e  schools,  the  churches  of  the  country  pledged 
themselves  that  they  would  see  that  the  Indians  did  not  suffer.  But 
the  Indians  have  suffered  all  through  the  West,  and  the  churches 
have  not  lived  up  to  their  agreement.  Schools  have  been  closed, 
missions  given  up,  and  those  that  remain  are  only  partially 
supported. 

One  word  as  to  the  relation  of  Hampton  to  this  work.  We  had 
a  hard  fight  in  Congress  last  year  for  our  appropriation.  Although 
the  school  is  entirely  unsectarian,  there  were  those  who  felt  that  no 
aid  should  be  given  to  a  contract  school,  even  though  it  was  unde- 
nominational. We  feel  at  Hampton  that  there  is  yet  work  for  us  to 
do  for  the  Indian,  and  that  the  West  needs  more  such  young  men 
and  women  as  we  have  sent  out.  There  seems  to  be  no  reason  why 
the  cry  of  separation  of  Church  and  State  should  cause  Congress  to 
withdraw  its  aid  from  a  school  which  is  entirely  unsectarian,  which 
has  had  in  the  past,  and  ought  still  more  to  have  in  the  future,  an 
important  influence  upon  the  education  and  life  of  the  Indians  in 
this  country. 

Eastern  schools  have  an  opportunity  which  is  not  afforded  to  those 
in  the  West  to  bring  the  Indians  into  contact  with  those  of  other 
races,  and  by  means  of  their  outing  system  to  show  them  what  home 
life  among  the  whites  is.  Too  much  cannot  be  said  for  the  good 
accomplished  by  Captain  Pratt  in  this  direction. 

The  next  speaker  was  Dr.  Sheldon  Jackson. 

Dr.  Jackson. —  I  come  to  represent  Alaska.  We  have  no  Indians 
in  Alaska :.  we  have  natives.  When  Alaska  began  to  be  developed, 
some  wise  man  said :  **  What  are  you  going  to  do  with  the  natives  ? 
Do  you  want  reservations  ? "  The  answer  was,  "  No."  "  Do  you  want 
agents.^"  "No."  "Do  you  want  those  people  to  be  sheltered  be- 
hind the  Indian  policy  of  the  government  ? "  "  No.  We  do  not 
want  any  Indian  government  at  all."  "  What  do  you  want,  then } " 
"We  want  citizenship  right  from  the  start,  and  that  the  people 
should  simply  be  called  natives."  It  was  at  first  a  constant  fight  to 
keep  from  being  called  Indians.  We  wanted  to  commence  where 
the  friends  of  the  Indian  left  off.     We  wanted  to  avail  ourselves  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


22 

the  experience  of  the  past  on  the  Indian  question ;  and  so  we  have 
no  Indians,  we  have  only  natives.  The  natives  have  all  the  rights 
that  any  white  man  has.  There  has  never  been  a  time  since  the 
establishment  of  courts  in  that  land  when  a  native  could  not  go  into 
court,  could  not  sue  and  be  sued,  like  any  white  man. 

Then  we  tried  to  improve  on  what  the  churches  had  done  in  other 
lands.  We  did  not  want  Presbyterians  and  Congregationalists  and 
Methodists  and  Baptists  and  Friends  all  huddled  together  in  one 
corner  of  Alaska.  We  did  not  want  half  a  dozen  missionary 
societies  working  in  one  comer  with  6,000  people,  and  leaving  thou- 
sands of  barbarians  outside  without  any  chance  to  hear  the  gospel. 
So  we  called  a  convention  in  New  York  City  of  the  great  missionary 
bodies ;  and,  with  a  large  map  of  Alaska  before  them,  they  decided 
on  their  separate  missions.  The  Presbyterians  had  been  at  work  in 
South-east  Alaska,  and  they  kept  their  place.  The  Church  of  Eng- 
land had  had  missionaries  for  forty  years  along  the  arctic  circle,  and 
had  sent  their  men  down  the  country  along  the  Yukon  River.  So 
that  valley  w^as  given  to  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church.  The 
Methodists,  with  an  eye  to  gain  and  commerce,  said.  Where  is  the 
centre  of  Alaska  ?  It  was  answered,  About  1,200  miles  west  of  Sitka. 
And  they  took  the  Aleutian  Islands  for  their  special  field.  The 
Moravians  took  the  valleys  of  the  Kuskoquim  and  Nushegak  Rivers. 
And  later  the  Congregationalists  took  the  land  around  Bering  Straits, 
where  they  can  reach  the  barbarians  of  Asia ;  the  Baptists,  Kadiak 
Island  and  the  region  around  Cook's  Inlet.  And  the  Friends  took 
an  island  in  South-east  Alaska.  What  is  the  result  ?  The  people 
are  not  troubled  with  the  divisions  that  exist  in  Christendom.  The 
Presbyterians  are  633  miles  from  the  Baptists;  and  in  a  country 
with  no  railroads,  no  horses,  not  a  road  five  miles  long  in  the  whole 
country,  no  carriages,  633  miles  is  a  great  way  off.  Another  633 
miles  of  water  travel  brings  you  to  the  scene  of  the  Methodist  work. 
800  miles  to  the  north-east  the  Moravians  are  at  work,  500  miles 
farther  north  the  Protestant  Episcopalians,  upon  the  Yukon  River. 
The  Roman  Catholics  have  three  missions  also  on  that  river.  300 
miles  north-east  is  the  scene  of  the  Swedish  Evangelical  Union 
mission  work,  and  another  300  miles  brings  you  to  the  Congrega- 
tional work.  Thus  we  have  the  missionary  centres  distributed  over 
a  large  area.  As  the  denominations  gain  strength  and  the  work 
grows;  they  can  radiate  out  and  out  until  the  lines  of  the  different 
churches  meet. 

In  1885  the  government  instituted  schools;  but,  as  we  did  not  call 
the  people  Indians,  they  put  the  schools  under  the  Educational 
Bureau.  South-east  Alaska  had  a  monthly  mail  steamer.  Now  it 
goes  westward  to  the  Aleutian  Islands ;  but,  if  you  go  back  from  the 
coast,  ninety  one-hundredths  of  Alaska  has  no  mail  facilities  what- 
ever, and  the  traders,  teachers,  and  missionaries  get  only  one  mail  a 
year,  and  their  supplies  only  once  a  year.  We  have  learned  that  the 
ship  with  this  year's  supplies  for  Cape  Prince  of  Wales  and  Point 
Barrow  has  been  lost;  and  those  people  have  got  to  get  along 
as  best  they  can  until  August,  1896,  before  a  fresh  supply  of  provi- 
sions can  be  sent  to  them. 
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Dr.  Lyman  Abbott. —  I  have  heard  a  good  many  ways  of  reach- 
ing Christian  unity,  but  this  is  the  first  time  I  have  ever  heard  that 
the  way  for  Christians  to  live  in  peace  is  to  live  from  three  to  eight 
hundred  miles  apart.  We  shall  now  be  glad  to  hear  from  Mr. 
Hardy  about  the  Navajoes. 

Mr.  Alfred  Hardy,  Farmington,  Conn. —  It  is  known  to  most  of 
you  that  there  was  great  suffering  last  winter  and  spring  among  the 
Navajoes,  living  in  North-western  New  Mexico  and  North-eastern 
Arizona,  by  reason  of  the  almost  total  failure  of  their  corn  crops  of 
1893  and  1894,  and  that  Lieutenant  Plummer  and  his  successor, 
Major  Constant  Williams,  as  acting  agents  on  that  reservation, 
after  having  travelled  over  the  greater  portion  of  it,  felt  constrained 
to  ask  government  aid  in  the  way  of  flour  to  issue  to  the  most  de- 
serving and  needy,  and  to  prevent  the  still  greater  suffering  which 
was  inevitable  with  the  coming  of  snow  and  cold  weather. 

Major  Williams  was  finally  impelled,  by  the  great  distress  of  the 
people,  to  buy  ten  thousand  pounds  of  flour  on  his  own  responsibil- 
ity, feeling  that  the  government,  when  it  should  be  finally  convinced 
of  the  conditions  there  existing,  would  not  only  pay  for  it,  but  would 
give  him  authority  to  purchase  and  issue  (to  the  needy  only)  a  much 
greater  amount;  and  in  this  he  was  right,  for  some  fifty  thousand 
pounds  were  issued  by  and  through  him  at  various  points  on  and  off 
the  reservation.  Having  gained  some  knowledge  of  that  people 
and  their  reservation  during  a  nine  months'  service  at  the  Fort 
Defiance  school  as  industrial  teacher,  from  June,  1892,  to  April, 
1893,  I  was  requested  by  the  Indian  Rights'  Association  in  January 
last  to  visit  that  reservation,  to  carefully  examine  into  the  condition 
of  the  people  and  the  causes  for  their  distress;  also  to  suggest 
remedies,  if  any  such  should  occur  to  me ;  to  examine  the  irrigation 
work,  as  done  under  the  supervision  of  Colonel  Vincent ;  also,  as  to 
the  advisability  of  establishing  additional  schools,  and  to  suggest  the 
best  locations  for  them. 

In  pursuance  of  this  request,  I  reached  the  agency  about  February 
7,  remaining  on  the  reservation  until  July,  and  travelling  over  eigh- 
teen hundred  miles  by  wagon  and  horseback,  visiting  some  of  the 
more  remote  and  best  agricultural  districts,  and  can  fully  verify  the 
statements  of  the  two  agents  named  as  to  the  absolute  need  at  that 
time  of  government  aid  to  avert  a  great  calamity ;  and  that  the  final 
relief  that  the  department  did  send  —  in  the  way  of  flour  and,  later 
on,  of  seeds  for  planting  —  was  fully  appreciated  by  the  people  was 
evidenced  by  what  I  learned  from  the  people  themselves,  who  stated 
they  must  otherwise  have  starved.  In  addition  to  the  loss  of  com 
crops,  I  found  the  price  of  wool  had  fallen  from  1 1  cents  in  1892  to 
3  and  5  cents  in  1894  —  this  year  5  and  6  cents  —  and  sheep  pelts 
from  2  J  to  5  cents  each ;  also,  absolutely  no  demand  or  sale  for 
horses,  the  latter  having  been  sold  in  Durango  at  as  low  as  $2.50, 
the  owners  needing  flour.  Flour  was  from  $3.75  to  $5  per  hundred; 
sugar,  10  cents;  coffee,  30  cents;  calico,  10  cents. 

A  source  of  great  loss,  also,  is  due  to  the  disease  among  the  sheep 
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known  as  "  scab,"  which  depletes  the  system,  and  causes  the  wool  to 
drop  off.  There  are  strict  Territorial  laws  in  the  above-named 
Territories,  compelling  the  dipping  of  all  sheep  therein  in  a  solution 
which  is  at  once  a  preventive  and  a  cure. 

The  irrigation  work  before  alluded  to  received  my  special  atten- 
tion ;  and,  without  going  into  details  here,  I  will  simply  say  that 
weakness,  instability,  and  transientness  characterize  the  whole. 

There  are  no  head-gates  to  control  the  flow  of  the  water  into  the 
ditches ;  all  storm  water  from  rains  and  melting  snow  is  turned  into 
the  ditches,  by  filling  up  the  washes  and  ravines  to  a  level  with  the 
former ;  the  down-hill  side  of  the  wheat-fields  ditch  is  cut  to  allow 
most  of  the  water  to  flow  directly  back  into  the  creek,  beyond  which 
point  the  ditch  is  so  weak  that  there  is  great  loss  of  water  by  seepage 
through  the  side,  and  any  rise  of  the  water  in  the  ditch  would  cause 
the  same  to  break  away  in  many  places  and  for  long  distances,  just 
as  was  the  case  this  last  spring,  when  both  dams  and  ditches  were 
washed  out. 

The  Navajoes  say  corn  will  not  ripen  at  that  altitude,  and  so 
informed  Colonel  Vincent. 

In  closing,  I  would  specially  mention  the  work  of  the  field  ma- 
tron, as  observed  by  me  while  with  Mrs.  Mary  L.  Eldridge,  located 
at  Jewett,  N.M.,  on  the  San  Juan  River,  and  also  while  with  Miss 
F.  S.  Calfee,  among  the  Hualapais,  at  Hackberry,  Ariz.,  in  July  last 

They  seem  to  me  to  fill  a  place  in  the  civilizing  of  the  Indian 
that  is  not  and  cannot  be  filled  by  any  one  else ;  and  it  is  second 
only  to  that  of  the  agent  in  importance,  as  she  comes  directly  in 
contact  with  the  home  in  sickness  and  distress  or  trouble  of  any 
kind.  She  is  or  can  be  a  physician.  She  is  their  counsellor,  as  no 
white  man  can  be.  They  know  she  has  no  schemes  on  hand  back 
of  her  kindness.  When  their  medicine-men  fail  to  cure,  and  the 
patient's  entire  property  is  devoured  by  them,  then  the  last  resort  is 
the  field  matron.  As  these  noble  women  have  to  ride  many  miles  a 
day  to  visit  the  sick  and  on  innumerable  errands  connected  with 
their  work,  the  families  being  so  scattered,  the  use  of  horses  and 
often  a  vehicle  is  absolutely  a  necessity ;  and,  as  there  is  no  grass, 
the  buying  of  forage  is  imperative. 

To  my  mind,  in  view  of  the  importance  of  the  work  of  these 
matrons,  and  its  being  directly  in  the  line  of  advancement  to  a  better 
mode  of  living,  both  in  the  home  and  the  field,  of  the  entire  fam- 
ily, and  in  overcoming  the  influence  of  the  medicine-men,  these 
motherly,  warm-hearted,  and  courageous  women  should  be  upheld 
by  the  government  in  every  way,  and  every  facility  should  be  pro- 
vided by  it  to  further  their  legitimate  work.  At  present  they  receive 
from  the  government  their  salary  only,  the  appropriation  by  Con- 
gress being  inadequate  to  do  more.  Will  not  this  Conference  take 
some  action  on  this  matter,  and  urge  Congress  to  increase  its 
appropriations  for  this  field  of  labor,  assuming  all  the  expenses  inci- 
dent thereto  ? 

Rev.  A.  E.  Dunning,  of  the  Congregationalist^  was  introduced. 
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Dr.  Dunning. —  The  position  which  this  Conference  has  always 
taken,  that  the  Indian  is  to  be  treated  as  a  citizen  and  as  a  white 
man  as  soon  as  possible,  is  coming  to  its  realization.  We  held  long 
ago  that  the  reservation  system  ought  to  be  aboHshed ;  but,  now  that 
it  is  coming  to  be  abolished,  we  find  that  the  results  are  not  al- 
together satisfactory.  We  are  learning  that  civilization  has  its  cruel 
as  well  as  its  beneficent  side.  It  takes  courage  to  hold  consistently 
to  our  position,  but  it  is  the  only  position  that  brings  any  solution 
to  the  Indian  question  :  the  Indian  must  cease  to  be  an  Indian.  He 
is  our  brother ;  and  he  must  be  treated  as  a  brother,  and  not  as  a 
child.  In  the  process  many  will  be  sacrificed ;  but  we  shall  never 
settle  these  matters  till  we  take  the  race  as  a  whole,  and  are  willing 
to  run  the  risk  of  the  loss  of  individuals,  that  we  may  save  the  race 
by  abolishing  it  and  making  no  distinction  between  the  Indian  and 
the  white  man.  The  problem  is  now  passing  from  the  political  to 
the  moral  side.  It  is  a  problem  of  character,  and  that  is  not  solved 
in  a  day.  You  cannot  make  a  man  new  by  simply  telling  him  that 
Jesus  loves  him.  Men  like  Dr.  Frissell  and  Dr.  Riggs  are  to  these 
races  the  great  apostles  of  the  true  gospel.  It  used  to  be  thought 
that  the  mind  of  a  man  took  his  body  to  church.  But  we  are  com- 
ing to  believe  that  the  whole  man  goes  to  church, —  body,  mind,  soul, 
and  heart.  And  this  is  the  problem  which  we  must  leave  the  Ind- 
ian to  face  for  himself :  we  cannot  do  it  for  him.  Dr.  Eastman  is 
to  be  congratulated  that  he  is  one  of  a  race  to  whom  he  can  give  a 
training  that  will  lift  their  whole  being  up. 

Then  I  think  we  have  learned  to  put  away  some  of  our  prejudices 
here.  When  I  first  came  to  these  Conferences,  I  thought  that  the 
system  of  contract  schools  was  the  best  system  possible ;  and  it  was 
only  after  some  years  that  I  was  led  to  accept  the  general  sentiment 
of  this  Conference  that  the  government  must  take  care  of  the  Ind- 
ian's mental  education,  and  that  the  churches  must  increasingly 
wrestle  with  the  problem  of  character,  and  lift  the  race  to  a  higher 
level  of  manhood.  We  now  feel  that,  if  we  press  forward  along  the 
line  of  civilization,  the  government  taking  care  of  the  secular  busi- 
ness, the  churches  imposing  upon  the  civilization  which  the  govern- 
ment creates  a  loyalty  to  Jesus  Christ,  some  of  us  will  live  long 
enough  to  see  the  name  "  Indian  "  pass  into  history,  and  we  shall  in- 
deed be  one  people,  and  the  difference  in  color  even  will  be  for- 
gotten. 

Adjourned. 
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Wednesday  Night,  October  g. 


The  Conference  was  called  to  order  at  eight  o'clock  by  Mr.  Smiley, 
who  introduced  Dr.  Gates,  who  had  been  elected  chairman  at  the 
morning  session.  Dr.  Gates  expressed  his  pleasure  at  once  again 
looking  into  the  faces  of  the  members  of  the  Mohonk  Conference, 
and  without  delay  invited  Dr.  W.  N.  Hailmann,  Superintendent  of 
Indian  Schools,  to  speak. 

Dr.  Hailmann. —  My  friends,  the  inspiration  which  I  took  away 
with  me  from  this  place  last  year  has  stood  me  in  good  service  the 
entire  year,  and  has  sustained  my  courage  through  the  various  diffi- 
culties that  have  beset  my  work.  I  trust  that  the  little  that  has  been 
accomplished  during  the  year  will  meet  your  approval,  and  will  in 
turn  raise  your  courage  to  continue  in  the  determined  efforts  which 
you  are  constantly  making  to  bring  this  work  to  speedier  issue.  I 
am  glad  to  hear,  therefore,  that  there  is  to  be  no  languishing  of 
effort  on  your  part,  and  that  you  see  clearly  that  your  work  is  by  no 
means  done ;  that  you  are  thoroughly  convinced  of  the  fact  there  is 
more  yet  to  be  done  than  has  been  accomplished.  If  this  spirit  con- 
tinues, I  have  no  doubt  that,  where  we  are  now,  perhaps,  groping  and 
floundering  in  this  important  work,  we  shall  in  due  time  see  clear 
light  ahead,  and  be  able  to  proceed  with  greater  results  and  with 
more  satisfactory  outcome  in  the  work. 

I  was  delighted  to  listen  to  the  words  of  Dr.  Frissell  this  morning. 
His  words  of  cheer  gave  me  fresh  courage.  They  proceeded  in  his 
case  from  that  deep  and  abiding  faith  which  fills  the  whole  being  of 
this  friend  of  philanthropic  encleavor,  and  his  faith  is  contagious.  I 
was  reminded  while  he  spoke  of  a  similar  prophecy  of  faith  that  came 
to  me  this  morning  when,  with  Commissioner  Browning,  I  stood  upon 
the  brow  of  Sky-top,  and  looked  down  upon  the  broad  and  beautiful 
valley  spread  out  before  us.  The  sky  was  cloudy,  but  a  few  sun- 
beams had  struggled  through  rifts  and  breaks  in  the  clouds  of  diffi- 
culty and  doubt ;  and,  while  there  were  deep  shadows  upon  the  land- 
scape, there  were  in  many  places  bright,  sunny  spots.  Similarly,  be- 
hind the  hindrances  and  doubts  that  beset  our  work  there  is  an  ex- 
haustless  source  of  light,  a  mighty  force  which  is  higher,  deeper,  and 
stronger  than  these  obstacles,  and  which  in  due  time  will  break 
through,  and  light  up  the  entire  landscape,  the  entire  field  of  our 
labors. 

In  the  first  place  among  the  workers  in  the  field  there  is  a  growing 
appreciation  of  the  fact  that  in  their  work  the  criterion  of  efficiency 
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is  the  one  which  will  more  and  more  surely  determine  appointments 
and  secure  tenure  of  office.  There  has  been  established  throughout 
the  service  a  system  of  promotion  for  merit  and  experience  which  is 
constantly  holding  before  the  force  the  one  fact  that  those  who  would 
succeed  and  those  who  would  hold  their  work  must  be  efficient,  must 
do  their  work  well.  This  system  of  promotion  has  been  of  invalu- 
able benefit  in  the  development  of  a  better  spirit  of  work  through- 
out the  schools. 

In  the  next  place  there  has  been  a  constant  effort  to  make  the 
organization  of  the  schools  more  compact  in  every  respect.  There 
has  been  a  firmer  co-ordination  of  the  various  departments.  The 
literary  department  in  many  schools  has  learned  to  work  not  inde- 
pendently of  the  other  departments,  but  to  work  with  a  view  to  help- 
ing the  other  departments,  more  particularly  the  industrial  depart- 
ments. In  return,  the  industrial  workers  are  learning  to  realize  that 
the  more  important  part  of  their  work  lies  in  the  educational  in- 
fluence they  exert;  that  they  are  more  helpful  in  the  school  as 
teachers  than  they  are  as  tailors  or  shoemakers  or  blacksmiths. 
This  I  look  upon  as  one  of  the  most  promising  gains  of  the  work. 
The  pupils  are  also  coming  to  feel  that  whatever  they  learn  at  the 
school  will  always  help  them  in  every  other  relation  of  life.  And,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  industrial  workerS  are  learning  to  see  that,  unless 
what  they  do  reaches  into  the  minds  and  hearts  of  the  children,  they 
have  accomplished  little  or  no  good. 

In  a  similar  way  the  work  has  been  more  compactly  organized  in 
the  different  departments.  The  matron  is  beginning  to  feel  that  she 
is  more  than  a  housekeeper,  that  she  is  a  mother  rather  than  a  house- 
keeper ;  and  she  prides  herself  upon  the  title  of  "  school-mother  '* 
and  emphasizes  that  in  her  work.  She  is  being  brought  to  feel  that 
she  is  at  the  head  of  all  the  work  the  girls  do.  She  controls  every 
department  of  industrial  economy  in  the  school,  and  upon  her  vital- 
izing influence  depends  the  outcome  for  life  of  the  entire  school 
work. 

In  short,  the  work  is  being  vitalized  in  every  direction.  For  this 
reason  music  and  drawing  are  receiving  growing  attention.  Special 
music-teachers  have  been  added  in  our  larger  schools,  and  in  all  the 
schools  an  effort  is  made  to  have  one  or  two  teachers  who  can  lead 
the  singing  and  give  instruction  in  singing  to  the  children.  It  is 
found  that  this  has  a  happy  influence  on  the  development  of  the 
children.  Music  reaches  their  hearts  and  attunes  them  to  harmony, 
and  to  beautiful  living  together,  more  than  any  other  influence  that 
we  can  bring  to  bear  upon  them  in  the  school. 

For  the  same  reason  the  kindergarten  has  come  into  the  Indian 
school,  and  has  justified  itself  there.  We  began  with  lo  kindergar- 
tens:  we  have  now  24,  all  in  excellent  condition.  Since  their  intro- 
duction, agents  and  superintendents  write  that  they  have  no  longer 
any  trouble  in  overcoming  the  natural  shyness  of  the  Indian  child. 
He  plays  as  eagerly  as  the  white  children  play.  He  expresses  his 
ideas  freely  and  without  false  modesty.  He  gives  himself  wholly  to 
the  work  in  hand.     He  forgets  himself,  and  does  not  look  upon  him- 
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self  as  being  concerned,  but  is  intent  only  upon  the  play  or  exercise 
before  him. 

Similarly,  our  primary  schools  are  learning  to  introduce  this  spirit 
into  their  work ;  and  this  covers  a  great  deal  of  ground,  because  the 
bulk  of  the  work  is  primary. 

Our  reading  is  coming  to  rest  upon  conversation ;  and  the  exer- 
cises are  chiefly  conversational,  the  child  always  having  his  attention 
directed  to  things  outside  of  himself,  and  being  himself  brought  into 
that  state  of  mind  which  induces  him  to  express  himself  freely  with 
the  purpose  of  pleasing  and  of  giving  information.  His  attention  is 
directed  more  to  nature.  A  wider  field  of  simple  reading  has  been 
furnished.  We  have  about  forty  volumes  of  children's  reading  sup- 
plied, and  all  the  schools  call  for  it.  They  read  this,  not  for  the  sake 
of  reading,  but  for  the  sake  of  gaining  information  with  reference  to 
some  point  in  which  they  take  an  interest,  and  for  the  sake  of  getting 
and  giving  pleasure.  In  all  these  directions  the  tendency  of  the 
schools  is  to  make  the  work  vital.  The  child  does  not  feel  that 
school  is  something  that  may  be  of  use  to  him  twenty  years  hence, 
but  something  that  is  useful  and  pleasant  now. 

As  a  consequence  of  this,  corporal  punishment  is  vanishing  from 
the  Indian  schools :  the  rod  is  disappearing.  There  is  a  rule  which 
forbids  its  use ;  but  I  am  told  ^that  that  rule  might  as  well  not  have 
been  made,  as  in  many  Indian  schools,  owing  to  the  influences  named 
above,  the  need  of  every  form  of  punishment  is  waning.  From 
many  of  the  schools,  too,  have  come  pleasant  tidings  that  the  "  jail " 
has  been  abandoned.  This  is  well.  It  is  a  great  step  forward. 
Punishment  by  the  infliction  of  bodily  pain  or  by  confinement  may 
be  in  place  for  the  larger  boys  and  perhaps  for  the  adult  Indians ; 
but  for  the  grow^ing  child  it  is  not  well,  and,  indeed,  always  does  in- 
jury. He  must  be  put  upon  the  right  way,  and  kept  firmly  there. 
Punishments  which  inflict  pain  as  a  sort  of  compensation  for  the 
wrong  done  give  a  wrong  tendency  to  the  moral  nature,  and  lead  a 
child  to  get  the  idea  that  he  can  pay  for  wrong-doing  by  suffering 
physical  pain  or  by  paying  something  to  the  party  that  has  been 
offended  by  his  wrong-doing.  It  may  secure  a  modicum  of  good 
behavior,  but  never  establishes  good  character. 

Much  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  hygienic  needs  of  the  schools, 
—  the  water  supply,  the  sewerage,  the  drainage.  In  the  beginning  of 
the  year  information  was  gained  from  each  school  as  to  what  two 
points  would  require  immediate  attention,  and  in  the  majority  of 
cases  these  referred  to  the  hygienic  condition  of  the  schools.  Bath- 
ing facilities  have  been  improved.  We  are  making  war  upon  the 
bath-tub.  It  affords  constant  temptation  to  use  the  same  water  for 
several  children,  which  is  a  source  of  disease.  We  are  substituting 
the  ring  bath  and  the  shower  bath,  in  which  it  is  absolutely  impos- 
sible for  two  children  to  use  the  same  water,  nor,  indeed,  for  any  one 
drop  to  touch  the  same  child  twice.  We  are  making  war  upon  the 
roller  towel,  and  substituting  the  individual  towel.  We  are  also  pay- 
ing more  attention  to  the  matter  of  heating,  introducing  better  sys- 
tems than  by  the  stove.     W^e  also  hope  by  the  aid  of  Congress  to  be 
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able  to  introduce  electric  lighting.  All  these  improvements  are  in 
the  direction  of  hygienic  betterment. 

Improvements  in  the  tables  have  also  been  made.  They  are 
more  "  civilized."  White  table-cloths  and  napkins  have  been  intro- 
duced in  many  schools,  and  white  china  dishes  instead  of  tin.  This 
has  a  marvellous  influence  on  the  soul  development  of  the 'children, 
and  is  a  great  aid  in  discipline.  One  result  is  seen  in  some  of  the 
boys'  departments :  they  are  kept  as  neat  and  clean  as  the  girls*,  and 
they  care  to  have  pictures  introduced  as  ornaments  for  their  rooms.* 
The  use  of  milk  is  said  to  have  a  power  of  developing  the  milk  of 
human  kindness  :  its  introduction  in  the  Indian  schools  is  being 
steadily  pushed. 

In  another  direction  the  hygienic  condition  of  the  children  has 
been  largely  improved  by  a  change  of  policy  in  the  study  hour.  The 
study  hour  in  the  evening  has  been  made  a  rational  recreation  hour,  in 
which  the  children  are  taught  to  make  use  of  what  they  have  learned 
in  the  day.  In  many  schools  the  evening  study  hour  has  been  a 
source  of  much  suffering  on  account  of  diseases  of  the  eye  and  on 
account  of  poor  light.  They  are  now  keenly  interested  in  every- 
thing that  goes  on.  Some  one  talks  or  reads  or  recites,  or  they 
read  in  concert,  and  all  sing.  There  is  a  report  from  some  one  about 
some  interesting  incident,  an  illustrated  lecture ;  and  in  many  other 
ways  the  hour  is  made  a  recreation  hour. 

The  white  people  about  the  schools,  wherever  they  come  in  contact 
with  them,  have  been  coming  to  take  an  interest  in  Indian  education, 
especially  in  Michigan,  Wisconsin,  Iowa,  Washington,  and  Oregon ; 
and  we  hope  that  in  due  time  the  superintendents  of  education  in 
the  different  States  will  have  the  guidance  of  this  work.  In  some 
States,  as  in  Iowa,  where  the  Sac  and  Fox  Indians  are  still  o.n  a  small 
reservation  of  their  own  which  they  have  purchased  with  their  own 
money,  provisions  are  being  made  to  enable  them  to  be  assimilated 
with  the  white  citizens  of  the  State  in  due  time.  The  State  superin- 
tendents of  Oregon,  California,  and  Nevada,  are  beginning  to  take 
an  interest  in  this  matter.  The  outing  system  inaugurated  by  Car- 
lisle is  beginning  to  take  root  in  some  of  the  Western  States.  The 
more  thoroughly  we  establish  this  system  and  the  more  rapidly  we 
place  individual  Indians  among  white  people,  the  better  it  will  be 
for  the  latter  as  well  as  for  the  Indians. 

The  National  Educational  Association  has  opened  its  doors  to  the 
subject  of  Indian  education.  At  its  last  meeting  in  Denver  Captain 
Pratt  spoke  in  the  manual  training  section,  and  there  was  manifesta- 
tion of  great  interest.  The  Superintendent  of  Indian  Schools  ad- 
dressed the  general  association,  and  stimulated  sympathy.  This 
subject  having  been  introduced  into  the  deliberations  of  this  body, 
it  will  not  again  be  given  up.  I  have  now  invitations  from  three  States 
to  address  the  State  Teachers*  Associations  upon  the  subject  of 
Indian  education. 

Good  is  being  done  in  vitalizing  the  work  of  the  Indian  schools  by 

*  Philanthropists  would  gire  invaluable  aid  by  sending  to  schools  suitable  pictures  of  an  elevat- 
ing and  instructive  character. 
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the  summer  institutes  wliich  are  carried  on.  Last  year  we  had  five 
of  these  institutes.  This  year  we  had  three  ;  and  many  of  the  Indian 
teachers  were  at  the  meeting  in  Denver,  so  that  we  had  practically 
four.  The  institutes  open  the  minds  of  the  Indian  workers.  They 
help  them  to  see  that  they  are  engaged  in  an  important  patriotic 
problem,  that  they  are  doing  a  great  work  for  the  country  at  large, 
that  their  greatest  interest  lies  in  the  soul  development  of  these  chil- 
dren. In  this  way  they  reach  a  wider  outlook  and  a  deeper  aim  than 
before.  It  has  increased  their  sense  of  responsibility,  not  only  pro- 
fessionally, but  in  a  missionary  way.  I  know  that  we  cannot  make  of 
the  teachers  missionaries  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  that  term ;  but  we 
can  infuse  the  missionary  spirit,  so  that  they  will  direct  their  work 
toward  the  spiritual  interests  of  the  children  as  much  as  to  the 
material  interests,  and  in  advancing  the  material  interests  of  the 
children  they  will  at  the  same  time  see  that  these  interests  are  seen 
by  them  in  the  light  of  spiritual  truth. 

A  very  important  feature  of  the  work  during  the  last  year  was  the 
employment  of  Indians  in  school  work.  We  have  twenty-seven  now 
employed,  and  three  normal  schools  for  the  training  of  teachers  are 
in  operation.  At  the  end  of  the  present  year  I  hope  to  have  at  least 
forty  graduates  who  can  be  placed  in  the  Indian  schools  as  teachers. 
It  is  probable  that  they  may  not  do  as  good  work  in  certain  direc- 
tions as  trained  and  experienced  white  teachers ;  but  they  will  do  the 
work,  perhaps,  in  a  better  spirit,  with  more  self-denial,  and  with  that 
sense  of  satisfaction  which  comes  to  him  who  helps  a  brother  by  his 
work,  and  who  makes  it  his  chief  business  by  that  work  to  lift  this 
brother.  In  other  positions  Indians  are  being  employed ;  and  it  is 
the  policy  of  the  Indian  Office,  whenever  an  Indian  can  be  found  to 
do  the  work  acceptably,  to  intrust  him  with  work.  There  is  a  grow- 
ing confidence  in  the  schools  on  the  part  of  the  Indians,  and  the 
children  are  brought  more  freely. 

There  is  one  point  that  has  presented  many  difficulties,  and  that 
is  the  transfer  of  Indian  youth  from  the  reservation  to  the  non- 
reservation  school.  Congress  has  said  that  no  child  shall  be  put 
away  from  the  reservation  without  the  consent  of  the  parents,  which 
must  be  given  in  the  presence  of  an  agent.  To  get  this  consent  in 
the  presence  of  an  agent  sometimes  requires  the  parent  to  travel 
a  hundred  miles  or  more,  which  is  often  a  great  hardship,  as  well  as 
an  expense.  Many  times,  too,  the  agents  would  rather  retain  the 
older  children  upon  the  reservation  than  send  them  away.  The 
agents  of  the  non-reservation  schools,  therefore,  find  it  difficult  to 
secure  new  recruits  for  their  schools.  Sometimes,  too,  the  agents  of 
two  or  three  schools  come  to  the  same  agency,  and  there  compete 
for  the  children.  This  is  apt  to  cause  one  agent  to  extol  the  merits 
of  his  school  at  the  expense  of  the  merits  of  another  school.  The 
department  is  now  arranging  for  a  system  of  regular  transfers  by  its 
own  officers,  which  will  do  away  with  the  chief  difficulties  that  I  have 
been  reciting. 

There  is  a  great  deal  more  to  be  done  in  every  direction.  I  am 
aware  that  your  fundamental  principle  is  one  law  for  all,  for  Indian 
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and  white  man  alike ;  and  this  1  have  no  doubt  is  a  most  excellent 
principle,  an  excellent  aim.  It  is  the  one  aim  to  which  all  our  work 
should  tend.  But,  before  this  can  be  made  the  rule  of  our  present 
work  with  the  Indians,  much  will  have  to  be  done.  We  shall  have 
to  educate  public  opinion  among  the  whites  before  we  can  do  it 
safely.  The  Indian  may  be  willing  to  come  under  the  law  of  the 
white  man ;  but  is  the  white  man  ready  to  receive  him,  and  to  admin- 
ister that  law  impartially  ?  I  am  inclined  to  doubt  it ;  and  I  think 
a  crusade  will  have  to  be  undertaken,  largely  by  you,  to  secure  that 
condition  of  public  opinion  among  the  white  people  in  the  States  of 
Indian  reservations  before  this  can  be  safely  done.  The  law  is  fre- 
quently now  applied  in  States  in  the  vicinity  of  reservations,  so  as 
to  rob  and  debauch  the  Indian.  He  is  a  full  citizen  when  he  wants 
to  drink  whiskey.  If  the  agent  tries  to  prevent  him  from  drinking 
whiskey,  some  white  lawyer  is  at  hand  to  help  the  Indian  get  the 
whiskey,  and  some  court  ready  to  help  the  lawyer.  He  is  a  full 
citizen  when  he  wishes  to  escape  the  meshes  of  the  law  because 
of  illegal  marriage.  If  he  has  put  his  first  wife  away  and  has 
taken  another  wife,  and  is  thereby  in  trouble,  some  lawyer  is  quite 
ready  to  show  him  the  way  by  which  he  can  escape  the  penalties  of 
the  law ;  and  he  is  made  a  full-fledged  citizen  for  this  purpose.  So 
the  law  is  administered  in  an  improper  fashion,  because  public  opin- 
ion is  not  educated.  This  is.  one  of  the  things  to  be  done  by  you. 
To  see  that  the  law  is  administered  properly  for  the  Indian  is  as 
important  as  anything  that  can  be  done  for  him. 

One  thing  that  should  be  done  is  to  devise  some  way  to  help  the 
young  Indians.  It  is  only  a  half-step  to  send  the  Indian  to  school 
and  give  him  an  education.  It  seems  sometimes  almost  cruel  to 
give  him  an  education,  and  then  turn  him  adrift  and  tell  him  to  help 
himself,  sink  or  float,  in  conditions  which  all  but  compel  his  sinking. 
You  might  see  to  it  that  here  and  there  an  educated  Indian,  a  young 
man  or  woman  who  desires  to  work  among  white  fleople,  finds  work. 
You  might  see  to  it  that  the  industries  of  the  Indians  in  their  reser- 
vations are  made  living  industries, —  that  the  blanket-making  of  the 
Navajoes,  the  pottery,  the  bead-work,  basket  and  mat  weaving,  etc., 
of  other  tribes,  find  a  market.  With  some  effort,  these  tribes  might 
be  made  self-sustaining.  These  yoimg  Indians  do  not  know  how  to 
help  themselves.  They  have  learned  to  speak  English  away  from 
the  reservations;  but,  when  they  return  to  the  reservations,  they 
have  no  use  for  English.  They  have  learned  to  respect  work ;  and 
they  return  to  conditions  where  work  is  not  respected,  and  where 
there  is  no  opportunity  for  work.  If  you  will  seek  a  way  to  improve 
these  conditions,  I  have  no  doubt  you  will  find  it. 

Then  we  must  have  legislation,  strong,  courageous,  vigorous,  from 
Congress,  which  will  protect  the  young  Indian  against  the  old.  Cer- 
tain practices  of  the  old  Indians  must  be  discountenanced  and  dis- 
continued. The  courage  that  is  needed  for  legislation  can  come 
through  you,  and  can  come  to  Congress  only  through  such  agencies 
as  you  may  set  in  motion.  The  Senators  and  representatives  of  the 
country  must  be  instructed  by  you  to  see  to  it  that  the  firm  legisla- 
tion which  is  needed  shall  be  secured. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


'  Then  we  want  to  husband  the  gains  that  we  have  now,  in  making 
the  Indian  service  thoroughly  non-partisan.  Civil  service  regulations 
have  done  much  good  in  this  direction.  Some  of  the  methods  may 
be  blundering ;  but  great  good  has  been  got  from  it,  and  it  should  be 
extended  over  every  position  in  the  Indian  school  service.  At  pres- 
ent we  have  two  classes  of  employees, —  those  who  come  from  the 
civil  service,  selected  because  of  their  presumed  efficiency  and  kept 
there  because  of  it,  and  a  number  of  others,  a  part  of  whom  at  least 
are  selected  and  kept  in  the  service  through  patronage.  These  two 
sets  of  employees  are  naturally  antagonistic.  Some  good  friends 
think  it  would  be  better  to  have  all  the  positions  under  patronage 
than  to  have  a  portion  under  patronage  and  a  portion  under  civil 
service.  Of  course,  we  do  not  wish  to  take  any  such  step:  for  it 
would  be  a  step  backward.  It  is  expedient  that  we  keep  what  we 
have  gained,  and  that  we  render  these  gains  effective  by  adding  unto 
them. 

You  can  do  much  in  this  direction,  and  I  hope  you  will  do  it.  I 
hope  you  will  see  to  it  that  the  members  of  Congress  demand  that 
they  be  deprived  of  the  questionable  privilege  to  influence  appoint- 
ments in  the  Indian  Office,  and  that  all  these  offices  be  filled  on  the 
basis  of  efffciency  alone.  We  want  permanency  of  policy  in  the 
Indian  work.  The  practice  of  changing  with  every  change  of  ad- 
ministration is  most  pernicious.  A  cfiange  of  policy  implies  always 
a  loss  of  effectiveness  for  a  period.  There  should  be  as  much  per- 
manency in  the  Indian  Office  and  its  methods  as  there  is  in  the  office 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Education.  That  is  practically  out  of  poli- 
tics. If  you  can  help  to  take  the  Indian  Office  out  of  politics,  you 
will  have  assured  continuous  and  rapid  progress. 

Another  point  to  be  gained  is  the  placing  of  the  spirit  of  mother- 
hood upon  the  throne  in  the  Indian  work.  It  is  not  there  now. 
You  have  heard  to-day  of  the  field  matrons.  I  think  we  have  sixteen 
field  matrons  in  the  service  now ;  but  we  have  more  than  tenfold  this 
number  of  farmers  who  teach  the  men  how  to  run  their  farms,  how 
to  breed  cattle,  etc.  If  I  had  the  choice  between  these  two  good 
things,  a  corps  of  Indian  farmers  to  help  teach  men  the  care  of  the 
field  and  a  corps  of  matrons  to  teach  the  women,  I  would  take  the 
latter.  If  I  were  compelled  to  give  up  either,  I  would  give  up 
the  men.  It  is  the  women  among  the  Indians  as  among  us  who 
give  shape  and  direction  to  the  well-being  of  the  family,  and  indi- 
rectly to  the  social  development  of  the  whole  community.  The 
greatest  obstacle  which  the  educated  Indian  finds  in  the  reservation 
is  not  the  conservatism  of  the  men,  but  the  conservatism  of  the 
women.  The  Indian  mother  must  be  taught  by  field  matrons  how 
to  receive  these  returned  educated  boys  and  girls  in  the  way  in 
which  they  should  be  received,  to  help  them  make  use  of  all  they 
bring  back  with  them.  The  appropriation  for  field  matrons  by  Con- 
gress should  be  extended  tenfold  at  least.  I  hope  you  will  bring 
this  about.  The  Indian  Office  has  shown  its  appreciation  of  mother- 
hood in  its  educational  work.  The  matron's  position  has  been  lifted 
within  two  years  to  a  higher  place  of  dignity.     On  every  occasion  it 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


33 

has  asked  Congress  for  more  field  matrons.  More  good  results  right 
at  the  heart  of  the  work  will  flow  from  this  coming  in  of  the  motherly 
influence  than  from  anything  else  that  can  be  done.  C'ompared 
with  that,  all  else  is  external ;  for  that  is  at  the  heart  of  things.  I 
would  ask  you  not  to  forget  that  upK)n  you  rests  largely  the  responsi- 
bility of  securing  this  great  boon  for  the  Indian  educational  work. 
The  people  look  largely  to  you  for  guidance  and  direction. 

The  following  address  was  given  :  --- 


THE     RELATION     OF     SCHOOL     EDUCATION    TO 
THE   WORK   OF   CIVILIZING   OTHER    RACES. 

I5Y    W.     r.     HARRIS,     LL.D. 

I  promised  to  say  a  few  words  to  you  this  evening  on  the  subject 
of  the  relation  which  education  in  general  bears  to  missionary  efforts 
at  educating  other  races  tharl  our  own. 

In  the  first  place,  I  ask  you  to  consider  for  a  moment  what  school 
education  is  doing  for  our  nation.  In  our  time  we  have  established 
a  free  democracy,  and  a  free  democracy  can  only  rest  on  concerted 
action  on  the  part  of  the  people.  It  must  be  a  community  governed 
by  public  opinion.  \'ou  cannot  have  a  large  people  governed  by 
public  opinion,  unless  you  can  have  the  same  topics,  the  same  ques- 
tions, the  same  subjects,  appealing  to  their  minds  daily.  They  must 
all  consider  these  questions,  understand  the  reasons  and  arguments, 
pro  and  con,  urged  in  the  case  of  each.  This,  you  see,  implies  a 
newspaper  civilization.  It  is  impossible  to  have  a  large,  free  de- 
mocracy without  a  newspaper  civilization.  You  can  have  a  small 
one  —  an  Athens  or  Rome  or  New  York  or  Boston  —  without  tele- 
graphs, railroads  or  steamships.  Any  metropolitan  city  could  be  a 
democracy,  having  a  public  opinion  to  govern  it.  The  ideal  of  one 
class  of  the  citizens  could  be  communicated  readily  to  the  other 
classes  in  such  a  city,  so  there  would  be  relatively  the  same  progress 
on  the  part  of  all  classes  in  the  formation  of  opinions  leading  to 
action.  But  you  cannot  have  a  large  nation,  settled  over  a  wide 
extent  of  territory,  a  democracy,  unless  you  have  a  newspaper  civili- 
zation. 

Seeing  this  necessity  of  general  education  to  a  free  government, 
we  look  over  this  country  to  the  North  and  to  the  South,  and  ask 
ourselves  :  Are  all  the  people  that  form  this  nation  coming  within  the 
influence  of  a  newspaper  civilization  ?  Are  they  learning  to  read  ? 
and  what  do  they  read  after  they  have  learned  how  ?  Is  the  news- 
paper reaching  these  people  ?  We  find,  taking  the  statistics  of  the 
whole   nation,   that  the  average  amount   of   schooling  which  each 
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individual  gets  is  four  and  three-tenths  years  of  two  hundred  days 
each.  As  four  years  is  the  amount  of  the  primary  education  in 
the  large  cities,  four  and  three-tenth  years  of  two  hundred  days  as 
the  average  education  of  the  whole  population  is  little  more  than  a 
primary  education.  That  is  the  average  of  the  schooling  of  the 
whole  United  States.  This  is  barely  sufficient  to  bring  the  popula- 
tion within  the  influence  of  the  newspaper  and  its  versions  of  public 
opinion,  so  that  they  can  discuss  the  facts  on  which  public  opinion 
is  based.  An  ability  to  read  and  write,  a  smattering  of  geography 
and  arithmetic,  constitute  the  meagre  outfit  furnished  by  the  schools  ; 
but  even  this  is  sufficient  to  make  the  newspaper  available,  and, 
once  the  habit  of  daily  reading  is  formed,  the  individual  is  at  school 
for  the  rest  of  his  life,  and  will  continue  his  growth,  although  it  be 
not  rapid. 

The  paper  is  re-enforced  by  the  book  and  the  magazine,  but  I  use 
the  word  *'  newspaper  "  to  include  all  forms  of  the  printed  page. 

Now,  we  are  getting  this  small  period  of  schooling ;  and  we  are 
pretty  well  satisfied  with  the  fact  that  all  sections  of  the  United 
States  are  getting  so  much  of  education.  This  average  amount  of 
schooling  —  counting  all  the  schools,  public  and  private  —  comes  • 
nearly  as  low  as  two  years  in  the  States  having  only  rural  popula- 
tions and  as  high  as  six  years  in  the  States  with  the  most  urban 
populations.  Massachusetts  alone  has-  nearly  seven  years  of  two 
hundred  days  each,  as  the  average  quota  for  each.  Of  the  colored 
people  and  the  white  people  of  the  South,  twenty-two  per  cent.,  or 
more  than  one-fifth  of  the  whole  population,  visit  schools  within  the 
year ;  but  the  average  attendance  is  not  so  long  as  in  the  North, 
not  so  long  in  the  rural  districts  as  in  the  urban.  As  the  urban 
districts  increase,  the  length  of  the  school  session  increases.  But 
the  South  is  doing  wonderful  work  in  that  line,  in  giving  its  children 
the  ability  to  read  and  write,  and  to  make  them  interested  in  the 
doings  of  the  nations  of  the  world, —  interested  in  knowing  every 
morning  what  the  daily  newspaper  says  about  such  doings,  and  in 
knowing  what  is  thought  about  those  doings  at  the  South  and  at  the 
North,  and  what  is  thought  of  those  things  further  off, —  in  Great 
Britain  and  in  the  civilized  world  of  to-day.  They  are  holding  up  a 
mirror  to  the  whole  world  by  means  of  the  newspaper.  That  mirror 
shows  what  movements  are  going  on.  They  know  what  is  in  the 
world-mind  by  the  time  they  have  finished  breakfast,  and  they  take 
this  world- view  with  them  to  the  daily  work.  It  forms  the  staple  of 
conversation  instead  of  that  village  gossip  which  once  monopolized 
their  attention.  World-gossip  forms  the  topic  of  conversation  of 
this  people  as  they  meet  at  their  places  of  work. 

So  there  goes  on  this  great  process  of  forming  public  opinion  for 
the  whole  nation,  on  the  part  of  each  community  and  on  the  part  of 
each  school  district.  This  is  the  generation  and  diffusion  of  public 
opinion.  This  is  what  education  in  general  is  doing, —  bringing  the 
person  into  a  position  to  see  the  world  processes,  or  into  the  epical 
view  of  life. 

The  Indian,  if  there  is  any  people  that  might  be  called  epkcU^  is  an 
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epical  person.  He  trains  himself  for  war.  He  has  no  occupation 
except  hunting,  and  that  is  something  that  will  make  for  his  training 
as  a  soldier.  The  Indian  woman  cheerfully  consents  to  be  the  per- 
son who  looks  after  the  family  and  the  industries  of  civil  society. 
She  has  charge  of  the  diverse  occupations  of  preparing  food,  cloth- 
ing, and  shelter.  She  has  a  little  help  from  the  old  men  and  from 
the  children,  but  very  little  from  the  male  children,  because  she 
wishes  her  sons  to  grow  up  warriors,  and  not  drudges.  A  son  should 
not  be  a  person  that  knows  anything  about  industry.  The  Indian 
warrior  is  an  epical  individual,  dealing  only  with  the  institution  of  the 
State,  the  function  of  the  preservation  of  the  social  whole,  the  na- 
tion, and  not  allowing  the  individual  welfare  or  the  interests  of  the 
family  or  of  productive  industry  to  claim  his  daily  care  ;  and  the  great 
task  of  our  missionary  education  is  to  bring  him  where  we  stand 
now  in  social  evolution.  We  went  through  that  tribal  stage  once, 
when  all  men  were  interested  in  carrying  on  war.  It  is  necessary 
that  a  population  should  have  at  all  times  an  epical  function,  a  care 
for  the  nation  and  for  world  affairs ;  but  the  advance  in  our  race  has 
been  from  the  stage  when  the  men  were  all  epical  and  the  women 
were  anti-epical,  or  mere  household  drudges,  to  the  epoch  wherein  we 
are  all  epical  in  our  daily  lives.  The  person  who  reads  the  daily 
newspaper,  who  sees  before  him  the  whole  world  in  its  process  of  de- 
velopment, who  discusses  the  movement  of  nations  instead  of  village 
gossip,  he  is  epical  enough,  and  more  than  enough,  to  make  up  for  the 
loss  of  that  emphasis  laid  by  the  savage  man  on  the  epical  vocations 
of  hunting  and  war  which  he  follows  in  the  patriarchal  State.  This 
point  is  to  be  kept  in  mind  in  dealing  with  the  races  that  belong  to 
lower  stadia  of  civilization. 

When  we  began  in  this  Christian  movement,  this  missionary  move- 
ment, twenty  centuries  ago,  there  was  proclaimed  with  trumpets  to 
the  world  that  new  ideal, —  that  all  men  are  of  one  blood,  all  men  made 
by  God,  and  made  with  infinitely  important  souls ;  that  men  are  not 
mere  brains,  not  mere  physical  organizations,  not  even  nerves,  but 
they  are  souls,  and  souls  worth  saving,  and  to  be  helped  to  grow  into 
the  image  of  God.  Through  this  the  idea  of  human  progress  came 
into  the  world.  With  it  grew  philanthropy,  the  feeling  that,  if  all 
other  people  besides  ourselves  have  souls,  we  must  help  to  save  those 
souls,  we  must  bring  them  to  our  ideal  and  to  our  civilization.  But 
that  is  a  very  slow  matter, —  this  growth  of  the  new  humanity,  this 
change  from  old  to  new  ideals.  There  was  not  a  change  in  the  es- 
sence of  philanthropy,  because  it  was  that  same  altruistic  ideal  from 
the  beginning ;  but  there  was  great  difference  in  methods  of  work.  At 
first  it  was  believed  that,  if  we  could  only  get  the  bare  idea  of  Chris- 
tianity into  the  soul,  it  would  save  it.  It  is  true  that  it  will  save  in 
the  long  run,  but  it  will  not  save  this  generation  :  it  may  save  a  whole 
generation  ten  generations  hence.  The  progress  in  the  development 
of  Christian  and  civilizing  means  or  methods  is  a  progress  from  doing 
the  thing  in  a  lump  —  a  mere  teaching  of  the  abstract  idea — toward 
a  more  concrete  method,  the  taking  of  the  idea  and  working  it  out  in 
all  departments  of  life,  thus  saving  this  generation  instead  of  the 
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tenth  generation  from  this.  Instead  of  leaving  the  savage  to  work  out 
his  salvation  from  the  abstract  formula  of  Christianity,  we  find  it 
better  according  to  new  methods  to  transform  his  industries,  his  fash- 
ions of  clothing,  his  buildings,  his  dietary.  We  teach  him  to  read, 
and  give  him  literature  that  will  fill  his  mind  with  the  thoughts  and 
observations  and  feelings  that  our  civilized  white  people  harbor  in 
their  minds. 

We  have  listened  this  evening  to  an  interesting  account  from  Dr. 
Hailmann  of  the  means  by  which  civilization  and  education  are  being 
brought  to  the  Indian  to  save  him  in  this  generation,  not  ten  genera- 
tions hence.  It  is  seeking  not  to  destroy,  but  to  save,  the  whole  Indian 
race.  It  is  trying  to  educate  it,  so  that  even  this  generation  will  be 
of  some  use  to  us,  and  so  that  the  red  people  will  move  6n  with  us 
toward  civilization.  This,  in  brief,  is  the  progress  that  education 
and  philanthropy  have  made  in  two  thousand  years. 

The  new  philanthropy  keeps  its  eye  fixed  on  self-help,  and  is  not 
going  to  interfere  unless  it  can  help  a  person  to  help  himself.  This 
is  the  philanthropy  which  we  can  claim  to  be  right.  It  is  the  most 
egotistic  attitude  in  the  world, —  this  assumption  of  ours  that  we  have 
a  superior  civilization, —  unless  we  have  an  ultimate  and  indubitable 
basis  for  it.  Only  on  this  condition  have  we  the  right  to  take  the  red 
and  yellow  and  black  races,  and  bring  them  to  our  standard  and  put 
them  on  our  pedestal  of  civilization.  What  is  our  ultimate  ground  for 
this  ?  We  define  our  position  by  affirming  that  that  is  the  highest 
civilization  which  produces  a  great  social  whole,  and  at  the  same 
time  produces  in  the  individual  within  it  a  conscious  possession  of  it 
all.  The  whole  shall  re-enforce  the  self-help  of  each.  It  is  not  suffi- 
cient to  have  a  great  social  whole  which  does  not  give  to  each  indi- 
vidual freedom.  Our  civilization  as  it  has  grown  in  cities  has  grown 
into  this  idea  of  making  a  Nation  or  State  which  demands  that  the 
individual  citizen  shall  be  educated.  But  our  civilization  has  come 
to  this  point  where  we  are  forced  to  say,  as  I  have  done  just  now, 
that  we  could  not  continue  this  civilization  of  ours  unless  we  educate 
the  individual  up  to  the  point  of  being  influenced  by,  and  influencing 
himself,  public  opinion.  We  have  come  to  that  point  wherein  the 
good  of  the  whole,  the  strength  of  the  whole,  depend  on  the  eleva- 
tion of  the  individual. 

Is  your  Indian  at  that  point?  No,  he  is  at  the  tribal  stage.  He 
is  at  the  patriarchal  stage.  Civilization  below  the  patriarchal  stage 
would  not  be  above  the  brutes.  Above  that  comes  the  village  com- 
munity, and  many  who  believe  in  socialism  would  like  to  have  us  go 
back  to  that.  Above  the  village  community  comes  feudalism,  where- 
in the  individual  is  ground  into  subordination,  so  that  division  of 
labor  can  be  established.  No  yellow  race  has  passed  through  it 
The  black  race  has  not  passed  through  it  except  as  it  has  come  into 
the  house  of  bondage.  The  nations  of  Europe  and  America  have 
passed  through  it.  It  is  a  great  thing  to  go  through  these  stages. 
But  shall  we  say  to  the  tribal  people  that  they  shall  not  come  to 
these  higher  things  unless  they  pass  through  all  the  intermediate 
stages,  or  can  we  teach  them  directly  these  higher  things,  and  save 
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them  from  the  slow  progress  of  the  ages?  In  the  light  of  Christian 
civilization  we  say  there  is  a  method  of  rapid  progress.  Education 
has  become  of  great  potency  in  our  hands,  and  we  believe  that  we 
can  now  vicariously  save  them  very  much  that  the  white  race 
has  had  to  go  through.  Look  at  feudalism.  Look  at  the  village 
community  stage.  Look  at  it  as  it  still  exists  in  the  Russian  mir. 
We  have  been  through  these  things.  We  have  had  our  tribulation 
with  them.  But  we  say  to  lower  races :  We  can  help  you  out  of 
these  things.  We  can  help  you  to  avoid  the  imperfect  stages  that 
follow  them  on  the  way  to  our  level.  Give  us  your  children,  and  we 
will  educate  them  in  the  kindergarten  and  in  the  schools.  We  will 
give  them  letters,  and  make  them  acquainted  with  the  printed  page. 
With  these  comes  emancipation  from  mere  personal  authority,  from 
the  authority  of  the  master,  from  the  authority  of  the  overseer  and 
the  oracle.  With  these  comes  the  great  emancipation,  and  the  school 
shall  give  you  that.  We  know  that  you  are  an  epical  race,  but  we 
must  destroy  your  ideals  in  that  respect.  There  are  to  be  no  more 
beautiful  tribal  relations.  You  will  need  not  only  education  in 
letters,  which  has  such  significance,  but  you  have  to  correct  also 
your  tribal  notions  of  industry.  The  Indian  woman  must  see  to  it  that 
it  is  desirable  that  her  child  shall  learn  some  manual  industry,  and 
not  feel  her  old-time  horror  if  her  child  shall  not  be  a  warrior. 

A  friend  of  mine  living  in  the  Indian  Territory  told  me  of  an 
Indian  woman,  somewhat  feeble,  who  had  to  go  nearly  half  a  mile  to 
get  a  bucket  of  water ;  and  on  one  occasion  he  had  said  to  her  with 
some  wrath,  '*  Why  don't  you  make  that  lazy  boy  [a  boy  of  about 
twelve]  go  and  draw  your  water  for  you  ?  "  She  drew  herself  up 
proudly,  and  said,  "  Do  you  suppose  I  would  let  my  son  do  such 
things  as  that  ?  *'  She  wanted  him  to  be  a  warrior.  You  see  what 
radical  changes  in  social  ideas  these  people  have  to  make.  Yoii 
have  to  educate  them  in  the  matter  of  civil  society  and  in  the  in- 
dustries as  well  as  in  letters,  and  that  is  precisely  what  is  being  done. 
We  must  give  them  industries,  we  must  give  them  laws. 

But  also  into  industry  comes  Christianity,  which  is  not  merely  a 
religion,  but  an  ideal  of  life  penetrating  the  whole  social  structure. 
There  is  a  Christian  ideal  of  the  family  that  no  other  religion  ever 
had.  There  is  an  ideal  of  civil  society.  It  took  us  many  hundred 
years  to  adjust  our  civil  society  to  the  Christian  ideal.  We  have  got 
very  nearly  to  it  in  our  industries.  When  we  sit  down  at  our  table 
and  eat  things  that  come  from  all  parts  of  the  world,  that  is  a  veri- 
table sacrament.     We  come  into  conscious  relation  with  all  peoples. 

No  other  religion  could  possibly  have  the  Christian  ideal  of  civil 
society.  In  the  Christian  ideal  of  the  relation  of  each  man  to  his 
fellow-man,  each  one  does  work  for  the  world-market,  and  accepts 
mankind's  contribution  in  return  in  food,  clothing,  and  shelter.  He 
takes  all  that  he  wears  and  eats  from  his  fellows,  and  gives  to  them 
-  through  the  world-market  his  little  mite  toward  the  feeding  and  cloth- 
ing of  others. 

In  dealing  with  the  lower  races, —  we  call  them  lower  races,  let  us 
say  lower  civilizations, —  we  must  see  to  it  that  the  family  ideal  is  a 
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Christian  ideal,  and  that  the  industries  are  based  on  that,  too,  so  that 
the  individual  gives  to  and  receives  from  the  world-market. 

We  must  bring  not  only  agriculture,  manufactures,  and  commerce 
into  the  life  of  the  Indian,  we  must  throw  open  every  side  of  civiliza- 
tion, the  urban  side  as  well  as  the  rural  side,  and  impress  on  them 
the  fact  that  man  has  conquered  nature,  and  does  not  need  to  give 
ninety-nine  per  cent,  of  his  labor  to  the  soil.  He  can  give  fifty  per 
cent,  to  agriculture,  and  have  fifty  per  cent,  devoted  to  manufactures 
and  commerce  and  intercommunication  and  culture.  By  machinery 
in  the  next  century  it  will  take  only  ten  per  cent,  to  procure  the  raw 
material ;  and  ninety  per  cent,  of  industry  will  go  to  the  elaboration  of 
these  things, —  to  turning  them  into  comfort  and  means  of  spiritual  in- 
sight and  communication  with  our  fellow- men.  That  is  the  trend  of 
civilization. 

Then  natural  science  is  also  a  Christian  thing.  The  Hindu  could 
not  make  natural  science,  because  his  absolute  principle  (Brahm)  is  a 
formless  being ;  and  any  consciousness  or  self-knowledge  is  to  him  dis- 
ease. He  thinks  we  should  get  rid  of  the  consciousness  of  self :  all 
nature  is  to  him  an  illusion.  All  things  ,that  he  sees  are  an  illusion. 
So  he  does  not  inventory  them. 

You  come  next  in  your  education  of  the  Indian  to  the  idea  of  the 
State, —  that  the  individual  shall  not  only  belong  to  the  State,  but  shall 
have  his  own  individual  identity  left  intact  as  free  political  opinion 
and  as  independent  citizen.  We  have  to  bring  the  Indian  into  that 
consciousness.  If  we  want  to  elevate  lower  civilizations  into  our  own 
standard,  they  must  be  brought  in  in  this  way :  the  Christian  idea  of 
the  family,  of  society,  of  the  State,  and  of  the  church,  must  become 
theirs  by  adoption ;  for  the  Christian  idea  is  the  idea  that  rests  at  the 
bottom  of  all  our  secular  life.  But  that  fundamental  idea  has  to  be 
organized  into  manifold  educational  processes,  and  the  new  philan- 
thropy and  the  new  education  are  trying  to  accomplish  all  this.  The 
old  philanthropy  was  correct  in  principle,  but  it  did  not  know  how  to 
invent  methods.  Look  at  the  history  of  the  missions  of  the  Jesuits. 
They  took  their  lives  in  their  hands  in  Asia  and  America  bearing  the 
cross  of  Christ  to  savage  peoples,  showing  their  zeal,  showing  won- 
derful zeal  and  piety.  We  must  all  respect  and  honor  them  from  the 
bottom  of  our  hearts  for  their  earnestness  and  self-sacrifice,  even  if 
we  do  not  respect  their  methods.  What  became  of  the  Indians  whom 
they  converted  ?  They  vanished  from  the  planet.  Or  at  least  they 
have  made  little  or  no  contribution  to  civilization,  because  they  have 
not  entered  into  the  process  of  world  commerce.  They  held  them  up 
while  they  had  them  on  their  hands,  but  they  did  not  help  them  to 
help  themselves.  A  civilization  that  will  help  people  to  help  them- 
selves is  what  we  want. 

Men  are  not  saved  by  communities,  by  congregations,  by  peoples. 
They  are  saved  individually.  Each  individual  is  a  centre  of  self- 
activity,  to  grow  eternally  into  the  image  of  God  and  into  the  holi- 
ness of  God,  or  wither  and  go  the  other  way. 

Rev.  Lyman  Abbott,  who  had  been  requested  by  the  Business 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


39 

Committee  to  prepare  a  minute  respecting  those  members  of  the  Con- 
ference who  had  died  during  the  year,  presented  the  following  paper, 
accompan)dng  it  with  a  few  remarks  in  honor  of  those  mentioned 
in  it :  — 

We,  members  of  the  Lake  Mohonk  Conference,  here  record  our  profound 
appreciation  of  the  character  and  services  of  those  Christian  philanthropists  who 
during  the  past  year  have  been  called  from  their  work  with  us  to  the  larger  work 
wherewith  God  rewards  those  of  his  children  who  have  been  faithful  in  his  service 
on  earth.  Their  presence  with  us  was  an  encouragement,  their  example  remains 
as  an  inspiration,  and  their  vacant  places  call  us  to  greater  fidelity  and  greater 
enthusiasm  in  the  service  which  they  have  left. 

Professor  Charles  C.  Painter  for  many  years  represented  at  Washington  the 
opinions  of  philanthropic  and  Christian  coworkers  in  the  cause  of  the  Indian,  and 
fulfilled  his  always  difficult  and  often  thankless  task  with  keen  vigilance,  tireless 
energy,  good  judgment,  and  unfailing  tact.  The  generally  cordial  co-operation 
between  governmental  and  voluntary  agencies  in  behalf  of  the  Indian  has  been 
largely  due  to  him. 

Judge  William  Strong  brought  to  the  solution  of  our  difficult  problems  a  wide 
and  varied  legal  learning  and  a  judicial  temper  ripened  by  years  of  experience  on 
the  bench.  But,  more  than  that,  his  singular  purity  of  character  endowed  him 
with  an  illuminating  intellect,  so  that  he  enabled  us  to  see  the  eternal  principles  of 
justice  which  underlie,  but  often  seem  obscured  by,  legal  precedents.  Thus  he 
threw  upon  the  future  a  clear  and  true,  because  divine,  light  from  the  experience 
of  the  past. 

In  Henry  O.  Houghton's  New  England  character  the  sentiment  of  philanthropy 
became  a  principle  of  life  which  was  united  with  great  business  sagacity.  His 
clear  and  unselfish  judgment  often  guided  this  Conference  to  just  and  wise  conclu- 
sions, and  made  him,  although  his  public  participation  in  its  deliberations  was  not 
frequent,  one  of  our  most  trusted  counsellors. 

We  record,  also,  our  appreciation  of  the  services  of  three  earnest  and  efficient 
women, —  Mrs.  Cornelia  De  Witt  Plummer,  Mrs.  Mary  Amanda  Greene,  and  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Eliot  Bullard, — whose  co-operation,  rendered  chiefly  in  fields  outside 
this  Conference,  have  contributed  more  than  we  realize  to  the  success  already 
achieved  in  the  cause  of  Indian  emancipation. 

Rev.  Dr.  T.  S.  Hamlin,  as  pastor  of  Judge  Strong,  was  intro- 
duced by  Dr.  Gates,  and  spoke  as  follows  :  It  is  a  great  pleasure  to 
be  able  to  say  a  word  about  one  concerning  whom  it  is  possible  to 
speak  unreservedly,  without  fear  either  of  doing  violence  to  one's 
sense  of  exact  truthfulness  on  the  one  hand  or,  on  the  other  hand, 
of  saying  that  which  might  be  pronounced  fulsome  praise.  We  are 
all  interested  in  what  has  been  said  concerning  Justice  Strong  as 
a  member  of  this  Conference,  as  a  friend  of  the  Indian,  and  as 
a  philanthropist  in  every  service.  No  man  can  be  all  these  apart 
from  his  general  character,  apart  from  the  totality  of  his  life.  It  has 
been  one  of  my  greatest  privileges  to  be  intimately  associated  with 
Justice  Strong  for  the  past  nine  years.  Of  his  legal  talents  and  at- 
tainments others  are  more  competent  to  speak.  Of  his  great  learn- 
ing in  other  fields,  especially  in  the  field  of  theology,  in  which  law- 
yers, as  a  rule,  do  not  widely  enter,  I  can  speak  from  personal 
knowledge.  Justice  Strong  was  as  eminent  a  theologian,  though  not 
so  distinguished,  as  he  was  a  jurist.  I  have  known  few,  even  in  that 
profession  which  calls  upon  men  to  make  the  Bible  their  constant 
study,  so  familiar  not  only  with  all  its  great  principles,  but  with  all 
its  history,  and  with  its  very  language.     I  have  often  said  that,  the 
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more  intimate  my  knowledge  of  him  became,  the  more  I  felt  that  he 
was  as  nearly  flawless  as  it  is  possible  for  a  human  being  to  become. 
You  may  regard  that  as  strong  language;  but  I  use  it  deliberately, 
and  believe  every  syllable  to  be  true.  Many  of  you  remember  his 
singularly  beautiful  face,  his  majestic  bearing,  his  most  cordial  and 
hearty  manner ;  and  these  were  true  outward  indications  of  the  inner 
man.  He  was  all  that  he  looked.  A  more  humble,  more  simple- 
minded,  more  transparently  truthful  character  it  would  be  impos- 
sible, 1  am  sure,  anywhere  to  find.  A  more  simple  faith  in  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  a  more  profound  conviction  of  the  power  of 
Christ's  grace  to  save  the  human  soul,  whether  the  soul  of  the  sav- 
age or  the  soul  of  the  man  who  has  reached  the  higher  degree  of 
civilization,  I  have  never  met,  and  never  expect  to  meet.  In  every 
relation  in  life,  as  husband  and  father,  as  friend  and  neighbor,  as 
officer  of  the  Christian  Church,  as  filling  one  of  the  highest  positions 
in  the  gift  of  a  great  nation,  in  political  life,  as  a  member  of  society 
at  the  national  capital.  Justice  Strong  stood  pre-eminent.  It  was 
this  combination  of  splendid  characteristics,  this  grouping  of  such 
great  qualities,  that  made  him  here  at  this  Conference,  as  it  made 
him  everywhere,  the  force  that  you  knew  him  to  be,  the  dropping 
out  of  which  is  so  distinct  and  so  great  a  loss  to  us  at  the  national 
capital,  and  to  the  total  force  of  Christian  thought,  purpose,  and 
action  in  this  land.  At  the  head  of  such  great  organizations  as  the 
American  Tract  Society  and  the  American  Sunday  School  Union, 
without  the  slightest  tinge  of  sectarianism,  without  the  slightest 
show  of  sectionalism.  Justice  Strong  worked  quietly,  faithfully,  in- 
defatigably,  up  almost  to  the  last  hours  of  that  unusually  long  life. 
And  while  we  at  the  national  capital  felt  that  it  was  a  hardship  that 
he  must  die  away  from  home,  still,  if  that  must  be  so,  I  know  of  no 
place  whence  his  spirit  might  more  fitly  take  its  flight  than  from  the 
summit  of  these  mountains,  rising  majestic  from  the  surrounding 
valleys,  even  as  his  character  towered  above  the  characters  of  com- 
mon men.  He  has  gone  to  an  ampler  place  and  a  greater  service, 
to  his  eternal  reward.  May  we  be  able  to  follow  him  as  he  followed 
Christ ! 

The    minutes   presented  by   Dr.   Abbott  were  then  unanimously 
adopted.     Adjourned  at  10.15  p.m. 
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Thursday  Morning,  October  lo. 


After  prayer  and  singing  the  morning  session  was  called  to  order 
by  President  Gates,  who  introduced  Hon.  D.  M.  Browning,  Commis- 
sioner of  Indian  Affairs,  in  the  following  words :  — 

The  teaching  of  our  divine  Master  turns  upon  family  life  1  No 
wonder  that  those  who  have  studied  this  Indian  life  most  thought- 
fully for  ten  or  twelve  years  feel  that  the  Indians  must  have 
homes.  It  is  no  wonder  that  we  think  it  worth  while  to  fight,  and 
to  fight  with  some  energy,  for  the  breaking  up  of  the  tribal  idea  and 
the  setting  up  of  the  home.  The  legislation  that  was  secured  for 
that  end  has  been  tested  for  some  years.  We  were  not  foolish 
enough  to  believe  that  it  was  perfectly  wise.  Our  Business  Com- 
mittee has  deemed  it  best  to  discuss  the  severalty  law,  what  it  has 
done  for  the  Indian,  and  what  we  need  still  to  do  to  remedy  its  de- 
fects, and  to  meet  any  evils  which  may  have  been  made  patent  by  its 
operation. 

The  committee  has  invited  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 
Mr.  Browning,  to  open  the  discussion.  It  is  a  source  of  great  satis- 
faction to  us  all  that  Commissioner  Browning  is  with  us,  and  will 
address  us. 


THE  OBSTACLES   IN   THE  WAY. 

AN    ADDRESS    BY   COMMISSIONER    BROWNING. 

Mr,  President^  Ladies  and  Gentlemen^ —  After  the  beautiful  open- 
ing exercises  that  we  have  had,  it  is  the  more  embarrassing  to  me  to 
present,  as  I  have  been  requested  to  do,  the  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
allotment  of  lands  in  severalty,  because  I  would  rather  present  the 
bright  side  of  things. 

Before  taking  up  that  subject,  I  wish  briefly  to  make  one  or  two 
explanations.  Mr.  Smiley  has  made  an  admirable  report  as  to  the 
condition  of  the  Pyramid  Lake  and  Walker  River  Indians,  and  the 
injustice  that  would  be  done  these  Indians  if  their  present  condition 
should  be  changed  by  such  legislation  as  has  been  proposed.  I 
have  taken  that  excellent  report,  and  improved  the  tone  of  my  annual 
report  by  incorporating  that  into  it.  It  appears  not  as  an  appendix, 
but  as  a  quotation ;  and  the  attention  of  Congress  is  called  to  it  as 
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showing  the  condition  of  those  Indians,  in  case  there  should  be  an 
attempt  to  revive  the  legislation  proposed. 

Mr.  Harvey,  who  presented  well  what  he  ascertained  among  the 
Navajoes,  made  some  reference  to  the  needs  of  the  field  matron 
who  is  engaged  in  the  work  there.  The  field-matron  work  has 
been  appreciated  by  the  Indian  Bureau  and  the  Department,  and  we 
Jiave  insisted  upon  increased  appropriations  to  carry  on  that  work. 
Until  the  first  of  July  we  had  the  meagre  sum  of  $5,000  for  thb 
•entire  work.  Now  we  have  $10,000,  and  we  are  asking  for  another 
increase. 

The  expenditure  of  this  money  is  practically  supervised  by  a  good 
woman  in  my  office,  whom  many  of  you  know.  Miss  Cook ;  and  I 
believe  that  it  is  being  well  expended  for  the  civilization  of  the 
Indians.  But  Miss  Cook  has  said  to  the  ladies  who  are  interested 
in  the  Indians,  "  You  should  help  our  field  matron  " ;  and  the  asso- 
ciation of  which  Mrs.  Quinton  is  president  and  the  auxiliary  associa- 
tions and  some  of  the  church  associations  have  been  allowed  to 
select  practically  the  women  who  should  be  appointed  field  matrons. 
Last  year  to  select  eight  field  matrons  and  pay  them  their  salaries 
was  all  that  we  could  do  with  the  appropriation  allowed.  It  would 
not  permit  buying  horses  and  buggies,  medicines,  and  other  things. 
If  we  had  done  that,  we  could  have  had  only  three  or  four  field 
matrons.  These  associations  have  therefore  supplied  these  things, 
and  I  believe  it  is  a  good  work.  In  most  instances  they  have  re- 
sponded cheerfully.  It  has  been  suggested  that  money  should  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  field  matrons  for  these  necessaries.  That 
we  would  gladly  do,  but  it  is  impossible  with  the  appropriations  we 
have.  Moreover,  unless  a  field  matron  was  a  disbursing  officer 
under  bonds,  government  funds  could  not  be  placed  in  her  hands  for 
distribution.     That  must  be  the  work  of  the  agent. 

Coming  now  to  this  question,  of  the  allotment  of  land  in  severalty, 
it  is  an  important  question,  and  one  in  which  you  are  much  interested. 
While  there  are  obstacles  in  the  way  of  consummating  what  you  ex- 
pected would  result  at  once  from  the  breaking  up  of  tribal  relations 
and  having  the  Indians  become  citizens  and  relieved  from  agency 
supervision,  there  are  no  obstacles  that  prevent  us  from  continuing 
the  work.  Those  who  believed  it  could  be  accomplished  at  once 
are  doubtless  disappointed.  Some  further  legislation  is  needed,  but 
the  allotments  have  gone  on.  The  reservations  must  be  gradually 
broken  up  and  tribal  relations  disrupted. 

During  the  past  year  allotments  have  been  completed  among  the 
Nez  Percys,  the  Yanktons  of  South  Dakota,  the  Kickapoos  in  the 
South-west,  the  Siletz  Indians  in  Oregon,  and  among  some  of  the 
Chippewas  in  Wisconsin  and  Michigan.  The  work  of  allotment  has 
progressed  on  other  reservations. 

Some  of  the  obstacles  in  the  way  of  accomplishing  what  was  de- 
sired I  will  state  briefly.  Much  of  the  land  that  has  been  set  aside 
for  the  Indians  is  not  good  agricultural  land,  suited  for  farming  pur- 
poses. In  the  Dakotas  it  is  good  grazing  land,  but  not  suited  to  the 
raising  of  com.     While  the  soil  would  raise  wheat  if  they  had  rains, 
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yet  about  one  crop  in  three  or  four  is  as  much  as  can  be  expected ; 
and  these  Indians  must  be  made  self-supporting  by  raising  cattle. 
They  are  making  progress  in  this,  even  though  the  lands  have  not 
been  allotted. 

Another  obstacle  has  been  alluded  to  by  Dr.  Riggs  ;  and  that  is, 
when  the  lands  are  allotted  to  the  Indians  and  they  become  citizens, 
under  the  law  the  lands  are  not  taxable  for  twenty-five  years,  and, 
while  they  are  made  citizens  and  entitled  to  the  protection  of  the 
courts,  with  a  right  to  sue  and  to  have  school  privileges,  these  things 
have  been  denied  them  by  their  fellow-citizens.  They  have  said, 
"  We  cannot  give  you  court  privileges  or  schooling,  for  the  reason 
that  we  get  no  taxes  from  you."  The  law  is  ample  to  protect  them 
in  this  regard ;  but  it  takes  an  extraordinary  effort  to  secure  these 
rights  and  privileges,  because  public  sentiment  is  in  opposition  to  the 
law.  This  might  be  remedied  by  legislation.  Where  lands  are  allotted 
to  a  tribe  of  Indians,  and  there  are  surplus  lands  to  be  sold,  have  the 
money  arising  from  the  sale  placed  in  the  treasury,  and  such  portion 
of  it  taken  and  paid  to  the  municipalities  as  would  be  equivalent  to 
the  money  that  would  have  been  raised  by  taxation. 

It  would  not  do  to  tax  the  lands  of  the  Indian.  If  you  did,  they 
would  soon  lose  their  homes.  But  with  some  degree  of  right  the 
people  round  them  say,  We  have  to  establish  our  schools  and  to  pay 
the  teachers  and  other  expenses ;  and,  if  the  Indians  are  to  come  in, 
we  ought  to  get  some  assistance  in  doing  it. 

Now,  there  is  more  shadow  of  right  in  this,  because  a  reservation 
may  cover  several  townships  and  almost  a  county,  and  the  expenses 
must  be  carried  on.  I  am  of  opinion  that,  if  the  government  from 
trust  funds  or  other  funds  would  pay  a  sum  equivalent  to  the  amount 
that  would  be  received  from  taxation,  it  would  be  but  just  to  the 
people,  and  would  secure  to  the  Indians  the  rights  that  they  are  en- 
titled to. 

The  supervision  of  an  agent  over  Indians  after  they  have  received 
their  allotments  in  some  cases  is  absolutely  necessary.  Some  have 
supposed  that,  after  allotments  were  made  and  the  Indians  became 
citizens,  the  agents  should  be  taken  away.  But  the  Indian  has  been 
sustained  by  the  government  until  he  is  like  a  child ;  and  just  when 
he  is  being  placed  on  his  feet  as  an  independent  citizen  is  the  time 
that  he  most  needs  the  assistance  of  the  department.  We  have 
found  that  at  such  a  time  we  need  to  increase  the  humber  of  farmers 
and  assistant  farmers,  so  that  the  Indians  can  be  helped  to  put  in 
their  com,  fix  their  fences,  build  their  houses,  etc.,  and  th^t  this 
should  be  carried  on  for  three  or  four  years  or  even  longer,  till  they 
learn  how  to  stand  without  assistance. 

The  leasing  question  comes  up  in  this  connection.  At  the  last 
session  of  Congress  the  law  was  changed  as  to  the  leasing  of  land ; 
and  it  was  provided  that  land  might  be  leased  through  the  depart- 
ment where  an  Indian  allottee,  because  of  age,  disability,  or  inability, 
could  not  personally  and  with  benefit  to  himself  cultivate  it,  etc. 
While  this  enlarges  the  class  of  allottees  who  may  lease,  the  indis- 
criminate leasing  of  lands  has  not  been  permitted  for  the  reason 
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that  it  would  defeat  the  purpose  of  the  act  providing  for  allotments ; 
that  is,  to  make  a  home  for  the  Indians. 

Two  and  a  half  years  ago,  when  Captain  Beck  was  assigned  to  the 
duties  of  agent  for  the  Omahas  and  Winnebagoes,  he  found  that  the 
lands  belonging  to  the  Indians  had  been  leased  by  a  company  with- 
out regard  to  the  department,  and  that  fifty  thousand  acres  of  very 
valuable  land  had  been  secured  by  promising  to  give  the  Indians  a 
small  amount  per  acre,  and  that  this  company  sublet  it  at  a  dollar  and 
a  half,  or  two  dollars  and  a  half  an  acre  in  some  cases,  so  that  it  was  a 
very  fruitful  source  of  revenue  to  the  company,  and  the  Indians  were 
being  deprived  of  the  use  of  their  lands.  Captain  Beck  gave  these 
men  notice  that  they  could  not  remain ;  that  the  Indians,  though 
citizens,  could  not  sell  their  land,  and  therefore  could  not  encumber 
it  with  leases,  unless  those  leases  were  made  in  the  regular  way, 
under  the  agent  and  with  the  approval  of  the  department.  This  was 
contested  by  the  company ;  and  it  has  been  in  the  courts  most  of  the 
time  since,  though  the  decisions  have  been  in  favor  of  the  depart- 
ment, and  many  of  the  lessees  have  been  removed.  It  is  hoped  that 
in  a  little  while  they  will  all  be  removed,  and  the  land  restored  to  the 
Indians,  and  that,  where  leases  are  made,  they  will  be  made  through 
the  department. 

Senator  Dawes,  who  is  the  father  of  the  Severalty  Act,  has  no  doubt 
had  it  said  to  him  that  the  act  has  not  worked  well,  and  that  it  is 
almost  a  failure  because  of  the  failure  of  allotments  to  improve  the 
condition  of  the  Cheyennes  and  Arapahoes.  It  has  been  said  to  me 
that  their  lands  were  allotted  before  the  Cheyennes  and  Arapahoes 
were  prepared,  that  the  Indians  did  not  go  on  their  allotments,  and  that 
they  were  really  in  worse  condition  than  they  were  before  allotments 
were  made.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  knew  where  their  allotments 
were.  It  was  found  necessary  to  continue  issuing  them  rations,  and 
an  appropriation  was  made  by  Congress  to  assist  them. 

But  that  condition  is  rapidly  changing,  and  those  Indians  are  in 
better  condition  now  than  ever  before.  Captain  Woodson,  acting 
agent,  has  said  to  them,  '*  None  of  you  can  have  a  money  payment 
unless  you  go  on  your  allotment  and  make  a  home  " ;  but  he  also 
agreed  that,  if  they  would  do  this,  he  would  appoint  carpenters  to  help 
build  their  houses,  furnish  lumber,  help  the  farmers,  and  put  them 
in  a  condition  to  be  independent  and  self-supporting.  This  he  has 
said  with  the  approval  of  the  department.  He  has  done  his  work 
admirably.  The  improvement  of  the  condition  of  these  Indians  over 
what  it  was  three  or  four  years  ago  is  marked,  and  very  gratifying, 
indeed.  The  Indian  now  talks  about  "  my  farm  "  and  **  my  house," 
and  he  knows  where  he  lives.  The  carpenters  have  assisted  about 
building  houses,  and  orchards  are  being  put  out;  and  in  three  or 
four  years  they  will  no  longer  need  to  be  under  the  control  of  the 
department.  That  was  an  exceptional  case,  but  it  has  been  the  most 
difficult  that  we  have  had  to  deal  with. 

I  will  also  say  that  among  the  Cheyennes  and  Arapahoes  the 
amount  allotted  an  Indian  family  makes  a  large  farm.  If  the  Indian 
has  a  wife  and  two  or  three  children,  he  gets  one  hundred  and  sixty 
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acres,  which  makes  a  farm  much  larger  than  an  ordinary  white  man 
could  cultivate  himself  profitably.  The  land  being  rich,  it  was  thought 
something  should  be  done  with  it.  So  Captain  Woodson  has  arranged 
it  that  the  Indian  shall  take  one  allotment  and  arrange  for  a  home 
there.  The  rest  of  the  land  that  could  not  be  cultivated  he  has 
leased  to  farmers.  While  the  Indian  must  still  work  to  make  a  living, 
in  the  course  of  three  or  four  years  he  will  have  a  well-improved  farm  to 
live  upon.  We  have  considered  this  a  just  thing  to  do,  and  to  that 
extent  those  leases  have  been  approved ;  and  the  work  is  going  on  in 
that  way.  Where  there  were  surplus  lands,  we  have  had  them  leased  ; 
and  payment  has  been  in  the  way  of  improvements,  so  that  after 
three  or  four  years  the  Indian  will  have  a  good  home  and  no  excuse 
for  not  remaining  on  his  land. 

The  most  serious  obstacle  in  the  way  of  having  Indians  become 
independent  and  self-supporting  is  the  advantage  that  has  been  taken 
of  them  by  those  who  have  lived  round  them  and  some  so-called 
lawyers.  They  advised  the  Indian,  when  he  has  received  his  land  in 
severalty,  that  the  department  has  no  control  of  him,  and  that  the 
agent  has  no  right  to  protect  him ;  and  they  ask  him  to  go  up  town 
and  have  a  good  time,  and  buy  his  goods  there  and  get  his  whiskey 
when  he  wants  it. 

I  will  call  attention  to  the  legislation  that  has  been  proposed  upon 
the  subject  of  the  sale  of  whiskey  to  Indians.  A  bill  which  was 
passed  by  the  House  at  its  last  session,  but  failed  of  action  in  the 
Senate,  provides  that  the  penal  statute  prohibiting  the  sale  of  whiskey 
to  Indians  shall  apply  to  all  Indians,  including  mixed  bloods,  over 
whom  the  government,  through  its  departments,  exercises  its  guardian- 
ship, etc.  Some  courts  have  held  that  an  allottee,  being  a  citizen, 
could  purchase  liquor.  This  legislation  would  prohibit  such  sales  to 
Indian  allottees.  I  think  this  legislation  ought  to  be  enacted  ;  and,  if 
it  meets  with  your  approval,  I  ask  the  aid  of  this  Conference  in 
recommending  it  to  Congress. 

If  it  could  be  done,  I  should  advise  that  some  legislation  be 
secured  that  would  give  the  department  the  supervising  control 
over  Indian  allottees,  until  it  may  be  determined  that  they  do  not 
further  need  this  supervision.  The  only  express  authority  that  it  now 
has  over  allottees  is  the  control  of  lands  and  tribal  property.  If  the 
Indian  has  personal  property,  there  is  no  one  to  protect  him.  In 
some  places  the  people  living  near  want  to  get  his  property,  and  the 
Indian  does  not  know  how  to  secure  his  rights  in  the  courts.  Lawyers 
are  often  on  the  other  side  of  the  question.  I  feel,  therefore,  that 
there  ought  to  be  some  one  to  advise  him. 

These  are  the  only  obstacles  that  I  see  in  the  way  of  carrying  on 
this  work,  and  they  are  being  overcome.  The  only  thing  that  I  see 
that  could  be  done  by  legislation  is  the  enactment  of  this  bill  in 
regard  to  the  sale  of  whiskey,  and  perhaps  some  provision  that  would 
authorize  the  department  to  have  supervision  over  Indians,  notwith- 
standing allotments,  for  such  a  length  of  time  —  not  exceeding  three 
or  four  or  five  years  —  as  might  be  necessary  to  put  them  on  their 
feet  and  in  such  condition  that  each  one  can  earn  a  living. 
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There  might  be  some  system  by  which  the  government  can  pay  to 
the  States  and  counties  the  equivalent  of  the  taxation  that  they  would 
get  if  these  lands  were  taxable.  I  am  not  sure  but  that  would  be  a 
proper  thing  to  do.  It  would  make  these  people  feel  that  they  were 
getting  something  from  the  Indians  in  the  way  of  taxes,  and  they 
would  more  readily  accord  them  the  rights  of  the  courts  and  of 
attending  schools.  In  a  great  many  places  they  are  deprived  of  these 
privileges  because  the  people  will  not  give  them  to  them. 

The  allotment  law  is  not  a  failure.  The  obstacles  are  not  such 
that  we  cannot  go  on  even  without  legislation.  We  propose  to  give 
the  Indians  all  the  assistance  we  can  in  becoming  self-sustaining 
citizens,  and  we  have  accomplished  it  in  some  places.  I  thank  you 
for  your  attention. 


LAND   IN   SEVERALTY. 

BY    REV.    H.    B.    FRISSELL. 

In  discussing  the  possibility  of  land  in  severalty  for  the  Indian,  it 
is  necessary  that  we  remember  that  the  education  of  the  white  is 
quite  as  important  as  that  of  the  Indian.  Much  of  barbarism  re- 
mains in  the  white  race.  Last  Sunday,  as  I  met  our  Hampton  con- 
gregation of  about  one  thousand  at  its  afternoon  service, —  the  Negro, 
the  Indian,  and  the  white  man  together, —  I  told  them  that  we  had 
there  one  of  the  greatest  problems  which  confront  this  whole 
country, —  that  of  learning  how  men  of  different  races  can  live  to- 
gether in  peace  and  mutual  helpfulness.  The  white  people  of  this 
country  have  not  yet  learned  how  to  live  with  those  of  other  races 
who  have  not  had  the  same  opportunities  that  have  been  granted  to 
them.  I  have  the  greatest  confidence  in  the  Dawes  Bill,  and  believe 
in  urging  the  Indian  on  to  citizenship  as  fast  as  he  can  go.  When 
the  ballot  was  given  to  the  Negro,  many  doubted  its  wisdom.  Those 
of  us  who  labor  in  the  South  feel  that  the  common  school,  now  as 
firmly  established  in  Virginia  as  in  Massachusetts,  would  never  have 
been  possible  except  for  the  fact  that  the  Negro  was  given  the  privi- 
lege of  voting ;  and,  although  he  has  at  times  been  deprived  of  this 
privilege,  the  knowledge  on  his  part,  and  on  the  part  of  the  white  man, 
that  he  had  the  right  to  vote,  has  made  legislation  possible  in  the 
South,  which  would  otherwise  have  been  utterly  impossible.  I  think 
that  some  of  the  Western  politicians  pay  more  attention  to  the  Indian 
question  to-day  than  they  would  do  if  it  were  not  understood  that  in 
a  little  while  the  Indians  will  become  voters. 

The  Omaha  tribe  was  one  of  the  first  to  take  up  land  in  severalty, 
and  it  has  frequently  been  brought  before  the  country  to  show  that 
land  in  severalty  is  a  failure.  But  I  feel  that  the  trouble  is  not  so 
much  with  these  Indian  people  as  it  is  with  us  in  whose  charge  they 
have  been  placed.  We  have  expected  too  much  of  them.  We  have 
not  given  them  sufficient  protection  in  this  most  trying  period  of  their 
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histor}'.  The  agent,  you  will  remember,  was  taken  away  from  them ; 
and  we  all  rejoiced  at  the  thought  that  the  agency  system  was  about 
to  disappear,  for  it  collected  the  Indians  about  a  certain  spot,  caused 
them  to  waste  much  of  their  time  away  from  their  homes,  and  was, 
in  many  ways,  most  harmful  to  them.  But  the  difficulty  was,  that, 
when  the  agent  was  taken  away,  nothing  was  given  in  his  stead. 
The  old  tribal  system  had  previously  been  broken  up,  and  neither 
the  State  nor  the  county  extended  the  arm  of  the  law  over  these 
people. 

I  remember  going  on  to  the  reservation  the  first  Fourth  of  July  after 
the  Dawes  Bill  was  passed,  and  meeting  some  of  the  old  chiefs.  A 
flag  was  raised,  and  one  after  another  rose  and  spoke  ;  and,  pointing 
to  the  land  they  said:  "This  is  our  country."  We  sang  together 
"  My  Country,  'tis  of  thee  "  ;  and  everything  seemed  most  hopeful  and 
bright  at  that  time.  Unfortunately,  after  that  the  ladies'  association, 
which  had  started  a  hospital,  was  obliged  to  give  it  up,  and  turn  it 
over  to  the  Presbyterian  Church.  The  mission  was  burned  down, 
and  the  Presbyterians  were  obliged  to  give  up  a  part  of  their  work. 
So  these  poor  Indians  were  left  without  any  one  to  care  for  them  or 
advise  them.  We  thought  that  the  people  of  Nebraska  would  step 
in,  and  look  after  them.  Some  of  them  have  stepped  in,  but  not  in 
a  helpful  way.  Around  the  reservation  have  settled  men  who  call 
themselves  grocers,  but  they  are  really  liquor-sellers  and  saloon- 
keepers. They  have  deliberately  set  themselves  to  work  to  corrupt 
the  Indians,  and  to  get  hold  of  their  land  as  fast  as  possible ;  and 
they  have  succeeded  to  a  great  degree.  In  the  town  of  Pender,  on 
a  certain  afternoon,  after  the  Indians  had  received  some  money, 
there  were  so  many  of  them  intoxicated  that  they  had  to  be  carried 
off  in  cartloads.  This  is  not  strange.  The  Indians,  by  the  reserva- 
tion system,  have  been  made  mere  children.  They  have  looked  to 
the  white  man  for  counsel  and  help.  They  still  go  to  him.  They 
go  to  these  very  men  who  are  trying  to  corrupt  them  and  to  get  their 
land.  Altogether  there  has  come  about  a  condition  of  things  that 
is  most  unfortunate.  Women  are  unsafe  on  the  reservation.  Dance- 
houses  have  increased  in  number.  But  I  think  I  see,  even  at  this 
darkest  moment,  a  change  for  the  better ;  and  I  feel  that  their  pres- 
ent condition  is  not  so  much  the  fault  of  the  Indians  themselves  as 
it  is  our  fault.  I  wish  I  could  make  an  appeal  to  the  Presbyterians. 
The  missionary  on  the  Omaha  Reservation  is  a  good  man,  but  he  is 
able  to  do  very  little.  The  Presbyterian  Church  should  see  that  the 
Omaha  Reservation  has  more  help  just  at  this  time  when  the  Indian 
needs  help  so  much,  especially  the  help  that  the  Church  can  give. 

Reference  has  been  made  by  the  Commissioner  to  the  law  against 
the  sale  of  liquor.  The  temperance  problem  is  perhaps  just  now  the 
most  important.  Unless  we  can  give  the  Indian  strength  to  resist 
the  temptation  of  liquor,  the  whole  race  will  be  exterminated. 

As  I  went  over  to  the  Sioux  Reservation  where  Dr.  Riggs  has  im- 
proved the  condition  of  things  so  much,  I  found  that  he  had  a  justice 
of  the  peace  in  his  own  school ;  and,  although  the  Santees  had  been 
going  through  the  same  transition  period  as  the  Omahas,  it  has  been 
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accomplished  much  more  satisfactorily  because  of  the  influence  which 
Dr.  Riggs  and  his  helpers  have  had  upon  the  Sioux  tribe.  When 
the  agent  is  removed,  there  ought  to  be  some  one  appointed  in  his 
place  who  shall  look  after  the  Indians.  It  seems  to  me  strange  that 
they  have  done  as  well  as  they  have,  when  we  consider  that  they 
have  been  utterly  without  law. 


THE   SEVERALTY   LAW. 

BY    HON.    H.    L.    DAWES. 

The  severalty  law  was  both  a  necessity  and  an  experiment.  The 
Indian  was  upon  his  sick-bed,  and  his  friends  about  him  were  like 
the  physicians  about  the  sick-bed  of  some  man  nigh  unto  death 
whom  nothing  could  save  but  heroic  treatment ;  and  that  might 
kill  him.  He  took  the  risk  of  the  severalty  law,  and  he  has 
survived  in  spite  of  all  the  adverse  conditions  which  have  sur- 
rounded him.  The  severalty  law  followed  the  experiment  of  educat- 
ing the  Indian.  Congress  had  begun  the  experiment  of  trying  for 
the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  government  to  take  money  out  of 
its  own  treasury  to  educate  the  Indian.  They  found,  however,  that 
something  more  than  mere  education  was  necessary.  The  Indian 
could  not  be  civilized  or  Christianized  by  mere  intellectual  training. 
If  he  was  to  become  a  Christian,  self-supporting  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  he  must  have  a  home.  You  may  train  him  as  much  as  you 
please.  If  he  has  no  home,  the  more  intellectual  training  you  give 
such  a  tramp,  the  worse  off  and  the  greater  nuisance  he  will  be  in 
the  community.  The  home  is  the  centre  of  all  the  civilizing  and 
Christianizing  forces  by  which  he  can  be  lifted  up  out  of  his  barbar- 
ism into  self-supporting  Christian  citizenship.  Accordingly,  this 
medicine  that  was  given  him  was  the  furnishing  him  with  a  home 
alongside  of  and  supplementary  to  the  attempt  of  the  United  States 
to  enlighten  and  educate  and  train  him  for  the  duties  and  obligations 
of  citizenship.  But  it  was  a  dangerous  experiment.  The  President 
who  signed  that  bill  said  to  its  friends  before  he  put  his  signature  to 
it :  **  This  is  a  dangerous  experiment.  I  do  not  know  but  it  is  a 
necessity.  I  have  my  doubts.  I  am  willing,  however,  to  try  it.  If 
the  friends  of  the  Indian  will  stand  round  him  during  this  experi- 
mental period,  and  hold  up  his  hands,  and  enlighten  him  and  encour- 
age him,  I  will  sign  this  bill.  But  I  propose,  at  first,  to  select  one 
single  reserv^ation  of  the  best  quality  and  of  the  best  kind  of  Indians ; 
and  I  will  try  this  experiment  on  that,  and,  as  it  shall  work,  so  will  I 
be  guided." 

This  was  in  March.  I  happened  to  be  at  a  meeting  of  your  Con- 
ference at  the  Riggs  House  in  Washington  the  next  day,  and  told 
you  there  what  the  President  said ;  and  I  told  you,  by  way  of  caution 
and  exhortation  to  a  greater  zeal,  what,  in  my  opinion,  were  the  obli- 
gations that  that  law  rolled  upon  your  shoulders  and  required  at  your 


Digitized  by  Vj005l^ 


49 

hands.  I  went  home,  and  was  abused  by  every  friend  of  that  law 
for  decrying  it  in  the  presence  of  the  public. 

Now,  what  is  the  matter  with  the  law  ?  Is  it  not  enough  to  say  to 
any  Indian :  You  may  have  a  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  for 
your  home  ?  The  government  shall  hold  for  you  the  title  to  it 
for  twenty-five  years.  It  will  covenant  to  hold  it  for  you  and  for 
your  use,  and  for  nobody's  else  use;  and  no  contract  that  you  can 
make,  no  tax  that  any  locality  can  impose  upon  it,  no  lease,  mort- 
gage, or  lien  whatever  during  that  twenty-five  years,  shall  have 
the  slightest  effect  on  it.  Is  not  that  enough  ?  We  all  thought 
so.  We  thought  we  had  enacted  civilization  on  to  the  Indian.  We 
were  like  the  Dutchmen  at  Manhattan  in  the  olden  time.  When 
they  saw  English  war  ships  sailing  up  the  bay,  they  met  in  council, 
and  solemnly  resolved  that  the  English  ought  to  be,  and  the  same 
hereby  are,  conquered,  and  then  went  off  and  lighted  their  pipes  and 
folded  their  arms.  That  is  what  we  did.  Now,  what  is  the  matter 
with  this  severalty  law  ?  It  has  fallen  among  thieves,  and  there  have 
not  been  enough  good  Samaritans  around  to  take  care  of  it.  Why 
do  I  say  that  it  has  fallen  among  thieves  ?  It  was  necessary  to  put 
into  that  law  this  clause :  that,  after  allotments  shall  be  made  upon 
the  reservation,  the  government  is  hereby  authorized  to  sell  what 
shall  be  left  of  these  reservations.  The  men  who  buy  land  of  the 
Indians,  just  as  the  Commissioner  showed  you,  saw  at  once  their 
opportunity.  If  you  can  get  the  Indian  set  out  in  severalty,  the 
white  men  will  get  the  rest  of  it ;  and  they  will  not  have  anything  to 
do  but  see  to  it  that  the  rest  of  it  is  the  best  part  of  the  reservation. 

Instead  of  trying  the  experiment  .upon  one  single  reservation,  as 
the  President  supposed  it  would  be,  when  we  came  to  Washington  in 
December,  seven  reservations  were  in  process  of  being  allotted ;  and 
the  poor  Indians  were  crowded  out  into  the  poorest  part  of  the  land, 
and  the  white  men  were  gathering  around  them,  as  the  eagles  round 
a  carcass,  waiting  for  the  opportunity  to  get  the  best  lands.  When 
the  attention  of  the  President  w^s  called  to  that  fact,  he  ordered  a 
halt ;  and  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  of  that  day  said,  Why, 
he  supposed  that  the  object  of  the  law  was  to  set  out  in  severalty  all 
the  Indians,  and  sell  at  once  the  rest  of  their  land.  We  have  often 
heard  the  question  discussed  here.  How  soon  would  you  abolish  the 
reservation  ?  We  had  heard  it  urged  here  that  we  should  abolish 
the  reservation  first  and  then  take  care  of  the  Indian  afterward. 
Others  wanted  to  take  care  of  the  Indian  first  and  abolish  the  reser- 
vation afterward,  and  not  follow  the  example  of  the  school  district 
in  Massachusetts,  which  resolved  that  it  would  build  a  new  school- 
house  on  the  spot  of  the  old  one,  and  then  resolved  to  occupy  the 
old  one  until  the  new  one  was  built.  That  was  the  condition  here. 
When  that  administration  passed  out  of  power  and  the  next  one 
came  in,  it  was  the  boast  and  pride  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
of  that  administration  that  he  had  succeeded  in  opening  to  the  white 
men  more  reservations  of  the  Indians  than  all  his  predecessors  put 
together.  He  sent  down  to  the  Cheyennes  and  Arapahoes  and 
Wichitas,  and  made  a  treaty  with  them  ;  and  the  stipulations  of  the 
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treaty  were  that  they  should  give  to  the  United  States  all  of  their 
land  that  was  left  after  putting  them  out  in  severalty.  When  he 
allotted  them  in  severalty,  as  the  Commissioner  said,  I  do  not  suppose 
that  any  one  of  them  ever  saw  his  home  or  knew  what  the  word 
meant.  Why  was  that  done  there  ?  It  is  but  a  few  weeks  since 
I  have  been  inside  of  that  country.  I  have  heard  the  story.  They 
were  allotted  lands  which  a  great  many  of  them  never  saw ;  and  you 
could  not  find  their  allotments  to-day  without  a  surveyor,  and  they 
were  blanket  Indians  that  could  no  more  have  been  kept  in  a  soli- 
tary home  than  you  could  keep  the  eagles  of  the  air  without  a 
cage. 

How  did  he  do  it  ?  He  gave  them  a  large  sum  of  money,  a  mill- 
ion and  a  half  dollars  I  have  heard,  for  what  was  left ;  and  he  dis- 
tributed it  per  capita  among  them,  and  now  the  administration 
which  succeeded  him  has  waked  up  to  the  necessity  of  taking  out 
of  the  treasury  a  good  deal  of  money  to  keep  them  from  starving. 
That  is  the  way  the  thieves  got  hold  of  this  law. 

Now  take  these  Omahas.  How  much  rosy  expectation  there  was 
in  this  assembly,  and  all  around,  from  the  prospect  of  the  Omahas 
having  land  allotted  to  them  !  And  the  allotments  were  made  with 
so  much  skill  and  patience  and  work  by  Miss  Fletcher.  When  it 
was  done,  we  turned  our  backs  upon  them.  They  had  fifty  thousand 
acres  of  spare  land.  They  had  $90,000  in  the  treasury,  paying  six 
per  cent,  interest,  and  we  went  off  and  left  them ;  and  the  white 
people  built  a  little  town  on  the  edge  of  their  reservation,  so  as  to 
have  the  advantages  of  trade  with  these  men.  Then  a  company  was 
formed  to  take  leases  of  their  land  which  was  allotted  them  for 
homes.  Why,  an  allottee  has  not  any  title  in  his  land, —  not  a  parti- 
cle. The  United  States  is  the  owner  of  the  land,  and  the  United 
States  covenants  to  keep  that  land  for  his  sole  use  and  benefit.  You 
do  not  want  to  give  him  any  courts  to  enforce  his  rights.  You  want 
to  make  the  United  States  do  its  duty.  He  could  not  sue  a  man  for 
taking  possession  of  his  land  because  he  does  not  own  his  land.  It 
is  the  United  States  land,  and  the  United  States  is  bound  by  a 
solemn  covenant  to  keep  it  for  his  sole  use.  If  the  United  States 
will  do  its  duty  in  the  courts  of  the  districts  of  Nebraska,  they  will 
put  every  one  of  those  intruders  off  from  that  land,  and  put  these 
men  back  in  possession  of  it.  That  is  what  they  must  do.  It  is  the 
fault  of  the  administration  of  Indian  affairs  from  beginning  to  end. 
1  am  not  criticising  government  officials.  I  think  there  has  been 
more  fault  in  that  administration  with  which  I  have  more  affinity 
than  I  have  with  this,  and  I  am  glad  to  hear  such  encouraging 
things  from  this  administration.  I  believe  it  is  honestly  trying  to 
get  back  to  the  place  from  which  it  ought  never  to  have  departed. 
It  should  have  held  to  the  idea  that  the  severalty  act  was  only  an 
open  door  to  make  a  home,  and  that  the  home  was  to  be  built  there- 
after and  by  the  same  processes  by  which  you  are  educating  the 
Indians,  and  with  the  same  care  and  solicitude ;  that  he  should  be 
followed  hour  by  hour  until  the  time  of  his  probation,  as  specified  in 
the  allotment  bill,  shall  have  expired,  and  then  pray,  as  well  you 
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may,  that  he  will  not  fall  after  that.  You  will  have  just  as  much  as 
you  can  do  at  the  end  of  that  time.  Why,  twelve  of  the  twenty-five 
years  of  probation  for  the  Omahas  are  already  passed ;  and  to-day 
they  are  in  a  worse  condition  than  they  were  when  they  were 
allotted.  You  may  say  what  you  please  about  it.  1  have  been 
there.  The  poor  fellows  have  lost  their  land  to  these  land-grabbers, 
who  have  paid  them  only  just  enough  to  supply  them  with  whiskey ; 
and  that  is  all  they  get  for  it.  They  know  no  more  about  the 
duties  and  obligations  and  work  of  a  civilized  citizen  to-day  than 
they  did  when  they  began.  But  a  few  years  ago  there  came  to 
Washington  a  delegation  of  ten,  headed  by  one  Daniel  Webster,  and 
they  came  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  asked  it  to 
undo  this  act ;  and  I  asked  Daniel  Webster,  the  chairman  of  that 
delegation,  what  in  the  world  he  meant.  I  asked  him  if  he  had  no 
desire  to  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  have  a  home  and 
live  in  the  ways  of  white  men.  Oh,  well,  he  said,  it  was  a  good 
deal  of  trouble.  It  was  a  great  deal  easier  for  the  United  States  to 
take  care  of  them  than  it  was  for  them  to  take  care  of  themselves, 
and  so  he  begged  us  to  undo  it.  Do  you  think  the  people  who 
feel  an  obligation  to  do  something  to  civilize  and  Christianize  the 
Indian  have  done  their  duty  toward  these  people  ? 

Now,  there  are  difficulties  in  the  severalty  law%  One  we  have 
talked  of  a  good  deal  here.  Take  that  county  of  Nebraska  in  which 
this  reservation  is  situated.  The  Omaha  Reservation  constitutes  a 
county  by  itself  in  Nebraska.  It  is  all  peopled  by  Indians.  Under 
the  severalty  law  the  whole  county  is  exempt  from  taxation;  and  yet 
the  State  of  Nebraska  is  obliged  to  build  their  roads,  their  school- 
houses,  their  court-houses,  and  support  their  courts.  Not  a  dollar 
can  be  got  out  of  the  real  estate  there.  If  they  can  catch  an  allottee 
with  a  pony  or  something  of  that  kind,  they  will  tax  him  for  it  a 
great  deal  more  than  the  pony  is  worth.  That  is  the  condition  of 
things.  It  cannot  exist  long.  You  cannot  expect  that  Nebraska 
will  have  anything  but  a  cold  shoulder  for  such  a  condition  of 
things.  That  was  not  foreseen  in  the  severalty  law,  because  the 
severalty  law  treated  of  individuals,  and  expected  to  take  land  here 
and  there  only  as  fast  as  they  turned  out  to  be  competent  men,  and 
to  put  them  in  allotments.  They  never  anticipated  taking  a  whole 
county,  and  spreading  over  it  the  protection  of  the  United  States 
against  all  these  expenditures.  Something  must  be  done  to  remedy 
that  evil,  or  the  allottee  in  the  State  will  never  receive  anything  but 
unfriendly  legislation.  Either  the  United  States  must  take  out  of  its 
treasury  an  equivalent  in  lieu  of  this  taxation  or  the  funds  that  the 
tribes  have  in  the  treasury  must  be  devoted  to  this  purpose.  I  be- 
lieve that  the  Omahas  had  $90,000.  They  came  up  to  Congress 
after  they  had  been  permitted  to  lease  their  lands,  and  made  such 
a  presentation  of  their  destitute  condition  that  Congress  gave  them 
per  capita  one-half  of  that  sum,  and  promised  them  the  next  year  the 
other  half. 

Now,  there  are  a  good  many  ways  to  relieve  this  severalty  law  of 
this   burden.     Take   the  Cheyennes  and  Arapahoes  and  Wichita s. 
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Instead  of  distributing  $1,500,000  among  them,  suppose  that  money 
had  been  put  into  the  United  States  treasury,  and  the  income  used 
for  the  civilization  of  those  Indians.  Would  it  not  have  been  far 
better  for  them  ?  But  the  policy  of  that  administration  that  was  to 
glory  in  having  stripped  the  Indians  of  more  of  their  heritage  than 
any  other  administration  was  to  make  contracts  and  divide  the  pur- 
chase money  per  capita.  You  can  buy  all  lands  of  the  Indians  in 
the  United  States  if  you  will  distribute  per  capita  the  money  consid- 
eration. Within  the  last  few  years  $18,000,000  has  been  voted 
out  of  the  treasury  to  the  five  civilized  tribes,  and  a  large  portion  of 
it  distributed  per  capita  among  the  five  nations,  for  land,  by  the 
United  States.  I  have  myself  written  into  appropriation  bills  much 
of  this  large  sum,  and  they  are  poorer  to-day  than  they  were  before 
the  money  was  distributed. 

Capt.  Pratt. —  I  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  every  phase 
of  this  question  that  has  been  touched  upon  seems  full  of  insur- 
mountable difficulties.  Perhaps  no  man  in  the  country  feels  it  more 
than  I  do,  stationed  as  I  am  at  Carlisle,  and  dealing  with  children 
from  more  than  fifty  tribes.  I  realize  what  is  going  on  in  the 
fullest  sense.  To  me  the  Indian  question  does  not  centre  in  lands 
in  severalty.  It  does  not  centre  in  any  of  the  other  phases  that 
have  been  discussed  here.  It  is  a  question  of  individualizing,  of  get- 
ting the  Indian  to  stand  with  us  shoulder  to  shoulder,  and  to  take 
care  of  himself,  and  not  to  be  dependent  upon  a  department  whose 
particular  quality  is  a  perpetuation  of  itself.  I  feel  that  the  Indian 
can  be  made  just  as  capable  of  taking  care  of  his  individual  affairs 
as  the  rest  of  us.  You  do  not  need  any  department  to  look  after  Dr. 
Eastman  or  Dr.  Montezuma  or  Mr.  Marsden.  They  will  take  care 
of  themselves.  But  I  ask  you  to  point  out  to  me  a  single  Indian 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land  that  has  been  made 
capable  as  these  men  are  by  any  of  the  methods  that  we  are  dealing 
with  here.  I  mean  outside  of  Carlisle  and  Hampton  and  some  of 
the  other  training  schools,  so  called. 

We  have  not  got  at  the  life  and  the  purpose  and  the  necessity  of 
the  situation  at  all.  You  hang  a  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  the 
Sioux  Reservation  about  the  neck  of  Dr.  Eastman,  and  tell  him  he 
must  stay  in  the  mass,  of  ignorance  that  he  has  described,  and  he 
would  become  just  what  he  says  you  or  any  white  man  would  become 
if  surrounded  by  those  conditions  for  three  years.  I  have  demanded 
from  the  start  an  opportunity  for  these  men  to  get  out,  and  find 
out  what  citizenship  was  by  association  with  citizens.  But  no,  the 
department  will  not  be  perpetuated  if  you  do  that.  And  so  we  have 
gone  on  in  the  same  old  lines. 

Senator  Dawes  has  been  showing  us  that  the  civilized  tribes  — . 
civilized  1  what  a  lot  they  are !  —  have  more  crime  than  anywhere 
in  the  United  States,  according  to  the  population, —  more  vileness; 
and  they  want  to  perpetuate  that  vileness,  and  all  they  want  is 
more  money  to  do  it. 

I  said  years  ago  that  land  was  a  small  part  of  the  question.     I 
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never  owned  an  acre  of  land,  and  never  expect  to ;  and,  if  it  costs 
other  people  as  much  trouble  as  it  does  these  Indians,  I  think 
it  a  dreadful  curse.  It  is  a  dreadful  curse ;  and,  the  more  money 
you  pour  into  these  reservations,  the  worse  they  are  for  it.  We 
have  pictures  presented  here  that  are  not  true. 

Last  fall  $50,000  was  distributed  among  the  Cheyennes  and  the 
Arapahoes ;  and  it  was  contrived  that  it  should  be  disbursed  at  a 
particular  time,  when  there  was  to  be  a  county  fair.  It  was  adver- 
tised all  over  the  surrounding  country  that  the  Indians  were  to  be 
there.  There  were  to  be  horse  races  in  which  they  were  to  take 
part.  The  $50,000  was  paid  out  in  checks, —  no  check  upon  letting 
it  go  for  bad  uses.  There  were  four  or  five  banks  in  Reno  that  would 
cash  them.  Gamblers  and  the  vilest  men  to  be  found  in  that  vile 
region  were  there  in  multitude.  My  own  boys  and  girls  were  there. 
I  have  talked  with  them  about  it.  I  know.  The  Indians  were 
brought  together  from  a  hundred  miles  away,  and  were  kept  there 
a  week.  They  abandoned  their  farms,  and  brought  their  ponies, 
dogs,  and  tepees,  received  and  squandered  their  money,  and  got 
nothing  but  harm  from  it.  It  is  so  always.  Giving  them  money  in 
this  way  enriches  the  neighboring  white  man  and  destroys  the  Ind- 
ian. What  we  have  got  to  do  is  to  make  capable  individual  men 
out  of  them, —  men  who  will  stand  up,  contend,  and  compete  like 
other  men ;  and  we  can  only  do  this  by  getting  them  out  among 
the  men  we  desire  them  to  imitate. 

Rev.  Albert  Riggs. —  Senator  Dawes  has  shown  clearly  that  the 
Severalty  Act  was  an  opportunity  simply,  but  we  have  not  improved 
the  opportunity.  The  only  unquestioned  right  which  an  Indian  has 
to-day  —  that  is,  barring  minor  matters  —  is  the  right  to  be  hanged. 
But  the  protection  of  the  home,  that  law  which  develops  the  life  of 
a  man,  is  generally  lacking.  The  experiment  with  the  Omahas  has 
been  spoken  of  by  several,  and  it  is  certainly  a  case  in  point ;  and, 
being  neighbor  to  them,  I  can  testify  to  the  truth  of  what  has  been 
said  in  that  regard.  There  is  a  state  of  chaos  there.  There  is  an 
utter  lack  of  law,  of  all  things  that  make  home  and  life  desirable. 
The  causes  that  have  worked  this  lamentable  condition  of  affairs  are 
not  difficult  to  find.  There  have  never  been  any  courts  established 
having  jurisdiction  over  those  people.  There  were  some  officers 
elected,  but  they  never  qualified.  One  difficulty  has  been  the  lack 
of  means  by  which  the  expenses  of  the  courts  could  be  met.  Most 
of  all  there  has  been  a  lack  of  that  sympathetic  advice  and  continued 
counsel  and  leading  by  which  they  might  have  been  brought  into 
other  relations  with  citizen  life.  The  very  first  step  was  a  grave  one, 
—  the  government  abandoned  them. 

I  am  glad  that  I  can  speak  about  another  field.  The  same  opera- 
tion began  in  about  the  same  time  at  Santee,  and  we  tried  to  go  at  it 
in  a  different  way.  We  tried  to  prepare  the  Indians  for  their  new 
responsibilities  by  instruction,  and  to  bring  the  neighboring  commu- 
nity into  sympathy  with  this  new  order  of  things.  Then  we  saw  to 
the  local  organization  of  the  local  justice  courts  at  our  agency,  in 


Digitized  by 


Google 


54 

order  to  meet  a  point  which  has  been  spoken  of  here, —  the  lack 
of  means  by  which  these  legal  processes  could  be  carried  out.  We 
organized  a  committee  of  justice  to  look  into  the  cases  that  needed 
attention,  that  we  might  find  out  their  rights  in  the  courts  of  the 
country ;  and  we  were  assessed  to  meet  the  expense  of  these  efforts. 
So  we  have  measurably  succeeded ;  and  I  am  glad  to  say  that  there 
is  very  good  prospect  that,  if  the  work  shall  be  carried  on  in  that 
line,  we  shall  be  able  to  report  complete  success,  so  far  as  bringing 
the  Indians  into  proper  civil  relations.  Our  experience  there  gives 
us  the  right  to  say  what  is  necessary  as  a  practical  measure.  One 
thing  is  necessary :  a  government  representative  on  the  ground  who 
should  be  an  agent.  Let  us  abolish  the  Indian  agent  entirely,  and 
have  a  promoter  of  justice,  an  agent  of  civilization.  His  business 
should  be  to  establish  these  people  under  law,  to  lead  them  into  the 
responsibility  of  citizenship,  whereas  the  perpetuation  of  the  old 
agency  would  only  defeat  our  efforts  in  that  line.  It  takes  about  six 
months  to  convert  an  Indian  agent,  and  make  him  understand  what 
he  can  and  what  he  cannot  do.  It  would  be  better  if  he  came  with 
fuller  instructions  from  the  department,  so  that  he  might  understand 
that  it  was  his  duty  to  lead  these  people  into  possession  of  their 
rights.  I  believe  there  is  ground  for  hope ;  but  we  must  have  good, 
practical  common  sense,  and  things  must  be  done  step  by  step.  If 
we  are  only  patient,  much  can  be  accomplished. 

President  Meserve. —  We  ought  to  heartily  commend  the  action 
of  the  Indian  Office  for  the  stand  it  has  taken  in  regard  to  whiskey. 
If  I  were  asked  what,  from  my  observation,  I  regard  as  the  greatest 
•  single  curse  of  the  Indians,  I  should  say  the  corn-juice  of  the  West- 
ern States  and  the  moonshiners*  "  mountain  dew  "  of  the  Carolinas. 

I  was  gratified  last  night  to  hear  what  Dr.  Hailmann  had  to  say 
about  the  desire  for  electricity  for  Indian  schools.  During  the  four 
years  I  was  in  charge  at  Haskell  Institute  I  was  amused  at  the  way 
the  recommendation  for  electric  lighting  was  met. 

Dr.  Hailmann  also  referred  to  the  need  of  helping  the  returned 
students  on  the  reservations.  There  is  a  league  in  existence  with 
that  for  its  object.  Dr.  Abbott  is  the  president,  Miss  Sparhawk  is 
secretary,  and  Mrs.  Fiske  is  the  treasurer.  Any  one  who  wants  to 
help  the  returned  students  can  do  it  through  this  Industrial  League. 

I  was  pleased  at  the  reference  of  Dr.  Jackson  to  the  use  of  the 
word  "  native  "  instead  of  Indian,  in  Alaska.  Some  one  said  to  me 
that  it  was  a  beautiful  conceit,  when  Commissioner  Morgan  once 
said  that  Indian  nature  was  human  nature  bound  in  red.  There  is  no 
conceit  or  fancy  about  it.  It  is  true.  I  am  getting  tired  of  hearing 
about  the  Indian  problem  and  the  Negro  problem.  Let  us  come 
down  to  the  homely  term  of  the  problem  of  humanity  ;  for  that  is 
what  it  is, —  the  great,  broad  problem  of  humanity. 

Senator  Dawes,  in  his  excellent  address,  said  that  many  of  the 
Indians  do  not  know  where  their  allotments-  are.  I  was  in  the  oflSce 
of  the  Indian  agent  at  Oklahoma  a  short  time  ago,  after  the  allotting 
was  completed.     The  agent  had  a  plan  spread  on  the  table,  and  he 
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was  trying  to  show  White  Antelope  where  his  location  was.  When 
you  find  a  white  man  or  an  agent  finding  fault  with  an  allotting 
agent,  you  make  up  your  mind  that  you  have  a  pretty  good  allotting 
agent.  The  allotting  agent  here  had  acted  wisely.  The  people 
found  fault  with  him  that  the  Indians  were  getting  the  best  lands. 
That  was  reversing  the  ordinary  method. 

I  have  here  a  letter  from  the  present  superintendent  of  Haskell 
Institute,  which  I  would  like  to  read  : — 

Haskell  Institute,  Lawrence,  Kan., 
Sept.  24,  1895. 
Hon.  C.  F.  Meserve,   President  Shaw  University,  Raleigh,  N.C. 

Dear  Mr.  MeseniCy —  You  no  doubt  remember  that  I  made  a  trip  through  that 
country  in  the  fall  of  1891,  and  returned  to  Haskell  very  much  discouraged.  My 
trip  this  fall  was  over  the  same  territory  and  among  the  same  people,  but  the 
contrast  was  so  great  that  I  could  scarcely  believe  either  the  country  or  the 
people  to  be  the  same.  By  the  way  of  contrast,  I  will  give  a  general  description 
of  the  two  trips,  and  then  a  more  detailed  account  of  this  year's  trip. 

In  1 891  I  found  nearly  all  the  members  of  both  tribes  camped  in  a  place  about 
five  miles  from  the  agency,  engaged  in  the  ghost-dance.  This  fall  I  found  them 
living  in  small  camps  of  two  to  ten  families  each,  near  their  allotments,  in  all 
parts  of  the  country,  nearly  all  engaged  in  making  hay.  In  1891  nearly  all  wore 
the  blanket  or  ghostly  sheet.  In  1895  nearly  all  of  the  old  people  and  all,  with 
two  exceptions,  of  the  returned  students  whom  I  visited  wore  citizens'  clothes. 
The  two  were  ashamed  when  caught  dressed  in  blankets,  and  immediately  disap- 
peared, to  return  soon,  dressed  in  neat  black  clothing.  In  1891  the  drift  of  the 
conversation  among  these  tribes  was.  What  next  will  the  government  do  for 
us?  In  1895  ^^^  conversation  was  about  "my  allotment,"  **my  farm."  And 
so  I  might  go  on  making  contrasts,  but  I  think  you  will  be  more  interested  in 
learning  about  my  trip  in  detail. 

I  attended  the  Indian  Workers'  Convention  at  Kl  Reno,  and  met  while  there 
a  number  of  Indian  young  men  and  women  who  have  been  given  positions  in  the 
service,  and  are  succeeding  admirably. 

Among  those  met  were  Philip  Cook,  Deforest  Antelope,  and  James  Ham- 
ilton, former  students  of  Haskell  Institute,  and  Paul  Good  Hear  and  Mr.  Cor- 
nelius of  Carlisle,  all  employed  at  the  Cheyenne  School.  After  the  convention 
closed,  I  visited  Captain  Woodson,  United  States  Indian  agent  for  the  Cheyenne 
and  Arapahoes,  and  made  arrangements  for  an  extended  trip. 

Captain  Woodson  informed  me  that,  since  the  Indians  had  taken  their  land  in 
severalty,  it  had  been  his  foremost  thought  and  his  greatest  effort  to  get  them  to 
live  on  their  allotments. 

In  order  to  accomplish  this,  the  old  custom  of  having  them  go  to  the  agency 
every  two  weeks,  to  get  their  rations,  had  to  be  broken  up,  as  that  kept  them  on 
the  road  a  great  portion  of  the  time,  and  prevented  them  from  doing  any  work  on 
their  farms,  if  they  wished  to.  Therefore,  issue  stations  have  been  established  in 
different  sections  of  the  country,  thus  enabling  them  to  get  their  rations  nearer 
home,  and  leaving  time  for  them  to  do  some  work  on  their  farms. 

This  having  been  accomplished,  it  was  found  necessary  to  have  some  one  to 
teach  the  Indians  how  to  farm.  Therefore,  the  country  was  divided  into  eleven 
districts,  and  a  white  farmer  and  an  Indian  assistant  appointed  for  each  district. 

These  district  farmers  and  assistants  are  expected  to  teach  the  Indians  of  their 
respective  districts  how  to  farm,  and  assist  them  in  every  possible  way  in  im- 
proving their  farms. 

Having  gotten  this  information  from  the  agent,  I  started  on  my  way  to  the  dif- 
ferent districts,  visiting  first  the  Indians  along  the  South  Canadian.  As  before 
stated,  I  found  these  Indians  very  much  scattered,  a  great  many  of  them  living 
on  their  allotments,  others  living  in  small  camps  near  their  allotments. 

For  instance,  four  families  were  quite  often  found  camped  together  on  the 
adjoining  corners  of  their  land.  A  great  deal  of  hay  was  being  harvested,  and 
nearly  all  of  the  able-bodied  Indians  were  assisting  in  some  way. 
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We  next  visited  the  Seger  Colony  Indians.  We  first  went  to  the  Seger 
School,  where  we  found  Mr.  Seger  as  busy  as  ever,  sacrificing  for  the  poor  Lo. 
This  school  is  very  popular  among  the  Indians,  and  the  building  which  is  just 
erected  is  in  great  demand.  When  I  visited  Seger  Colony  in  1891,  Mr.  Seger 
was  just  completing  the  plans  for  the  buildings  now  in  use;  and,  although  it  has 
been  but  four  years,  a  very  great  change  has  taken  place. 

At  that  time  you  might  visit  the  camps  and  be  among  the  Indians  for  days, 
and  hear  but  few  words  of  English,  except  from  boys  and  girls  who  had  been 
away  from  the  reservation  to  attend  school ;  and  even  they  were  afraid  to  speak 
English  in  the  presence  of  their  parents  and  friends.  My  experience  was  en- 
tirely different  this  year.  I  did  not  visit  a  single  camp  in  which  I  could  not  find 
a  great  many  children  who  could  and  would  talk  pretty  good  English ;  and  the 
parents  and  friends  seemed  to  be  proud  of  the  boys  and  girls  who  could  talk  to 
me,  and  then  tell  what  I  had  said.  Even  old  Chief  Big  Jake,  the  most  non-pro- 
gressive Indian  among  the  Cheyennes,  said,  "  My  children  talk  white  man  heap 
good."  The  school  right  in  the  midst  of  the  tribe  is  an  object-lesson ;  and,  as  the 
children  attend  and  learn  to  speak  English  and  to  do  all  kinds  of  work,  public 
sentiment  in  the  tribe  changes. 

Of  course,  this  little  reservation  school  can  give  the  children  only  a  start  on  the 
road  to  civilization  and  citizenship,  and  a  stronger  and  more  lasting  force  must 
be  applied  by  the  non-reservation  school  and  its  auxiliaries, —  intelligent,  Christian 
people,  the  church,  the  school,  and  all  of  those  civilizing  influences  which  are 
found  in  a  community  like  that  in  which  the  non-reservation  schools  are  situated: 
but,  certainly,  Seger  School  has  done  very  much  in  four  years  in  the  way  of 
educating  the  Indians  to  appreciate  education. 

Mr.  Seger  and  I  visited  nearly  all  of  the  families  in  that  section  of  the  country, 
and  found  the  majority  of  them  on  or  near  their  allotments,  doing  considerable 
work. 

While  on  this  trip  with  Mr.  Seger,  we  visited  the  most  interesting  Indian 
family  that  I  ever  met.  When  we  drove  into  the  camp,  Prairie  Chief,  the  head 
of  the  family,  came  out  to  greet  us,  and  was  followed  by  the  members  of  his 
family,  the  wife  and  three  daughters,  who  were  all  dressed  in  the  camp  garment, 
to  be  sure,  but  were  absolutely  clean. 

Everything  about  the  camp  was  clean  and  tidy;  and,  although  I  was  a  stranger, 
I  was  as  warmly  welcomed  as  I  ever  was  by  a  white  family.  The  father  and 
mother  were  unable  to  speak  English  ;  but  the  girls  talked  for  them,  and  we  were 
soon  having  a  pleasant  conversation.  Prairie  Chief  told  me  that  he  had  planted 
and  cultivated  thirty-five  acres  of  com,  had  harvested  ten  acres  of  wheat,  and  was 
now  making  hay,  and  that  he  had  not  made  his  women  do  the  work,  either.  He 
seemed  very  proud  of  having  done  so  much,  and  prouder  still  that  he  had  not 
made  his  wife  and  children  help.  Mr.  Seger  told  me  a  very  interesting  inci- 
dent about  Prairie  Chief,  which  illustrates  how  their  ideas  in  regard  to  marriage 
are  changing.  Mr.  Seger  had  talked  with  Prairie  Chief  concerning  the  marriage 
of  his  daughters,  and  advised  him  to  let  the  girls  choose  their  own  husbands,  and 
then  to  be  married  like  white  ladies.  Meanwhile  a  buck  came  along,  and  offered 
Prairie  Chief  a  good  team  of  mules,  worth  about  two  hundred  dollars,  and  a  team 
of  horses,  worth  about  as  much,  for  one  of  his  daughters. 

This,  of  course,  was  a  great  temptation  for  Prairie  Chief;  and  he  went  to  his 
Indian  friends  for  advice.  They  immediately  advised  him  to  accept  the  offer. 
Prairie  Chief  almost  yielded;  but  he  said,  "Every  time  he  was  about  to  say  yes 
he  imagined  he  could  see  Mr.  Seger  peeping  over  a  hill  at  him,  and  saying  no." 

Finally,  he  decided  he  would  not  sell  his  daughters  for  any  number  of  horses 
and  mules,  and  said,  ••  My  daughter  he  choose  own  man,  and  be  happy." 

I  could  write  a  great  deal  of  interest  about  this  family,  but  want  to  take  you 
hurriedly  over  the  remainder  of  my  trip. 

I  next  visited  what  is  known  as  the  Red  Moon  Indian  band,  which  is  located 
about  one  hundred  and  ten  miles  from  the  agency. 

Red  Moon  was  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Cheyennes  when  they  went  on  the  war- 
path the  last  time  through  Kansas.  There  are  about  one  hundred  and  eighty-five 
Indians  in  this  band;  and  they  have  been  looked  upon  as  the  wildest, most  uncivil- 
ized band  of  the  Cheyennes,  and  until  a  few  years  ago  have  not  done  any  work 
that  amounted  to  anything  at  all.     A  farmer  has  been  sent  to  teach  them.     An 
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issue  station  and  a  blacksmith's  shop  have  been  established  in  their  district.  This 
year  they  have  raised  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  com,  have  harvested 
considerable  wheat,  have  broken,  on  the  average,  two  and  a  half  acres  apiece  of 
new  land,  and  made  several  hundred  tons  of  hay. 

There  is  no  school  in  the  district,  but  during  several  months  last  year  a  day 
school  was  established,  and  was  conducted  in  a  tent  or  lodge ;  and  the  children 
attended  quite  regularly. 

Captain  Woodson  hopes  he  may  get  an  appropriation  during  the  year  for  a 
school  building  for  the  people.  There  are  only  two  children  in  the  band  that 
have  ever  attended  school.  Of  course,  these  people  cling  to  many  of  their  bar- 
barous customs,  such  as  the  sun-dance ;  but  the  progress  made  by  them  in  the 
last  four  years  has  been  wonderful. 

Even  among  these,  the  most  non-progressive  band  of  Cheyennes,  as  I  suppose, 
I  saw  but  very  few  blankets  being  worn. 

I  also  visited  the  Watonga  Issue  Station  and  the  Indians  in  that  district.  At 
this  place  I  found  two  of  the  Haskell  Institute  students  employed  and  giving  good 
satisfaction.  Peter  Antoine  is  the  blacksmith,  and  John  D.  Miles  the  assistant 
farmer.  Mr.  Coleman,  the  farmer,  says  Peter  is  a  better  smith  than  nine  out  of  ten 
white  men,  and  is  a  better  man  than  the  tenth  white  man.  Therefore,  he  does  not 
want  any  change. 

I  found  Chief  White  Antelope,  the  father  of  Deforest  and  Kenton  Antelope, 
in  this  district;  and  I  do  not  believe  there  ever  was  a  father  who  was  prouder  of 
his  son  than  he  is  of  Deforest,  who  graduated  at  Haskell  Institute  last  June.  As 
stated  in  the  beginning  of  the  letter,  Deforest  is  employed  at  the  Chevenne  School. 
White  Antelope  shows  his  appreciation  of  school  opportunities  by  taking  his 
daughter  to  the  public  school  in  Watonga. 

He  took  her  almost  every  day  last  winter,  and  says  he  will  do  so  again  this 
year.  He  lives  about  three  miles  from  the  school,  and  has  to  cross  the  river 
every  day ;  but  those  who  live  near  him  say  he  scarcely  ever  allows  his  daughter 
to  lose  a  day  of  school,  no  matter  how  i#ormy  the  weather  may  be.  I  visited  the 
King  Fisher  Indians,  and  among  them  found  Moore  Van  Horn  and  his  two 
brothers,  Max  and  John,  all  working  in  the  hay  field,  cutting,  hauling,  and  stack- 
ing hay,  as  would  white  boys. 

One  of  the  improvements  I  noted  in  the  administration  of  affairs  on  the  reserva- 
'  tion  was  the  mode  of  issuing  beef.     The  cattle  are  now  taken  to  the  issue  station 
to  be  butchered  in  the  corral  instead  of  turning  them  loose  to  be  shot  down  like 
wild  buffalo. 

Then,  again,  the  Indians  go  to  the  issue  station,  which  is  located  in  their  dis- 
tricts, get  their  rations,  and  return  to  their  homes.  They  do  not  spend  their 
time  as  they  used  to  in  lounging  around  the  agency,  waiting  for  ration  day,  and 
then  dancing  until  the  rations  are  eaten.     The  dance  is  disappearing  rapidly. 

It  is  never  or  seldom  engaged  in  without  the  consent  of  the  agent.  The  Indians 
being  so  scattered,  and  being  under  immediate  control  of  the  district  farmers,  the 
dance  question  is  comparatively  easily  controlled.  The  ghost-dance  is  never  al- 
lowed ;  and  only  in  rare  cases,  in  the  outlying  districts  and  among  the  wilder 
bands,  do  they  engage  in  anything  but  some  religious  dance.  The  whole  trip 
was  one  of  encouragement  for  me,  especially  so  as  I  attribute  a  great  deal  of  the 
progress  to  the  influence  of  the  returned  students. 

The  old  Indians  seem  to  be  losing  their  grip  very  fast,  and  the  educated  young 
people  are  assuming  control.  As  they  settle  on  their  allotments,  the  knowledge 
gained  by  the  young  people,  while  in  school,  is  in  demand ;  and  the  old  people 
recognize  the  value  of  education. 

Captain  Woodson  is  doing  a  great  service  for  the  Cheyennes  and  Arapahoes  by 
compelling  them,  as  far  as  possible,  to  live  on  their  allotments.  I  think  it  is  time 
now  for  the  individual  Indians  to  be  given  their  money  for  the  improvement  of 
their  homes.  Of  course,  the  money  should  be  expended  according  to  instruction 
given  by  proper  authority,  and  only  for  the  improvement  of  the  homes ;  but  it 
seems  to  me  that,  were  this  done  carefully,  the  influence  of  a  few  well-improved 
homes  would  be  very  great.  This  letter  is  being  written  by  a  pupil  of  the  com- 
mercial class,  the  new  department  organized  this  year.  The  department  gives 
promise  of  being  a  popular  one,  and  very  important  as  a  means  of  fitting  young 
men  and  women  for  future  usefulness  in  the  world.     We  have  twenty-one  taking 
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typewriting,  thirteen  shorthand,  and  ten  the  full  commercial  course.  Our  normal 
students  are  doing  splendid  work,  and  will,  I  believe,  when  they  have  completed 
the  course,  be  a  credit  to  the  Indian  service  as  teachers.  Rose  Dougherty  en- 
tered the  normal  class  to-day.     Wishing  you  a  pleasant  year's  work,  I  remain. 

Sincerely, 

H.  B.  Peairs. 


l^The  address  of  Mr.  Austin  Abbott,  who  followed  Mr.  Meserve, 
will  be  found  in  the  last  session.] 
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Thursday  Night,  October  lo. 


The  Conference  was  called  to  order  at  eight  o'clock.  President 
Gates  read  the  following  letter  from  Bishop  Whipple  to  Mr. 
Smiley :  — 

Faribault,  Minn.,  Sept.  12, 1895. 

Afy  beloved  Friendy —  It  is  a  very  great  sorrow  that  I  cannot  be  at  the  Mohonk 
Indian  Conference.  The  General  Council  of  our  Church  meets  in  Minneapolis 
October  2,  and  will  continue  most  of  the  month.  As  the  bishop  of  the  diocese, 
I  cannot  be  absent.  There  are  many,  many  things  about  which  I  longed  to  confer 
with  my  brothers. 

Is  it  right  or  just  for  us  to  attempt  to  relieve  our  consciences  of  the  guilt  of 
past  neglect  by  thrusting  the  Indian  into  citizenship,  and  say,  "  Sink  or  swim  "  ? 

2.  Is  there  any  possible  way  to  protect  these  poor  brown  brothers  from  the 
curse  of  the  fire-water,  which  is  worse  than  ever  before  ? 

3.  Ought  not  Congress  to  provide  for  administration  of  law  or  reserve  by  mak- 
ing the  agent  or  some  one  a  stipendiary  magistrate  t 

4.  Is  there  any  remedy  for  the  leasing  of  Indian  land  to  perpetuate  the  old 
curse  of  heaven  pauperism  ? 

5.  Is  it  not  a  solemn  duty  we  owe  to  them  to  prevent  the  alienation  of  their 
land? 

I  have  recently  visited  our  Indian  missions  at  White  Earth  and  at  Birch 
Centre,  and  saw  much  to  make  me  thank  our  heavenly  Father.  Many  of  these 
Indians  show  in  their  lives  that  "  God  is  no  respecter  of  persons," —  that  the  gos- 
pel is  for  them,  as  for  us,  the  good  news  of  God.  I  send  you  a  tract  which  I  pub- 
lished thirty-two  years  ago.     With  love.  Yours  faithfully, 

H.  B.  Whipple. 
A.  K.  Smiley,  Esq. 

The  following  message  from  Bishop  Whipple  was  also  read :  — 

House  of  Bishops,  Minneapolis,  Oct.  7,  1895. 

May  our  Father  guide  all  your  deliberations  for  his  wandering  brown  children. 
Much  blessed  work  has  brought  rich  rewards.  There  is  no  mission  work  of  any 
branch  of  the  Church  of  Christ  which  has  had  a  more  blessed  harvest.  It  has 
brought  richer  rewards  to  those  who  have  labored  for  their  brother-man.  The 
passion  for  humanity  is  the  only  passion  worthy  of  us ;  and,  when  we  find  Christ, 
we  must  find  our  brother  also.  "  Ye  shall  not  see  my  face  except  ye  bring  your 
brother  also."  Pardon  me  if  I  say  it, —  I  fear  that  we  are  approaching  a  grave 
crisis, —  that  this  untutored  child  of  nature  needs,  and  must  have,  not  only  the 
hand  of  Christian  brothers,  he  must  have  the  strong  arm  of  the  government  to 
protect  him.  In  the  past,  unscrupulous  men  have  used  the  Indian  as  a  key  to 
unlock  and  rob  the  public  treasury.  Now  they  will,  by  evil  influences,  by  the 
deadly  fire-water,  by  selfish  greed,  rob  him  of  all  which  makes  life  dear.  I  made 
a  few  suggestions  of  topics  for  your  consideration  to  our  dear  friend  Mr.  Smiley. 

With  a  heart  full  of  love  for  you,  my  brothers  and  sisters,  and  sending  you  my 
loving  greetings,  I  am  always,  in  the  bonds  of  loving  work  for  our  Master,  your 
friend  and  brother,  H.  B.  Whipple, 

Bishop  of  Minnesota, 
To  THE  Mohonk  Indian  Conference. 
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A  telegram  was  received  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  Hon. 
Hoke  Smith,  saying :  **  Have  hoped  to  attend  the  Conference.  Re- 
gret very  much  to  find  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  do  so." 

President  Gates  invited  Mr.  Herbert  Welsh,  of  Philadelphia,  to 
address  the  meeting. 


THE  HOPEFUL  FEATURES  OF  OUR  WORK. 

BY    HERBERT   WELSH. 

I  deem  it  a  great  privilege  to  have  the  opportunity  of  speaking  a 
few  words  to  you  upon  a  question  which  has  occupied  the  greater 
part  of  my  time  during  the  last  thirteen  years ;  and  I  want,  if  I  can, 
to  emphasize  some  of  the  hopeful  phases  of  this  problem, —  of  the 
work  which  we  of  the  Mohonk  Conference,  a  body  of  people  repre- 
senting various  churches  and  various  lines  of  work,  have  undertaken 
to  do.     I  wish  to  preface  my  remarks  by  this  thought. 

My  first  interest  in  this  question  was  created  by  what  I  saw  with 
my  own  eyes,  what  I  heard  with  my  own  ears,  among  the  Indian 
people  of  Dakota.  I,  for  one,  would  never  have  dared  to  throw 
myself  into  this  work,  as  I  have  done,  excepting  for  one  strong  belief. 
I  saw  before  me  men  and  women  and  children  who  by  the  power  of 
the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  had  been  lifted  out  from  the  very  heart  of 
barbarism,  and  had  wrought  in  them  that  greatest  of  all  miracles, 
the  creation  of  a  new  and  holy  character.  I  know  that  many  who 
have  been  so  appealed  to  have  failed  to  hear  and  receive  that  mes- 
sage, that  many  who  have  begun  to  walk  in  that  new  way  have 
fallen  from  it ;  but,  notwithstanding,  there  remained  at  that  time,  and 
there  remains  to-day,  the  one  great  fundamental  ground  upon  which 
a  true  man  or  woman  can  build  in  this  work, —  the  actual  knowledge 
that  individual  character,  the  individual  soul  of  the  Indian,  has  been 
redeemed  by  the  power  of  Christian  civilization.  I  care  not  if  all 
other  experiments  for  improving  his  welfare  be  abolished.  Provided 
that  one  great  fact  of  the  essential  part  of  him  being  redeemed  by 
that  power  remain,  it  is  sufficient  warrant  for  every  one  of  us  to  con- 
tinue in  this  work  and  to  put  in  the  very  best  efforts  we  are  capable 
of  making.  In  no  way  can  we  more  truly  strengthen  ourselves  for 
our  long,  difficult,  and  as  yet  half-completed  task  than  by  looking  at 
this  crystalline  truth  that  character  has  been  redeemed  by  the  power 
of  civilization  and  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Now,  if  we  look  at  every  phase  of  this  question,  I  think  that  we 
shall  receive  an  encouragement  capable  of  appealing  to  any  intel- 
ligent man.  One  of  the  great  purposes  of  this  Conference  was  to 
take  the  mechanism  of  the  government  whicji  was  charged  with  the 
duty  of  dealing  with  the  Indian,  and  put  to  it  the  purest  principle 
of  administration  which  it  was  capable  of  receiving.  We  found  the 
Indian  bureau  controlled  by  that  false  principle  the  danger  of  which 
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many  great  statesmen  of  this  land,  of  whatever  political  party  they 
might  be,  have  clearly  discerned, —  the  disintegrating  principle  of 
spoils  as  the  motive  of  action  rather  than  the  true  American  prin- 
ciple of  merit  and  love  for  the  country.  We  found  that  the  spoils 
policy  in  appointment  to  office  had  seriously  affected  our  Indian 
service.  I  shall  not  waste  time  by  referring  to  details :  you  know 
the  main  facts.  You  know  that  with  every  change  in  administration 
there  was  a  change  of  the  men  and  women  who  were  to  do  the  work 
of  civilizing  the  Indians.  You  know  what  chaos  and  loss  of  valuable 
experience  this  method  of  appointment  wrought.  But  thanks  to  the 
work  of  this  Conference,  thanks  to  the  aroused  spirit  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  our  appeals  have  been  heard.  In  the  Indian 
service  at  least  the  strength  of  the  spoils  system  has  been  broken ; 
and  I  think  we  may  thank  God,  and  take  courage. 

To-day  there  are  seven  hundred  places  which  by  act  of  President 
Harrison  were  removed  from  the  grip  of  spoilsmen,  and  placed  under 
the  merit  system  by  having  the  civil  service  rules  extended  to  them. 
How  great  a  victory  was  gained  you  can  imagine,  or  of  it  you  can 
convince  yourselves  if  you  look  into  the  facts.  Think  what  it  means 
to  have  established  in  the  service  that  merit  proved  by  some  reason- 
able test  shall  be  the  means  of  admission  and  by  which  places  shall 
be  kept  rather  than  that  a  political  pull  —  favoritism  —  shall  put  a 
man  in. 

If  you  look  back  over  past  years,  you  will  see  that  that  great  prin- 
ciple has  steadily  advanced ;  and  with  it  have  come  substantial  bless- 
ings to  the  Indian  service.  It  has  been  my  duty  as  a  member  of 
the  Indian  Rights  Association  to  act  often  in  a  critical  spirit  in 
reference  to  each  administration.  Blaming  officers  of  the  govern- 
ment where  removals  or  appointments  were  made  in  violation  of  the 
merit  system,  I  was  obliged  to  state  the  facts ;  and  I  think,  there- 
fore, it  is  a  matter  of  especial  congratulation  that  we  see  how  great 
is  our  present  point  of  advance.  General  Morgan  was  ardently  en- 
listed in  this  civil  service  reform  as  opportunities  opened  to  him,  and 
he  remained  firmly  convinced  of  its  importance.  Him  we  can  thank 
for  the  great  influence  for  good  he  exerted  upon  the  Indian  service. 
He  gave  a  tremendous  impulse  to  the  cause  of  Indian  education. 
He  prepared  the  way  for  Dr.  Hailmann's  work,  which  has  been  in 
the  same  direction.  Who  could  but  admire  that  humane  philosophy 
which  ran  through  Dr.  Hailmann's  address,  to  which  we  have  just 
listened,  so  tender  and  so  true, —  the  philosophy  which  consists  not 
simply  in  theorizing,  but  which  is  being  carried  out  in  actual  fact, 
making  of  the  boarding-school  matron  not  an  ordinary  routine  offi- 
cer, but  a  tender  and  open-hearted  mother  to  the  children  under  her 
care  ?  I  choose  that  only  as  an  illustration.  You  could  see  how 
that  humane  spirit  which  characterizes  him  is  running  through  the 
Indian  school  service,  and  is  blessing  it. 

Then  look  at  the  Indian  Commissioner's  work.  I  am  in  a  posi- 
tion to  know  something  of  it.  I  have  not  failed  to  criticise  when 
criticism  was  necessary ;  but  who  could  have  heard  Mr.  Browning's 
statement,  and  not  feel  the  sincerity  of  his  interest  in  the  Indian 
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work  ?  Who  could  fail  to  see  that  in  depicting  difficulties  facing 
us,  which  we  all  acknowledge  and  regret,  as  the  question  of  leases, 
of  liquor,  of  citizenship,  of  taxes  which  the  Indians  should  pay,  by 
some  means,  for  the  privileges  of  courts  and  other  elements  of  civil- 
ization,—  who,  I  ask,  could  fail  to  see  that  Commissioner  Browning 
was  looking  in  the  statesman's  spirit,  which  proposes  remedies  fitted 
to  bring  relief,  at  the  work  before  him  ?  It  is  a  great  gain  when  we 
have  an  Indian  administration,  an  Indian  bureau,  which  is  coming 
into  actual  contact  and  sympathy  with  the  people  of  whom  we  are 
the  representatives.  Do  you  not  appreciate  what  an  advance  there 
is  in  this  ?  And,  after  listening  to  Dr.  Abbott's  lucid  description  of 
the  slow  way  in  which  any  true  advance  is  made  in  the  progress  of 
law,  do  you  not  feel  rather  encouraged  than  discouraged  by  the 
slowness  of  the  advance  ?     It  is  slow,  but  there  is  always  advance. 

Let  us  take  the  darkest  spot  which  seems  to  face  us, —  the  ap- 
parent failure  among  the  Omahas.  That  has  taught  us  a  lesson. 
We  have  seen  that  it  is  possible  to  make  the  step  out  of  barba- 
rism into  the  new  life  too  quickly,  that  there  has  been  a  serious  loss 
among  the  Omahas ;  and  I  think,  if  you  look  at  the  Omaha  question 
by  the  experience  we  have  acquired,  you  will  be  ready  to  say  that 
the  failure  consists  in  our  failure  to  build  up  moral  and  Christian 
character^  among  these  Indians  by  which  to  meet  the  great  strain 
which  has  proved  so  fatal.  I  do  not  see  any  difficulty  for  which 
there  is  not  a  possible  remedy.  I  see  the  best  ground  for  a  feeling 
of  encouragement  on  our  part.  Not  only  does  Mr.  Browning  show 
that  he  looks  on  this  question  not  as  a  partisan,  but  as  an  American 
citizen,  but  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  also,  whose  acts  I  have  had 
an  opportunity  to  follow,  has  steadily  adhered  to  the  merit  idea.  This 
characterizes  his  policy.  During  the  past  year  there  have  been 
changes  in  the  position  of  agent  at  four  of  the  agencies.  Two 
military  agents  were  removed,  one  because  he  desired  it,  the  other 
because  satisfactory  work  had  not  been  done.  In  these  cases  the 
changes  that  have  been  made  have  been  made  in  accordance  with 
the  merit  system  of  appointment.  In  two  instances,  sub-agents  were 
advanced  to  the  superior  position  of  agent ;  and  in  two  cases  former 
agents  —  as  I  understand  it,  one  a  Republican,  the  other  a  Demo- 
crat —  were  appointed.  I  ask  if  those  facts  do  not  show  a  solid 
ground  gained. 

It  is  true  that  we  have  to  face  a  merciless  greed  on  the  part  of 
men,  even  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, —  men  who  will  con- 
sent to  become  the  agents  of  scamps  who  would  rob  the  Indians. 
We  have  to  face  the  iniquitous  greed  of  men  who  would  destroy  the 
Indians  by  whiskey,  which  the  Delaware  Indians  so  significantly 
called  the  "devil's  blood."  How  are  we  to  accomplish  our  purpose.^ 
Not  by  taking  one  means  of  civilization  alone,  but  by  taking  them 
all, — taking  the  work  which  Captain  Pratt  is  doing,  that  which  the 
missionaries  are  doing  so  nobly  in  the  field,  taking  the  work  of 
these  faithful  women  who  have  labored  to  create  an  Industries 
League  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  Indian  for  remunerative  occupa- 
tion, and  particularly  to  care  for  and  guide  the  young  Indian  men 
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and  women  brought  back  into  the  field  after  their  school  work  is 
over,  and  so  on  through  the  whole  chapter.  Take  all  these  lines 
of  work,  and  never  lose  courage,  never  fail  to  believe  that  Christ  is 
the  great  power  in  the  world,  that  he  is  using  them  all  for  his  pur- 
pose. It  means  the  inspiration  of  all  our  civilization  with  the  Chris- 
tian idea,  the  pouring  of  the  water  of  life  through  all  agencies  open 
to  us,  physical,  intellectual,  and  spiritual.  This  is  what  we  have 
to  remember  to  do.  As  there  may  be  dark  spots  appear,  which 
dim  the  brightness  of  our  hope,  we  should  not  allow  them  to  dis- 
courage us.  They  should  only  fire  us  with  new  zeal  and  hope. 
Past  failures  should  only  make  us  more  wise  to  meet  the  diffi- 
culties of  the  future.  For,  after  all,  there  remains  to  us  the 
grand  work  of  going  out  to  seek  these  sheep  who  have  wandered 
wide  and  far  upon  the  mountain,  in  the  spirit  of  the  Master 
seeking  to  find  them  and  bring  them  back  into  the  fold.  I  think 
that  the  different  principles  that  have  been  presented  can  be  har- 
monized. Some  have  told  us  that  the  reservations  must  be 
abolished,  that  they  are  bad.  That  is  true.  But  we  cannot 
press  that  with  undue  haste.  Let  us  abolish  them  by  education, 
by  selling  the  land  unnecessary  for  the  Indians'  use.  Let  us 
press  forward  that  great  idea ;  but  let  us  guard  and  help  the  Indian 
at  every  step,  just  as  we  should,  as  parents,  guard  our  growing  chil- 
dren from  the  temptations  of  the  world,  until  they  are  strong  enough 
to  stand  against  them  by  their  own  power  and  by  the  dignity  and 
weight  of  their  own  character. 

I  beg  you  to  feel  no  sense  of  discouragement.  This  question  is 
intended  to  bring  out  the  truest  part  of  our  nature,  to  lift  us  to  a 
higher  plane  of  self-sacrifice,  a  nobler  intellectual  atmosphere.  Re- 
member that  the  civilized  Indian  must  be  composed  of  a  redeemed 
body,  a  redeemed  spirit,  and  a  redeemed  intellect.  We  ought  to 
appeal  to  him  in  all  these  ways,  and  by  every  holy,  true,  and  wise 
agency,  not  disputing  too  much  among  ourselves  as  to  which  method 
is  best.  Let  us  recognize  Christ  as  the  great  head  and  power  of  all, 
Christ  the  inspiring  spirit ;  and,  as  we  lose  sight  of  ourselves,  going 
into  the  wilderness,  pray,  as  he  did,  for  the  rescue  of  these  brown 
brothers  who  have  wandered  into  it,  and  are  lost. 

Miss  Angel  Dacora  was  introduced  as  an  art  student  from  Smith 
College.  Her  remarks  were  mainly  confined  to  answering  questions. 
The  following  is  the  substance  of  what  she  said :  — 

Miss  Dacora. —  I  feel  very  grateful  for  the  kind  resolutions  that 
you  have  passed  here  with  reference  to  my  people.  I  have  been 
asked  where  I  secured  my  education.  I  went  first  to  the  reservation 
school,  but  I  must  confess  that  I  spent  a  good  deal  of  my  time  there 
running  away.  If  they  had  taught  me  drawing,  I  do  not  think  I 
should  have  run  away.  Afterwards  I  went  to  Hampton,  where  I 
was  very  contented.  For  three  years  I  have  been  studying  art  at 
Smith  College.  When  I  get  through,  I  mean  to  teach  wherever  I  can 
get  a  position,  either  East  or  West,  among  Indians  or  whites.     My 
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course  at  Smith  College  has  been  drawing  from  the  antique  casts, 
still-life  studies,  oil  and  portrait  painting.  I  prefer  landscape  paint- 
ing.    I  have  found  pleasant  associates  and  kindness  in  college. 

Mr.  Edward  Marsden,  of  Alaska,  was  invited  to  speak. 

Mr.  Marsden  prefaced  his  remarks  with  a  sketch  of  Mr.  Duncan's 
work  in  Metlakahtla.  As  the  story  has  been  previously  told  in  the 
Mohonk  Conference,  it  is  omitted  here.     Mr.  Marsden  continued :  — 

In  1887  we  left  the  region  of  country  formerly  occupied  by  us,  and 
came  into  Alaska  for  the  sake  of  freedom  and  an  opportunity  to 
worship  God  according  to  the  dictates  of  conscience.  Since  coming 
into  Alaska,  we  have  been  recognized  as  citizens  of  the  republic. 
The  first  thing  that  we  did  was  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 
United  States  government.  The  7th  of  August  is  our  Fourth  of 
July.  Mr.  Duncan,  who  was  in  the  United  States,  notified  us  of 
his  coming.  I  was  then  a  steamboat  engineer,  and  took  charge 
of  the  steamer  that  carried  us  back  and  forth  to  our  new  home.  On 
the  7  th  of  August  a  ship  came  from  the  south,  bringing  Mr.  Duncan 
and  many  American  passengers.  He  told  us  to  put  up  a  flag-staflF. 
We  did,  and  gathered  around  it.  In  a  few  words  he  told  us  of  his 
work  in  the  United  States  and  of  your  sympathy.  He  was  followed 
by  Mr.  Dawson,  the  Commissioner  of  Education.  He  was  patriotic 
in  his  speech ;  and  I  can  remember  how  our  people  cheered,  and, 
though  it  was  in  Alaska,  the  thermometer  of  the  race  went  up  to  two 
or  three  hundred  degrees.  A  new  spirit  was  put  into  our  people. 
Then  the  stars  and  stripes  were  unfolded,  and  were  slowly  drawn  to 
the  top  of  the  mast.  The  flag  was  given  us  by  friends  in  Philadel- 
phia. It  was  one  that  had  been  used  in  the  Independence  Hall  of 
that  city.  While  it  was  going  up,  Mr.  Duncan  said :  "  Stars  and 
stripes, —  stars  for  the  friends,  stripes  for  the  enemies.  Wherever  this 
flag  floats,  the  powerful  arm  of  the  American  government  can  reach 
those  under  that  flag."  Then  we  all  joined  in  three  tremendous 
cheers  to  the  flag.  Thus  our  exodus  was  made  in  1887.  The  great 
principles  that  we  contended  for  were  like  those  of  the  Pilgrim 
Fathers  who  left  their  homes  in  England  and  came  to  this  side  of  the 
ocean  for  the  sake  of  liberty  and  freedom  to  worship  God  according 
to  the  dictates  of  their  consciences. 

So  we  left  our  old  homes,  our  church,  our  hall,  our  industrial 
establishments,  and  began  life  in  a  new  place ;  but  the  things  that 
we  gathered  together  were  not  enough  to  protect  us.  A  number  of 
us  had  to  live  in  tents  in  an  Alaska  winter.  We  had  to  endure  a 
great  deal  of  hardship.  But,  in  spite  of  all  these  things,  we  have  been 
very  proud  to  be  American  citizens.  When,  in  May,  1894,  I  stood 
in  Marietta,  Ohio,  and  took  my  final  oath  of  allegiance  to  support 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  stand  by  the  laws  of  the 
country,  and,  if  necessary,  to  protect  the  Constitution  under  the  flag, 
I  was  proud  to  be  an  American. 

This,  then,  is  the  way  my  people  came  to  be  in  the  United  States 
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of  America.  I  have  been  requested,  since  I  belong  to  the  full- 
blooded  sons  of  America,  to  give  to  you  what  I  consider  the  things 
that  would  help  to  solve  the  Indian  problem. 

1.  The  Indians  are  not  one  people.  They  are  really  fifty  or  sixty 
different  tribes.  What  you  do  for  one  tribe  may  not  work  in 
another.  How  do  you  solve  the  heathen  problem  ?  One  must  be  a 
Christian  himself  before  he  can  go  to  make  Christians.  Take  this 
in  the  industrial  world.  If  you  wish  to  teach  any  one  about  a  steam- 
boat engine,  you  yourself  must  be  an  engineer  before  your  teaching 
can  be  trustworthy.  If  I  want  to  convert  others,  I  must  first  myself 
be  a  Christian.  Too  many  incompetent  workers  have  sometimes 
disgraced  Christian  work. 

2.  The  only  way  by  which  you  can  reach  those  who  are  below  you 
is  to  take  hold  of  them,  and  pull  them  up.  The  majority  of  the 
heathen  are  way  down.  You  cannot  reach  them  unless  you  go  down 
where  they  are.  Take  hold  of  them  there,  but  do  not  yourself  lose 
the  Christian  principles  that  you  have  received.  Take  hold  of  the 
principles  with  one  hand,  and  hold  the  heathen  up  with  the  other. 
Compel  them  to  come  in,  the  Bible  says. 

3.  Preach  the  gospel  in  its  purity  and  simplicity.  We  do  not  want 
theological  discussions.  They  are  far  from  us,  though  they  may  be 
right  enough  when  we  get  to  your  level. 

4.  Do  works  of  charity ;  but,  let  me  warn  you,  be  careful.  The 
same  loaf  of  bread  that  might  help  one  person  might  pauperize 
another.  Be  careful,  exercise  thought,  put  on  your  thinking-cap  when 
you  take  an  old  coat  or  a  sack  of  potatoes  and  go  out  to  do  a  work 
of  charity.  The  same  thing  that  might  help  one  might  degrade 
another.  The  works  of  charity  are  a  great  thing,  but  they  must  be 
done  carefully. 

5.  Education.  Let  me  distinguish  here  between  education  and 
Christianity.  Christianize  the  adult  heathen  first,  and  then  after- 
ward educate  them.  With  the  children  do  the  reverse :  educate 
them  first,  and  then  Christianize  them.  But  here,  again,  let  me  warn 
you  to  think.  Education  is  a  great  thing,  if  done  in  a  right  spirit,  in 
the  right  way,  and  by  the  right  means ;  but  without  these  it  may 
make  people  go  back  to  the  old  blanket. 

6.  Give  them  industries,  the  kind  that  will  lift  them  up.  I  am 
proud  of  being  a  steamboat  engineer,  and  that  I  can  also  turn  my 
hand  to  many  difficult  things  ;  for  I  have  some  knowledge  of  eighteen 
different  trades.     Give  my  people,  then,  industries. 

7.  Give  them  pure,  social  enjoyment. 

8.  Give  them  law.  It  is  a  small  word ;  but  under  God  it  governs 
the  universe,  and  under  the  government  it  governs  the  nation.  The 
government  of  the  United  States  is  for  the  people,  of  the  people,  and 
by  the  people.  But  the  people  is  made  up  of  individuals.  Each  one 
must  learn  to  be  self-governed.  Let  the  teachers  teach  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
must  be  obeyed.  But,  when  I  have  the  law  in  myself,  I  am  much 
better  protected  than  when  Congress  passes  special  laws  to  protect 
me.     Make  them,  then,  self-governing.      The   simple   knowledge  of 
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the  laws  of  the  United  States  would  help  a  great  deal  in  keeping  our 
Indians  orderly  and  industrious. 

President  Gates. —  We  have  no  men  truer  to  the  Constitution  than 
are  some  of  our  full-blooded  American  citizens. 

Dr.  Eastman  was  asked  to  speak  of  his  special  work. 

Dr.  Eastman. — A  little  over  a  year  ago,  I  was  in  my  office,  busy 
with  professional  work,  when  somebody  knocked.  I  opened  the 
door,  and  a  gentleman  entered,  a  representative  of  the  International 
Committee  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  He  said  that 
he  had  come  for  my  advice  in  a  special  work  for  the  Indians  that  was 
going  to  be  undertaken  by  the  International  Committee.  When  he 
had  told  his  plan,  I  said :  "By  all  means  do  it,  do  it.  I  know  some- 
thing of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  among  white  young 
men,  and  I  know  it  is  work  that  will  be  helpful  to  the  young  men  of 
my  own  race."  Before  he  went  away  he  asked  me  if  /would  under- 
take this  work.  I  reminded  him  that  I  had  a  profession,  a  wife  and 
family,  and  that  it  did  not  seem  best  for  me  to  undertake  it,  and 
that  I  could  not  do  it  anyway  unless  my  wife  would  consent  He  went 
away ;  but,  after  three  months'  thinking  and  studying,  it  seemed  best 
to  undertake  it,  for  I  believed  it  was  peculiarly  adapted  to  our  young 
men.  I  felt  that  we  could  reach  one  young  man  through  another, 
and  so  finally  arouse  a  strong  sympathy  among  the  Indians  with  one 
another, —  a  healthy  kind  of  sympathy.  We  could  also  awaken  the 
old  idea  that  no  man  can  be  a  man  without  sound  muscle,  that  no 
warrior  can  be  a  warrior,  no  hunter  can  be  properly  a  hunter,  without 
good,  sound  muscle.  That  was  the  idea  of  the  old  days.  We  can 
revive  that.  It  has  all  gone  from  us.  I  have  not  found  such  a  man 
in  all  my  travels.  Their  muscles  are  flabby.  Their  nervous  system  is 
in  such  a  state  that  they  cannot  do  any  sort  of  physical  work,  nor 
can  they  do  mental  work.  Their  excessive  use  of  tobacco  and  their 
drinking  and  carousing,  their  nights  of  sleeplessness, — these  have  con- 
spired to  wreck  their  bodies. 

Now  here  is  an  association  in  which  a  young  man  can  be  brought 
to  realize  that  he  should  respect  his  own  body.  He  must  realize  that 
every  muscle  in  his  body  is  his,  and  he  can  use  it  to  great  advantage 
if  he  knows  something  about  it,  and  that,  if  he  injures  one  of  these 
muscles,  he  is  going  to  suffer,  and  feel  the  result  sooner  or  later. 
Body,  mind,  and  soul  are  closely  related ;  and  here  is  an  avenue  by 
which  we  can  touch  his  heart. 

The  Indian  is  godly,  superstitious  if  you  please  to  call  it.  He  be- 
lieves in  his  muscle.  He  believes  God  gave  him  that  above  all 
things.  He  does  not  think  much  about  the  quality  of  his  brain ;  but 
in  the  old  days  a  good  stomach  and  a  strong  heart  were  thought 
necessary,  and  there  is  a  good  deal  of  truth  in  that  nowadays,  too. 

I  have  been  moving  about  among  the  young  men  of  the  Sioux  in 
several  places  in  Canada  and  the  Indian  Territory,  and  have  talked 
with  the  young  men  where  I  could  get  them  together.  There  have 
been  some  associations  among  the  Sioux,  among  the  Presbyterians 
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and  Congregationalists ;  but  they  have  been  closely  connected  with 
their  denominations,  and  they  have  been  local  in  character.  There 
have,been  plenty  of  St.  Andrew  Societies  among  the  Episcopalians, 
but  they  are  attached  to  that  particular  church.  These  different 
young  men's  societies  do  not  sympathize  with  one  another. 

My  method  is  to  meet  the  young  men,  and  call  their  attention  to 
Bible  study,  and  try  to  arouse  their  sympathy  for  one  another.  I  also 
talk  simply  of  their  bodies, —  how  to  keep  them  clean,  pure,  and  to 
take  care  of  them  so  as  to  make  the  most  of  them,  warning  them  of 
all  the  evils  that  they  blindly  go  into,  which  destroy  their  bodies  as 
well  as  mind  and  soul.  I  tell  them  that  they  must  each  one  not  only 
be  a  member  of  this  association,  but  each  is  responsible  for  the  con- 
duct of  his  brother.  I  teach  them  that  it  is  their  duty  to  get  young 
men  to  join  the  society,  and  increase  their  number  and  work. 

Last  winter  I  arranged  my  dates  far  ahead,  sometimes  two  months ; 
and  on  one  occasion  I  found  that,  to  keep  my  appointment  in  Feb- 
ruary, I  had  to  ride  twenty-seven  miles.  It  was  severe  weather  at 
that  time,  and  it  seemed  almost  impossible  for  me.  There  were 
dark  clouds,  and  the  snow  was  falling,  and  it  looked  like  a  blizzard. 
But  I  trusted  in  the  fact  that  I  was  engaged  in  good  work,  and 
started.  I  took  a  young  man  with  me,  who  was  supposed  to  know 
the  roads.  It  was  very  cold.  The  snow  was  drifting,  and  we  had 
a  hard  struggle  to  reach  our  destination.  We  came  an  hour  behind 
time  to  the  little  log  house ;  but  there  I  found  thirty-five  young  men 
waiting  for  me,  and  singing  to  try  to  keep  up  their  spirits.  They 
knew  that  I  was  not  going  to  disappoint  them.  Some  of  my  best 
preaching  has  been  about  going  to  bed  early,  but  it  was  rather  late 
that  night  before  we  parted.  I  told  them  that  they  had  been  faithful, 
and  I  was  strengthened  by  their  faith,  and  I  enjoyed  that  meeting. 
When  we  came  out  of  the  log  house,  the  blizzard  was  worse ;  and 
many  of  these  young  men  had  to  go  from  one  to  four  miles  to  get 
home.     This  shows  that  they  are  interested  in  this  kind  of  work. 

We  have  now  somewhere  about  forty-two  associations,  and  many  of 
these  are  in  active  work.  My  purpose  is  to  keep  each  young  man 
strong  in  his  own  church,  whatever  that  church  may  be ;  but  in  our 
association  he  must  not  recognize  any  denomination.  He  must  not 
think  of  one  brother  as  Baptist,  another  as  Methodist,  but  all  must 
be  simply  brothers. 

I  might  refer  here  to  an  address  that  was  made  to  the  Indians  by 
one  of  their  number,  who  said  that  in  the  old  times,  when  the  snow 
was  three  or  four  feet  deep,  they  used  to  travel  on  foot  for  miles  to 
kill  somebody,  maybe  a  poor  woman,  maybe  an  innocent  child. 
They  endured  the  severest  cold,  rains,  everything.  "  Now,"  he  asked, 
"  why  should  we  not  go  twenty-five  miles  to  kill  one  of  the  devil's . 
attributes  if  we  can  ? "  That  shows  something  of  the  ideas  which 
the  people  have.  All  the  evidences  are  in  favor  of  these  associa- 
tions. The  Indians  themselves  see  that  they  are  not  only  for  the 
welfare  of  their  bodies,  but  that  they  lead  to  higher  things.  So  we 
find  the  work  growing.  It  may  be  made  an  effective,  practical  influ- 
ence in  civilizing  the  Indian ;  but  it  must  be  carried  on  carefully. 
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We  must  make  it  just  as  simple,  practical,  and  pure  as  possible. 
The  Indians  must  learn  that  they  can  be  Christian  in  play  as  well  as 
Christian  in  church  on  Sunday. 

The  International  Committee  forced  me  into  this  work,  and  they 
have  told  me  that  I  must  come  East  and  help  in  raising  the  money 
for  it.  If  I  fail  to  raise  the  necessary  means,  the  work  has  to  be 
dropped. 

Dr.  Carlos  Montezuma  was  introduced  by  the  President  as  having 
been  found  on  a  battlefield  when  a  baby,  and  bought  for  a  pony  by 
a  photographer.  He  was  educated  in  Chicago  and  the  East,  and  is 
now  resident  physician  at  the  Carlisle  School. 

Dr.  Montezuma. —  It  is  my  belief  that  you  may  pour  out  many 
millions  of  dollars  on  the  reservation,  at  the  expense  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  still  not  be  able  to  civilize  the  Indian.  You  may  build 
day-schools  on  the  reservations,  and  keep  the  Indian  from  outside 
enlightenment ;  but  you  will  never  have  him  civilized  like  yourself. 
Nor  can  you  give  him  a  patch  of  land,  a  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
more  or  less,  and  separate  him  from  the  law  within  the  State,  and 
within  the  United  States,  and  civilize  him.  I  never  was  aided  by  the 
government  one  cent.  I  never  was  in  a  government  school.  Since 
I  was  ten  years  old,  I  have  had  to  make  my  own  way.  Captain  Pratt 
has  not  loaded  me  to  come  here  and  fire  at  you.  He  knows  that 
I  stand  independent.  If  you  want  to  civilize  Indians,  I  believe  the 
fundamental  idea  is  to  have  them  with  you,  side  by  side.  Do  not 
say  that  it  will  take  years  and  years  to  bring  them  up  beside  you  ;  for 
Dr.  Harris  has  told  you  that  you  have  made  a  bridge  which  they  can 
cross,  and  stand  side  by  side  with  your  own  sons  and  daughters. 
You  give  a  savage,  ignorant,  uncivilized  Indian  a  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land,  and  protect  him  for  twenty-five  years  !  You  had 
better  protect  the  white  man  instead  of  the  Indian,  or  at  the  end  of 
that  time  the  Indian  will  be  minus  the  land.  Land  was  allotted  in 
Wisconsin  years  ago ;  but  you  find  the  Indian  houses  occupied  now 
by  the  white  man,  and  the  Indian  is  in  the  woods.  It  is  absurd  to 
give  him  a  patch  of  land  and  hide  him,  and  expect  him  to  carry  on 
that  land  like  yourself.  You  must  place  my  daughters  and  sons 
with  your  sons  and  daughters.  As  long  as  you  hide  them,  they  can 
never  be  civilized  like  you. 

It  is  natural  that  whiskey  should  come  into  the  reservation. 
You  cannot  help  that.  You  cannot  help  it  in  your  own  States. 
What  can  you  do,  then,  on  a  reservation.^  When  I  am  on  a 
reservation  gathering  children,  the  employees  tell  me  that  they  do 
not  expect  to  make  Indian  children  into  doctors  or  lawyers.  I  tell 
them  that  the  object  of  Carlisle  is  not  to  make  doctors  or  lawyers, 
but  to  prepare  them  for  any  future.  The  only  way  of  salvation  for 
the  Indians  at  the  present  time  is  to  come  in  vital  contact  with  white 
Christian  civilized  people. 

Rev.  Thomas  Riggs  was  introduced. 
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Mr.  RiGGS. — I  have  lived  all  my  life  among  the  Indians,  and  I 
believe  that  we  can  grow  men  among  the  Indians  as  well  as  any- 
where else.  I  believe  it,  because  they  have  grown  up  there  through 
the  influence  of  the  gospel.  It  seems  to  me  there  is  no  reason  for 
discouragement  in  any  Indian  work.  I  have  always  felt  that  it  was 
a  grand  good  thing  to  be  an  optimist,  and  I  believe  that  the  pessimist 
has  no  business  in  Indian  work  or  anywhere  else.  Within  the  last 
twenty-five  years  we  have  made  a  wonderful  advance.  When  I 
went  out  there  twenty-three  years  ago,  one  of  my  Indian  friends  said 
to  me,  "  When  your  hair  gets  longer,  we  will  carry  it  off  to  the  Black 
Hills,  and  dance  round  it  all  over  the  country.*'  I  had  many  such 
friends  at  that  time,  and  they  all  wore  the  blanket  and  painted. 
To-day  you  will  find  a  wonderful  change.  Take  my  word  for  it  or  go 
yourself.     What  business,  then,  have  we  to  be  discouraged  ? 

It  has  always  seemed  to  me  that  there  were  two  things  to  look  to 
carefully  in  this  matter.  One  is  the  building  of  character,  bringing 
out  the  individual.  Build  into  the  man  fAe  man.  The  other  thing 
is  to  back  him  up  with  a  friendly,  sympathetic  backing.  In  the 
experiments  that  have  been  made  in  the  matter  of  allotted  land  in 
severalty,  one  of  our  failures  has  been  along  this  line.  We  have  not 
backed  the  Indian  up  sympathetically. 

A  little  more  than  twenty  years  ago  there  was  an  attempt  of  this 
kind  made  with  the  Santee  Sioux.  They  received  land,  and  went 
off  to  live  independently.  They  occupied  those  lands ;  and,  would 
you  believe  it,  they  did  not  have  one  encouraging  voice, — not  one.  I 
almost  question  whether  our  missionaries  encouraged  them.  I  was  a 
mere  **kid"  then,  not  able  to  give  much  encouragement  to  those 
Sioux.  It  was  seriously  proposed  that  they  should  be  brought  back 
by  force.  But  the  government  commenced  to  help  and  to  overdo  the 
help.  A  few  years  later,  twelve  years  ago,  there  was  an  effort  made 
on  the  part  of  the  Missouri  River  Indians  to  take  land  in  severalty 
and  become  homesteaders ;  and  I  took  two  men  to  have  them  natural- 
ized, and  they  took  out  naturalization  papers.  That  seemed  to  be 
the  only  way.  They  must  come  in  as  if  they  had  come  through  the 
custom  house  at  New  York.  The  movement  went  on,  and  quite  a 
number  of  families  took  homesteads ;  and,  would  you  believe  it 
again,  not  one  word  of  encouragement  was  given  to  them,  not  one 
particle  of  sympathetic  support  was  given  by  our  government  officials. 
The  department  did  everything  possible,  but  no  one  on  the  ground 
representing  the  government  took  any  sympathetic  interest  in  the 
matter. 

Only  a  few  years  ago  a  number  of  families  were  settled  on  Bad 
River  on  ceded  lands,  by  the  action  of  the  department,  a  special 
officer  being  sent  out  to  locate  them  one  hundred  miles  from  the 
agency.  They  made  a  petition  that  they  might  have  a  sub-agent. 
A  sub-agency  was  finally  established ;  and,  when  he  went  out  there,  he 
asked  whether  they  did  not  want  to  have  a  money  annuity  given 
instead  of  rations,  and  they  pow-wowed  over  it.  Finally,  they 
were  told  that  it  would  be  better  for  them  to  leave  their  allotments, 
that  the  best  thing  they  could  do  would  be  to  go  back  on  to  the 
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reservation.  That  was  said  to  these  men  who  had  made  a  step  up. 
They  were  told  that,  if  they  would  go  back  on  to  the  reservation,  they 
would  have  wagons,  horses,  and  everything  necessary  given  to  them. 
This  sort  of  business  has  been  going  on.  We  have  not  given  them  a 
sympathetic  backing  when  they  have  tried  to  make  a  step  forward. 
They  have  a  hard  time  in  becoming  citizens.  The  communities  have 
been  loath  to  accept  them.  I  have  gone  to  the  police  authorities 
with  Indian  voters  again  and  again,  and  sworn  in  those  voters.  I 
am  glad  to  say  that  persistency  has  triumphed.  In  one  township 
there  is  no  question  but  the  Indian  can  go  to  vote  if  he  is  properly 
registered.  A  small  proportion  vote  so  far.  I  regard  the  success 
as  very  good  under  the  conditions. 

Question. —  Is  the  sentiment  against  the  Indians  in  your  com- 
munity ?^ 

Dr.  RiGGS. —  Not  as  a  rule.  They  want  to  make  as  much  out  of 
them  as  they  can,  as  they  do  out  of  everybody  else. 

Question. —  Are  they  building  more  houses  ? 

Dr.  RiGGS. —  Not  in  our  locality. 

Question. —  Have  you  had  to  shut  children  out  of  your  schools  for 
lack  of  appropriations  ? 

Dr.  RiGGS. —  Yes.  We  have  had  to  cut  down  about  one-half  for 
lack  of  support. 

Mr.  LvoN. —  I  once  went  into  a  bank  out  West,  and  saw  a  number 
of  Indians  there  in  the  bank.  I  asked  the  officers  if  they  loaned  money 
to  these  Indians,  and  gave  them  credit.  "  Oh,  yes,"  they  replied,  "we 
lend  as  quick  to  them  as  we  would  to -white  men,  perhaps  a  little 
quicker.  They  always  pay."  I  went  into  a  store,  and  asked,  "  Do 
you  trust  these  Indians?"  "  Yes,"  was  the  reply,  "as  readily  as 
we  trust  a  white  man."  I  went  over  the  reservation  with  Dr.  Eastman. 
It  was  about  harvest  time,  and  I  was  delighted  to  see  the  stacks  of 
grain  and  the  improvements  in  the  farms.  I  think  farming  is  a  very 
good  thing.  Indians  from  twenty-five  to  fifty  years  of  age  do  not  like 
to  go  to  school,  but  they  should  be  entitled  to  instruction  in  industry. 
Now,  does  Dr.  Riggs  think  that  the  Indians  would  be  more  willing  to 
take  land  in  severalty  if  they  had  somebody  to  teach  them  ? 

Dr.  RiGGS. —  Yes. 

Mr.  LvoN. —  It  is  my  impression  that  we  ought  to  have  more 
farmers  and  fifty  times  as  many  field  matrons.  I  have  never  heard 
of  any  civilization  that  maintained  an  Indian  that  did  not  have  an 
imdustrial  and  agricultural  foundation  to  rest  upon.  It  is  almost 
impossible  to  find  degradation  where  the  hammer  and  the  plough  are 
constantly  used. 

Mr.  Davis. —  Have  the  Flandreau  Indians  received  their  titles  for 
their  lands  ? 

Dr.  Riggs. — I  think  they  have.  It  took  some  time,  for  you  know 
the  mills  of  the  gods  grind  slowly. 

Gen.  O.  O.  Howard  was  asked  to  speak  about  the  Bannocks. 

Gen.  O.  O.  Howard. —  I  have  visited  the  reservation  of   those 
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Bannock  Indians  two  or  three  times.  They  had  some  difficulty  on 
their  reservation ;  and  they  broke  away  from  it,  and  killed  many  peo- 
ple. They  stirred  up  the  Piutes,  and  carried  on  war  including  them 
for  almost  a  year.  I  rode  after  them  that  summer  about  two  thou- 
sand miles,  and  carried  on  the  war  until  it  ended.  They  were  at 
last  conquered,  and  placed  upon  the  Yakima  Reservation.  Most  of 
the  Bannocks  who  took  the  field  were  destroyed.  Some  few  got  back 
to  their  old  reservation,  and  have  been  there  since.  As  a  rule,  they, 
the  remnant,  are  peaceable  and  well  disposed,  but  not  far  advanced 
in  civilization.  We  must  take  under  consideration  what  is  presented 
here  in  this  case;  that  is,  the  antagonism  between  the  United  States 
treaties  and  the  local  authorities  of  Wyoming.  It  is  a  thing  that 
may  come  up  again  and  again.  If  the  agent  in  command  had  been 
requested  to  send  an  escort  into  the  country  while  they  went  on 
their  hunting  expedition,  there  would  have  been  no  trouble,  Because 
those  people  would  not  antagonize  the  United  States  so  directly ;  but 
they  would  do  it  indirectly,  by  bothering  the  Indians.  We  have 
been  told  that  the  disposition  of  the  white  men  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Indians  is  bad,  wicked.  That  is  not  quite  fair.  There  is  hostile 
sentiment,  and  there  are  men  who  are  ready  to  get  anything  they  can 
either  from  the  white  men  or  from  Indians.  When  I  was  going 
through  New  Mexico,  I  found  people  very  hostile  to  the  Apaches. 
General  Grant  wanted  to  have  peace  made,  and  I  was  sent  for  the 
sake  of  securing  peace.  It  was  my  second  attempt  with  Cochise's 
band.  I  got  hold  of  the  only  white  man,  before  that  visit,  spared  by 
that  tribe.  I  found  that  the  existing  sentiment  was  a  disposition  to 
kill  the  Indians  that  I  had  with  me.  But,  I  met  the  people,  talked 
with  them,  and  reasoned  with  them  about  it.  I  said,  **  Give  us  an  op- 
portunity to  try  the  *  peace  policy.' "  They  still  denounced  it.  I 
said  :  "  It  is  the  work  of  the  President  of  the  United  States.  I  come 
with  full  authority.  Give  us  a  chance  to  try  it."  When  I  went  away, 
they  treated  me  better  than  when  I  came  ;  and  they  did  not  hurt  my 
two  Indians.  Later  I  recall  a  single  incident.  I  came  across  a 
party  of  prospectors,  some  of  whose  friends  had  been  killed  by  the 
Indians.  One  of  them  swore  he  would  kill  my  Indians.  I  stepped 
between  them,  and  said,  **  All  right :  shoot  me  first " ;  and  he  turned 
away  with  a  hot  oath,  and  we  went  on.  Those  two  Indians  were  so 
bound  to  me,  and  had  so  much  afi"ection  for  me  before  we  got  to  the 
reservation,  that  they  were  a  protection  to  me  when  I  needed  it. 

In  1875  ^  ^^^t  to  Alaska,  and  visited  seven  tribes  of  Indians  after 
I  passed  our  own  border.  I  think  in  every  single  tribe  the  Indians 
entreated  me  for  teachers.  Western  Christians  combined  with  East- 
ern to  send  them.  How  came  they  to  know  about  teachers  ?  They 
knew  the  work  at  Metlakahtla.  Mr.  Duncan  began  his  work  by  the 
conversion  of  a  few  men.  They  were  thieving,  drunken,  wicked ; 
but  they  were  all  converted  and  all  civilized.  We  visited  the  Indians 
at  Fort  Simpson,  near  Metlakahtla.  One  woman  from  Fort  Simp- 
son was  converted,  having  fallen  into  good  hands  in  Victoria.  When 
she  went  back,  she  could  not  rest  until  they  had  sent  a  missionary 
there,  a  Mr.  Crosby.    Nearly  all  the  Indians  were  led  out  of  darkness 
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into  light  When  I  came  here  yesterday,  I  spoke  with  a  young  man 
who  shook  me  by  the  hand.  "  Who  are  you  ? "  1  asked.  He  re- 
plied :  "I  am  an  Alaska  Indian.  I  have  heard  you  speak  there."  It 
struck  me  with  astonishment.  W^as  it  possible  that  an  Alaska  Indian 
such  as  I  saw  could  talk  to  me  in  my  own  tongue  ?  It  delighted  me. 
It  shows  that  work  is  going  on  in  the  right  direction.  What  we 
need  is  to  change  the  purposes  of  a  man,  to  change  them  radically. 
What  has  been  said  with  reference  to  young  people  and  old  people 
is  true.  Bishop  Whipple  would  tell  you  the  same  thing.  With  the 
old  you  want  to  change  their  nature,  to  preach  the  gospel  of  peace 
in  the  simplest  way ;  but  with  the  young  you  want  to  take  the  oppo- 
site process, —  educate  them,  increase  their  intelligence,  and  bring 
them  as  we  bring  our  own  children  out  of  darkness  into  light.  We 
must  get  the  children  into  the  right  way,  and  give  them  right  pur- 
poses, whether  they  belong  to  one  race  or  another. 

The  Indians  have  intrinsically,  naturally,  many  good  qualities. 
They  keep  faith.  If  they  say  they  will  do  a  thing,  they  do  it.  That 
is  a  good  basis  on  which  to  build  religion.  There  are  three  distinct 
peoples  represented  in  this  meeting.  There  is  an  Apache  from  the 
South-west,  an  Alaskan  from  way  up  in  the  North-west,  and  here  is 
a  man  from  the  interior ;  and  they  all  show  us  the  results  of  Chris- 
tianity. These  things  may  be  multiplied  by  the  thousand.  How.^ 
Increase  their  contact  more  and  more  with  good  people.  There  are 
very  few  of  our  Christian  people  who  are  self-sacrificing  enough  to 
take  an  Indian  boy  and  make  him  an  equal  with  their  own  children, 
but  that  is  the  way  to  do.  That  young  Indian  lady  who  is  here  from 
Smith  College  is  in  the  midst  of  Christian  society  and  influence,  and 
she  is  a  woman  among  women.  That  shows  what  can  be  done.  Do 
it  more  and  more  until  we  multiply  such  children  by  the  thousand ; 
but  do  not  give  up  the  little  that  you  can  do  on  the  reservations,  for 
that  also  is  essential.  There  is  something  for  us  all  to  do, —  to  be 
more  unselfish,  to  give  more  means,  more  influence,  to  the  right  side. 
The  government  begins  to  work  hard  for  the  Indians.  Let  us  go 
farther. 

Adjourned  at  10.40. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Friday  Morning,  October  xx. 


The  Conference  was  called  to  order  after  morning  prayers,  con- 
ducted by  Rev.  Addison  P.  Foster. 

President  Gates. — We  are  to  listen  this  morning  to  a  paper  pre- 
pared by  a  man  who  for  fifteen  years  has  stood  at  the  centre  of  the 
educational  and  missionary  management  of  these  matters,  one  who 
is  greeted  with  loving  welcome  here  where  he  has  been  a  leading 
spirit  from  the  first,  Rev.  Dr.  Strieby. 


SCOTCH   HIGHLANDERS  AND  AMERICAN 
INDIANS. 

BY    REV.    M.    E.    STRIE^V. 

Macaulay  in  his  brilliant  History  of  England  has  occasion  to  draw 
a  picture  of  the  Highlanders  of  Scotland  as  they  were  before  their 
sudden  transformation  into  a  civilized  people.  The  sketch  is  drawn 
in  vivid  colors ;  and  yet  what  is  most  remarkable  is  that  every  line 
and  lineament,  the  light  colors  as  well  as  the  dark,  set  forth  an  exact 
likeness  of  our  North  American  Indians  as  they  were  in  their  native 
condition.  Macaulay  also  points  out  the  few  and  yet  effective  meas- 
ures which,  in  the  course  of  a  little  more  than  a  single  generation, 
made  a  radical  change-  in  the  Highlanders, —  a  change  that  trans- 
formed the  people  that  had  been  described  as  filthy  and  ignorant,  as 
savages,  thieves,  robbers,  and  cut-throats,  into  intelligent,  industrious, 
and  virtuous  citizens, —  a  change  so  great  that  their  rugged  moun- 
tains and  narrow  vales,  which  once  a  stranger  could  have  traversed 
only  at  the  risk  of  life,  soon  became  the  safe  and  coveted  resort  of 
artists,  poets,  and  pleasure-seekers. 

I  propose  to  trace  out  the  resemblance  between  the  Highlanders 
and  our  Indians,  with  the  hope  of  gathering  some  suggestions  bear- 
ing on  the  civilization  of  our  native  tribes.  Macaulay's  description 
of  the  Highlanders  is  too  long  to  be  quoted  here ;  and,  as  I  am  not 
willing  to  spoil  it  by  attempting  to  summarize  it,  I  will  select  the 
most  salient  features  of  the  picture,  and  give  them  in  Macaulay's 
own  words  :  — 

/{//e  Men  and  Toiling  Women, —  Macaulay  says,  "An  observer 
among  these  Highlanders  at  that  time  would  have  been  struck  by 
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the  spectacle  of  athletic  men  basking  in  the  sun,  angling  for  salmon 
or  taking  aim  at  grouse,  while  their  aged  mothers,  their  pregnant 
wives,  their  tender  daughters,  were  reaping  the  scanty  harvest  of 
oats.  Nor  did  the  women  repine  at  their  hard  lot.  In  their  view,  it 
was  quite  fit  that  a  man,  especially  if  he  assumed  an  aristocratic 
title  and  adorned  his  bonnet  with  the  eagle's  feather,  should  take  his 
ease,  except  when  he  was  fighting,  hunting,  or  marauding." 

Revenge,  Robbery,  Murder, —  These  traits  of  the  Highlanders 
Macaulay  thus  describes  :  "  A  traveller  among  them  would  have 
learned  that  a  stab  in  the  back  or  a  shot  from  behind  a  fragment  of 
rock  were  approved  modes  of  taking  satisfaction  for  insults.  He 
would  have  heard  men  relate  boastfully  how  they  or  their  fathers  had 
wreaked  on  hereditary  enemies  in  a  neighboring  valley  such  ven- 
geance as  would  have  made  old  soldiers  of  the  Thirty  Years*  War 
shudder.  He  would  have  found  that  robbery  was  held  to  be  a  call- 
ing not  merely  innocent,  but  honorable.  When  the  Highlander 
drove  before  him  the  herds  of  the  Lowland  farmers  li^  the  pass 
which  led  to  his  native  glen,  he  would  have  considered  himself  not 
as  a  thief,  but  as  a  warrior  seizing  the  lawful  prize  of  war." 

Can  we  deny  that  if,  so  far,  the  Indian  had  sat  for  the  portrait,  the 
picture  would  have  been  very  much  the  same  in  these  savage  linea- 
ments ?     But  both  the  Indian  and  the  Highlander  had  nobler  traits. 

Dignity,  Courtesy,  Eloquence, —  These  Macaulay  describes  in  re- 
gard to  the  Highlander :  "  It  was  true  that  the  Highlander  had  few 
scruples  about  shedding  tlie  blood  of  an  enemy,  but  it  was  not  less 
true  that  he  had  high  notions  of  the  duty  of  observing  faith  to  allies 
and  hospitality  to  guests." 

Then,  again :  "  There  was  no  other  part  of  the  island  where  men 
had  in  such  a  degree  the  better  qualities  of  an  aristocracy, —  grace 
and  dignity  of  manner,  self-respect,  and  that  noble  sensibility  which 
makes  dishonor  more  terrible  than  death.  A  gentleman  of  this  sort, 
whose  clothes  were  begrimmed  with  the  accumulated  filth  of  years 
and  whose  hovel  smelt  worse  than  an  English  hog-stye,  would  often 
do  the  honors  of  that  hovel  with  a  lofty  courtesy  worthy  of  the 
splendid  circle  of  Versailles." 

Once  again  :  **  It  is  probable  that  in  the  Highland  councils  men 
who  would  not  have  been  qualified  for  the  duty  of  parish  clerks 
sometimes  argued  questions  of  peace  and  war,  of  tribute  and 
homage,  with  ability  worthy  of  Halifax  and  Caermarthen." 

The  resemblance  between  these  Highlanders  and  our  native 
Indians  is  so  striking  as  to  render  it  unnecessary  to  point  it  out  in 
detail.  If  there  is  any  difference,  it  is  in  favor  of  the  Indian,  who 
seems  at  least  to  be  the  cleaner  and  nobler  man  of  the  two.  But 
this  only  makes  the  fact  more  remarkable  that  the  ruder  Highlanders 
became  so  much  more  rapidly  and  permanently  a  civilized  race. 
The  difference  in  this  regard  is  immense.  With  the  Highlander,  as 
we  have  before  said,  the  change  took  place  almost  within  a  single 
generation ;  while  with  the  Indian  the  process  has  gone  on  with  indif- 
ferent success  for  nearly  two  hundred  years. 

I.  Let  us  first  trace  the  progress  and  methods  for  the  civilizing  of 
these  Highlanders. 
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A  brief  explanation  is  necessary.  These  Highland  tribes  had 
been  for  ages  at  war  with  each  other,  and  with  their  neighbors  in 
the  Lowlands.  Moreover,  they  had  several  times  attempted  to  over- 
throw the  ruling  dynasty  in  Great  Britain,  in  order  to  restore  the 
house  of  Stuart  to  the  throne.  The  last  and  most  formidable  of 
these  attempts  was  made  in  1745,  under  the  chivalrous  lead  of 
Prince  Charles  Edward.  The  government  was  aroused ;  and,  as 
Macaulay  has  so  strongly  put  it,  the  Highlanders  were  "  subjugated 
rapidly,  completely,  and  forever."  The  government  followed  up 
this  victory  by  taking  eflFective  steps  to  break  up  the  wild  savage  life 
in  the  Highlands,  and  introduce  the  order  and  industries  of  civilized 
life.     Some  of  these  measures  were  :  — 

1.  The  opening  of  good  roads,  thus  facilitating  the  movement  of 
troops,  and  also  furnishing  the  means  of  travel  and  transportation. 

2.  But  a  much  more  effective  measure  was  the  abrogation  of  the 
hereditary  power  of  the  chiefs.  Each  chief  was  a  king  in  his  own 
domain,  and  gathered  around  him  as  many  as  possible  of  his  kith  and 
natae,  thus  adding  to  his  own  dignity  and  furnishing  soldiers  for  his 
raids  and  warfares.  There  was  not  work  in  honest  industries  for 
half  of  these  followers,  and  their  great  employment  was  marauding 
and  stealing.  It  was  thus  they  and  their  chief  obtained  their  living. 
But,  when  this  hereditary  power  of  the  chief  was  taken  from  him  and 
courts  of  justice  were  substituted,  which  made  thieving  and  raiding 
criminal  offences,  a  large  share  of  the  population  must  either  migrate 
or  starve ;  and  hence  a  vast  number  of  people  emigrated  to  Canada, 
the  United  States,  and  the  West  Indies. 

No  people  have  ever  loved  their  native  land  better  than  these 
Highlanders  loved  the  glens  and  hills  where  they  were  born,  and  the 
scenes  at  their  removal  were  often  heart-rending.  But  they  sub- 
mitted manfully ;  and,  instead  of  becoming  paupers  or  drunkards  or 
criminals,  they  crossed  the  ocean  to  become  the  most  useful  colo- 
nists and  citizens  wherever  they  made  their  new  homes. 

One  more  thing  needs  to  he  said.  The  genius  of  Pitt  saw  the 
value  of  these  men  as  soldiers,  and  for  a  hundred  years  the  eight 
Highland  regiments  have  been  among  the  best  soldiers  in  the 
British  army. 

3.  The  third  great  step  taken  in  this  transformation  was  the  intro- 
duction into  the  Highlands  of  the  school  and  the  church.  How 
soon  John  Knox's  idea  of  a  school-house  in  every  parish  was  carried 
out  in  this  new  movement  I  cannot  tell,  but  the  effort  was  rapidly 
pushed  forward  by  government  and  missionary  organizations,  thus 
completing  the  great  change.  Here,  then,  to  summarize  :  In  a  few 
years  the  lawless  Highlanders  became  either  the  best  colonists 
abroad  or  the  best  soldiers  in  the  army,  and  those  that  remained  at 
home  became  industrious  and  law-abiding. 

II.  If  we  now  turn  to  the  Indians,  we  have  a  very  different  view 
before  us.  After  nearly  two  hundred  years  of  effort  they  are  not 
all  civilized,  and  their  future  is  a  source  of  anxiety  to  the  friends  of 
humanity.  Some  are  civilized,  and  others  who  appear  to  be  are  yet 
far  below  it.     Those  (e.g.)  in  the  Indian  Territory  are  by  distinction 
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called  the  "  Civilized  Tribes,"  and  are  not  usually  numbered  with 
the  rest  of  the  Indians.  They  have  governments,  legislatures, 
courts,  judges,  schools  and  churches,  and  large  wealth.  But  what 
seems  so  fair  is  discovered  to  be  so  unsound  that  Congress  has  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  facts,  which  seem  to  be  alarm- 
ing. The  lands  are  not  held  in  severalty,  and  frauds  and  violence 
and  murders  are  rampant.  The  Government  Census  Report  thus 
describes  one  of  these  tribes,  perhaps  an  average  specimen :  "  Their 
present  condition  is  a  language  without  literature ;  a  government 
with  no  authority ;  a  code  of  laws  with  no  force ;  millions  of  acres  of 
land,  and  not  a  foot  of  it  that  any  man  can  call  his  own." 

Then,  too,  there  are  the  six  nations  in  the  State  of  New  York,  once 
the  proud  Iroquois,  with  Red  Jacket  and  other  warriors  and  orators, 
—  the  model  tribe  of  the  Indian  races.  But  now  they  are  scattered 
in  different  groups.  Some  of  the  tribes  are  still  on  reservations, 
with  lands  not  held  in  severalty ;  and  the  majority  of  three  of  the 
tribes  are  pagans.  The  most  satisfactory  groups  of  civilized  Indians 
are  found  scattered  among  the  different  tribes  containing  a  greater 
or  less  number  of  families  who  own  their  lands,  cultivate  their  farms, 
and  are  good  citizens.  But  probably,  though  no  definite  figures  can 
be  given,  from  one-third  to  one-half  of  all  the  Indians  are  still  un- 
civilized, in  any  adequate  sense  of  that  term.  On  a  large  compari- 
son with  the  Scotch  Highlanders,  the  Indians  have  not  made  good 
colonists  ijor  been  successful  when  enlisted  as  soldiers. 

Much  has  been  done  to  help,  and  much  to  hinder,  the  Indians. 
One  great  hindrance  has  been  their  frequent  removals,  enforced  by 
the  greed  of  the  white  man  to  secure  their  lands ;  but  the  same  was 
true  of  the  Highlanders.  The  Indians  have  been  in  frequent  and 
bitter  warfare  among  themselves  and  with  their  neighbors.  So  also 
were  the  Highlanders.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Indians  have  had 
comparatively  greater  help.  When  removed,  they  have  usually, 
though  not  always,  been  located  on  good  lands.  They  have  received 
large  sums  of  money  from  the  government,  and  have  been  supplied 
with  millions  of  dollars'  worth  of  tools,  farm  implements,  and  cattle. 
The  issue  of  rations  has  been  greatly  curtailed  of  late,  and  yet  one- 
fourth  of  the  whole  number  are  still  reported  as  receiving  rations 
from  the  government.  From  the  earliest  days  of  John  Eliot  down 
the  gospel  has  been  preached  to  them  by  self-denying  and  godly 
ministers,  and  schools  have  been  provided  for  their  children.  Dur- 
ing the  last  nineteen  years  government  has  appropriated  for  schools 
the  magnificent  sum  of  nearly  $20,000,000,  and  schools  have  also 
been  furnished  by  aid  of  the  Christian  churches. 

The  question  naturally  arises,  *'Why,  with  all  these  helps,  have 
the  Indians  made  such  slow  progress  in  civilization  ;  and  why  do  they 
stand  in  such  marked  contrast  to  the  Highlanders,  once  seemingly 
more  rude  than  they  ? "  It  may  be  said  that  we  ought  to  pursue 
the  same  radical  plan  as  that  enforced  among  the  Highlanders  in 
1745  ;  that  is,  assign  to  them  their  lands  in  severalty,  break  up  their 
tribal  relations,  deprive  their  chiefs  of  power,  and  compel  them  all 
to  come  under  obedience  to  law.     In  other  words,  compel  them  to 
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take  care  of  themselves  or  bear  the  consequences,  or,  as  it  is  said  in 
Western  phrase,  more  forcible  than  elegant,  "Root  hog,  or  die." 
We  find,  indeed,  that  this  policy  has  a  strong  hold  upon  the  popular 
feeling.  Men  are  tired  of  this  everlasting  Indian  problem.  They 
look  with  horror  upon  the  **  century  of  dishonor,"  and  with  impa- 
tience at  the  more  recent  Modoc  and  Custer  massacres,  and  at  the 
seemingly  endless  perplexities  growing  out  of  difficulties  with  this 
little  handful  of  people,  not  so  numerous  as  the  inhabitants  of  a 
tenth-rate  city. 

But  it  is  against  this  mode  of  settling  the  question  that  I  most 
earnestly  protest ;  and,  with  a  view  to  combat  it,  this  paper  is  written. 
I  believe  that  this  policy  rapidly  applied  would  impel  the  still  fierce 
and  hostile  tribes  to  enter  upon  a  series  of  massacres  of  which  the 
Custer  slaughter  is  but  a  specimen ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
more  timid  and  listless  tribes  would  swiftly  degenerate  into  paupers, 
drunkards,  and  criminals. 

The  methods  to  be  adopted  in  dealing  with  these  Indian  tribes 
are  to  be  decided  by  their  history,  their  character,  and  their  condi- 
tion. It  is  pertinent  to  ask  again  why  the  Highlanders  came  at 
a  single  step  into  civilized  life,  while  the  Indians  came  into  it  so 
slowly  and  so  reluctantly.  I  frankly  say  that  I  think  the  difference 
is  in  the  people  themselves.  The  Highlanders,  though  apparently 
so  rude  and  uncultured,  were,  as  the  event  shows,  a  mature  race. 
Their  intellects  were  developed,  and  they  were  quick  to  grasp  and  act 
upon  new  ideas.  They  could  easily  escape  from  their  heredity  and 
throw  off  their  environment.  A  great  change  suddenly  enforced 
upon  them  found  them  neither  so  ignorant  as  not  to  comprehend  it 
nor  so  imbecile  as  to  sink  under  it.  They  were  full-grown  men,  not 
children. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Indians  are  immature  and  undeveloped. 
They  do  not  readily  grasp  ideas  beyond  the  range  of  their  old  hab- 
its. Heredity  has  fast  hold  upon  them,  and  they  are  stubborn  in 
resisting  a  change  in  their  environments.  By  this  contrast  I  do  not 
mean  to  intimate  that  they  are  an  inferior  race.  It  is  no  disparage- 
ment to  the  essential  manhood  of  the  Indian  that  he  is  still  in  his 
youth-period  in  the  process  of  civilization.  It  does  not  argue  that 
the  boy  is  of  an  inferior  race  to  his  father  because  at  fourteen  he 
cannot  grasp  and  achieve  what  his  father  does  at  forty.  The  Ind- 
ians are  in  their  nonage,  and  deserve  a  treatment  at  our  hands 
adapted  to  their  condition.  That  treatment  should  be  paternal, 
kind,  wise,  and  not  rash  or  cruel.  The  Old  Testament  gives  us  that 
beautiful  figure  of  the  eagle  stirring  up  her  nest,  spreading  abroad 
her  wings,  and  bearing  her  young  upon  them.  The  eagle  makes  no 
mistake,  and  is  too  wise  a  parent  to  allow  the  eaglets  to  stay  in  the 
nest  when  they  are  fit  to  fly  or  to  thrust  them  out  before  they  are 
ready  for  it ;  and,  when  she  does  send  them  forth,  she  does  it  gently, 
helpfully,  bearing  them  on  her  wings.  Such  should  be  our  treatment 
of  these  children  of  the  forest. 

Then,  too,  as  in  the  human  family,  there  are  oftentimes  boys  of 
different   ages  that  need  training   accordingly.     So   is  it  with  the 
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Indian  tribes.  Those  who  have  reached  the  manhood-period,  and 
are  prepared  to  enter  upon  a  course  of  civilization,  should  be  urged 
and  aided  forward  as  rapidly  as  is  consistent  with  safety  to  take  their 
lands  in  severalty,  and  to  assume  the  responsibilities  and  duties  of 
citizenship,  the  utmost  care  being  taken  to  guard  the  titles  to  their 
lands  against  infringement,  and,  where  they  choose  to  become  farm- 
ers, to  be  allowed  the  choice  of  good  land,  with  houses,  cattle,  and 
tools  provided ;  and,  where  individual  Indians  of  such  tribes  choose 
some  other  employment,  provision  should  be  made  for  training  and 
occupation  in  that  employment. 

Law  and  law  courts  should  be  extended  as  rapidly  as  possible  over 
these  Indians,  and  made  accessible  to  them.  Necessary  costs  should 
not  be  assessed  on  the  county  in  which  the  Indians  chance  to  live, 
thus  irritating  to  hostility  their  immediate  neighbors. 

To  the  tribes  not  as  yet  prepared  for  the  change  the  parental  help 
given  should  be  such  as  will  aid  most  effectually  in  securing  that 
preparation  ;  and,  of  all  the  help,  none  is  more  important  than  educa- 
tion, industrial,  intellectual,  and  religious.  No  influences  are  so 
powerful  as  those  that  reach  the  brain  and  the  heart,  and  develop  the 
man  himself. 

In  recent  years  we  have  had  two  potential  factors  in  the  work  of 
civilizing  the  Indians, —  a  peace  policy  established  by  General  Grant 
and  a  Mohonk  Conference  inaugurated  by  Mr.  Smiley,  both  peace 
men  and  both  generals.  The  Conference  has  done  much  to  indicate 
advanced  steps  in  the  process,  and  to  arouse  public  attention  to 
their  importance.  Most  of  the  measures  advocated  have  been 
accepted  in  principle  and  are  being  carried  out  in  practice ;  and 
among  some  of  these  measures  —  as,  for  example,  the  settling  of  the 
Indians  on  lands  in  severalty  —  there  is  not  so  much  need  now  of  urg- 
ing more  rapid  advance  as  there  is  a  call  for  more  care  in  carrying 
them  out.  There  needs  now  the  uplifting  wing  and  the  guiding 
pinion  rather  than  the  undue  stirring  up  of  the  nest. 

The  Indians  once  roamed  over  these  broad  lands.  They  had  no 
right  to  more  than  their  share ;  but  the  white  man  has  crowded  them 
out,  often  by  fraud  and  sometimes  with  violence.  The  Indian  has 
retaliated,  and  the  blood  of  both  races  has  watered  the  mountain 
and  the  valley.  The  Indians  are  now  few.  They  will  come  into  the 
stream  of  American  life,  not  in  a  strong  current,  marking  its  progress 
by  a  separate  tinge  in  the  waters ;  but  they  will  come  rather  as  the 
rain-drops  fall  on  the  surface,  to  be  absorbed  and  lost  to  sight,  or, 
as  the  poet  has  said,  "  like  the  snow-fall  in  the  river,  a  moment 
white,  then  melts  forever." 

The  Indian  will  be  lost  in  the  man.  When  the  last  Indian  — 
there  will  be  a  last  one  —  stands  on  the  banks  of  the  stream  and 
looks  over  the  hills  and  valleys  of  the  land  once  the  home  of  his 
race,  we  hope  he  will  be  able  to  say  :  **  The  white  man  has  been 
cruel.  He  is  now  strong,  and  at  the  last  he  has  done  justly  and 
kindly  by  the  remnant  of  our  race." 

On  motion  it  was  voted  that  the  time-limit  for  speakers  should  be 
strictly  observed. 
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The  remainder  of  the  meeting  was  given  to  brief  addresses  by 
different  persons.  The  first  speaker  was  Mr.  O.  E.  Boyd,  who,  in- 
stead of  making  an  address,  read  the  following  extracts  from  letters 
which  he  had  received  on  this  subject :  — 

Rev.  M.  F.  Trippe,  Salamanca,  N.Y.,  reports  :  This  field  comprises  four  reser- 
vations, three  of  them  in  New  York  State  and  one  in  Pennsylvania,  with  an  area 
of  over  seventy  square  miles.  On  these  reserves  there  is  an  Indian  population  of 
2,088,  and  of  whites  over  5,000.  There  are  531  Indian  families  and  548  children 
of  school  age,  but  with  school  accommodations  for  only  425  people.  Five  fully 
organized  Presbyterian  churches  have  a  membership  of  289.  There  are  also 
three  Baptist  churches  and  one  small  class  of  Methodists.  There  are  at  least 
1,000  Indians  of  age  to  discern  good  and  evil  who  are  outside  these  churches, 
and  for  whom  Christian  work  should  be  prosecuted.  The  Presbyterian  Church 
supports  on  this  field  one  white  missionary  and  four  native  helpers,  wth  one  in- 
terpreter. It  can  be  seen  at  once  that  one  white  missionary  cannot  spread  himself 
over  all  these  reservations  so  widely  scattered,  and  do  very  effective  work.  Never- 
theless, I  am  enabled  to  rei>ort  progress. 

At  Tuscarora  a  new  church  building  has  been  finished  and  dedicated.  More 
than  usual  interest  is  manifested  in  church  and  Sunday-school  work.  A  Christian 
Endeavor  Society  has  been  organized  and  is  prospering. 

On  the  Tonawanda  Reservation  the  work  has  been  signally  blessed  by  the 
presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  During  the  week  of  prayer  special  services  were 
held  with  excellent  results.  P'ourteen  were  received  into  the  church,  and  a  marked 
impetus  was  given  his  work.  The  Rev.  J.  K.  Griflfis,  of  our  church  in  Akron,  goes 
to  the  reservation  twice  a  month,  preaching  on  Sabbath  afternoons.  Because  of 
the  particularly  friendly  relations  existing  between  our  church  and  the  so-called 
pagans,  the  work  is  very  interesting,  and  warrants  outlay  of  labor  and  money. 

At  Allegheny  we  have  two  church  organizations. 

The  Jamestown  parish  is  about  twenty  miles  long,  and  has  in  its  limits  three  or 
four  sul>stations  where  work  ought  to  be  pushed. 

Oldtown  has  three  sub-stations,  and  is  a  parish  about  fifteen  miles  long.  One  of 
these  sub-stations  is  Cold  Spring,  the  centre  of  pagan  influence  in  this  reservation. 
A  significant  fact,  one  that  tells  of  progress  among  these  Indians,  is  the  call  from 
that  darkened  community  for  regular  services  on  the  Lord's  Day.  A  petition  to 
that  effect  from  the  people  to  presbytery  is  in  preparation.  At  Oldtown  and 
Omville  (sub-station)  the  work  has  been  aided  by  the  sympathy  and  interest  of 
neighboring  whites. 

Complanter  in  Pennsylvania  is  the  smallest  of  these  reservations,  and  the 
population  is  almost  entirely  Christian  and  Presbyterian.  The  year  past  is  marked 
by  the  death  of  Rev.  William  Hall,  who  for  so  many  years  had  been  missionary  to 
the  Indians  at  Allegheny  and  Cornplanter.  He  loved  the  Indians  for  whom  he 
lived  and  died.  The  hindrances  to  his  work  I  need  not  mention,  except  to  say  that 
intemperance  and  licentiousness,  whose  chief  promoters  are  the  wretched  whites, 
continue  to  pollute  and  destroy  my  people.  To  meet  these  twin  evils,  we  have  the 
gospel  of  the  kingdom  and  the  prayers  and  sympathy  of  the  noblest  of  God*s 
children.     Therefore,  we  are  not  discouraged. 

Rev.  J.  P.  Williamson,  D.D  ,  Greenwood,  So.  Dak.,  reports  the  Presbyterian 
Church  was  the  first  body  of  Christians  to  engage  in  missionary  work  for  the 
Sioux,  or  Dakota,  Indians,  who  are  the  largest  tribe  of  aborigines  in  the  United 
States,  numbering  about  25,000.  They  are  not  only  the  largest,  but  one  of  the 
most  warlike  and  pagan  tribes  on  the  continent,  for  many  years  persecuting  to 
the  death  the  converts  to  Christianity.  It  was  these  two  traits  combined  that 
caused  the  frightful  war  known  as  the  Minnesota  Massacre  in  1862.  The  power 
of  the  gospel  of  Christ  to  subdue  the  hardened  heart  is  seen  in  the  fact  that  from 
among  such  a  people  have  been  gathered  nineteen  Presbyterian  churches,  with 
over  twelve  hundred  communicants;  and  a  body  of  native  workers  has  been  raised 
up,  consisting  of  fourteen  Indian  preachers,  fifty-seven  elders,  twenty-seven 
deacons,  besides  Sunday-school  teachers  and  other  helpers.  Four  white  mission- 
aries are  guiding  the  work ;  and,  as  a  feeder  for  the  working  force,  we  have  the  flour- 
ishing educational  institution  known  as  Good  Will  Mission  School,  which  is  sup- 
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ported  by  our  Board  of  Home .  Missions.  The  leading  service  in  all  of  the 
nineteen  churches  of  this  presbytery  is  in  the  Indian  language.  At  each  of  the 
churches  where  the  white  missionaries  are  located  a  second  service  is  conducted 
in  the  English  language :  the  other  churches  have  no  regular  service  in  English. 
As  yet  not  over  one-tenth  of  our  church  members  imderstand  English.  The  num- 
ber, however,  is  rapidly  increasing ;  and,  if  our  government  continues  and  develops 
the  very  commendable  effort  now  made  to  educate  the  -Indians,  it  will  not  be  long 
before  vernacular  preaching  will  be  entirely  displaced  bv  English  among  the 
Dakota  Indians.  The  greatness  of  the  change  from  the  wild,  savage  state  of  the 
Indian  to  the  purified  life  of  the  independent,  civilized  Christian  is  feebly  com- 
prehended by  most  people.  It  is  not,  as  many  suppose,  to  be  accomplished  by 
a  half-dozen  years  of  instruction  in  childhood  :  it  is  rather  a  work  of  generations. 
The  gradual  development  of  all  ancient  nations, —  the  Jews,  the  Greeks,  the 
Romans,  the  Gauls,  the  Anglo-Saxons, —  all  bear  witness  to  this  fact. 

The  means  now  being  employed  to  civilize  the  aborigines  of  this  country  are, 
I  have  no  doubt,  superior  to  anything  man  has  ever  brought  to  bear  on  any  other 
race.  Whether  they  are  superior  to  the  means  used  by  the  Almighty  in  other 
cases,  future  historians  may  tell.  We  trust,  under  God,  they  may  be.  Certain  it 
is,  our  American  Indians  are  now  changing  very  rapidly.  We  can  hardly  believe 
they  are  the  same  people  who  were  engaged  in  deadly  war  and  rapine  thirty  years 
ago.  Then  roaming,  blood-thirsty  savages,  now  externally,  as  to  food,  clothing, 
and  houses,  adopted  children  of  civilization,  with  a  mild  and  gentle  demeanor. 
Then  worshippers  of  the  sun  and  all  created  objects,  now  Christianity  the  most 
prominent  religion.  It  is  to  be  acknowledged  that  a  good  deal  of  their  worship  is 
formal,  but  it  is  a  wonderful  change.  Where  thirty  years  ago  men  who  could 
stand  up  and  be  shot  at  without  flinching  could  not  stand  up  and  bear  the  odium 
of  being  called  a  Christian,  now  no  man  is  ashamed  to  say  in  public,  **  I  am  a 
Christian  " ;  but,  rather,  men  are  found  apologizing  because  they  are  still  heathen. 
These  changes  were  never  so  evident  to  me  as  they  have  been  the  past  year,  and 
they  manifest  the  glory  of  God. 

A  missionary  among  the  Omahas  in  Nebraska  reports :  The  Omaha  Indians 
are  not  as  civilized  as  many  seem  to  think.  Many  of  the  women  wear  no  hats  or 
bonnets,  and  wear  moccasins  on  their  feet.  Where  the  hair  is  parted,  the  scalp  in 
the  part  is  often  painted  red.  Many  of  the  girls  are  having  blue  spots  put  on 
their  foreheads  and  stars  on  their  hands  and  various  figures  on  their  breasts. 
They  use  India  ink.  Many  of  the  young  men  wear  a  slender  braid  of  hair  from 
the  crowns  of  their  heads,  tied  with  a  long  ribbon,  which  they  sometimes  let  fly  in 
the  wind  as  they  ride.  Marriage  is  a  business  agreement  between  the  girl's 
parents  and  the  young  man.  A  girl  can  be  had,  by  an  Indian  man  of  equal  caste, 
for  so  many  ponies,  whether  the  girl  wants  to  marry  or  not.  If  the  compensation 
is  suf)icient,  the  parents  will  compel  the  girl  to  go  with  a  man  whom  she  dislikes, 
as,  for  example,  when  a  beautiful  and  well-behaved  girl  was  recently  compelled  to 
become  wife  number  two. 

Yes,  polygamy  is  practised  here  in  Nebraska  within  twenty  miles  of  Omaha. 
One  of  the  chiefs  has,  as  wives,  two  women  who  are  aunt  and  niece  to  each  other. 
Both  have  children,  both  live  in  the  same  house,  and  both  go  with  him  where  he 
goes. 

These  people  have  been  given  equal  political  privileges  with  the  whites.  They 
vote  and  are  voted  for.  A  member  of  this  tribe  is  county  judge.  A  full-blood 
Omaha  called  on  the  missionary  a  few  days  ago  in  the  capacity  of  township 
assessor.  This  fact,  that  they  are  citizens,  shields  the  men  who  sell  them  whiskey. 
They  claim  that  to  an  Omaha  Indian  whiskey  can  be  sold  wherever  it  can  law- 
fully (in  the  eyes  of  the  civil  courts)  be  sold  to  a  white  man.  Thus  the  Omahas 
are  burning  up  their  homes,  their  families,  their  bodies  and  souls,  with  **  fire-water.'* 

One  of  the  things  that  hinders  our  work  very  much  is  the  fact  that  the  Omahas 
have  no  written  language.  So  all  the  information,  pleasure,  and  profit  we  get 
from  literature  they  are  deprived  of.  They  group  together  and  talk  of  neighbor- 
hood news,  and  plan  for  dances  and  feasts.  During  the  last  few  months  four  new 
dance  buildings  have  been  built.  One  built  of  lumber  with  shingled  roof,  eight- 
sided  in  shape,  has  over  the  entrance  these  words,  "Fire  Chief  Lodge/*  Here 
they  waste  many  an  hour  which  otherwise  could  be  spent  in  tilling  the  soil  and 
making  their  homes  comfortable. 

Some  progress  is  being  made  in  home  life.     Several  new  spring  wagons  and 
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"buggies  have  been  purchased  by  them.  Some  few  have  sewing-machines.  Some 
sleep  on  beds,  but  most  of  them  sleep  on  the  floor  without  removing  their  clothing. 
Several  have  had  wells  dug  near  their  houses,  which  will  greatly  lessen  the  work 
of  the  women. 

From  the  Pimas  and  Papagoes  in  Arizona  we  hear  that  the  Tucson  School 
has  lately  entered  into  a  contract  with  the  authorities  to  keep  the  streets  of  the 
city  clean.  They  have  given  entire  satisfaction  thus  far.  One  of  the  former 
pupils  is  a  teacher  in  the  government  school ;  and  two  are  now  native  evangelists, 
-working  with  good  results.  There  is  a  church  of  a  hundred  and  ninety-one 
members. 

Among  the  Southern  Utes  in  Colorado  we  have  had  a  missionary  laboring  for 
the  past  two  years.  A  church  has  lately  been  organized.  One  old  Indian,  being 
asked,  upon  his  examination  for  membership,  how  many  Gods  there  were,  an- 
swered, **  I  have  heard  of  a  good  many  gods,  but  have  never  known  of  but  one 
that  did  any  good.** 

The  Nez  Percys  are  just  now  in  great  peril  on  account  of  the  influx  of  white 
men  who  seek  to  dispossess  them  of  their  lands,  upon  which  very  valuable  gold 
mines  have  been  discovered.  They  need  our  special  care  and  prayers.  A  little 
incident  will  poriray  a  trait  of  their  character.  The  presb3rter}'  was  making 
a  request  of  all  the  white  churches  to  give  thirty  cents  per  member  to  foreign 
missions,  and  one  cent  per  member  was  asked  from  the  Indians,  at  which  they 
became  quite  indignant,  and  insisted  upon  being  assessed  at  thirty  cents  per 
member  also,  the  same  as  the  white  members. 

Mr.  Boyd. —  I  have  prepared  a  statistical  statement  of  our  work, 
which  I  will  not  read, —  only  give  the  totals,  and  ask  that  it  may  be 
printed  in  the  report. 
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Dr.  Jackson. —  So  many  of  you  have  called  upon  me  for  news 
from  the  reindeer  that  I  will  start  upon  this  branch  of  Indian  edu- 
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cation,  which  has  been  a  complete  success  from  the  first  to  the  pres- 
ent. There  has  not  been  a  set-back  and  no  failure  of  misjudgment. 
The  herds  are  increasing,  and  doing  better  in  Alaska  than  in  Siberia 
where  they  came  from.  We  purchased  a  few  more  in  Siberia,  but 
they  were  not  as  good  as  those  on  the  Alaska  side.  Our  pasturage 
is  far  better  than  in  Siberia,  which  has  been  eaten  closely  through 
generations  of  grazing.  At  first,  because  we  could  do  no  better,  we 
brought  over  Siberian  herders  to  be  teachers  to  the  Eskimo  young 
men ;  but  their  civilization  was  no  higher  than  that  of  the  Eskimo, 
only  they  had  had  experience  with  the  reindeer.  Their  teaching 
was  imperfect.  A  year  ago  a  Norwegian  was  sent  to  Lapland  to  get 
Lapps  as  teachers,  as  the  Lapp  nation  have  made  the  greatest  intel- 
lectual progress  among  those  who  have  charge  of  reindeer.  With 
higher  education  and  a  higher  class  of  men  we  have  better  methods 
of  managing  the  reindeer,  and  for  the  Eskimo  young  men  we  wanted 
the  best  instructors.  We  wanted  them  to  commence  at  the  present 
experience  of  the  world  in  the  management  of  reindeer,  and  the  re- 
sults have  been  successful.  We  brought  over  sixteen  Lapps,  seven 
men  and  their  families.  They  were  taken  to  Northern  Alaska,  and 
the  better  management  of  the  herd  will  more  than  repay  all  the 
expense  of  transporting  these  people.  Last  year  we  commenced 
a  limited  distribution.  We  gave  to  the  American  Missionary  Associa- 
tion at  Cape  Prince  of  Wales  about  a  hundred  head,  and  I  think  the 
missionary  who  was  allowed  to  come  and  select  what  he  chose  was 
like  Jacob  dealing  with  his  father-in-law.  He  took  the  very  choicest 
From  that  one  hundred  there  were  sixty-eight  births  of  fawns.  But 
he  was  outdone  by  the  natives.  Some  traders  had  tried  to  poison 
the  minds  of  the  natives  by  telling  them  that  they  would  never  have 
any  benefits  from  the  herd.  It  was  creating  disaffection  among 
them.  So,  to  forestall  any  further  difficulty,  we  concluded  that  we 
would  give  some  of  the  natives  a  herd.  Not  that  they  were  pre- 
pared for  it, —  they  had  not  served  an  apprenticeship  to  make  them 
acquainted  with  the  management;  but  we  thought  we  would  run 
a  little  risk.  We  took  foiu:  of  the  more  industrious  apprentices,  and 
said  to  them :  **  We  will  loan  you  a  hundred  head  for  five  years.  You 
can  go  where  you  choose  with  them ;  but  at  the  end  of  five  years  we 
expect  you  to  return  a  hundred  head,  and  you  can  have  the  increase." 
They  were  sharper  even  than  the  Congregationalist  minister,  for  from 
their  hundred  head  there  were  eighty-nine  fawns  bom  this  spring. 

Now  there  comes  to  the  American  people  the  question.  Shall  we  go 
on  this  slow  method  ?  The  government  has  given  us  an  appropria- 
tion to  get  from  a  hundred  and  twenty  to  a  hundred  and  sixty  yearly 
from  Siberia.  We  have  doubled  what  we  bought  by  birth.  But,  re- 
member, there  are  twelve  thousand  people  on  the  verge  of  starva- 
tion in-  Alaska.  The  reindeer  movement  has  been  going  on  six 
years ;  and  we  have  only  a  thousand  head,  and  we  do  not  dare  let 
them  kill  a  single  animal  except  the  males.  Only  four  young  men 
out  of  all  those  thousands  have  the  loan  of  a  herd.  You  cannot 
carry  out  this  work  on  an  appropriation  of  $7,500.  It  is  a  question 
whether  we  are  to  take  twenty-five  or  thirty  years  to  introduce  rein- 
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deer  in  sufficient  numbers  or  whether  the  government  will  increase 
the  appropriation,  and  enable  us  to  do  at  once  all  that  is  necessary. 
We  have  proved  that  it  is  a  success. 

Our  educational  policy  has  from  the  beginning  been  non-partisan 
in  reference  to  our  teachers.  I  have  stood  as  superintendent 
through  four  administrations ;  and  I  doubt  whether  any  of  the  four 
Presidents  know  whether  I  am  a  Democrat,  a  Populist,  or  a  Republi- 
can. If  they  should  ask  us  how  the  teachers  stand,  there  is  not 
a  person  connected  with  the  office  in  Washington  who  could  give  an 
answer  to  that  question.  It  is  never  raised.  We  require  efficiency 
in  our  teachers,  not  politics ;  and  we  require  religion.  So  far  as  I 
know,  there  is  not  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools  in  Alaska  that  is 
not  a  Christian.  In  sending  to  the  native  races,  the  gospel  must  be 
the  foundation. 

A  good  many  have  said,  with  regard  to  Mr.  Duncan's  industrial 
movement,  Give  them  industries.  But  Mr.  Duncan  himself  preached 
Jesus  Christ  seven  years  before  he  talked  about  a  carpenter's  shop 
or  a  shoe  shop.  He  gave  them  the  gospel  first.  Then  he  had  the 
foundation  on  which  to  build  the  industries.  These  have  made 
Metlakahtla  what  it  is.  So,  though  we  cannot  talk  sectarianism,  we 
can  put  consecrated  men  and  women  as  teachers  among  them. 
Thousands  of  tourists  come  to  Alaska,  and  many  of  them  say,  Your 
schools  do  not  show  fruit ;  but  I  can  give  hundreds  of  instances  of 
practical  fruit. 


SOME  CHARACTERISTICS   OF  THE  INDIAN. 

BY   REV.   JOSEPH   NEWTON    HALLOCK. 

Having  witnessed  phases  of  Indian  life  in  nearly  every  part  of  the 
United  States  during  the  past  fifteen  years,  I  may  not,  perhaps,  be 
presuming  too  much  in  attempting  to  delineate  some  of  their  traits, 
especially  as  they  have  an  important  relation  to  the  subject  before 
us,  which  is  the  education  and  civilization  of  the  Indian. 

Every  one  remembers  how  generally  and  how  severely  the  well- 
known  and  delightful  author  of  **  The  Pioneer,"  "  The  Red  Rover," 
"  Last  of  the  Mohicans,"  etc.,  was  criticised  for  his  eulogies  on  the 
•*  Noble  Red  men  of  the  Forest."  Not  only  backwoodsmen,  and 
those  of  our  people  living  on  the  frontiers,  but  nearly  all  others  who 
were  then  supposed  to  know  anything  about  the  Indian,  declared 
that  Cooper  was  mistaken,  and  that  there  was  positively  nothing 
good  or  noble  in  him.  In  fact,  the  Indian  has  almost  invariably 
been  represented  as  being  vindictive,  quick  to  resent  an  injury,  real 
or  supposed,  insolent  to  superiors,  and  last,  but  not  least,  most  intol- 
erably lazy ;  and  these  characteristics  are  popularly  supposed  to  ren- 
der him  unfit  for  the  highest  duties  of  citizenship.  Let  us  see  if 
these  charges  will  bear  the  clear  search-light  of  truth. 

As  **  laziness  "  is  the  last  and  most  important  one,  I  will  take  that 
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first.  We  were  repeatedly  and  truthfully  told  upon  this  platform 
yesterday  that  the  reason  the  severalty  bill  does  not  work  better 
is  because  the  Indian  will  not  work.  Because  he  has  not  been  edu- 
cated to  till  the  soil,  he  will  not  do  it,  and  we  call  him  lazy  and 
good-for-nothing ;  while  the  trouble  arises  simply  from  lack  of  edu- 
cation, which  always  supplies  the  motive  for  action.  The  time  is 
coming  when  this  will  be  better  understood.  Among  our  Puritan 
ancestors  laziness  was  considered,  if  not  a  crime,  at  least  one  of 
the  unpardonable  sins.  No  worse  stigma  could  attach  to  a  boy  than 
to  call  him  "lazy."  The  epithet  "good-for-nothing"  generally  went 
along  with  it.  I  passed  my  boyhood  and  entered  college  life  with 
this  idea,  but  there  learned  that,  while  laziness  may  be  inherited,  it 
is  not  necessarily  an  inherent  or  an  absolute  trait.  It  appeared  that 
what  many  called  "  laziness "  was  often,  if  not  usually,  caused  by 
not  presenting  a  sufficient  motive  for  action.  I  used  to  think,  with- 
out exception,  the  two  laziest  members  of  our  class  were  in  my  own 
division.  I  was  accustomed  to  see  more  or  less  of  them  every  day, 
—  generally  more.  Many  a  time  one  or  the  other  would  come  saim- 
tering  along  to  my  room  in  Old  South  Middle;  and,  while  I  was 
racking  my  brains  over  some  mysterious  Greek  root  or  trying  to  solve 
an  impossible  problem  in  political  economy,  he  would  gently  stretch 
out  at  full  length  on  the  lounge,  and  commence  telling  some  comical 
story.  Those  two  lazy  boys  seemed  to  get  along  just  about  as  well 
as  the  rest  of  us  at  recitations,  and  a  good  deal  better  at  the  prize 
debates.  Finally,  they  became  lawyers,  and  settled  in  New  York 
City.  One  is  General  Wager  Swayne,  who  stands  to-day  at  the  head 
of  his  profession ;  and  the  name  of  the  other  is  Chauncey  M.  Depew ! 

What  motive  has  the  Indian  had  for  work  ?  He  suffers  to-morrow 
to  take  care  of  itself.  His  theory  and  his  practice  coincide  with  the 
injunction,  "  Sufficient  unto  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof."  And  yet 
we,  who  pretend  to  believe  the  Scriptures  and  to  be  governed  by 
their  precepts,  find  fault  with  the  Indian,  while  fretting  and  worrying 
ourselves  to  death  over  impossible  occurrences  of  the  distant  future. 

Lazy,  is  he  ?  Start  the  chase,  and  where  has  his  laziness  gone  ? 
Let  the  pale  face  or  a  hostile  tribe  invade,  and  where  is  our  lazy 
Indian  then  ?  Day  after  day,  without  food  or  shelter,  he  will  pursue 
with  relentless  energy,  and  amid  such  privations  and  hardships  as  no 
white  man  is  willing  to  endure.  And,  having  at  last  subdued  his 
enemy,  he  dances  all  night  around  his  scalp. 

But  it  is  said  the  Indian  is  not  only  lazy,  he  is  vindictive  and  inso- 
lent. On  this  account  the  Indian  has  been  unfavorably  compared 
even  with  the  Chinaman,  who,  we  are  told,  has  a  good  disposition, 
and  makes  an  excellent  servant.  But  why  does  a  Chinaman  make 
an  excellent  servant  ?  Simply  because  he  is  a  machine.  And  the 
more  of  a  machine  he  is,  provided  he  has  enough  of  intellect  and 
individuality  to  do  what  he  is  told,  the  better  servant  he  makes.  But 
how  about  the  man  himself  ?  What  of  his  manhood  ?  For  genera- 
tion after  generation  he  has  had  no  will  of  his  own.  Dozens  and 
hundreds  have  been  crowded  together,  obliged  to  subsist  in  a  space 
less  than  one-tenth  of  them  ought  to  occupy.     And  this  is  a  natural 


85 

result ;  for  till  lately  he  had  been  hemmed  in  from  the  outside  world 
for  centuries  by  a  high  wall,  which  shut  him  out  from  all  improve- 
ment, till  almost  every  spark  of  manhood  and  individuality  has  been 
smothered,  and  till  he  scarcely  knows  whether  his  soul  is  his  own  or 
belongs,  like  his  will,  to  another. 

Now,  I  ask,  what  is  it  that  differentiates  the  Indian  from  the  Mon- 
golian but  the  very  spirit  of  freedom  and  love  of  liberty  that  influ- 
enced our  Pilgrim  forefathers  in  their  resistance  to  the  British 
crown  and  their  assertion  of  independence  ?  And  why,  of  all  men 
and  of  all  nations,  should  we  not  rejoice  to  find  these  same  traits  in 
our  predecessor,  the  Indian  ?  Is  it  not  ungenerous  and  unjust  to 
hold  him  less  of  a  man,  and  less  deserving  of  our  sympathy  on 
this  account  ?  Born  and  reared  amid  the  rugged  mountains  or  on 
the  trackless  prairie,  he  is  a  child  of  nature.  He  has  been  supreme 
lord  of  the  forests  for  generations,  and  hence  inherited  to  a  greater 
degree  than  any  other  race  of  living  men  the  inherent  idea  of  abso- 
lute liberty.  He  has  known  no  other  will  than  his  own,  and  ac- 
knowledged no  superior  but  the  Great  Spirit  above  him.  I  have  no 
sympathy  whatever  with  the  class  of  pessimists  who  believe  every 
Indian  essentially  vicious.  Those  who  have  had  the  most  experience 
assure  me  that  they  have  found  them  no  more  subject  to  the  vicious 
passions  and  appetites  than  abundance  of  white  men  who  have  been 
born  and  bred  under  the  full  light  of  civilization. 

It  is  said  that  he  is  vindictive,  and  never  fails  to  repay  an  injury. 
Can  we  expect  more  of  his  civilization  than  of  ours  ?  When  Will- 
iam Tell  shot  the  apple  on  the  head  of  his  son,  Gessler  noticed  a 
second  arrow  drop  from  the  folds  of  his  vest.  In  thunder  tones  he 
cried,  "  Slave,  why  hast  thou  concealed  that  arrow  ?  '*  Quick  as 
lightning  came  the  proud  response,  "To  shoot  thee,  tyrant,  had  I 
slain  my  child."     And  all  the  world  applauded  the  sentiment. 

Why  is  it  that  we  deny  the  redskin  chief  of  the  West  the  praise 
we  so  freely  accord  the  paleskin  chief  of  the  East  ?  I  contend  that 
this  love  of  liberty,  implanted  deep  in  every  Indian  heart,  so  far 
from  being  a  detriment,  is  of  immense  advantage,  and  will  eventu- 
ally make  him  a  better  and  more  patriotic  citizen  of  the  Common- 
wealth, although  it  is  this  very  trait  which  makes  him  now  so  objec- 
tionable and  offensive  to  our  frontiers.  The  redskin  chief  has  had 
possession  of  his  happy  hunting-grounds  so  long  that,  whether 
rightly  or  otherwise,  he  considers  them  his  by  right  of  occupancy. 
And,  when  he  sees  the  paleface  intruder  approaching,  his  sense  of 
injustice  and  his  inherent  love  of  freedom  are  instantly  aroused ; 
and  he  sounds  the  war-cry.  I  have  seen  these  old  chiefs  more  than 
once  exhorting  their  kindred,  and  in  a  manner  that  has  sometimes 
made  me  shudder.  I  could  almost  fancy  they  were  putting  into 
Indian  dialect  the  impassioned  words  of  our  own  eloquent  Patrick 
Henry,  and  calling  to  their  redskin  comrades  in  thunder  tones: 
"  Why  stand  we  here  idle  ? .  What  is  it  we  wish  ?  What  would  we 
have  ?  Is  life  so  dear  or  peace  so  sweet  as  to  be  purchased  [of  the 
paleface]  at  the  price  of  chains  and  slavery?"  And  I  fancy  that 
many  an  old  chief,  with  his  supreme  contempt  of  death  and  his  in- 
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tense  love  of  liberty,  closes  his  peroration  substantially  with  the 
same  idea,  "As  for  me  (and  mine),  give  me  liberty  or  give  me 
death."  Meanwhile  we,  like  Pilate  of  old,  have  stood  idly  by, 
washing  our  hands  in  innocent  blood,  and  forgetting  that  we  have 
not  given  him  time  to  adjust  himself  to  his  unaccustomed  environ- 
ment. With  the  blundering  but  accommodating  spirit  of  our  Ameri- 
can civilization,  we  have  given  him  death  every  time  ! 

Captain  Pratt  was  invited  to  speak :  — 


ADDRESS   OF   CAPTAIN   PRATT. 

Something  has  been  said  about  Indians  being  lazy.  I  will  give 
you  one  reason  why  they  are  lazy.  A  treaty  made  with  a  certain 
tribe  provided  that  these  Indians  should,  if  they  would  give  up  part 
of  the  lands  over  which  they  roamed,  have  houses,  agricultural  imple- 
ments, wagons,  harness,  cows,  etc.  Another  provision  of  the  treaty 
was  that  they  were  to  receive  rations  and  support  until  they  were 
able  to  support  themselves.  The  treaty  commission  said  to  them 
repeatedly :  "  You  are  all  men  of  judgment,  you  know  what  the  mak- 
ing of  a  treaty  with  the  United  States  government  means ;  and  we 
ask  you  fo  give  this  matter  your  serious  consideration.  The  ration 
is  a  large  one,  and  it  goes  on  till  you  are  perfectly  able  to  take  care 
of  yourselves.  The  provision  requires  that  these  rations  shall  be 
given  as  long  as  you  and  your  children  need  them.^^  "And," 
said  the  eager  commissioners,  "this  means  rations,  not  for  five 
years,  but  for  five  hundred  years,  if  necessary."  For  eighteen  years 
these  Indians  have  cost  the  government  over  a  million  and  a  half 
of  dollars  annually  for  support.  Do  you  wonder  that  they  are 
lazy  ? 

We  have  worked  on  all  the  Indians  along  these  lines  all  the  time, 
always  feeding,  always  giving,  never  enforcing  that  God-given, 
manhood-elevating,  first  decree, —  "  In  the  sweat  of  thy  face  shalt 
thou  eat  bread." 

One  of  the  gentlemen  talked  about  the  benefits  of  the  influx  of  the 
whites  among  the  Indians.  I  would  turn  the  sentiment  round,  and 
expatiate  on  the  greater  advantages  of  the  influx  of  Indians  among 
the  whites.  That  ends  the  problem.  The  other  prolongs  it.  There 
is  constant  talk  here  at  Mohonk  about  what  is  being  done  among  the 
Indians ;  but  seldom  ever  do  we  hear  of  turning  the  Indians  out 
among  the  whites,  where  they  can  have  a  real  chance  to  learn  and  be- 
come quickly  civilized. 

I  did  not  come  here  to  make  a  speech.  All  I  would  say  is  con- 
centrated in  a  brief  article  you  will  find  in  the  little  picture  book  I 
brought  here  and  distributed.  It  is  the  quintessence  of  my  thought 
on  this  subject.     You  can  see  in  the  pictures  and  in  what  I  say  the 
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practical  results  of  getting  Indians  among  the  whites.*  It  civilizes 
them  quickly.  They  take  on  industry,  and  become  productive  mem- 
bers of  our  communities  ;  and,  if  we  are  only  wise  enough  to  allow 
them  to  remain,  it  will  succeed  in  keeping  them  so  altogether.  Why 
should  these  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  people  be  forever 
shoved  out  and  away  from  us  in  communities  by  themselves  ? 

I  was  glad  to  hear  Senator  Dawes  say  that  the  government  of  the 
United  States  still  owns  even  the  allotted  land.  I  hope  it  will  own  it 
forever,  it  is  so  much  bother,  such  a  hindrance. 

After  taking  allotments  and  on  the  sale  of  their  unallotted  lands, 
recently  the  Nez  Percys  were  paid  over  three  hundred  dollars  per 
capita.  Hell  itself  could  not  contrive  more  bad  influences  than 
gathered  around  those  poor  Indians  when  they  received  that  money. 
It  was  a  picture  of  perdition.  It  is  so  everywhere  and  every  time, 
and  always  was  so  where  Indians  receive  per  capita  payments. 

Some  here  talk  about  Indian  parents  not  being  willing  to  have 
their  children  come  East.  One  reason  is,  if  the  children  are  absent 
from  the  reservation,  the  father  does  not  receive  their  allowance  of 
money,  rations,  etc. ;  but,  if  the  children  are  in  the  agency  school  or 
the  mission  school  at  the  agency,  the  parents  receive  their  portions. 
And  that  is  a  very  great  reason  why  they  do  not  want  the  children  to 
go  away.  If  the  children  go  away  to  school,  the  government  says  it 
will  take  care  of  their  money  and  let  them  have  it  later ;  and  it 
goes  to  the  treasury,  and  waits  until  the  children  are  old  enough  to 
claim  it. 

At  some  of  the  agencies,  if  the  children  go  to  the  agency  schools, 
the  parents  get  rations  for  the  children  the  same  as  though  the  chil- 
dren were  at  home,  and  at  the  same  time  the  children  are  fed  at  such 
agency  schools.  But,  if  they  go  to  Carlisle  or  some  other  school  off 
the  reservation,  the  extra  and  surplus  rations  to  parents  stop.  This 
of  course  has  large  influence  in  creating  prejudice  against  non-reser- 
vation schools. 

I  want  to  say  something  on  another  line.  Mohonk  continually 
gives  indorsement  to  civil  service.  On  a  former  occasion  I  wanted 
to  speak  of  the  disadvantages  of  civil  service,  and  the  chairman  of 
this  meeting  asked  me  not  to  do  it.  At  the  next  meeting  of  the 
board,  a  few  months  later  in  Washington,  Mr.  Theodore  Roosevelt, 
the  grand  mogul  of  civil  service,  was  to  speak ;  and  I  said  to  the 
chairman,  "Do  you  now  object  to  my* saying  something  on  civil 
service?"  He  replied,  "Captain,  take  my  advice,  and  let  civil  ser- 
^'  vice  alone,  or  it  will  prove  to  be  a  car  of  Juggernaut  to  you,  and  grind 

[  you  to  powder.'* 

I  sat  in  the  back  part  of  the  room  with  Commissioner  Browning ; 
t  and,  when  Mr.  Roosevelt  was  through,  I  said,  "  Judge,  you  ought  to 

fc  answer  that :  if  you  don't,  I  will."     The  Commissioner  said,  "  Sit 

i  still :  we  are  not  before  this  court."     And  I  let  it  go.     An  edict  goes 

out  every  year  from  here  about  civil  service,  based  on  ex-parte  testi- 
s' mony.  If  I  stay  to  vote  this  year,  you  will  unequivocally  count  my 
\  vote  against  any  proclamation  that  civil  service  is  a  benefit  to  the 
i^  Indian   service.      It   is   a  great   centralizer   of   power,    susceptible 

*  Report  of  the  Carlisle  school. 
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of  no  less  injury  to  the  service  and  oppression  to  those  in  office 
than  the  old  methods;  and  the  claim  that  favoritism  and  politi- 
cal influence  have  less  sway  is  not  true.  I  am  responsible  for  the 
school  at  Carlisle,  having  suggested  and  built  it  up  during  the  last 
sixteen  years.  I  am  not  now  allowed  to  know  anything  of  the 
character  or  qualities  of  the  persons  sent  to  help  me,  until  they  arrive 
at  the  school.  One  official  in  Washington  can  weaken  and  tear  down 
all  my  work,  and  make  success  impossible  by  sending  me  unfit  em- 
ployees, and  employees  inimical  to  my  work.  I  once  said  to  Presi- 
dent Gates,  "  You  would  not  manage  Amherst  College  on  civil  ser- 
vice principles."  He  replied,  "  No,  neither  would  I  on  the  spoils 
system."  The  records  will  show  that  some  of  those  who  continually 
champion  civil  service  here  recommend  more  people  for  the  Indian 
service  and  assume  to  know  better  who  should  be  Secretaries  of  the 
Interior,  Commissioners  of  Indian  Affairs,  Indian  agents,  superin- 
tendents of  schools,  etc.,  than  any  others  in  the  country.  The 
records  will  also  show  that  their  selections  are  not  less  faulty  than 
those  made  by  members  of  Congress  and  other  officials  elected  by 
the  people  to  attend  to  their  business.  I  never  joined  this  "  Indian 
Rights  Association  "  I 

Mr.  Smiley. —  You  had  better  do  it. 

Capt.  Pratt. —  No,  I  am  not  in  sympathy  with  their  methods  ; 
and  I  can  stand  alone. 

I  was  present  at  a  meeting  of  superintendents  in  Lawrence, 
Kan.,  where  there  were  thirty-six  Indian  Department  officials 
together.  General  Morgan  was  there.  They  were  disposed  to  think 
well  of  themselves ;  and  I  warned  them  that  a  change  of  administra- 
tion would  come  soon,  and  we  would  then  find  ourselves  to  be  a 
most  worthless  lot  of  fellows,  and  none  of  us  would  be  wanted.  I 
can  count  to-day  only  four  of  those  men  in  the  service.  And  this 
notwithstanding  the  alleged  protection  of  civil  service ! 

President  Gates. —  Civil  service  would  have  made  that  impos- 
sible. 

Capt.  Pra'it. —  These  oustings  were  made  under  civil  service. 
It  is  easy  to  bear  down,  and  make  people  tired.  Civil  service  does 
not  prevent  a  great  many  things  being  done  to  annoy  the  most  effi- 
cient officials  into  a  disgust  with  their  places.  Indeed,  in  itself  it  is 
calculated  to  do  just  that.  Why  not  have  the  Civil  Service  Commis- 
sion select  the  President's  cabinet  officers,  and  then  the  President 
also  ?  This  seems  the  only  logical  outcome.  It  is  to  me  a  danger- 
ous principle  for  America,  in  that  character,  force,  and  experience 
stand  no  chance  as  against  books.  It  says  the  nation  wants  no  more 
Lincolns.  In  my  humble  judgment,  no  better  qualified  and  safer  ser- 
vants to  the  republic  can  be  found  among  those  able  to  pass  the  test 
of  civil  service  examinations  than  can  be  found  among  those  who 
would  fail  in  such  examinations. 

Land  in  severalty  comes  up  here  constantly.  If  every  Indian 
could  take  care  of  his  own  rights  to  the  land  allotted,  there  would 
be  no  trouble.  Captain  Beck,  agent  for  the  Omahas  and  Winne- 
bagoes,  has  been  mentioned.     We  belong  to  the  same  regiment,  and 
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have  known  each  other  for  twenty-eight  years.  He  has  made  a  manly 
fight.  Captain  Beck  writes  that  it  is  a  matter  of  impossibility  to 
keep  track  of  the  allotments.  The  people  are  ignorant,  and  can't  do 
it  themselves.  So  the  agent  must  look  after  and  protect  the  rights  of 
each  allottee.  The  difficulties  are  innumerable;  and  he  begins  to 
think  the  best  way  will  be  to  wipe  the  allotments  all  out,  and  begin 
over  again. 

President  Gates. —  I  cannot  pass  unnoticed  any  implication  that  I 
had  ever  lost  my  faith  in  civil  service  reform.  I  stand  by  its  principles,, 
and  say  to  Captain  Pratt :  "  If  we  could  always  have  such  men  as 
you,  we  should  not  need  civil  service  reform.  We  should  trust  you 
to  choose  your  own  teachers ;  but,  if  we  let  one  do  it,  we  must  let 
all,  and  that  has  proved  most  disastrous." 

Mrs.  A.  S.  QuiNTON. —  I  did  not  expect  to  speak  on  the  topic  of 
the  morning,  yet  all  that  our  Association  has  done  for  Indians  is 
in  one  sense  educational.  I  am  sure  that  all  present  applaud  and 
give  thanks  for  the  great  work  which  has  been  done  by  Captain 
Pratt.  No  doubt  we  also  think  that  other  workers  have  been 
divinely  called  to  their  individual  work. 

I  am  to  refer  to  a  trip  of  several  months  in  California,  the  Pacific 
and  North-western  States ;  but,  of  course,  it  must  be  a  mere  reference. 
At  Potraro,  near  Banning  in  South  California,  and  at  Coahuilla,  where 
two  earnest  women  are  at  work,  one  as  a  government  teacher  and  the 
other  as  a  field  matron,  I  saw  marked  changes  and  improvements 
since  my  visit  four  years  ago.  A  new  spirit  of  industry  was  present, 
new  varieties  of  work  were  on  hand,  and  a  general  desire  to  get  on 
in  the  world  contrasted  encouragingly  with  the  apathy  seen  at  the 
former  date.  We  found  new  homes,  and  the  best  and  neatest  of  them  all 
was  one  built  at  Potraro  from  loan  funds  from  our  Association.  The 
small  farm  was  under  fence,  well  tilled,  with  a  garden  and  orchards 
and  even  ornamental  trees  about  the  comfortable  red-roofed  cottage  ; 
and  the  best  of  all  was  that  the  loan  is  nearly  all  returned  to  our 
treasury.  The  young  farmer,  Jos^  McGill,  was  a  thrifty,  ambitious 
man ;  and  he  and  others  there  showed  a  new  sense  of  manhood  and 
responsibility.  We  found,  too,  that  the  missionary  spirit  had  arisen 
in  their  hearts  ;  for  it  was  the  influence  of  one  or  more  of  these  men, 
accompanying  the  occasional  preaching  of  our  missionary,  Mr. 
Weinland,  which  had  moved  the  Indians  of  the  desert  beyond  to  ask 
for  a  missionary  family  to  live  and  labor  among  themselves.  The 
visit  to  those  desert  people  was  one  of  unique  interest.  The  glaring 
sand,  the  parching  heat,  the  absence  of  all  that  to  us  makes  life 
pleasant,  presented  a  scene  of  poverty  and  need  I  had  not  before 
met ;  and  we  hope  soon  to  be  enabled  to  open  a  mission  among  them. 

There  was  progress  also  at  Agua  Caliente.  The  first  thing  I 
noted  there  was  a  row  of  trees  planted  through  the  centre  of  the 
village, — a  clear  proof  of  thought  for  the  future  and  for  the  good  of 
other  people.  The  houses,  too,  had  new  glass  windows,  plank  floors 
instead  of  earth,  and  other  improvements.  There  were  evidences  of 
new  thought  and  spirit,  and  especially  was  this  seen  in  the  leaders 
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of  the  village.  Some  had  more  than  begun  to  think  for  themselves. 
One  said,  "  I  used  to  think  I  must  obey  in  everything :  now  I  find  I 
can  do  my  own  thinking."  Mr.  Smiley,  Mr.  Weinland,  Miss  Hoppock 
of  Redlands,  and  I  made  a  trip  among  the  government  schools  of 
South  California ;  and  nearly  everywhere  we  saw  evidence  of  progress, 
and  even  the  most  conservative  showed  signs  of  change.  So  we  are 
all  optimists.  As  Christians,  we  must  be  so  ;  for  the  great  Head  of  the 
Church  has  foretold  and  foreordained  the  millennium ;  and  there  is, 
therefore,  no  place  for  pessimism.  Among  the  significant  changes 
seen  in  this  last  visit  was  the  presence  of  a  mill,  obtained  and  intro- 
duced by  Miss  French,  the  field  matron,  and  Dr.  Hallowell,  at  Agua 
Caliente,  for  grinding  acorns,  by  which  in  twenty  minutes  the  laborious 
work  of  two  whole  days,  by  the  old  process,  could  be  done.  And 
this  mill  suggested  another  improvement.  The  grinding  was  found 
to  be  heavy  for  the  women  ;  and  so  the  men  volunteered  to  become 
the  millers  of  the  community,  as  with  us.  The  divine  blessing  is  on 
all  the  civilizing  work,  as  well  as  upon  that  called  mission  work ;  and 
we  must  be  broad  enough  in  spirit  to  applaud  all  good  work.  It  is 
possibly  right  to  glorify  our  own  portion  of  the  Master's  vineyard,  if 
we  feel  divinely  called  to  it ;  but  we  should  always  pause  just  before 
we  decry  the  fields  and  work  of  other  laborers  who  toil  for  him,  since 
"  he  hath  set  every  member  in  the  body  as  pleased  him."  All  work 
that  helps  humanity  is  sacred  work,  is  God's  work. 

There  are  difficult  questions  in  Indian  service,  and  one  is  the 
drink  question  ;  and  on  that  we  can  all  help  Commissioner  Browning's 
plans  for  securing  new  safeguards  for  Indians.  Another  serious 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  Indians  is  the  old  fiesta,  still  going  forward  in 
many  tribes, — a  scene  of  evil  gaming,  often  of  vice  and  debauchery; 
and  such  scenes  are  a  vast  hindrance  to  all  right  progress. 

Our  Greenville  School  in  Upper  California  has  outgrown  our 
financial  ability,  having  now  eighty-one  pupils ;  and  we  have  trans- 
ferred it  to  government  care  and  support,  with  the  hope  that  its 
enlargement  will  before  very  long  provide  for  the  three  hundred  or 
more  children  in  the  five  villages  adjacent.  The  visit  to  the  Spokane 
Indians  of  Washington  was  a  joyful  one.  General  Howard  procured 
for  them  their  reservation  a  few  years  ago ;  and  our  Rhode  Island 
auxiliary  last  year  opened  a  mission  school  there,  which  now  has  more 
than  fifty  pupils.  The  teacher  is  most  efficient,  a  Scotch  Canadian, 
Helen  W.  Clark ;  and  Chief  Lot  says  of  her  practical  genius,  "  She 
comes  in  with  a  board  under  her  arm,  and  presently  it  is  a  nice  table/' 
She  herself  made  the  stairs  to  the  attic  of  our  cottage  and  those  into 
the  cellar ;  and  she,  largely,  plastered  the  house.  Her  pupils  advance 
rapidly.  Forty-eight  of  the  fifty-six  have  this  year  learned  to  read, 
write,  sing,  and  speak  fairly  well  in  easy  English.  Commissioner 
Browning  said  here  that  we  women  have  helped  the  Indian  Office  not 
only  by  nominating  field  matrons,  but  by  giving  these  needed  helps 
on  the  field,  and  that  much  has  been  accomplished  by  them.  Yet, 
despite  all  proof  of  progress,  some  still  moan,  "  Where  is  the  good  V^ 
Such  need  to  have  their  expectations  converted.  How  can  we  expect 
a  more  rapid  rise  of  people  who  but  a  few  years  ago  were  at  the 
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very  bottom  of  civilization?  And  they  yet  lack  some  radical  and 
indispensable  helps.  They  have,  it  is  true,  a  standing  before  the  law ; 
but  they  must  have  a  practical  standing  in  some  court,  as  I  saw  at 
every  point  visited.  Till  white  men  have  fair  minds  toward  these 
people,  this  right  will  not  be  granted  them.  This  is  the  great  trouble 
with  the  Seminoles  of  Florida.  Yet  there  is  progress  even  there. 
When  we  began  work  there,  they  would  have  nothing  whatever  to  do 
with  the  United  States  government.  They  would  not  even  step  on 
government  soil.  *'  It  would  burn  our  feet,''  they  said.  Yet  recently 
at  our  mission  some  of  these  helped  to  run  up  our  flag,  and  joined 
in  the  shouts  and  genuine  hurrahs.  This  was  the  result  of  the 
winning  kindness  of  our  workers  among  them.  Such  Christian  love 
is  indispensable,  and  cannot  be  put  aside.  The  greatest  want  every- 
where now  among  Indians  is  for  fit  workers,  permanence  in  office, 
and  real,  not  merely  nominal,  Christianity  in  every  part  of  the  Indian 
service. 

Some  of  the  workers  are  bringing  in  their  sheaves.  Some  this 
year  have  passed  over  the  river  into  the  better  land.  Our  Association 
has  had  a  summer  of  deep  bereavement.  We  must  find  new  helpers. 
Will  you  not  share  our  work?  Though  we  have  had  the  joy  of 
opening  thirty-seven  new  mission  stations  in  twelve  years,  there  are 
still  thirty  tribes  without  the  gospel  in  this  Christian  land. 

Mrs.  C.  B.  Fisk  was  invited  to  speak. 

Mrs.  C.  B.  Fisk. —  I  suppose  you  want  to  hear  a  word  from  the 
mission  whose  servant  I  am, —  the  Woman's  Mission  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  I  will  speak  only  of  our  school  in  Alaska.  I 
might  say  of  it  as  the  old  colored  woman  said  of  herself,  **  Sometimes 
I'se  up,  sometimes  I'se  down,  sing  glory  hallelujah ! "  But  it  is  our 
work,  and  I  rejoice  to  tell  you  that  there  is  in  process  of  erection  a 
new  building  for  our  school  there.  An  evangelist,  lately  started 
round  the  world,  said  that  he  had  the  intention  of  having  all  the 
missionaries  that  he  met  write  their  names  on  the  American  flag  that 
he  carried ;  and  the  first  name  that  he  secured  was  that  of  one  of  our 
women  going  to  Unalaska.  I  asked  the  secretary  of  the  Bureau 
of  Indian  W^ork  in  Cincinnati  what  I  should  tell  the  friends  about 
the  work  under  her  care.  She  said,  **  Tell  them  that  it  is  progress- 
ing, that  we  are  going  forward."  The  hard  times  of  the  last  two 
years  have  hindered  our  progress ;  but  God  be  thanked  for  the  souls 
that  have  been  converted !  We  suff"er  from  the  liquor  question  more 
than  you  can  appreciate.  Liquor  is  brought  in  there  under  cover. 
It  is  put  into  kegs ;  and  the  kegs  are  put  into  barrels  packed  with 
something  else  and  wrongly  marked,  and  we  suff"er  from  that.  I  wish 
to  God  it  could  be  extirpated  from  the  land, —  this  liquor  business. 
There  are  men  enough  in  this  Conference  who,  if  they  would  set 
their  faces  as  flint  on  that  subject,  could  settle  it  for  the  country. 
But  we  never  know  how  much  we  can  accomplish  by  trying.  Many 
years  ago  my  husband  spoke  at  a  meeting,  and  advocated  as  strongly 
as  he  could  the  re-establishment   of   the   family   altar.     When    we 
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reached  our  own  home,  he  said,  "  I  do  not  believe  I  ever  spoke  with 
so  little  effect."  I  said  to  him,  "  You  have  spoken  as  best  you 
could :  leave  the  results  with  God."  From  that  meeting  there  grew 
up  a  revival,  as  we  Methodists  say,  and  a  re-establishment  of  family 
altars.  Do  not  let  any  of  us  be  discouraged.  Let  us  do  whatever 
we  find  to  do,  and  let  us  do  it  with  our  might ;  and  let  God  add  his 
blessing  for  his  name^s  sake. 

Miss  Ives. —  I  should  like  to  tell  you  a  little  about  our  organization 
of  young  people.  It  is  called  the  **  Young  People's  Department  of 
the  Woman's  National  Indian  Association."  The  idea  has  been  to 
instill  in  the  young  minds  that  the  Indian  is  a  brother,  and  that  he 
can  learn  to  work  and  labor  and  take  his  own  part  in  life's  struggle, 
and  to  ask  their  help  through  this  crisis.  The  object  is  to  form  a 
public  opinion  for  the  future.  Different  methods  have  been  em- 
ployed through  the  press  and  through  magazines  and  through  address- 
ing meetings  of  young  people  in  different  parts  of  the  country.  We 
work  through  existing  organizations, —  King's  Daughters,  Christian 
Endeavor  Societies,  Epworth  Leagues,  etc.  We  have  forty-four  States 
and  Territories  enlisted.  Many  of  the  young  people  are  studying 
Indian  history,  and  thousands  of  them  have  become  interested  in 
this  way.  We  have  incidentally  raised  about  $3,000  in  five  years. 
Two  years  ago  I  started  the  idea  of  Christmas  boxes,  not  with  the 
idea  so  much  of  helping  the  Indians  as  of  interesting  the  white 
people ;  but  I  found  that  it  was  a  great  inspiration  to  the  Indians  that 
people  so  far  off  should  think  of  them.  It  seemed  to  touch  their 
hearts.  Last  year  I  began  preparations  in  August  for  Christ- 
mas, working  up  to  Christmas  time.  I  appealed  in  the  different 
religious  weeklies;  and  I  hope  to  extend  the  work  to  distant  day- 
schools,  and  to  reach  at  least  six  thousand  scholars  this  year. 

Mrs.  Charles  A.  Eastman,  formerly  Miss  Elaine  Goodale,  was  in- 
vited to  speak. 


ADDRESS   OF   MRS.   EASTMAN. 

Mr.  Chairman^  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, —  My  friends  sometimes  ask 
whether  I  am  still  in  the  Indian  work.  I  believe  in  marriage  as  a 
vocation ;  and  I  am  not  now  in  the  Indian  work,  as  I  was  for  seven 
years,  but  only  as  a  wife  may  help  her  husband.  My  children  are 
my  sufficient  occupation.  What  I  like  about  the  Indian  woman  is 
that  she  is  so  womanly.  I  hope  it  will  be  a  long  time  before  she 
becomes  so  advanced  as  to  desire  any  better  career  than  that 
which  culminates  in  motherhood,  but  it  must  be  an  enlightened 
motherhood.  A  scientific  housekeeping  which  is  to  come  up  to  the 
measure  of  the  possibility  of  the  women  of  to-day,  and  the  best  edu- 
cation she  can  get,  are  none  too  good  for  her  own  special  work.  The 
Indian  woman  is  intensely  feminine,  but  she  develops  the  character- 
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istics  of  her  sex  in  three  quite  distinct  stages  of  her  life.  She  begins 
as  a  butterfly,  she  goes  on  as  a  loving  drudge,  and  she  ends  as  a 
feminine  autocrat.  The  Indian  young  girl  is  not  expected  to  do 
much  work.  She  is  expected  only  to  adorn  herself,  and  enjoy  the 
brief  summer  of  her  life.  When  she  becomes,  as  she  usually  does  at 
an  early  age,  a  wife  and  mother,  the  conditions  of  her  life  are  re- 
versed. She  is  then  the  last  served  at  the  table  of  life.  She  thinks 
of  husband,  children,  guests,  of  ever}'  one  before  herself.  She  is  a 
most  devoted,  self-effacing,  but  not  always  wise  mother. 

The  third  period  is  that  of  old  age.  The  grandmother  is  the  tyrant 
of  the  Indian  community, —  sharp,  shrill-voiced,  and  determined  al- 
ways to  have  the  last  word  ;  and,  if  that  last  word  is  not  for  progress, 
but,  as  it  usually  is,  for  the  old-time  thought,  she  becomes  a  barrier, 
a  real  hindrance  and  obstacle  in  the  way  of  civilization.  It  is  the 
grandmother  who  almost  invariably  predicts  an  early  death  for  the 
child  who  goes  to  school,  and  who  prophesies  every  misfortune  for 
those  who  accept  the  new  way.  She  is  invariably  suspicious  of  the 
white  man,  and  takes  no  pains  to  hide  her  dislike  of  him.  She  re- 
vives some  of  the  worst  features  of  the  old  Indian  life  in  her  songs, 
her  death-dirges  and  songs  upon  every  possible  occasion. 

Indian  women  are  beginning  already  to  feel  the  value  of  organiza- 
tion. Although  they  are  conservative,  as  we  perhaps  are  as  a  sex, 
still  they  are  approachable  and  receptive.  The  work  of  the  field 
matron  among  them  is  in  the  right  direction.  It  is  the  same  kind  of 
work  that  has  been  done  for  many  years  to  a  limited  extent  by  women 
missionaries  who  have  gone  among  the  Indian  women.  The  value 
of  it  depends  upon  the  character  of  the  woman ;  and,  unless  she  is 
wisely  chosen,  she  is  worse  than  useless.  In  the  churches  nearly  all 
the  Indian  women  with  whom  I  am  best  acquainted  are  organized 
into  women's  societies  connected  with  their  churches.  They  meet 
regularly,  and  by  the  labor  of  their  hands  they  raise  the  great  bulk  of 
the  funds  given  by  native  churches  for  the  support  of  their  pastors 
and  for  charitable  purposes.  They  raise  hundreds  and  thousands  of 
dollars  —  these  poor,  ignorant  women  —  by  their  own  work,  denying 
themselves  even  the  necessaries  of  life  to  give  to  their  ministers  and 
to  foreign  missions. 

There  is  one  other  class  of  the  Indian  community  which  must  be 
reached  if  the  great  work  of  transforming  the  social  and  moral  life  is 
to  go  on.  I  think  this  Conference  fully  realizes  the  necessity  of 
working  at  the  Indian  question  from  the  inside,  and  of  developing 
the  Indian  —  what  is  best  in  him  —  rather  than  by  putting  him  into 
something  from  without.  It  is  through  the  women  that  we  can  reach 
the  heart  of  the  people  ;  and  it  is  also  through  a  most  important  class 
of  the  community, —  the  young  men,  the  young  men  of  an  age  not 
to  be  gathered  into  the  schools,  and  those  whom  the  churches  find 
it  most  difficult  to  reach,  not  only  among  Indians,  but  among  our 
own  race.  They  seem  to  need  a  distinctive  work  for  themselves.  It 
seemed  to  me  when  I  lived  among  them,  as  I  did  for  several  years, 
that  it  was  most  pitiable  to  see  the  lack  of  ambition  and  of  action 
among  these  young  men ;  and  yet  there  was  a  real  longing  for  some- 
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thing  better.  The  blanket  Indian  would  be  seen  leaning  against  the 
fence  without  moving  for  half  an  hour  at  a  time,  perhaps  ogling  a 
girl  through  a  hole  in  his  blanket.  The  returned  student  would  be 
smoking  a  cigarette  in  the  trader*s  store,  hanging  over  the  counter. 
Yet  young  men  over  thirty  years  of  age  repeatedly  asked  to  be  taught 
English,  and  would  ask  news  from  the  world  outside.  They  were 
hungry  for  something  to  feed  them,  but  they  did  not  know  what  to 
eat.  And  those  who  had  been  to  school  felt  perhaps  even  more  in- 
tensely the  need  of  education. 

For  these  young  men  the  Yoimg  Men's  Christian  Associations 
are  doing  a  work  which  no  other  organization  has  done  or  can  do. 
Some  of  the  important  points  I  will  emphasize  as  I  think  of  them. 

First.  It  is  a  work  which  the  Indian  young  men  can  do  for  them- 
selves. It  is  not  something  which  somebody  else  has  to  do  for  them. 
They  are  to  be  started  in  the  way  of  self-reliant  manhood.  They,  are 
to  organize,  and  to  realize  their  strength  by  organization.  They 
are  to  learn  both  mutual  helpfulness  and  to  stand  alone. 

Second.  The  work  is  one  which  appeals  to  the  Indian  peculiarly, 
because  it  is  more  in  the  line  of  his  own  thought  and  capabilities 
than  many  other  phases  of  work.  In  a  general  way  we  realize  that 
our  civilization  is  alien  to  Indian  thought.  In  many  phases  it  is 
positively  repulsive  to  him ;  and  it  takes  a  long,  long  time  to  overcome 
that.  But,  if  we  can  make  it  appeal  to  him  by  showing  how  it  an- 
swers to  certain  phases  of  his  own  past  which  were  admirable  in 
themselves,  and  bring  out  certain  characteristics  in  him  which  are 
good,  is  not  that  so  much  gain  ?  The  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciations can  do  these  things  in  the  Indian  community.  The  old 
Indian  community  was  divided  into  classes, — the  young  men  and  the 
old  men,  the  young  women  and  the  old  women.  They  were  distinct 
classes,  and  were  all  served  apart.  The  young  men  are  a  class  by 
themselves,  and  in  treating  them  by  themselves  much  can  be  done. 
It  appeals  to  them,  and  they  like  it. 

Third.  Physical  culture  is  made  a  strong  feature  of  the  Indian 
work,  and  nothing  is  more  needed. 

Fourth.  It  is  broadening  to  them  in  every  way.  It  swallows  up 
those  petty  sectarian  divisions  into  one  great  Christian  evangelical 
thought.  It  is  broadening  because  it  includes  in  one  organization 
the  members  of  different  tribes  of  Indians,  and  a  good  many  have 
been  included  already.  It  is  broadening  because,  best  of  all,  it  in- 
cludes them  in  the  great  body  of  young  men  who  belong  to  these 
associations,  because  the  Indian  Young  Men's  Christian  Association 
is  a  branch  of  the  International  Young  Men's  Christian  Association ; 
and  they  feel  that  they  are  one  with  the  other  young  men  of  this  and 
of  every  country. 


95 
THE  INDIAN  TERRITORY. 

BY    HON.    H.    L.    DAWES. 

Mr.  Chairman^  Ladies  and  Gentlemen^ — The  question  concerning 
the  Indian  Territory  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  that  ever  claimed 
any  portion  of  the  time  of  this  Convention.  It  is  one  which  is  going 
to  force  itself  on  your  attention  for  the  most  serious  consideration. 

The  Indian  Territory  is  a  tract  of  country  now  as  large  as  the 
State  of  Indiana.  It  was  until  within  a  few  years  twice  that  size ; 
but  Oklahoma,  a  new  Territory,  has  been  taken  off  from  its  western 
side,  and  is  hurrying  on  to  be  a  State  of  this  Union  as  fast  as  it  can. 
The  Indian  Territory  is  five  times  the  size  of  the  State  in  which  I 
live.  It  is  richer  in  all  the  prospects  of  a  State  than  any  other  tract 
of  equal  size  which  it  has  been  my  fortune  to  know  about  in  this 
country. 

I  wish  I  had  time  to  explain  its  political  status  to  you.  It  is  just  as 
if  a  single  county  of  this  State  —  Oneida,  for  instance  —  was  a  govern- 
ment by  itself,  independent  of  the  State  of  New  York  and  of  the  United 
States,  with  authority  to  elect  its  own  chief  magistrate,  its  own  mem- 
bers of  the  legislature,  set  up  its  own  judiciary,  enact  its  own  laws, 
govern  itself  as  if  there  were  no  State  of  New  York  all  around  it, 
no  United  States  over  it,  or  any  other  flag  but  its  own  representing 
its  power.  Not  only  that,  but  suppose  four  other  counties  right 
about  it  had  the  same  authority,  each  one  of  them  an  independent 
power,  maintaining  its  own  government  in  all  details,  and  having  no 
dependence  either  on  the  government  of  New  York,  the  government 
of  the  United  States,  or  upon  each  other, —  five  independent  king- 
doms, with  no  dividing  line,  only  an  imaginary  one,  separating  them 
from  the  State  of  New  York,  from  each  other,  or  from  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States. 

In  the  centre  of  the  United  States  there  are  five  independent  king- 
doms lying  close  together,  each  of  these  governments  owning  all  the 
soil  within  the  borders,  but  without  one  of  the  people  who  live  there 
having  the  slightest  title  in  fee  to  a  single  foot  of  the  Territory.  Add 
to  this  the  fact  that  they  stand  in  such  relation  to  the  United  States 
as  to  be  not  under  the  slightest  obligation  to  return  to  the  United 
States  any  criminal  who  shall  take  refuge  within  their  borders,  and 
that  there  can  go  out  from  within  this  Territory  any  brigand  who  has 
found  shelter  there,  to  prey  upon  the  peace,  person,  and  property  of 
any  individual  outside  the  borders.  That  is  the  political  status  of 
the  Indian  Territory  to-day  ;  and,  if  there  were  no  other  consideration, 
if  there  were  no  other  reasons  that  could  be  piled  up  back  of  all  this, 
I  have  only  to  ask  you,  sensible,  reasonable  citizens  of  this  common 
country,  if  you  understand  what  all  that  means.  I  ask  you.  How  long 
can  such  a  condition  of  things  stand  ?  There  can  be  but  one  answer. 
It  must  end.  It  is  not  necessary  to  bring  a  single  argument  beyond 
that  which  describes  the  political  status  of  this  Territory,  and  its 
relation  to  the  United  States,  to  secure  the  answer,  that  such  a  con- 
dition of  things  cannot  last. 
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How  best  can  such  an  anomaly  in  the  United  States  be  done  away 
with?  It  is  a  condition  of  things  that  the  United  States  itself 
created.  The  United  States  granted  to  the  Cherokee  Nation  first, 
and  to  the  other  four  so-called  civilized  tribes,  the  power  to  govern 
themselves  without  interference  or  control  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States ;  and  there  has  grown  up  since  that  grant  the  condition  of 
things  which  I  have  tried  to  point  out  to  you.  I  have  spoken  just 
as  I  might  have  spoken  if  those  who  people  that  Territory  were  the 
best  citizens  that  could  be  found  in  this  broad  land.  That  would 
not  alter  these  considerations  of  which  I  have  been  speaking.  It 
would  be  just  as  certain,  if  they  were  law-abiding  citizens  within  those 
borders,  that  such  a  condition  of  things  must  pass  away, —  that  there 
can  be  but  one  general  government  for  the  multiplied  States  of  this 
Union  wherever  the  flag  floats. 

But  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  this  cannot  stand  upon  these  abstract 
terms.  A  concrete  condition  of  things  in  this  Territory  has,  alas! 
grown  up,  built  up  by  this  anomalous  condition  of  government,  such 
as  to  demand  of  itself  that  all  the  law-abiding  and  peace-loving  and 
Christian  people  of  this  land  should  rise  up,  and  say  that  it  must 
cease. 

Others  can  tell  you  —  to  whom  I  must  yield  —  better  than  I  can, 
perhaj5s  better  than  I  could  if  I  had  not  been  there,  and  better  than 
I  can  under  any  circumstances,  because  they  can  command  a  power 
before  you  that  I  do  not  possess,  the  most  deplorable  condition  of 
things  that  by  degrees  has  been  springing  up  there  under  the  idea 
which  governed  the  United  States  sixty  years  ago,  that  the  best  way 
to  civilize  the  Indian  was  to  absolutely  isolate  him.  That  was  the 
fundamental  idea  that  controlled  the  United  States  when  it  set  up 
these  five  kingdoms  away  out  there  upon  the  border.  With  a  disposi- 
tion to  make  atonement  for  its  own  outrages  upon  the  Cherokees 
when  they  were  driven  out  from  Georgia,  they  covenanted  with  that 
people  that  they  should  be  set  out  in  this  place,  and  permitted  to  gov- 
ern themselves  forever.  The  United  States  covenanted  with  them 
that  every  white  man  should  be  kept  out  of  their  borders,  that  their 
hands  should  be  kept  off  from  them,  and  that  there,  in  absolute  isola- 
tion, they  might  show  the  world  that  the  Indian  could  develop  a  civil- 
ization that  would  be  a  pattern  to  us.  That  is  the  rhetoric  of  the 
record  that  produced  this  condition  of  things. 

We  have  no  occasion  to  criticise  our  fathers  for  what  they  did  in 
this  regard  seventy  years  ago.  They  were  bound  to  give  these  peo- 
ple at  that  time  the  best  government  then  existing  conditions  made 
possible.  But  this  is  a  continuing  obligation,  and  we  are  under  just 
as  much  obligation  to-day  to  give  them  the  best  government  present 
conditions  make  possible.  Their  government  is  of  our  creation,  and 
derives  all  its  authority  from  us ;  and  we  are  responsible  for  its  char- 
acter and  administration.  Now  present  conditions  not  only  make 
a  better  government  possible,  but  make  the  continuance  of  the  pres- 
ent state  of  affairs  no  longer  possible.  We  cannot  escape  the  obli- 
gation to  give  them  a  better  government  than  they  now  have. 

A  short  time  ago  I  saw  down  in  that  Territory  a  venerable,  white- 
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headed  old  lady,  the  daughter  of  that  Rev.  Samuel  Worcester  who 
was  sent  to  the  penitentiary  for  teaching  Indian  children  to  read  the 
Bible ;  and  she  told  me  that,  when  the  United  States  opened  up  this 
country  to  the  Indians,  she  and  her  father  and  other  families  were 
some  forty  days,  I  think,  on  the  journey  from  Georgia  to  the  Indian 
Territory.  Now  I  can  reach  that  point  in  forty-eight  hours  from  my 
home,  which  is  four  times  the  distance.  Then  there  were  no  people 
within  hundreds  of  miles  of  that  part  of  the  country.  Now  it  is 
surrounded  by  great  States,  and  the  emigration  from  the  four  States 
around  them  pours  in  upon  them  like  four  great  floods  ;  and  there  is 
no  power  or  law  or  government  that  can  resist  it.  Although  we 
have  covenanted  with  those  Indians  that  no  white  man  shall  come 
into  that  country,  there  are  to-day  300,000  white  residents  in  that 
Territory  against  54,000  Indians  of  all  classes.  More  than  four- 
fifths  of  these  have  come  in  by  invitation  of  the  Indians  themselves. 
About  one-fifth  are  called  intruders.  All  the  rest  have  come  in 
there,  first,  because  the  Indians  could  not  help  their  coming  in,  and, 
second,  because  they  could  not  get  along  without  them.  There  are, 
as  I  say,  300,000  white  people  there  without  title  in  a  single  foot  of 
the  soil,  without  the  slightest  right  to  enter  any  of  their  courts,  or  to 
appeal  to  any  of  their  laws  for  protection.  There  are  30,000  white 
children  of  school  age,  excluded  by  law,  lock,  and  key  from  the 
door  of  every  one  of  their  school-houses ;  and  they  are  unable  to  get 
education  except  by  private  contribution.  These  white  people  have 
come  in  there,  however,  and  brought  in  thousands  and  millions  of 
dollars  of  capital,  and  built  up  towns.  The  churches  have  come  in 
there  with  their  missionary  work.  The  Presbyterians,  the  Baptists, 
the  Congregationalists,  the  Catholics  with  their  seminaries,  have  all 
come  in,  and  built  up  churches  on  some  one's  else  land.  They  can 
stay  there  so  long,  no  longer,  as  those  who  command  the  soil  say 
they  may.  The  town  there  in  which  I  lived  for  six  months,  a  town 
of  2,500  inhabitants,  has  no  town  government,  has  no  police  officers, 
has  no  town  organization  at  all ;  but  it  has  warehouses  and  stores, 
and  an  accumulation  of  capital  of  immense  value.  And  this  Indian 
government  can  extend  over  the  white  people  who  built  the  town  no 
power,  control,  or  protection.  A  riot  might  break  out  there  to-night, 
and  there  would  be  no  power  to  prevent  its  sweeping  over  the  place 
like  a  conflagration  that  would  blot  the  town  out  of  existence. 

A  town  of  5,000  inhabitants  has  sprung  up  in  the  cotton  district, 
with  a  cotton  mart.  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  in  trade,  but 
those  who  built  up  the  town  are  there  with  no  other  title  but  per- 
mission. 

I  will  not  talk  to  you  in  detail  about  the  manner  in  which  the  laws 
are  administered.  Let  me  say,  however,  that,  of  the  54,000  people 
who  go  by  the  name  of  Indians,  there  are  34,000  or  thereabout  who 
are  real  Indians  ;  and  that  is  all.  The  others  are  mixed  blood,  white 
Indians,  white  people  who,  by  marriage  with  Indians  or  by  adoption, 
have  become  Indian  citizens.  And,  by  virtue  of  that  superior  knowl- 
edge and  training  which  the  white  man  has,  they  have  possessed 
themselves  of  these  five  independent  governments  from  which  the 
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That  is  the  condition  of  things  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  and  Congress  saw  plainly  could  not  continue ;  and  they  cre- 
ated a  commission  to  send  down  there,  that  was  instructed  to  go 
and  reason  with  these  men,  the  President  feeling  that  the  obligations 
of  the  treaty  by  which  we  granted  this  power  to  them  were,  if  possi- 
ble, to  be  observed,  and  that  these  men  were  to  be  persuaded  to 
give  up  this  land,  and  take  i6o  acres  each  in  the  place  of  those 
large  tracts.  This  commission  has  been  down  there  a  year  and  a 
half,  trying  to  persuade  these  people  that  it  will  be  a  good  thing  to 
make  the  change.  When  I  went  to  this  man  who  had  30,000  acres, 
and  tried  to  persuade  him  to  exchange  them  for  160  acres,  he 
looked  up,  smiled,  and  said,  "  Don't  you  think  I  would  be  a  fool  to 
do  it  ? " 

That  is  the  condition  of  things,  and  the  time  has  come  when  the 
government  of  the  United  States  must  take  this  matter  into  its  own 
hands ;  and  you  people  who  have  the  care  of  the  Indians,  as  some 
have  the  care  of  the  churches,  on  your  hands,  have  34,000  pure- 
blooded  Indians  down  there  on  the  mountains,  crowded  out  of  all 
their  rights,  destitute  of  all  the  privileges  and  advantages  of  civiliza- 
tion and  Christianity.  And  they  will  continue  to  be  in  this  condi- 
tion unless  yoti  take  hold  of  the  matter. 


THE   INDIAN   TERRITORY. 

BY    HON.    T.    J.    MORGAN. 

Mr,  Chairman^  Ladies  and  Gentlemen^ —  I  approach  the  discussion 
of  any  phase  of  the  Indian  question  with  fear  and  trembling.  It  has 
baffled  our  best  philosophy  for  a  hundred  years.  It  is  a  question 
involving  the  civilization  of  uncivilized  people,  the  relation  of  a 
subject  race  to  a  conquering  race,  the  mixing  of  races  that  are  en- 
tirely unlike,  the  relation  of  the  government  to  its  subjects,  so  that 
it  is  a  complex  problem  not  to  be  solved  by  declamation  or  by  the 
wisdom  of  school-boys.  It  is  a  question  to  be  solved  by  the  wisdom 
of  the  nation.  Each  of  the  Indian  reservations  presents  its  own 
problem  :  no  two  are  alike.  It  is  impossible  for  us  to  legislate  or 
theorize  satisfactorily  as  to  "what  we  shall  do  with  the  Indians," 
unless  we  take  up  each  tribe  and  reservation  separately,  and  discuss 
the  situation  as  we  find  it  there. 

The  question  now  is.  What  shall  we  do  with  the  Indians  in  the 
Indian  Territory  ?  I  can  only  indicate  my  thought  in  the  ten  minutes 
which  I  am  expected  to  occupy.  I  agree  with  the  conclusion  of 
Senator  Dawes,  that  the  United  States  government  must  take  this 
matter  in  hand.  I  had  the  honor  to  recommend  the  appointment 
of  this  Commission  to  the  Indian  Territory,  and  made  the  suggestion 
that  Senator  Dawes,  who  has  been  interested  in  this  question  for 
many  years,  should  be  at  the  head  of  it ;  but  I  do  not  know  how  far 
my  suggestion  had  weight. 
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The  Indian  Territory  presents  an  anomalous  condition  that  must 
be  grappled  with  heroically.  We  are  met  by  the  statement  that  we 
are  under  treaty  obligations  with  these  people  to  preserve  their  inde- 
pendence. The  answer  to  that  is  that  the  conditions  under  which 
that  treaty  was  made,  more  than  fifty  years  ago,  have  so  totally 
changed  that  the  provisions  made  by  the  treaty  are  scarcely  appli- 
cable to-day.  But  we  are  told  that  these  people  are  nations,  having 
the  rights  of  nations.  I  think  that  that  very  statement  is  its  own 
answer.  There  can  be  but  one  nation  within  the  territory  of  the 
United  States.  There  is  no  philosophy,  no  philanthropy,  no  senti- 
mentalism,  that  can  justify  the  maintenance  of  the  anomalous  condi- 
tion of  the  five  **  nations,"  with  the  right  to  declare  war,  to  make 
peace,  to  erect  boundaries,  to  establish  custom-houses,  to  maintain 
armies,  to  parade  before  us  as  nations  with  all  the  rights  that  pertain 
to  nationality.  It  is  an  absurdity,  and  we  may  as  well  treat  it  as 
such.  But  it  is  said  that  these  people  have  an  autonomy  of  their  own 
which  they  have  built  up,  and  that  we  should  have  respect  for  that 
Yes ;  and  yet  the  facts  are  that  the  autonomy  of  these  five  peoples 
does  not  meet  the  necessity  of  their  own  case.  You  say,  then,  Indian 
civilization  is  a  failure  ?  Partially  so,  at  least.  The  fact  that  there 
are  three  hundred  thousand  white  people  within  the  limits  of  that 
Territory,  without  law,  without  any  relation  to  the  Indian  government, 
and  by  that  anomolous  treaty  without  any  relation  to  the  United 
States  government,  is  a  tremendous  factor  that  must  be  recognized. 
If  you  say  the  United  States  is  under  obligation  to  drive  them  out, 
the  answer  is  twofold.  A  large  number  of  these  white  people  were 
invited  by  the  Indians,  and  have  acquired  tribal  rights  with  the 
nations ;  and,  again,  there  are  multitudes  of  young  people  bom  into 
that  condition  of  things  by  which  they  have  acquired  certain  rights 
that  cannot  be  disregarded  by  the  government  of  the  United  States. 
I  tried  to  expel  those  intruders,  but,  after  trial,  I  made  up  my  mind 
that  it  could  probably  not  be  done ;  and  so  we  must  recognize  this 
tremendous  factor  of  three  hundred  thousand  white  people  living 
within  the  Territory  without  the  protection  of  the  flag,  and  not  sub- 
ject to  the  laws  of  the  country. 

Because  the  condition  of  things  is  so  anomalous  that  it  is  irrecon- 
cilable with  any  philosophy  of  our  national  life,  and  because  the 
government  of  the  Indians  has  proved  inadequate  to  meet  the  neces- 
sities of  the  case,  because  the  progress  of  these  people  cannot  go  on 
under  the  present  condition,  because  the  march  of  civilization  and 
intercourse  between  Kansas  on  the  north  and  Texas  on  the  south, 
and  between  Arkansas  on  the  east  and  the  Territories  on  the  west,  is 
obstructed  by  the  present  condition  of  things,  so  that  it  is  a  check 
and  hindrance  to  the  development  of  our  national  life,  the  time  has 
come,  I  think,  when  the  solution  of  the  problem  must  be  reached. 
I  would  give  them  time,  I  would  not  be  in  a  hurry ;  but  I  would  set 
before  them  the  advantages  of  Statehood  in  contrast  to  their  present 
government,  and,  if  they  will  not  consent  to  make  the  change  volun- 
tarily, I  see  nothing  left  for  us  but  to  make  the  change  in  wisdom,  in 
justice  to  all,  in  prudence,  in  patience,  in  kindliness,  but  to  maJk^  it. 
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so  that  the  Indian  Territory  shall  eventually  become  a  State,  with  all 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  a  State,  so  that  the  Indian  children  and 
the  white  children  growing  up  shall  have  the  advantages  of  educa- 
tion and  the  protection  of  law,  so  that  they  shall  eventually  take 
part  in  the  administration  of  their  own  government,  and  shall  be- 
come American  citizens,  sharing  in  all  the  rights,  privileges,  and 
responsibilities  of  citizenship.  It  is  a  hard  and  perplexing  case.  If 
this  is  done,  it  will  excite  criticism,  and  will  give  occasion  for  a  great 
many  reflections  upon  the  willingness  of  the  United  States  to  make 
treaties  only  to  break  them.  But,  as  far  as  I  am  able  to  study  the 
problem  from  a  distance,  I  am  convinced  that  the  time  is  speedily 
coming  when  for  their  sake,  and  for  the  sake  of  thousands  about 
them,  for  the  sake  of  the  untold  numbers  who  may  find  homes 
within  the  border  of  the  Territory,  for  the  sake  of  our  own  national 
credit, — the  time,  I  say,  is  speedily  coming  when  the  present  condition 
of  things  must  pass  away,  and  when  there  must  be  first  a  Territorial 
and  then  a  State  government  for  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  Indian 
Territory. 

Prof.  Morse. —  Has  not  the  treaty  been  virtually  violated  by  the 
Indians  themselves  ? 

Mr.  Smiley. —  Senator  Dawes  showed  that  it  had  been. 
Prof.  Morse. —  The  treaty  then  has  really  been  abrogated. 


Adjourned  at  i  p.m. 


Friday  Night,  October  xi. 


The  Conference  was  called  to  order  at  8  p.m.,  after  singing.     Dr. 
Thompson  was  asked  to  speak. 


ADDRESS  OF  REV.  CHARLES  L.  THOMPSON,  D.D. 

Though  not  especially  a  worker  on  the  Indian  problem,  I  suppose 
I  have  a  little  right  to  enjoy  the  advantages  of  this  Conference.  I 
almost  grew  up  among  the  Indians.  As  a  little  boy  in  Wisconsin, 
the  Menominees  and  other  Indians  were  right  around  us;  and  I 
knew  them  as  shiftless,  worthless,  and  lazy,  and,  thanks  to  the  prox- 
imity of  the  white  people,  generally  drunken.  Later  I  followed  the 
tracks  of  Marquette  from  Green  Bay  to  the  Portage,  and  from  the 
Portage  to  the  Mississippi,  along  that  road  where  two  hundred  years 
before  he,  with  the  zeal  of  an  apostle,  had  blazed  his  way  through 
the  untracked  wilderness,  to  carry  the  gospel  with  a  zeal  that  has 
hardly  been  surpassed  since  the  days  of  the  great  apostle.  But 
there  is  nothing  left  to  tell  of  his  labors  save  here  and  there  a  lean- 
ing or  fallen  crucifix,  to  show  that  once  upon  a  time  the  steps  of  a 
missionary  of  Jesus  Christ  hallowed  that  wilderness  where  still  igno- 
rance and  barbarism  prevail,  teaching  us  that  even  the  enthusiasm 
of  apostolic  zeal  is  not  sufficient  to  eradicate  the  habits  of  genera- 
tions or  build  the  new  life  of  the  Indian.  Not  many  years  ago  I  was 
travelling  in  the  Indian  Territory.  I  stayed  one  night  at  a  comfort- 
able house  while  waiting  for  trains.  The  parlor  was  carpeted. 
There  were  comfortable  chairs,  a  cabinet  organ,  and  a  young  lady 
who  could  play  it, —  all  the  signs  of  moderate  education  and  domestic 
comfort.  The  people  who  thus  took  me  in  were  Indians,  who  had 
been  trained  in  Christian  schools  and  by  the  ministry  of  Christian 
teachers.  My  experience  from  the  days  of  my  boyhood,  when  I  was 
surrounded  by  uncivilized  Menominees,  through  the  wilderness  of 
Wisconsin,  where  Marquette  preached  a  gospel  whose  echoes  were 
lost  in  the  night  of  heathenism,  to  the  day  when  I  saw  an  educated 
Christian  Indian  family,  taught  me  what  has  been  emphasized  in  this 
Conference,  what  should  always  be  emphasized  in  every  conference 
of  people  working  for  the  Indian  or  for  the  white,  what  took  possession 
of  Mr.  Smiley  when  in  this  magnificent  temple  of  God  he  conceived 
and  sent  out  to  the  world  the  idea  that,  if  you  want  to  save  the 
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Indian  people  of  the  United  States,  you  must  save  them  by  reform- 
ing them,  building  symmetrically  from  the  centre  of  their  being, 
making  them  new  men  in  Christ  Jesus  by  the  force  of  his  gospel, 
and  by  Christian  education  along  with  the  gospel.  We  must  take 
the  Bible  in  one  hand  and  the  spelling-book  in  the  other,  and  go 
into  the  wilds  as  the  incarnation  of  Jesus  Christ.  There  is  no  other 
specific  for  solving  the  Indian  problem.  Is  it  obscure  and  difficult  ? 
Somewhat.  There  are  lots  of  ways  suggested  for  solving  it.  Give 
the  Indians  a  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and  it  is  settled,  say  some ; 
but  that  is  not  sufficient.  Bring  the  Indians  out,  and  put  them  down 
in  Carlisle,  and  surround  them  with  white  people.  That  is  another 
solution.  It  recalls  an  incident  that  once  occurred  in  the  life  of 
Bishop  Whipple,  when,  on  leaving  a  wigwam  for  a  brief  excursion, 
he  said  to  his  Indian  friend,  **Will  it  be  safe  to  leave  my  things 
here  ? "  The  Indian  replied,  "  Perfectly :  there  isn't  a  white  man 
within  a  hundred  miles."  Not  one  of  these  specifics  alone  solves  the 
Indian  problem.  You  must  work  from  the  heart  of  the  Indian  out. 
When  Mohonk  became  the  centre  for  a  great  moral  propulsion,  it 
became  the  centre  for  the  solution  of  the  Indian  problem.  Precisely 
as  the  idea  has  gained  strength  that  it  is  a  moral  question,  that  it  is 
a  question  affecting  the  rebuilding  of  the  man,  there  has  been  suc- 
cess. When  we  have  found  men  and  women  who,  like  Jesus,  are 
willing  to  carry  the  gospel,  men  and  women  who  are  willing  to  open 
the  school-house,  then,  and  not  till  then,  are  we  on  the  road  for  the 
hopeful  solution  of  this  problem.  I  say  to  you.  Let  not  your  hearts 
be  discouraged  about  this  final  and  glorious  solution  of  the  problem. 
If  a  personal  reference  may  be  excused,  let  me  say  that  a  man  like 
Dr.  Eastman  shows  us  what  a  trained,  disciplined  Indian  character 
can  become  by  the  gospel  of  Christ.  The  time  is  coming,  and  is 
not  far  off,  when  from  the  far-off,  desolate  field  of  Point  Barrow  in 
Alaska,  without  light,  without  warmth,  without  aspiration,  without 
hope,  down  to  the  Everglades  of  Florida,  we  shall  see  not  "  tribes," 
but  Christian  men  and  women.  And  the  time  is  coming  when  the 
anomaly  of  the  Indian  Territory  will  be  blotted  out,  and  Christian 
men  and  women  in  Christian  citizenship  shall  enjoy  there  the  immu- 
nities and  rights  of  the  Christian  republic. 

President  Julius  D.  Dreher,  of  Roanoke  College,  Salem,  Va., 
who  was  next  introduced,  spoke  substantially  as  follows :  — 

The  work  we  have  been  doing  at  Roanoke  College  for  some 
twenty-five  years,  for  the  higher  education  of  Choctaws,  to  which 
President  Gates  has  so  kindly  referred,  would  hardly  entitle  me  to 
claim  any  of  the  valuable  time  of  this  Conference,  attended,  as  it  is, 
by  so  many  veterans  in  the  work  of  Indian  education.  But  I  have 
long  felt  a  deep  interest  in  this  subject ;  and  that  interest  has  been 
quickened  by  a  visit  to  the  Indian  Territory,  by  contact  with  the 
Choctaws  at  Roanoke  College,  and  by  attendance  on  two  meetings  of 
this  Conference.  I  have  been  deeply  impressed  by  the  addresses 
and   proceedings  of   the   present   meeting.     The   earnest   spirit   of 
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Christian  consecration  manifested  has  made  a  most  favorable  impres- 
sion, as  it  did  four  years  ago ;  and,  as  I  think  of  the  consecrated 
purpose  of  the  workers,  and  of  the  matchless  natural  beauty  of 
Mohonk,  I  cannot  help  feeling  that,  in  a  special  sense,  we  are  here 
basking  in  "  the  smile  of  the  Great  Spirit,"  as  we  discuss  measures 
for  the  welfare  of  his  children  of  the  forest  and  the  plain.  While 
intensely  interested  in  the  discussions,  highly  gratified  by  the  progress 
reported  from  various  parts  of  the  wide  field,  and  greatly  encouraged 
to  hope  for  better  things  from  the  friendly  attitude  of  the  government, 
I  confess  to  a  sense  of  shame  and  humiliation  in  the  reflection  that 
the  greatest  hindrance  to  the  elevation  of  the  Indian  is  to  be  found 
in  the  dishonesty,  greed,  and  rapacity  of  white  men  in  dealing  with 
our  red  brethren.  As  we  listen  to  the  stories  of  these  wrongs,  these 
robberies,  it  seems  that,  notwithstanding  the  multiplicity  of  societies 
in  our  day,  we  need  one  more, —  a  society  for  the  encouragement  of 
the  homely  virtue  of  common  honesty.  Some  time  last  year  I  heard 
Dr.  Daniel  Dorchester,  formerly  Commissioner  of  Indian  Schools, 
say  in  Boston  that,  so  honest  are  the  Indians  in  dealing  with  each 
other,  even  children  in  going  to  school  will  pass,  day  after  day, 
melon  patches,  and  never  enter  one  to  take  a  melon.  More  than  that, 
they  will  not  take  a  melon  from  a  vine  that  has  grown  through  an 
opening  in  the  fence,  and  borne  fruit  almost  in  the  public  highway. 
These  are  the  people  we  are  trying  to  civilize.  A  missionary  from 
Japan  told  us  in  Salem,  Va.,  only  last  Sunday,  that  we  have  much  to 
learn  from  the  people  of  that  enlightened  nation,  especially  empha- 
sizing their  scrupulous  honesty,  and  informing  his  audience  that 
along  the  less  frequented  roads  of  Japan,  ^here  the  travel  is  not 
sufficient  to  support  inns,  the  farmers  place  by  the  roadside  baskets 
of  fruit  and  cakes,  with  little  placards  giving  the  price  of  each 
article,  and  a  small  box  to  receive  the  money  of  the  passing 
travellers,  who  are  trusted  to  pay  for  what  they  take,  while  others 
are  trusted  not  to  carry  away  basket  and  money.  And  these  are  the 
people  we  call  heathen  1  In  Africa  we  are  told  that  a  large  company 
of  native  carriers  may  be  trusted  to  transport  on  their  shoulders 
packages  of  goods  far  into  the  interior;  and,  although  different 
carriers  need  to  be  secured  from  each  tribe  whose  territory  must  be 
crossed,  and  the  line  of  carriers  may  be  scattered  for  many  miles,  and 
that,  too,  without  guards,  the  packages,  nevertheless,  are  all  finally 
delivered  intact  at  their  destination.  And  these  are  the  people  we 
call  barbarians  !  Surely  there  is  need  of  teaching  our  people  honesty, 
especially  in  their  dealings  with  their  weaker  brethren,  the  red  men, 
who  have  not  yet  learned  enough  of  our  civilization  to  protect  them- 
selves against  the  dishonesty  and  rapacity  of  unprincipled  white  men. 
This  afternoon  on  Reservoir  Hill  some  of  us  participated  in  a  very 
simple  but  significant  ceremony :  simple,  because  it  was  only  the 
naming  of  a  resting-place  by  the  roadside ;  significant,  because  in 
the  opinion  of  Mr.  Smiley,  a  "great  friend  "  of  the  Indians,  as  well 
as  in  the  opinion  of  a  host  of  others  here  and  throughout  our  country, 
the  chief  Executive  of  our  great  nation  has  been  resolutely  honest 
in  discharging  his  duties  to  the  wards  of  the  government.     If  there 
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had  been  any  doubt  of  the  President's  honest  purpose  to  deal  fairly 
and  magnanimously  with  the  Indian  question  in  all  its  phases,  it  is 
safe  to  say  that  there  would  not  now  be  a  "  Cleveland  Cottage  "  on 
Reservoir  Hill.  It  is  a  matter  for  sincere  congratulation  and  patriotic 
hope  when  a  great  nation  has  as  its  head  one  in  whose  unflinching 
honesty  the  people  of  all  political  parties  have  abiding  confidence. 
Let  us  be  thankful  for  the  splendid  example  he  has  set  to  the  young 
men  of  our  country,  impressing  upon  them,  as  it  must,  the  great 
truth  that,  whatever  politicians  may  say  or  do,  the  heart  of  the 
American  people  will  always  be  loyal  to  one  who  honestly  and  fear- 
lessly does  what  he  conceives  to  be  his  duty,  without  regard  to  party 
interests  or  personal  popularity.  There  is  much  in  the  present 
attitude  of  the'  government,  in  the  reforms  already  instituted,  and  in 
wise  plans  adopted  for  the  future,  to  encourage  us  to  believe  that 
the  Indian  is  henceforth  to  have  not  only  justice,  but  also  all  possible 
encouragement  in  his  painful  struggle  toward  a  higher  civilization. 

Dr.  Lyman  Abbott. — As  chairman  of  the  Business  Committee,  I 
will  report  to  you  the  platform  which  is  presented  for  adoption  by 
this  Conference ;  but,  before  presenting  it,  I  will  read  two  resolutions, 
which  are  also  proposed  for  the  acceptance  of  the  Conference  :  — 

We  note  with  satisfaction  that  the  experiment  of  introducing  reindeer  into 
Alaska  has  proved  a  marked  success.  But  the  supply  of  reindeer  is  as  yet  totally 
inadequate  for  the  needs  of  the  natives.  The  sum  hitherto  appropriated  has  been 
but  $7,500  a  year,  sufficient  only  to  purchase  one  hundred  and  fifty  reindeer  and 
pay  the  expenses  of  the  herders.  We,  therefore,  earnestly  second  the  request  of 
Commissioner  Harris  that  the  appropriation  be  increased,  and  that  Congress  set 
aside  for  this  coming  year  for  the  purchase  and  maintenance  of  reindeer  the  sum 
of  $20,000. 

Resolved,  That  we  specially  commend  the  work  of  the  field  matrons  as  produc- 
tive of  the  best  good  of  the  Indian  communities,  through  the  instruction  and 
elevation  of  the  Indian  women,  and  in  that  respect  particularly  necessary.  We 
urge  substantial  addirions  to  the  appropriation  for  their  support,  and  that  their 
number  may  be  largely  increased. 

On  motion  these  two  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted. 

The  platform  was  then  read  :  — 

LAKE   MOHONK    PLATFORM. 

I.  We,  the  members  of  the  Lake  Mohonk  Conference,  in  this  its 
thirteenth  annual  meeting,  reaffirm  its  utterances  of  past  years,  and 
especially  of  last  year.  The  reservation  system  is  an  insuperable 
obstacle  to  civilization,  and  should  be  abolished,  the  tribal  organiza- 
tion destroyed,  the  lands  allotted  in  severalty,  the  Indians  intermin- 
gled with  the  whites,  and  the  Indians  treated  as  other  men. 

II.  Until  the  Indian  comes  into  complete  ownership  of  his  allot- 
ment, he  should  have  the  special  protection  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment, special  federal  officers  should  be  endowed  with  magisterial  au- 
thority for  the  administration  of  local  justice,  the  bureau  should  have 
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power  and  means  to  employ  and  assign  counsel  for  the  legal  protec- 
tion of  his  rights,  he  should  be  guarded  by  adequate  legislation  from 
the  land  robber,  the  gambler,  and  the  liquor-dealer,  he  should  not  be 
allowed  to  sell  or  lease  his  lands  except  upon  permission  first  ob- 
tained from  a  federal  judge,  and  provision  should  be  made  for  the 
secular  and  industrial  education  of  all  Indian  children  of  school  age 
in  schools  supported  by  and  under  the  exclusive  control  ol  Ike 
government,  State  or  federal. 

III.  It  is  unrepublican  and  un-American  to  permit  the  existence 
of  any  landed  class  in  the  community  exempt  from  taxation.  Such 
exemption  is  equally  unjust  to  the  taxed  and  to  the  untaxed.  The 
taxes  otherwise  due  on  the  allotment  of  the  Indian  citizen,  so  long 
as  by  a  protected  title  his  land  is  exempt,  should  be  prt)vided  for  out 
of  Indian  funds  in  the  hands  of  the  national  government,  or,  if  there 
are  no  such  funds,  out  of  the  general  treasury. 

IV.  No  Indian  tribe  should  be  transferred  from  one  reservation  to 
another  without  its  consent,  and  rarely,  if  ever,  even  with  its  consent. 
Rations  should  be  given  only  where  required  by  existing  treaty  stip- 
ulations or  to  avert  imminent  starvation,  and  should  be  done  away 
with  entirely  as  soon  as  practicable.  Distribution  of  money  per 
capita  is  often  disastrous,  and  should  be  made  with  increased:  cau- 
tion. 

V.  The  nation  possesses  a  supreme  sovereignty  over  every  foot  of 
soil  within  its  boundaries.  Its  legislative  authority  over  its  people  it 
has  neither  right  nor  power  to  alienate.  Its  attempt  to  do  so  by 
Indian  treaties  in  the  past  does  not  relieve  it  from  the  responsibility 
for  the  cTondition  of  government  in  the  reservations  and  in  the  Ind- 
ian Territory ;  and,  despite  those  treaties,  it  is  under  a  sacred  obli- 
gation to  exercise  its  sovereignty  by  extending  over  the  three  hun- 
dred thousand  whites  and  fifty  thousand  so-called  Indians  in  the 
Indian  Territory  the  same  restraints  and  protection  of  government 
which  other  parts  of  the  country  enjoy. 

VI.  The  best  of  laws  are  useless  unless  they  are  faithfully  and 
equitably  enforced.  Such  enforcement  through  the  Indian  Depart- 
ment is  impossible  unless  appointments  are  made  only  for  merit,  re- 
movals only  for  cause ;  and  the  tenure  of  administrative  officials  is 
to  this  extent  made  permanent.  We  congratulate  the  country  upon 
the  evidence  which  the  history  of  the  past  year  has  afforded  that  it 
is  the  purpose  of  the  department  to  administer  the  Indian  Bureau 
upon  this  principle,  and  we  call  upon  Congress  to  co-operate  with 
the  Executive  in  such  measures  as  may  be  necessary  to  secure  per- 
manently the  Indian  Bureau  from  the  fatal  incursion  of  the  spoils 
system. 

VII.  The  government  alone  cannot  solve  the  Indian  problem. 
Our  American  civilization  is  founded  upon  Christianity.  A  pagan 
people  cannot  be  fitted  for  citizenship  without  learning  the  principles 
and  acquiring  something  of  the  spirit  of  a  Christian  people.  The 
duty  of  the  Church  is  increased,  and  the  hopefulness  of  accomplish- 
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race.  The  progress  already  made  toward  the  dissolution  of  organic 
barbarism,  the  opening  already  afforded  for  free  Christian  work, 
eloquently  summon  Christian  philanthropists  to  furnish  that  contri- 
bution which  nothing  but  unofficial,  voluntary,  and  Christian  service 
can  furnish  toward  the  emancipation  and  elevation  of  the  Indian. 

Dr.  Abbott  followed  with  a  brief  address.     He  said :  — 

It  seems  to  me  that  every  time  I  come  to  Mohonk  it  is  to  make 
the  same  old  speech:  to  reaffirm  the  absolute  sovereignty  of  the 
American  nation  over  every  foot  of  American  territory ;  to  reassert 
the  absolute  responsibility  of  the  American  nation  for  the  exercise 
of  that  authority ;  to  claim  that  the  American  nation  has  not  only 
the  right,  but  the  solemn  duty,  to  exercise  that  sovereignty,  to  assert 
in  the  strongest  manner  possible  that  it  can  by  no  means  rid  itself  of 
that  responsibility,  alienate  that  sovereignty,  excuse  itself  from  the 
crime  of  misgovemment  in  any  part  of  the  national  territory.  This 
is  what  I  have  tried  to  reiterate.  We  have  made  treaty  after  treaty 
by  which  we  agreed  that  certain  parts  of  the  national  territory 
should  be  exempted  from  the  national  government,  that  they  should 
be  forever  given  to  barbaric  tribes,  and  that  we  as  a  nation  would 
exercise  no  authority  in  that  portion  of  our  domain.  I  do  not  stop 
to  discuss  the  question  whether,  since  the  conditions  are  changed,  we 
have  not  a  right  under  international  law  to  set  those  treaties  aside. 
I  do  not  stop  to  discuss  the  question  whether  these  treaties  have 
been  violated  by  the  other  parties  to  the  treaties,  and  thus  have  been 
practically  set  aside.  I  stand  on  the  broad  doctrine  that  the  nation 
has  no  right  whatever  to  alienate  its  sovereignty.  That  is  something 
the  nation  cannot  do.  If  that  attempt  has  been  made  in  the  past, 
our  duty  is  to  repent  of  the  national  sin  and  reform  the  national 
wrong,  and  do  it  instantly. 

There  are  certain  inalienable  rights,  our  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence says.  There  are  also  certain  inalienable  duties  which  in  the 
Providence  of  God  have  been  laid  upon  men  and  on  the  nation,  and 
the  men  and  the  nation  can  by  no  means  escape  from  them.  A 
father  has  reposed  upon  him  the  duty  of  the  care  of  his  children.  It 
is  not  possible  for  him,  when  his  boys  come  to  be  sixteen  or  eighteen, 
to  wash  his  hands  of  responsibility,  and  make  a  contract  with  them, 
and  say,  "  You  can  go  where  you  will  and  do  what  you  please,  and 
I  have  no  longer  any  responsibilit}^"  If  he  attempts  to  do  that,  the 
courts  will  nevertheless  hold  him  responsible  for  that  duty  which 
Ood  and  law  have  combined  to  put  upon  him.  He  cannot  lay  it 
aside  if  he  would.  The  trustees  of  a  college  cannot  make  a  contract 
with  the  boys  of  the  college,  and  say :  We  will  not  be  responsible  for 
government,  but  will  leave  it  in  your  hands.  We  will  put  the  property 
of  the  college  in  your  keeping,  and  you  may  do  what  you  will  with  it. 
They  may  do  it  experimentally  while  they  hold  the  authority ;  but,  if 
as  a  result  the  property  is  destroyed  and  disorders  take  place  and 
the  town  is  injured,  the  courts  will  say  to  the  trustees:  You  are 
responsible.     You  cannot  transfer  that  responsibility.     The  trust  is 
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a  personal  trust.  They  have  said  it  again  and  again  in  like  cases. 
If  the  municipal  corporation  of  the  city  of  New  York  should  say  to 
one  ward,  We  will  not  exercise  over  that  ward  any  authority,  we  will 
make  a  contract  with  that  ward  that  we  will  not  disturb  or  tax  or 
repress  anjrthing  there,  we  will  leave  houses  of  vice  to  flourish  and 
liquor  saloons  to  be  unmolested,  the  State  of  New  York  would  have 
something  to  say  to  that  municipalit}'.  It  would  say :  You  cannot  do 
this.  The  responsibility  for  the  government  of  the  whole  city  of 
New  York  rests  upon  the  people  of  the  city.  It  is  a  duty  which 
they  cannot  relinquish,  a  responsibility  which  they  cannot  alienate. 

God  has  put  the  responsibility  of  the  direction  and  control  of  this 
continent  in  the  hands  of  the  American  people ;  and,  if  Congress  has 
in  the  past  made  treaties  by  which  it  is  agreed  to  pass  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  Indian  Territory  into  the  hands  of  another  power,  Con- 
gress has  done  that  which  it  has  no  right  and  no  power  to  do  ;  and 
we  appeal  from  that  act  of  Congress  to  the  conscience  of  the  great 
American  people,  and  demand  that  the  American  nation  shall  re- 
sume the  sovereignty  which  the  American  nation  laid  down  and  ex- 
ercise the  authority  which  the  American  Congress  never  had  a  right 
to  alienate. 

You  remember  the  eloquent  tribute  which  one  of  our  Indian 
speakers  made  to  the  American  flag.  I  wondered,  when  I  heard 
Senator  Dawes's  description  of  the  condition  of  affairs  in  the  Indian 
Territory,  that  it  did  not  bring  the  blush  of  shame  to  the  cheek,  and 
a  feeling  of  remorse  to  the  heart,  that  here  was  a  Territory  under 
our  authority  in  which  there  were  no  stars  and  stripes,  no  stars  to 
bring  hope  to  the  poor  and  oppressed  and  wronged  and  outlawed, 
and  no  stripes  to  be  laid  on  the  back  of  the  criminal.  Our  first 
duty  is  to  put  the  stars  and  stripes  up  again,  and  so  to  put  them  up 
that  every  star  shall  speak  hope  to  the  oppressed,  every  stripe  shall 
speak  warning  to  the  oppressor. 

When  we  come  to  the  question  of  detail,  it  is  a  question  of  great 
difficulty.  It  is  complicated.  How  you  will  deal  with  all  the  inter- 
ests that  have  grown  up  under  this  misgovemment  is  the  difficult 
question.  It  is  not  for  us  here  to  solve  it.  It  certainly  is  not  for 
me  to  attempt  to  throw  light  upon  it.  I  stand  simply  for  this  one 
proposition,  that  the  nation  is  responsible  to  God  and  humanity,  and 
to  the  future,  for  every  inch  of  national  territory.  It  is  responsible 
for  the  disgraceful  scenes  of  barbarism  and  crime  which  are  going 
on  to-night  in  the  Indian  Territory.  We  are  no  more  to  go  and  ask 
the  few  men  that  are  in  control  of  the  Indian  Territory  their  permis- 
sion to  rectify  the  wrong  than  we  are  to  go  to  the  Mormons  and 
ask  their  permission  to  abolish  polygamy,  and  build  up  the  civiliza- 
tion of  the  nation  from  East  to  West  on  the  basis  of  a  Christian 
home. 

It  has  been  said  here  that  the  Indian  problem  is  very  difficult  It 
seems  to  me  that  Dr.  Strieby,  in  that  extremely  interesting  paper 
which  he  read  this  morning,  showed  us  very  forcibly  the  solution, 
though,  I  confess,  I  did  not  follow  him  in  the  conclusion  which  he 
drew  from  his  premises.     England  had  her  aborigines  to  deal  with 
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in  the  clans  of  the  Highlands.  We  have  our  aborigines  to  deal  with 
in  the  red  men  of  the  West.  The  one,  he  told  us,  was  perhaps  as 
noble  as  the  other.  England  opened  good  roads  through  the  High- 
lands. We  built  a  fence  around  the  reservation,  and  have  said  to 
civilization,  "  Stop  when  you  get  to  this  fence."  England  said  to 
her  Highland  clans,  "You  must  work  or  starve."  We  kept  our 
aborigines  in  idleness,  and  gave  them  rations.  England  said  to  her 
clans,  **  If  you  cannot  find  sources  of  industry,  go  elsewhere" ;  and 
they  went,  and  became  noble  citizens  in  other  communities.  We 
said  to  the  red  man,  "  If  you  leave  your  reservation,  you  do  it  at 
the  risk  of  imprisonment,  if  not  at  the  risk  of  life."  England  en- 
listed her  Highland  clans  in  her  army,  and  set  them  fighting  for 
their  native  land.  We  gave  arms  to  our  red  men  to  fight  one  an- 
other and  to  fight  us.  England  abolished  the  Highland  tribe  and 
dethroned  the  Highland  chieftain.  We  acknowledged  the  red  man's 
tribe  and  upheld  the  red  man  in  his  chieftainship.  England  brought 
her  tribes  under  the  same  law  with  the  rest  of  her  population.  We 
have  systematically  denied  law  to  the  Indian,  and  then  wondered 
that  he  was  an  outlaw.  I  believe  the  difference  between  the  High- 
land clan  and  the  North  American  Indian  is  due  not  to  the  differ- 
ence of  race,  but  to  the  difference  between  English  statesmanship 
and  American  politics.  I  want  to  see  the  road  of  civilization  carried 
through  the  reservation.  I  want  to  see  the  Indian  told  that  he  must 
work  or  he  must  starve.  I  want  the  Indian  tribal  organization  de- 
stroyed and  the  Indian  chieftain  remanded  to  private  individual  citi- 
zenship. I  want  the  Indian  taught  that  this  is  his  native  land,  and 
invited  to  protect  that  native  land  when  his  services  are  needed.  I 
want  to  see  him  invited  to  come  out  from  the  reservation,  and  mingle 
with  his  fellow-citizens  with  the  same  freedom  which  you  and  I  pos- 
sess. I  want  him  given  his  land  in  severalty,  not  because  the  land 
amounts  to  much,  but  because  the  home  amounts  to  everything, 
and  the  individual  allotment  is  the  foundation  for  the  home.  I  want 
to  see  the  Indian  made  subject  to  the  same  law  and  receive  the 
same  protection  of  the  same  law  that  is  accorded  to  every  other 
man  on  this  American  continent.  When  we  treat  the  •  red  man  as 
a  man,  when  we  trust  in  him  and  in  his  fellow-citizens,  when  we 
give  to  him  the  rights  which  we  claim  for  ourselves, —  the  right  to 
life,  to  liberty,  to  property,  to  home,  to  education, —  then,  and  not 
till  then,  will  the  Indian  problem  be  solved. 

Discussion  followed,  in  which  General  Morgan,  General  Howard, 
Mr,  H.  M.  Jenkins,  Mr.  Smiley,  and  others  took  part.  The  platform 
was  then  adopted  clause  by  clause,  and  finally  as  a  whole. 


no 
LAW   FOR    THE    INDIAN. 

BY    AUSTIN    ABBOTT,    LL.D. 

I  take  it  that  the  first  thing  to  be  done  to  improve  the  condition  of 
affairs  is  to  be  not  discouraged.  You  are  undertaking  to  do  in 
twenty-five  years  —  I  might  almost  say  in  the  period  necessary  to 
make  the  allotments —  that  which  in  the  history  of  mankind  heretofore 
has  always  taken  not  only  generations,  but  centuries. 

The  genesis  of  law  has  always  been  a  slow,  painful,  and  dis- 
heartening process,  a  burden  to  the  souls  who  have  undertaken  to 
accomplish  it.  Let  me  illustrate  a  moment.  Moses  imdertook  the 
genesis  of  law  among  the  Hebrew  people.  He  had  no  army,  no 
police  force,  no  treasury,  no  resources  whatever  except  the  moral 
elevation  of  his  character  and  the  divine  guidance  vouchsafed  to 
him,  to  meet  the  natural  passions  and  vengefulness  of  the  people 
whom  he  was  to  govern.  "Surely,"  said  the  Psalmist,  "the  wrath 
of  man  shall  praise  thee;  and  the  remainder  of  wrath  shalt  thou 
restrain."  The  old  form  of  justice  was  not  merely  an  eye  for  an 
eye,  and  a  tooth  for  a  tooth.  When  the  natural  desire  for  revenge 
had  sway,  maiming  was  the  punishment  for  insult,  death  the  punish- 
ment for  maiming,  and  the  murder  of  the  family  was  the  punishment 
for  taking  the  life  of  one  person.  It  took  at  least  four  hundred  years, 
according  to  the  record  of  that  people,  before  they  reached  the  time 
when  David  came  to  the  throne  and  declared  for  good  government. 
The  genesis  of  law  is  a  slow  and  painful  process. 

Roman  law  took  still  longer  to  get  upon  its  feet  in  the  world. 
When  Rome  held  military  power  over  the  world,  it  took  four  hundred 
y^ars  to  bring  the  barbarians  that  were  under  that  military  power  of 
Rome  into  a  life  under  the  regulations  of  law. 

In  Anglo-Saxon  and  English  law  the  genesis  was  equally  slow  and 
painful.  A  thousand  years  ago,  or  about  that  time,  private  war  was 
lawful  in  England.  What  does  that  mean  ?  It  means  what  public 
war  means  between  nations.  If  an  individual  had  something  which 
another  coveted,  it  was  la^^'ful  to  take  it  from  him.  If  there  were  a 
feud,  it  was  lawful  for  either  to  take  the  life  of  his  enemy.  The 
beginning  of  regulated  life  in  England  was  so  feeble  that  we  first 
recognize  it  when  in  the  ninth  century,  the  king  ventured  to  say,  in 
substance :  In  my  palace  there  shall  be  no  private  war.  If  you  want 
to  assail  your  enemy,  if  one  of  my  dukes  wants  to  kill  his  rival,  he 
must  not  do  it  in  the  palace.  He  must  go  outside.  That  was  the 
beginning  of  the  king's  peace.  A  few  generations  went  on,  and  the 
king's  peace  was  by  slow  degrees  extended.  Later  it  was  proclaimed 
that  every  man's  house  was  his  castle,  and  private  war  upon  a  man 
in  his  own  dwelling  became  unlawful.  Afterward  it  was  extended 
to  the  churches ;  but  it  took  generations  more  before  the  rule  could 
be  effectively  established  that  there  should  be  peace  in  such  spots* 
and  that  hostilities  and  robbery  and  murder  must  be  committed  else- 
where than  in  those  places.     Then   robbery  on  the  highways   was 
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forbidden.  Men  might  steal,  rob,  and  murder,  but  on  the  king's 
highway  the  king's  peace  had  been  declared ;  and,  while  it  was  still 
not  illegal  to  rob  and  murder  in  open  fields  or  in  the  byways, 
hostilities  could  not  lawfully  take  place  on  these  great  roads.  And 
a  highwayman  was  one  who  did  not  confine  himself  to  private  war 
when  in  the  fields  or  lanes,  but  who  dared  to  rob  on  the  king's  high- 
way.    Later  still  another  law  extended  this  to  all  ways. 

After  three  or  four  hundred  years  by  this  slow  and  painful  proc- 
ess the  king's  peace  at  last  got  itself  declared  throughout  the 
length  and  breadth  of  the  land ;  but  that  was  only  the  beginning  of 
English  law. 

Now,  the  American  conception  of  law  is  different  from  that  of 
an  external  force  imposed  on  men  by  a  superior  power.  It  is  a  self- 
regulated  life.  What  is  law  ?  It  is  only  regulated  life.  Law  is  the 
effort  of  society  by  social  forces  to  investigate  and  supply  the 
deficiences  of  individual  self-restraint.  Law  is  the  stockade  which 
society  builds  to  protect  the  life  within.  It  is  the  wall  which  encircles 
the  city.  It  exists  only  for  the  sake  of  those  within.  Laws  are  the 
bandages  and  splints  which  the  surgeon  puts  upon  the  broken  arm, 
that  the  dislocated  joints  may  be  kept  in  place  while  the  rebuilding 
process  in  life  restores  the  normal,  the  ideal  condition.  It  is  a  slow 
process  and  a  never-finished  process,  because  with  the  increasing 
skill,  ingenuity,  knowledge,  and  intellectual  activity  of  civilization 
come  increasing  frauds,  crimes,  and  offences  which  are  the  results 
of  the  ingenuity  of  man's  devices. 

Now,  what  are  we  attempting  to  do  ?  The  Indians,  except  the 
allotted  Indians,  are  still  outlaws.  They  are  lawless  because  they 
are  men  without  law.  To  say  that  the  Indian  is  lawless  is  not 
necessarily  a  reproach  to  him  any  more  than  to  say  that  a  woman 
is  an  abandoned  woman,  without  asking.  Who  abandoned  her? 
Who  made  the  Indian  lawless  ?  It  is  the  United  States  that  thus 
far  has  denied  law  to  them.  If  I  were  to  say  that  the  United  States 
was  the  worst  anarchist  in  the  country,  you  might  be  startled ;  but  you 
will  not  gainsay  it,  when  I  say  that  the  United  States,  by  its  neglect 
of  the  Indian,  has  maintained,  and  is  maintaining  to-day,  more 
anarchy  than  all  the  anarchists  in  the  United  States  ever  succeeded 
or  ever  will  succeed  in  establishing.  If  anarchists  had  discrimination 
enough, —  they  have  not  enough,  for  anarchy  means  ignorance, — 
if  they  had  discrimination  enough  to  know  anarchy  when  they  see  it, 
they  would  go  out  to  the  reservations,  and  enjoy  it.  A  wise  statesman 
said  that  there  were  twin  relics  of  barbarism  in  this  country,  slavery 
and  polygamy.  Slavery  has  been  extinguished,  polygamy  has  almost 
gone ;  but  the  last  and  the  worst  of  the  triplets  —  for  it  is  triplets,  not 
twins  —  is  the  lawlessness  and  barbarism  within  the  territory  and  on 
the  soil  of  the  United  States,  and  that  is  the  root  that  comes  out 
hardest  of  all. 

Now,  you  are  trying  —  and  the  Commissioner  of  Education  de- 
scribed it  admirably  —  to  make  the  children  of  the  Homeric  age,  the 
men  with  the  spirit  of  Ajax  and  Agamemnon,  come  at  one  leap 
twenty-eight  centuries  down  to  be  children  of  Christian  homes   in 
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American  civilization.  Can  it  be  done  ?  Weil,  I  feel  more  confi- 
dent that  it  can  be  done  after  what  I  have  heard  in  the  last  two  days 
than  I  ever  did  before. 

My  brother  told  me  the  other  day  the  true  interpretation  of  that 
divine  apothegm  which  sums  up  human  development:  He  visits 
"  the  sins  of  the  fathers  upon  the  children  unto  the  third  and  fourth 
generation,"  "and  shows  mercy  to  thousands  of  generations  of  those 
that  love  him  and  keep  his  commandments."  Now,  these  children 
of  the  barbarian,  whom  thus  far  the  United  States  has  carefully  kept 
in  barbarism,  you  want  to  bring  through  twenty-eight  centuries,  and 
give  them  "  the  mercies  which  have  been  shown  to  you,"  and  to  ac- 
cumulate all  these  at  once,  and  pour  them  out  within  twenty-five 
years,  and  expect  good  results.  It  would  seem  incredible,  were  it  not 
for  the  new  education  which  Dr.  Kallmann  and  Dr.  Harris  so  clearly 
expounded  to  us  last  night.  Dr.  Hailmann  spoke  of  the  grand  work 
of  woman.  This  work  of  woman  shows  that  she  is  a  great  addition 
to  the  human  force  of  society.  In  coming  forward  to  take  an  active 
and  equal  part  in  the  affairs  of  life,  in  ways  which  we  may  not  pre- 
tend to  forecast,  different  perhaps  from  those  in  which  men's  activity 
has  heretofore  been  extended,  there  is  coming  to  be,  I  believe,  a  vast 
accession  of  the  noblest  force  of  human  society  for  the  elevation  of 
the  poor  and  outcast,  friendless  and  degraded.  The  motherhood 
which  was  invoked  on  behalf  of  the  Indians  here  last  night,  and  its 
appreciation  by  officers  of  the  government  in  the  administration  of 
affairs,  were  to  my  mind  the  most  cheering  indication  that  we  have 
heard  since  the  Dawes  Bill  was  first  brought  into  sight. 

Now  we  must  go  forward.  It  may  be  a  question  how  fast  or  how 
rapidly  we  may  approach  the  goal,  but  there  is  no  question  but  that 
we  must  go  forward.  The  discussion,  it  seems  to  me,  may  be 
summed  up  in  four  points  so  far  as  it  has  been  developed  this 
morning. 

First,  restraint  on  alienation.  The  restraint  of  Indian  alienation 
on  their  allotments  seemed  to  be  presented  as  a  wise  and  judicious 
provision,  and  I  am  confirmed  in  that  thought  by  the  fact  that  we 
have  precisely  the  same  restraint  on  every  white  child  from  the  time 
of  its  birth  until  it  becomes  twenty-one  years  of  age.  Your  child  or 
mine  cannot  alienate  its  property  without  judicial  authority  founded 
on  substantially  the  same  reasons  of  inability  to  attain  the  use  of  the 
land.  Meanwhile  the  permission  to  make  some  alienations  seems  to 
be  necessary.  Would  it  be  wise  to  allow  alienation  from  Indian  to 
Indian,  while  prohibiting  it  from  Indian  to  white  man  ?  I  suggest 
that  as  an  interrogation  point.  Would  the  mischief  that  comes  from 
a  white  man's  taking  the  Indian's  land  result  in  any  serious  degree 
if  an  Indian  were  allowed  to  transfer  his  land  to  another  Indian  ?  If 
Dr.  Eastman  found  himself  with  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land  "tied  round  his  neck,"  would  not  he  be  just  the  man  to  find 
another  Indian  to  take  it  off  his  hands  t  Would  not  that  utilize  the 
property,  secure  an  income  from  the  inheritance,  and  in  addition  be 
an  educating  process  ?     I  merely  make  the  suggestion. 

Second,   taxes  must  be  provided  for.     Look  over  these  vallejrs. 
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Suppose  three  fourths  of  the  people  were  of  a  different  color  from 
the  rest  of  the  people,  and  with  natural  antipathies  to  them.  And 
suppose  schools  had  to  be  maintained  there,  and  justice  adminis- 
tered, and  roads  built ;  and  this  three-quarters  of  the  people  sat  still 
and  saw  it  done,  and  did  not  extend  a  finger  to  help.  That  is  the 
situation  on  a  reservation,  and  it  is  a  situation  of  injustice.  When 
that  is  the  system,  you  cannot  expect  the  rude  and  self-assertive  men 
of  the  frontier  to  sit  contented  under  it  or  to  treat  their  neighbors  as 
they  should  treat  neighbors.  The  expenses  of  highways  and  all 
neighborhood  expenses  must  be  provided  for  if  the  present  system  is 
to  succeed.  Commissioner  Browning  threw  new  light  on  it  when  he 
suggested  that  the  funds  which  came  from  the  proceeds  of  the  un- 
allotted lands  should  be  applied  by  the  government  to  the  payment 
of  the  taxes,  and  perhaps  to  enable  the  Indians  to  make  substantial 
improvements.  But  some  provision  for  local  taxation  is  an  absolute 
requisite  of  any  considerable  success  in  the  allotment  system. 

Third,  the  liquor  traffic.  The  appeal  which  Commissioner  Brown- 
ing has  presented  is  certainly  one  we  ought  to  use  our  efforts  to  for- 
ward. I  would  suggest  that  there  are  several  points  to  be  considered. 
Should  not  the  law  go  beyond  the  mere  forbidding  of  selling  to  Ind- 
ians ?  Should  it  not  also  forbid  selling  to  allotted  Indians  and  sell- 
ing on  land  within  the  reservation,  whether  allotted  or  not,  and 
selling  to  residents  of  whatever  character.^  One  thing  more  is  es- 
sential, and  that  is  enforcement  of  the  law  in  the  spirit  of  Theodore 
Roosevelt.  I  believe  more,  after  all,  depends  on  administration  than 
is  generally  supposed.  I  do  not  know  but  there  may  be  law  enough 
for  a  great  part  of  the  difficulty,  but  there  is  certainly  not  administra- 
tion of  that  law.  What  is  wanted  is  common  justice,  local  justice, 
for  the  small  and  relatively  unimportant  controversies  and  difficul- 
ties. A  quarrel  stops  the  progress  of  business.  If  justice  is  at 
hand  to  deal  with  it,  the  current  of  business  is  allowed  to  go  on  while 
the  contestants  have  their  case  reasoned  out  before  impartial  men. 
It  is  the  common  justice  for  neighborhood  affairs  that  seems  to  be 
chiefly  needed.  This  needs  to  be  supplied  with  force  and  vigor; 
and,  if  it  is  thus  supplied,  it  will  re-enforce  and  reinvigorate  all  the 
arrangements  of  justice  for  the  larger  and  more  important  contro- 
versies. But  the  United  States  pleads  a  lack  of  means  for  this  pur- 
pose. That  must  be  met  in  the  same  way  as  the  taxation.  There 
are  abundant  funds  for  Indian  depredation  claims,  and  there  ought  to 
be  enough  for  the  administration  of  justice  and  the  payment  of  taxes. 

We  have  a  very  singular  constitutional  question  now  in  the  air, — 
and  I  think  I  may  say  undecided, —  as  to  what  constitutes  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States.  It  shows  how  easily  the  burden  of  citizenship 
sits  on  our  shoulders  that  there  are  hundreds  of  thousands  of  people 
who  do  not  know  whether  they  are  citizens  or  not,  according  to  dif- 
ferences among  lawyers.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  way  may  be 
opened  for  taking  the  position  that  every  person  in  the  United  States 
is  either  an  alien  or  a  citizen.  There  are  citizens,  there  are  aliens ; 
and  there  are  Indians  who  are  said  not  to  be  the  one  nor  the  other, 
just  as  under  slavery  the  slaves  were  chattels,  and  not  persons.     That 
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is  too  deep  and  too  far-reaching  a  constitutional  question  to  express 
an  opinion  upon.  If  it  were  possible  to  say  that  the  United  States 
knows  no  person  but  as  an  alien  or  a  citizen,  we  should  have  gone  far 
toward  the  solution  of  this  question.  I  believe  that  every  foot  of  soil 
and  every  person  on  the  soil  should  be  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  Stat^.. 

I  count  it  a  very  encouraging  fact  that  we  have  had  the  Depart- 
ment of  Indian  Affairs,  the  Department  of  Education,  and  the  De- 
partment of  Indian  Education  represented  here  with  such  apprecia- 
tive views  of  the  difficulties  and  needs  of  the  situation.  Can  we  aot 
look  forward  as  a  practical  question  to  the  consideration  of  the 
question.  How  soon  can  the  Indian  agencies  be  transferred  into  or 
substituted  by  tribunals  of  justice,  so  that  local  justice  shall  be  se- 
cured for  these  communities,  where  there  shall  be  guidance  in  the 
con3ideration  of  sanitary,  educational,  and  other  matters  of  that 
kind  that  shall  be  needed  during  the  remaining  period  of  the  pupil- 
age of  the  Indians?  The  transformation  of  the  Indian  agencies 
from  the  character  of  a  branch  of  the  Interior  Department  into  the 
character  of  tribunals,  with  the  functions  and  duties  of  magistracy, 
in  relation  with  the  Department  of  Justice  rather  than  with  the  In- 
terior Department,  and  with  administrative  powers,  may  be  a  prac- 
tical solution  of  this  question. 

I  would  gladly  see  a  larger  measure  of  justice,  a  more  complete 
set  of  courts,  at  once  framed  and  set  in  operation ;  but  that  is  per- 
haps hardly  to  be  expected  immediately.  It  ought  to  be  done,  but 
we  have  not  yet  succeeded  in  the  attempt. 

There  are  a  number  of  small  reservations  that  perhaps  might  at 
once  be  merged  in  the  great  mass  of  citizenship  throughout  the 
country.  They  have  not  attracted  attention  because  they  are  so 
orderly,  but  every  step  of  this  character  lessens  the  area  of  non- 
citizenship  and  lessens  the  area  of  lawlessness,  and  tends  to  expand 
the  domain  of  American  law  over  all  the  country ;  and  that  is  a  step 
in  advance. 

But  we  must  not  forget  that,  while  the  Indians  have  less  law  than 
the  white  man,  they  need  more  law.  If  there  should  be  any  dif- 
ference, it  should  be  that  the  Indians  should  be  provided  with  more 
safeguards  than  even  the  white  people  enjoy. 

I  should  add  that  this  subject  is  one  involving  great  difficulties. 
It  is  a  matter  requiring  deliberate  consideration.  When  the  Amer- 
ican Bar  Association  met  at  Detroit,  resolutions  were  passed  forming 
a  committee  of  the  Association  on  Indian  legislation ;  and  the  com- 
mittee of  this  body  may  act  in  consultation  with  them  in  proceeding 
on  the  same  lines  toward  securing  common  justice  for  the  Indian 
and  the  administration  of  law. 

Mr.  Frank  Wood. —  I  do  wish  to  add  a  word  of  emphasis  as  to 
the  importance  of  Dr.  Eastman's  work.  I  have  received  a  letter 
from  the  International  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  Commit- 
tee which  shows  that  this  most  hopeful  work  is  likely  to  stop  for  the 
lack  of  funds.     We  believe  in  all  the  various  forms  of  effort  for  the 
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Indian  that  have  been  discussed  here ;  but  the  hopeless  thing  to  me 
is  that  these  are  all  forms  of  work  pf  white  men  for  Indians,  and 
none  of  them  the  work  of  Indians  for  Indians  except  this.  The 
Indian  cannot  take  care  of  his  own  land.  He  cannot  take  care  of 
his  own  money.  He  has  to  have  some  one  appointed  to  take  care 
of  him  and  to  get  justice  for  him.  Most  of  the  plans  proposed  here 
would  still  keep  the  Indian  in  a  state  of  pupilage.  When  is  this  to 
stop  ?  The  only  work  brought  before  us  in  which  the  Indian  is  doing 
something  for  himself  is  this  work, —  the  work  of  one  man  among 
the?e  Indians,  organizing  them  to  work  for  themselves.  He  has 
organized  during  the  past  year  over  forty  Young  Men's  Christian 
Associations,  with  from  twenty-five  to  one  hundred  members,  or  more 
than  twenty-five  hundred  members  in  all.  They  are  associated  to 
carry,  on  the  work  that  we  have  been  discussing  here,  and  avail 
themselves  of  the  power  of  organization  for  every  good  purpose ;  and 
Dr.  Eastman,  in  his  own  person,  furnishes  them  an  object-lesson  as 
to  what  they  may  become.  We  know  the  difficulty  of  getting  law  for 
them.  We  appreciate  all  the  obstacles.  The  greatest  difficulty  is 
that  the  Indian  does  nothing  to  help  himself.  He  does  not  appre- 
ciate the  value  of  law,  and,  when  he  has  it,  does  not  know  what  to  do 
to  secure  its  protection.  These  young  Indians  will,  in  their  asso- 
ciations, discuss  the  question  of  citizenship  and  law,  the  duty  of 
self-government  and  self-support.  Is  not  this  the  best  preparation 
for,  and  the  quickest  way  to  secure,  law  ?  If  secured  in  answer  to 
their  Qwn  demands,  they  will  be  ready  to  use  law.  The  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  work,  as  described  by  Dr.  Eastman,  trains  and 
develops  the  body,  mind,  and  soul.  This  is  to  me  the  most  impor- 
tant ftnd  hopeful  work  at  the  present  time  for  the  Indian.  Can  you 
not  do  something  to  bring  this  matter  before  your  churches,  or  can 
you  not,  as  individuals,  give  part  of  the  small  amount  needed  to  carry 
it  on  ?  I  know  the  personal  sacrifice  that  Dr.  Eastman  has  made^ 
which  he  would  not  allude  to.  He  has  to  give  up  a  profession  that 
paid  him  more  than  twice  as  much  as  he  earns  from  this  work,  and 
Mrs.  Eastman  will  pardon  me  if  I  quote  her  as  saying  "  that  it  is 
the  greatest  trial  of  her  life,  that  she  has  to  be  separated  from  Dr. 
Eastman  so  much,  while  he  is  carrying  on  the  work  " ;  but  they  are 
willing  to  make  sacrifices  for  the  Indian  race.  Shall  we  let  the  work 
stop  for  lack  of  funds  ?  It  requires  about  three  thousand  dollars 
a  year  to  carry  it  on.  Money  may  be  sent  to  the  General  Secretary 
of  International  Committee  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  40 
East  23d  Street,  New  York  City. 

Rev.  E.  H.  RuDD. —  Mr,  Chairman  and  Friends^ —  I  should  be  un- 
true to  the  deep  sense  of  gratitude  that  I  feel  personally,  were  I  not 
in  some  way  to  express  my  appreciation  of  this  congress,  and  what 
I  hope  its  results  will  be  to  me,  and  if  God  shall  give  me  the  voice 
and  influence  which  shall  go  forth  to  influence  others.  I  speak  un- 
known to  most  of  you.  One  day  Bishop  Doane,  than  whom  there  is 
no  more  earnest  laborer  in  Christ's  vineyard,  was  standing  on  a  street 
corner  in  Albany,  when  a  small  street  urchin  came  up  to  him,  and. 
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looking  at  him,  studied  him  carefully.  At  last  he  looked  up  in  the 
bishop's  face,  and  said,  "  Say,  Mister,  are  you  anybody  in  particu- 
lar ? "  I  am  nobody  in  particular,  but  I  want  to  say  that  I  cannot 
but  feel  that  I  am  one  of  many  in  this  room  who  feel  a  deep  sense 
of  gratitude  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smiley  for  the  magnificent  work  they 
have  done.  The  work  here  has  impressed  me  in  two  or  three  regards. 
Carey  gave  that  glorious  statement  to  the  world  which  has  inspired 
thousands  of  workers  when  he  said,  "  Attempt  great  things  for  God, 
expect  great  things  from  God  "  ;  and  it  seems  to  me  that  that  is  the 
motto  of  this  body  of  consecrated  men  and  women.  I  want  to  take 
it  home  to  myself,  and  follow  it  every  day.  I  have  been  impressed 
with  another  thing, —  the  fact  that  you  are  doing  something  for  the 
elevation  of  the  Indian  which  is  making  the  Indian  incomparably 
higher  than  he  has  ever  been  in  the  past.  One  of  the  best  features 
of  this  work  is  that  you  are  working  along  practical,  common-sense 
lines ;  and  we  want  more  and  more  of  that  work,  not  only  among 
Indians  and  Negroes,  but  among  the  Chinese  and  Japanese  and  the 
far-away  missions  of  the  sea.  The  things  that  are  good  for  them  are 
what  are  good  for  us.  Human  nature  is  the  same  under  any  color. 
It  seems  to  me  the  policy  of  the  men  and  women  working  in  this 
Conference,  aided  by  the  giant  intellect  and  warm  heart  of  men  like 
Dr.  Lyman  Abbott,  is  to  go  forward  steadily,  with  faith  in  God.  You 
have  put  at  the  fore-front,  first,  midst,  and  last,  the  gospel  of  the  LfOrd 
Jesus  Christ  as  the  means  of  solving  this  problem.  That  means  the 
gospel  in  church  on  the  Sabbath,  in  the  business  places  on  Mon- 
day, Tuesday,  and  Wednesday,  the  gospel  in  the  kitchen,  the  gospel 
in  sweeping  a  room,  the  gospel  when  you  are  receiving  your  friends 
in  social  life,  everywhere  and  always  the  gospel  first.  Herein  lies 
your  success. 

A  resolution  of  thanks,  accompanied  by  a  brilliant  speech,  was 
offered  by  Mr.  William  McElroy :  — 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  Thirteenth  Annual  Conference  of  the  Indian  Associa- 
tion its  members,  impressed  with  a  sense  of  obligation  to  its  generous  host  for  all 
the  pleasure  and  conoifort  afforded  indoors  and  out  of  doors  during  all  their  stay, 
desire  to  place  on  the  records  of  the  Conference  the  following  expression :  — 

Resolvedy  That  we  extend  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smiley  our  thanks  and  our  hearty 
appreciation  of  the  princely  hospitality  so  generously  extended,  year  by  year,  to 
the  members  of  the  Indian  Conference,  and  to  assure  them,  with  all  the  warmth 
we  may  express  in  words,  that  their  kindness  rivals  in  extent  and  charm  all  the 
other  attractions  of  Mohonk. 

Rev.  Henry  M.  Field  seconded  the  resolution  in  a  brief  address. 
The  resolution  was  then  unanimously  adopted. 

Mr.  Smiley  responded  in  a  few  appropriate  words ;  but,  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  Mr.  Smiley,  these  addresses  are  not  included  in  the  report, 
out  of  respect  to  his  modesty. 

On  motion  Mr.  Frank  Wood  and  Mrs.  Isabel  C.  Barrows  were 
elected  a  Committee  on  Publication. 

On  motion  it  was  voted  that  President  Gates  be  authorized  to 
name  the  usual  committee  to  go  to  Washington  in  behalf  of  the 
Mohonk  Conference,  when  necessary. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Austin  Abbott  it  was  moved  that  the  chairman 
of  the  Conference  be,  ex  officio^  3.  member  of  the  committee  to  go  to 
Washington. 

At  the  suggestion  of  President  Gates  a  resolution  of  sympathy  with 
Rev.  E.  E.  Hale,  D.D.,  on  the  loss  of  his  son,  was  passed  unani- 
mously by  a  rising  vote. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  A.-  K.  Smiley  the  thanks  of  the  Conference 
were  voted  to  President  Gates  for  his  able  services  as  presiding 
officer. 

President  Gates. —  Friends,  I  thank  you.  It  is  always  a  pleasure 
to  preside  over  people  who  are   bound  together  by  a  high  purpose. 

After  the  singing  of  the  hymn  "  God  be  with  us  till  we  meet 
again,"  the  Conference  was  adjourned. 
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I^REFACK. 


Thk  fourteenth  annual  meeting  of  ihe  Mohonk  Indian  Conference  was  held 
at  the  Lake  Mohonk  House,  Oct.  [4-16,  1896.  Though  death  had  made  several 
gaps  in  the  ranks,  there  was  a  large  attendance  of  the  old  members,  and  of  many 
who,  for  the  first  time,  enjoyed  the  hospitality  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smiley,  and  an 
opportunity  to  .share  in  the  work  of  the  Conference. 

One  copy  of  this  report  is  sent  to  eacii  member  who  was  present.  If  other 
copies  are  desired,  application  may  be  made  to  Mr.  A.  K.  Smiley,  Lake  Mohonk, 
Ulster  Coiintv.  New  York. 
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THE  FOURTEENTH   MOHONK  INDIAN 
.  CONFERENCE. 

Wednesday,  October  14,  1896. 


The  fourteenth  session  of  the  Mohonk  Indian  Conference  began 
Wednesday  morning,  Oct.  14,  1896,  assembled  at  the  invitation  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  K.  Smiley. 

After  morning  prayers  the  Conference  was  called  to  order  by 
Mr.  Smiley  who  said  that  it  was  a  pleasure  to  welcome  so  many 
earnest  people  who  had  gathered  to  discuss  the  interests  of  a  people 
who  need  sympathy  and  help.  He  then  nominated  Dr.  Merrill  E. 
Gates  as  president.     Dr.  (iates  was  unanimously  elected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Welsh,  Mr.  Joshua  W.  Davis  and  Mrs.  Isabel 
C.  Barrows  were  elected  secretaries. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  M.  E.  Strieby,  the  following  Business  Commit- 
tee was  elected:  Dr.  W.  H.  Ward,  chairman,  I)r.  Addison  Foster, 
Philip  C.  Garrett,  Darwin  R.  James,  Mrs.  Clinton  B.  P'isk,  Mrs. 
A.   S.   Quinton,   Miss  Anna   L.    Dawes. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  James,  Mr.  Frank  Wood  was  elected  treasurer. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  (iarrett,  Mr.  Frank  Wood,  Mr.  J.  W.  Davis, 
and  Mrs.  1.  C.  Barrows  were  elected  a  Publication  Committee. 

Dr.  Gates  then  spoke  as  follows  :  — 


ADDRESS   OF   PRESIDENT   MERRILL   E.  GATES. 

The  Indian  of  KoNfAXCE. 

The  New  York  papers  (jf  last  night  report  as  the  topic  for  con- 
sideration and  discussion  at  a  meeting  of  one  of  the  brightest 
women's  clubs  of  that  city,  a  day  or  two  since,  "The  Novels  of 
Fenimore  Cooper."  As  I  saw  the  item  this  morning,  1  was  re- 
minded of  a  morning  in  the  south  of  France  nearly  twenty  years 
ago  which  impressed  upon  me  vividly  the  prominent  place  which 
Fenimore  Cooper's  North  American  Indian  has  held  in  the  Euro- 
pean conception  of  America.  On  the  train  from  Paris  to  Marseilles, 
I  found  myself  in  a  compartment  with  an  old  Italian  priest,  amiable. 
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genial  of  disposition,  and  persistently  inclined  toward  conversation. 
He  knew  no  English,  he  could  not  speak  French,  and  I  tried  him  in 
vain  with  German.  As  I  knew  no  Italian,  conversation  seemed 
likely  to  prove  impracticable.  At  last  we  came  together  through  the 
medium  of  such  Latin  as  we  could  both  use.  The  mixture  of  aca- 
demic and  mediaeval  Latin  in  which  we  sought  to  exchange  ideas  for 
two  or  three  hours,  was  much  of  it  in  startling  violation  of  the 
canons  of  the  purist,  and  even  of  the  rules  of  the  grammarians.  It 
would  have  made  Cicero  turn  in  his  grave  !  Nevertheless  we  estab- 
lished a  vocabulary  of  our  own ;  and  the  genial  and  interesting  old 
parish  priest,  after  he  had  put  many  questions  as  to  American  life, 
turned  to  the  literature  of  America,  and  in  barbarous  Latin  asked 
me  **  How  true  to  life  is  the  picture  of  the  Indian,  in  the  novels  of 
Fenimore  Cooper  ? "  The  foremost  place  in  his  knowledge  of  our 
literature  and  in  his  thought  of  American  life,  was  filled  by  the 
figures  called  into  being  by  the  author  of  the  **  Leather- Stocking 
Stories.^' 

To  SEE  THE  Indian  as  he  is. 

Perhaps  our  work  in  the  successive  sessions  of  this  Mohonk  Con- 
ference might  be  epitomized  in  the  phrase,  letting  go  the  Indian  of 
romance,  and  learning  what  the  real  Indian  is  and  how  to  help  him 
to  intelligent  citizenship,  to  civilization,  and  to  Christianization. 
We  are  no  longer  seriously  misled  by  the  romantic  ideals  of  the 
Indian  which  those  most  entertaining  novels  of  Fenimore  Cooper 
made  current.  I  remember,  at  a  dinner  party  twenty-five  years 
since  in  the  home  of  my  dear  and  honored  friend,  the  late  Paul 
Fenimore  Cooper,  of  Albany,  son  of  the  great  novelist,  that  a  bright 
society  woman  near  the  opposite  end  of  the  table  leaning  forward 
asked  our  host,  **  Mr.  Cooper,  was  not  an  old  colored  servant  in 
your  father's  family  the  original  of  *  Natty  Bumpo,'  the  *  Leather 
Stocking'  of  your  father's  stories?"  "Oh,  no,"  said  Mr.  Cooper, 
"  *  Natty  Bumpo '  never  had  any  original,  any  more  than  did  my 
father's  Indians.  And  no  one  in  the  world  believes  in  that  kind 
of  Indians,  except  Governor  Horatio  Seymour  and  my  sister." 

When  we  began  to  assemble  here  thirteen  years  ago,  many  were 
still  giving  expression  to  views  which  showed  that  the  Indians  of 
Cooper's  novels  were  the  Indians  with  whom  they  thought  we  had 
to  deal.  The  first  step  in  our  work  was  to  awaken  in  the  united 
East  an  interest  in  plans  to  civilize  the  Indians  and  to  secure  for 
them  their  rights.  Our  second  step  was  the  rather  painful  one  of 
learning  to  contemplate  the  Indian  as  he  really  is,  without  the  halo 
of  romance  on  the  one  hand,  and  without  forgetting,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  divine  worth  of  manhood  and  womanhood,  however  de- 
based by  barbarism  and  sin.  If  our  work  had  ended  with  the  dis- 
sipation of  the  romantic  ideal,  it  would  have  been  utterly  unworthy. 
And  if  we  had  attempted  to  do  nothing  more  than  to  see  the  Indian 
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novel.  But  "disillusionizing"  was  not  the  end  of  our  work.  Com- 
ing to  see  the  Indian  as  he  is,  we  have  also  learned  to  see  him  in 
the  light  of  the  ideal,  in  the  light  of  what  he  may  become,  what  he 
ought  to  be  and  may  be  as  an  American  citizen  and  a  Christian. 
These  Conferences  have  been  dominated  by  the  disposition  to  see 
the  actual  in  the  light  of  the  ideal.  We  have  been  determined  to 
see  facts  as  they  are  in  the  light  of  facts  as  they  ought  to  be,  and  to 
use  our  united  power  in  the  effort  to  bring  about  the  needful  changes. 


The  Reservation  had  to  go. 

And  first  we  had  to  learn  to  see  the  Indian  on  the  reservation  as 
he  really  was.  I  am  glad  that  we  can  put  the  reservation  in  the  past 
tense !  The  reservation,  from  which  every  influence  of  the  virtues 
of  civilization  was  carefully  shut  out,  while  all  the  damning  vices  that 
are  the  bane  of  civilized  communities  foimd  constant  access,  has 
been  from  the  beginning  a  curse  to  Indians  and  whites.  The 
reservation  was  so  steeped  in  iniquity  of  all  kinds,  so  isolated  from 
all  good  influence,  so  contrary  to  ideals  of  American  citizenship,  so 
utterly  destructive  of  purity  in  personal  life  and  of  all  hope  of  sound 
and  pure  family  life,  that  as  soon  as  a  Conference  like  ours  fairly 
saw  the  reservation  as  it  was,  with  the  greatest  unanimity  and  em- 
phasis we  were  compelled  to  declare,  "  The  reservation  system  must 
be  broken  up !  "  And  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  these  Confer- 
ences have  carried  with  them  the  public  opinion  of  the  country  upon 
this  point. 

Dangers  from  Land  in  Severalty. 

Then  came  the  difficulty  as  to  the  feasibility  and  the  probable 
consequences  of  holding  land  in  severalty.  We  know  how  various 
were  the  opinions  expressed  here  twelve  years  ago,  and  how  bitterly 
opposed  to  each  other  were  some  who  maintained  certain  of  these 
opinions;  but  out  of  discussion  and  experiment  has  come  a  con- 
sensus of  opinion.  We  are  by  no  means  blind  to  the  dangers  that 
threaten  the  transition  period  from  barbarous  reservation  life,  with 
its  savage  communism,  to  homes  upon  land  held  in  severalty.  But 
we  are  of  one  mind  as  to  the  absolute  necessity  of  making  all  the 
Indians  who  have  not  yet  left  the  reservation,  as  peacefully  as  may 
be,  but  as  rapidly  as  is  safe,  pass  through  this  transition  period 
to  homes  upon  land  in  severalty  and  to  full  citizenship  in  the  United 
States. 

History  crowded  into  a  Moment. 

It  is  said  that  when  one  is  in  the  act  of  drowning  —  and  from  per- 
sonal experience  I  know  that  it  is  sometimes  true  when  a  sudden 
accident,  like  falling  from  a  great  height,  places  one  for  a  supreme 
moment  where  he  is  conscious  that  within  the  next  few  seconds  he 
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is  likely  to  be  killed  —  there  flashes  through  the  mind  a  condensa- 
tion of  past  consciousness,  a  sudden  gleam  of  vividly  intense  remem- 
brance of  all  one's  past  That  supreme  instant  seems  to  hold  be- 
fore the  eye  of  consciousness  a  record  upon  which,  in  infinitesimal 
tracery,  all  the  past  experience  of  the  life  has  been  written ;  and, 
with  a  iforetaste  of  what  it  may  mean  to  be  set  free  from  limitations 
of  time  and  space,  the  soul  is  suddenly  gifted  with  the  power  to  rush 
through  that  long  record  in  an  instant  of  revealing  reminiscence 
which  seems  to  leave  nothing  unremembered.  Incidents  and  expe- 
riences that  have  not  been  thought  of  for  years  are  vividly  repre- 
sented to  the  mind,  and  you  live  through  them  again  in  an  instant. 


To   CIVILIZE   THESE    RaCES   IS  TO   CONDENSE   NaTURE's    METHODS. 

This  mental  experience  seems  to  have  an  analogue  in  the  early 
history  of  our  bodies.  The  investigations  of  the  biologist,  the  study 
of  the  embryologist  into  the  history  of  our  physical  organism,  indi- 
cates that  in  the  early  history  of  each  human  organism  there  is 
condensed  an  epitome  of  the  record  of  its  descent  through  other 
forms, —  a  brief  history  of  the  past  of  the  race. 

Those  who  are  most  carefully  studying  the  mental  development  of 
childhood  in  the  light  of  these  investigations  of  the  biologists,  be- 
lieve that  important  modifications  will  be  made  in  our  methods  of 
education,  modifications  based  upon  that  condensation  of  the  histor)' 
of  the  race  in  miniature  which  they  think  they  discern  in  the  natural 
development  of  the  child.  Childhood  properly  studied  recalls  not 
only  "trailing  clouds  of  glory,"  whence  it  came,  but  also  something 
of  the  history  of  the  earlier  stages  of  development  through  which  the 
race  has  passed.  Traces  of  the  feelings  of  the  savage  are  to  be 
found  in  early  boyhood  in  all  healthy  children ;  and  the  converse 
of  this  record  of  the  race,  written  in  the  childish  organism  and  ex- 
perience of  the  individual,  we  find  ourselves  face  to  face  with  when 
we  attempt  to  do  for  the  Indian  race  in  one  or  two  generations  what 
unaided  Nature  by  her  slower  methods  takes  hundreds  of  years  to 
do.  To  transform  savages  into  civilized  and  enlightened  citizens 
is  a  process  requiring  time.  Education,  Christian  training,  and  the 
helpful  hand  of  Christian  friends  may  greatly  shorten  the  time  which 
is  required  for  this  transformation.  But  no  educational  processes, 
and  not  even  the  transforming  power  of  the  Christian  life  can  en- 
tirely annihilate  or  completely  and  immediately  overcome  the  im- 
pulses and  tendencies  which  are  directly  inherited  from  ages  of 
savage  descent. 

Patience  and  the  Highest  Ideals! 

In  our  efforts  to  eradicate  and  overcome  these  tendencies  we  are 
not  to  forget  or  despise  the  prolonged  stages  by  which  Nature  leads 
races  through  such  steps  of  progress ;  nor  are  we  ever  to  leave  out 
of  account  the  constant  need  (if  we  would  shorten  the  time)  of  en- 
forcing the  higher  ideals. 
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For  instance,  we  must  see  to  it  that  the  interest  which  just  now  is 
wide-spread  in  methods  of  manual  training  does  not  lead  us  to  make 
a  "fad"  of  manual  training.  General  Armstrong  used  to  insist, 
with  fine  emphasis,  upon  "the  way  to  the  head  and  the  heart 
through  the  trained  right  hand."  But  where  could  we  find  a  nobler 
example  of  reliance  upon  the  power  of  the  highest  moral  and  intel- 
lectual standards  t9  give  dignity  and  direction  to  such  manual  train- 
ing? With  that  Christian  hero  and  pioneer  in  industrial  training, 
the  awakening  of  noble  ambitions,  the  ingulcation  of  the  unselfish 
spirit  of  service  of  one's  fellow-men, —  in  short,  the  formation  of 
character^ — always  dominated  the  conception  of  industrial  training. 

That  view  of  industrial  training  for  the  Indian  or  the  negro  which 
seeks  to  limit  their  intellectual  achievements  to  the  lower  planes,  in 
order  that  all  may  become  skilled  artisans,  and  none  of  them  any- 
thing more  than  artisans,  is  an  ignoble  conception  of  even  ele- 
mentary education.  General  Armstrong  himself  would  have  been 
among  the  first  to  denounce  that  false  ideal  of  education.  The  way 
must  be  opened  through  the  better  training  of  the  hand ;  but  for  the 
most  capable  and  the  most  quickly  progressive,  there  must  always  be 
the  open  avenue  to  the  higher  education. 


Power  of  Property  to  Awaken  Wants  and  to  lead  to 
Higher  Civilization. 

We  have,  to  begin  with,  the  absolute  need  of  awakening  in  the 
savage  Indian  broader  desires  and  ampler  wants.  To  bring  him 
out  of  savagery  into  citizenship  we  must  make  the  Indian  more 
intelligently  selfish  before  we  can  make  him  unselfishly  intelligent. 
We  need  to  awaken  in  him  wants.  In  his  dull  savagery  he  must  be 
touched  by  the  wings  of  the  divine  angel  of  discontent.  Then  he 
begins  to  look  forward,  to  reach  out.  The  desire  for  property  of  his 
own  may  become  an  intense  educating  force.  The  wish  for  a  home 
of  his  own  awakens  him  to  new  eflforts.  Discontent  with  the  teepee 
and  the  starving  rations  of  the  Indian  camp  in  winter  is  needed  to 
get  the  Indian  out  of  the  blanket  and  into  trousers, —  and  trousers 
with  a  pocket  in  them,  and  with  a  pocket  that  aches  to  be  filled  with 
dollars!  The  most  intelligent  students  of  physiological  psychology  in 
the  training  of  children  tell  us  that  it  is  a  misfortune  to  make  a  very 
little  child  so  absolutely  unselfish  that  he  wants  to  give  away  every- 
thing. Such  an  unselfish  childhood  is  most  unpromising.  The 
person  who  blindly  gives  away  everything  in  the  mere  wish  to  be 
smiled  upon  —  and  without  any  consideration  of  the  value  of  what 
he  gives  —  is  not  fitting  himself  to  be  a  helper  of  others,  but  is  taking 
the  first  steps  toward  becoming  a  vague  pauper,  looking  for  a  readi- 
ness on  the  part  of  all  others  to  distribute  whatever  they  can  lay 
hands  on  to  all  who  will  smile  when  they  receive  it.  The  truth  is, 
that  there  can  be  no  strongly  developed  personality  without  the 
teaching  of  property, —  material  property,  and  property  in  thoughts 
and  convictions  that  are  one's  own.     By  acquiring   property,  man 
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puts  forth  his  personality,  and  lays  hold  of  matter  by  his  own 
thought  and  will.  Property  has  been  defined  as  "  objectified  will." 
We  all  go  to  school  to  property,  if  we  use  it  wisely.  No  one  has  a 
right  to  the  luxury  of  giving  away,  until  he  has  learned  the  luxury  of 
earning  and  possessing.  The  Saviour's  teaching  is  full  of  illustrations 
of  the  right  use  of  property.  I  imagine  that  we  shall  look  back  from 
that  larger  life  which  lies  before  us  **  on  the  farther  side  of  the  river 
of  death,"  and  shall  regard  the  property  we  have  held  and  used  here, 
not  as  in  itself  an  object  jind  an  end,  but  much  as  those  of  us  who 
have  had  the  benefit  of  kindergarten  training  look  back  now  upon 
the  little  prizes  and  gifts  that  were  put  into  our  hands  in  the  kinder- 
garten classes,  things  which  were  of  no  sort  of  value  or  consequence 
except  as  out  of  their  use  we  got  training  for  the  larger  life,  and  for 
the  right  use  of  stronger  powers. 

There  is  an  immense  moral  training  that  comes  from  the  use  of 
property.  And  the  Indian  has  had  all  that  to  learn.  Like  a  litde 
child  who  learns  the  true  delight  of  giving  away  only  by  first  earning 
and  possessing  what  it  gives,  the  Indian  must  learn  that  he  has 
no  right  to  give  until  he  has  earned,  and  that  he  has  no  right  to  eat 
until  he  has  worked  for  his  bread.  Our  teachers  upon  the  reserva- 
tions know  that  frequently  lessons  in  home-building,  and  providence 
for  the  future  of  the  family  which  they  are  laboriously  teaching,  are 
effaced  and  counteracted  by  the  old  communal  instincts  and  customs 
which  bring  half  a  tribe  of  kins-people  to  settle  down  at  the  door  of 
the  home  when  the  grain  is  threshed  or  the  beef  is  killed,  and  to 
live  upon  their  enterprising  kinsman  so  long  as  his  property  will 
suffice  to  feed  the  clan  of  his  kins-people.  We  have  found  it  neces- 
sary, as  one  of  the  first  steps  in  developing  a  stronger  personality 
in  the  Indian,  to  make  him  responsible  for  property.  Even  if  he 
learns  its  value  only  by  losing  it,  and  going  without  it  until  he  works 
for  more,  the  educational  process  has  begun.  To  cease  from  pau- 
perizing the  Indian  by  feeding  him  through  years  of  laziness, —  to 
instruct  him  to  use  property  which  is  legally  his,  and  by  protecting 
his  title,  to  help  him  through  the  dangerous  transition  period  into 
citizenship, —  this  is  the  first  great  step  in  the  education  of  the 
race. 

Immerse  the  Indian  in  Civilization. 

And  the  second  of  the  lessons  which  seem  to  me  of  greatest  value, 
as  we  review  the  outcome  of  our  thirteen  Conferences  at  Mohonk,  is 
the  "  object  lesson  "  which  has  been  taught  us  by  Captain  Pratt, 
through  his  system  of  placing  out  Indian  boys  and  girls  in  Christian 
homes.  Here  they  learn  by  experience  and  by  contact,  here  they 
imbibe  citizenship  and  Christianity  ;  and,  through  living  in  the  fam- 
ilies of  American  citizens,  they  are  taught  how  to  walk  alone  as 
citizens.  This  immersion  in  citizenship,  with  such  a  personal  hold 
by  friends  upon  each  young  person  who  is  drawn  from  the  reserva- 
tions as  is  secured  by  membership  in  a  civilized  and  Christian  fam- 
ily, is  the  surest  and  most  rapid  method  of  advancing  the  civilization 
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of  the  Indians  ;  and  I  believe  that  every  young  Indian  who  is  taught 
to  hold  his  own  while  he  stays  here  in  the  East,  by  his  example  and 
his  influence  upon  his  own  people  is  worth  ten  times  as  much  as  he 
would  be  if  he  went  back  to  the  tribe  and  the  reservation.  Let  us 
break  up  the  tribal  masses !  Let  us  draft  into  the  East  as  many  as 
we  can  persuade  to  come,  and  can  wisely  place  among  helpful 
friends.  The  surest  way  to  learn  to  speak  a  language  is  to  live 
constantly  among  those  who  speak  that  language  and  no  other. 
The  surest  way  for  the  Indian  to  learn  the  life-language  of  civiliza- 
tion and  Christianity  is  to  live  daily  among  civilized  Christian  people 
who  care  for  him. 

Schools  and  Homes. 

Twelve  years  ago  we  had  bitterly  to  lament  the  lack  of  schools  for 
the  Indians.  To-day  schools  are  provided  for  more  than  two-thirds 
of  all  the  Indian  children  of  school  age. 


The  Indian  Territory. 

Ten  years  ago  we  gave  them  land  and  law  in  the  Dawes  Bill.  But 
there  is  still  that  great  blot  upon  our  map  where  is  still  tried  the 
un-American  and  unstatesmanlike  experiment  of  the  imperium  in 
imperio.  This  attempt  to  deal  with  an  Indian  tribe  on  our  territory 
as  we  would  deal  with  a  foreign  government,  has  been  a  mistake  from 
the  first.  One  of  the  most  important  questions  to  come  before  us 
in  this  Conference  will  be,  How  can  the  government  of  the  United 
States  be  extended  over  the  Indian  Territory  ? 

Part  of  our  study  has  always  been  the  customs  of  the  Indian,  to 
see  him  as  he  has  been  and  as  he  is.  That  is  practical.  "  Morals  " 
means  "customs."  Morals,  ethics,  are  the  expression  of  what  we 
have  been  accustomed  to  do.  The  customs  of  a  people  embody 
their  code  of  morals.  And  we  must  build  up  morality  in  the  In- 
dians ;  and  to  do  this  we  must  help  them  to  a  more  intelligent 
religious  life.  There  has  never  been  a  moral  people  that  has  not 
been  a  religious  people.  Matthew  Arnold's  attempt  to  define  the 
religious  life  as  "morality  touched  by  emotion"  does  not  answer 
the  need.  They  need  morality  touched  by  life^  and  by  Him  who  is 
the  Author  of  life. 

Whether  our  schools  are  organized  by  the  missionary  boards  or 
under  the  government,  we  have  learned  that  the  best  results  can  not 
be  attained  unless  the  work  is  steadily  done  in  the  light  that  breaks 
from  the  Source  above  us,  "the  light  that  never  was  on  sea  or  land." 
The  face  of  the  child  must  be  trained  to  turn  reverently  to  the  face 
of  the  Father.  Whatever  else  our  work  is,  it  must  be  Christian  work. 
And  it  is  Christlike  work !  Let  us  address  ourselves  to  it  with  rev- 
erent reliance  upon  Him  who  "came  to  seek  and  to  save"  the  lost. 
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SURVEY   OF   THE   FIELD. 

BY    GENERAL    E.    WHITTLESEY. 

The  year  has  been  a  quiet  one  in  Indian  affairs.  There  have  been 
no  disturbances,  no  excitements ;  but  there  has  been  a  steady  im- 
provement in  education  and  industry  among  our  Indians.  The  dis- 
turbances that  troubled  us  last  year  at  Jackson's  Hole  in  Idaho  have 
been  settled  by  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States, —  a  decision  that  declares  that  the  State  laws  in  reference  to 
game  are  to  be  obeyed  by  Indians  as  well  as  white  men.  This  de- 
cision of  the  Supreme  Court  seems  a  hardship  to  the  Indians ;  but 
there  are  considerations  that  may  reconcile  us  to  it.  One  is,  when 
this  reliance  upon  the  game  of  the  country  for  support  is  broken  up, 
the  Indians  will  be  led  to  turn  their  attention  to  the  soil  and  its  cul- 
tivation as  a  means  of  maintenance.  Another  is  that  the  decision 
settles  the  legal  status  of  the  Indian,  and  puts  him  upon  an  equality 
with  the  white  man.  That  is  the  principle  for  which  we  have  con- 
tended in  this  Conference,  and  which  you  remember  was  so  earnestly 
and  ably  advocated  by  our  lamented  friend,  Judge  Abbott. 

The  condition  of  affairs  in  the  Indian  Territory  has  not  materially 
improved  ;  but  there  is  a  beginning  of  light  even  there.  It  is  signifi- 
cant that  in  the  appropriation  bill  passed  last  winter,  in  the  appro- 
priation for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  commission  to  the  five 
civilized  tribes,  it  is  expressly  declared  "to  be  the  duty  of  the 
United  States  to  establish  a  government  in  the  Indian  Territory 
which  will  rectify  the  many  inequalities  and  discriminations  now 
existing  in  that  Territory,  and  afford  needful  protection  to  the  lives 
and  property  of  all  citizens  and  residents  thereof."  I  think  that  is  a 
gleam  of  light  upon  this  subject ;  and  we  may  hope  for  further  legis- 
lation. It  is  also  significant  that  in  the  late  election  in  the  Choctaw 
country  the  party  in  favor  of  the  division  of  their  lands  and  of 
United  States  citizenship  was  successful.  We  hope  something  from 
that,  and  that  the  influence  of  it  may  spread  among  the  other  tribes 
in  that  Territory. 

One  step  of  progress  has  been  made  during  the  past  year,  and  that 
is  the  extension  of  the  classified  civil  service  over  almost  every 
branch  of  the  Indian  service.  All  persons,  except  those  nominated 
for  confirmation  by  the  Senate,  are  now  under  the  civil  service  rules ; 
and  it  is  provided  that  Indians  may  be  appointed  to  such  positions 
as  they  are  competent  to  fill.  This  recognition  of  the  merit  system 
will  certainly  lift  the  standard  of  the  service  in  every  way ;  and  I  am 
sure  it  makes  glad  the  heart  of  one  who  has  been  in  this  Conference 
and  in  public  assemblies  all  over  the  country  advocating  this  reform 
and  fighting  against  the  spoils  system, —  Herbert  Welsh. 

The  work  of  education  has  gone  on  well,  though  no  great  advance- 
ment has  been  made.  There  is,  however,  steady  improvement 
under  the  able  superintendency  of  Dr.  Hailmann,  backed  up  by  the 
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Commissioner.  The  number  enrolled  during  the  last  year  in  all  the 
Indian  schools  was  23,393,  an  increase  of  357  over  the  enrolment 
of  the  previous  year.  The  average  attendance  has  been  19,121,  an 
increase  of  933  over  the  attendance  of  the  previous  year.  In  addi- 
tion to  this  558  Indian  children  have  been  placed  in  public  schools 
in  the  States  and  Territories  under  a  contract  with  the  Indian  office. 
The  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Indian  schools  for  the 
current  year  on  which  we  are  now  entered  amounts  to  $2,517,265, 
so  that  there  is  an  increase  this  year  over  last  year  of  about  twenty- 
two  and  a  half  per  cent.  During  the  three  previous  years  there  had 
been  a  slight  falling  off.  In  addition  to  this  there  is  also  an  appro- 
priation of  $15,000  for  matrons,  and  of  $65,000  for  additional 
farmers.  This  is  really  educaiional  work  as  much  as  any  other. 
This  $80,000  added  to  the  $2,517,265  gives  us  nearly  $2,600,000  for 
the  coming  year  for  the  work  of  education. 

The  amount  set  apart  for  contract  schools  for  the  current  year, 
including  the  appropriations  for  Hampton  and  Lincoln,  is  $257,928, 
about  half  that  was  devoted  to  that  purpose  two  years  ago.  Taking 
out  the  appropriations  to  Hampton  and  Lincoln,  the  amount  appro- 
priated for  contract  schools  is  $204,488. 

I  am  sure  that  you  will  be  glad  that  the  Commissioner  has  a  larger 
fund  at  his  disposal  for  next  year,  and  that  he  will  be  able  to  add 
several  important  schools  to  those  now  in  existence.  It  is  contem- 
plated to  build  a  large  school  at  Rosebud  Agency,  and  another  at 
the  Pine  Ridge  as  soon  as  possible.     Some  others  are  projected. 

The  allotment  of  lands  has  continued  with  perhaps  as  great  rapid- 
ity as  the  exigencies  of  the  service  would  warrant.  During  the  last 
year,  patents  were  issued  and  delivered  to  2,283  allottees.  Patents 
were  made  out,  and  are  ready  to  be  delivered,  amounting  to  919. 
Allotments  were  approved  and  sent  to  the  department  to  have  the 
patents  prepared,  amounting  to  2,658 ;  and  additional  schedules  of 
allotment  have  been  received  at  the  Indian  office,  but  not  yet  exam- 
ined, amounting  to  3,623.  Last  January  I  had  the  records  of  the 
Indian  office  very  carefully  examined  in  order  to  ascertain  how  many 
allotments  had  been  made  since  1887, —  when  the  general  allotment 
was  approved, —  and  the  summary  is  49,957  allotments,  and  patents 
issued,  33,732.  Up  to  this  date  there  have  been  nearly  60,000  allot- 
ments made,  and  about  35,000  patents  issued. 

That  shows  the  magnitude  of  the  work ;  and  yet  it  is  ten  years 
almost  since  the  allotment  bill  was  approved  and  passed,  and  an 
immense  amount  of  work  in  that  direction  yet  remains  to  be  done. 
I  should  have  added  that  non-reservation  Indians  have  received  606 
allotments  and  patents.  They  take  up  their  allotments,  under  the 
homestead  laws,  in  the  public  lands,  the  government  paying  their 
fees  for  them. 

There  has  been,  during  the  year,  no  general  legislation  upon 
Indian  affairs  of  great  importance.  The  bill  for  the  reorganization 
of  the  Indian  Bureau  failed  to  receive  attention  in  Congress.  The 
bill  for  the  establishment  of  a  government  in  the  Indian  Territory 
also  failed.     Another  bill  of  very  great  importance  has  failed  for  two 
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years  in  succession ;  that  is,  the  act  for  the  prohibition  of  the  sale  of 
intoxicating  liquors  to  allottees.  Complaints  come  up  to  us  from  all 
quarters  of  the  disastrous  effects  of  liquor-selling,  coming  in  under 
the  laws  as  they  have  been  interpreted  by  judges  of  State  courts; 
and  there  is  now  a  free  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  to  Indian  allot- 
tees. Commissioner  Browning  prepared  a  bill,  two  years  ago,  to 
meet  this  difficulty,  and  it  was  passed  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, but  failed  to  receive  attention  in  the  Senate.  Last  year  the 
bill  was  introduced  in  both  houses.  It  received  the  approvd  of  the 
Committee  of  the  House,  but  no  further  action  was  taken.  In  the 
Senate  it  was  referred  to  the  committee,  and  nothing  more  was 
heard  of  it.  Now,  I  hope  that  every  member  of  this  Conference 
who  knows  a  member  of  Congress  will  give  him  no  rest  until  he 
takes  hold  of  this  measure  and  tries  to  see  it  through.  It  is  of  vital 
consequence.  The  allotment  of  lands,  and  the  securing  of  home- 
steads, will  be  an  utter  failure  if  we  allow  intoxicating  drinks  to  come 
in  and  ruin  the  Indians  to  whom  these  allotments  have  been 
made. 

When  we  think  of  the  condition  of  affairs  twenty  years  ago,  or  even 
fifteen  years  ago,  when  the  idea  of  this  Conference  took  shape  in  the 
mind  of  our  good  friend  and  brother,  Mr.  Smiley,  we  cannot  help 
rejoicing  and  thanking  God  for  what  has  already  been  accomplished. 
We  have  seen  the  spoils  system  in  the  Indian  service  substantially 
overthrown.  We  have  seen  the  school  system  organized  and  put 
into  good  shape,  so  that  it  will  accomplish  more  and  more  year  by 
year.  We  have  seen  this  work  of  allotment  going  on  year  after  year, 
until  multitudes  of  Indians  now  are  settled  upon  their  homesteads ; 
and  the  department  is  doing  all  in  its  power  to  aid  those  who  take 
up  their  allotments  in  the  way  of  building  houses,  furnishing  tools, 
and  seeds.  So  that,  all  over  the  land,  Indians  are  getting  to  work; 
and  they  are  engaged  in  many  industries  besides  farming.  Many 
are  employed  by  the  government.  More  than  $400,000  was  paid  to 
Indian  employees  at  the  various  agencies  and  in  the  schools  during 
the  last  year,  and  much  more  was  earned  by  chopping  wood,  fishing, 
and  in  many  other  ways. 

Though  so  much  has  been  done,  and  we  see  reason  to  thank  God 
and  take  courage,  there  yet  remains  enough  for  us  to  do.  We  have 
to  maintain  the  civil  service  reform  against  all  opposition  from  what- 
ever source  it  may  come.  We  have  to  continue  the  school  work 
with  all  the  aid  we  can  render  by  our  advice  and  our  material  help. 
We  have  to  work  for  the  moral  elevation  and  the  Christianization  of 
the  Indians,  so  that  they  may  resist  the  temptations  that  come  in 
upon  them  from  every  side.  We  have  to  maintain  their  rights 
against  the  men  who  are  determined,  in  all  possible  ways,  to  get  hold 
of  Indian  property  if  they  can.  It  seems  to  be  the  idea  among  many 
men  that,  if  an  Indian  occupies  a  piece  of  land,  it  must  be  specially 
valuable  for  some  purpose,  and  he  wants  to  get  hold  of  it. 

There  is  another  thing  in  connection  with  this  allotment  which  we 
have  to  work  for,  and  that  is  to  resist  too  rapid  a  sale  of  the  unalloted 
lands.     Many  of  the  reservations  are  good  only  for  grazing  purposes, 
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and  the  great  body  of  land  should  be  held  in  common  by  the  Indians 
even  after  they  have  taken  their  allotments,  so  that  they  may  use  it 
for  the  herding  of  cattle,  as  that  is  probably  the  only  industry  in 
which  many  of  them  can  be  successful. 

I  am  sure,  looking  over  the  whole  field,  we  can  say  in  the  words  of 
the  old  hymn  which  we  have  so  often  sung,  "  Give  to  the  winds  thy 
fears,  hope  and  be  undismayed." 

President  Gates  introduced  Mr.  Francis  E.  Leupp  as  the  Washing- 
ton representative  of  the  Indian  Rights  Association  and  the  latest 
appointment  to  the  United  States  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners. 


Visits  to  Reservations. 

Mr.  Leupp. —  I  have  been  over  the  North-west  this  summer  and 
have  visited  a  number  of  reser\'ations.  I  shall  not  attempt,  there- 
fore, to  give  a  full  account  of  my  wanderings,  but  will  pick  out  a  few 
of  the  salient  features  that  may  be  interesting. 

One  visit  I  made  was  to  the  Sac  and  Fox  Reservation  in  Iowa.  It 
was  a  striking  object  lesson  in  the  matter  of  which  you  have  heard 
this  morning, —  the  fruitlessness  of  the  reservation  system.  The  Sac 
and  Fox  Reservation  is  in  the  midst  of  a  teeming  civilization  in  a 
farming  country,  and  the  people  all  about  there  are  as  fair  samples 
of  American  citizenship  in  the  agricultural  districts  as  one  could  look 
for.  There  is  a  healthy  sentiment  among  them  about  the  Indians, 
as  a  rule.  Yet  we  have  drawn  "la  line  around  the  reservation,  out  of 
which  no  Indian  shall  come  and  into  which  no  white  man  shall  go. 
The  result  is,  that  these  Indians  have  been  there  nearly  a  half- 
century,  and  are  hardly  advanced  beyond  the  point  at  which  they 
started.  The  houses  in  which  they  live  give  a  fair  idea  of  the  degree 
of  civilization  they  have  reached.  They  are  made  of  unplaned  hem- 
lock boards,  and  put  up  by  the  Indians  themselves.  They  aFe  built 
in  a  rather  primitive  fashion,  and  their  most  curious  feature  is  the 
windows.  A  window  consists  of  a  movable  clapboard  hung  on  strap 
hinges  which  the  family  let  down  for  light  and  air,  and  which  they 
shut  up  when  it  is  too  cold  or  stormy.  The  way  the  houses  are 
built  is  characteristic.  They  are  carried  up  in  the  ordinary  manner 
as  far  as  the  square  goes,  but  the  angles  made  by  the  gables  are  filled 
in  with  strips  of  bark  and  rush  thatching,  possibly  because  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  saw  boards  to  fit,  whereas  the  bark  and  thatch-work  can  be 
done  with  a  jackknife.  These  Indians  enjoy  one  advantage  in  being 
in  a  community  where  public  sentiment  is  against  the  liquor  traffic ; 
for,  in  the  few  instances  that  have  come  to  light  for  some  years  past, 
the  white  dealers  who  have  sold  liquor  to  the  Indians  have  been  vig- 
orously prosecuted  and  judgment  always  found  against  them,  so  that 
it  has  become  too  dangerous  a  business  even  for  those  who  are  re- 
strained by  no  moral  scruples. 

Another  point  of  interest  visited  this  summer  was  the  Sisseton 
Agency,  where  the  Indians  have  had  allotments  in  severalty  for  some 


years.  They  had  their  share  of  the  common  experience  of  double 
allotments  being  given  to  one  Indian^  while  some  other  Indian  was 
left  out,  through  confusion  of  names.  All  this  is  in  process  of  ad- 
justment ;  but  meanwhile  it  has  borne  one  unpleasant  fruit. 

The  Indians  received  this  year  a  cash  payment  from  the  govern- 
ment, amounting  to  about  $34  per  capita.  The  whites  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, knowing  that  the  Indians  were  to  receive  this  money, 
planned  to  get  all  of  it  that  they  could.  They  came  as  near  to  the 
reservation  as  they  dared,  and  set  up  gambling  establishments  and 
places  for  selling  intoxicating  liquors.  The  agent,  Mr.  Keller,  by 
very  hard  work,  had  contrived  to  drive  these  people  off  for  two  or 
three  years,  going  as  far  in  that  direction  as  he  could  within  the  law ; 
but  they  carefully  examined  the  map  of  the  reservation  and  discovered 
that  there  was  one  little  tract, —  a  quarter-section  which  seems  to  have 
been  given  to  some  Indian  who  had  an  allotment  elsewhere,  and 
been  abandoned  by  him.  This  was  just  across  a  narrow  ravine  from 
the  agency  buildings.  There  the  white  sharpers  set  up  a  miniature 
city  this  summer,  with  their  gambling  shanties  and  liquor  tents  and 
all  the  rest,  with  the  idea  that  the  Indians,  as  fast  as  they  got  their 
money,  would  go  there  and  be  drawn  into  the  net.  That  was  the 
plan.  But  the  agent  warned  the  Indians,  established  a  police 
cordon  for  their  protection,  and  had  some  of  the  sharpers  arrested. 
The  dramsellers  and  gamblers  were  therefore  forced  to  prey  chiefly 
upon  victims  of  their  own  color,  and  had  a  pretty  unprofitable  season 
as  a  whole.  There  is  good  reason  to  doubt  whether  the  miniature 
city  will  be  found  there  another  year. 

One  word  with  regard  to  payments  like  this  one,  where  the  Treas- 
ury simply  pours  money  into  the  Indians'  laps.  Here  was  a  case 
where  many  of  the  Indians  had  been  leading  industrious  lives ;  and, 
even  admitting  the  existence  of  another  element  among  them,  their 
movement  was  generally  upward.  The  prairie  country  on  the  reser- 
vation looks  like  a  boundless  sweep  of  dead  level,  but  there  are 
ravines'  here  and  there  where  trees  grow.  The  more  industrious  Ind- 
ians have  been  in  the  habit  of  cutting  these  trees  and  selling  the 
wood  for  fuel.  Mr.  Baskervill,  the  missionary  who  is  in  charge  of 
the  Good-Will  School  about  two  miles  from  the  agency,  told  me  that 
he  had  been  in  the  habit  of  laying  in  his  stock  of  winter  fuel  by  buy- 
ing from  the  Indians,  and  until  this  year  usually  had  his  sheds  partiy 
filled  by  the  middle  of  the  summer.  But  this  year,  up  to  the  time  of 
my  visit,  in  spite  of  all  the  efforts  he  had  made,  the  Indians  had 
been  so  excited  and  overwrought  with  the  feeling  that  some  money 
was  coming  to  them  for  which  they  would  not  have  to  work,  that 
only  a  few  of  them  had  even  begun  to  cut  their  wood.  A  very  few 
thrifty  ones  had  brought  in  a  little,  but  he  did  not  know  at  that  time 
just  where  he  was  to  look  for  the  bulk  of  his  wood  for  the  winter. 
Many  of  the  farming  Indians,  too,  had  neglected  to  put  in  crops,  or 
had  sowed  only  small  ones,  for  the  same  reason. 

Another  point  I  visited  was  La  Pointe  Agency  in  Wisconsin. 
This  agency  has  seven  reservations  attached  to  it.  Two  of  these, 
the  Bad  River  and  the  Lac  de  Flambeau,  have  passed  through  a 


wonderful  transformation  within  a  few  years.  Lieutenant  Mercer, 
the  acting  Indian  agent,  is  a  young  and  energetic  army  officer,  am- 
bitious of  making  a  record  as  a  man  of  business.  His  force  of  char- 
acter has  brought  upon  him  the  wrath  of  a  half-dozen  mixed-bloods 
who  had  been  in  the  habit,  before  he  came,  of  running  the  agency 
as  they  pleased.  Former  agents  seem  to  have  been  afraid  of  them. 
Mercer  has  taken  hold  of  the  lumbering  interests  of  his  Indians  and 
is  making  a  good  thing  out  of  them.  He  has  concluded  contracts 
with  reputable  lumber  dealers,  who  have  come  in  and  set  up  mills 
costing  from  $300,000  to  $350,000  apiece,  and  have  cut  the  timber 
and  sawed  it  into  merchantable  forms  on  the  reservation,  so  that  each 
Indian  allottee  gets  the  full  value  of  every  stick  of  wood  growing  on  his 
allotment.  I  looked  into  a  number  of  complaints  which  had  reached 
me  from  La  Pointe  and  found  them  utterly  trivial ;  as  a  rule  they 
had  been  instigated  by  people  who  were  disposed  to  do  everything 
they  could  to  make  trouble  for  the  agent.  Some  of  these  mischief- 
makers  have  had  to  be  dismissed  from  the  reservation  as  incorrigible 
nuisances  and  stirrers-up  of  bad  blood. 

A  good  many  of  the  Indians  have  been  stimulated  to  work  at  the 
saw-mills  and  in  the  logging-camps.  The  contractors  have  honestly 
tried  to  carry  out  the  idea  of  giving  them  the  same  pay  as  white  men 
for  the  same  work.  The  result  is  that  at  Bad  River  not  only  have 
some  $30,000  of  the  contractors'  money  been  distributed  among  the 
Indians  for  work,  but  about  $60,000  more  have  gone  out  in  the  way 
of  sub-contracts  with  Indians  and  mixed-bloods  who  have  organized 
logging-camps. 

The  Red  Cliff  Reservation,  another  attached  to  La  Pointe  agency, 
contains  about  two  hundred  very  industrious  and  worthy  Indians. 
These  men  have  struggled  hard  to  get  a  living,  and  succeeded  un- 
commonly well.  One  of  their  original  industries  —  the  most  impor- 
tant one  —  was  the  net  fishery  in  a  bay  adjoining  the  reservation. 
Recently,  however,  at  the  instigation  of  some  white  men  engaged  in 
the  fishery  business,  with  whom  these  Indians  came  into  competition, 
the  Legislature  of  Wisconsin  passed  a  law  forbidding  such  net-fishing 
as  the  Indians  were  engaged  in.  The  result  is  that  these  poor  fel- 
lows are  thrown  upon  their  backs.  They  have  no  other  resources 
except  farming  in  a  small  way,  but  they  still  put  on  a  stvirdy  front 
and  ask  no  odds  of  the  government.  They  are  most  anxious  now 
for  the  President's  approval  of  an  allotment  plan  which  was  sub- 
mitted to  Washington  in  their  behalf  several  years  ago,  but  which  in 
some  way  was  side-tracked.  If  the  President  could  be  induced  to 
approve  this  allotment  plan  the  Red  Cliff  Indians  would  continue  to 
be  self-supporting,  for  they  could  sell  their  growing  timber. 

Something  has  been  said  this  morning  with  regard  to  the  liquor 
bills  which  have  been  introduced  into  Congress.  Contradictory  atti- 
tudes have  been  taken  in  regard  to  this  kind  of  legislation  by  our 
statesmen  in  Washington.  I  went  to  Senator  Pettigrew  a  while  ago 
to  see  whether  the  Senate  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  would  not 
put  one  of  these  bills  on  its  passage.  He  wanted  to  know  what  was 
the  trouble  with  the  laws  we  already  had.     I  answered  that  they  did 


not  go  far  enough, —  we  wanted  some  legislation  to  protect  the  Ind- 
ians to  whom  allotments  had  been  made.  "  No,"  he  said,  **  we  can- 
not do  anything  of  that  kind.  It  would  be  unconstitutional.  Those 
Indians  are  citizens ;  and  there  is  no  way  of  preventing  them,  by 
United  States  law,  from  buying  liquor  if  they  want  to." 

As  the  House  Committee  had  reported  a  liquor  bill  favorably,  I 
sought  a  prominent  member  of  that  committee.  "  How  is  this  ? "  I 
asked  him.  "  You  are  a  lawyer,  and  Senator  Pettigrew  is  a  lawyer ; 
yet  you  have  reported  favorably  on  a  bill  which  he  refuses  to  recog- 
nize as  constitutional."  "Oh,"  he  replied,  "that  whole  constitu- 
tional question  was  argued  in  our  committee  till  I  grew  tired  and 
exclaimed,  *  Gentlemen,  we  can  talk  over  this  thing  till  doomsday 
and  get  no  nearer  a  conclusion.  The  only  thing  for  us  to  do  is  to 
pass  the  bill  and  let  the  Constitution  go  to  Ballyhack  I  "  When  we 
can  induce  a  few  more  Congressmen  to  take  the  view  that  it  is  the 
business  of  the  courts,  and  not  of  Congress,  to  settle  constitutional 
questions,  we  may  get  something  done. 

Miss  M.  C.  Collins,  Fort  Yates,  No.  Dak. — I  have  just  come 
from  the  West,  almost  directly  from  the  Standing  Rock  Agency,  and 
am  glad  to  bring  you  some  news  which  is  encouraging.  But  I  want  to 
say  to  you  first,  dear  friends,  do  not  be  too  hopeful.  Do  not  at  once 
think  that  you  have  accomplished  all  there  is  to  do,  and  that  the 
government  has  done  all  it  can  do  for  the  Indian  people.  There  is 
a  great  work  yet  for  Mohonk  and  for  the  Indian  Rights  Association 
to  do.  If  an  agency  is  all  right,  it  will  do  no  harm  for  you  to  watch 
it ;  and,  if  it  is  all  wrong,  you  ought  to  know  it. 

I  find  on  our  reservation  that  the  question  which  presents  itself 
to  us  is,  not  the  Indian  problem,  but  the  white  man  problem.  Our 
Indians  are  ready  to  be  civilized.  Many  are  trying  to  become 
civilized,  but  their  experience  with  white  people  is  often  such  that 
we  have  constantly  to  remind  them  that  all  white  men,  even  though 
they  be  dead,  are  not  good. 

Not  long  ago  one  of  the  old  Indian  chiefs,  Grindstone,  was  in 
conversation  with  a  non-progressive  man  who  does  not  believe 
that  it  pays  to  put  all  our  Indian  youth  into  school.  Grindstone  is 
solemn,  quiet,  never  speaks  aloud  or  gets  excited,  but  he  said  this 
to  the  other  Indian,  "My  friend,  there  is  one  thing  that  Indians 
must  learn  :  we  must  learn  to  take  off  our  hats  to  the  flag,  we  must 
learn  to  honor  the  Church,  we  must  learn  to  support  the  schools." 
Patriotism,  Christianity,  and  education,  are  what  the  Indians  all 
need.  We  must  Christianize  them  to  civilize  them.  Grindstone 
was  one  of  the  followers  of  Sitting  Bull  and  was  in  the  battle  of 
the  Little  Big  Horn  where  Custer  fell.  He  has  all  his  life  been 
considered  one  of  the  leading  warriors  among  his  people,  an  honor- 
able man,  a  grand  man,  and  he  sees  that  the  rising  generation  must 
live  in  a  different  way  from  past  generations. 

My  work  as  a  missionary  brings  me  in  contact  with  the  people 
in  their  homes,  and  I  can  see  a  great  improvement  in  the  last  few 
years.     When  I  first  reached  there  I  could  not  in  all  the  region  buy 
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hay  for  my  horses.  No  Indian  ever  put  up  hay.  He  had  ponies, 
and  when  the  snows  did  not  fall  too  deep  they  could  beat  it  away 
with  their  hoofs  and  get  grass.  But  when  the  snow  drifted  up, 
sometimes  forty  feet  deep,  in  the  ravines,  the  ponies  starved  to 
death,  or,  if  they  survived,  were  hardly  able  to  travel.  This  summer 
a  large  number  of  my  people  have  put  up  from  forty  to  one  hundred 
tons  of  hay.  When  I  first  went  there  few  cattle  were  owned  by 
Indians.  One  of  our  men  had  nine,  and  that  was  about  as  large  a 
herd  as  was  found  on  the  Grand  River.  Now  we  have  a  great  many 
owning  from  twenty  to  seventy-five  head.  When  I  first  tried  to 
persuade  them  to  take  care  of  their  cattle,  it  was  up-hill  work.  A 
man  with  four  or  five  cows  usually  had  two  or  three  calves,  but  ac- 
cidents would  happen  to  them  and  they  would  be  killed  and  eaten. 
I  remember  taking  a  blackboard  and  putting  the  number  of  cows 
that  one  man  had  on  the  board,  and  explaining  how  they  would 
increase  naturally,  and  how,  if  they  would  keep  these  cattle,  in  ten 
years  they  would  have  a  certain  niunber.  A  man  from  a  long  dis- 
tance came  to  me  and  asked  me  to  explain  it  all  to  him  again.  He 
was  one  of  the  first  to  settle  down,  and  has  now  sixty  head ;  and 
some  of  the  Indians  say  he  is  the  stingiest  man  they  ever  saw,  be- 
cause no  accident  ever  happens  to  his  calves. 

Our  church  work  is  under  the  American  Missionary  Association. 
We  began  ten  years  ago  on  Standing  Rock  Agency  without  a  single 
church.  To-day  we  have  a  large  church  and  about  two  hundred 
adult  members,  besides  the  following  within  the  families.  I  can 
tell  by  our  Fourth  of  July  celebrations  what  our  following  is,  because 
the  people  divide  by  churches.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  make 
the  people  come  together  in  one  grand  celebration ;  and  the  denom- 
inations, Episcopalian,  Catholic,  and  ourselves,  have  separate  cele- 
brations, though  they  have  tried  to  have  but  one.  Last  Fourth  of 
July  our  Church  of  the  Sacred  Herald  had  fifteen  hundred  people 
present,  almost  all  our  own.  That  was  a  large  meeting.  Our  Ind- 
ians are  learning  to  vote  upon  important  questions  and  to  carry  on 
their  own  missionary  societies.  Until  this  year  we  have  always  had 
to  do  the  great  part  of  the  work  for  the  Fourth  of  July.  This  year 
I  suggested  that  they  have  the  celebration  without  asking  me  any 
question,  unless  there  was  a  controversy  to  settle.  They  appointed 
their  own  committees  and  arranged  their  meeting,  and  raised  their 
money  for  fireworks.  They  appointed  their  own  speakers,  and 
among  others  appointed  an  old-time  Indian  to  represent  the  old 
times ;  and  he  did  it,  and  he  did  as  much  for  us  as  any  of  the 
speakers.  We  had  one  of  the  deacons  of  the  church  to  represent 
the  progressive  Indians,  a  returned  student  to  represent  the  stu- 
dents, the  ministers  to  represent  the  church.  When  dinner  came  it 
was  served  by  twelve  young  girls  who  had  on  new  dresses,  though  it 
was  very  hot,  of  the  most  gorgeous  scarlet  and  purple  velvet  with 
white  aprons,  and  they  waited  on  the  tables  beautifully.  The  din- 
ner also  was  prepared  by  the  Indians  themselves.  An  Indian  from 
another  church  asked  one  of  our  men,  "  How  is  it  you  know  how  to 
manage  so  well  ?"  He  replied,  "  They  say  it  is  because  we  are 
Congregationalists  and  have  to  govern  ourselves." 
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In  our  missionary  meetings  we  raised  $  i  ,000  last  year  for  native 
missionary  work.  At  our  last  meeting,  at  Yankton,  the  question 
came  up  about  new  missionaries  in  the  field,  and  our  Indians  raised 
enough  to  pay  $300  a  year  for  three  native  missionaries,  and  they 
are  never  in  debt.  I  will  tell  you  why:  because  each  year  they 
have  the  money  laid  down  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  to  carry  on 
the  work  for  the  next  year.  They  had  this  year,  after  the  salaries 
were  paid,  $1,000  in  hand.  And  when  our  missionary  said,  "The 
American  Missionary  Association  is  needing  help  so  much,  and  this 
is  their  great  jubilee  year,  we  hope  you  will  make  a  gift  to  that  Asso- 
ciation to  carry  on  its  work,'*  the  most  hopeful  said  they  thought 
they  could  give  $50,  but  it  would  be  hard  work  to  get  it.  They 
went  out  and  appointed  a  committee,  and  the  result  was  that  they 
made  a  gift  of  $300  to  the  American  Missionary  Association  to  help 
pay  its  debt.  Then  came  the  question  of  the  Crow  Indians.  They 
need  a  missionary  very  much ;  and  the  question  came  up  of  sending 
a  Sioux  missionary  to  their  old  enemies,  the  Crows.  The  question 
was  considered  and  decided  that  these  Sioux  Indians  should  raise 
another  $300  in  addition  to  the  $900  already  raised ;  and  they  will 
do  it  this  year.  This  is  the  hopeful  side,  this  is  the  Indian  side  of 
the  question. 

There  is  another  side  which  is  not  so  hopeful.  It  is  true  we  have 
American  schools  among  us,  and  it  is  true  that  the  government  in 
Washington  is  doing  a  great  deal,  perhaps  all  that  it  can ;  but  it  is 
a  long  way  from  Washington  to  the  Indian  reservation,  and  there 
are  a  great  many  to  come  between  our  Indian  Commissioner  and 
School  Superintendent  (Dr.  Hailmann,  I  mean)  and  our  Indians. 

We  have  three  or  four  police  judges  among  our  Indians,  and  it 
seems  to  me  it  would  be  a  good  plan  for  them  to  learn  to  be  citizens 
by  electing  these  police  judges  themselves.  Why  not?  They  are 
appointed  now  by  the  agent.  He  sometimes  appoints  a  good  man, 
just  the  right  man ;  but  it  is  not  every  agent  who  can  select  a  man 
for  a  judge  that  will  please  the  Indians.  The  Indians  would  be  sat- 
isfied with  a  man  whom  the  majority  of  them  had  chosen.  If  tliose 
Indians  could  learn  something  about  voting,  and  the  necessity  of 
standing  by  a  man,  it  would  be  worth  everything  to  our  people. 
Wouldn't  it  be  well  for  us  to  begin  to  learn  something  about  citizen- 
ship before  acting  as  citizens  ?  Our  government  schools  are  largely 
under  the  agent. 

We  have  a  fine  superintendent.  No  one  would  criticise  Dr.  Hail- 
mann ;  but  he  is  not  on  the  reservation.  And  it  seems  to  me  that  each 
Indian  reservation  should  have  an  assistant  superintendent  who 
could  be  reached  by  every  teacher  and  every  employee  on  the  res- 
ervation connected  with  our  government  schools,  without  the  delay 
of  appealing  to  Washington  in  all  the  difficulties  that  arise.  No  city 
would  attempt  to  carry  on  its  great  schools  with  no  one  but  a  State 
superintendent  to  have  the  oversight  of  them.  If  it  did,  their 
schools  would  be  failures.  A  good  superintendent  in  Washington, 
assisted  and  strengthened  by  good  and  efficient  educators  as  super- 
visors, and  good  men  of  high  standing  as  agency-school  superintend- 
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ents,  could  in  a  few  years  so  grade  our  government  schools  that 
after  a  time  they  would  naturally  fall  into  line  with  the  ordinary 
public  system. 

Mr.  Welsh. —  Is  there  organized  opposition  to  the  bill  preventing 
the  sale  of  liquor  to  Indian  allottees,  or  is  it  simply  indifference 
which  prevents  its  passage? 

Gen.  Whiitlesev. —  1  do  not  think  there  is  any  organized  opposi- 
tion. I  think  it  is  indifference  on  the  part  of  our  members  of  Con- 
gress. I  wish  the  subject  could  be  brought  up  again  during  the 
coming  winter. 

Mr.  Welsh. —  Do  you  think  such  a  law  would  be  unconstitutional, 
as  Senator  Pettigrew  claims  ? 

Gen.  Whittlesey. —  With  all  due  respect  to  Senator  Pettigrew, 
whom  in  many  respects  I  highly  esteem,  I  do  not  think  such  a  law 
unconstitutional.  It  was  drawn  up  by  Commissioner  Browning  him- 
self, and  he  is  a  good  lawyer. 

Dr.  Ryder. —  Miss  Collins  has  done  a  great  deal  for  the  physical 
condition  of  the  people.  I  should  like  to  ask  her  if  there  is  any  im- 
provement in  the  health  of  women  and  children  on  the  reservation. 

Miss  Collins.- -The  best  way  I  can  judge  of  that  is  by  my 
congregations  in  church  on  Sunday.  When  I  first  went  there  I  was 
not  troubled  very  much  with  little  children  in  the  congregation. 
Now  the  house  is  pretty  well  filled  with  them.  It  is  very  rare  for 
the  Christian  people  to  lose  their  children  now.  They  have  learned 
to  feed  and  clothe  them  properly,  and,  having  done  away  with  the 
old-time  methods,  the  mothers  do  not  stand  out  watching  the  dances 
with  the  baby  on  their  backs  freezing  to  death.  There  is  great 
improvement  in  their  health. 

Question. —  How  is  it  about  returned  Indians  ? 

Miss  (Collins. —  I  have  never  known  of  a  single  case  where 
a  returned  Indian  student  relapsed  to  barbarism.  I  know  one 
man  who  came  home  who  had  learned  to  bake  bread,  and  wash 
and  iron ;  and  when  I  visited  his  home,  his  house,  which  had  been 
a  one-room  cabin,  he  had  enlarged  by  building  on  a  room  and  had 
put  in  a  floor  in  place  of  the  dirt  floor.  And  there  were  white  cur- 
tains, and  a  shelf  on  the  wall  where  he  had  his  Hampton  books,  and 
he  had  taught  his  mother  to  wash  and  iron.  He  bought  a  dress  for 
his  mother  and  asked  me  to  cut  it  out,  as  he  had  never  been  taught 
to  make  dresses. 

Question. —  Are  you  troubled  with  many  squaw  men  ? 

Miss  Collins. —  Not  so  much  on  our  reservation,  because  an 
order  was  issued  that  every  white  man  should  be  legally  married  to 
any  Indian  woman  with  whom  he  was  living. 

Question. —  Are  the  Indians  ready  to  accept  medicine  from  the 
white  doctor  ? 

Miss  Collins. —  Yes,  there  is  no  difiiculty  about  that  now. 

Question. —  Do  the  old  medicine  men  have  much  influence  at 
your  agency } 

Miss  Collins. —  Not  very  much  ;  the  people  are  beginning  to  be 
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too  intelligent.  They  understand  that  it  was  largely  fraud  and  not 
much  medicine. 

Question. —  Do  you  think  there  is  an  increasing  desire  on  the 
part  of  the  Indian  to  go  away  to  school  ? 

Miss  Collins. —  On  our  agency,  no.  They  have  been  discour- 
aged from  going  away.  They  are  not  going  away  as  much  as  I  should 
like  to  have  them.  We  wish  we  could  send  away  a  hundred  every 
year.     I  heartily  believe  in  the  Eastern  schools. 

Question. —  Will  you  tell  us  about  the  ticket  system  in  regard  to 
business  transactions  ? 

Miss  Collins. —  We  have  a  system  of  cheap  money  on  our  reser- 
vation. Every  Indian  trader  is  allowed  to  make  tickets  and  issue 
them  with  his  name  on  them,  twenty-five  cents,  etc.,  good  in  merchan- 
dise. These  are  paid  to  the  Indians  at  the  beef  issue  for  the  beef 
hides  which  belong  to  the  Indian.  They  are  received  for  purchases 
made  at  the  store.  But  the  traders  will  never  receive  them  for  debt 
I  have  always  opposed  this  system.  When  the  government  orders 
that  they  shall  be  taken  for  debt  the  system  will  soon  be  done  away 
with.  We  want  the  Indians  to  be  independent  and  to  be  able  to 
trade  where  they  can  do  the  best.  The  seventy-five  cent  doUar  is 
used  all  over  the  reservation. 

Gen.  Eaton. —  What  is  there  in  the  way  of  sending  the  Indians  to 
Eastern  schools  ? 

Miss  Collins. —  For  what  reason  it  is  discouraged  I  cannot  say. 
I  know  that  it  is  discouraged  on  our  reservation.  If  there  was  more 
encouragement  from  the  agents  and  other  officials  it  would  be  easier 
to  send  students  away. 

Question. —  Is  it  not  understood  that  the  superintendent  at 
Washington  favors  the  policy  of  sending  them  East  to  the  higher 
schools  ? 

Miss  Collins. —  I  think  it  is  understood.  But  when  you  send 
a  boy  or  girl  away  to  school  you  must  have  the  parent  or  guardian 
go  before  the  agent  and  state  that  he  is  willing  to  have  him  go  ;  and 
often  it  is  too  far  for  the  parent,  and  often  he  does  not  wish  to  go 
to  the  agents.  It  is  impossible  to  make  such  men  ride  thirty  or 
forty  miles  to  say  they  are  willing  when  they  are  not. 

Question. —  Is  there  any  attempt  made  to  keep  statistics  about 
the  health  of  the  children  ? 

Miss  Collins. —  The  figures  are  partially  kept  by  the  agency 
physician.     I  do  not  think  they  have  ever  been  kept  very  accurately. 

Question. —  Does  the  fact  that  now  most  of  the  children  live 
have  any  great  influence  upon  the  minds  of  the  Indians  ? 

Miss  Collins. —  Yes,  it  has  a  very  great  influence  on  the  old- 
time  Indians.  When  they  come  to  see  that  the  Christian  Indians 
have  large  families  they  begin  to  think  that  the  God  of  the  Chris- 
tians has  something  to  do  with  it,  and  are  more  ready  to  accept 
Christian  teachings. 

Question. — To  refer  to  the  money  system  again,  has  this  ticket 
system  been  established  by  government  authorit}'  ? 

Miss  Collins. —  I  think  it  is  permitted  in  Washington,  but  I  do 
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not  think  it  is  perfectly  understood.  They  are  made  to  believe  that 
it  is  hard  for  us  to  get  cash  ;  so  these  tickets  are  used.  Here  is  an 
illustration  of  the  way  it  works :  A  man  owed  an  Indian  and  paid 
him  in  tickets  amounting  to  $4.00.  The  man  needed  money,  so  I 
gave  him  $4.00  in  cash  for  his  tickets,  and  thought  that  I  was  well 
enough  known  to  have  money  for  them.  I  sent  them  to  a  trader 
with  a  note,  asking  to  have  them  cashed.  He  cashed  them  taking 
off  25  per  cent. 

Question. —  Is  there  compulsory  attendance  at  school  ? 

Miss  Collins. —  The  police  go  out  and  bring  in  the  children,  but 
there  is  a  good  deal  of  trouble  because  a  large  proportion  of  chil- 
dren are  not  fit  to  be  in  school  on  account  of  scrofula  and  lung 
troubles.  A  short  time  ago  a  man  and  wife  came  with  a  little  girl 
so  sick  that  if  she  was  one  of  your  children  she  would  be  in  the  best 
place  that  could  be  found  for  her  with  the  best  medical  attendance. 
This  little  child  was  brought  to  school  by  force  and  the  parents' 
hearts  were  broken  because  they  were  afraid  that  she  would  die. 
As  soon  as  the  children  are  found  to  be  sick  in  the  school  they  will 
send  them  out  again.  There  should  be  in  some  way  a  medical  ex- 
amination first,  and  only  compel  those  children  to  attend  who  are 
able. 

Question. —  Who  compels  them  ? 

Miss  Collins. —  The  Indian  agent,  by  dropping  the  names  from 
the  ration  ticket.  It  makes  an  uncomfortable  feeling  among  the 
Indians.     They  feel  that  they  are  not  treated  justly. 

Question. —  Are  there  not  extra  rations  for  old  and  sick  people  ? 

Miss  Collins.  — No,  not  to  my  knowledge:  I  have  never  seen 
any. 

Question. —  How  far  do  the  reservation  schools  carry  the  chil- 
dren in  their  studies  ? 

Miss  Collins. —  The  most  of  our  reservation  schools  would  not 
be  higher  than  the  lower  classes  of  a  grammar  school,  but  they  gain 
a  great  deal  besides  books, —  how  to  care  for  the  body,  how  to  do 
housework,  and  many  other  things.  They  are  kept  in  school  too 
constantly,  too  many  hours,  and  are  compelled  to  rise  too  early. 
The  artificial  light  is  not  good  for  their  eyes  in  the  night  schools. 
All  these  things  need  looking  after.     The  children  work  too  hard. 

Question. — Do  they  have  training  in  morals  and  ideas  of  citizen- 
ship? 

Miss  Collins. —  I  think  they  receive  a  little  training  in  morals, 
not  so  much  as  they  ought,  and  often  the  example  of  laborers  around 
the  school  will  undo  all  that  the  teacher  can  do. 

Question. —  Is  the  instruction  merely  in  English  ? 

Miss  Collins. —  Wholly  in  English. 

Question. —  How  many  persons  are  there  in  your  agency } 

Miss  Collins. —  About  four  thousand,  I  think. 

Question. —  You  speak  of  the  child's  name  being  taken  off  the 
ration  ticket.     You  mean  it  is  issued  to  the  school,  not  to  the  home. 

Miss  Collins. —  It  is  issued  to  the  school,  but  if  the  child  goes 
home,  after  a  long  time  the  parent  may  get  it  back  again  if  he  will 
work  for  it  patiently  and  persistently. 


Dr.  Stimson. —  I  knew  something  of  the  work  in  that  neighbor- 
hood before  Miss  Collins  went  out  there ;  for,  twenty-five  years  ago, 
in  the  days  of  Dr.  Williamson  and  the  elder  Riggs,  I  was  there,  and 
I  knew  the  Indians.  At  that  time  I  saw  mills  and  engines  unused, 
representing  thousands  of  dollars,  that  had  been  out  there  for  the 
Indians.  I  saw  houses  for  Indian  chiefs,  costing  from  $2,000  to 
$3,000,  which  had  never  been  occupied.  That  was  the  standard  of 
progress  which  had  been  made  by  the  government  in  its  effort 
to  civilize  the  Indian  at  that  time.  There  was  an  intelligent  agent 
striving  to  do  his  best,  but  he  found  himself  checked  in  his  work, 
and  his  work  destroyed,  and  himself  cast  out,  by  the  machinations  of 
selfish  men  who  were  able  to  use  the  efforts  of  the  Indian  in  the 
East  to  do  the  work  of  the  devil  in  destroying  the  work  of  good  men. 
I  know  when  Miss  Collins  came  out  there,  and  how  the  Indians 
learned  to  love  her  as  Winona.  I  shall  not  forget  when  Indians 
first  came  to  the  communion  service  there  wrapped  in  blankets. 
We  need  to  go  only  about  half  way  back  to  that  time  to  reach  those 
public  meetings  when  some  of  us  pleaded  for  citizenship  and  rights 
of  property  for  the  Indians ;  and  our  ideas  were  treated  as  chimeri- 
cal. The  progress  which  has  been  made  in  the  short  time  which 
has  passed  since  Miss  Collins  undertook  her  work  with  vigor,  intelli- 
gence, and  hopefulness,  deserves  our  hearty  tribute. 

Rev.  Egerton  R.  Young  was  next  introduced  by  President  Gates 
as  a  Canadian  Missionary,  who  had  spent  a  number  of  years  among 
the  Cree  and  Saulteaux  Indians  in  the  Hudson  Bay  Territories. 


Work  in  Canada. 

Mr.  Young. —  My  work  for  a  number  of  years  was  in  the  far 
north  in  Canada.  There  the  only  inhabitants  are  Indians,  with  the 
exception  of  the  fur  traders  and  their  families.  The  powerful  Hud- 
son Bay  Company  have  been  in  existence  for  over  two  hundred 
years.  They  obtained  their  charter  from  Charles  I.  On  the  whole 
their  treatment  of  the  Indians  has  been  fair  and  honorable. 

I  went  out  to  that  land  as  a  missionary  in  1868.  At  the  time  my 
Church  called  me  to  this  missionary  work,  I  was  pastor  of  a  flourish- 
ing church  in  the  City  of  Hamilton,  in  Canada. 

One  strong  motive  that  caused  my  good  wife,  with  me,  to  resolve  to 
go  to  that  far-away  land  and  isolated  work,  was,  if  fur-traders  are 
willing  to  go  and  live  in  such  regions  for  the  sake  of  getting  rich  in 
bartering  their  goods  for  the  valuable  furs  of  the  Indians,  what  is  our 
religion  worth  if  we  are  not  willing  to  make  equal  sacrifices  for  the 
spiritual  and  eternal  welfare  of  the  Indians  ? 

We  were  two  months  and  nineteen  days  on  the  journey.  We  often 
refer  to  it  as  our  honeymoon  trip,  as  we  had  only  been  a  short  time 
married. 

As  St.  Paul  for  a  time  was  our  nearest  city,  we  were  about  1,200 
miles  from  civilization.  Our  nearest  post-office  was  400  miles  away, 
and  we  waited  six  months  for  our  daily  newspaper. 


Our  first  habitation  was  a  substantial  log  house.  Soon  after  we 
had  taken  up  our  abode  in  it,  we  had  a  long  talk  with  the  Indians 
and  tried  to  get  into  a  good  understanding  with  them.  We  told 
them  that  in  spite  of  all  that  had  been  said  against  them  as  to  their 
being  thievish  and  unreliable  and  ungrateful,  we  were  going  to  trust 
them ;  and  so  no  matter  how  others  had  thought  best  to  act  toward 
them,  our  plan  was  to  trust  them,  and  then  see  how  they  would  act 
toward  us.  So  we  took  the  fastenings  off  the  windows,  the  bolt  off 
the  doors,  and  the  keys  out  of  the  locks,  and  were  never  particular 
afterward  in  locking  or  fastening  up  anything.  Grandly  did  they 
respond  to  this  confidence  reposed  in  them,  and  never  did  we  have 
stolen  from  us  anything  of  the  value  of  a  sixpence. 

While  learning  their  language  so  as  to  be  able  to  talk  to  them,  we, 
as  all  the  missionaries  everywhere  among  them  have  been  doing,  in- 
troduced the  study  of  English  into  the  schools,  and  now  in  our  older 
missions  all  the  children  and  many  of  the  older  people  can  talk  in 
English.  At  an  old.  mission  I  lately  visited  among  the  Oneidas,  I 
spoke  to  the  children  in  Indian.  At  my  words  the  children  were 
amazed,  as  they  now  know  only  the  English  language.  Looking  at 
this  from  the  sentimental  side,  it  may  seem  a  matter  of  regret  that 
these  Indian  languages,  some  of  them  so  poetical,  should  be  for- 
gotten and  entirely  disappear;  but  if  we  are  going  to  build  up  a 
great  magnificent  America,  with  its  two  great  divisions,  Canada  and 
the  United  States,  let  it  be  a  mighty  people  speaking  one  language. 

I  would  here  desire  to  add  my  testimony  to  what  has  been  well 
said  on  the  subject  of  the  missionary  being  a  medical  man.  To  be 
able  to  administer  to  the  sick  and  diseased  among  them  gives  him  a 
marvellous  influence  for  good  over  them. 

Then  the  missionary  who  would  be  a  success  among  the  Indians 
must  be  a  man  who  is  willing  and  able  to  put  himself  at  their  head, 
and  show  them  that  good,  honest,  hard  physical  toil  is  not  degrading. 
The  pagan  Indian  hates  labor.  He  leaves  it  all  to  the  women.  He 
can  be  active  enough  when  hunting  or  fishing,  but  he  simply  abomi- 
nates the  axe,  and  the  spade,  and  the  hoe.  **  Let  the  women  do  all 
that  work ! "  is  his  cry.  So  the  minister  or  missionary  who  would 
succeed  must  show  him  by  example  that  it  is  not  degrading  to  toil. 

But  the  grandest  triumphs  only  come  by  putting  Christianity  first. 
Civilization,  with  its  many  blessings,  then  follows  very  much  more 
easily,  and  abides. 

Long  years  ago,  we  had  a  governor  in  Canada  who  tried  to  civilize 
a  tribe  of  Indians  without  the  gospel.  It  was  not  a  success.  In 
spite  of  his  feasting  them,  and  pleading  with  them  to  go  to  work  as 
they  saw  the  white  settlers  doing,  they  only  hung  the  bright  new 
axes  around  their  necks  as  ornaments,  and  then  made  a  fire  of  the 
wooden  ploughs  and  harrows,  and  ate  up  the  oxen  sent  among  them 
for  use. 

That  is  a  sample  of  the  efforts  to  civilize  without  first  sending  the 
gospel.  When  the  gospel  enters  into  their  hearts,  the  very  horizon 
of  life  seems  to  widen.  Then  the  once  listless,  careless,  cruel 
tyrants  go  to  the  missionaries  and  say,  **  Cannot  you  help  us  to  a 
better  life  here  also  ? " 
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Marvellous  have  been  the  real  and  abiding  blessings  conferred 
upon  them.  See  those  Northern  Indians.  They  lived  altogether  by 
fishing  and  hunting ;  and  the  missionaries  and  their  families  of  those 
days  had  to  live  about  as  the  natives  did.  Fancy  fish,  twent>'-one 
times  a  week,  as  the  staple  food  for  six  months;  then,  game  of 
various  kinds,  such  as  bear*s  meat,  reindeer,  muskrats,  beavers,  and 
an  almost  endless  variety  of  other  things  of  that  kind,  the  rest  of  the 
year  1 

Until  the  fertile  prairies  of  Manitoba  began  to  be  cultivated,  and 
flour  transported  into  that  Northland,  bread  was  a  thing  unknown. 
In  the  petition  in  the  Lord's  Prayer,  "  Give  us  this  day  our  daily 
bread,"  the  intelligible  translation  is,  "  Give  us  this  day  something 
to  keep  us  in  life."  So  it  was  with  the  ordinary  garden  vegetables. 
They  were  unknown  in  many  places.  Fruits  were  never  dreamed  of. 
Once,  when  on  a  missionary  lecturing  tour  in  Toronto,  some  friend 
gave  our  only  son  —  then  a  little  lad  of  about  five  years  of  age  —  an 
apple.  He  did  not  know  what  to  do  with  it.  When  told  to  eat  it, 
he  began  at  it  very  carefully,  and  when  a  piece  of  the  thin  core  got 
in  between  his  teeth,  he  threw  the  half-eaten  part  down  on  the  floor 
and  exclaimed,  indignantly,  "I  don't  like  this  potato;  it  has  too 
many  fish-scales  in  it." 

Well,  we  rejoice  to  be  able  to  report  that  a  better  state  of  things 
now  obtains  there.  The  missionaries  have  helped  them  ;  and  the 
result  is,  the  people  are  vastly  better  off. 

Some  of  my  own  experiments  were  interesting  and  suggestive. 
We  have,  in  the  far  Northland,  only  four  months  in  which  there  is 
any  growth.  The  summer  is  short  and  brilliant;  the  winter  long  and 
severe.  At  one  place  I  succeeded  in  getting  out  for  planting  some 
seeds  of  hardy  vegetables,  and  also  four  potatoes.  As  the  season 
was  half  gone  when  my  four  potatoes  arrived  from  the  South,  I  only 
succeeded  in  raising  from  them  some  little  ones  about  the  size  of 
acorns.  However,  we  carefully  packed  them  away  from  the  frost  in 
our  hot  dining-room,  in  cotton  wool,  and  then,  planting  them  the 
next  year,  we  obtained  from  them  a  large  pailful  of  splendid  pota- 
toes. These  yielded  the  next  year  about  six  bushels.  The  next 
year  the  crop  was  up  to  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  bushels.  Then 
the  raising  became  quite  universal  among  the  people.  I  did  my  first 
ploughing  with  dogs.  Eight  good  dogs  were  able  to  draw  my  plough 
very  nicely.  With  my  dogs  I  also  harrowed  in  my  grain.  They 
were  the  substitutes  in  place  of  horses  and  oxen,  and  were  of  great 
use  to  me,  as,  with  them,  I  travelled  some  thousands  of  miles  each 
winter  on  my  long,  long  journeys  to  remote  bands  of  Indians  in  the 
more  distant  wilderness.  So  interested  and  pleased  did  those  Ind- 
ians become  in  their  efforts  to  cultivate  the  soil,  that  a  large  number 
of  them,  under  the  guidance  of  their  missionaries,  migrated  some 
hundreds  of  miles  south,  to  a  place  called  Fish  River,  in  the  north- 
ern part  of  Manitoba.  Here  the  Canadian  government  has  given 
them  a  splendid  reservation,  fourteen  miles  long  and  seven  wide. 
I  wish  here  to  put  in  my  most  emphatic  testimony  to  the  kindly  in- 
terest our  Canadian  government  takes  in  the  welfare  of  the  Indians 


of  our  country.  We  have  never  had  in  Canada  an  Indian  war.  We 
allow  no  Indian  agent  to  swindle  or  rob  the  natives.  We  punish 
most  severely  any  man  who  tries  to  sell  intoxicating  liquors  to  them. 

I  visited  the  Fish  River  Reservation  in  1893.  I  was  delighted 
with  what  I  saw.  I  spent  a  week  in  the  house  of  one  of  the  Indians. 
It  was  as  clean  as  could  be  desired.  The  food  cooked  by  them  was 
abundant  and  wholesome.  In  some  of  the  houses  there  were  Canada 
organs  and  sewing-machines ;  and  the  native  women  and  girls  could 
use  them  fairly  well.  When  I  worshipped  with  them  on  the  Sabbath 
I  found  them  well  dressed  in  the  garments  of  civilization  ;  and  they 
were  devout  and  attentive  listeners  as  I  preached  to  them  the  old 
gospel  that  they  still  love  as  in  the  days  of  yore  when  it  lifted  them 
up  out  of  the  darkness  and  superstition  of  paganism  into  the  light  of 
Christianity. 

Their  old  habits  and  customs  are  now  almost  things  of  the  past. 
They  love  to  imitate  the  whites  in  various  ways.  At  one  church  a 
bride  of  a  fur-trader  came  to  church  with  a  pretty  little  lace  veil  that 
reached  just  below  her  nose.  The  Indian  girls,  who  had  put  their 
luxuriant  hair  up  in  nets,  when  they  saw  this  veil  during  prayers 
dragged  their  nets  forward  over  their  heads,  and  hitched  them  on 
their  noses  in  imitation  of  the  white  lady. 

This  constant  watching  on  their  part  made  us  careful  to  ever  set 
before  them  a  good  example. 

Marvellous  has  been  the  transformation  wrought  among  them. 
They  can  be  saved.  Pity  that  the  great  people  of  this  great  conti- 
nent did  not  set  about  the  work  earlier  I 

Well,  we  will  rejoice  at  what  is  now  being  done.  We  all  thank 
God  for  Mohonk  and  for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smiley.  May  the  good  work 
go  on ;  and,  while  the  educating  and  civilizing  work  is  making  such 
glorious  strides,  let  us,  as  Christians,  not  forget  that  if  we  want  to 
have  a  real  and  abiding  civilization  and  uplifting  of  these  Indians, 
we  must  send  them  the  Bible  and  the  knowledge  of  the  great  truths 
of  the  gospel  as  therein  recorded.  Then  the  work  will  not  be  in 
vain,  and  neither  will  it  be  easily  overturned. 
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Wednesday  Evening,  October  14. 


The  Conference  was  called  to  order  at  8  p.m.,  and  Mrs.  Mary  L. 
Eldridge,  field  matron  from  New  Mexico,  was  introduced. 

Mrs.  Eldridge. —  It  is  always  best  to  remember  that  our  Navajo 
Indians  are  not  fed  or  supported  by  the  government  in  any  way,  but 
are  self-supporting.  They  have  for  many  years  lived  upon  the  prod- 
ucts of  their  herds  of  sheep.  The  men  used  to  own  ponies  and 
great  flocks,  but  the  fall  in  the  price  of  wool  has  left  them  without 
any  means  of  subsistence,  and  they  are  now  going  through  the  transi- 
tion from  herders  to  farmers.  Five  years  ago  my  friend,  Miss  Ray- 
mond, and  myself  were  sent  by  the  Missionary  Society  to  work 
among  the  Navajoes.  When  the  request  went  to  the  agent  for  a 
locality  for  us,  he  said,  **  Put  those  women  just  as  far  from  the 
agency  as  you  can ;  we  don't  want  missionary  women  watching  us 
and  reporting."  So  we  were  sent  into  the  very  northern  part  of  the 
reservation  where  we  had  about  three-fourths  of  an  acre  of  land. 
Back  of  us  rose  two  mountains  five  or  six  hundred  feet  high.  South 
was  a  river,  and  our  open  side  was  toward  the  plains.  We  were  there 
when  it  was  very  cold,  but  a  tent  was  given  to  us  which  we  lived  in 
for  six  weeks.  In  the  mean  time  the  Indians  came  about  us  and 
informed  us  that  they  had  no  use  for  white  people  and  the  quicker 
we  got  off  the  better  it  would  please  them.  It  was  not  a  very  en- 
couraging beginning.  Then  a  few  weeks'  serious  illness  broke  out 
among  them ;  and,  as  they  had  been  growing  very  poor  for  two  or 
three  years  and  were  not  able  to  employ  a  medicine-man,  they  came 
to  us  for  help  and  we  were  able  to  help  them  by  giving  them  medicine. 
At  the  end  of  six  weeks  we  found  that  we  were  to  be  allowed  to  stay, 
and  so  we  built  a  small  house  of  rough  timber  and  in  that  we  stayed 
through  the  winter.  The  Indians  gradually  came  to  us  more  and 
more,  and  in  this  way  we  got  hold  of  them.  The  Navajoes  are  very 
independent  Indians.  They  are  very  hard-working  men  and  women. 
They  were  just  finding  out  that  they  could  not  live  longer  on  the 
proceeds  of  their  flocks  and  were  wondering  how  they  should  subsist 
Nothing  can  be  raised  there  except  by  irrigation,  and  we  made  them 
understand  that  they  must  take  out  water  upon  the  lands  and  raise 
their  own  corn  and  wheat.  Soon  after  we  found  some  of  our  men 
had  begun  working  to  dig  a  ditch.  The  ditch  was  to  be  eight  or  nine 
feet  deep  at  the  head,  and  a  mile  in  length  before  the  water  would  be 
available  for  irrigation.  For  tools  they  had  only  an  old  axe,  a 
broken-handled  shovel,  and  a  pick  from  some  white  man ;  and  with 
these  three  tools  they  had  begun  work.     About  that  time  money  was 
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sent  to  us  by  the  Cambridge  Association,  some  seventy-five  dollars, 
with  which  we  bought  tools  for  the  Indians.  They  kept  up  this 
work  all  winter  and  well  into  the  spring;  but  it  was  not  com- 
pleted in  time,  and  they  raised  Uttle  that  year.  The  second 
year  they  raised  a  very  good  crop  of  corn  and  some  wheat, 
which  they  cut  with  their  butcher  knives  and  cleaned  in  the 
old-time  way  such  as  we  read  about  in  the  Bible.  Following  out 
this  plan  of  putting  in  the  ditches  and  getting  something  for  the 
people  to  eat,  ditches  were  put  on  both  sides  of  the  river  and  gar- 
dens made  and  homes  started.  There  are  not,  however,  enough 
irrigation  ditches  yet. 

We  have  had  some  curious  experiences  among  these  people.  One 
man  came  to  our  place  two  years  ago  and  wanted  to  have  us  take  his 
boy  of  sixteen  in  hand,  because  he  would  not  work.  He  wanted  one 
of  us  to  whip  his  boy.  We  asked  how  much  the  boy  had  to  eat 
every  day.  He  said  he  had  a  handful  of  parched  corn  in  the  morn- 
ing and  another  at  night.  I  issued  flour  and  coffee  to  the  man  and 
told  him  to  take  his  boy  home  and  feed  him  well  and  then  put  a 
shovel  in  his  hands.  If  he  worked  well  all  the  forenoon  to  give  him 
a  good  dinner,  and  if  he  worked  poorly  to  give  him  very  little,  and  if 
he  did  not  work  at  all  to  give  him  no  dinner.  The  plan  worked  to 
perfection,  and  the  man  came  up  the  next  week  and  said  his  boy  was 
doing  splendidly. 

The  people  are  ingenious  in  all  kinds  of  work,  the  women  es- 
pecially. They  do  not,  as  a  general  thing,  work  in  the  field.  They 
herd  the  sheep.  The  sheep  belong  to  the  womep,  and  the  ponies  to 
the  men.  They  spin  well,  and  make  the  yarn  from  which  they  make 
the  blankets.  The  weaving  is  very  primitive.  The  beams  are 
stretched  between  two  trees,  and  this  primitive  loom  is  carried  about 
with  them  when  they  move  from  place  to  place.  They  devise  their 
own  patterns  for  the  blankets.  One  of  the  blankets  I  have  for  sale 
here  took  a  woman  one  hundred  and  twenty  days  to  weave ;  and  I 
do  not  suppose  her  work  counted  for  more  than  twenty- five  cents  a 
day.  The  spinning  of  the  yarn  would  certainly  have  taken  another 
hundred  days.  The  Navajoes  are  now  trying  to  make  homes.  That 
is  their  strongest  love. 

About  forty-five  miles  south-west  of  our  place  is  a  wash  coming 
down  from  the  mountains.  Two  years  ago,  when  they  had  a  good 
deal  of  snow,  they  built  a  rude  dam  and  made  a  reservoir  in  which  the 
snow-water  was  held  and  carried  by  side  ditches  on  to  the  sand  ;  and 
for  miles  up  and  down  there  were  nice  crops  of  corn,  wheat,  melons^ 
and  squashes.  This  year  there  is  not  a  hill  of  corn  there,  and  noth- 
ing raised  at  all  in  that  vicinity.  On  the  north  side  of  the  reserva- 
tion the  white  people  have  taken  out  no  ditches  from  the  irrigation 
fund.  All  that  has  been  done  has  been  done  by  Indians.  We  have 
had  the  service  of  no  surveyor. 

Five  years  ago  if  we  had  talked  to  them  about  allotments  they 
would  have  been  very  angry.  Now  they  are  anxious  to  have  homes 
and  allotments. 

That  part  of  the  country  has  been  a  rendezvous  for  criminals  of  all 
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kinds,  people  trying  to  get  away  from  arrest.  They  sell  whiskey  to 
our  Indians  and  gamble  with  them,  and  it  has  been  very  hard  on 
that  account.  The  only  power  we  have  in  the  matter  is  the  moral 
power  which  we  can  exercise.  These  Indians  with  whom  we  associ- 
ate every  day  it  is  comparatively  easy  to  keep  straight,  but  where 
they  are  miles  away  it  is  difficult.  The  question  of  the  Utes  being 
settled  in  our  vicinity  is  a  very  serious  matter  for  us.  Those  Utes 
who  would  not  take  allotments  of  land  are  to  be  brought  down  within 
eight  miles  of  the  Navajo  Indians.  They  are  ration-fed  and  they 
are  to  be  placed  in  a  location  where  they  will  have  to  be  fed  always, 
for  they  can  do  nothing  whatever  with  the  land.  We  object  very 
strongly  to  having  them  placed  so  near  our  Navajoes.  Of  course 
our  Indians  are  not  all  good,  and  the  bad  ones  will  be  made  worse 
to  be  among  the  Utes  where  they  can  gamble  and  get  whiskey. 

The  Navajoes  are  a  reverent  people.  They  will  not  accept  a 
statement  as  to  our  belief  very  readily.  They  want  to  know  our 
proof.  They  say  we  cannot  see  the  white  man's  God.  Where  is 
he  ?  And  if  there  is  a  God,  why  don^t  the  white  people  behave  as 
if  there  were  one  ?  They  say  a  great  many  white  people  will  do 
things  that  no  Navajo  will  do.  They  give  us  pretty  hard  questions 
to  answer  sometimes ;  for  instance,  when  they  say,  "  If  the  white 
people  have  always  known  that  there  is  a  God,  why  have  not  they 
told  us  so  before  our  fathers  and  mothers  died  ?  They  never  heard 
of  any  God."  They  also  say,  "  Now  my  father  was  a  good  man :  he 
did  not  steal,  he  did  not  lie,  he  did  not  kill  anybody ;  but  he  knew 
nothing  of  this  God  you  are  telling  us  about.  Now  what  has  become 
of  my  father  ?  Will  he  be  lost  forever  because  people  did  not  come 
and  tell  him  that  there  is  a  God  ? " 

It  is  very  touching.  I  think  every  Indian  worker  finds  it  so  when 
he  comes  to  face  this  question ;  and  it  seems  to  me  it  is  a  blot  upon 
our  Christianity  that  within  fifteen  hundred  miles  of  us  there  are 
probably  20,000  people  who  have  never  heard  of  God. 

Now  we  do  not  ask  rations  for  our  Navajoes.  We  do  not  want 
them  to  be  fed.  We  do  ask  that  they  shall  have  tools  to  work 
with.  They  are  not  able  to  buy  them.  We  ask  that  the  govern- 
ment shall  furnish  all  that  they  need  for  their  work.  We  ask  also 
that  they  shall  have  good  schools.  If  a  school  could  be  put  in  opera- 
tion upon  the  Navajo  reservation  the  children  would  go  naturally 
from  the  day  schools  to  the  larger  schools  in  the  East  as  naturally  as 
our  white  children  go  from  our  public  schools  to  college.  But  the 
great  thing  that  our  people  are  asking  for  is  industrial  training. 
They  are  anxious  to  know  how  to  do  work  of  every  kind  in  the  best 
way.  Some  are  employed  by  white  farmers  in  the  vicinity,  farmers 
who  pay  a  white  man  $1.50  a  day  and  give  him  his  board,  but  they 
hire  our  Navajoes  for  fifty  cents  a  day ;  and  at  the  same  time  they 
say  our  Navajoes  do  more  work  than  the  white  men.  It  seems  to  me 
that  if  an  Indian  does  just  as  good  work  he  should  receive  the  same 
amount  of  money  for  it.  I  suppose  this  will  naturally  right  itself 
after  a  while. 
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Question. —  Is  there  any  timber  near  you? 

Mrs.  Eldridge. —  There  is  very  little  timber  in  that  country  north 
of  the  reservation.  Any  timber  for  building  purposes  must  be  drawn 
about  135  miles,  and  they  have  no  wagons  and  their  ponies  are  very 
small.  Laid  down  in  our  valley  it  costs  $38  a  thousand ;  so  the  ques- 
tion of  building  is  a  very  serious  one,  for  the  Navajoes  have  no 
money. 

Question. —  How  many  people  come  under  your  care  ? 

Mrs.  Eldridge. —  Our  line  runs  about  25  miles  to  the  east  of  us, 
30  to  the  west,  and  35  to  the  south,  and  we  are  supposed  to  visit 
the  different  camps  and  help  them  in  every  way  we  can. 

Question. —  Do  they  speak  English  ? 

Mrs.  Eldridge. —  No,  very  few  of  them.  We  have  an  interpreter 
who  speaks  good  English. 

Question. —  Do  they  wish  to  learn  English  ? 

Mrs.  Eldridge. —  Yes,  they  are  very  anxious  to.  That  is  their 
chief  object  in  asking  for  schools.  It  is  all  they  care  to  learn  except 
industrial  training. 

Question. —  If  the  Navajoes  could  have  modern  looms  for  weav- 
ing their  blankets,  don't  you  think  they  would  appreciate  them  ? 

Mrs.  Eldridge. —  They  would  not  be  Navajo  blankets  then. 
They  might  appreciate  the  looms,  but  I  do  not  think  they  would  get 
money  enough  out  of  them  to  make  them  appreciate  the  difference 
in  the  time  saved ;  for,  as  I  say,  after  all,  they  would  not  be  Navajo 
blankets.  I  should  like  to  have  them  have  a  scouring-mill  and  a 
spinning-jenny  so  that  they  can  work  up  their  own  wool,  but  I 
should  prefer  to  have  the  blankets  made  after  the  old-fashioned 
Navajo  style. 

Question. —  Are  the  two  blankets  that  you  have  on  exhibition  for 
sale,  and  at  what  price  ? 

Mrs.  Eldridge. —  Yes,  they  are  for  sale;  the  better  one  is  $100, 
and  the  next  is  $75. 

Question. —  Have  you  ever  made  an  effort  to  change  their 
method  of  weaving  ? 

Mrs.  Eldridge. —  No,  we  have  not;  because  our  people  have 
been  on  the  verge  of  starvation,  and  our  efforts  have  been  in  the  line 
of  getting  them  to  raise  farm  produce  to  keep  them  alive.  We  have 
been  farmers  among  them. 

Question. —  Where  do  they  get  their  colors  for  dyeing  the  wool  .> 

Mrs.  Eldridge. —  They  are  their  own  colors.  Where  they  get  the 
blue  no  one  has  found  out.  The  red  is  made  from  the  bark  of  a  cer- 
tain tree,  and  the  yellow  from  certain  flowers. 

Question. —  Can  they  get  those  colors  now  ? 

Mrs.  Eldridge. —  Yes:  but  the  trouble  is,  they  are  not  able  to 
get  money  enough  for  their  blankets  to  pay  them,  and  they  now  use 
Germantown  wool. 

Question. —  Do  they  make  baskets  ? 

Mrs.  Eldridge. —  Very  few. 

Mr.  Garrett. —  I  have  a  theory  that  the  Navajoes  could  be 
taught  skilled  industries  and  be  enabled  to  make  considerable 
money. 


Gen.  Eaton. —  I  think  Mr.  Garrett  is  right.  It  reminds  me  of 
efforts  made  in  Europe  to  teach  the  women  of  different  counties  dif- 
ferent industries.  In  Ireland,  for  instance^  they  found  rude  indus- 
tries and  taught  the  people  how  to  improve  them,  and  transformed 
the  condition  of  a  population  of  about  one  hundred  thousand  people, 
so  that  where  they  had  at  one  time  no  income,  it  amounted  after- 
ward to  about  $80,000.  If  Mrs.  Eldridge  had  a  little  help  I  think 
this  could  be  done  among  the  Navajoes.  Something  similar  has 
been  done  in  Liberia. 

Mr.  James  Wood. — :I  want  to  take  Mrs.  Eldridge*s  side  against 
Mr.  Garrett.  If  made  by  a  modern  loom  they  would  no  longer  be  a 
Navajo  blanket.  I  spent  some  time  last  spring  looking  into  this 
question,  and  I  found  that  it  is  a  unique  blanket,  different  from  any 
other  made  in  the  world.  Mr.  Garrett  probably  has  upon  his  floors 
at  home,  rugs  brought  from  various  parts  of  Asia.  Why  does  he 
buy  those  expensive  rugs  ?  Because  he  could  not  get  them  from  any 
other  part  of  the  world.  A  machine-made  rug  is  not  like  a  rug  for 
which  he  pays  hundreds  of  dollars.  The  Navajo  is  a  unique 
blanket  and  it  is  a  great  surprise  that  so  many  people  know  so  little 
about  it.  No  other  blanket  in  the  world  can  give  such  service  as  a 
Navajo  blanket.  Miners  will  pay  $75  for  them  when  they  could 
get  a  machine-made  blanket  for  $10.  Why?  Because  when  he  lies 
down  under  it  he  has  an  absolutely  waterproof  covering.  He  can 
roll  himself  into  one  and  lie  in  the  melting  snow  and  be  perfectly 
dry,  and  there  is  no  other  blanket  in  which  that  can  be  done.  Mrs. 
Eldridge  is  absolutely  right.  Here  is  one  of  the  marvels  of  our 
country,  that  this  aboriginal  people,  so  different  from  all  .other  people 
or  other  tribes  on  this  continent,  have  developed  of  themselves  an 
important  and  unique  industry.  Let  us,  right  in  the  line  of  their 
development,  help  them  not  to  make  something  that  shall  be  a  drug 
in  the  market  but  that  shall  be  unique.  I  saw  there  three  years  ago 
clips  piled  up  because  they  had  no  market  value,  and  my  heart  was 
wrung  for  these  poor  people  when  I  saw  this  source  of  income,  for 
which  they  are  deserving  of  the  greatest  credit,  cut  off.  They  were 
on  the  verge  of  starvation  because  their  industry  was  ruined. 

One  thing  more.  We  are  told  here  to-night  that  they  have  no 
patterns  from  which  to  weave  these  blankets,  that  the  designs  are 
carried  altogether  in  their  mind.  I  wish  some  one  would  tell  us  how 
it  is  that  these  patterns  made  by  the  Navajoes  and  the  patterns  made 
by  the  Norwegians  five  hundred  years  ago  are  identically  the  same. 
I  can  show  you  a  Norwegian  rug  which,  hung  up  side  by  side  with 
that  one,  would  almost  defy  you  to  tell  one  from  the  other  so  far  as 
the  pattern  and  color  are  concerned. 

Question. —  How  are  these  twenty  thousand  Indians  going  to  get 
through  the  coming  winter } 

Mrs.  Eldridge. —  They  still  have  some  of  their  flocks,  and  when 
they  get  very  hungry  they  will  kill  and  eat  their  horses. 

Question. —  Do  you  think  this  Conference  ought  to  ask  for  an 
appropriation  to  buy  flour  for  them } 

Mrs.   Eldridge. —  No.     We  are   an   independent  people,  and  it 
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Captain  R.  H.  Pratt  was  asked  to  speak. 

Capt.  Prait. —  I  want  to  add  a  word  to  the  discussion  about  the 
Navajoes.  Those  people  live  in  the  poorest  of  houses.  They  move 
easily  from  place  to  place  following  their  sheep ;  and  this  simple 
loom  which  enables  them  to  produce  these  blankets  they  can  roll  up 
and  carry  on  the  pony's  back,  and  hang  it  up  wherever  they  camp. 

Gen.  Eaton. —  Have  you  ever  had  any  of  them  as  students,  and 
what  would  you  train  them  in  ? 

Capt.  Pratt. —  I  have  some  now.  I  have  one  who  is  a  successful 
machinist,  who  earns  $3  a  day, — having  acquired  that  ability  and 
worth  in  four  years.  That  is  the  kind  of  industry  I  would  teach 
them.  I  would  get  them  all  the  abilities  of  civilization,  and  then  let 
them  swim  around  in  it  until  they  were  saturated  and  could  stand  as 
individual  men.  I  believe  in  ending  Indian  life  in  this  country  by 
making  them  individual  and  citizen.  I  believe  if  we  force  the  issues 
to  bring  that  about  with  just  about  the  same  vim  we  now  force  them 
to  remain  Indians  and  tribes,  the  object  will  soon  be  accomplished. 
We  -place  and  arm  an  agent  with  authority,  give  him  a  body  of  police- 
men, and  a  great  deal  of  machinery  to  hold  the  Indians  together  as 
tribes,  to  hold  the  Navajoes  on  their  reservation,  for  instance,  and, 
in  the  mean  time,  white  men  go  in  and  steal  their  tribal  resources  of 
living,  their  water,  perhaps,  by  going  a  few  miles  above  to  the  source 
of  the  river,  and  occupy  the  land,  and  run  ditches,  and  use  all 
the  water,  so  that  the  poor  Indian  is  left  without  a  possibility  of 
making  a  living. 

During  the  summer  I  was  in  Arizona  on  the  Pima,  Maretopa  Res- 
ervation. The  white  men  belonging  to  the  town  above  these  Ind- 
ians have  absolutely  taken  just  about  all  the  water  that  the  river 
affords  ;  and  the  bottom  lands  along  the  river  —  that  the  Indians  had 
cultivated  by  irrigation,  and  from  which  they  had  gained  support  for 
generations  —  are  now  barren.  As  a  possible  relief,  the  government 
had  civil  engineers  digging  down  and  trying  to  find  a  sufficient  water 
supply,  which  was  to  be  lifted  to  the  surface  with  powerful  machinery 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians.  As  an  ignorant  people  unable  to 
cope  with  us,  in  mass  they  are  perfectly  helpless.  As  individuals 
taught  some  civilized  industry,  I  care  not  what  (blacking  boots  on 
the  street  would  be  respectable),  they  are  manly,  and  they  will  soon 
grow  so  that  they  may  stand  here  as  the  next  speaker  who  follows 
me  has  grown,  and  become  independent,  until  we  can  and  must 
respect  them.  An  Indian,  earning  his  own  living  by  the  sweat  of 
his  brow,  moving  about  as  a  man  in  the  United  States,  is  surely 
worth  dozens  of  the  helpless  Indians  to  whom  we  give  160  acres 
of  land,  and  who  cannot  speak  our  language  and  who  have  to  be 
rationed  year  after  year. 

The  other  day,  a  preacher  came  to  see  my  foot-ball  boys  practise, 
and  a  friend  of  mine  heard  him  talking  about  the  Indian  school 
afterward,  and  he  said,  "  If  the  government  of  the  United  States 
has  nothing  better  for  the  Indians  to  do  than  to  play  foot-ball,  I  am 
going  to  quit  taking  up  collections  in  my  church  for  Indian  mission- 
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ary  work."  If,  through  foot-ball,  Indian  boys  can  kick  themselves 
into  association  and  competition  with  white  people,  I  would  give 
every  one  a  foot-ball.  The  Carlisle  foot-ball  team  is  out  on  a  cam- 
paign this  year.  I  have  endeavored  to  bring  them  to  the  top  in  foot- 
ball as  well  as  in  other  matters,  and  have  urged  my  manager  to  get 
skilful  instructors  and  to  play  only  big  games.  The  score  this  year 
has  been  with  Dickinson  College, —  Indians,  28,  Dickinson  College, 
6 ;  with  the  DuQuesne  Athletic  Society,  of  Pittsburg,  made  up 
largely  of  college  foot-ball  men, —  Indians,  18 ;  DuQuesne,  0. 
To-day  they  play  with  Princeton,  and  a  telegram  says  that  Prince- 
ton scores  22,  and  the  Indians,  6. 

President  Gates. —  To  score  against  Princeton  is  a  good  after- 
noon's work  for  any  eleven. 

Capt.  Pratt. —  Next  week  Saturday  they  play  with  Yale  on  the 
Manhattan  Field,  New  York ;  on  the  24th  they  play  with  Harvard  at 
Cambridge ;  on  the  7th  of  November  with  Pennsylvania  University 
in  Philadelphia.  They  may  not  score  with  any  of  them,  but  they 
play  well  enough  to  make  themselves  respected  by  the  champions  in 
this  great  game. 

I  talk  to  you  every  year  about  our  outing  system,  pushing  the 
Indians  out  into  civilization.  This  year  the  school  has  had  about  six 
hundred  pupils  out,  and  their  aggregate  earnings  amounted  to  almost 
$20,000.  They  have  in  the  bank,  on  interest  at  6  per  cent.,  about 
$17,000  of  their  own  earnings  and  savings.  We  have  805  students 
representing  61  tribes. 

The  question  of  getting  the  children  away  from  the  reservation 
came  up  this  morning,  and  I  was  delighted  with  Miss  Collins's 
answers.  There  was  frankness  and  honesty  about  them.  But  can 
you  not  see  that  when  you  say  to  an  Indian,  "  Now,  my  friend,  this 
is  your  country  and  your  home,  and  it  is  dear  to  you,  of  course. 
You  have  a  family,  and  you  love  your  children,  and  you  want  to  be 
civilized  like  the  white  man ;  and  we  propose  to  bring  our  cinliza- 
tion  all  about  you.  You  can  do  just  as  well  here  on  the  reservation. 
You  can  get  your  education  here  as  well  as  at  Carlisle  or  Hampton. 
Just  stay  here,  and  let  your  children  go  to  school  here  where  you 
can  see  them."  Do  you  not  see  that  that  sort  of  influence  is  cal- 
culated to  hinder  the  Indian  going  away  to  school?  Then,  these 
reservation  influences  demand  that  no  child  shall  be  taken  away 
from  the  reservation  without  the  child's  consent  and  the  parents' 
consent,  given  in  writing  before  the  agent, —  which  adds  to  the 
difficulty  of  getting  recruits ;  but  we  do  get  them.  Carlisle  never 
had  so  many  students  as  it  has  this  fall.  We  are  in  better  shape 
than  ever,  and  ready  for  the  winter  campaign. 

I  contend  that  the  person  who  will  hold  the  Indian  to  his  narrow 
reservation  influences  is  himself  narrow,  and  the  person  who  will 
push  the  Indian  out  into  the  wider  opportunity  of  good  civilized  sur- 
roundings has  the  broader  better  plan.  That  is  the  spirit  of  Miss 
Collins.  She  said  she  wished  more  could  go  to  the  Eastern  schools. 
We  shall  have  the  Indian  problem  just  so  long  as  we  have  distinct 
communities  of  Indians.     We  must  in  some  way  break  up  the  Ind- 
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ian  community.  We  must  help  them  to  move  about  into  our  civiliza- 
tion, and  when  we  consider  that  there  are  only  about  250,000  Ind- 
ians and  that  we  can  annually  take  in  500,000  Italians,  Hungarians, 
and  other  immigrants  and  scatter  them  about  in  our  great  American 
community,  and  when  within  two  and  a  half  centuries  we  can  bring 
from  the  tropical  zone  and  the  other  side  of  the  earth  eight  million 
of  black  savages  and  civilize  and  citizenize  them  as  a  useful  part  of 
our  population,  it  does  seem  that  in  three  or  four  centuries  our  Ind- 
ians ought  to  be  brought  into  the  same  condition.  If  the  reserva- 
tion system  is  so  good,  why  not  pass  laws  to  establish  reservations 
for  Italians,  for  Hungarians,  and  other  nationalities  each  with  its 
agent,  and  have  Hungarian  and  Italian  Commissioners  in  Washing- 
ton each  with  a  great  bureau  ?     What  a  mess  we  would  have  ! 

No  one  can  say  I  am  opposed  to  missionaries.  I  have  probably 
contributed  my  fair  share  to  sustain  home  and  foreign  missionaries. 
I  believe  in  them,  but  I  do  believe  also  that  all  of  the  influences  at 
work  on  the  Indians  should  be  directed  toward  this  emigration 
movement,  if  you  can  call  it  so.  The  Nez  Perec's  are  worse  off  now 
than  they  were  four  years  ago  before  land  in  severalty  was  given  to 
them.  They  are  drinking  and  becoming  so  debased  that  it  has  be- 
come a  problem  whether  we  shall  save  any  of  them  or  not.  Such 
are  the  conditions  among  their  people  at  home  that  of  their  own 
notion  the  young  people  at  Carlisle  from  that  tribe  have  determined 
to  stay  at  Carlisle.  This  conference  will  perform  its  highest  duty  to 
the  Indians  by  helping  them  to  break  up  their  tribal  relations  and 
escape  from  their  reservation  influences  and  the  hindrances  to  their 
development  coming  from  being  banded  together  as  Indians. 

QuKSTioN. —  What  portion  of  your  students  settle  down  in  the 
East  ? 

Capt.  Pratt. —  Very  few.  Do  you  want  to  know  why.^  The 
Indian  Department  thinks  it  is  a  good  thing  for  Indian  youth  to  go 
back  to  their  tribes,  and  it  offers  to  all  capable  graduates  and  others 
place  and  salary  for  work  among  the  Indians.  They  are  thus  lured 
and  enticed  to  go  back.  That  is  the  reason  we  do  not  have  more  of 
them  in  the  E;ist,  not  because  there  is  not  to  be  found  plenty  of 
work  for  them  to  do  East.  Rations,  annuities,  lands,  and  other  en- 
ticements also  abound.  Many  of  them  if  they  go  back  are  not 
obliged  to  work.  An  Osage  Indian  is  paid  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  a  year  in  quarterly  instalments.  What  incentive  has  he  to 
work  ?  He  can  live  on  that  without  work.  Many  of  them  hire  the 
white  men  to  work  for  them. 

There  are  twenty  to  thirty  Apaches  belonging  to  the  same  band  as 
the  next  speaker  who  are  earning  their  own  living  in  I*ennsylvania. 
One  of  the  Apache  boys  is  employed  in  the  great  Pennsylvania  Steel 
work  at  Steelton.  He  is  a  skilful  blacksmith.  The  superintend- 
ent was  at  Carlisle  at  the  last  commencement,  and  this  young  man 
showed  various  articles  that  he  had  made,  and  this  superintendent 
offered  him  a  job  if  he  would  come  over ;  and  he  has  been  there 
ever  since  last  March  working  successfully  and  really  causing  some 
anxiety  among  white  men  because  he  has  been  promoted  to  a  higher 
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salary  and  responsibility  than  the  white  men  who  have  been  there 
longer.  We  have  skilful  housekeepers  and  nurses  among  our  Ind- 
ian girls.  No  nurses  in  this  country  have  received  higher  praise  for 
their  untiring  watchfulness  and  care  and  for  their  skill  than  some  of 
my  Indian  girls. 

President  Gates. —  We  have  learned  that  the  problem  is  very 
complex,  that  different  tribes  of  Indians  have  different  characteris- 
tics, and  that  all  these  workers  are  accomplishing  something  toward 
the  solution  of  the  problem.  We  are  to  hear  next  from  a  young 
Indian  who  was  taken  captive  during  General  Crook's  campaign. 
He  was  brought  East  in  1880  and  shifted  for  himself,  doing  such 
work  as  he  could,  until  he  attracted  the  attention  of  the  Bureau  of 
Ethnology  for  which  he  did  some  work  in  preparing  for  the  exhibi- 
tion at  Chicago.  He  is  now  studying  at  Exeter,  N.H.  I  will  ask 
Mr.  Antonio  Apache  to  speak. 

Mr.  Apache  spoke  in  substance  as  follows  :  — 

Mr.  Antonio  Apache. —  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  find  so 
many  friends  of  the  Indians  ;  for  often  I  have  thought  that  we  had 
none.  The  Indians  have  been  mistreated  in  many  ways ;  and  they 
will  continue  to  be  unless  they  have  more  friends,  than  at  present. 
I  have  visited  nearly  all  the  tribes  in  the  United  States ;  and  I  know 
that  the  Indians  are  willing  to  take  care  of  themselves  if  we  give 
them  an  opportunity.  I  think  that  rations  are  detrimental  to  the 
Indians.  When  I  was  at  the  Sisseton  Agency,  they  told  me  that  ten 
years  ago  some  of  them  had  good  farms ;  but  when  government 
began  to  give  them  money  they  stopped  farming.  I  never  found  a 
man  who  would  work  if  money  was  given  to  him. 

The  way  to  help  the  Indian  is  to  help  him  to  make  his  own  xi-ay, 
and  give  him  something  practical  to  do. 

As  to  schools, —  the  children  go  to  school,  but  they  cannot  learn 
anything  at  home.  And,  when  they  come  out  of  school,  and  go 
home,  they  lose  what  they  have  learned.  The  only  way  to  educate 
them,  and  make  them  self-supporting,  is  to  take  them  away  from 
their  surroundings.  They  learn  more  by  imitation  than  in  any 
other  way. 

In  visiting  the  different  tribes  I  have  found  less  vice  and  crime  in 
proportion  to  their  numbers  than  in  civilized  communities.  I  have 
found  some  good  hearts  under  a  buckskin  shirt.  The  great  trouble 
is  there  has  been  too  little  justice  given  to  the  Indians.  People  have 
talked  a  great  deal  about  trouble  with  the  Apaches ;  but  the  Apaches 
have  usually  been  justified.  Troubles  arise  from  disturbances  occa- 
sioned by  the  white  people  in  the  vicinity.  Much  of  this  has  been 
brought  on  by  lack  of  management  on  the  part  of  the  officers  in 
charge.  These  officers  are  not  appointed  for  ability  or  fitness.  I  have 
found  many  men  among  the  Indians  who  were  not  qualified  to  take 
care  of  them.  The  agent  has  got  to  be  a  broad,  liberal-minded 
man.     I  have  seen  farmers,  too,  who  had  not  visited  the  farms  of 
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the  Indians  for  two  years.  You  can't  expect  to  make  farmers  of 
Indians  under  such  instructions.  I  have  seen  men  sent  out  as 
agents  where  irrigation  had  to  be  developed ;  and  they  did  not  know 
anything  about  it,  and  cared  less.  I  don't  know  whose  responsibil- 
ity this  is ;  but  I  think  it  ought  to  be  the  responsibility  of  the  govern- 
ment to  see  to  it.  In  some  places  the  agents  do  not  care  anything 
about  developing  the  resources  of  the  reservation.  In  some  cases, 
too,  many  are  made  the  tools  of  the  agent.  There  is  room  for  im- 
provement here.  The  only  thing  that  the  Indian  asks  is  that  your 
country  shall  be  their  country,  and  where  you  make  your  home  their 
home  shall  be,  and  your  God  shall  be  their  God. 

Bishop  H.  B.  Whipple  was  invited  to  speak. 

Bishop  Whipple. —  I  always  listen  with  great  pleasure  to  my 
friend  Captain  Pratt.  Perhaps  you  do  not  know  that  we  were 
fellow-soldiers  in  this  warfare  twenty  years  ago.  He  had  a  number 
of  Indian  prisoners  at  St.  Augustine,  and  we  conferred  together  and 
organized  a  school,  and  several  nights  in  the  week  I  preached  to 
them  the  dear  old  story  of  the  love  of  Jesus  Christ.  I  love  Captain 
Pratt  because  he  is  a  man  of  intense  convictions.  He  is  quite  sure 
of  his  foundations.  He  is  every  inch  a  soldier,  and  in  his  line  he  has 
done  a  noble  and  grand  work  for  the  country  and  for  the  Indian ; 
but  I  think  you  will  agree  that  he  has  not  told  you  all  of  the  mis- 
sionary side  of  the  Indian  question.  I  have  no  argument  about 
missions.  I  have  no  story  of  hardships  connected  with  missions. 
As  I  look  back  upon  my  life  I  see  that  I  have  learned  lessons  among 
the  Indians,  and  in  the  mission  work,  that  I  should  not  have  learned. 
I  have  seen  sorrow.  I  have  had  eight  hundred  of  my  fellow-citizens 
lying  in  nameless  graves,  and  in  that  sorrow  what  did  I  do  ?  I  read 
again  the  story  of  the  hopefulness  of  Jesus  Christ  for  humanity.  In 
his  love  I  tried  to  love  all  that  he  loves.  I  wish  I  could  tell  the 
story  to-night  of  how  this  passion  for  humanity  has  drawn  hearts 
together  and  how  it  has  brought  forth  the  most  abundant  fruit. 
More  than  twenty-five  years  ago  I,  an  Episcopal  bishop,  was  asked 
to  be  present  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Quakers  of  the  United 
States  assembled  in  Baltimore.  They  asked  me  to  talk  to  them 
about  these  poor  Indian  brothers.  A  few  weeks  later  I  was  asked 
to  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Hicksite  branch  of  the  Quakers.  Well, 
there  came  a  day  —  and  it  was  a  dark  day — that  I  received  a 
message  from  the  Indian  country  saying  there  was  not  food  enough 
to  last.  I  borrowed  money  from  the  bank  to  supply  them  tempo- 
rarily ;  these  Quakers  from  Philadelphia  sent  me  $2,000  to  feed  and 
care  for  these  Indians.  I  have  no  tale  of  hardships,  no  tale  of 
failure.  The  only  failure  is  failure  to  do  God's  work.  Just  as  cer- 
tain as  the  promises  of  God  are  sure,  we  shall  succeed  if  we  work  in 
God's  way. 

Among  the  Indians,  where  thirty-eight  years  ago  there  was 
drunken  revelry,  at  my  last  visit  a  church  that  would  seat  four  hun- 
dred persons  was  filled.     One  hundred  of  these  were  communicants. 


I  was  there  for  ten  days  and  I  did  not  see  a  single  blanket  Indian. 
We  have  ten  Indian  churches  there.  That  is  not  failure.  Our 
Indian  clergy  are  doing  good  work  as  pastors  of  the  flock  of  Christ 
I  have  seen  the  most  beautiful  instances  of  the  power  of  religion  in 
some  of  these  men  whom  I  first  saw  with  painted  faces  and  who  are 
to-day  living  a  civilized  life  toiling  with  their  hands  and  helping  to 
solve  the  problem  that  we  all  desire  to  solve. 

I  want  to  give  you  an  instance  in  the  life  of  that  Christian  worker, 
ex-President  Rutherford  B.  Hayes.  He  was  a  great  friend  of  the 
Indians.  He  tried  to  do  Christ's  work.  You  Ibiow  that  the  South 
felt  that  the  vote  of  Florida  and  Louisiana  had  been  stolen  for  Mr. 
Hayes  from  Mr.  Tilden  and  that  Mr.  Hayes  was  unjustly  elected 
president.  This  must  be  remembered  as  I  tell  my  story.  I  am  one 
of  the  oldest  members  of  the  Peabody  Trustees,  and  we  have  a  rule 
that  when  there  is  a  vacancy  in  the  Board  of  Trustees  it  shall  be 
filled  if  it  is  in  the  North  by  a  Northerner,  in  the  South  by  a  South- 
erner. The  chief  justice  of  Tennessee  had  died  and  the  nomination 
for  his  successor  fell  to  the  Southern  trustees.  There  was  Mr. 
Alexander  H.  Stephens,  Richard  Taylor,  the  right  hand  of  Stone- 
wall Jackson,  H.  R.  Johnson,  Governor  Aiken  of  South  Carolina, 
and  other  Southern  men.  But  Alexander  Stuart  said  the  Southern 
members  asked  the  privilege  of  nominating  a  Northern  man  to  fill 
the  vacancy,  one  whom  they  wished  to  honor  for  his  high  Christian 
character,  his  incorruptible  integrity  and  his  even-handed  justice  to 
the  South, —  Rutherford  B.  Hayes.  I  thought  of  that  incident  as  I 
listened  to  the  speech  of  that  earnest  Christian  woman  this  morning. 

I  know  something  about  the  Navajoes.  Thirty-eight  years  ago  I 
began  to  investigate  the  history  of  the  different  tribes,  and  as  far  as 
possible  I  read  everything  I  could  find  connected  with  the  history  of 
the  Indians,  and  so  I  learned  about  the  Navajoes.  When  we  bought 
New  Mexico,  we  bought  a  war  with  the  Navajoes.  We  sent  Kit 
Carson  down  to  conquer  the  Navajoes ;  and  he  said  he  found  one 
orchard  of  twelve  hundred  peach-trees.  At  the  end  of  the  war  the 
Navajoes  were  moved,  and  put  where  it  was  impossible  for  them  to 
live.  They  were  dying  off.  General  Sherman  visited  them.  An 
old  chief  came  to  the  general,  and  said,  **My  people  are  dying." 
The  general  asked  the  chief,  "Where  do  you  wish  to  go.^"  The 
old  chief  put  his  finger  on  the  map,  and  pointed  out  his  old  home, 
and  said,  "We  want  to  go  there."  "  Well,  you  shall  go,"  said  Sher- 
man. "My  people  are  sick,  and  cannot  travel,"  said  the  chief. 
"  Well,  I  will  send  them  in  wagons,"  said  Sherman. '  And  the  old 
chief  looked  at  him  for  a  moment,  and  said,  "  I  call  you  my  brother, 
but  my  people  will  think  you  are  God " ;  and  he  threw  his  arni 
round  General  Sherman's  neck.  General  Sherman  was  an  ol;d 
Indian  fighter,  and  I  have  had  as  many  spats  with  him  as  with 
any  man  I  ever  knew ;  but  he  loved  me  as  a  brother,  and  I  loved 
him;  and,  in  that  famous  report  of  his,  he  said,  "The  Indian  prob- 
lem will  be  solved,  like  a  good  many  others,  by  a  sentence  in  the 
old  Book,  which  says,  *  Do  unto  others  as  you  would  have  them  do 
unto  you.' " 
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In  a  paper  which  I  wrote  thirty-six  years  ago  on  this  Indian  ques- 
tion, I  emphasized  these  things :  first,  the  folly  of  teaching  Indian 
children  in  their  own  language ;  after  learning  they  have  no  books  to 
read;  second,  the  impossibility  of  the  Indian  becoming  civilized 
without  government.  And,  let  me  say,  we  have  not  reached  that 
point  yet.  Many  of  the  difficulties  of  which  Captain  Pratt  speaks 
can  be  solved  the  moment  we  give  him  exactly  thq  same  protection 
as  we  give  to  the  white  man.  Third,  individual  rights  of  property. 
These,  with  the  religion  of  Jesus  Christ,  will  give  to  the  Indian,  as 
it  has  given  to  man  all  through  the  ages,  manhood  and  freedom. 
There  is  no  room  for  being  discouraged.  Let  us  put  our  shoulder 
to  the  wheel,  and  do  all  we  can.  God's  hand  is  over  us,  and  the 
end  is  sure. 

Bishop  Whipple  closed  by  introducing  Assistant  Bishop  Gilbert. 
BisKop  Gilbert  was  invited  to  speak. 

Bishop  Gilbert. —  In  the  old  days,  before  I  knew  this  side  of  the 
Indian  question,  I  thought  Bishop  Whipple  was  an  idealist,  and  that 
he  allowed  his  heart  to  run  away  with  his  judgment.  Now  I  have 
entirely  changed  my  mind,  and  am  an  entire  convert.  For  many 
years  I  lived  among  the  miners  of  Montana;  and  I  never  heard  one 
of  them  say  a  good  word  of  the  Indian.  When  I  was  elected  as 
assistant  to  Bishop  Whipple,  I  said,  "  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  do 
the  work  which  will  be  laid  on  my  shoulders,  if  so  he  will  not  ask 
me  to  look  after  the  Indians."  But  the  first  summer  after  I  was 
elected,  the  bishop  came  to  me,  and  said,  **  I  am  not  strong  this 
summer,  and  I  want  you  to  go  up  and  look  after  the  Indians."  I 
said,  **  Well,  I  suppose  it  is  my  part  to  obey  "  ;  and  I  came  back  a 
convert,  because  I  saw  the  work  that  was  going  on.  I  saw  the  same 
kind  of  Indians  I  had  seen  in  Montana,  with  like  degradation,  ele- 
vated through  Christian  education.  Treat  the  Indian  as  a  man 
because  he  is  a  man.  One  of  the  leading  lumber-men  of  Minnesota 
said  to  me  a  year  ago  as  I  was  returning  from  my  annual  trip, —  he 
was  not  a  Christian  man  :  he  was  a  hard-headed,  rough-and-ready 
business  man, —  "Bishop,"  he  said,  "I  want  to  tell  you  my  own 
experience.  When  I  first  began  my  lumbering  business  I  began 
by  employing  some  of  the  Indian  young  men.  I  paid  them  seventy- 
five  cents  a  day,  and  gave  them  their  rations, —  the  very  poorest 
rations  I  could  find, —  because  I  thought  that  even  that  was  better 
than  they  had  been  accustomed  to,  and  it  would  do  for  them.  I 
bought  the  cheapest  clothing,  and  sold  it  to  them  at  exorbitant 
prices.  But  the  Indians  shirked  their  work,  and,  after  a  few  days, 
they  would  go  off.  I  then  ceased  to  employ  them.  The  next  year, 
as  1  was  about  to  put  my  crews  to  work  at  Red  Lake,  an  old  chief 
came  down  one  day  to  see  me,  and  said,  *  Are  you  going  to  employ 
my  young  men } '  I  said,  *  No :  I  have  had  bad  experience  with 
them.'  He  replied  :  *  You  are  a  young  man,  and  I  am  an  old  man. 
Let  me  tell  you  one  thing.  Treat  my  young  men  as  though  they 
were  men ;   treat  them  as  well  as  you  treat  your  white  men ;  give 
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them  the  same  wages  and  the  same  kind  of  food,  and  clothe  them 
with  the  same  quality  at  the  same  prices ;  and  you  will  see  how  they 
compare  with  the  white  laborers.*  The  chief  spoke  so  earnestly  that 
I  consented  to  try  them;  and  to-day  I  would  rather  have  those 
Indian  young  men  as  my  laborers  than  the  average  white  man.'* 
That  showed  the  wisdom  of-  treating  the  Indians  as  men. 

As  to  the  effect  of  the  Indian  missions,  let  me  relate  a  single 
instance.  One  year  ago,  as  I  was  about  starting  on  my  trip,  a  gentle- 
man came  to  me  and  said  that  he  would  like  to  go  with  me.  He  was 
a  man  of  seventy  years  of  age,  of  culture  and  large  experience  in 
public  affairs.  He  said  he  was  very  anxious  to  see  the  work  among 
the  Indians.  When  this  man  was  a  boy  he  had  been  brought  up  as 
a  Christian  and  in  his  early  manhood  had  been  an  earnest  Christian 
man,  but  since  coming  West  he  had  laid  aside  his  Bible  and  had  lost 
his  anchorage.  Well,  he  went  with  me;  and  as  we  passed  through 
White  E^rth  Reservation  we  were  joined  by  one  of  our  missionaries, 
who  has  given  twenty-five  years  to  the  salvation  of  those  people.  As 
we  went  to  the  different  Indian  missions  and  the  Indians  gathered 
around  us  I  could  see  the  puzzled  looks  of  this  gentleman.  We 
came  one  morning  to  Leach  Lake.  The  Indians  there  had  at  one 
time  been  the  most  degraded  band  in  Minnesota.  It  was  not  safe 
for  a  man  to  linger  among  them  without  protection.  It  was  a  beauti- 
ful September  morning,  and  in  the  church  was  gathered  a  great 
congregation  of  the  red  children  of  the  forest.  It  was  packed  to  the 
doors, —  men,  women,  and  children.  They  received  the  holy  com- 
munion and  then  returned  solemnly  to  their  seats  one  after  the  other. 
I  was  about  to  close  the  service  when  I  looked  back  and  there  was 
that  old  gray-headed  man  of  seventy,  that  man  who  had  lost  his  faith, 
that  man  who  had  despised  the  Indian  and  did  not  believe  that  any- 
thing good  could  come  of  him,  rising  to  his  feet.  He  came  up  the 
aisle  with  his  knees  trembling  and  the  tears  running  down  his  cheeks, 
knelt  before  the  altar  where  he  received  once  more  the  blessed 
symbol  of  Christ's  love.  He  had  found  there  in  the  wilderness, 
among  those  people  he  had  despised,  the  faith  of  his  mother  once 
more.  He  had  knit  together  the  cords  of  the  anchorage  which 
bound  him  to  hope  and  to  God. 

When  men  tell  me  that  missions  are  a  failure  among  the  Indians 
I  simply  ask  them  to  see  the  impression  on  this  man  of  the  world 
which  the  Christian  life  of  the  Indians  makes.  Thus  everywhere 
work  good  and  true  is  the  unanswerable  argument. 

There  is  hard  work  in  connection  with  it.  We  do  get  disap- 
pointed. Men  that  were  expected  to  be  good  Christians  do  fall 
back ;  but  is  not  that  equally  true  among  other  people  ?  There  is, 
however,  one  village  upon  Red  Lake  where  every  soul  in  it  is  a 
Christian.  It  is  the  only  village  of  the  kind  in  the  United  States. 
It  is  full  of  honesty  and  morality,  and  I  have  seen  nowhere  a  better 
illustration  of  the  Christian  virtues  than  among  these  Red  Lake 
Indians.  So  we  go  on.  When  the  reservation  system  is  broken  up 
and  the  Indians  stand  forth  among  their  white  brothers  as  men  to 
work  out  their  own  salvation,  they  will  be  prepared  for  it  by  such 
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work  as  Captain  Pratt  is  doing  and  by  such  work  as  Christian 
workers  are  doing,  and  by  such  work  as  we  ministers  of  God  are  try- 
ing to  do.  The  Indians  will  then  be  ready  for  citizenship  ;  and  the 
time  will  not  come  until  they  are  ready  for  it. 

On  motion  it  was  voted  that  a  message  of  greeting  should  be  sent 
to  Miss  Sibyl  Carter  who  was  kept  from  the  Conference  by  sickness. 
Adjourned  at  1.30  p.m. 


Thursday  Morning,  October  15. 


The  Conference  was  called  to  order,  after  prayers  conducted  by 
Bishop  Whipple. 

Miss  Smiley  read  a  greeting  to  Miss  Sibyl  Carter,  which  had  been 
prepared  by  a  committee  consisting  of  Dr.  Cuyler,  Mrs.  M.  G. 
Fiske,  and  herself:  "The  Fourteenth  Mohonk  Indian  Conference 
sends  loving  greeting  to  the  Indian's  most  devoted  friend.  Miss  Sibyl 
Carter,  and  extends  to  her  most  heartfelt  sympathy  and  the  earnest 
hope  that  her  health  and  strength  may  be  restored,  that  she  may 
continue  her  noble  and  beautiful  work.*' 

The  subject  of  the  day  was  then  taken  up,  "  The  Five  Civilized 
Tribes  of  the  Indian  Territory  and  the  Relation  of  the  Government 
to  them."  Mr.  C.  F.  Meserve,  President  of  Shaw  University,  was 
the  first  speaker. 


THE    FIVE    NATIONS. 

BY   CHARLES    F.    MESERVE,    A.M. 

Before  entering  upon  a  description  of  the  trip  among  the  Five 
Nations,  the  reader  would  doubtless  prefer  me  to  place  before  him 
the  legislation  creating  the  Dawes  Commission,  its  report,  and  the 
legislation  proposed  to  remedy  the  present  condition  of  affairs.  In 
a  brief  report  like  this,  only  a  synopsis  or  salient  features  can 
be  given,  though  nothing  essential  will  be  omitted.  Section  16,  of 
the  Act  creating  the  Commission,  approved  March  3,  1893,  is  as 
follows :  — 

The  President  shall  nominate,  and  by  and  with  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  shall  appoint  three  Commissioners  to  enter  into  negotiations  with 
the  Cherokee  nation,  the  Choctaw  nation,  the  Chickasaw  nation,  the  Muscogee 
(or  Creek)  nation,  the  Seminole  nation,  for  the  purpose  of  extinguishment  of  the 
national  or  tribal  title  to  any  lands  within  that  territory  now  held  by  any  and  all 
of  such  nations  or  tribes,  either  by  cession  of  the  same  or  some  part  thereof  to  the 
United  States,  or  by  the  allotment  and  division  of  the  same  in  severalty  among 
the  Indians  of  such  nations  and  tribes  aforesaid,  or  each  of  them,  with  the  United 
States,  with  a  view  to  such  an  adjustment,  upon  the  basis  of  justice  and  equity  as 
may,  with  the  consent  of  such  nations  or  tribes  of  Indians,  so  far  as  may  be 
necessary,  be  requisite  and  suitable,  to  enable  the  ultimate  erection  of  a  State  or 
States  of  the  Union  which  shall  embrace  the  lands  within  said  Indian  Territory. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  act  that  the  Commission  had  only 
the  authority  to  negotiate.     There  was  no  power  to  bring  about  any 
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result  by  force.  Nothing  could  be  done  except  by  the  voluntary 
consent  or  agreement  of  the  respective  nations  with  a  subsequent 
approval  by  the 'United  States,  and  all  in  accordance  with  treaty 
stipulations. 

From  the  report  of  the  Commission  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  under  date  of  Nov.  i8,  1895,  and  from  testimony  given 
by  members  of  the  Commission  in  various  hearings  before  the 
House  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  at  Washington  during  the  month 
of  March,  1896,  I  learn  that  the  Five  Nations  declined  to  negotiate, 
and,  in  some  instances,  treated  the  Commission  with  disresf>ect  or 
declined  to  even  reply  to  their  communications.  The  report  and 
hearings  set  forth  that  the  Indian  Territory  has  been  overrun  with 
white  people,  who  are  there  in  large  numbers ;  and  because  not  only 
of  the  encouragement  but  invitation  of  the  Indians  themselves,  that 
crime  is  rampant ;  that  the  timber,  the  coal,  and  the  land  are  monop- 
olized by  a  few  to  the  detriment  of  the  many ;  that  large  towns 
have  been  built  up  by  the  whites ;  and  that  all  these  operations  and 
enterprises  are  illegal,  having  no  foundation  in  right  or  equity ;  that 
the  governments  of  the  Five  Nations  are  corrupt;  and  that  the 
United  States,  when  it  set  apart  this  country  for  the  Five  Nations, 
never  dreamed  of  such  a  condition  of  affairs  as  the  Commission  de- 
clares to  exist  there. 

The  Commission  has  been  criticised  for  not  leaving  the  Territory 
after  the  Five  Nations  had  declined  to  **  negotiate."  These  critics 
claim  with  much  emphasis  that  the  Commission  had  only  power  to 
negotiate.  This  criticism  contains  the  essence  of  absurdity.  What 
would  be  thought  of  a  man  who  was  sent  on  a  mission  and  promptly 
came  back  and  reported  failure  without  stopping  long  enough  to 
familiarize  himself  with  the  conditions  that  caused  or  even  contrib- 
uted to  the  failure  ?  I  have  found  no  one  who  criticised  the  failure 
of  the  Commission  to  negotiate,  but  rather  the  investigation  and  state- 
ment of  the  condition  of-  affairs  that  caused  this  failure. 

The  Indian  Territory  possesses  the  possibilities  of  a  great  State. 
Her  area  is  30,000  square  miles.  Her  deposits  of  coal  are  enor- 
mous and  of  untold  millions  of  dollars  in  value.  Building-stone, 
equal,  if  not  superior,  to  the  best  Cotton  Wood  Falls  limestone  of 
Kansas,  and  Longmeadow  freestone  of  the  East,  is  found  in  abun- 
dance. The  supply  of  asphalt  is  practically  unlimited.  Although 
largely  a  prairie  country,  the  river  bottoms  are  filled  with  valuable 
timber,  while  in  some  portions  are  large  areas  of  pine.  The  entire 
country  is  well  watered  by  the  Grand,  Arkansas,  Canadian,  Washita, 
and  Red  Rivers.  In  the  north-eastern  portion  the  streams  and 
brooks  are  as  clear  and  limpid  as  in  northern  New  England  or 
Michigan  or  Colorado.  The  rainfall  is  usually  so  plentiful  that  a 
drought,  causing  a  loss  of  crops,  seldom  occurs.  The  population 
is  estimated  at  465,000,  of  whom  400,000  are  whites,  intruders  who 
have  no  legal  right  in  the  Territory.  There  are  many  towns,  some 
having  a  population  of  5,000  and  claiming  twice  as  many;  towns 
provided  with  electric  light,  fine  hotels,  large  business  blocks,  and 
elegant  residences.     No  one  has  a  legal  right  to  the  house  or  lot  he 
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occupies ;  it  is  merely  a  title  of  occupancy,  not  of  possession,  and 
yet  real  estate  agents  thrive  as  they  do  in  the  States.  There  are 
six  lines  of  railway,  running  daily  twenty-four  passenger  trains  and 
a  large  number  of  freight  trains.  The  country  is  beautiful  beyond 
description,  and  its  resources,  the  development  of  which  has 
scarcely  begun,  are  almost  beyond  comprehension.  I  travelled  in 
and  near  the  Indian  Territory  over  1,300  miles  by  rail,  and  300 
miles  in  a  carriage  in  the  country  at  a  distance  from  railways. 
After  having  travelled  for  days  over  the  beautiful  prairies,  along  the 
river  bottoms  in  the  midst  of  heavy  timber,  among  the  coal  mining 
towns,  over  mile  after  mile  of  fenced  pastures  dotted  with  thousands 
of  fat  cattle,  by  fields  of  corn  and  cotton  almost  boundless  in  extent, 
I  understood  full  well  why  the  white  man  was  here  in  such  large 
numbers. 

The  Indian  in  the  Indian  Territory  will  soon  be  a  "  man  without 
a  country"  unless  the  United  States  steps  in  to  aid  him  in  the 
preservation  of  his  domain  and  the  maintenance  of  his  property 
and  political  rights.  The  land,  grass,  timber,  coal,  etc.,  are  nomi- 
nally, and  originally  were,  common  property ;  but,  if  you  are  looking 
for  some  marked  instances  of  "Wealth  against  Commonwealth," 
come  with  me  to  the  Indian  Territory,  and  remember  when  you 
enter  the  Territory  that  all  of  this  vast  domain  with  its  tremendous 
natural  resources  belongs  to  the  Indian^  and  that  this  property  is  all 
held  (theoretically)  in  common.  But  whom  do  you  see  ?  White 
men,  white  men  ever)rwhere.  The  scarcest  object  is  an  Indian  and 
this  in  the  Indian  Territory,  set  apart  by  solemn  treaty  obligation 
for  the  Indian,  You  see  here  and  there  large  gangs  of  men  cutting, 
curing,  and  pressing  hay,  and  loading  it  into  freight  cars  for  ship- 
ment to  Kansas  City  and  Chicago.  You  hear  the  sound  of  the 
woodman's  axe  and  the  crash  of  the  lord  of  the  forest  as  he  falls  to 
the  ground,  and  anon  the  whir  of  the  saw  and  the  hum  of  the  planer 
and  other  machinery  preparing  the  timber  for  use  in  the  States, 
where  it  finds  a  market.  Now  and  then  you  pass  a  long  line  of  cars 
heavily  laden  with  coal.  Here  is  a  string  of  coke  ovens.  Yonder 
a  stone  quarry  or  a  vast  deposit  of  asphaltum  is  giving  employment 
to  busy  hands.  Then  you  come  to  square  mile  after  square  mile 
of  fenced  pasture  with  innumerable  herds.  Here  in  the  rich  Arkan- 
sas bottoms  is  a  field  of  a  hundred  acres  of  cotton,  and  another 
of  a  hundred  acres  of  corn.  The  cotton  will  yield  a  bale  to  the 
acre  and  the  com  fifty  bushels  or  more,  and  all  this  without  a  pound 
of  fertilizer.  The  bottom  is  three  miles  wide  and  the  soil  black, 
deep,  and  rich.  This  property  all  belongs  to  the  Indian,  but  it  is 
white  men  who  are  cutting  and  shipping  his  hay,  white  men  who 
are  felling,  manufacturing,  and  shipping  his  timber,  white  men  who 
are  mining  and  shipping  his  coal,  white  men  who  are  handling  his 
stone  and  asphaltum,  white  men  who  are  harvesting  the  corn  and 
cotton  from  his  rich  acres,  white  men  who  are  pasturing  his  beauti- 
ful waving  prairies  and  shipping  the  fat'  herds  to  the  stock-yards  of 
Kansas  City  and  Chicago.  It  is  the  white  man  who  is  omnipresent 
The  common  Indian  is  well-nigh  an  alien  in  the  land  of  his  fathers. 
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He  is  a  rara  avis,  about  as  hard  to  find  as  an  Irishman  in  Ireland 
or  a  Yankee  in  New  England. 

As  all  these  extensive  operations  are  illegal,  it  may  be  interesting 
to  see  how  this  condition  of  affairs  was  brought  about.  The  terri- 
tory occupied  by  the  fiw^  civilized  tribes  was  ceded  to  them  by  the 
United  States  more  than  sixty  years  ago.  It  was  to  be  held  in  com- 
mon and  for  the  equal  benefit  of  all  the  Indians  of  these  tribes. 
The  land,  the  grass,  the  timber,  the  minerals,  were  for  the  common 
use  of  all.  They  could  not  be  bought  or  sold.  Among  Indians, 
as  among  other  races,  there  are  men  more  able,  more  scheming,  pos- 
sessing in  a  greater  degree  than  others  foresight,  business  ability, 
and  selfishness,  and  a  greater  desire  for  money.  Such  an  Indian 
would  say,  **  This  tract  of  land,  miles  square,  is  mine."  Some  white 
cattle-man  agrees  to  fence  it  and  pay  the  Indian  so  many  hundred 
dollars  a  year  for  a  term  of  years.  In  some  instances  an  enterpris- 
ing citizen,  a  citizen  either  by  birth  or  marriage,  has  in  this  way 
taken  possession  of  a  large  tract,  fenced  it  and  stocked  it  with  cattle. 
The  legislative  bodies  have  established  rates  of  royalties  to  be  paid 
into  the  national  treasuries :  a  quarter  of  a  cent  a  bushel  on  coal, 
a  dollar  a  thousand  on  logs,  fifty  cents  an  acre  on  hay,  to  be  paid 
to  the  Indian  claiming  the  right  to  cut  the  hay,  and  twenty  cents  a 
ton  as  royalty.  A  certain  sum  yearly  is  charged  for  the  "  permit " 
to  occupy  a  residence  or  business  lot  in  town.  All  these  operations 
are  plainly  illegal  and  in  violation  of  solemn  treaty  rights  and  obli- 
gations which  provide  that  the  land  shall  be  the  common  property 
of  all  the  Indians ;  and  each  tribe  respectively  is  a  party  to  the  treaty 
as  much  as  the  United  States. 

The  extent  to  which  monopoly  has  been  carried  is  alarming.  The 
common  every-day  Indian,  honest,  quiet,  shrinking  in  his  nature, 
and,  as  a  rule,  living  by  himself  away  from  the  town  and  railway,  is 
being  crowded  to  the  wall.  Young  men  are  bitterly  complaining,  as 
they  ride  over  the  wide  pastures  of  the  Indian  and  white  cattle- 
barons,  that  the  land  is  all  taken  up,  and  they  can  find  none  upon 
which  to  make  a  home  and  start  out  in  life.  In  one  nation  there 
are  3,000,000  acres  of  land,  and  1,300,000  acres  are  controlled  by 
61  individuals.  The  following  would  be  amusing  were  it  not  alarm- 
ing because  of  its  truthfulness.  Some  twenty  years  ago  there  came 
to  the  Territory  a  white  man  from  a  neighboring  State,  whom  we 
will  call  H.  H.  Carbon.  He  wooed  and  won  a  dusky  maid,  and 
thereby  became  a  citizen  of  the  tribe  to  which  his  wife  belonged. 
He  was  bright  and  shrewd,  and  saw  and  seized  his  opportunity,  and 
has  become  during  these  two  decades  a  man  of  property  and  in- 
fluence. A  few  months  ago  an  entertainment  was  being  given  in 
one  of  the  towns  in  the  coal-mining  district.  The  well-known  farce, 
"  The  District  School,"  was  the  feature  of  the  evening.  When  the 
teacher  called  the  class  in  "jogryfy,"  she  asked  who  could  bound 
the  Choctaw  Nation.  Johnnie  raised  his  hand,  and  as  soon  as  rec- 
ognized, jumped  up  and  said,  "  The  Choctaw  Nation  is  bounded  by 
a  barbed  wire  fence  with  H.  H.  Carbon  inside  of  it."  The  laughter 
that  followed  showed  that  Johnnie's  reply  was  the  sentiment  of  the 


community.  I  have  given  this  instance  because  such  an  incident 
will  indicate  the  exact  condition  of  affairs  much  better  than  the 
statement  of  a  person  consciously  or  unconsciously  (but  necessarily) 
colored  because  of  his  personal  interest  in  the  continuance  of  pres- 
ent methods,  or  the  pathetic  plea  of  a  paid  Indian  or  white  attorney 
before  some  committee  in  Washington,  who  pretends  to  be  so  con- 
cerned, when  before  Congress,  about  the  welfare  of  the  common 
Indian  and  the  fulfilling  of  solemn  treaty  rights  and  obligations. 
The  weeping  attorneys  are  pulling  at  the  teats  on  one  side  of  the 
Indian's  cow  and  the  monopolists  on  the  other  side ;  and  when  the 
milking  is  finished,  they  get  together  by  themselves,  drink  the  milk, 
curse  the  Dawes  Commission,  and  laugh  in  their  sleeves  at  the  Ind- 
ian, who  takes  care  of  the  cow  and  keeps  the  rack  well  supplied 
with  fodder. 

When  I  asked  a  white  man  in  the  Seminole  Nation  to  give  me  a 
definition  of  an  Indian  of  the  present  day,  he  promptly  replied,  "  An 
Indian  is  a  trustee  of  the  title  to  the  land  in  the  interest  of  the 
white  man."     He  thoroughly  understood  the  situation. 

The  record  of  corruption  and  crime,  as  given  by  the  Dawes  Com- 
mission, I  firmly  believe.  I  thought  it  incredible,  when  I  read  it; 
but  I  have  paid  special  attention  to  these  two  points,  and  do  not 
hesitate  to  say  that  the  picture  has  not  been  overdrawn. 

To  one  who  only  looks  on  the  surface,  the  statement  of  the  Com- 
mission that  life  and  property  are  insecure,  and  official  corruption  is 
common  would  seem  untrue.  At  first  I  found  it  difficult  to  get  peo- 
ple to  talk.  But  after  a  while,  when  I  made  known  that  I  was  a 
representative  of  the  Indian  Rights  Association  and  that  I  was  after 
the  truth  in  the  interest  of  the  Indians,  and  upon  my  personal  assur- 
ance that  I  would  not  in  any  way  use  their  names  or  localities,  the 
evidence  came ;    and  it  is  evidence  from  reliable  sources. 

A  permit  for  a  railway  to  go  through  one  of  the  nations  was  ob- 
tained only  after  paying  money.  The  council  in  session  wanted 
$30,000,  but  the  railway  attorney  finally  got  it  through  for  $7,000. 
The  innocent  reader  need  not  think  this  money  went  into  the 
National  Treasury. 

An  Indian  who  cannot  get  credit  was  appointed  as  a  judge.  He 
will  not  pay  his  bills  and  is  a  general  dead-beat. 

The  boodle  business  is  denied  only  by  the  delegations  who  visit 
Washington.  When  the  Dawes  Commission  first  reported  and  stated 
they  had  failed  in  their  attempts  to  negotiate,  they  were  twitted 
about  not  coming  down  as  the  railway  syndicates  do. 

Money  will  buy  admission  to  the  citizenship  rolls.  An  Indian 
woman  told  me  that  upon  her  return  she  paid  $200  to  get  her  name 
put  upon  the  roll,  from  which  it  had- been  stricken  because  of  several 
years'  absence  in  the  States.  An  official  told  her  that  she  had  gotten 
through  the  lower  house  all  right,  but  it  would  take  $200  more  to  get 
through  the  upper.  She  declined  to  pay  the  money,  and  will  put  her 
case  into  the  hands  of  the  Dawes  Commission,  who  will  see  that  she 
has  justice. 

A  company  was  organized  to  run  a  railway  through  two  adjoining 


nations.  There  was  a  provision  in  the  charter,  granting  the  corpora- 
tion every  alternate  section  of  land  on  either  side  of  the  railway  for 
a  distance  of  six  miles  through  the  richest  coal  land.  It  would  have 
given  millions  of  dollars  to  the  railway,  but  when  the  common  people 
of  one  of  the  nations  heard  of  it  through  work  done  by  the  Dawes 
Commission,  they  said  if  this  provision  was  retained  in  the  charter, 
they  would  repeal  it  with  their  Winchesters.  It  was  necessary  for 
the  two  nations  to  agree.  Only  one  had  acted,  and  as  the  other 
failed  to  agree  on  account  of  the  powerful  Winchester  argument,  the 
railway  corporation  did  not  receive  a  present  of  a  magnificent  setting 
of  black  diamonds,  whose  estimated  value  was  ten  millions  of 
dollars. 

An  Indian  was  eloquently  pleading  for  the  rights  of  the  poor  com- 
mon Indian,  but  upon  investigation,  it  was  found  that  he  was  at  that 
very  moment  himself  controlling  eight  thousand  acres  of  land. 

A  reliable  white  man  informed  me  that  fifteen  men  control,  in  one 
of  the  nations,  one  million  acres  of  land. 

An  Indian  judge  stated  that  he  could  get  the  chairman  of  the  citi- 
zenship application  committee  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  committee  by 
paying  $20  if  he  had  plenty  of  whiskey,  otherwise  $50  would  be 
necessary. 

The  method  of  paying  the  large  sum  of  money  received  from  the 
sale  of  the  famous  Cherokee  strip  was  corrupting  and  demoralizing 
in  the  extreme.  There  are  nine  districts  in  the  Cherokee  Nation,  and 
a  payment  was  made  in  each  district.  It  is  common  talk,  that 
nobody  pretends  to  deny,  that  the  Cherokee  officials  having  the  pay- 
ment in  charge,  agreed  to  locate  a  payment  at  Vinita,  a  bustling  and 
thriving  town,  if  the  citizens  would  pay  them  $2,500.  After  much 
hard  hustling,  the  sum  was  collected  and  paid  over  to  these  unselfish 
and  patriotic  citizens  of  the  Cherokee  Nation.  A  payment  was  ac- 
cordingly located  at  Vinita,  accompanied  by  its  inevitable  train  of 
evils.  At  another  place  of  payment  the  sheriff  rented  the  court- 
house for  immoral  purposes.  The  upper  floor  was  given  up  to 
gambling,  and  the  lower  —  where  gathered  Indians,  Negroes,  low 
whites  and  lewd  women  —  to  drinking,  carousing,  and  fighting.  After 
two  nights,  the  lower  room  was  closed  up,  complaints  were  so  numer- 
ous ;  but  the  room  above  was  kept  running.  Gamblers,  fakirs,  two 
hundred  lewd  women,  from  each  of  whom  the  sheriff  connected  tariff, 
and  thugs  generally,  camped  for  days  a  few  miles  from  this  place  of 
payment,  and  strove  in  every  possible  way  to  get  the  money  paid  the 
Indians.  When  the  sheriff  was  remonstrated  with  for  the  wicked 
course  he  had  pursued,  he  said  :  **  Well !  the  present  order  of  things 
is  not  going  to  long  continue  ;  the  land  will  be  allotted,  and  the  form 
of  government  changed,  and  I  am  going  to  make  as  big  a  haul  as 
possible."  A  prominent  Cherokee,  a  man  of  intelligence  and  refine- 
ment and  who  loves  his  people,  said  with  reference  to  these  pay- 
ments, that  the  loss  to  his  tribe  in  moral  status  could  not  be 
overestimated.  **  It  was  simply  appalling.  It  would  have  been  better 
for  the  Cherokees  if  they  had  never  received  this  money.  Nothing 
can  compensate  for  the  loss  of  a  woman's  honor." 
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In  one  nation  three  families  control  30,000  acres  of  land.  In 
some  instances,  a  poor  man  with  a  large  family  has  to  get  along  with 
a  few  acres ;  in  some  rare  instances,  six  or  eight.  Almost  everbody 
is  preying  upon  the  country.  Very  few  seem  to  be  praying  in  it,  or 
praying  for  it.  I  met,  in  the  Cherokee  Nation,  a  bunch  of  horse- 
traders,  so-called,  but  really  a  bunch  of  dead-beats,  living  off  the 
Indians'  country.  They  would  camp  a  week  in  one  place,  and  then 
move  to  fresher  pastures.  There  was  a  nondescript  company  of 
twenty-four  human  or  inhuman  white  folks,  —  or  would  have  been 
white,  had  they  been  clean, —  of  all  ages  and  sizes,  and  of  both 
sexes.  They  had  six  wagons,  twelve  work  horses,  and  thirty  trade 
horses. 

In  one  of  the  nations  there  is  an  organized  association,  the  object 
of  which  is  to  obtain  citizenship  for  its  members.  Large  numbers  of 
intruders  have  joined  this  association.  The  head  of  the  association 
assesses  the  members,  and  he  makes  a  fine  thing  out  of  it.  He  has 
his  salary  and  Washington  expenses.  He  poses  as  the  great  factor 
in  securing  the  creation  of  the  Dawes  Commission.  But  the  Com- 
mission is  looking  after  the  interest  of  the  Indian,  while  the  associa- 
tion is  trying  to  rob  him.  I  rode  some  distance  with  a  full-blood 
Indian,  who  said  there  was  corruption  everywhere.  He  thought 
allotment  would  be  best,  if  the  Indians  could  be  protected  and  the 
land  secured  for  them.  He  did  not  understand,  until  I  told  him, 
why  the  Commission  was  in  the  Territory.  He  thought  it  was  there 
to  get  the  intruders  on  the  roll  of  citizens.  This  is  one  of  many 
instances  that  might  be  given  to  show  how  persistently  and  relent- 
lessly the  Commission  is  misrepresented  and  maligned. 


THE    INDIAN   TERRITORY. 

ADDRESS    BY    HON.    H.    L.    DAWES. 

Mr.  Chairman^  and  Ladies  and  Gentlemen. —  Mr.  Meserve  has 
relieved  me  of  very  much  which  ought  to  have  been  said  about  the 
Indian  Territory,  and  in  a  much  better  manner  than  I  could  have 
done  if  it  had  been  left  to  me. 

The  Dawes  Commission  (as  it  goes  by  that  name  in  the  Indian 
Territory),  when  it  was  announced  to  them  that  they  were  about  to 
be  investigated,  were  glad  enough  to  find  into  whose  hands  it  was 
committed,  for  they  felt  that  they  would  be  safe  in  the  hands  of  any 
one  so  intelligent,  so  faithful,  and  so  persistent  in  pursuing  the  right 
as  Mr.  Meserve.  I  will  say  for  myself  that,  although  investigation 
sooner  or  later  overtakes  most  public  men,  it  did  not  reach  me  till 
rather  late  in  life ;  and  I  must  confess  that  when  the  charge  was 
made  that  I  was  lacking  in  respect  to  the  rights  of  the  Indian  I 
rather  took  it  to  heart. 
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I  shall  devote  myself,  for  the  little  time  I  have,  entirely  to  trying  to 
relieve  those  people  who  were  properly  enough  sensitive  at  the  idea 
that  something  was  going  to  be  done  by  me,  and  by  those  associated 
with  me,  to  violate  the  treaty  rights  with  the  Indians. 

1  think  that  a  stranger,  studying  the  character  of  our  country, 
would  hardly  be  surprised  at  anything  so  much  as  to  be  told  that 
there  was  in  this  country,  under  the  common  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  and  under  the  same  flag  that  floats  over  its  capitol, 
still  another  people,  claiming  under  this  very  authority  an  inde- 
pendent power  to  govern  and  control  itself,  without  regard  to  the 
government  or  laws  of  the  United  States.  If  he  should  seek  further 
for  the  reason,  for  the  authority  under  which  such  a  claim  of  inde- 
pendence is  based,  he  would  be  puzzled  far  more  to  find  either 
reason  or  authority  in  the  Constitution  or  in  law  for  such  a  condition 
of  things.  He  might  wonder  how  it  could  be,  how  it  were  possible, 
that  there  could  be  carried  on  here  any  imperium  in  imperio ;  how 
there  could  be  another  nation  within  this  nation,  yet  independent  of 
it.  He  would  want  to  know  why  it  came  about,  and  by  what 
authority  it  could  be  built  up,  by,  or  under,  or  through  the  same 
Constitution.  If  he  sought  it  in  the  fact  that  it  was  a  small  commu- 
nity that  had  grown  up  incidentally,  and  of  so  small  relative  import- 
ance that  it  did  not  matter  anything,  he  would  be  mistaken,  for  it  has 
a  domain  of  31,000  square  miles, —  four  times  as  large  as  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  and  two-thirds  as  large  as  this  grand  State  of  New 
York.  Ten  Rhode  Islands  and  Delawares  put  together  could  be 
placed  inside  of  it,  and  still  there  would  be  room. 

If  he  should  inquire  whether  it  might  not  be  because  of  the  pecul- 
iar character  of  the  people  in  this  independent  Territory  he  would 
still  be  mistaken.  Since  I  have  been  in  public  service  I  have  voted 
upon  the  admission  into  the  Union  of  thirteen  or  fourteen  States 
made  up  exactly  of  such  a  community  as  this  is.  The  two  States  of 
Dakota  were  one  Territory  made  up  of  whites  and  Indians  in  almost 
all  respects  like  this.  The  State  of  Minnesota,  the  State  of  Wiscon- 
sin, the  State  of  Utah,  the  State  of  Nevada,  the  State  of  Oregon,  the 
State  of  Washington, —  all  of  these  States  were  made  up  exactly  of 
the  same  kind  of  community  and  people.  It  was  not  for  that 
reason. 

Was  it  because  there  are  but  few  of  them }  Well,  of  these  thir- 
teen or  fourteen  States  there  was  not  one  that  had  as  many  inhabi- 
tants in  it  when  it  became  a  State,  after  it  had  gone  through  the 
pupilage  of  the  Territory,  as  are  now  residents  in  the  Indian  Terri- 
tory, a  population  of  from  three  hundred  and  si.xty  to  three  hun- 
dred and  seventy  thousand. 

Can  any  one  give  a  student  of  our  institutions  any  answer  why  it 
is  then  that,  of  all  the  territory  in  the  States  we  have  in  the  Union, 
there  has  been  left  this  one,  neither  a  State  nor  a  Territory  of  the 
United  States,  with  no  State  or  Territorial  government  at  all,  inside 
of  this  Union,  at  the  same  time  under  this  Constitution  and  this 
flag? 

There  is  no  answer  to  this  question  in  law  or  in  the  Constitution, 
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much  less  in  the  possibilities  of  continuance.  It  grows  out  of  the 
belief  of  a  large  portion  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  that 
somehow  and  in  some  way  they  have  bound  themselves  to  let  it  be 
so ;  the  belief  that  the  United  S^tes  has  abdicated  authority  over 
this  people.  If  it  is  really  and  rightly  so,  it  is  to  be  respected  and 
adhered  to  so  long  as  public  safety  will  permit  and  no  longer. 

I  respect  those  people  who  sent  Mr.  Meserve  to  the  Indian  Teni- 
tory.  I  respect  the  sentiment  that  became  anxious  and  solicitous 
lest  we  should  be  at  work  violating  the  treaty  rights  of  these  people. 
But  I  for  one  am  unable  to  come  to  the  conclusion  that  we  ever  did, 
or  if  we  ever  did  we  had  the  power  to,  abdicate  our  authority  over 
any  one  foot  of  the  territory  governed  by  the  Constitution  and  the 
flag  of  this  country.  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  believe  that  I  shall 
show  you,  from  the  books,  that  we  never  attempted  to  do  that,  and  I 
want  to  say  to  you  that,  if  we  had,  it  was  beyond  the  power  of  this 
government  under  the  Constitution  to  do  it.  The  Constitution  is 
the  measure  of  the  power  of  every  branch  of  this  government.  The 
Constitution  says  this  and  this  only  about  the  territory  of  the  United 
States,  "  Congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of  and  make  all  need- 
ful rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  territory  and  other  property 
belonging  to  the  United  States." 

Congress  must  make  the  rules.  Congress  must  govern  the  terri- 
tory. No  other  authority  exists  in  the  government  to  govern  or  con- 
trol any  foot  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States  outside  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  except  what  I  have  given  you,  which  requires 
Congress  to  do  one  of  two  things :  make  all  needful  rules  and  regu- 
lations concerning  it,  or  else  dispose  of  it, —  one  or  the  other.  They 
did  dispose  of  this  territory.  They  granted  the  titles  to  these  lands 
to  these  people  for  a  purpose ;  but  the  rules  and  regulations  concern- 
ing it,  the  government  of  it,  they  not  only  never  did  sell  to  them,  but 
they  never  could  have  sold,  if  they  had  undertaken  it.  Mark  you,  it 
is  Congress  that  must  do  this.  The  Congress  of  the  United  States 
has  never  attempted  to  do  this.  Whatever  was  done  was  in  a  sort 
of  treaty  not  made  by  Congress,  made  by  the  Executive  with  these 
people  as  if  they  were  a  foreign  nation,  and  there  was  not  a  jot  of 
authority  in  the  Constitution  for  them  to  set  up  a  government  over  a 
portion  of  the  people  of  this  country  that  shall  be  independent  of  the 
United  States. 

But  they  disposed  of  the  title  to  the  land,  and  for  what  purpose  ? 
They  conveyed  the  title  to  these  nations  for  the  benefit  of  the 
nations.  Was  it  that  the  nations  could  sell  it  and  dispose  of  it  and 
make  money  out  of  it  ?  Did  the  nations  take  it  as  you  and  I  take  a 
conveyance  of  sale  ?  Not  at  all.  They  put  it  in  the  hands  of  these 
nations  as  trustees  for  each  and  every  one  of  the  citizen  Indians.  It  is 
not  worth  while  to  go  back  of  1866,  although  the  original  arrange- 
ment was  made  seventy  years  ago,  before  this  people  had  any  idea 
that  there  cou'd  be  such  a  thing  as  individual  ownership  by  an  Ind- 
ian. That  is  why  the  title  was  put  in  the  tribe  or  nation  for  the  use 
of  the  Indian  and  not  in  the  individual  Indian.  Land  in  severalt}* 
is  a  revelation  of  thirty  years  afterward.     They  took  these  people 
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away  out  into  this  country,  which  was  then  six  or  seven  weeks  dis- 
tant from  civilized  life,  to  make  an  atonement  for  the  wrongs  in- 
flicted upon  these  nations  in  the  States  from  whence  they  took  them. 
They  said  to  them.  You  may  do  as  you  please  out  here. 

At  the  time  of  the  Civil  War  these  Indians  went  to  war  with  us, 
and  they  broke  up  by  this  the  relations  which  had  existed  before 
1866.  After  the  war  the  United  States  and  these  so-called  nations 
made  new  treaties  and  established  new  relations.  Afterward  it 
came  to  be  revealed  that  the  way  to  advance  civilization  with  Indians 
was  not  to  isolate  them  but  to  put  them  on  their  own  feet, —  to  make 
individual  citizens  of  them. 

Every  one  of  these  treaties  made  since  1866,  contemplates  two 
things, —  first,  that  they  shall  hold  this  land  strictly  for  the  use 
of  each  and  every  Indian,  share  and  share  alike ;  and  secondly,  they 
provided  that  the  old  system  should  pass  away.  It  was  provided 
that  whenever  they  chose  they  might  take  land  in  allotment,  and  the 
United  States  woilld  survey  and  allot  the  land  for  them  at  its  own 
expense ;  and  that  whenever  they  chose  they  might  establish  Terri- 
torial government  and  legislate  upon  Subjects  prescribed  whose 
scope  and  limitation  depended  on  the  approval  of  the  President, 
subject  also  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States.  Pro- 
vision was  also  made  for  United  States  courts  in  the  Territory,  post 
roads,  post-offices,  and  United  States  mails,  and  railroads  under 
the  United  States  laws.  A  perfect  surrender  of  autonomy,  if  it  ever 
existed.     Then  they  stipulated  how  the  land  should  be  held. 

From  a  single  treaty  made  with  the  Chickasaws  and  Choctaws, 
who  held  their  land  jointly,  I  read  as  follows.  The  same  thing  is 
more  or  less  clearly  expressed  in  all  the  treaties  of  1865-66:  — 

REVISION   OF   INDIAN   TREATIES. 

(Page  2^6.     Lines,  122^^-122^7.) 

Treaty  of  June  22,  1855,  with  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws. 

And  pursuant  to  an  Act  of  Congress  approved  May  28,  1830,  the  United  States 
do  hereby  forever  secure  and  guarantee  the  lands  embraced  within  the  said  limits 
to  the  members  of  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  tribes,  their  heirs  and  successors, 
to  be  held  in  common ;  so  that  each  and  every  member  of  either  tribe  shall  have 
an  equal,  undivided  interest  in  the  whole;  provided,  however,  no  part  thereof 
shall  ever  be  sold  without  the  consent  of  both  tribes,  and  that  said  land  shall 
revert  to  the  United  States  if  said  Indians  and  their  heirs  become  extinct  or 
abandon  the  same. 

That  is  what  the  United  States  solemnly  guaranteed  they  would 
do;  and  when  they  do  that  and  restore  to  every  one  of  these  poor 
Indians  his  equal  share  in  every  foot  of  that  land  and  in  every  one 
of  those  coal  mines  and  of  those  vast  possessions,  the  end  has  come. 
Those  who  hold  power  there  will  unloose  their  grasp  and  have  no 
further  interest  in  opposing  any  prop>osition  that  will  bring  these 
tribes  into  harmony  in  their  own  relations  and  in  their  relation 
'  to  the  government  of  the  United  States.  That  is  what  this  Commis- 
sion has  been  importuning  the  United  States  at  one  end,  and  the 
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Indians  at  the  other,  to  do.  That  is  what  those  who  hold  the 
power  to  gather  the  fruits  of  their  iniquities,  grasping  them  with 
greed  into  their  pockets,  have  resisted  to  this  day.  This  Commis- 
sion has  asked  for  the  violation  of  no  treaty  obligation,  however 
questionable  might  have  been  the  power  to  enter  by  treaty  into  any 
such  relation.  They  ask  that  these  treaty  stipulations  may  be 
enforced.  They  were  charged  from  the  beginning  to  say  to  these 
people :  "  We  want  none  of  your  lands.  Our  desire  is  that  you  shall 
do  this  yourselves."  Every  word  that  we  uttered  was  taken  down  in 
shorthand  and  reported  to  the  President  of  the  United  States.  Of 
every  communication  we  made  to  them  a  copy  was  sent  to  the  Execu- 
tive. In  every  one  of  them  it  has  been  made  plain  that  we  were 
there  to  present  to  them  the  reasons  why  this  condition  of  things, 
so  graphically  reported  by  Mr.  Meserve,  could  not  continue  in  the 
midst  of  these  people  and  in  the  midst  of  this  government.  It  is 
our  conviction  that  this  condition  grows  worse  and  worse  every  hour 
that  it  continues.  The  courts  all  around  there  are  filled  up  with 
trials  of  men  for  murders  committed  in  the  Indian  Territory.  One 
judge,  who  has  been  there  ten  or  fifteen  years,  has  sentenced  some- 
thing like  one  hundred  men  to  be  hanged  for  crimes  committed  in 
that  Territory.  There  is  no  description  that  can  compare  with  the 
reality ;  and  it  was  our  duty  to  impress  upon  them  that  a  change 
must  come,  and  we  showed  them  the  way.  We  showed  them  how 
their  fathers  in  1866  contemplated  the  having  of  this  land  in  allot- 
ment. We  have  not  troubled  ourselves  about  the  Territorial  govern- 
ment or  about  their  becoming  a  State  in  the  Union.  We  knew  full 
well  that  the  moment  they  took  their  land  in  allotment  and  each  one 
had  his  own  possessions  and  came  to  know  the  value  of  his  own 
home,  all  the  rest  would  follow.  He  would  be  for  having  a  govern- 
ment, law,  and  protection,  and  he  would  become  a  part  of  the 
United  States  and  of  the  citizenship  of  the  States  like  all  the  rest. 
That  was  our  duty,  and  we  have  adhered  to  it. 

I  am  glad  to  say  to  you  that  the  light  is  breaking  in  upon  them. 
The  Congress  of  the  United  States  imposed  new  duties  upon  this 
Commission  last  winter,  after  being  convinced  that  we  had  not 
violated  any  of  the  treaty  rights  of  the  Indians  and  that  we  were  not 
departing  from  the  path  of  justice.  They  imposed  on  us  the  duty 
of  settling  forever  this  question  of  citizenship,  and  there  are  now 
pending  before  the  Commission,  that  are  to  be  decided  by  the  tenth 
of  December,  the  final  judgments  of  the  Commission  upon  7,300 
cases  of  claimants  for  citizenship  in  that  Territory.  They  see  that 
the  end  is  coming.  The  men  who  have  the  grasp  there  begin  to  see 
that  they  cannot  tell  where  they  will  be  when  the  end  comes,  and 
they  propose  to  try  the  experiment  of  negotiating  with  us  now.  At 
this  moment  the  Choctaw  Nation,  which  a  year  ago  came  within  one 
vote  of  passing  a  law  making  it  treason  to  negotiate  with  us,  has 
this  fall  at  its  election  chosen  a  chief  in  favor  of  allotment.  The 
Creek  Nation,  which  has  upon  its  statute-book  a  law  making  it  a 
penalty  of  death  to  petition  the  United  States  for  a  change  of  their 
government,  have  appointed  a  Commission,  at  the  head  of  which  is 
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General  Porter,  whom  all  the  men  who  have  had  anything  to  do  with 
Indians  know.  Even  the  Cherokees,  bound  up  more  than  any 
of  them  in  the  grasp  of  these  men  who  have  taken  everything  that  is 
valuable,  have  appointed  a  Commission  to  confer  with  us ;  and 
stalwart  Bushy  Head,  who  was  relegated  to  private  life  from  the 
chieftainship  some  five  years  ago  because  he  was  in  favor  of 
allotment,  was  the  man  appointed  at  its  head.  It  has  been  im- 
pressed upon  them  that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  is  going 
to  take  this  matter  in  hand  if  they  do  not  choose  to  do  it  themselves. 

But  suppose  they  have  an  independent  government  now.  Who 
made  it  ?.  The  government  of  the  United  States  made  it,  and  if  the 
government  of  the  United  States  made  it,  it  can  unmake  it.  While 
the  property  conveyed  to  these  people  is  a  vested  right  that  can 
never  be  taken  from  them,  the  political  status  is  not  a  vested  right. 
There  is  no  political  condition  that  is  a  vested  right  in  this  country. 
It  is  constantly  being  changed  by  the  power  that  made  it,  and  the 
power  that  made  whatever  independent  authority  there  is  there  was 
the  United  States,  and  the  United  States  has  the  power  to  resume  it. 

Now  there  is  another  way  out  of  this.  These  nations  hold  their 
title  —  as  I  have  read  to  you  —  in  trust,  for  the  use  of  the  people. 
What  have  they  done  ?  They  have  misappropriated  the  trust.  They 
have  taken  that  use  from  the  whole  people,  and  have  put  it  in  the 
hands  of  a  few  for  their  own  private  use,  and  what  is  plainer  in  a 
court  of  equity  than  that  when  a  trustee  violates  a  trust  he  may  be 
removed  ? 

There  are  many  ways  out  of  this,  not  only  to  absolve  ourselves 
from  attempting  to  violate  treaty  obligations,  but  to  take  to  ourselves 
some  credit  for  enforcing  the  right.  It  is  in  behalf  of  the  poor 
Indian  despoiled  of  his  heritage,  not  of  the  white  man,  that  we  were 
sent  down  there ;  and  it  is  in  behalf  of  the  Indian  that  we  plead  to 
have  his  possessions  allotted  to  him  either  by  his  own  act,  or  by  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  or  by  some  court  in  equity. 

I  ask  this  Conference,  at  whose  hands  those  at  work  for  the 
Indians  have  received  so  much  support  in  times  past,  to  understand 
that  you  have  approached  now  what  seems  to  me  the  most  important 
of  all  the  questions  that  confront  you.  Here  is  this  vast  territory 
belonging  to  fifty-four  thousand  Indians,  less  than  one-fourth  of 
whom  have  any  participation  in  it.  All  the  others  are  driven  off.  I 
appeal  to  you  in  their  behalf.  Set  them  in  the  possession  of  their 
rights  and  then  the  remedy  will  be  worked  out  after  that.  Give 
them,  each  one  of  them,  what  belongs  to  him,  and  he  will  see  to  it 
that  what  is  necessary  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States  he  will 
have. 

Dr.  Lemuel  Moss. —  If  I  understands  it,  the  United  States  in 
conveying  this  land  no  more  alienated  its  authority  to  legislate  there, 
than  when  conveying  a  quarter-section  to  any  individual. 

Mr.  Dawes. —  Precisely.  I  do  not  suppose  the  conveying  of  the 
land  conveyed  the  right  of  government.  It  is  a  distinct,  separate 
right.     The  soil  I  may  own,  but  I  have  no  right  to  govern  myself  be- 
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cause  I  own.  the  soil.  The  Indians  claim  that,  in  addition  to  the 
conveyance  of  the  land,  the  power  of  government  was  abdicated  to 
them  by  the  United  States. 

President  Gates. —  Our  whole  treaty  system  has  regarded  the 
Indian  as  a  foreign  power.  That  is  a  humbug  which  is  giving  way 
gradually. 

Mr.  Dawes. —  It  has  been  forbidden  by  statute,  and  is  no  longer 
possible. 

Mr.  Welsh. — ,It  maybe  desirable  to  explain  why  the  Indian  Rights 
Association  undertook  the  work  which  was  carried  out,  and  has  been 
reported  by  Mr.  Meserve.  I  want  to  say  first  how  heartily  and  com- 
pletely I  concur  in  all  that  Senator  Dawes  has  said,  and  to  remove  any 
impression  that  that  investigation  was  undertaken  in  anything  like  a 
hostile  spirit.  It  was  not.  I  was  absent  in  Europe  last  spring,  and 
upon  my  return  to  Philadelphia  I  found  that  one  or  two  members  of 
our  committee  had  become  somewhat  disturbed  over  this  question  of 
the  Indian  Territory,  and  had  taken  the  view  that  possibly  the  rights 
of  the  Indians  were  being  overlooked  and  disregarded.  I  stated  to 
them  what  had  been  the  general  attitude  of  the  Association  from  the 
beginning,  and  what  had  been  the  views  of  such  men  as  General 
Armstrong  and  Mr.  Painter,  and  that  the  whole  condition  of  affairs 
there  was  an  anomaly  which  must  come  to  an  end  soon,  and  that 
although  I  had  not  followed  the  movements  of  the  Commission  re- 
cently, I  had  no  doubt  their  work  was  in  the  line  of  that  idea.  But 
this  feeling  was  strong  and  had  to  be  met.  A  number  of  newspapers 
had  taken  up  the  question,  and  had  attacked  the  position  occupied 
by  the  Commission.  A  gentleman  connected  with  the  Philadelphia 
Press  had  made  statements  that  the  allegations  of  the  Commission 
as  to  the  amount  of  crime  existing  in  the  Territory  were  not  well 
founded.  I  felt  that  an  investigation  made  by  a  perfectly  fair  man 
might  be  of  value.  I  suggested  that  we  send  some  one  out  to  look 
over  the  whole  field  and  report  as  to  the  actual  state  of  the  facts ; 
that,  while  my  general  views  were  what  I  have  stated,  it  might  be 
well  to  look  into  the  matter.  I  did  not  send  our  general  representa- 
tive Mr.  Leupp,  because  his  views  were  clearly  like  mine.  I  did  not 
wish  to  send  any  one  whose  mind  was  made  up  in  advance.  I 
looked  over  the  list  of  suitable  men,  and  thought  no  one  could  be 
better  than  Mr.  Meserve.  I  knew  of  his  experience,  of  his  entire 
fairness,  his  high  character  in  every  way,  and  I  asked  him,  on  behalf 
of  the  Indian  Rights  Association,  to  undertake  this  work.  He  did 
it,  and  has  made  the  report,  the  substance  of  which  has  been  read  to 
you,  and  which,  I  think,  has  had  a  marked  effect  upon  the  minds  of 
those  who  have  heard  it. 

Mr.  Smiley. —  I  presume  many  of  you  have  been  flooded  with 
reports  hostile  to  the  Dawes  Commission  scattered  by  men  inter- 
ested in  the  preservation  of  the  present  condition  of  things.  A 
great  deal  of  money  has  been  expended  in  collecting  testimony 
against  the  Dawes  Commission  and  circulating  it  over  the  country ; 
and  they  have  inveigled  many  prominent  men,  who  did  not  under- 
stand the  situation  and  who  feared  that  treaty  rights  were  to  be  vio- 
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lated,  into  putting  their  names  to  statements  which  are  •  not  correct. 
These  hostile  reports  have  done  no  harm  except  where  people  did 
not  know  the  facts ;  there  they  must  have  done  harm. 

Gen.  Eaton. —  It  is  in  the  interest  of  these  three  hundred  thou- 
sand people  who  are  prejdng  upon  the  Indians  in  the  Indian  Terri- 
tory to  send  out  these  documents  assailing  the  Commission.  They 
emphasize  the  idea  that  the  Commission  proposes  to  break  faith  with 
the  Indians.  "  We  are  the  faith-keeping  people,"  they  say.  But 
we  have  seen  here  this  morning  that  the  proposition  of  the  govern- 
ment, of  the  President,  of  Congress,  and  of  this  Commission,  is  to 
keep  faith  with  the  Indians.  It  is  a  movement  in  favor  of  the 
sacredness  of  treaties  and  the  sacredness  of  human  character  and 
of  those  great  rights  and  privileges  for  which  this  government  exists. 
My  thanks  are  tendered  to  those  gentlemen,  and  to  Senator  Dawes 
especially,  for  showing  us  this.  There  has  been  an  attempt  made  to 
have  the  country  believe  that  they  were  trying  to  get  rid  of  treaties. 
No,  no,  it  is  an  attempt  to  execute  treaties;  and  I  feel  deeply  grate- 
ful for  having  it  shown  that  these  gentlemen  aim  to  keep  the  treaties 
solemnly  made  with  these  people. 

Bishop  Whipple. — ^I  desire  to  make  a  practical  suggestion. 
Those  who  pity  and  love  the  Indians  know  that  Senator  Dawes  is 
the  last  man  that  needs  an  apology  for  any  of  his  work.  But  there  is 
one  fact  of  which  I  am  sure  the  great  body  of  the  American  people 
are  entirely  ignorant ;  namely,  that  these  Indians  forfeited  all  of 
their  rights  when  they  engaged  in  warfare  against  us  during  our  late 
Civil  War.  They  were  received  back  into  treaty  relations  under  en- 
tirely different  conditions.  That  is  the  very  crux  of  this  whole  mat- 
ter. Now  I  propose  this, —  that  the  business  committee  shall  prepare 
a  statement,  embodying  what  has  been  said  by  Mr.  Meserve  and 
Senator  Dawes,  and  put  it  into  the  hands  of  the  friends  of  the  Ind- 
ian, that  they  may  use  it  where  it  will  do  the  most  good.  Familiar 
as  I  am  with  Indian  wrongs,  I  have  never* had  my  heart  more  deeply 
stirred  than  in  listening  to  Senator  Dawes  and  to  Mr.  Meserve; 
and  from  my  heart  I  can  only  say,  God  be  praised  for  raising  up 
such  men  to  do  his  work. 

Dr.  Dennis  Wortman. —  Senator  Dawes  says  the  national  gov- 
ernment has  made  each  Indian  nation  trustees  for  the  individuals  of 
that  hation.  When  the  present  government  methods  in  the  Territory 
are  overthrown  will  the  present  proprietors  of  mines  and  those  who 
hold  property  there  be  dispossessed  t  Will  all  the  land  be  divided 
among  the  Indians  ?  If  so,  what  becomes  of  the  proprietors  of 
industries  located  on  these  lands?  Will  the  retirement  of  the 
national  trustee  affect  the  rights  conferred  by  the  trustee  before  his 
retirement  ? 

Senator  Dawes. —  The  whole  matter  is  full  of  difficulties  and  per- 
plexities. Take  the  mining  interests.  There  are  millions  of  dollai:s 
honestly  and  fairly  invested  in  the  coal  mines  by  outsiders.  A  law 
was  made  that  any  citizen  Indian  who  would  discover  a  deposit  of 
coal  should  have  the  exclusive  use  of  a  mile  all  round  it  with  power 
to  lease  it.     So  they  went  to  Pennsylvania,  where  there  are  experts 
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in  coal-mining,  and  got  these  experts  and  then  went  out  and  told 
these  Indians  where  to  discover  coal,  and  they  discovered  it  and 
leased  the  land  to  capitalists.  The  Indian  never  could  mine  coal 
alone.  It  requires  hundreds  of  thousands  of  capital,  and  this  capi- 
tal has  come  from  Pennsylvania  and  elsewhere  and  been  invested 
honestly  in  these  mines.  It  would  be  rank  injustice  to  destroy  all 
that  property.  It  has  got  to  be  the  work  of  negotiation  and  equi- 
table disposition.  The  lands  belong  to  all  the  Indians,  not  to  the 
half  dozen  who  have  discovered  where  the  coal  mines  are.  The 
same  is  true  of  the  town  sites.  Large  towns  of  dye  thousand, 
three  thousand,  and  two  thousand  inhabitants  have  been  built  by  the 
whites  on  the  land  of  these  Indians,  and  vast  sums  of  money  spent 
upon  them.  I  cannot  tell  you  how  it  shall  be  adjusted.  I  only  say 
to  you  what  I  have  said  to  these  men,  **  We  will  sit  down  with  you, 
and  we  will  try  to  work  out  a  solution  of  this  question  that  shall  be 
not  only  just  to  you  Indians  but  just  to  those  men  whom  you  have 
invited  here  and  who  have  invested  their  capital  in  your  work.''  All 
the  South-western  country  depends  on  those  mines.  Millions  of 
property  are  involved  in  the  question.  How  it  shall  be  settled  I 
wish  I  knew.  The  Commission  is  trying  to  make  secure  every  man's 
rights  in  that  Territory. 

Capt.  Pratt. —  If  those  who  have  charge  of  it  will  provide  me  with 
the  matter  and  will  send  me  lists  of  names,  I  will  publish  Senator 
Dawes's  address  on  this  subject,  and  distribute  it  without  any  expense 
to  this  Conference. 

Mr.  Meserve. —  In  my  full  report  I  go  into  the  solution  of  this 
problem  according  to  my  ideas,  and  append  a  copy  of  the  Curtis  Bill, 
introduced  by  Mr.  Curtis,  which  passed  the  House,  and  was  before 
the  Senate  when  Congress  adjourned. 

President  Gates. —  A  government  that  brought  so  many  States 
through  the  period  of  reconstruction  can  safely  be  trusted  to*  work 
its  way  through  this  difficulty. 

Dr.  Fisher,  Pittsburg. —  We  can  let  our  sympathy  go  to  the  inno- 
cent white  men  who  have  gone  to  the  Indian  Territory.  That  is 
part  of  the  problem.  It  may  be  very  difficult ;  but  I  think  that  side 
of  the  question  might  be  emphasized.  While  Bishop  Whipple  is 
undoubedly  correct,  I  believe  the  whole  question  rests  upon  the 
argument  which  Senator  Dawes  has  made,  that  there  has  been  no 
disposal  of  the  power  of  the  United  States  to  control  that  Territory. 
It  rests  with  the  Constitution.'  It  is  not  because  they  have  engaged 
in  civil  war.  It  should  be  kept  before  the  people  that  we  are  not 
breaking  treaty  rights,  but  enforcing  them.  The  power  of  this  gov- 
ernment over  every  portion  of  this  Territory  was  settled  by  the  Civil 
War.  It  was  settled  for  the  Indian.  It  was  settled  for  the  South. 
We  must  keep  that  before  the  country.  But  in  regard  to  this  great 
question  which  incidentally  arises  in  the  minds  of  men,  we  must 
keep  also  this  thought,  that  there  are  innocent  men  who  have  de- 
veloped this  property ;  and,  while  the  real  estate  may  be  of  benefit 
to  the  Indian,  we  must  consider  it  in  the  way  of  what  it  would  have 
been  to  him  if  it  had  not  been  developed.     I  do  hope  this  Commis- 
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sion  will  go  on,  and  that  there  will  be  allotment  of  land,  and  that  we 
shall  get  rid  of  this  state  of  affairs. 

Mr.  Garrett. —  While  confessions  are  going  on,  I  wish  to  say  that 
I  was  one  of  those  who  were  very  desirous  for  light  on  this  subject 
as  to  whether  any  treaty  has  been  violated.  I  feel  deeply  grateful 
to  Senator  Dawes  for  his  very  able  and  powerful  exposition  of  the 
subject  this  morning.  He  has  shown  that  under  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  the  treaty-making  power  had  no  authority  to  sur- 
render the  sovereignty  of  the  United  States,  and  that  occurrences 
since  have  completely  authorized  and  legalized  the  action  which  is 
now  proposed.  I  feel  quite  satisfied  with  his  statement  of  the  case. 
Not  only  has  the  fact  that  the  five  civilized  tribes  having  entered 
into  the  Confederate  service  during  the  war  placed  us  in  new  rela- 
tions to  them  so  that  our  old  treaties  were  set  aside,  but  the  trust  has 
been  so  violated  that  there  are  now  separate  grounds  for  the  proposed 
action.     I  repeat,  I  feel  grateful  to  Senator  Dawes. 

Rev.  Dr.  H.  A.  Stimson. —  The  government  of  the  United  States 
is  itself  a  trustee.  In  all  its  legislation  back  of  the  specific  act  lies 
the  recognition  of  the  sacred  trust  that  it  shall  always  do  that  which 
shall  tend  to  the  permanence  and  safety  of  the  nation,  and  it  shall 
only  do  that  which  is  in  the  interest  of  public  morals.  These  two 
primary  conditions  underlie  every  act  of  this  government,  and  they 
are  indisputable.  As  a  result  of  the  action  of  this  government  in 
the  past,  there  has  arisen  a  condition  which  is  only  a  concentrated 
condition  of  that  which  has  existed  in  all  Indian  tribes, —  described  by 
the  word  "  impossible."  Three  times  in  our  history  we  have  found 
ourselves  in  that  condition  :  once  in  regard  to  slavery,  then  in  regard 
to  the  Mormons,  and  now  in  regard  to  the  Indians.  We  hesitated 
in  regard  to  slavery.  Men  were  deterred  by  fear  of  violating  a 
constitutional  right  and  ignoring  those  conditions  which  lie  back  of 
all  law,  those  which  grow  out  of  the  condition  of  safety  and  public 
morals.  At  last  we  were  compelled  to  break  through  all  the  meshes 
of  intricate  legislation  in  order  to  create  a  system  of  government,  a 
condition  of  government,  under  which  the  nation  could  live  ;  and  we 
did  it.  Practically  we  have  done  the  same  thing  in  regard  to  Mor- 
monism,  and  that  is  exactly  the  condition  in  regard  to  the  Indian 
Territory.  I  lived  for  some  years  not  far  from  the  Indian  Territory. 
A  friend  of  mine  who  was  there  said  that  again  and  again  he  had 
been  compelled  to  spread  his  arm  over  his  wife  and  child  and  hold 
them  in  bed,  lest,  if  they  sat  up,  they  should  be  struck  by  the  shots 
fired  from  the  street  by  drunken  men,  who  wanted  to  drive  them  out 
because  they  represented  religion  and  education.  Such  a  condition 
of  things  is  impossible.  Any  man  who  lived  in  the  West  when  the 
Cherokee  Strip  and  Oklahoma  were  opened  must  recognize  that,  no 
matter  what  were  the  treaties,  any  legislation  which  would  put  the 
people  under  conditions  in  which  such  scenes  could  occur  must  be 
wrong.  When  these  conditions  assert  themselves,  no  matter  what 
the  word  spoken  is,  no  matter  what  the  act  of  the  Executive  has 
been,  it  becomes  the  duty  as  well  as  the  right  of  a  Christian  nation 
to  wipe  out  impossible  conditions,  and  to  create  conditions  which 
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make  possible  civilization,  the  safety  of  the  government,  and  the 
maintenance  of  pubHc  morality.  Because  of  this  I  believe  the  time 
has  long  since  come  when  the  friends  of  the  Indian  ought  to  ask  that 
every  right  and  every  privilege  demanded  for  any  Indian  as  an  In- 
dian be  set  aside  that  he  may  ask  every  right  and  every  duty  required 
of  him  as  a  man.     When  we  do  that  we  are  on  a  firm  foundation. 

The  next  address  was  by  Mr.  Herbert  Welsh. 


INDIAN    AGENTS,   WHAT    SHALL    WE    DO    WITH 

THEM  ? 

ADDRESS    BY   MR.    HERBERT   WELSH. 

I  think  that  in  approaching  this  subject  perhaps  it  would  be  well  for 
us  to  remember  the  general  conditions  which  brought  about  the 
agency  system.  I  will  endeavor  to  sketch  those  as  I  saw  them,  and 
I  think  that  perhaps  the  great  majority  of  those  present  will  agree 
as  to  the  general  facts  expressed.  We  must  remember  that  the  Ind- 
ians by  the  gradual  occupation  of  their  country  were  brought  into  a 
state  of  greater  and  greater  friction  with  the  whites.  Constant  conflicts 
ensuing,  it  was  found  necessary  to  limit  them  to  reservations.  This 
was  a  necessity  at  the  time  from  which  it  would  have  been  impos- 
sible to  escape.  The  game  was  rapidly  disappearing.  It  was  nec- 
essary that  a  great  majority  of  those  who  had  subsisted  upon 
the  buffalo  should  be  temporarily  fed  some  other  way.  These 
people  were  entirely  separate  from  us  in  every  respect.  They  were 
in  the  condition  of  the  primitive  people  of  the  stone  age.  That 
represented  a  high  state  of  civilization  which  was  flowing  all  around 
about  them,  and  pressing  upon  them  in  a  way  which  would  have 
been  utterly  destructive.  So  the  creation  of  the  reservation,  the 
evils  of  which  we  have  clearly  seen,  was  a  necessity.  It  was  neces- 
sary that  some  definite  line  should  be  drawn  for  a  time  between 
various  Indian  tribes  and  the  surrounding  people,  otherwise  they 
would  have  been  destroyed  as  we  see  even  now  in  some  instances 
is  the  case  while  the  system  is  being  abandoned.  It  was  necessary 
to  keep  them  from  liquor,  from  the  broils  and  troubles  which  spring 
up  between  them  and  the  whites,  so  that  we  may  look  upon  the 
reservations  very  much  as  the  temporary  nursery  of  the  Indian.  It 
stood  to  the  Indian  for  a  given  period  as  the  nursery  stands  to  the 
child.  A  nursery  is  a  good  thing  for  a  while,  but  we  do  not  keep 
our  children  there  indefinitely.     That,  I  think,  is  a  fair  analogy. 

Now  how  is  the  government  to  be  represented  upon  this  area  of 
territory,  which  seems  to  me  precisely  like  an  island  completely  sur- 
rounded by  a  sea  of  white  civilization  ?  What  are  we  to  do  ?  We 
have  put  there  a  representative  of  the  government,  an  Indian  agent 
We  have  given  facilities  for  missionaries  to  do  the  work  there  in 
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trying  to  build  up  the  character  of  the  Indian.  We  have  introduced 
a  school  system  which  is  reaching  a  very  high  organization  as 
compared  with  its  condition  twenty  years  ago,  and  for  which  we 
are  spending  a  large  sum  of  money.  We  have  then  these  various 
forces  of  civilization  working  upon  the  Indian  within  the  limits  of 
the  reservation. 

The  next  most  necessary  thing  to  do  was  to  ask  the  government 
to  introduce  a  system  by  which  its  employees  might  be  persons  of 
the  best  intelligence  and  personal  character,  so  that  the  enterprise 
undertaken  by  the  government  might  be  successful.  We  therefore 
asked  that  the  merit  system  might  replace  the  spoils  system  in  the 
Indian  service.  We  recognize  the  reservation  as  only  temporary ; 
and  I,  for  one,  think  that  in  reviewing  the  past  history  of  the  Mohonk 
Conference  some  of  us  have  been  disposed  to  exaggerate  and  over- 
emphasize the  real  difference  which  existed  among  the  friends  of 
the  Indian  on  that  subject.  I  do  not  think  there  were  any  friends 
of  the  Indian  who  anticipated  holding  the  reservation  as  a  perma- 
nent thing.  There  were  persons  outside  who  represented  this  view. 
It  was  maintained  by  such  men  as  Dr.  Bland  of  Washington  and 
others,  who  did  feel  that  the  reservation  should  be  permanent,  that 
a  wall  should  be  built  up  between  the  white  men  and  the  Indian. 
But  there  were  no  friends  of  the  Indian  known  to  me  —  and  I  will 
refer  you  to  our  reports  —  who  took  that  view,  that  it  was  to  be  a 
permanency.  We  recognized  that  that  sea  of  white  civilization  was 
beating  on  the  shore  of  these  island  reservations  and  that  the 
reservation  was  bound  to  diminish  and  disappear.  We  asked  from 
the  beginning  that  the  Indian's  character  should  be  built  up  by 
the  Church  getting  hold  of  his  heart  and  life,  that  his  knowledge  of 
industries  should  be  built  up  by  his  being  taught  to  cultivate  the 
ground,  dnd  in  other  ways  that  he  should  be  strong  enough  to  stand 
when  the  change  came.  We  hoped  that  a  better  class  of  Indian 
children  would  be  brought  up  who  should  go  to  our  great  Eastern 
schools.  I  think  our  conception  from  the  beginning  was  a  system 
which  would  use  the  reservation  simply  as  a  temporary  nursery  with 
the  idea  of  getting  rid  of  it  as  soon  as  we  could  adopt  a  system 
which  would  get  rid  of  it. 

You  will  remember  how  this  Conference  was  in  favor  of  breaking 
up  the  great  Sioux  Reservation,  and  stopped  the  first  effort  to  sell 
half  of  it  for  inequitable  terms,  and  obliged  the  Commission  charged 
with  that  duty  to  sell  it  equitably ;  and  how,  with  our  co-operation 
and  help  that  great  reservation  has  had  about  half  of  its  territory 
taken  from  it.  We  looked  upon  these  reservation  schools  and  the 
Eastern  schools  as  mutually  helpful.  We  never  anticipated  any 
antagonism  in  these  two  lines  of  work.  It  was,  after  all,  the  same 
work  which  was  going  on  in  various  localities,  the  great  Eastern 
schools  dealing  with  as  many  children  as  they  could,  giving  them  the 
higher  training  and  better  knowledge,  then  sending  them  back  under 
circumstances  which  were  decided  in  each  individual  case  to  lift  up 
the  remainder  of  their  people. 

We  felt  that  it  was  necessary  to  break  down  the  old  spoils  system 
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by  which  each  party  used  places  among  the  Indians  and  in  the 
service  generally  as  spoils.  We  worked  hard  for  the  introduction  of 
the  merit  system.  Finally,  we  got  it.  We  got  at  first  700  school 
teachers  and  superintendents  brought  under  that  system,  so  that 
those  who  were  placed  in  these  positions  should  not  be  selected  for 
partisan  reasons,  but  for  fitness  to  do  their  work.  I  think  every  one 
will  have  to  acknowledge  that,  whatever  faults  there  may  be  in  the 
details  of  that  system,  it  is  infinitely  better  than  it  was  before. 
It  is  far  better  that  a  teacher  shall  be  appointed  not  because  Senator 
So-and-so  desires  it,  but  because  he  is  capable  of  doing  the  work.  I 
think  there  is  a  great  concurrence  of  opinion  on  that  subject. 

We  have  worked  along  on  those  lines,  and  now  we  have  not  only 
got  the  merit  system  introduced,  but  largely  extended  over  the 
service.  So  far  as  we  can  look  at  the  results,  they  are  good  and 
wholesome.  The  new  method  is  opposed  in  many  cases  by  persons 
who  have  gone  in  under  the  old  system,  and  sometimes  new 
employees  are  made  uncomfortable;  but  I  think  it  is  the  general 
testimony  that  there  is  an  advance. 

In  reference  to  the  agent  himself,  we  do  not  want  a  system  built 
up  which  shall  keep  the  agency  as  a  permanency,  with  an  agent 
whose  power  is  maintained  from  year  to  year.  We  desire  that,  as 
the  surplus  lands  are  sold,  as  the  Indians  are  brought  to  a  clearer 
conception  of  civilization,  the  agency  shall  pass  away.  But,  in  the 
mean  time,  it  is  desirable  to  get  good  agents  who  shall,  as  quickly  as 
possible,  bring  the  Indian  to  a  degree  of  civilization  at  which  he 
shall  be  able  to  do  without  the  reservation.  How  are  we  to  do  it? 
We  have  shown  that  we  are  able  by  asking  the  various  Presidents  to 
act  upon  the  general  principles  of  Civil  Service  Reform,  to  adopt  the 
merit  idea  in  practice.  That  means  that  they  should  not  turn  out  an 
agent  because  he  has  been  put  in  by  the  previous  administration. 
If  an  agent  is  doing  good  work  he  should  be  supported,  and  if  he  is 
not  doing  good  work  he  should  be  turned  out.  We  desire  that  he 
shall  be  a  good,  faithful  man  while  there.  That  is  all  we  ask.  We 
ask  that  they  shall  be  appointed  according  to  the  spirit  of  the  Civil 
Service  Reform.  We  should  be  very  thankful  to  Mr.  Secretary  Hoke 
Smith  for  a  great  many  advances  in  that  direction.  There 
were  several  cases  where  he  retained  men  who  were  put  in  by  his 
predecessor,  and  several  cases  where  he  reappointed  men  who  had 
been  turned  out  of  office.  Major  Steele,  I  think,  was  one.  So  there 
is  a  recognition  of  that  principle.  I  do  not  see  how  we  can  depart 
from  those  general  lines.  This  is  not  the  enunciation  of  a  new  policy. 
It  is  the  steady  pressing  forward  of  the  old  policy  for  which  Mohonk 
has  always  stood. 

Take  the  speeches  made  yesterday  and  the  facts  brought  forward 
by  such  speakers  as  Miss  Collins,  Mr.  Young,  Bishop  Whipple,  and 
Bishop  Gilbert.  I  think  those  speeches  show  the  great  moral  work 
which  is  going  on  in  reservations,  which  is  going  on  in  those  sec- 
tions of  country  where  the  Indians  are  kept  by  themselves,  so  that 
we  may  feel  that  most  valuable  work  is  being  done  there.  How  is 
it  to  be  continued  ?     By  studying  the  facts  of  the  cases  as  they 
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come  up;  by  following  up  our  regular  policy;  by  keeping  our  hands 
very  carefully  on  the  facts  as  they  develop ;  by  getting  a  sound,  true 
theory;  by  looking  on  the  reservations  as  a  temporary  necessity  but 
one  that  cannot  be  altogether  dispensed  with  at  present  with  safety ; 
by  following  the  idea  that  surplus  lands  should  be  sold.  I  should 
like  to  see  them  sold  as  fast  as  possible. 

Another  important  thing  that  we  must  do  is  to  prevent  the  de- 
struction of  the  Indian  through  the  selling  of  fire-water, — the  "  devil's 
blood,"  as  the  Delaware  Indians  used  to  call  it. 

Then  the  work  on  the  reservation  should  have  a  definite  relation 
to  the  work  which  is  being  done  in  the  East.  Captain  Pratt  told  us 
last  night  that  a  large  number  of  his  pupils  had  to  be  sent  back. 
He  regretted  it  honestly  and  truly.  But  that  is  the  great  fact  that 
we  have  to  face.  If  it  is  true  that  they  have  to  be  sent  back  for  one 
reason  or  another,  then  we  must  try  to  make  these  reservations  while 
they  last  as  good  as  possible  so  that  the  returned  Indians  who  go  to 
them  shall  have  a  chance  there.  How?  By  keeping  in  close  con- 
tact with  them,  by  finding  out  their  difficulties,  by  taking  up  the  little 
difficulties  at  which  Miss  Collins  hinted,  and  by  systematically  trying 
to  remove  them.  It  is  an  evolution,  not  a  revolution,  that  must 
be  looked  to  to  take  the  reservation  out  of  existence. 

I  think  when  the  new  President  comes  in,  that  the  way  in  which 
we  are  to  carry  forward  the  Civil  Service  idea  in  the  appointment 
of  new  agents,  must  be  very  largely  by  public  opinion  in  favor  of 
reform.  That  is  the  most  powerful  means.  In  all  the  ways  open 
to  us  we  must  go  to  the  new  President  and  say  to  him,  "  Now  those 
who  call  themselves  the  friends  of  the  Indians  have  built  up  this 
degree  of  civilization  in  the  treatment  of  the  Indians  and  they  have 
created  a  certain  structure  of,  public  sentiment,  and  we  ask  now 
that  the  goodly  edifice  shall  not  be  destroyed."  I  do  not  believe  any 
one  will  dare  to  destroy  very  much  of  the  edifice  which  has  been 
built,  and  we  must  press  upon  those  lines.  I  think  in  this  con- 
nection, there  is  no  new  policy  that  should  be  formulated.  What  is 
needed  is  a  certain  radicalism  on  conservative  lines.  The  different 
sections  of  the  work  must  be  brought  into  closer  relation.  Let  us 
do  our  work  harder  with  the  old  tools  that  have  proved  serviceable. 

Dr.  Hailmann  has  written  that  there  is  an  increasing  union  of 
sentiment  between  the  Eastern  and  Western  schools.  He  is  the 
representative  of  the  great  advance  in  the  Indian  work.  His  report 
will  produce  a  great  impression  on  your  minds.  You  will  feel  that 
it  is  the  report  of  a  very  wise,  thoroughly-trained  man  with  a  deep 
knowledge  of  human  nature  seeking  to  take  the  newest  appliances 
for  the  civilization  of  the  Indian.  Notice  one  of  the  things  he  has 
done ;  that  is,  to  bring  the  Indian  schools  into  closer  contact  with 
the  whites.  Wherever  those  schools  have  been  lifted  up  to  a  high 
enough  plane  to  justify  it,  he  is  trying  to  bring  them  under  the  care 
of  the  educational  institutions  of  the  States  in  which  they  are.  Do 
you  not  see  how  the  question  is  continually  in  process  of  solution, 
and  how  many  of  those  difficulties  are  melting  away,  and  how  these 
people  are  being  gradually  brought  into  closer  connection  with  our 
national  life  ? 
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This  is  nothing  new.  It  is  like  the  gospel.  The  interest  of  the 
gospel  of  Christ  lies  in  the  profound  wisdom  there  is  in  it.  The 
more  we  study  it  the  more  we  find  that  it  has  in  it  all  the  conditions 
of  human  life.  We  are  inspired  by  that  wisdom,  led  along  those 
lines.  These  are  the  lines  which  we  should  follow  out.  Let  us  fol- 
low them  to  their  conclusion.  Let  us  not  only  say  that  the  reserva- 
tion is  to  be  broken  up,  but  let  us  put  fire  and  spirit,  and  life,  and 
thought,  and  hope,  into  the  whole  machinery  of  the  Indian  work, 
conserving  what  we  have  got  and  asking  the  new  President  to  keep 
that  and  give'  us  something  more  to  boot.  That  is  the  way  in 
which  the  island  reservation  shall  be  merged  in  the  general  com- 
monwealth sea  which  beats  about  it. 

Mrs.  A.  S.  QuiNTON. —  I  want  to  indorse  what  Mr.  Welsh  has 
said.  He  has  epitomized  the  sentiment  and  work  of  the  Indian 
Rights  Association.  Just  that  spirit  and  line  of  work  has  been  that 
of  the  Women's  National  Indian  Association.  Because  we  were 
women  some  have  thought  that  we  must  be  sentimental.  When  we 
sent  our  petition  asking  for  land  in  severalty,  for  education  and  for 
citizenship  for  the  Indians,  in  1881,  we  did  it  with  the  object  of  de- 
stroying the  reservation  system.  That  was  the  impulse  and  prayer 
under  it  all, —  to  destroy  the  system  by  giving  individual  property 
and  the  individual  holding  of  land  to  the  individual.  You  remem- 
ber that  measure  did  not  become  law  until  1887.  The  idea  is  now 
with  all  workers  for  Indians  that  the  reservation  should  be  de- 
stroyed, root  and  branch,  at  the  first  safe  moment.  I  believe  that 
it  could  be  done  in  a  few  years ;  sometimes  I  have  thought  in  three, 
sometimes  in  five ;  but  I  do  believe  it  could  safely  come  soon  if  the 
constant  change  of  agents  among  Indians  could  be  avoided. 

We  rejoice  unspeakably  in  the  harmony  of  the  views  of  all  friends 
of  the  Indians.  It  does  not  always  look  harmonious  as  to  methods, 
but  the  ideal  toward  which  all  move  is  the  same.  All  believe  that 
the  Indian  is  a  man ;  and  our  work  is  all  in  the  line  of  helping  him 
to  cease  being  an  Indian  that  he  may  become  wholly  a  man.  The 
work  of  our  Association  in  every  part  of  the  country  from  Maine  to 
Florida  has  been  on  this  line. 

We  have  not  done  much  school  work  as  an  Association,  because 
we  believed  the  government  could  and  would  do  that,  but  we  have 
done  some  in  destitute  places.  One  of  our  schools  we  have  just 
turned  over  to  the  government  because  it  had  outgrown  our  financial 
ability.  It  had  forty-one  boarding  and  forty  day  scholars  now 
costing  $4,000  a  year.  Its  work  goes  on  under  the  same  super- 
intendent ;  and  it  is,  as  before,  a  Christian  school,  and  it  teaches 
citizenship  as  well  as  industries,  and  is  doing  just  such  work  as  you  ' 
have  here  heard  about  from  the  missionaries,  the  churches,  and  the 
industrial  schools.  It  is  doing  the  same  kind  of  work  that  is  done  in 
the  schools  in  the  East :  as,  for  instance,  in  that  noble  institution  at 
Carlisle.  Not  on  so  grand  a  scale,  of  course,  not  with  so  grand  and 
broad  a  success,  but  on  the  same  lines,  because  the  grace  of  God  is 
everywhere  in  the  hearts  of  Christian  teachers,  and  the  work  of  his 
children  meets  everywhere  like  results.     We  here  are  all  working 
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toward  the  same  ends  and  with  the  motive  of  doing  away  with  the 
reservation  system  at  the  first  possible  safe  moment,  in  order  that 
all  Indians  may,  as  soon  as  possible,  become  United  States  citizens 
and  Christian  citizens. 

Mr.  Alfred  Hardy. —  The  school  at  Fort  Defiance  never  suc- 
ceeded because  of  continual  strife  between  different  factions  on  the 
reservation,  between  the  agency  employees  and  those  connected  with 
the  school.  This  will  continue  in  my  opinion  as  long  as  the  agency 
remains  where  the  school  is.  The  character  of  those  about  the 
agency  does  not  improve  the  tone  of  the  school.  The  men  are  often 
profane  and  loose  in  the  presence  of  children,  and  it  is  almost  impos- 
sible to  keep  the  children  from  loitering  around  those  places  where 
they  hear  the  sort  of  talk  that  you  would  be  ashamed  to  have  your 
children  listen  to.  It  is  my  hope  that  in  the  future  the  government 
will  remove  the  agency  to  another  part  of  the  reservation.  There  is 
a  place  about  fifteen  miles  north  where  it  will  be  more  central  for  the 
people.  It  will  necessitate  drawing  supplies  fifty-five  miles  instead 
of  thirty,  but  it  will  get  the  children  out  from  under  the  influence  of 
bad  surroundings.  As  to  agents,  I  believe  that  the  Indians  have 
more  respect  for  the  missionary  men  than  for  the  civilians,  but  I  be- 
lieve it  requires  a  man  of  the  best  capabilities  and  of  high  moral 
principle  and  sterling  qualities  in  every  way  to  be  an  agent  on  that 
large  reservation,  which  is  as  large  as  Massachusetts  and  Connecti- 
cut together.  It  includes  the  Moqui  reservation,  which  is  ninety 
miles  to  the  west.  The  government  allows  the  agent  but  one  clerk, 
which  requires  the  agent  to  be  on  duty  almost  continually,  and  he 
has  no  chance  to  get  out  on  the  reservation  and  study  the  different 
camps  and  know  the  conditions  of  the  people  or  what  is  best  to  do  for 
them.  He  has  to  be  at  his  desk  from  morning  till  night  and  some- 
times till  ten  or  eleven  at  night.  The  best  people  that  he  has  to 
help  so  far  as  the  education  of  the  people  is  concerned  are  the  field 
matrons.  The  field  matron  is  an  excellent  adviser  and  counsellor. 
The  field  matron  is  the  right  hand  of  the  agent.  She  it  is  who 
understands  the  condition  of  every  location  within  fifty  miles,  and 
she  will  take  ten  times  as  much  interest  in  it,  and  will  make  twice  as 
much  effort  to  find  the  best  conditions  as  any  farmer  will.  I  believe 
she  will  teach  more  farming,  too. 

I  should  like  to  say  a  word  in  regard  to  the  distribution  of  tools 
and  instruments.  I  hoped  that  Commissioner  Browning  would  allow 
the  agent  through  the  field  matron  to  distribute  to  the  people  in  her 
immediate  vicinity  the  necessary  tools  that  were  needed  by  those 
people.  He  said  it  could  not  be  done  because  the  field  matron  is 
not  a  disbursing  agent.  She  was  well  qualified  to  distribute  them, 
and  could  have  done  it  at  a  saving  to  the  government.  They  are 
doled  out  helter-skelter,  some  getting  what  they  do  not  need  and 
others  fail  to  get  what  they  do  need. 

Rev.  Mr.  Turner. —  I  spent  eight  weeks  with  the  Indians  this 
year,  visiting  some  of  the  north-western  tribes,  the  Oneidas,  Santees, 
Winnebagoes,  Omahas,  Crow  Creeks,  and  others.  I  came  back 
very  much  encouraged  by  what  I  saw.     It  is  true  there  was  much 
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that  I  wished  had  been  different ;  but  many  of  the  things  that  1  saw 
that  were  wrong  were  not  always  the  fault  of  the  Indian. 

I  was  encouraged  by  the  work  that  the  government  schools  are 
doing  on  the  reservations.  There  has  been  great  improvement  in 
the  past  few  years.  There  are  better  buildings,  and  they  are  better 
equipped ;  there  are  better  teachers,  and  the  system  of  teaching  in 
most  of  the  schools  I  have  visited  emphasizes  the  importance  of  the 
use  of  the  best  methods.  The  parents  are  now  glad  to  bring  their 
children  to  the  school.  There  was  a  time  —  and  not  very  long  ago 
—  when  the  agent,  in  order  to  get  the  children  into  school,  was 
obliged  to  withhold  the  rations  from  the  family.  That  is  no  longer 
necessary.  For  not  only  are-  the  children  brought  promptly  on  the 
opening  day,  but  the  Indian  is  taking  a  pride  in  his  reservation 
school  and  its  improvement,  and  at  the  same  time  appreciating  more 
what  it  means  to  send  his  children  to  such  advanced  schools  as  Car- 
lisle and  Hampton.  I  was  glad  to  find  in  one  of  the  schools  a  large 
dairy  which  is  managed  and  worked  entirely  by  the  Indian  girls, 
who  are  taught  to  make  butter  and  cheese,  and  to  take  the  proper 
care  of  the  milk  and  the  cream.  No  machinery  is  used,  so  that 
when  they  go  back  to  their  own  homes,  they  can  do  just  what  they 
did  at  the  school.  The  good  results  are  already  seen.  Some  of  the 
homes  have  their  own  dairies  and  are  making  their  own  butter. 
This  means  a  great  advance. 

At  Crow  Creek  I  saw  that  the  Indians  were  making  eflforts  to 
support  themselves.  The  government  has  built  a  large  flour-mill 
there,  equipped  with  modern  machinery.  The  agent,  Dr.  Fred 
Treon,  promised  the  Indians  that  if  they  would  cultivate  their  acres 
and  raise  wheat,  he  would  buy  it  of  them  at  a  good  price,  grind  it 
at  the  mill,  and  issue  it  back  to  them  in  flour  instead  of  purchasing 
the  flour  from  outside.  This  has  greatly  encouraged  them  to  till 
their  land.  This  year  the  agent  has  bought  7,000  bushels  of 
threshed  wheat  from  them,  paying  them  fifty  cents  a  bushel.  They 
are  invited  to  visit  the  mill  and  examine  the  process  by  which  the 
wheat  becomes  flour.  The  agent  also  told  them  that  if  they  would 
raise  cattle  he  would  buy  them :  and  this  year  he  will  purchase  100,- 
000  pounds  of  beef  from  the  Indians,  paying  them  in  cash.  Now 
what  do  the  Indians  do  with  this  money  .^  Many  of  them  are  using 
it  in  the  improvement  of  their  homes,  in  buying  farming  implements 
that  the  government  does  not  supply,  in  providing  their  wives  vrith 
sewing-machines.  Some  have  bank  accounts.  When  you  can  get 
an  Indian  to  be  thrifty,  industrious,  economical,  and  saving,  you 
have  done  a  great  deal  for  him. 

This  is  a  reservation  where  the  ration  system  is  continued.  It 
seems  to  me  that  what  the  Crow  Creek  Indians  need  is  to  have  this 
ration  system  given  up.  If  not  all  at  once,  then  a  part  each  year,  till 
they  are  rid  of  it.  Many  of  them  have  shown  that  they  are  able  to 
take  care  of  themselves,  and  others  are  equally  able.  Give  them  a 
few  more  cattle,  fence  the  reservation  so  that  the  cattle  will  not  stray 
away,  and  the  Indians  will  not  need  our  flour  or  our  beef,  and  their 
manhood  will  be  the  better  developed. 
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Among  the  Winnebagoes  I  saw  much  to  make  me  sad.  The  chief 
purpose  in  all  education  is  to  make  true  men  and  women.  The  head 
and  hand  cannot  be  educated  at  th^  expense  of  the  heart.  Char- 
acter building  is  the  supreme  thing.  The  Winnebagoes  need  heart 
culture.  Not  long  ago  the.Omahas  were  among  the  most  advanced 
Indians.  They  were  pointed  out  by  the  friends  of  the  Indian  as 
those  who  gave  us  the  most  encouragement.  But  to-day  it  is  not  so. 
When  they  were  in  this  hopeful  condition,  missionary  work  was  in 
full  force  there ;  but  they  began  to  decline  just  as  soon  as  the  mis- 
sionary work  \yas  withdrawn.  While  I  appreciate  the  good  work 
accomplished  in  the  reservation  schools,  and  what  the  government  is 
doing  through  its  officials  in  the  interest  of  the  Indian,  yet  I  believe 
that  the  progress  of  the  Indian  is  largely  due  to  the  indefatigable 
labors  of  the  men  and  women  who  have  gone  out  there  to  establish 
the  kingdom  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

I  cannot  tell  you  how  I  have  been  impressed  by  the  returned 
students,  who  have  come  from  schools  where  Christianity  has  an 
important  place  in  the  life  of  the  pupil.  Those  of  us  who  visit  the 
reservations  and  see  things  just  as  they  are,  must  admit  that  there  is 
a  painful  element  of  truth  in  the  charge  made  of  returned  students 
going  back  to  the  blanket, —  which  generally  means  the  vices  of  the 
white  man, —  and  yet  I  have  found  that  very  few  of  them  were  Chris- 
tians. These  young  Christian  returned  students  are  almost  invari- 
ably lights  in  the  community  and  in  the  household.  They  are  in 
sympathy  with  the  missionary  and  his  work,  and  are  always  ready  to 
aid  the  agent  and  school  superintendent  in  furthering  any  good  work. 
They  are  willing  to  talk  with  you  and  to  act  as  interpreters.  They 
stand  ready  to  receive  and  help  the  students  who  are  returning. 

Christianity  brings  ideas  to  the  Indian  that  the  school  cannot, 
though  the  school  may  be  Christian.  This  is  seen  particularly  in  the 
treatment  the  wife  receives  from  the  husband.  She  assumes  a  new 
place  and  new  duties. 

The  Indian  is  a  proud  man.  This  is  a  noble  quality.  But  when 
it  is  not  properly  trained  and  governed,  it  makes  him  a  selfish  man. 
The  unchristianized  Indian  needs  instruction  in  humility  and  self- 
sacrifice.  He  has  not  learned  the  meaning  of  "Bear  ye  one 
another's  burdens."  He  thinks  too  much  about  himself;  and  one 
who  thinks  of  himself  only,  soon  forgets  principles  of  righteousness 
and  loving  kindness.  Teach  him  that  there  is  something  better  to 
think  of  than  himself,  something  better  to  live  for.  Teach  him  to 
live  for  God,  and  to  guide  his  life  by  the  law  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  his 
advancement  is  assured. 

Miss  Collins. —  Our  Indians  are  perfectly  capable  of  raising  a 
large  amount  of  the  cattle  killed  for  beef  and  issued  to  them ;  but 
the  Great  Father  in  Washington  does  not  think  they  are  capable  of 
killing  them,  so  the  cattle  have  to  be  driven  a  long  distance  to  be 
killed  and  dragged  about  over  the  dirty  ground,  and  then  hauled 
back  to  their  homes.  This  is  the  work  of  the  government  which 
helps  to  keep  them  like  little  children.  If  an  Indian  can  raise  beef, 
he  ought  to  be  intelligent  enough  to  butcher  it  at  hopie.     Let  the 
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cattle  be  issued  once  in  three  months  on  foot,  and  let  each  man  be 
responsible  for  his  own  beef.  The  Indians  are  now  far  enough 
advanced  to  take  this  responsibility,  and  they  would  be  kept  at  home 
by  this  means,  instead  of  staying  around  the  agencies,  which  is  now 
most  demoralizing. 

Mrs.  Clinton  B.  Fisk. —  Chaplain  Turner  recalled  to  my  mind  a 
question  which  is  asked  me  Often  by  the  members  of  the  Woman's 
Home  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  church,  whose  servant  I 
am,  "  Which  would  you  do,  educate  or  Christianize  first  ?  *'  My  reply 
invariably  has  been,  let  them  go  hand  in  hand.  I  never  turn  my 
feet  toward  this  mount  of  generous  hospitality  and  of  the  wdest 
justice  to  the  down-trodden,  but  I  wish  that  I  might  be  able  to  say 
to  you  what  the  women  of  my  society  are  trying  to  do  for  the 
Indians.  But  they  are  trying  to  do  their  duty  as  in  the  sight  of 
God.  And  they  are  not  only  doing  their  duty  by  the  Indians,  but  by 
other  down-trodden  people.  An  allusion  has  been  made  to  the  way 
that  the  Fourth  of  July  was  spent  among  Miss  Collinses  Indians. 
Our  missionary  women  in  New  York  spent  the  Fourth  of  July  in 
superintending  the  actual  scrubbing  of  the  bodies  of  the  Polish 
women  and  children  who  were  held  at  Ellis  Island.  I  feel  that  I  am 
only  their  steward  ;  but  I  pledge  to  you  my  own  fidelity  in  missionary 
work,  and  the  fidelity  of  the  Methodist  wom^n  who  honor  me  with 
their  chairmanship. 

Judge  Charles  B.  Howry,  Assistant  Attorney-General. —  My  es- 
timate of  the  value  of  the  noble  work  of  this  Association  is  so  great 
I  will  respond  to  the  invitation  to  offer  to  you  a  few  suggestions 
which  I  think  may  be  of  service  respecting  the  protection  of  Indian 
funds.  My  connection  with  the  care  of  these  funds  is  official,  and 
began  three  years  ago  under  a  law  that  threatened  the  complete 
destruction  of  the  funds  of  some  of  the  Indian  tribes  and  the  serious 
impairment  of  the  funds  of  nearly  all  of  the  tribes,  including  the 
civilized  nations  of  the  Indian  Territory.  This  law  provided  for  the 
payment  of  the  depredations  of  Indians  upon  the  property  of  white 
men,  and  is  known  as  the  Indian  Depredation  Law.  In  its  incep- 
tion it  was  unjust  in  that  it  was  not  reciprocal  in  its  operation. 
As  intended  originally  for  passage  the  bills  introduced  in  Congress 
contemplated  that,  for  all  acts  of  spoliation  upon  the  prop>erty  of 
the  individual  citizen  by  the  Indian  and  the  individual  Indian  by 
our  citizens,  that  suit  might  be  brought  against  the  Indian  tribes 
and  the  United  States  for  the  depredations  of  the  Indians,  and 
suit  might  also  be  brought  in  favor  of  the  tribes  against  the  United 
States  for  the  depredations  of  white  people.  This  scheme  was  not 
carried  to  final  passage.  After  a  most  interesting  debate  in  the 
Senate,  participated  in  particularly  by  the  New  England  Senators, 
that  clause  of  the  bill  providing  for  the  payment  of  the  Indians 
for  the  depredations  of  white  men  was  dropped;  and  the  bill,  as 
finally  passed,  provided  for  the  payment  to  citizens  of  the  United 
States  for  all  acts  of  spoliation  upon  property  committed  by  Indians 
after  an  adjudication  by  the  Court  of  Claims  on  suits  authorized  to 
be  brought  by  the  act  of  Congress. 
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After  the  passage  of  this  law,  nearly  ii,ooo  suits,  aggregating  in 
round  numbers  $44,000,000,  were  claimed  from  the  Indian  funds. 
The  great  question  immediately  arose  whether  Indian  tribes  were 
liable  for  what  individual  members  of  the  tribes  or  bands  had  taken 
or  destroyed  in  time  of  war,  and  whether  the  law  merely  contem- 
plated provision  for  payment  for  the  trespasses,  robberies,  and  thefts 
of  individual  Indians  in  times  of  peace.  This  question  has  been  in 
the  courts  for  several  years.  Innumerable  side  issues  have  sprung 
up  along  the  lines  independent  of  these  vital  considerations.  Many 
technical  questions  have  also  arisen ;  but  it  affords  me  pleasure  to 
say  that  since  last  winter,  after  litigation  participated  in  by  several 
thousand  claimants,  the  results  have  finally  been  determined  in  the 
Supreme  Court  sustaining  the  views  of  the  Department  of  Justice, 
thus  disposing  of  probably  5,000  of  the  claims  against  the  Indians, 
aggregating  perhaps  $22,000,000.  The  Supreme  Court,  Justice 
Brewer  delivering  the  opinions,  decided  that  the  Depredation  Act 
of  Congress  meant  only  the  trespasses,  robberies,  and  thefts  of 
individual  Indians,  and  did  not  apply  to  acts  of  taking  and  destruc- 
tion in  time  of  Indian  hostilities.  So  far  so  good.  But  amendments 
are  now  pending  to  this  law,  intended  to  evade  the  decisions  of  the 
Supreme  Court  in  the  test  cases  which  have  settled  the  meaning  of 
Congress.  It  may  well  be  understood  that,  in  the  pressure  for  judg- 
ment in  so  many  cases,  I  have  necessarily  been  obliged  to  be  like  the 
Irishman  .at  the  Donnybrook  Fair, —  ready  to  hit  anything  in  sight ; 
and  so  much  so  that  a  distinguished  Senator,  in  a  spirit  of  friendly 
interest,  once  informed  me  that  if  I  undertook  the  defence  of  depre- 
dation claims,  and  pursued  the  policy  that  I  had  mapped  out  in  their 
defence,  a  conspiracy  would  rise  up  to  break  me  down.  I  am  still 
here>  however ;  nor  have  I  been  broken  down  for  merely  discharging 
public  duty  according  to  law. 

I  am  an  executive  official,  and,  therefore,  not  in  position  to  offer 
advice  to  Congress.  But  I  think  I  can  with  propriety  tender  some 
suggestions  to  this  Association  which  may  be  of  value  respecting  the 
protection  due  to  the  annuities  of  the  Indians. 

In  the  first  place,  the  law,  as  I  have  stated,  is  partial  in  its  opera- 
tion. In  the  second  place,  it  is  a  law  that  admits  of  great  imposi- 
tion in  the  provision  for  the  payment  of  stale  claims  growing  out  of 
transactions  occurring  many  years  ago.  Without  entering  into  par- 
ticulars as  to  the  vigilance  to  be  applied  to  the  defence  of  claims  so 
old,  I  may  state  that  upon  one  occasion  I  happened  to  have  my 
morning  correspondence  before  the  House  Appropriations  Commit- 
tee, which  brought  me  information  that  an  assistant  in  California 
reported  that  he  had  taken  a  stage  ride  150  miles  to  ascertain  facts 
with  reference  to  a  little  claim  for  $2,100,  with  the  result  that  he  had 
scaled  the  amount  to  $600,  and  along  with  the  same  mail  brought  me 
another  report  upon  a  claim  which  probably  disposed  of  a  demand 
for  $60,000.  These  instances  of  imposition,  however,  ought  not  to 
affect  the  speedy  determination  and  pa)rment  of  just  claims  for  the 
depredations  of  Indians;  for  there  are  undoubtedly  many  claims 
essentially  just  and  proper  under  the  law  as  it  has  been  construed. 
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and  I  have  earnestly  endeavored  to  arrive  at  the  truth  in  each  case 
as  it  has  arisen,  and  acted  accordingly.  But  the  United  States 
should  furnish  means  enough  to  put  competent  workers  in  the  field 
for  the  purpose  of  examining  every  claim  on  the  spot.  More  time 
and  means  should  be  used  to  investigate  for  the  defence.  If  this 
association  will  give  its  attention  to  the  legislation  of  Congress 
which  threatens  the  integrity  of  Indian  funds  for  depredations 
occurring  from  twenty  to  fifty  years  ago,  such  attention  may  do  the 
Indian  tribes  much  practical  service.  Undoubtedly  there  has  been, 
and  will  continue  to  be,  criticism  against  the  Department  of  Justice 
for  the  vigorous  defence  of  these  claims,  and  I  am  not  unaware  that 
I  am  under  constant  criticism  on  this  account ;  but  when  I  leave  this 
field  I  hope  to  leave  behind  me  at  least  something  useful  to  people 
who  have  none  to  defend  their  rights  but  those  assigned  to  this  duty 
by  the  government. 

Bishop  Whipple. —  I  am  glad  to  have  a  chance  to  perform  a  duty 
that  I  should  like  to  have  performed  years  ago.  The  person  whom 
I  have  in  mind  was  one  whom  I  dearly  loved,  one  not  of  the  Episco- 
pal Church.  At  the  time  that  General  Grant  divided  the  Indian 
agencies  between  the  different  religious  bodies,  as  we  had  the  only 
mission  among  the  Ojibways  I  naturally  expected  that  we 
should  have  the  appointment  of  an  agent.  I  was  informed,  how- 
ever, from  Washington  that  the  American  Missionary  Association 
had  asked  that  they  might  have  the  agency  of  Minnesota.  When 
President  Grant  sent  me  that  word,  I  said,  **  I  am  perfectly  content 
to  give  up  our  claim."  They  appointed  Rev.  E.  P.  Smith.  Natu- 
rally, being  of  another  communion,  I  watched  him ;  and  I  know  more 
of  his  administration  of  Indian  affairs  than  of  any  Indian  agent  in 
the  United  States.  If  there  ever  was  a  faithful,  devout,  earnest 
disciple  of  Christ,  it  was  E.  P.  Smith.  Accusations  were  brought 
against  him  and  I  defended  him.  When  persons  suggested  that  I 
had  better  not  put  my  head  in  chancery  I  said  I  should  be  ashamed 
of  my  manhood  if  I  hesitated  a  hair's  breadth  to  defend  a  Christian 
man  of  another  communion  because  it  might  bring  me  into  trouble. 
I  was  in  Baltimore,  something  of  an  invalid,  when  all  these  accumu- 
lated troubles  were  heaped  on  the  head  of  E.  P.  Smith.  I  tele- 
graphed him  that  I  would  go  to  Washington  to  see  him  and  say  good- 
by,  but  I  was  not  well.  Upon  that  he  came  over  to  see  me.  As  he 
entered  the  room  he  threw  his  arms  round  my  neck  and  kissed  me 
and  said,  **  Bishop,  till  God  calls  me  home  I  will  pray  God  to  bless 
you  because  you  have  defended  me  against  false  accusations.  They 
have  stolen  my  character  and  I  shall  die  with  a  broken  heart."  He 
went  to  my  uncle.  Rev.  George  Whipple,  and  said,  "  I  have  been 
falsely  accused  of  that  of  which  I  was  not  guilty ;  give  me  something 
to  do."  And  my  uncle  said,  "The  only  work  we  have  at  this  time  is 
to  send  a  special  agent  to  Africa."  And  he  went  there  and  died  of 
the  fever.  As  there  are  those  here  who  loved  him,  and  as  a  cloud 
has  rested  over  that  name,  I  tell  you  here  in  the  sight  of  God 
that  I  honestly  believe  that  a  truer,  more  faithful  servant  of  the  Ind- 
ian was  never  employed  in  this  country.  I  am  glad  at  this  time  to 
bear  my  testimony  to  one  who  has  gone  to  the  other  home. 
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I  wish  to  say  one  word  more.  My  good  friend,  whom  I  love  as 
a  brother, —  and  thank  God  that  there  is  a  Herbert  Welsh  to  fight 
these  battles, —  has  spoken  with  reference  to  the  appointment  of 
agents.  From  my  own  experience  I  can  say  that  personal  appeals 
to  the  President  are  the  best  ways  in  which  you  can  secure  what  you 
want  in  this  matter. 

Adjourned  at  1.25  p.m. 


iFourtti  &tMion. 

Thursday  Night,  October  15. 


The  Conference  was  called  to  order  at  eight  o'clock  by  Mr.  Smi- 
ley in  the  absence  of  Dr.  Gates,  who  had  to  leave.  On  motion  of 
Mr.  Smiley,  Mr.  Philip  C.  Garrett  was  elected  president  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  Conference. 

The  subject  of  the  evening,  Education,  was  then  taken  up,  and 
a  summary  of  the  forthcoming  report  of  Superintendent  Hailmann, 
an  advance  copy  of  which  had  been  sent  to  the  Conference,  was 
given  by  Mr.  Welsh.  As  the  report  can  be  had  in  full  by  applying 
to  Dr.  Hailmann,  the  abstract  is  here  omitted. 

Mr.  Smiley  said  that  he  hoped  some  effort  would  be  made  to 
secure  the  reappointment  of  Dr.  Hailmann. 

Miss  Scoville  was  introduced  as  the  grand-daughter  of  Henry  Ward 
Beecher,  and  was  asked  to  speak  ten  minutes. 

Miss  Scoville. —  I, am  sure  all  the  teachers  who  attended  the 
Conventions  this  summer  would  indorse  all  that  has  been  said  of 
Dr.  Hailmann.  His  work  was  broad  and  strong,  and  each  one  of 
us  felt  that  we  had  received  individual  help  in  our  work. 

This  is  my  first  Mohonk  Conference,  and  I  came  to  listen,  not  to 
talk;  yet,  when  your  chairman  asked  me  to  tell  you  something 
about  my  summer  among  the  Indians,  I  thought  I  had  something  to 
say.  But  I  have  learned,  as  I  listened,  that  all  that  I  have  learned 
this  summer  you  have  learned  long  before. 

There  is  only  one  thing  that  I  fAin^  I  can  tell  you  something  new 
about,  and  that  is  those  Sac  houses  Mr.  Leupp  mentioned.  I 
thought  of  them  when  one  of  the  speakers  yesterday  said  that  often 
when  we  are  discouraged  it  was  because  our  own  plans  were  failures, 
and  we  should  remember  that  they  are  of  no  importance  save  as 
they  build  character.  I  believe  that  those  houses  stand  for  char- 
acter.    Let  me  tell  you  the  story  as  I  learned  it  on  the  reservation. 

After  the  Black  Hawk  War  the  Sacs  were  removed  into  Kansas. 
And  one  party,  called  the  progressive  party,  stood  for  the  white 
man's  plans ;  and  the  non-progressive  party,  the  Foxes,  as  they  were 
called,  stood  for  the  old  way  and  claimed  that  from  the  white  men 
they  got  nothing  but  vice, —  that  to  be  a  white  man's  Indian  was  to 
be  a  bad  Indian,  and  to  be  a  good  man  was  to  follow  the  Indian 
way.  That  was  the  worst  period  of  our  Indian  policy,  and  they 
were  right  in  their  opinion.  They  left  the  tribe,  purchased  the 
land  in  Iowa  with  their  own  n;toney,  and  went  there  to  be  good 
Indians.  They  rejected  the  white  man's  house,  the  white  man's 
dress,  the  white  man's  civilization,  the  white  man's  God,  and  the 
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white  man's  vices.  How  have  they  succeeded  ?  They  have  lived 
surrounded  by  white  people,  but  they  have  lived  as  Indians.  They 
have  supported  themselves,  receiving  but  little  money  from  the 
government ;  they  have  lived  carefully,  and  have  worked  hard  in 
their  way,  making  mats  and  baskets,  weaving,  and  working  in  silver. 
To-day  there  is  one  white  house,  and  that  is  a  log  house  that  was 
built  by  the  government  for  the  interpreter.  For  twelve  years 
there  has  been  a  mission  among  them,  but  there  is  not  one  Chris- 
tian on  the  reservation.  Why  ?  It  is  the  policy  of  that  mission 
—  so  one  of  the  gentlemen  told  me — not  to  learn  Sac  because 
it  encourages  the  people  not  to  learn  English.  But  English  these 
people  have  rejected,  and  therefore  they  have  no  gospel.  Their 
houses,  which  they  have  been  forced  to  build  of  boards,  they  build 
as  high  as  the  gables ;  but,  rather  than  make  white  man's  houses, 
they  make  the  gable-ends  in  the  old  way  of  mats  and  bark.  It  was 
not  because  it  was  too  hard  work  to  make  them  of  boards.  They 
are  willing  to  work,  but  they  are  not  willing  to  imitate  the  white 
man.  And  they  have  rejected  the  white  man's  vices  that  they  said 
they  would  reject.  It  has  been  said  that  because  they  are  sur- 
rounded by  good  whites  there  was  no  liquor.  They  have  had  good 
agents ;  but  the  white  men  told  me  that  these  Indians  themselves 
give  up  to  the  law  any  man  who  sells  liquor  on  the  reservation. 
The  family  relation  is  preserved.  They  boast  that  there  is  not  a 
half-breed  under  fifty  years  of  age  in  the  band.  They  earn  their 
living  as  Indians;  they  dress  as  Indians;  they  speak  as  Indians. 
As  Indians  they  stand  and  hope  to  die.  One  of  the  greatest  Indian 
workers  said  to  me  that  the  Tama  Sac  Reserve  was  the  most  dis- 
couraging spot  on  the  face  of  this  earth.  It  is  discouraging,  but  can 
we  not  utilize  the  character  that  is  held  there?  Is  it  discouraging  to 
find  that  the  Indian  has  the  character  to  stand  that  way  .^  Cannot 
we  use  that  character  for  civilization  and  religion  ? 

Dr.  James  M.  King. —  It  has  taken  many  years  to  discover  that 
the  same  process  by  which  you  can  convert  an  Italian  or  a  Scandi- 
navian, or  any  immigrant  who  has  come  from  a  monarchical  form  of 
government,  into  safe  citizenship  must  be  applied  in  preparing  these 
natives  for  loyal  citizenship.  The  only  power  that  will  transmute 
the  dangerously  heterogeneous  elements  of  our  population  into  a 
safely  homogeneous  citizenship,  is  the  free  common-school  system 
of  education.  I  believe  this  to  be  true  so  far  as  elementary  educa- 
tion is  concerned,  and  I  believe  we  are  learning  the  lesson  that 
under  the  leadership  of  Christian  men  and  women  the  instruction 
which  we  give  to  our  common  citizenship  in  the  government  schools 
is  accomplishing  this  end.  Apply  the  same  methods  to  make  a 
good  citizen  of  the  Indian  that  you  apply  to  make  a  good  citizen  out 
of  your  own  child  and  you  will  be  successful.  Instruct  the  head 
with  proper  intellectual  teaching  and  instruct  the  heart  with  the 
teaching  of  the  Nazarene,  and  you  have  solved  the  Indian  problem. 

Secretary  C.  J.  Ryder. —  The  first  time  I  went  out  to  the  Indian 
Territory  I  saw  a  man  so  peculiar  in  his  dress  that  I  should  like  to 
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put  him  before  you.  He  was  typical  of  the  condition.  He  had  on 
buckskin  moccasins  with  ornaments  of  beading  and  buckskin  leg- 
gins.  Round  his  tall  figure  was  a  close-buttoned  Prince  Albert 
coat  which  had  shiny  seams,  like  a  minister's  coat.  There  were 
holes  in  his  hat  and  he  had  eagle  feathers  in  one  of  the  holes.  He 
talked  down  the  street  with  great  dignity  and  I  saw  him  plunge 
into  an  open  door  of  —  a  Christian  minister's  house?  No.  Into 
a  public  school  ?  No.  Into  the  open  door  of  a  saloon.  In  that  Ind- 
ian nation  which  we  were  trying  to  bring  out  of  barbarism  there  had 
been  planted  this  institution  of  hell  and  over  it  floated  the  stars  and 
stripes.  I  was  once  abroad  when  I  saw  the  dear  old  flag  fluttering, 
and  I  went  across  the  street  and  stood  under  its  shadow.  How 
much  it  meant  to  me  in  that  foreign  nation !  And  the  memory  of 
the  days  of  the  war  came  to  me  and  my  heart  filled  and  my  eyes. 
But  I  confess  to  you,  Christian  friends,  that  when  I  saw  the  flag 
indorsing  and  permitting  that  awful  iniquity  in  the  Indian  Territory 
I  was  almost  ashamed  that  that  flag  was  my  flag. 

In  the  first  place,  we  must  save  the  Indian  from  the  evil  influence 
of  wicked  white  men.  This  is  so  self-evident  and  has  been  said  so 
many  times  that  it  has  become  commonplace,  and  yet  it  is  the  nub 
of  the  whole  question.  After  I  had  made  a  visit  to  several  Indian 
reservations  some  months  ago  I  was  walking  down  the  streets  of 
Boston  and  met  one  of  the  editors  of  the  Advertiser.  He  said  to 
me,  "  How  is  Mr.  Low  getting  on  ? "  I  answered,  "  Mr.  Low  would 
get  on  a  good  deal  better  if  Mr.  High  would  let  him  alone."  The 
protection  of  the  Indian  from  systematic  outrages  perpetrated  by 
the  government  through  corrupt  agents  is  increasingly  effective. 
The  failure  still,  however,  to  get  decent  legislation  to  keep  him  from 
the  encroachment  permitted  under  our  white  man's  government  is 
gross  and  startling. 

I  was  in  Washington  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Indian 
Commissioners,  and  I  cannot  get  the  impression  out  of  my  mind  that 
was  made  on  it  when  there  came  from  the  Ponca  Agency  that  aged 
Indian,  La  Flesche.  He  stood  there  and  pleaded  that  Congress 
should  pass  the  bill  to  prevent  the  sale  of  liquor  to  his  people.  I 
remember  his  opening  sentence  :  "  I  am  an  Indian,  but  I  am  also  a 
man.  Firewater  corrupts  and  degrades  me,  not  because  I  am  an 
Indian,  but  because  I  am  a  man."  It  was  a  disgrace  to  us  that  that 
bill  was  not  passed. 

In  order  to  bring  the  Indian  into  civilization  we  must  civilize  Con- 
gress and  the  whiie  men  who  come  in  contact  with  him. 

But,  again,  we  must  remember  also  that  the  Indian  is  an  important 
factor  in  the  Indian  problem.  He  will  never  become  a  white  man, 
and  it  may  be  better  that  he  never  should.  The  racial  peculiari- 
ties of  the  Scotch,  the  Irish,  and  the  English  are  distinct  and  defi- 
nite. Each  retains  his  own  peculiarities  when  he  becomes  a  part  of 
our  body  politic.  This  is  not  weakness,  but  strength,  political  and 
sociological.  The  same  is  true  with  the  Indian.  He  must  be 
treated  physically,  mentally,  and  morally  as  an  Indian  if  we  would 
better  his  condition.     I  have  been  much  interested  in  studying  cer- 
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tain  psychological  facts  and  questions  concerning  the  Indian. 
What  is  the  content  of  the  Indian  mind?  What  does  the  Indian 
child  bring  to  the  school  before  he  begins  the  study  of  books? 
What  has  the  Indian  learned  as  a  race  during  his  wild  and  wander- 
ing life  ? 

It  seems  to  me  in  the  first  place  the  Indian  must  be  to  some 
extent  a  logician.  The  logical  faculty  may  be  assumed.  As  a  race 
he  has  been  reasoning  all  his  life  from  effect  to  cause.  When  hunt- 
ing, or  on  the  war  path,  he  must  determine  from  the  footprints  of 
the  animals  or  men  certain  facts  concerning  those  that  made  them. 
Is  this  moccasin  print  in  the  sand  of  the  river  that  of  a  friend  or  an 
enemy  ?  Which  way  was  he  going, —  to  an  attack,  or  was  he  fleeing  ? 
This  has  been  a  constant  process  in  the  mind  of  the  Indian  during 
centuries.  We  can  assume,  then,  that  the  logical  faculty,  at  least 
in  embryo,  exists  in  the  Indian's  mind. 

When  I  was  at  Oahe  the  last  time,  a  young  lady  was  to  go  to  the 
East  (an  Indian  girl),  and  it  seemed  to  us  that  it  would  be  well  to 
have  her  recite  an  address  which  she  proposed  to  give  in  the  East. 
So  she  stood  in  the  little  chapel  before  us,  and  her  opening  sen- 
tence was  not  unlike  that  of  the  Indian  in  Washington,  "  I  am  an 
Indian  and  I  am  a  Christian."  In  dealing  with  these  people  and 
in  providing  them  a  system  of  education  we  must  recognize  that  they 
are  Indians,  and  we  must  do  all  possible  to  develop  that  already 
possessed  by  the  Indian  mind. 

Then,  again,  we  must  develop  and  not  crush  the  nobler  moral 
instincts  planted  by  nature  in  the  Indian  heart.  I  cannot  see  how 
it  is  possible  by  force  to  take  children  from  their  homes  without 
violating  the  love  of  the  Indian  mother's  heart.  This  is  a  natural, 
moral  instinct.  Parental  love  is  perhaps  the  highest  that  exists  in 
the  untutored  mind,  planted  by  God.  It  cannot  be  rudely  treated 
without  irreparable  loss  to  the  Indian.  The  violent  and  rough  way 
in  which  agents  and  others  have  forced  children  from  the  Indian 
tepees  and  trampled  upon  the  love  of  parents  have  not  been  civil- 
izing forces,  but  those  making  for  savagery.  Compulsory  education 
of  red  and  white  children  we  all  believe  in.  The  methods  that  I 
have  seen  adopted,  however,  in  Indian  homes  have  been  enough  to 
stir  the  blood  in  a  frozen  heart.  Our  Anglo-Saxon  race  would  have 
risen  in  armed  opposition  to  the  methods  sometimes  employed  by 
government  in  getting  children  from  Indian  homes  if  such  methods 
had  prevailed  toward  white  people.  That  this  parental  love  is  deep 
and  abiding  in  the  hearts  of  the  Indians  no  one  familiar  with  them 
can  doubt. 

A  pathetic  illustration  of  this  came  to  my  knowledge  when  I  was 
at  our  American  Missionary  Association  hospital  some  time  ago. 
A  Christian  woman  was  the  physician  there.  Among  other  patients 
was  a  little  brown  Indian  baby,  very  sick.  The  doctor  took  me  into 
the  ward  where  it  was  and  showed  me  its  condition,  and  told  me  that 
there  was  no  hope  for  the  poor  little  fellow,  that  he  was  going  to 
die.  "  But,"  she  said,  "  we  can  make  him  more  comfortable  while 
he  lives."     As  she  talked  with  me  about  this  baby,  which  was  in  her 
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arms,  1  heard  a  rustling  at  the  window,  and  there,  pressed  close  up 
against  the  panes,  were  two  brown  faces,  a  man's  and  a  woman's,  the 
parents  of  this  little  baby ;  and  it  was  their  only  child.  They  had 
brought  him  into  the  hospital  that  he  might  recover  from  his  disease, 
and  they  had  planted  their  tent  outside ;  and  there  they  had  heard 
the  moaning  of  the  baby,  and  had  come  to  see  what  was  being  done 
for  him.  It  was  their  brown  faces  that  were  looking  in.  .  The  doc- 
tor said  to  me,  "  Don't  you  think  that  when  they  see  this  baby 
tucked  away  in  its  nice  clean  bed  I  can  go  out  to  them  in  their  tepee 
and  tell  them  better  of  the  Great  Physician,  who  came  to  heal  not 
bodily  diseases  alone,  but  soul  disorders  ^  "  We  have  got  to  appeal 
to  this  natural  instinct  of  maternal  and  paternal  love,  and  not  crush 
it  out  in  dealing  with  this  great  problem. 

It  has  been  most  delightful  to  hear  from  dear  Bishop  Whipple 
during  the  sessions  of  this  Mohonk  Conference ;  and  I  have  been 
almost  converted  to  the  Episcopacy.  I  am  positive  that  the  doctrine 
of  apostolic  succession  is  true,  and  that  the  spirit  of  the  beloved 
apostle  has  breathed  itself  into  the  heart  of  our  honored  bishop. 
As  Bishop  Whipple  and  his  associate  bishop  told  of  the  work  in 
Minnesota  during  the  many  years  that  arfe  passed,  our  hearts  were 
thrilled,  as  they  always  are,  with  the  account  of  that  wonderful 
work.  The  element  in  it  that  most  impressed  me,  however,  was 
the  generosity  of  the  Indians  and  their  frequent  responses  to  ap- 
peals for  support  and  enlargement  of  the  Christian  work  among 
their  people.  And  this  accentuates  another  natural  instinct  of  the 
Indian. 

The  Indian  is  instinctively  generous.  An  Indian  woman  in  the 
old  life  would  never  keep  two  shawls.  If  she  came  into  possession 
of  more  than  one,  she  would  divide  with  her  more  needy  neighbor. 
Of  course  we  must  develop  the  desire  for  possession,  or  "land 
hunger,"  as  political  economists  call  it.  But,  in  doing  this,  we  must 
not  crush  out  this  natural  instinct  of  generosity.  It  is  to  be  directed 
in  wise  and  wholesome  channels  of  civilization  and  Christianity.  It 
is  not  to  be  annihilated.  The  occupancy  of  a  certain  amount  of 
land  in  severalty  by  one  Indian  means  the  exclusion  of  every  other 
Indian  from  the  same  holding.  This  is  contrary  to  his  tribal  in- 
stinct, and  violates  his  innate  principle  of  generosity.  Gentleness, 
deliberation,  and  great  care,  are  necessary,  or  we  shall  rob  the  Indian 
of  his  large-hearted  generosity,  and  make  him  only  a  hard,  grasping, 
selfish  money-getter,  such  as  are  all  through  our  country  among  the 
white  men,  and  a  burning  disgrace  to  our  race. 

I  am  rejoiced  to  say  that  it  is  possible  so  to  direct  this  natural 
instinct  of  benevolence  as  to  turn  it  into  wise,  and  wholesome 
channels.  Let  me  read  you  the  contributions  of  an  Indian  church 
on  the  prairie,  consisting  of  sixty-two  members.  This  is  the  contri- 
bution of  a  single  year.  The  church  is  made  up  almost  entirely  of 
Indians,  wjth  a  few  faithful  missionaries  sprinkled  in.  The  follow- 
ing is  the  record  of  their  yearly  gifts :  To  the  work  of  the  American 
Missionary  Association,  $246.07  ;  to  the  American  Board,  $76.26  ; 
to  the  Congregational  Home  Missionary  Society,  $46.42  ;  to  the  Col- 
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lege  and  Education  Society,  $15  ;  to  the  Sunday-school  and  Publish- 
ing Society,  $13.75  ;  to  the  Dakota  Native  Missionary  Society, 
$140.44;  to  Burrell  Chapel  Building,  $15.09  ;  aiding  Bazile  Church, 
$6.72  ;  making  a  total  of  $559.75.  In  addition  to  this  they  contrib- 
uted largely  to  their  own  self-support.  It  is  a  tremendous  sacrifice 
for  these  Indians,  who  never  have  a  dollar  that  they  do  not  need, 
thus  to  pour  into  the  Lord's  treasury  this  magnificent  offering. 
Professor  Frederick  B.  Riggs,  who  is  following  in  the  footsteps  of 
his  father  and  grandfather  in  his  splendid  work  at  Santee  Normal 
Training  School  and  on  the  prairie,  wrote  me  of  this  fact ;  and  it 
melted  all  our  hearts  in  the  American  Missionary  Association  office 
as  we  read  it.  This  record  shows  that  this  natural  instinct  of  gen- 
erosity need  not  be  crushed  nor  violated.  It  may  be  turned  into 
proper  channels  and  prove  of  greatest  blessing  to  the  Indians  as 
a  whole  in  their  noble  struggle  toward  Christian  civilization. 

I  sometimes  doubt  whether  army  officers,  who  naturally  look  upon 
the  Indians  as  a  "  subjugated  enemy,"  can  treat  them  with  such 
gentleness  and  patience  as  are  necessary  to  develop  these  intellect- 
ual and  moral  qualities  which  the  Indians  possess  to  the  highest  and 
best  degree.  I  have  witnessed  so  much  that  is  harsh  and  rough 
and  inconsiderate,  not  to  say  brutal,  during  the  past  twelve  years 
that  I  have  doubted  whether  the  Indian  problem  could  be  settled 
under  such  conditions.  The  problem  before  us  in  the  Indian  field 
is  not  to  subjugate  and  dominate  a  terrorized  people,  but  to  lift  up 
the  ignorant  and  superstitious  and  pagan  until  they  shall  stand  on 
the  plane  of  intelligent  citizenship  and  of  Christian  consecration,  of 
pure,  self-reliant  manhood  and  womanhood  That  this  is  being 
done  through  the  quiet  work  and  self-sacrificing  lives  of  the  mis- 
sionaries of  the  various  churches  on  these  prairies,  no  one  familiar 
with  the  field  can  doubt.  A  most  interesting  proof  of  the  influence 
of  Christian  truth  upon  the  dullest  Indian  mind  came  to  my  knowl- 
edge some  months  ago  when  I  was  West.  As  I  rode  over  the 
prairie  one  day  an  Indian  reached  up  his  hand,  and  said  to  me, 
'*  How !  "  and  we  shook  hands.  I  noticed  that  he  had  only  a  part  of 
a  hand ;  part  was  gone.  It  had  been  shot  off  in  fighting  on  the  pagan 
side  at  the  battle  of  Wounded  Knee.  He  lived  in  his  village  sev- 
enty-five miles  from  any  Christian  mission ;  and  he  had  come  out  to 
hail  us,  to  see  if  we  had  anything  that  told  about  Jesus  in  the  Sioux 
language  that  he  could  give  to  his  people.  He  said,  "  I  have  found 
Jesus  ;  and  he  is  so  dear  to  me  that  I  want  to  tell  the  other  people 
of  my  village  about  him."  God  works  along  lines  and  in  ways 
that  we  little  dream  of.  His  spirit  had  found  its  way  over  the 
prairie,  and  this  soul  had  been  born  into  the  kingdom  of  God.  With 
the  earnestness  and  faith  and  love  and  joy  of  the  new-born  soul  the 
world  round,  he  was  reaching  out  that  he  might  bring  his  own  people 
to  see  the  same  blessed  experience.  When  this  is  accomplished  uni- 
versally, it  is  the  solution  of  the  Indian  problem, 

I  have  in  my  hand  a  preamble  and  set  of  resolutions  drawn  up  by 
the  members  of  the  Dakota  Indian  Missions  under  the  care  of  the 
American  Missionary  Association.     A  copy  of  them  was  sent  to  the 
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Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  and  is  now  receiving  his  attention. 
1  desire  to  present  them  here  that  they  may  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  platform,  and,  if  it  seems  wise,  the  matters  to  which 
they  relate  may  receive  attention  in  the  platform.  The  tenor  of  the 
resolutions  is  to  urge  a  uniformity  in  the  methods  of  keeping  records 
of  marriages  among  the  Indians,  and  a  demand  for  greater  care  on 
the  part  of  the  agents  in  the  adoption  of  intelligent  and  honorable 
methods  by  them  in  granting  divorces.  I  submit  these  resolutions 
to  the  Conference. 

I  desire  to  correct  an  impression  that  perhaps  was  received  by 
some  who  heard  me  last  night.  I  have  been  asked  whether  I  meant 
to  say  that  I  did  not  believe  in  the  outing  system.  I  am  heartily 
and  entirely  in  favor  of  that  system.  I  believe  that  it  is  an  impor- 
tant factor  in  the  solution  of  the  Indian  problem.  But  I  know  also 
that  the  great  mass  of  the  Indians  are  residing  and  will  continue  to 
reside  for  many,  many  years  in  the  places  where  they  now  are ;  and, 
since  they  are  there,  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  ought  to  be  sent  to 
them. 

The  resolution  was  referred  to  the  business  committee. 

Dr.  Frissell. —  It  would  be  a  good  thing  for  this  Conference  to 
make  an  appeal  to  the  Christian  Church  to  support  missions.  It  is 
a  shame  that  such  work  as  Bishop  Whipple's  and  that  of  the  Ameri- 
can Missionary  Association  are  not  better  sustained.  I  am  begin- 
ning to  feel  that  it  is  not  worth  while  for  us  to  send  back  Indians 
into  the  West  where  there  are  no  Christian  missionaries  and 
churches,  nothing  to  help  them  to  stand  when  they  go  back. 

I  have  been  very  grateful  for  what  has  been  said  here.  We  have 
been  helped  through  these  days.  I  am  glad  of  the  unity  that  pre- 
vails here.  I  do  not  believe  Mr.  Smiley  understands  how  much 
good  it  does  us  to  be  here,  because  he  gives  us  a  chance  to  look 
over  the  whole  field  and  to  understand  our  relation  to  the  whole ; 
and  that  is  a  grand,  fine  thing.  We  understand  better  what  the 
other  workers  are  doing  and  can  adapt  our  work  to  theirs.  We 
learn  to  appreciate  better  what  the  bishop  and  Miss  Collins  and  the 
others  are  doing  in  the  West.  If  we  do  not  appreciate  the  work  of 
others  it  is  a  shame.  Hampton  has  always  had  the  missionary  idea. 
General  Armstrong,  who  was  born  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  was  the 
son  of  a  missionary,  and  when  he  founded  a  school  it  was  with  the 
idea  that  the  young  people  should  go  out  not  merely  to  live  for 
themselves  but  that  they  should  be  leaders  of  their  race.  It  would 
not  be  possible  in  such  a  school  and  such  a  founder  to  have  any 
other  ideal  than  that  the  young  men  and  women  should  be  the 
leaders  and  teachers  of  their  own  people. 

Now  we  feel  that,  just  as  we  have  seen  men  like  Booker  Washing- 
ton sent  down  to  help  the  Negroes,  so  we  need  to  send  to  the  West 
young  men  and  women  who  shall  be  such  leaders  there.  This  is 
what  the  Indian  race  needs.  The  whole  creation  groaneth  and 
travaileth  waiting  for  the  redemption  of  the  sons  of  God.     I  believe 
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that  is  what  the  Indian  race  is  waiting  for,  to  be  led  out  of  igno- 
rance and  superstition.  The  great  thought  at  Hampton  is  to  make 
men.  We  do  not  care  so  much  about  making  scholars,  but  we  want 
to  make  men  who  will  stand  when  temptations  come.  And  we  have 
been  able  to  make  some  men  and  women  and  send  back  into  that 
Western  country  who  have  stood  and  who  have  become  leaders  to 
their  people. 

There  are  greater  demands  upon  us  now  than  ever  before.  We 
begin  to  feel  that  we  must  have  better  industrial  and  academic 
teachers  than  we  have  had  in  the  past.  We  should  feel  grateful  to 
God  that  he  has  raised  up  such  a  man  as  Dr.  Hailmann.  I  have 
been  at  some  of  his  conferences,  and  I  have  seen  his  grand  army  of 
teachers.  They  are  earnest,  thoughtful,  faithful  men  and  women. 
And  he  is  calling  upon  us  at  Hampton,  and  on  Carlisle,  to  furnish 
him  people  of  the  Indian  race  who  shall  be  as  good  teachers  as  any 
of  the  white  race.  We  have  therefore  decided  on  an  advance 
normal  course.  Our  training  is  not  sufficient ;  and  we  mean  this 
next  year,  with  Dr.  Hailmann's  advice,  to  start  this  course  so  that 
we  shall  be  able  to  send  out  well-trained  young  men  and  women  as 
good  as  any  from  the  normal  schools  of  the  North  or  West. 

We  must  have  equally  good  industrial  teachers.  We  must  have 
Indians  at  Hampton  and  Carlisle  who  will  become  thoroughly 
trained  mechanics,  who  will  understand  about  physics  and  higher 
mathematics.  We  are  going  to  open  next  month  a  trade  school, 
the  Armstrong  and  Slater  Memorial  Trade  School,  and  we  hope  in 
connection  with  that  to  train  these  young  men.  We  are  also  trying 
to  make  better  agriculturists.  We  have  fifteen  acres  of  land  for 
an  experiment  station.  We  believe  the  solution  of  the  Indian 
problem  is  largely  in  the  cultivation  of  the  land. 

And  most  of  all,  we  must  give  them  training  in  the  Christian 
religion  so  that  when  these  Indians  go  back  to  the  missionaries 
they  may  go  as  helpers.  So  we  must  have  the  spirit  of  General 
Armstrong  and  the  devoted  spirit  of  Captain  Pratt  in  every  one 
of  these  Indians. 

I  am  now  going  to  ask  a  young  Indian  to  speak  to  you.  He  has 
learned  the  machinist's  trade  and  has  made  a  steam-engine,  a  very 
excellent  piece  of  work.  He  will  tell  you  what  he  thinks  of  industrial 
training  and  what  it  can  do  for  his  people.  I  introduce  Mr.  Samuel 
George,  a  Seneca  Indian  from  the  State  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Samuel  George. —  I  was  born  and  raised  in  the  western  part 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  but  the  most  valuable  part  of  my  raising 
was  at  Hampton.  I  went  there  a  boy,  four  years  ago,  with  little 
education ;  but,  if  I  live  to  see  June,  I  shall  leave  with  a  trade  certif- 
icate. This  will  prove  that  I  am  capable  of  earning  good  wages 
anywhere  as  a  machinist.  Others  have  done  it  and  I  can  do  it  too. 
There  is  Charles  Dixon  who  is  working  on  the  New  York  Central ; 
there  is  another  in  a  machine  shop  in  Detroit.  Others  are  in  Massa- 
chusetts, Ohio,  and  New  York.  Working  with  the  hands  is  one  of 
the  chief  ideas  of  Hampton,  and  it  is  an  idea  that  every  young  man 
should  have.     To  have  a  trained  hand  as  well  as  a  trained   heart 
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and  head  is  a  great  thing  for  young  people.  When  one  enters  a 
shop  at  first  it  is  discouraging,  because  we  have  to  do  the  lowest  and 
smallest  things  first.  But  that  is  the  way,  to  begin  at  the  bottom. 
When  we  build  a  house  we  begin  at  the  bottom  and  lay  the  founda- 
tions first.  Why  can't  we  Indians,  with  our  quick  eyes  and  skilful 
hands,  be  of  some  value  to  our  country  the  same  as  any  other  citizen  ? 
Of  course,  if  we  seek  to  do  our  best,  we  can.  The  New  York  Ind- 
ians who  have  graduated  at  Hampton  have  done  well  at  trades  and 
as  teachers.  Three  have  gone  out  West.  One  young  man  is  drill- 
master  in  one  of  the  government  schools  in  Colorado.  One  young 
man  is  teaching  in  Dakota  and  another  in  Nebraska.  None  of 
these  things  could  have  been  accomplished  if  Hampton  hadn't 
trained  them  for  their  work.  A  great  many  people  have  wrong 
ideas  about  the  New  York  Indians.  They  think  they  need  no  help 
because  they  have  civilized  surroundings.  But  they  are  badly  mis- 
taken. I  was  one  of  those  Indians  surrounded  by  civilization,  and 
I  know  if  I  had  not  come  away  I  should  never  have  learned  a  trade, — 
not  because  I  was  lazy,  but  because  there  was  no  trade  that  would 
make  me  of  value  to  anybody.  Now  I  am  going  to  stick  to  my 
trade  and  be  a  self-supporting  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

President  Smith  of  Trinity  College  was  asked  to  speak. 

President  George  W^illiamson  Smith,  of  Hartford,  Conn. —  I 
have  been  interested  in  Dr.  Jackson's  report  of  work  in  Alaska,  and 
have  read  with  great  satisfaction  that  the  natives  have  been  treated 
as  men.  The  Territory  is  of  enormous  extent,  and  a  very  large  part 
of  it  is  left  without  any  courts  or  representatives  of  the  United  States 
Government.  On  the  north-west  coast  a  revenue  cutter  appears 
for  about  ten  days  in  the  summer,  and  the  captain  exercises  such 
authority  as  circumstances  call  for.  The  rest  of  the  year  authority 
is  unknown.  There  are  mission  stations  up  and  down  the  Yukon 
River,  at  long  intervals,  and  also  along  the  coast,  even  above  the 
Arctic  Circle.  The  most  interesting  to  me  are  those  at  Point  Hope 
and  Point  Barrow.  At  Point  Hope  there  is  a  medical  missionary, 
who,  with  his  associates,  also  maintains  a  school.  The  character  of 
the  instruction  is  rigidly  defined  by  the  circumstances  in  which  they 
are  placed.  The  children  cannot  be  taught  farming  because  there 
are  only  about  six  weeks  in  the  year  without  frost;  and  only  the 
surface  of  the  ground,  for  a  few  inches,  is  ever  melted  by  the  sununer 
sun.  There  can  be  no  industrial  training  in  wood  or  metals,  because 
there  are  no  forests  and  no  metals  in  the  neighborhood.  Such  sim- 
ple industries  as  are  possible  have  already  been  perfected  by  the 
natives  to  meet  the  necessities  of  their  condition.  The  school  work 
must  be  intellectual  and  evangelistic, —  not  industrial.  The  children 
are  bright  and  anxious  to  learn.  From  one  of  the  schools  I  have 
seen  letters  written  by  boys  and  girls  who  had  been  taught  only 
fifteen  months  which  were  expressed  in  better  English  than  letters 
written  by  Japanese  who  had  studied  our  language  for  eight  )rears. 
Now,  please  remember  the  difficulties  under  which  they  labor.      For 
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half  the  year  they  have  to  study  altogether  by  candles  or  lamp-light, 
as  there  is  hardly  the  ghost  of  a  day  for  six  months  at  a  time.  It  is 
so  cold  that  the  thermometer  is  generally  in  the  neighborhood  of 
sixty  degrees  below  zero  in  the  winter ;  and,  with  all  the  appliances 
that  can  be  furnished,  the  discomfort  is  very  great. 

The  chief  difficulty  arises  from  the  fact  that  there  is  no  govern- 
ment officer  there,  and  consequently  no  protection  for  persons  or 
property.  There  are  white  men  there, —  outcasts  who  have  fled  from 
the  law, —  and  they  are  free  to  plunder  and  maltreat  the  natives  at 
discretion.  A  few  years  ago,  one  of  these  men  taught  the  people  to 
distill  rum  from  the  molasses  which  they  obtained  from  the  whalers 
in  exchange  for  furs  and  whalebone.  In  a  very  short  time  several 
murders  were  committed  by  the  natives,  who  are  naturally  peaceable 
and  gentle.  These  whites  have  also  infected  the  people  with  loath- 
some diseases,  which  threaten  to  exterminate  the  neighboring  tribes 
in  a  few  years.  A  gentlemen  just  returned  from  a  visit  at  Point 
Hope  reports  that  it  is  useless  to  maintain  that  mission,  as  there  will 
be  none  to  teach  in  less  than  seven  years.  The  Indians  in  our  older 
territory  are  almost  in  paradise  compared  with  those  in  the  dark 
places  of  the  earth.  But  the  spirit  of  Christ  has  moved  one  here 
and  one  there  to  go  out  from  among  us  to  seek  and  save  the  lost ; 
and  there,  as  elsewhere,  the  love  of  Jesus  has  touched  the  heart.  In 
the  simplicity  of  missionary  work  in  Alaska,  in  its  restriction  to 
spiritual  interests,  the  production  of  Christian  character  may 
be  directly  sought.  The  higher  purpose  is  constantly  kept  in 
view.  They  have  but  little  to  hope  for  here ;  but  they  may  secure  in 
the  end  a  better  inheritance, —  even  an  inheritance  incorruptible, 
undefiled,  and  that  fadeth  not  away. 

I  thank  you  for  permitting  me  to  say  a  word  for  those  noble 
Christian  men  and  women  who,  in  the  midst  of  comfort,  have 
remembered  the  Eskimos  above  the  Arctic  Circle,  and  gone  forth  in 
the  name  of  the  Redeemer  to  carry  the  glad  tidings  to  those 
benighted  souls. 

Miss  M.  E.  Ives  was  asked  to  speak. 

Miss  IvES. —  For  seven  years  I  have  worked  for  Indians  in  my 
own  quiet  way.  I  organized  the  young  people's  department  with  the 
idea  of  instilling  into  them  a  love  of  the  Indians,  that  they  may  know 
them  better  and  feel  interested  in  them.  I  have  often  wondered 
whether  I  was  doing  more  good  for  the  Indians  or  for  the  white 
people.  I  hope  I  am  building  their  character  as  well  as  doing 
something  for  the  Indians. 

From  the  first  I  have  felt  a  great  interest  in  the  government 
schools.  I  have  been  in  close  touch  with  them.  Within  the  last 
few  years  I  have  taken  to  sending  Christmas  boxes  to  the  Indian 
children.  Last  year  I  sent  eight  thousand  Christmas  presents  to 
the  Indian  children  in  the  schools.  They  went  from  all  over  the 
country,  from  fofty  States  of  the  Union.  The  young  people  have 
made  sacrifices  to  get  these  presents,  and  they  have  packed  them 
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themselves  and  so  have  come  into  personal  touch  with  the  Indians. 
They  send  directly  to  the  schools  and  hear  from  them  in  return. 
We  have  also  furnished  agricultural  supplies  and  helped  field  ma- 
trons. If  any  one  here  can  interest  young  people  and  would  send  to 
me  for  an  address  for  a  Christmas  box  I  shall  be  glad  to  send  it. 

Question. —  What  do  you  put  in  the  boxes } 

Miss  Ives. —  I  put  in  useful  things,  also  games  that  they  can 
use  in  winter  during  the  study  hour,  which  they  are  trying  now 
to  make  a  pleasant  evening  hour.  I  put  in  dissected  maps,  pict- 
ures, and  books  with  simple  reading.  We  also  send  dolls  and 
knives  and  toys  that  children  like.  One  lady  said  if  I  would  send 
soap  and  combs,  the  children  would  be  delighted. 

Miss  Sparhawk. —  A  few  years  ago  I  talked  to  a  little  Indian 
meeting  in  Cambridge.  There  were  three  Indians  present,  a  young 
man  and  two  Indian  girls.  The  young  man  was  working  in  Cam- 
bridge. He  had  been  setting  type  at  the  University  Press  and  the 
girls  had  been  at  a  Boston  School.  I  wanted  him  to  speak,  but  I 
did  not  dare  to  tell  him  beforehand  for  fear  he  would  have  time  to 
make  up  his  mind  and  would  not  do  it.  So  when  he  was  called 
upon  he  came  up  to  the  desk  and  looked  round  over  the  audience 
and  the  first  sentence  he  said  ran  thus,  "  I  am  a  Cambridge  man." 
That  man  worked  till  his  eyes  gave  out,  and  then  he  did  anything 
that  came  to  hand ;  but  that  was  little,  and  he  decided  to  go  back 
to  the  West  where  he  had  land.  I  have  heard  from  him  there.  He 
has  been  farming  and  has  built  a  house  and  is  living  on  the  out- 
skirts of  the  reservation.  An  old  uncle  keeps  house  for  him,  and 
he  raises  vegetables  of  different  kinds.  They  have  had  to  watch 
to  keep  the  bears  from  the  corn,  but  he  was  hopeful  and  happy. .  He 
asked  to  have  some  papers  because  he  wanted  to  know  how  the  Bos- 
ton people  felt  about  politics.  I  thought  it  might  be  a  good  thing 
to  send  campaign  literature  out  there,  and  I  asked  the  Republican 
Club  to  do  so.  The  two  girls  were  at  the  Boston  High  School. 
They  were  Carlisle  graduates.  The  teachers  were  kind  to  them  and 
they  won  the  admiration  and  friendship  of  these  teachers  and  of 
the  girls  in  the  Young  Women's  Christian  Association  where  they 
boarded.  The  superintendent  there  said  it  was  rare  to  find  such 
girls  as  they  were.  They  graduated  at  the  school ;  and  it  would 
have  delighted  you  to  hear  the  applause  as  they  came  forward  to 
take  their  diplomas.  This  acquaintance  came  about  through  the 
Indian  Library  work  which  is  sending  reading  to  the  Indians. 

The  Indian  Industrial  League  has  been  established  in  the  hope 
that  it  will  lead  Indians  to  help  themselves.  Not  long  ago  there 
came  a  letter  from  two  young  Indians  on  the  Oneida  reservation, 
one  a  graduate  of  Carlisle,  and  the  other  had  been  there.  They 
were  very  anxious  to  do  something  for  themselves.  They  wrote  that 
they  had  an  opportunity  to  buy  a  steam-engine  which  could  be  used 
for  the  threshing  of  wheat  and  running  a  saw  mill ;  that  they  could 
buy  it  on  instalments  for  $i,ooo,  and  that  if  we  would  lend  them 
money,  they  would  pay  interest.  So  the  League  has  lent  them  $75 
for  a  year  at  3  per  cent.     If  they  pay  it  back  we  shall  have  it  for 
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some  other  use.  If  not,  they  can  probably  have  the  use  of  it  longer, 
but  the  wife  wrote  me  that  some  days  her  husband  had  earned  fif- 
teen dollars.     I  ask  you  to  help  our  League. 

President  Taylor  of  Vassar  was  asked  to  speak. 

President  Taylor. —  One  of  my  theories  of  education  is  embodied 
in  that  vital  word  of  Rousseau,  when  speaking  of  a  youth,  "  To  live 
is  the  profession  which  I  would  teach  him."  While  it  may  be  that 
our  modern  education  may  fail  to  produce  better  results,  regarded 
merely  intellectually,  than  the  older  education  did,  I  think  perhaps 
we  may  well  ask  ourselves  if,  nevertheless,  we  have  not  learned  some- 
thing in  the  direction  of  a  broadening  of  theory  that  augurs  well  for 
the  future.  Our  education  formerly  was  often  designed  but  for  one 
or  two  or  three  professions.  As  we  broadened  our  views,  we  came 
to  see  more  and  more  clearly  that  not  only  the  mind  and  spirit  must 
be  built  up,  but  that  the  physical  system  also  needs  building ;  that 
through  it  are  the  gateways  of  intelligence.  We  have  learned  that 
if  men  are  to  be  educated,  we  must  begin  with  their  hands.  We 
must  begin  by  training  them  industrially  if  we  are  to  be  able  to 
educate  their  brains  to  the  utmost.  When  we  go  to  the  West,  which 
is  pushing  the  best  educational  methods  with  more  power  and 
breadth  than  we  are  in  the  East,  we  find  in  many  more  schools  than 
in  the  East  this  industrial  idea  underlying  the  whole  scheme  of  the 
school.  They  are  educating  youth  physically  as  well  as  mentally  and 
spiritually.  It  seems  to  me  strange  that  as  we  go  on  there  are  still 
so  many  who  keep  believing  that  man  is  principally  mind.  We  may 
be  justified  in  scepticism  on  that  point.  Certainly  boys  are  not 
principally  mind. 

I  have  seen  Hampton ;  and  the  man  who  has  seen  that  school  with 
some  attention  has  had  a  beginning  of  an  education.  I  remember, 
too,  at  the  great  procession  at  Chicago  which  inaugurated  the 
World's  Fair,  the  most  impressive  part  of  the  procession  was  that 
brigade  of  Captain  Pratt's  boys;  and  as  they  marched  down  the 
street  splendidly  drilled,  but  not  with  guns,  bearing  implements  of 
all  sorts  of  industrial  pursuits,  that  the  cheers  rang  out  for  them  con- 
tinuously. There  was  nothing  like  it  in  all  that  great  procession. 
That  struck  the  chord  of  the  right  idea  of  education.  I  am  not  sure 
but  it  is  going  to  revolutionize  our  ideas  of  professional  education. 
I  ask  whether  we  are  right  about  the  education  of  ministers  and 
teachers,  of  those  who  are  certain  to  enter  professional  pursuits.^ 
Are  we  wise  to  begin  with  anything  but  industrial  training?  The 
same  question  may  be  asked  for  the  Negro,  for  the  red  man,  and  for 
the  white  man.  Begin  by  training  their  hands,  teach  them  to  see 
straight,  to  act  with  accuracy,  and  then  there  is  some  basis  for  a 
broader  intellectual  training.  I  believe  that  the  greatest  mistake 
that  has  been  made  in  the  education  that  has  been  so  widely  diffused 
among  the  colored  people  has  been  in  the  direction  of  forgetting 
this  point.  There  has  been  a  vast  improvement,  but  a  great  mistake 
has  been  made  in  forgetting  that  there  is  no  use  in  training  these 
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men  as  teachers  unless  they  can  be  the  industrial  leaders  of  their 
people.  That  is  the  only  way  to  lift  up  the  race.  It  is  the  men  who 
have  trained  their  bodies  first,  and  their  minds  and  their  spirits  side 
by  side  with  these, —  it  is  such  men  who  have  become  the  leaders  of 
their  people.  In  that  sense  intellect  should  be  disciplined.  The 
intellect  which  is  cradled  in  a  well-trained  physique  finds  its  highest 
utterance  in  the  expression  of  a  well-trained  spirit.  The  word  of 
President  Robinson,  of  Brown,  recurs  to  me,  "  A  disciplined  intellect 
asks  no  favor  but  that  of  God." 

Dr.  Ward. —  One  of  the  finest  things  and  most  hopeful  things  that 
have  been  said  here,  was  said  by  Mr.  Frissell  when  he  told  us  that 
he  proposes  to  have  at  Hampton  something  more  than  a  lower  indus- 
trial education,  higher  normal  instruction  for  the  Negro  and  Indian. 
I  believe  that  we  want  industrial  education,  but  we  want  also  the 
higher  education  which  will  give  us  teachers.  It  will  be  a  great 
error  in  Indian  education  if  we  conclude  that  their  leaders  must  be 
-  white  men  ;  if  we  conclude  that  their  best  education  shall  be  educa- 
tion which  shall  instruct  the  hand  and  shall  teach  them  to  be 
mechanics.  Of  course  we  want  just  as  far  as  possible  to  bring  them 
out  from  the  old  relations  and  their  old  connections  into  the  great 
mass  of  our  community.  I  have  no  doubt  Captain  Pratt  is  right, 
and  we  all  agree  with  him.  But  so  long  as  they  are  where  they  are, 
cramped  and  cribbed,  cabined  and  confined  by  government,  shut  up 
in  that  way,  it  will  be  an  unfortunate  thing  if  we  cannot  give  them 
leaders  who  are  of  their  own  race ;  and  leaders  are  always  men  who 
are  trained  not  so  much  in  hand  as  in  brain.  We  want  thinkers  and 
scholars,  men  of  highest  education.  Dr.  Taylor  is  no  doubt  right  in 
what  he  says  about  the  physical  education ;  and  he  is  also  right  in 
his  own  practical  way  in  the  education  of  the  brain.  He  is  not  con- 
ducting an  industrial  school.  He  is  giving  us  leaders  among  our 
women  ;  and  Indians  and  Negroes  want  leaders  in  the  same  way.  I 
rejoice  that  Hampton  is  seeing  that  we  must  bring  forth  teachers 
with  intellect,  with  cultivated  brains.  I  rejoice  when  Indians  get  in- 
dustrial training;  but  I  rejoice  a  hundred  times  as  much  when  they 
come  to  Harvard  or  Yale  and  prepare  themselves  to  be  of  that  class 
who  make  leaders  ;  for  it  is  the  higher  education,  the  higher  culture, 
that  always  has  force  in  the  world.     That  is  my  doctrine. 

On  motion  it  was  voted  that  the  usual  Washington  committee 
should  be  appointed,  consisting  of  President  Gates,  Mr.  A.  K. 
Smiley,  Mr.  Philip  C.  Garrett,  General  Eaton,  and  Dr.  Ward,  with 
permission  to  add  to  their  numbers  if  necessary. 

Adjourned. 
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The  Conference  was  called  to  order  at  lo  a.m.,  after  morning 
prayers,  Mr.  Garrett  in  the  chair.  Miss  Collins  asked  leave  to  pre- 
sent to  Mr.  Smiley  on  behalf  of  the  Sioux  a  stone  pipe  of  peace. 

Miss  Collins.  —  It  seems  to  me  very  fitting,  since  Friend  Albert 
has  done  so  much  for  us,  that  we,  as  a  tribe  who  were  once  consid- 
ered the  greatest  warriors  in  the  land,  the  Sioux,  but  who  now  are 
coming  to  know  the  blessedness  of  peace,  should  come  to  this 
Conference  bringing  with  us  the  pipe  of  peace  which  has  been  used 
in  the  council  and  in  the  camp,  and  around  the  home  circle  in  our 
Dakota  land.  Take  it.  Friend  Albert,  it  comes  to  thee  from  the 
Land  of  the  Dakotas.  I  give  it  to  thee  in  the  name  of  our  Indians, 
your  friends  and  mine. 

Mr.  Smiley.  —  The  world  is  full  of  surprises,  and  this  is  one  of 
them.  This  pipe  is  a  most  acceptable  gift,  and  I  thank  thee  and 
the  Indians  who  sent  it.  It  is  especially  appropriate  as  coming 
from  them,  for  when  I  was  appointed  on  the  Board  of  Indian  Com- 
missioners seventeen  years  ago,  the  first  place  I  went  to  visit  was 
this  very  Sioux  reservation  on  the  Missouri  River ;  and  that  is  the 
place  where  this  Conference  was  born.  We  met  there  Bishop  Hare, 
Dr.  Williamson,  Dr.  Strieby,  Dr.  Ward  and  others,  and  we  had  a 
three  days'  conference  with  the  Sioux  Indians.  At  that  time  I  said, 
"  Friends,  all  of  you  come  to  Mohonk."  And  so  we  started  this  Confer- 
ence. This  pipe  is  made  of  a  very  choice  piece  of  stone,  and  I  shall 
value  it  most  highly. 

Mrs.  Kinney. —  I  want  to  ask  a  question  about  the  Narragansett 
Indians,  /rhey  bring  forward  a  grievance  of  two  hundred  years' 
standing.  They  claim  that  they  have  been  cheated  out  of  130,000 
acres  of  land.  I  do  not  know  that  their  claim  would  have  any  stand- 
ing in  the  court,  but  they  seem  to  think  it  would.  They  tell  me  that 
they  have  had  several  lawyers  looking  into  the  matter  who  carry  it  a 
certain  distance  and  then  stop  as  soon  as  the  money  gives  out.  If 
any  one  here  knows  anything  about  the  Narragansett  Indians  I 
should  like  to  hear  from  such  person. 

Dr.  Joseph  Anderson  of  Waterbury,  Conn.,  was  asked  to  speak. 

Dr.  Anderson. —  It  is  a  great  thing  to  be  born  late  in  the  ages ; 
we  get  the  best  of  everything.  And  it  seems  to  me  a  great  thing  to  be 
Bom  late  into  the  Mohonk  Conference,  for  a  similar  reason.     I  feel 
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that,  while  I  have  lost  various  things  in  not  becoming  acquainted  with 
you  heretofore,  I  am  experiencing  certain  pleasures  and  novelties 
which  you  cannot  now  exp>erience.  I  came  to  this  country  in  my 
childhood  and  grew  up  without  the  sense  of  having  any  special  place 
in  the  world.  I  had  neither  brothers  nor  sisters,  nor  had  I  uncles, 
aunts,  or  cousins  within  thousands  of  miles.  After  twenty  years  I  re- 
turned to  my  native  land,  the  north  of  Scotland,  and  there  1  soon 
came  to  feel  that  I  had  a  large  place  in  the  world  by  virtue  of  these 
connections.  On  this  first  visit  to  your  Conference  I  have  a  similar 
experience.  I  have  been  interested  in  the  Indian  question  for  twenty 
years.  During  this  time  I  have  met  many  who  seemed  to  care  noth- 
ing for  the  Indian,  and  few  who  had  any  great  interest  in  him.  I 
come  here  and  I  find  hundreds  whose  interest  in  him  is  deep  and 
abiding,  and  I  feel  like  congratulating  myself  and  them  upon  the 
work  they  have  been  doing. 

My  work  has  been  on  different  lines.  My  interest  has  been 
largely  ethnological  and  philological.  I  was  directed  to  the  scientific 
study  of  the  red  man  through  my  connection  with  a  society  which 
proposed  to  divide  up  the  whole  realm  of  science  and  literature 
among  its  members,  one  taking  one  subject  and  another  another.  I 
chose  ethnology  as  my  special  field,  and  it  is  interesting  to  me  to  look 
back  and  see  how  many  things  I  have  learned  in  this  way,  and  how 
they  have  deepened  my  affection  for  the  Indian.  It  was  in  an  inter- 
view with  an  ethnologist,  a  good  many  years  ago,  that  I  heard  of 
that  man  in  California  who  prided  himself  upon  a  necklace  which  he 
exhibited,  made  of  the  teeth  of  Indian  squaws,  which  he  had  knocked 
out  of  their  mouths  with  the  butt  of  his  pistol.  Do  you  wonder  that 
this  aroused  in  me  a  strong  sympathy  for  the  Indian  ? 

It  was  in  that  same  interview  that  I  was  told  of  certain  white  men 
(Christians,  so  called)  who  had  placed  pocket  handkerchiefs  in  con- 
tact with  the  bodies  of  persons  who  had  died  of  smallpox  and  had 
sent  these  handkerchiefs  out  among  innocent  Indians  that  they 
might  become  victims  of  the  same  disease.  This  aroused  my  in- 
dignation at  white  men's  wickedness  and  sjrmpathy  and  sorrow  for 
the  objects  of  their  cruelty.  These  things  made  a  great  impression 
upon  me.  I  began  to  look  into  the  Indian's  history  and  life  ;  and  as 
I  went  on  in  my  studies  I  could  not  but  conceive  a  growing  respect 
for  a  race  whose  achievements  were  so  great, —  a  race,  that  had  de- 
veloped, for  example,  such  languages  as  those  of  the  American 
Indians.  The  Indian  languages  number  not  one  or  two,  but  hun- 
dreds, some  of  them  standing  high  in  the  records  of  the  world's 
philology.  A  gentleman  asked  me  at  breakfast  to-day  which  of 
these  languages  best  deserved  preservation.  It  reminded  me  of  the 
little  girl  into  whose  home  triplets  had  come,  who  asked  her  father 
anxiously  which  one  of  them  he  intended  to  save.  I  should  hate 
to  have  any  of  these  languages  destroyed,  but  I  suppose  many  of 
them  must  become  extinct.  The  time  will  come  when  our  only 
knowledge  of  most  of  the  Indian  languages  will  be  derived  from  the 
text-books  and  translations  we  have  made.  When  I  hear  such  lan- 
guages as  the  Cree,  beautiful  in  its  music ;  or  the  O  jib  way  with  its 
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elaborate  verb-forms;  or  that  spoken  by  the  Nez  Percys,  bearing 
the  stamp  of  intellect ;  or  the  stately  and  classical  Dakota,  or  the 
Mohawk  with  its  sixteen  personal  pronouns ;  or  the  Mexican,  which 
in  its  vocabulary  spreads  out  like  a  great  flowing  river, —  when  I 
think  of  these  products  of  human  ingenuity,  it  seems  hard  to  decide 
which  should  be  destroyed  out  of  the  world's  knowledge.  Let  us 
preserve  them  as  far  as  we  can ;  and  let  us  remember  that  the  more 
diligently  we  explore  them,  the  more  we  shall  be  convinced  that  here 
was  a  remarkable  people,  a  race  which  while  the  nations  of  the  old 
world  were  busy  with  wars  and  tumults  was  trained  in  a  quiet  way  by 
divine  Providence  on  this  Western  hemisphere  for  results  which  we 
have  not  yet  begun  to  appreciate.  So,  too,  when  I  look  at  a  stone 
axe  and  know  that  it  may  have  been  begun  by  a  grandfather,  handed 
down  unfinished  to  his  son,  and  brought  to  completion  after  many 
years  by  his  grandson,  thus  representing  in  its  symmetrical  outline 
the  work  of  two  or  three  lifetimes,  and  all  this  done  with  a  little  stone 
hammer ;  when  I  remember  that  the  Indians  had  no  tools  but  tools 
of  stone, —  it  brings  before  me  the  patient  work  of  these  people  ex- 
tending through  the  ages.  We  cannot  but  have  respect  for  a  race 
that  has  come  through  such  difficulties,  physical  and  spiritual,  as  the 
red  race  has  encountered ;  and  we  must  feel  that  such  a  race  has 
better  things  to  come. 

And  when  it  ceases  to  require  our  philanthropic  care  it  will  still 
present  itself  as  a  subject  for  our  thoughtful  investigation.  A  vision 
rises  before  my  mind  which,  if  our  worthy  host  be  willing,  may  be 
realized  at  some  day  not  very  far  off, —  a  vision  of  a  magnificent 
structure  built  of  these  mighty  rocks,  adorning  one  of  these  lofty 
hillsides,  substantial,  fire-proof,  attractive  in  every  way,  containing 
within  its  solid  walls  a  museum  to  match  that  of  vthe  Smithsonian 
Institution,  and  a  library  into  which  have  been  gathered  the  tens  of 
thousands  of  books  and  pamphlets  relating  to  the  American  Ind- 
ians. That  building  will  be  known  to  all  America  as  the  Smiley 
Institute  of  Aboriginal  Research. 

Mr.  Garrett. —  This  Conference  has  under  its  care  the  legal 
needs  of  the  Mission  Indians  at  California.  I  will  ask  Mr.  Joshua 
W.  Davis  to  speak  to  us  about  that. 

Mr.  Davis. —  Ten  years  ago,  after  the  return  of  Professor  Painter 
and  another  member  of  the  Mohonk  Conference  from  an  investigat- 
ing tour  in  California,  and  on  a  report  made  here  as  well  as  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  five  thousand  dollars  was  raised 
for  the  defence  of  the  Mission  Indians  against  the  aggressions  of 
the  water  companies  and  the  land  owners  adjoining  the  reservations. 
That  fund  has  been  in  use  in  the  defence  of  the  Indians  since  then, 
and  several  suits  have  been  prosecuted  and  settled  in  favor  of  the 
Indians.  There  is  still  one  suit  remaining,  brought  by  the  owners 
of  Warner's  ranch  seeking  to  dispossess  the  Indians  there  of  their 
land  and  thus  secure  the  control  of  water  there.  That  suit  has  been 
before  the  Supreme  Court  for  four  or  five  years,  having  been  decided 


in  favor  of  the  Indians  in  the  District  Court  and  appealed.  The 
claimants  are  wealthy  and  have  sought  to  tire  out  the  friends  of  the 
Indians,  but  we  have  not  wearied  yet  and  will  hold  the  defence  still 
There  is  danger  that,  by  delay,  our  witnesses,  the  aged  Indians,  will 
pass  oflf  the  stage  and  we  shall  lose  the  advantage  of  their  testi- 
mony, as  it  is  claimed  that  this  testimony  shall  not  be  received  in 
the  form  of  deposition ;  but  we  do  not  relinquish  the  hope  that  that 
suit  will  yet  be  determined  in  favor  of  the  Indians. 

There  is  another  in  which  there  is  hope  of  a  full  settlement  under 
a  compromise.  It  is  a  similar  case  respecting  possession  and  water. 
And  there  is  still  one  other  case  which  may  cause  us  to  go  into  court, 
which  we  are  trying  to  avoid  because  the  expense  is  too  great.  We 
have  still  $518  remaining  out  of  the  $5,000. 

The  agreement  with  our  attorney  on  the  Warner's  Ranch  case  was 
for  a  definite  sum  for  the  struggle  until  it  should  finally  close,  and 
there  will  be  therefore  no  large  claim  on  this  remaining  fund  from 
the  attorneys,  but  the  court  expenses  on  the  Warner's  Ranch  and 
the  new  case  will  require  this  amount  of  money  and  possibly  more. 

Dr.  Dreher,  president  of  Roanoke  college,  was  asked  to  speak. 

Dr.  Dreher. —  When  I  came  here  first  five  years  ago  I  listened 
with  fresh  and  eager  interest.  When  I  returned  four  years  ago  I 
wondered  if  I  should  be  as  much  interested,  and  found  I  was.  The 
third  time  I  was  even  more  interested,  and  so  my  interest  grows.  For 
twenty-six  years  we  have  had  Indians  in  Roanoke  College.  Not 
very  many  have  completed  the  course  and  taken  a  degree  (only  three), 
but  a  great  many  have  taken  the  partial  course.  The  first  one  went 
to  Yale  afterward  and  is  now  a  clergyman.  Three  years  ago  one 
was  the  valedictorian.  Last  year  we  graduated  another  who  expects 
to  be  a  lawyer,  taking  a  post-graduate  course.  Several  who  have 
studied  with  us  occupy  prominent  positions  in  the  Indian  Territory. 
We  have  been  encouraged  to  believe  that  good  work  has  been  done 
for  them  in  our  institution^  We  feel  a  deep  interest  in  the  Indian 
question. 

Mr.  Garrett  stated  that  Mr.  Albert  Smiley  would  be  placed  on  the 
Law  Committee  in  place  of  Dr.  Austin  Abbott. 
Mrs.  Quinton  was  asked  to  speak. 

Mrs.  Quinton. —  The  law  proposed  by  Commissioner  Bromiing 
was  very  important.  It  made  it  a  penal  offence  to  give  or  sell  strong 
drink  on  an  Indian  reservation  or  to  an  allotted  Indian  or  to  an 
Indian  citizen  anywhere.  It  passed  the  Senate  year  before  last,  but 
last  year  failed.  I  suppose  it  is  enough  to  say  that  all  friends  of 
Indians  can  help  secure  that  greatly  needed  law  by  corresponding 
with,  and  earnest  appeals  to,  our  Representatives.  It  strikes  me  that 
is  the  place  for  real  work. 

There  are  two  things  specially  needing  to  be  done  for  Indians; 
first,  to  give  them  always  the  gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  to  help 
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strengthen  missionary  work,  and  to  occupy  the  destitute  fields  in 
order  to  get  the  leverage  that  lifts  in  all  right  directions.  Then  we 
must  help  to  control  legislation  by  correspondence  with  those  who 
represent  us  in  the  government.  I  wish  the  members  of  Congress 
could  be  flooded  with  original,  personal  appeals,  and  letters  on  the 
subjects  needing  immediate  attention. 

May  I  give  you  two  pictures?  Take  the  case  of  the  Omaha 
Indians  of  Nebraska.  They  were  well  forward  on  the  path  to 
citizenship  and  civilization  and  the  hopes  of  their  friends  were  very 
bright  in  regard  to  them.  The  sellers  of  strong  drink  on  the  edge  of 
the  reservation  came  among  them  and  they  fell.  They  were  fine 
men  and  women  naturally,  but  they  yielded  to  temptation.  Then 
there  came  the  withdrawal  of  the  mission.  Strong  appeal  has  been 
made  to  their  own  manhood  and  womanhood,  but  a  great  deal  of  out- 
side help  is  needed  also. 

Again,  take  the  case  of  the  Mission  Indians  in  California.  Their 
situation  is  full  of  difficulties.  The  seller  of  strong  drink  locates  just 
outside  the  reservations  and  quickly  takes  all  that  the  Indians  can 
earn  in  a  year.  It  does  seem  as  if  Christian  men  and  women  should 
use  all  their  influence  to  right  this  state  of  things.  We  have  here 
heard  of  Indians  who  themselves  have  strictly  enforced  temperance 
legislation,  but  all  are  not  so  wise  and  strong,  and  it  is  our  duty  to 
help  to  do  the  needed  legislative  work  for  their  defence. 

Mr.  Galpin,  formerly  connected  with  the  Indian  service,  was  asked 
to  speak. 

Mr.  S.  A.  Galpin,  of  Connecticut. —  It  is  many  years  since  I  have 
had  much  to  do  with  the  Indians ;  and  yet,  as  I  listen  to  the  story 
that  is  told  here,  it  seems  to  me  as  if  the  problems  were  the  same 
now  as  then.  I  remember  very  distinctly  a  trip  I  made  to  the  In- 
dian Territory  in  1875,  when  the  government  and  the  religious 
bodies  were  co-operating  more  closely  than  now,  and  when  the 
agencies  there  were  under  the  control  partly  of  the  Orthodox  Friends 
and  partly  of  the  Hicksite  Friends. 

At  that  time  the  salaries  of  the  agents  were  distinctly  less  than 
now,  each  one,  no  matter  how  difficult  or  exposed  his  task,  receivings 
from  the  government  $1,500  per  annum.  The  Friends,  in  order  to 
secure  competent  agents,  in  many  cases  supplemented  their  salaries 
by  contributions  from  their  own  funds.  Under  the  efficient  super- 
vision of  Agent  Miles,  at  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapahoe  Agency  were 
started  many  of  the  experiments  which  have  since  come  into  so 
general  use  in  the  Indian  schools,  and  which  have  proved  of  such 
value.  It  was  Agent  Miles  who,  in  order  to  give  his  Indians  work, 
decided  to  do  all  the  carting  of  his  supplies  by  Indian  labor, 
although  he  was  thus  compelled  to  "  receipt "  for  them  at  Arkansas 
City,  the  then  nearest  railroad  station,  and  so  assumed  personally 
the  risk  of  loss  and  damage  during  the  150  miles  of  wagon  transit- 
It  was  at  this  agency  also  that  our  good  friend  Mr.  Seger,  who  is,  1 
am  informed,  still  active  in  Indian  work,  made  such  a  success  of 
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his  industrial  school.  When  this  school  was  first  started,  the  Arap- 
ahoes  joined  readily ;  but  the  Cheyennes,  who  always  looked  down 
upon  the  Arapahoes,  refused  to  send  their  children.  After  the  Chey- 
enne chiefs,  however,  had  seen  the  enthusiasm  of  the  children  them- 
selves, and  the  manifest  success  of  the  school  in  its  school  herd  and 
its  kitchen  garden,  their  attitude  changed.  They  begged  for  the 
places  which  they  had  previously  refused,  and  showed  their  earnest- 
ness by  oflfering  to  give  even  as  many  as  ten  ponies,  if  thereby  one 
of  their  children  could  be  admitted.  If  the  promise  of  those  earlier 
days'  could  have  been  realized,  and  there  had  been  no  disturbing 
•outside  influence,  both  of  these  tribes  would  by  this  time  be  entirely 
independent.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  however,  when  the  inevitable 
change  in  officials  came,  so  that  Mr.  Miles  and  Mr.  Seger  both  left 
the  service,  their  successors  failed  to  maintain  their  influence  over 
the  Indians ;  and,  in  some  way  which  I  do  not  clearly  remember,  the 
interest  of  the  Indians  was  dulled,  the  school  herd  was  divided  and 
eaten,  and  the  bulk  of  the  tribe  still  remain  a  charge  upon  the  gov- 
ernment. 

The  truth  is  that  our  government  is  not  a  Christianizing  or  civil- 
izing agency.  It  does  not  seem  to  me  that  it  will  ever  succeed 
greatly  in  Christianizing  or  civilizing  the  Indians.  It  is  organized 
for  general  purposes  and  not  to  carry  on  a  distinctly  missionary 
work.  Such  work  can  be  done  better  by  an  agency  more  flexible, 
and  not  operated  under  a  general  law, —  a  law  beneficial,  perhaps,  in 
some  cases,  but  distinctly  harmful  in  others  by  reason  of  its  lack  of 
adaptability.  The  work  is  missionary  work  and  individual  in  its 
character,  and  our  good  friend  from  Hampton  was  entirely  right  in 
advising  us  to  appeal  less  to  Congress  and  more  to  the  Christian 
people  of  this  country.  It  is  quite  time  that  the  Christians  of  our 
land  should  recognize  the  missionary  character  of  the  Indian  work, 
and  settle  themselves  in  earnest  to  do  it  by  agencies  of  their  own,— 
earnest,  faithful,  flexible,  and  persistent. 

Rev.  J.  E.  Roy.  —  I  was  out  among  the  Crow  Indians  last  month, 
and  was  glad  to  see  the  field  of  Custer's  battle,  and  the  monument 
which  the  government  has  put  up,  marking  the  spot  where  246  men 
fell, —  without  a  living  creature  to  tell  the  story,  except  Curry,  the 
scout,  who  ran  away.  I  found  the  agency  ten  miles  up  the  valley, 
and  everything  seemed  to  be  in  the  best  order  under  the  govern- 
ment. They  have  a  good  school  under  Christian  and  dewted 
superintendent  and  teachers.  I  found  a  missionary  at  the  American 
Missionary  Association,  Mr.  Burgess,  who  had  been  there  three 
years.  He  was  greatly  encouraged.  He  had  secured  a  home  and 
was  allowed  to  use  the  school-house  for  a  Sunday-school  in  the 
morning.  There  are  about  one  hundred  scholars.  At  the  evening 
hour  he  gives  them  a  Bible  reading.  Now  that  the  contract  system 
has  passed  away,  in  the  process  of  evolution,  this  seemed  to  me  a 
possible  way  by  which  the  government  and  the  missionary  processes 
might  go  together  without  any  union  of  church  and  State.  The 
agent  was  favorable  to  the  missionary.     The  school  was  prosperous. 
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as  the  Sunday-school  and  the  evening  services  were.  Mr.  Burgess 
goes  out  during  the  week  to  the  camps  and  preaches  to  the  people 
by  an  interpreter.  He  commands  the  respect  of  the  people  at  the 
post,  and  of  the  Indians.  He  came  from  Scotland  originally.  He 
studied  for  three  years  in  the  Moody  Institute  in  Chicago  to  prepare 
himself  for  this  work. 

Dr.  James  M.  King.  —  As  the  representative  of  "The  National 
League  for  the  Protection  of  American  Institutions,"  I  wish  to 
make  a  brief  report  with  reference  to  educational  matters,  so  far  as 
the  action  of  Congress  is  concerned. 

This  Conference  has  taken  step  after  step  until,  two  years  ago,  it 
asked  all  the  religious  organizations  to  withdraw  every  application 
for  government  money  for  Indian  education.  All  the  denominations 
withdrew  by  the  action  of  their  highest  legislative  bodies  except  the 
Roman  Catholic.  The  same  appeal  was  made  to  them  and  in  pre- 
cisely the  same  phraseology,  and  a  very  interesting  discussion  in 
good  temper  took  place  between  the  authorities  of  that  Church  and 
those  making  the  appeal. 

This  is  the  final  action  taken  on  the  Indian  Appropriation  Bill  at 
the  first  session  of  the  Fifty-fourth  Congress :  The  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, by  a  vote  of  93  to  64,  provided  for  the  immediate  discon- 
tinuance of  all  appropriations  for  sectarian  Indian  education.  This 
met  with  opposition  in  the  Senate,  and,  as  the  result  of  repeated  con- 
ferences, the  following  became  a  part  of  the  bill. 

And  it  is  hereby  declared  to  be  the  settled  policy  of  the  government  to  here- 
after make  no  appropriations  whatever  for  education  in  any  sectarian  school :  Pro- 
vided, that  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  may  make  contracts  with  contract  schools, 
apportioning,  as  near  as  may  be,  the  amount  so  contracted  for  among  schools  of 
various  denominations  for  the  education  of  Indian  pupils  during  the  fiscal  year 
1897,  but  shall  only  make  such  contracts  at  places  where  non-sectarian  schools 
cannot  be  provided  for  such  Indian  children,  and  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  50 
p>er  cent  of  the  amount  so  used  for  the  fiscal  year  1895. 

This  work,  initiated  by  "  The  National  League  for  the  Protection 
of  American  Institutions,''  and  largely  carried  on  for  six  years  by 
this  Conference,  has  finally  reached  this  stage.  I  want  to  say  a 
single  word  of  exhortation  in  view  of  the  results  here  secured.  The 
appeals  that  were  made  last  night,  and  especially  by  the  president 
of  Hampton,  ought  to  be  taken  to  heart  by  all  Christian  people  and 
Christian  organizations ;  and  if  the  Christianising  influence  is  to  be 
extended,  hand  in  hand  with  the  educational  efforts,  it  must  be  the 
result  of  the  private  contributions  from  those  who  believe  that  the 
Indian  must  be  Christianized  as  well  as  educated.  Personally,  I 
want  to  express  my  gratitude  for  the  unanimity  with  which  this  step 
has  been  taken  by  the  different  religious  organizations.  I  want  to 
say  also  that  since  this  movement  began,  sectarian  appropriations 
have  been  prohibited  in  the  Constitutions  of  every  new  State  admit- 
ted into  the  Union ;  and  a  number  of,  the  older  States,  in  revising 
their  Constitutions,  have  inserted  such  provisions,  so  that  now 
twenty-six  of  the  forty-five  States  have  in  their  organic  law  declared 
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against  the  practice.  Forty-two  of  the  States  have  Constitutional 
provisions  protecting  the  school  funds  against  sectarian  aggressions. 
It  is  believed  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  remaining 
States  will  make  such  provisions,  and  when  the  proposed  Sixteenth 
Amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  will  become  a 
part  of  the  organic  law  of  the  land. 

General  Eaton  was  asked  to  speak  on  education  in  Alaska. 

Gen.  Eaton. —  The  report  of  education  in  Alaska  shows  decided 
progress,  although  the  government  has  not  advanced  the  appropria- 
tions that  are  necessary.  They  have  i,o88  pupils  in  the  govern- 
ment schools.  They  have  had  great  difficulty  in  keeping  the  appro- 
priations up  where  they  were  before,  and  it  is  especially  necessary  to 
have  pressure  brought  to  bear  on  the  members  of  Congress  to  secure 
the  needful  appropriation.  Dr.  Jackson,  who  usually  reports  to  us 
from  Alaska,  has  been  detained  or  he  would  have  been  here  with  his 
annual  suggestions. 

The  reindeer  herds  have  increased  and  they  have  now  four 
stations.  The  plan  is  to  create  two  permanent  places  where  they 
will  gather  reindeer  and  train  the  herders,  and  from  these  places 
they  will  send  out,  as  they  have  already  begun  to  do,  to  other  stations 
the  products  of  these  herds.  Some  of  the  missionary  stations  are 
now  receiving  benefit  in  this  direction.  You  see  the  common  sense 
in  this  movement.  It  lies  behind  all  possible  development  for  that 
region  of  country.  We  must  learn  the  lesson  of  Northern  Europe  in 
this  direction.  This  plan  needs  your  co-operation  and  help.  If  it 
is  carried  out  as  Dr.  Harris  and  Dr.  Jackson  planned  it,  it  will  fur- 
nish a  means  of  support  for  people  all  over  that  region. 

It  should  be  said  that  Dr.  Jackson  tells  in  a  private  letter  of  find- 
ing the  people  at  one  of  the  mission  stations  at  the  point  of  starva- 
tion, but  he  was  able  to  furnish  supplies  until  their  own  came.  The 
general  work  of  education  there  demands  your  attention.  Dr. 
Harris  has  asked  advanced  appropriations  for  it :  instead  of  that  they 
have  cut  down  the  appropriations.  If  you  will  sustain  the  Bureau 
of  Education  these  people  can  not  only  be  made  self-supporting,  but 
they  will  be  of  benefit  to  commerce  and  civilization.  The  great 
demands  of  humanity  and  Christianity  will  be  met,  and  at  the  same 
time  there  will  be  a  contribution  to  the  commerce  of  the  world. 

I  was  greatly  interested  last  evening  in  listening  to  the  results  in 
those  things  that  we  were  struggling  over  years  and  years  ago. 
I  cannot  tell  how  my  heart  swelled  with  gratitude  when  Bishop 
Whipple  put  before  you  the  commendation  of  Mr.  K  P.  Smith.  He 
was  in  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  when  I  was  in  the  Bureau  of 
Education,  and  I  suppose  I  knew  more  about  his  troubles  than  any 
other  man  in  the  public  service,  and  I  have  always  felt  the  injustice 
done  him ;  and  in  a  certain  sense  I  had  to  suffer  with  him.  I  hap- 
pened to  be  present  with  the  Secretary  when  one  of  those  assaults 
was  made  upon  Mr.  Smith,  and  because  I  had  the  means  of  witness- 
ing to  the  truth  I  was  pursued  not  only  in  public  but  in  private. 
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The  animus  of  that  assault  cannot  be  known  or  cannot  be  stated 
here ;  but  it  becomes  us  all,  each  in  his  place,  to  understand  the  facts 
in  such  matters,  and,  when  a  public  officer  is  unjustly  assaulted,  to  be 
able  to  defend  him.  Mr.  Smith  was  one  of  the  purest  and  most  de- 
voted men  we  have  ever  had.     I  was  glad  to  stand  by  him. 

Sometimes  it  is  said  that  there  is  no  longer  need  of  going  to 
Mohonk,  that  the  Indians  are  now  getting  on  by  themselves.  One 
of  the  greatest  statesmen  I  ever  knew  once  said  that  it  was  impor- 
tant to  keep  before  the  people  aspirations.  When  I  listened  to  the 
excellent  report  on  education  I  had  this  feeling, —  that  there  was  now 
before  us  a  clear  enough  view  of  what  is  yet  to  be  done.  All  of  the 
Indian  youth  are  not  yet  in  the  schools,  but  there  is  still  need  for 
this  Conference  to  hold  up  aspirations  before  itself  and  before 
Congress. 

Senator  Dawes. —  Can  General  Eaton  tell  us  the  legal  status  of 
Mr.  Duncan's  settlement  on  Annetta  Island  ? 

Gen.  Eaton. —  The  island  is  held  on  the  communistic  plan,  and  he 
may  be  said  to  be  the  chief  of  the  tribe.  He  has  done  a  most  won- 
derful work  there,  but  there  are  no  personal  rights  except  the  occu- 
pancy of  the  houses,  and  they  are  having  difficulty  already  over  the 
invasion  of  miners.  Certain  minerals  have  been  found  on  the  island, 
and  Mr.  Duncan  has  been  trying  to  secure  protection  in  Washington. 

Senator  Dawes. —  Mr.  Duncan,  then,  had  merely  permission  to 
occupy  the  island. 

Gen.  Eaton. —  Yes. 

Senator  Dawes. —  The  trouble  is  that  the  moment  the  gold  miners 
appeared  there,  there  was  danger  that  the  miners  would  oust  him. 
I  do  not  understand,  unless  some  change  has  been  made,  that  he  has 
anything  more  than  permission  to  occupy  that  island. 

Mrs.  Eldridge. —  Are  there  not  men  appointed  by  the  government 
whose  business  it  is  to  ferret  out  the  whiskey  cases  on  the  reserva- 
tions and  prosecute  them  ?  I  thought  we  had  at  one  time  a  man 
appointed  by  thp  Department  of  Justice.  I  should  like  to  know 
certainly  about  this  because  it  will  make  some  difference  in  our 
work. 

Miss  Collins. —  Is  not  the  Indian  agent  authorized  to  do  it  ^  It 
is  so  with  us.  He  takes  every  means  to  ferret  out  the  cases,  and  I 
have  seen  cases  where  men  have  been  arrested  and  tried  who  are 
now  in  prison. 

Mr.  Smiley. —  The  agent  does  it  in  California. 

Dr.  Foster,  Secretary  for  New  England  of  the  American  Sunday- 
school  Union. —  The  American  Sunday-school  Union  has  been 
doing  a  large  work  among  the  Indians  for  years.  This  is  a  Sabbath- 
school  organization  working  on  undenominational  lines.  One  of  its 
superintendents,  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  William  P.  Paxton,  with  his  mis- 
sionaries, has  organized  over  one  hundred  schools  among  the  Ind- 
ians in  the  Indian  Territory.  This  is  a  great  work  and  is  deserving 
of    recognition.     It    is    conducted   in   this    way.     Missionaries   go 
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out  and  find  one  or  two  Christian  people  who  are  willing  to  support 
and  manage  a  school,  and  then  bring  together  the  children  and 
organize  a  school.  Thus,  in  a  quiet  and  effective  way,  a  missionary 
work  is  set  in  motion  and  carried  on.  Of  course  this  is  not  feasi- 
ble where  the  Indians  are  still  heathen  and  apart  from  Christian 
influences  ;  but  where  they  have  been  touched  by  the  gospel,  or  where 
there  are  Christian  workers  among  them,  it  can  be  done  successfully. 
We  have  come  to  a  point  in  our  experience  among  the  Indians  where 
there  would  seem  to  be  an  opportunity  for  larger  work  of  this  kind. 
There  are  many  Christian  Indians  scattered  through  the  tribes  who 
have  been  educated  in  Eastern  schools  and  they  have  carried  back 
with  them  more  or  less  gospel  conviction  and  purpose,  and  it  would 
encourage  their  own  Christian  life  and  purpose  if  they  were  to 
undertake  such  work  as  this.  If  money  could  be  secured  for  the 
support  of  a  missionary  of  suitable  character,  an  Indian  if  possible, 
the  American  Sunday-school  Union  would  be  glad  to  send  him  out 
to  start  union  Sunday-schools  in  places  where  there  is  no  missionary 
work  carried  on  at  present.  In  this  way  great  good  could  unques- 
tionably be  done  where  nothing  else  would  be  likely  to  be  so 
effective. 

Mr.  Shelton. —  The  Indian  policemen  have  been  spoken  of.  It 
was  my  privilege  when  I  was  on  the  reservation  to  see  them  in  the 
experimental  stage.  We  do  not  realize  what  it  means  to  be  an 
Indian  policeman,  to  be  clothed  with  the  authority  that  they  have,  to 
be  sent  out  thirty,  forty,  perhaps  sixty  or  seventy  miles  without  any 
support  of  any  kind  to  enforce  law  and  keep  order.  I  think  that 
every  agent  I  have  ever  asked  has  spoken  well  of  them.  I  have  in- 
quired, "  Did  you  ever  know  an  Indian  policeman  who  abused  his 
authority  ? "  The  answer  would  be,  **  Never.'^  "  Did  you  ever  know 
one  to  make  unwise  use  of  his  arms } "  "  Never."  "  Isn*t  it  a  little 
dangerous  to  give  a  man  such  authority  as  he  has  with  his  small 
amount  of  education,  to  give  him  arms  and  send  him  out  with  so 
much  responsibility?  Isn't  there  danger  that  he  may  make  a  per- 
sonal use  of  it  ? "  I  have  never  found  an  agent  who  knew  of  any 
such  case.  I  think  this  ought  to  be  known  and  put  on  record  in  be- 
half of  the  Indian  police.  It  is  a  tribute  to  the  Indian  character.  It 
is  a  proof  of  the  strong  manhood  and  self-contained  power  of  the 
Indian  that  we  should  recognize.  In  that  most  unfortunate  attempt 
to  arrest  Sitting  Bull,  when  the  policeman  received  the  order  to  make 
the  arrest  he  started  out  having  first  bade  good-by  to  his  family  and 
friends,  assuring  them  that  he  might  be  going  to  certain  death  and 
yet  not  hesitating  for  a  moment  to  carry  out  the  instructions  of  the 
government  and  the  fulfilment  of  that  which  he  had  sworn  to  uphold. 
I  wanted  to  say  these  words  for  the  Indian  policemen. 

Mr.  Ryder. —  I  have  here  a  preamble  and  resolutions  drawn  up  by 
the  Indians  with  the  purpose  of  sending  them  to  the  Commissioner 
of  Indian  Affairs.  A  copy  is  now  in  his  hands.  I  want  to  read 
them,  and  move  that  they  be  referred  to  the  Business  Committee. 
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Oaiie,  S.D.,  May  28,  1896^ 
H«>N.  D.  M.  Brownin(;,  Commissioner  Indian  Affairs: 

Dear  Sir^ — The  Mission  Council  of  the  Dakota  Mission,  representing  the  Indian 
work  of  the  American  Missionary  Association,  at  their  annual  meeting  at  Oahe^ 
S.I).,  desire  to  express  their  conviction  of  the  importance  of  a  better  regulation  of 
the  marital  relations  of  the  Indian  people.  As  the  home  is  of  more  importance 
than  the  land  on  which  it  is,  so  laws  governing  the  formation  and  continuance  of 
homes  are  more  important  than  those  concerning  land.  This  matter  is  too  im- 
portant to  be  left  to  the  individual  judgment  of  an  Indian  agent,  however  wise. 
We  think  the  Indian  Department  should  make  and  send  out  to  its  agents  the 
proper  instructions,  thus  making  the  rules  uniform  and  impressing  upon  the  agents 
and  the  Indian  communities  more  strongly  the  importance  of  right  marriage  rela- 
tions. There  has  existed  a  want  of  uniformity  in  dealing  with  different  parties  on 
the  same  agency ;  and  Indians  in  improper  relations  and  of  immoral  character  have 
been  allowed  to  hold  positions  under  government  to  the  discredit  of  the  service  and 
the  injury  of  the  community. 

We  believe  that  Indians  should  come  as  soon  as  practicable  under  the  marriage 
laws  of  the  State  in  which  they  live,  but  in  many  cases  this  cannot  yet  be  done. 
Meanwhile,  for  the  transitional  period,  we  would  suggest  that  the  Def>artment 
make  regulations  which  shall  include  the  following :  — 

1 .  That  Indian  agents  conform  as  nearly  as  possible  to  the  law  of  the  State  ir> 
which  their  Indians  reside  in  dealing  with  matters  of  marriage  and  divorce  a^iong 
them. 

2.  That  the  system  of  granting  licenses  for  and  making  a  record  of  every  ntar- 
riage  already  instituted  on  some  agencies  be  uniformly  carried  out  in  all  where 
Indians  are  not  yet  under  State  laws. 

3.  That  the  process  of  divorce  in  case  of  those  who  have  been  married  in  ac- 
cordance with  Indian  custom,  where  necessary  as  a  last  resort,  be  deliberate. 
That  six  months  intervene  before  final  action,  and  at  least  a  year  before  remarriage 
of  guilty  parties. 

4.  That  no  polygamist,  nor  licentious  person,  nor  one  not  legally  married,  be 
allowed  to  hold  any  office  under  the  government  in  the  Indian  service. 

Respectfully  yours, 

(Signed  by)  J.  G.  Burgess,  Moderator, 

P.  W.  Reed,  Secretary^ 

/'    f    o   J       XT        \'     1  of  Indian  Council. 

C.  J.  Ryder,  New  York.  -' 

Dr.  Frissell.  —  For  a  number  of  years  we  have  had  New  York 
Indians  at  Hampton.  Captain  Pratt  has  had  a  number,  and  we 
have  felt  that  good  resulted  from  this.  The  government  at  Wash- 
ington has  refused  permission  to  Captain  Pratt  and  to  us  to  receive 
more  of  the  New  York  Indians,  on  the  ground  that  when  they  spoke 
to  the  authorities  of  the  State  the  answer  was  that  New  York  could 
take  care  of  its  own  Indians.  The  truth  is  that  .New  York  doesn't 
do  it.  These  Indians  who  are  surrounded  by  our  civilization  need 
the  help  that  we  can  give  them,  and  we  think  it  would  be  a  good 
thing  for  the  government  to  allow  them  to  come  to  Captain  Pratt 
and  to  us.  I  should  be  glad  to  have  this  Conference  express  itself 
on  this  subject. 

Miss  Collins.  —  The  foreigner  who  tried  to  eat  an  orange  by 
biting  through  the  skin  did  not  like  it.  He  did  not  know  what  was 
inside;  and  those  of  you  who  know  the  Indian  only  from  the  outside 
are  in  much  the  same  condition.  You  do  not  know  the  real  Indian. 
I  am  speaking  of  the  Sioux. 

My  work  has  been  largely  missionary  work  among  the  Sioux. 
When  I  was  sent  out  I  used  to  go  from  house  to  house  and  read  a 
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passage  and  pray  and  sing  with  them,  and  thought  that  was  mission- 
ary work.  But  I  find  that  we  have  to  begin  at  the  very  bottom,  on 
the  dirt  floor.  We  find  the  people  in  their  tents,  and  in  a  great 
many  cases  knowing  nothing  about  a  higher  civilized  life.  They 
know  only  that  they  are  hungry ;  and,  if  it  is  possible  to  get  some- 
thing to  eat,  they  will.  They  also  know  that  there  is  a  life  outside 
of  the  reservation,  for  some  have  seen  it ;  but  a  great  many  cannot 
understand  it.  We  must  bring  this  great  outside  world  to  their 
knowledge.  We  must  bring  into  their  homes  higher  ideals  of  the 
duties  of  the  wife  and  mother  and  father  and  sister  and  husband  and 
brother.  We  must  teach  the  woman  who  has  a  husband  with  a 
quick  temper,  and  who  is  apt  to  speak  harshly  when  he  goes  home 
hungry,  that  if  she  is  quick  to  say  something  sharp  in  return,  it  will 
be  much  better  to  have  his  supper  ready  for  him ;  that  is  the  best 
thing  to  have  awaiting  his  return  home.  That  is  missionary  work, 
one  part  of  the  gospel  teaching  which  goes  into  the  daily  life.  But 
it  is  beautiful  to  see  in  the  best  Indian  homes  the  courtesy  and  dig- 
nity and  fine  manners  of  these  people.  An  Indian  child  is  taught 
from  infancy  that  he  is  a  child.  They  have  not  come  up  to  the 
latter-day  doctrine  that  the  children  are  the  kings  and  queens  of  the 
home.  The  children  stand  back  and  the  father  and  mother  come 
forward.  In  an  Indian  home  the  little  child  is  taught  to  be  polite  to 
his  elders  always.  One  morning  when  going  past  the  chapel  I  saw 
an  Indian  chief,  Grindstone  by  name,  passing  by,  when  a  little  boy 
of  seven  or  eight  years  of  age,  who  had  been  in  the  day-school  a  lit- 
tle while  and  was  beginning  to  be  civilized,  called  out  in  a  free  and 
easy  way  to'him,  "  Hollo  !'*  and  the  old  man  stopped  and  said,  "  My 
grandchild,  what  right  have  you  to  speak  to  an  elder  person  until 
he  speaks  to  you  first  ?  '*  That  is  the  way  the  children  are  trained. 
The  Indians  easily  believe  in  the  gospel  of  Christ.  They  have 
themselves  no  God  of  love,  yet  there  are  people  who  say  to  me,  "  Is 
it  worth  while  to  go  among  these  people,  who  have  such  beautiful 
characters  and  who  already  believe  in  the  Great  Spirit,  to  do  mis- 
sionary work  ? " 

My  friends,  did  you  ever  realize  that  the  Indians  have  no  God 
of  love ;  that  the  Great  Spirit  simply  means  to  them  the  Great  Un- 
known ;  that  they  offer  sacrifices,  not  to  gods  made  with  men's 
hands,  but  to  the  sun,  moon  and  stars,  the  trees  and  the  waters;  that 
they  bow  down  to  stones  and  call  them  grandfather,  that  they  may 
propitiate  them,  that  they  may  prevent  sorrow  and  death  and  danger? 
And  when  we  hear  of  that  wonderful  maize  dance,  what  does  it 
mean?  It  is  that  the  Indian  feels  that  he  must  make  gifts  to  the 
gods  so  that  his  crops  may  not  be  destroyed,  that  he  shall  not  stance; 
and<|what  does  the  sun-dance  mean  ?  It  means  that  they  may  sacri- 
fice their  own  bodies  that  they  may  propitiate  the  gods.  For  this 
reason  they  cut  their  flesh  and  dance  round  the  pole  from  the  rising 
to  the  setting  of  the  sun.  And  if  they  do  not  fail,  they  consider  that 
they  are  the  favorites  of  the  gods.  Do  not  such  people  need  the  lov- 
ing gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  ?  When  they  hear  of  the  sorrow  of  our 
Saviour's  life  on  earth,  when  they  hear  of  his  suffering  and  death,  it 
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brings  tears  to. their  eyes  and  many  are  ready  to  accept  that  gospel, 
because  God  so  loved  them. 

I  have  here  a  medal  which  comes  from  an  old  Indian  man  nearly 
ninety  years  old,  who  said  to  me  when  he  was  dying,  "  Take  this, 
Winona,"  —  the  name  by  which  the  Indians  call  me.  (These  medals 
were  given  to  Indians  who  were  loyal  to  the  government  during  the 
times  of  trouble,  and  those  who  rescued  white  prisoners).  He  said, 
"  I  have  kept  it  all  these  years.  Now  I  am  dying,  I  am  going  to 
leave  my  old  wife,  and  I  have  no  children.  There  is  no  one  to  take 
care  of  her.  I  have  kept  this  medal  because  the  Great  Father  gave 
it  to  me.  I  do  not  know  what  it  means,  but  I  think  perhaps  it 
means  that  when  I  am  no  longer  here  the  Great  Father  will  take 
care  of  my  wife,  and  I  wanted  to  show  it  to  him  and  tell  him  that  I 
prized  it." 

It  is  sometimes  said  that  the  old  people  are  not  worth  trying  to 
save.  "  Let  us  take  the  boys  and  girls  and  educate  and  care  for  them, 
and  let  the  old  Indians  die."  Dear  old  Wounded  Head,  a  man  who 
had  fought  many  battles  against  his  enemies  and  who  knew  nothing 
of  Jesus  Christ  until  within  a  few  years,  when  he  was  over  seventy 
came  into  my  house  one  day  trembling  and  weak,  and  I  gave  him  a 
lunch  for  him  and  his  wife ;  and,  when  they  sat  down  to  eat,  I  left 
them  alone,  thinking  they  would  rather  eat  by  themselves..  When  I 
went  back  they  had  not  eaten,  and  I  said,  "Why  do  you  not  eat?" 
He  said,  "  We  do  not  know  how  to  pray,  and  we  know  that  Chris- 
tians ask  a  blessing,  and  we  should  like  to  have  you  bless  the  food." 
So  I  asked  the  blessing,  and  they  ate.  His  hand  had  been  wounded, 
and,  though  I  am  not  a  surgeon,  I  bandaged  it  as  well  as  I  could. 
He  lived  six  miles  from  me,  and  when  he  was  sick  I  would  go  to 
visit  him.  One  day  he  said,  "  When  you  do  not  come  to  see  us  it  is 
as  if  the  darkness  closed  in  about  us."  It  was  not  I  who  was  light 
to  him,  but  it  was  the  gospel  which  I  carried.  I  read  to  him  of  that 
land  where  there  would  be  no  more  hunger  and  no  more  thirst.  He 
said  :  "  Read  that  chapter  again.  Tell  us  again  of  that  land  where 
there  are  clear  waters  and  beautiful  trees  and  fruits."  You  who 
live  in  this  part  of  the  country  do  not  know  what  it  means  to  think 
of  a  land  where  there  is  always  clear  water  and  where  there  are  trees 
and  fruits.     We  in  dry  and  barren  Dakota  understand  it. 

There  are  many  of  these  old  people  for  whom  the  darkness  has 
fled  away  and  to  whom  the  light  has  come  in  these  last  days,  and 
their  influence  is  wonderful  over  the  young  people. 

It  has  been  asked  why  it  is  that  in  the  last  few  years  the  Omahas 
and  Winnebagoes  and  some  other  tribes  have  gone  back  to  the  old- 
time  dance.  One  cause  of  this  return  is  because  our  Indians  have 
been  allowed  to  go  into  shows  to  exhibit  the  old  savage  ways.  The 
white  people  like  to  look  at  them,  and  these  things  ought  not  to  be 
allowed.  Those  Indians  who  have  been  exhibiting  their  savage  life 
are  going  back  to  the  old  customs  in  every  single  case. 

We  have  a  work  to  do  as  Christians.  Every  denomination  repre- 
sented here  should  have  missionaries  somewhere  among  the  Indians 
and  should  see  that  these  missionaries  are  furnished  with  money  to 
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carry  out  their  work.  If  we  do  our  duty  the  work  will  grow,  but  we 
must  have  the  church  back  of  us.  And  the  churches  must  do  their 
missionary  work  themselves  and  not  ask  the  government  to  pay  the 
expenses. 

We  have  all  we  can  do  to  direct  the  Indian  wisely  on  the  reserva- 
tion because  of  a  great  many  questions  that  come  up.  It  has  been 
my  policy  never  to  antagonize  the  agent  or  any  government  em- 
ployee. I  think  it  far  better  that  our  Indians  should  suffer  >%Tong 
rather  than  be  led  to  constantly  think  of  their  wrongs.  It  is  bad  for 
them  to  dwell  on  these  wrongs.  When  an  Indian  comes  and  tells 
me  that  he  has  been  insulted  by  an  employee,  I  say,  "  That  may  be 
true,  but  don't  you  know  that  in  our  line  of  work  we  are  trying  to 
help  you  up  into  a  position  so  that  by  and  by  you  will  not  need  an 
agent  ?  You  are  going  to  be  able  to  take  care  of  yourselves,  and  we 
will  not  waste  our  time  and  strength  in  quarrelling  about  what  the 
employees  at  the  agency  do.  We  will  learn  and  study  and  work 
for  the  uplifting  of  our  people  so  that  we  may  not  have  these  em- 
ployees but  can  take  care  of  ourselves.  We  must  learn  to  be  men 
and  stand  alone." 

I  have  never  antagonized  the  school  superintendent,  or  the 
teachers  employed  on  the  reservation.  I  have  stood  by  them  as  far 
as  I  could,  and  when  I  cannot  defend  them  conscientiously  I  keep 
still.  And  yet  I  have  no  doubt  that  I  have  often  been  spoken  of  as 
that  meddlesome  missionary  who  ought  to  be  sent  off  from  the 
reservation. 

In  regard  to  the  election  of  judges  of  police  courts,  instead  of 
appointing  them,  it  might  be  worse  than  it  is  now ;  we  might  become 
civilized  enough  to  be  bought  up,  and  something  worse  might  come 
of  it.  But  it  does  not  seem  that  it  could  be  worse  than  it  is  now, 
and  it  might  be  better. 

As  to  the  superintendence  of  schools.  Dr.  Hailmann  could  be 
general  superintendent  and  the  agency  superintendents  be  responsi- 
ble to  him.  I  think  Dr.  Hailmann  is  doing  excellent  work.  I  be- 
lieve that  he  is  a  Christian  man  and  that  he  is  interested  in  the 
Christian  work  of  the  missionaries.  I  only  spoke  of  having  a  super- 
intendent on  the  reservation  because  we  have  a  condition  of  things 
there  which  a  man  in  Washington  cannot  understand  and  cannot 
look  into  from  such  a  distance. 

Mr.  Smiley. —  It  is  very  evident  that  Miss  Collins  has  had  a  great 
deal  of  experience  with  the  different  traits  of  Indian  character.  I 
should  like  to  ask  about  their  honesty,  for  instance. 

Miss  Collins. —  Recently  I  had  a  talk  with  one  of  the  traders. 
He  is  a  good  friend  of  the  Indians,  but  is  not  at  all .  sentimental. 
I  said  to  him,  "  What  do  you  think  of  the  honesty  of  the  Indian  in 
settling  his  accounts  in  the  store  t  "  He  said,  **  Just  before  the  time 
that  the  Sioux  were  to  receive  the  money  payment  which  the 
government  has  begun,  in  payment  for  the  ponies  which  the  govern- 
ment had  taken  away  from  them,  that  were  shot  in  the  Custer  battle, 
I  trusted  those  Indians  to  the  amount  of  about  thirty  thousand 
dollars,  and  carried  it  on  my  books.     After  the   Indians  received 
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their  money  I  did  not  lose  a  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  on  the  whole 
transaction,  and  that  I  lost  from  a  half  breed  who  did  not  live  on 
the  reservation."  The  Indian  is  an  honest  man.  There  is  nothing 
he  dislikes  so  much  as  to  be  considered  dishonest.  A  man  rarely 
steals  anything.  If  a  boy  does,  he  brings  disgrace  on  himself. 
I  remember  one  case  when  a  boy  saw  a  bright  towel  on  my  window 
and  carried  it  home,  and  the  mother  came  back,  and  the  child 
carried  the  towel.  The  boy  was  trembling  and  frightened,  and  the 
mother  said,  "  Here  is  my  boy.  He  stole  a  towel  out  of  your  win- 
dow and  I  have  made  him  bring  it  back.  I  do  not  want  to  bring  up 
a  boy  like  an  old  woman  who  will  steal."  I  must  say  that  our  civil- 
ization in  some  respects  will  do  away  with  a  part  of  this  old  feeling. 
It  is  a  hard  thing  to  say,  but  when  they  deal  with  many  men  who  are 
constantly  dishonest  and  try  to  rob  them  they  will  learn  dishonesty. 
They  will  learn  that  the  white  man  does  not  expect  every  man  to  be 
honest.  The  Indian  is  far  from  perfect,  but  he  has  the  making  of 
a  manly  man  in  him. 

As  to  his  religion,  the  Indian  is  naturally  a  very  religious  man. 
All  their  dances  are  religious  dances.  The  smoking  of  the  peace 
pipe  is  a  religious  act.  The  tobacco  and  willow  bark  are  prepared 
in  the  centre  of  the  room  on  a  clean  spot,  and  there  is  one  appointed 
to  fill  this  pipe,  and  that  one  must  have  clean  hands  and  pure  heart. 
The  pipe  is  filled  and  handed  to  the  guest  of  the  house.  It  is 
lifted  with  a  motion  to  the  four  winds.  That  is  a  prayer.  It  is 
smoked  a  little  by  each  one  and  is  then  laid  down.  It  is  worship. 
You  never  see  an  Indian  with  a  pipe  or  cigar  in  his  mouth  till  he 
learns  it  from  white  men,  never.  An  old-time  Indian  does  not  care 
so  much  for  tobacco  as  you  think.  He  cultivates  a  taste  for  it  as 
he  becomes  civilized. 

If  a  man  makes  a  vow  he  keeps  it.  There  is  on  record  one  man 
who  made  a  vow  and  failed  to  keep  it.  He  had  a  brother-in-law 
very  sick,  and  he  vowed  that  if  he  got  well  he  would  never  again  eat 
wild  turnip ;  and  his  brother  recovered.  He  kept  his  vow  for  many 
years ;  and  then  he  failed  to  find  game  and  was  almost  starving,  and 
there  was  nothing  to  eat.  Finally,  forced  by  hunger,  he  took  wild 
turnip,  and  from  that  time  whenever  he  pulled  up  tipisini  it  turned 
into  a  ghost  of  a  turnip.  And  they  say,  "  You  see  what  would  hap- 
pen to  our  people  if  they  should  break  their  vows." 

The  love  of  Indian  parents  has  been  spoken  of.  Just  as  I  came 
away  from  home  I  was  travelling  over  the  prairie  and  met  a  man 
and  his  wife,  and  they  seemed  to  me  very  sad.  There  was  no  smile 
when  they  met  me.  I  asked  what  was  the  trouble ;  and  they  said, 
"  Our  only  little  baby  is  lying  in  the  box  in  the  wagon.  We  have 
been  visiting  friends  and  it  died."  And  they  were  travelling  eight 
days  and  nights  to  carry  this  little  body  to  bury  it  at  home.  They 
do  love  their  children.  One  of  our  young  men,  when  his  child  died, 
walked  for  many,  many  miles  with  the  dead  body  of  his  baby  on 
his  back,  to  carry  it  to  the  reservation  for  burial.  There  is  nothing 
to  me  more  beautiful  than  the  love  of  the  Indian  father  and  mother 
for  their  children.     They  never  correct  a  child.     They  never  punish 
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or  strike  a  child.  I  have  never  known  a  father  or  mother  to  whip  a 
child,  or  give  any  kind  of  corporal  punishment,  but  the  children  are 
expected  to  obey.  They  are  expected  to  be  manly,  and  the  ver)' 
worst  thing  I  have  ever  heard  a  father  or  mother  say  when  provoked 
was,  **  You  are  very  unmanly.*'  There  is  no  way  of  scolding  the 
children  in  Dakota,  or  of  swearing  at  them,  and  they  never  would 
raise  an  arm  to  strike  a  child ;  yet  we  have  obedience  in  the  home, 
and  the  children  pay  the  parents  the  most  loyal  respect.  I  never 
heard  an  Indian  child  call  its  father  or  mother  by  any  nickname, 
not  even  ** governor."  They  always  speak  of  them  as  "my  father," 
**  my  mother."  And  fn  the  presence  of  the  children  no  one  ever 
speaks  the  name  of  the  father  or  mother  to  him.  If,  for  instance, 
the  child's  name  is  *•  Many  Buffaloes,"  you  must  say  "  Many  Buf- 
faloes' father  and  mother."  When  I  was  new  to  the  work  and  did 
not  understand  this,  one  of  the  children  was  once  crying,  and  I  said, 
*'  What  is  the  matter,  what  are*  you  crying  about  .^"  And  he  said 
**  George  Grindstone  said  my  father's  name  right  before  me."  It 
was  a  terrible  insult  to  him.  There  are  many  such  things  that  we 
do  not  understand,  but  the  children  are  brought  up  strictly  and  are 
taught  to  obey  all  of  these  rules. 

Let  us  save  all  this  respect  if  possible.  It  seems  to  me  that  in 
our  government  schools,  and  in  mission  schools,  too,  there  is  a  great 
mistake  in  compelling  the  little  girls  to  speak  too  loud  at  the  first 
start.  It  is  very  mortifying  to  them.  There  is  no  higher  compli- 
ment that  you  can  pay  to  an  Indian  girl  than  to  say,  "She  is  a  good 
girl,  she  is  very  wise,  and  she  never  says  anything." 

Mr.  Jenkins. —  Do  you  speak  of  Indians  in  general  or  only  of  the 
Sioux  ? 

Miss  Collins. —  I  am  speaking  of  the  Sioux.  I  have  been  among 
them  twenty-one  years. 

Question. —  Do  you  need  any  locks  to  prevent  stealing? 

Miss  Collins. —  I  have  never  had  anything  stolen.  I  lock  my 
door  for  the  reason  that  the  Indian  has  grown  up  without  doors,  and 
he  has  no  idea  of  knocking  at  any  one's  house ;  it  is  not  always 
pleasant  to  have  them  walking  into  your  house  without  your  know- 
ing anything  about  it. 

Question. —  Is  there  not  a  law  that  beef  shall  be  issued  to  the 
Indians  from  the  block } 

Miss  Collins. —  The  beef  is  butchered  by  the  Indians  and  not 
issued  from  the  block. 

Question. —  Could  not  the  use  of  soap  be  encouraged  by  the  field 
matrons  ?  Or  could  not  the  field  matron  have  the  power  given  to 
her  to  distribute  soap  ? 

Miss  Collins. —  She  can  and  does  encourage  its  use.  If  things 
work  smoothly  on  a  reservation,  there  is  no  trouble.  The  agent  will 
respect  the  field  matron's  wishes  in  this  resi>ect  and  issue  soap 
where  the  field  matron  thinks  it  will  be  used.  But  all  agents  are  not 
so  wise,  and  soap  is  often  given  to  non-progressive  families  and  not 
to  progressive  ones  who  need  it  and  would  use  it.     Many  agents  do 
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not   wish  to  have  suggestions  made  to  them,  for  is  not  ; 
agency  a  little  monarchy  ? 

Dr.  Henry  Hopkins.  —  Something  was  said  last  night  ( 
couragements  which  come  from  the  lapsing  of  pupils  who  1 
back  from  the  schools  in  the  East.  It  occurred  to  me 
Indian  is  not  the  only  man  who  comes  under  this  law  of  th 
of  type.  It  is. true,  I  believe,  that  the  English  lord  and  the 
graduate  are  the  most  desperate  kind  of  cowboys  in  the  \ 
as  a  rule,  are  generally  a  pretty  clever  and  good  sort  of  fe 
the  Indian  does  sometimes  go  back  to  his  old  surroun< 
become  worse  than  he  was  before,  it  is  only  a  part  of  th< 
ment  of  our  universal  human  nature.  I  remember  to  h 
that  General  Miles  said  of  Sitting  Bull,  after  he  had  had 
view  with  him  under  a  flag  of  truce,  when  the  old  chief  ha 
sand  armed  warriors  behind  him,  that  Sitting  Bull  w; 
religious  man.  He  said  that  in  the  interview  he  raised  h 
heaven  and  said,  **God  Almighty  made  me  an  Indian,  bi 
not  make  me  an  agency  Indian,  and  I  do  not  intend  to  be 
think  we  all  applaud  that  sentiment.  The  average  idle  Inc 
average  Indian  agency  is  certainly  not  a  person  to  be  ei 
any  of  us  would  prefer  to  be  Sitting  Bull  with  a  thousa: 
behind  him,  rather  than  be  that  kind  of  an  Indian.  It  see 
we  need  to  make  Christian  environment  the  watchword  < 
deavors.  If  we  do  not  destroy  the  Indian  languages  as  a  ] 
knowledge  in  which  we  are  interested  as  scholars,  we  do  \ 
more  toward  breaking  .down  the  organized  barbarism  of  tl 
so  that  we  shall  be  able  to  do  for  him  what  needs  to  be  d 
Bernardo,  who  has  done  such  a  wonderful  work  among 
Arabs  of  London,  says  that  .there  is  almost  no  case  where,  i 
an  environment  of  loving  care,  the  whole  character  of  the 
not  be  changed.  I  hope  that  all  the  efforts  that  are  bein^ 
Captain  Pratt  in  this  matter  of  putting  Indians  out  amon| 
where  they  will  be  away  from  the  old  life  and  in  new  circ 
and  surroundings,  may  receive  our  thought  and  care. 

Mr.  William  Harkness,  of  the  Brooklyn  Board  of  Edu< 
have  always  been  puzzled  to  know  why  Indians  should  be 
reservation  at  all.  If  you  would  take  any  number  of  p>eople 
them  apart  from  the  rest  of  the  world  it  would  be  pretty  hj 
ilize  them.  If  you  could  only  distribute  the  Indians  a 
people  of  the  country  you  would  probably  solve  the  proble 
interested  in  what  Miss  Scoville  said  of  the  hatred  of  thos 
for  the  whites.  Why  should  they  hate  the  whites  ?  Bee 
have  been  ill-treated  by  them.  We  must  gain  their  confi 
love  before  they  can  feel  that  they  are  a  part  of  us.  W 
clothing  and  food  be  given  to  Indians  ? 

Mr.  Smiley.  —  They  are  furnished  by  treaty. 

Mr.  Harkness.  —  But  why  should  they  not  be  made  to 
earn  their  own  living  ?     That  young  man  who  spoke  here 
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me  very  much.  He  says  he  is  an  Indian;  but  more  than  that  he  is  a 
man.  He  has  fitted  himself  to  support  himself  in  a  machine-she>p. 
Isn't  he  much  more  of  a  man  by  so  doing?  Why  shouldn't  the 
Indians  be  scattered  about  among  the  people?  Why  should  they  be 
kept  together  any  more  than  any  other  class  of  people  ?  I  do  not 
see  how  you  are  going  to  civilize  them  if  you  keep  them  away  from 
civilization. 

Mr.  Garrett.  —  Mr.  Harkness  is  a  good  disciple  of  Captain 
Pratt.     That  is  exactly  the  position  we  all  take. 

Dr.  Young.  —  Miss  Collins's  wonderful  testimony  about  the  Sioux 
could  equally  well  be  given  of  our  Indians.  An  Indian  who  would 
steal  is  beneath  the  contempt  of  the  race.  In  one  of  my  long  jour- 
neys with  my  dog  trains  we  had  occasion  to  make  a  ccuhe  in  the  fork 
of  a  tree.  When  we  came  back  my  Indians  looked  at  it  and  said, 
"  Somebody  has  cut  a  piece  off."  I  did  not  think  so,  but  I  did  not 
argue  it.  About  two  weeks  later  an  Indian  came  in  with  a  fine 
haunch  of  venison,  which  he  threw  down,  saying,  "  That  is  for  you. 
It  belongs  to  you.  When  I  was  out  hunting  and  I  did  not  get  any- 
thing for  three  days  and  I  was  very  hungry,  and  I  saw  your  cache  and 
I  knew  it  was  the  missionary's,  the  friend  of  the  Indian,  I  pulled 
it  down  and  cut  off  a  piece  of  the  pemmican  and  tied  it  up  and 
put  it  back,  and  now  I  have  brought  you  this  venison.''  He  had 
brought  it  sixty  miles  on  his  back ! 

When  the  Indian  becomes  a  Christian  he  makes  a  good  one,  full 
of  missionary  zeal  and  fervor.  I  only  wish  we  could  get  these  men 
off  from  the  reservations  and  settled  as  citizens  of  the  land.  We  must 
keep  in  them  all  the  good  qualities  they  have ;  bu^  we  have  in  Chris- 
tianity all  these  beautiful  things, —  respect,  love,  tenderness,  honesty. 
We  must  bring  them  up  to  this  high  plane. 
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Friday  Night,  October  i6. 


The  Conference  was  called  to  order  at  8  p.m.  Mrs.  Eldridge  was 
asked  to  speak, 

Mrs.  Eldridge. —  I  find  the  general  characteristics  of  our  Navajo 
Indians  are  very  much  like  those  of  the  Sioux.  You  can  but  respect 
them  for  their  sturdy  independence  and  their  good  working  qualities, 
of  which  we  make  a  great  deal  in  speaking  of  the  Indian.  But  I  am 
sorry  to  say  that  we  have  the  same  differences  in  our  Indians  that  we 
find  among  our  white  people.  As  you  know,  we  have  good  white 
people,  and  we  have  indifferent  white  people,  and  we  have  bad 
white  people  ;  and  those  classes  are  represented  among  our  Navajoes. 
They  are  very  tender  to  their  children,  and  the  children  are  kind  to 
the  old  people.  They  take  excellent  care  of  them  so  far  as  their 
means  will  allow.  Years  ago  the  Navajoes  were  very  cruel  when 
they  were  fighting.  Not  long  since,  in  riding  with  one  of  our  police- 
men far  out  upon  the  reservation,  we  came  upon  a  cave  to  which  he 
called  my  attention.  He  said  that  many  years  ago  when  the  Apaches 
were  fighting  us  they  came  over  here  and  stole  our  sheep  and  our 
children,  and  we  fought  them.  In  this  cave  fourteen  Apaches  were 
found.  They  would  not  surrender  and  we  roasted  them.  "  Oh,"  I 
said  in  horror,  "  how  could  you  do  it  ?  '*  And  he  said,  "  You  must 
remember  that  the  Mexicans  were  roasting  us  and  the  Yutes  were 
killing  us." 

A  year  ago  this  month  I  was  invited  to  go  to  the  Cinza  Mountains. 
It  was  strange  to  find  there  orchards.  After  travelling  forty-eight 
hours  we  came  to  a  natural  gateway  of  stone.  We  passed  through 
this  gateway  and  found  ourselves  entirely  surrounded  by  forests  and 
a  large  peach  orchard  where  we  could  see  that  the  trees  had  died 
down  many  times  and  then  grown  up  again  from  the  roots.  The 
trees  were  loaded  with  fruit.  I  asked  who  planted  the  trees,  when  a 
man  who  must  have  been  nearly  a  hundred  years  old  said,  "Our 
great-grandfathers  did  not  know  who  planted  them."  It  was  very 
fine  fruit.  They  told  me  of  a  legend  they  had  among  their  people 
that  many,  many  years  ago  people  came  in  there  who  went  by  the 
name  of  *^The  Man-who-drags-his-coat-tails."  Evidently  it  must 
have  been  the  monks.  They  told  me  that  silver  and  gold  were  found 
in  the  mountains  and  that  the  able-bodied  men  were  held  as  prison- 
ers and  put  to  work  in  these  mines.  At  night  the  men  were  kept  in 
stockades  and  the  next  morning  put  back  into  the  mines  to  work. 
After  they  had  worked  many  years  they  said  to  the  rulers,  "  This  is 
more  than  death,"  and  they  planned  an  insurrection.     They  said  that 
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these  men  were  killed  and  their  bodies  thrown  into  the  mines,  and 
it  was  walled  up.  Perhaps  something  of  this  tradition  has  reached 
the  ears  of  the  white  people,  and  that  accounts  for  the  recent  attempt 
to  get  hold  of  the  Cinza  Mountairis. 

I  should  like  to  speak  of  the  death  of  one  of  our  old  people  when 
we  first  went  among  the  Navajoes.     One  of  the  friendliest  of  our 
visitors  was  a  man   nearly  one    hundred   years  old,  bowed  almost 
double.     He  was  riding  a  burro,  looking  up  his  horses,  which  are 
the  principal  wealth  of  the  Navajo  man.     He  was  very  friendly  to 
us,  and  came  often  to  the  mission,  and  I  think  that  a  great  deal  is 
due  to  him  in  our  being  able  to  get  hold  of  these  people.     He  was 
exceedingly  intelligent.     After  a  while  he  was  taken  very  sick,  and 
his   sons   came    to  us  —  bright,  intelligent   men — and   said,  "Our 
father  is  very  sick,  and  we  wish  you  would  come  to  see  him."     So 
we  went  down  and  carried  him  little  comforts ;  and  we  said  to  the 
sons,  "  We  think  your  father  is  not  going  to  live :  he  is  very  old,  and 
cannot  last  many  days."     The  elder  son  took  care  of  the  father  dur- 
ing the  daytime,  ministering  to  him  tenderly,  and  the  younger  son 
cared  for  him  at  night,  holding  him  in  his  arms  because  he  could 
breath  better.     At  last  the  old  man  died,  and  they  came  for  me.     I 
went  down  to  the  camp  and  found  them  in  a  hogan, —  a  circular 
house  without  any  roof.     While  their  expression  of  grief  was  sincere, 
there  was  not  the  wailing  that  we  find  among  some  tribes,  nor  any 
great  noise,  but  one  could  see  that  these  boys  and  the  women  loved 
the  old  man.      I  asked    what  I   could  do,  and  the   older  son  said 
to  me,   **  You  loved  our  father,  and   he   loved  you.     He  was  the 
friend  of  the  white  people.     Now,  our  Navajo  way  of  caring  for  our 
dead  is  bad.     We  carry  them  away  and  put  them  in  the  caves  of  the 
mountains,  and  the  mountain  lions  find  our  dead  and  they  are  de- 
stroyed.    We  love  our  father,  and  we  want  you  to  give  him  Chris- 
tian burial.     Bury  him  in  the  way  that  you  bury  your  own  dead.     It 
is  two  days  since  we  have  eaten  food,  and  our  little  onjes  are  very 
hungry,  and  we  should  like  to  attend  to  this  duty  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible."    We  went  to  some  of  our  white  neighbors  who  did  not  love 
the    Indians  very  much,  and   we   had   to   be   persuasive  with    our 
tongues  and  our  purses  before  we  could  show  them  how  to  dig  a 
grave  for  the  old  man.     At  last  it  was  dug.     We  had  no  lumber  for 
a  coffin,  but  we  went  down  with  our  wagon  to  the  hogan  where  the 
body  was,  and  the  younger  son  very  reverentially  came  in.     Their 
hogans  always  face  the  east.     But,  according  to  their  ideas,  it  would 
not  be  right  to  take  the  body  out  through  the  door ;  so  an  opening 
was  made  on  the  west  side  of  the  hogan,  and  the  body  was  taken 
out  through  that  and  laid  upon  the  wagon,  with  the  fine  blankets 
and  the  silverware  that  he  had,  and  the  bridle,  and  all  the  treasures 
which  he  had.     These  were  all  laid  upon  the  wagon,  and  we  were 
to  drive  two  miles  to  the  mountain  where  the  grave  was  dug.     As 
we  went  from  the  camp  the  cries  of  the  people  whom  we  had  helped 
was  something  very  sad  to  hear.     I  could  but  think  that  these  peo- 
ple in  their  ignorance  had   no  knowledge  of  the  future.     No  word 
had  been  spoken  to  them  of  the  future ;  and  yet  one  could  see,  from 
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the  preparations  they  had  made  for  him  to  enter  another  life,  that 
they  must  have  some  conception  of  a  future  life. 

When  we  reached  the  grave,  the  younger  son  got  down  into  it 
and  made  a  bed  with  the  blankets  and  skins,  with  the  saddle  for  a 
pillow.  Then  the  body  was  laid  in  and  covered  with  more  of  the 
beautiful  blankets,  and  the  silverware  was  put  in,  and,  as  the  grave 
was  filled,  the  beautiful  burial  service  was  read;  and  I  think  I  never 
saw  a  more  reverent  company  than  was  gathered  for  the  first  Chris- 
tian burial  among  them.  The  followers  of  this  man  to-day  are  our 
best  men.  They  are  hard-working  people,  and  they  have  learned 
something  of  what  there  is  beyond  the  grave.  We  are  hoping  great 
things  for  our  Navajoes,  because  they  are  such  good  workers  and 
because  they  are  trying  to  make  homes  for  themselves.  The  great 
Indian  question  we  hear  so  much  about  can  be  settled  easily  if  we 
put  ourselves  in  the  place  of  these  Indians,  and  ask  that  they  be 
treated  just  as  we  would  want  others  to  treat  us  were  we  in  their 
places. 

A  telegram  was  read  from  Miss  Sibyl  Carter,  expressing  thanks 
for  the  message  sent  to  her. 

Mr.  Davis. —  The  suggestion  has  been  presented  to  you  by  Presi- 
dent Gates  and  some  other  speakers,  and  a  similar  plea  has  been 
often  made  by  the  Indian  Rights  Association,  for  us  to  impress 
special  points  upon  our  Congressmen.  Permit  me  to  state  the 
result  of  one  very  carefully  made  plea  to  a  wide  circle.  I  felt  that 
the  appeal  should  not  go  from  Philadelphia  alone,  or  from  Boston. 
They  would  exclaim,  "  Those  sentimentalists  in  the  East  and  Friends 
in  Philadelphia ! —  such  appeals  are  a  matter  of  course  from  them  ** ; 
and  they  would  then  quietly  lay  the  matter  aside  on  the  desk,  I 
would  not  say  in  the  waste-basket.  I  therefore  wrote  to  gentlemen 
in  various  parts  of  the  country  and  asked  them  to  unite  in  a  special 
effort  to  reach  Congressmen.  Among  the  various  replies  were  several 
to  the  effect,  "  You  will  remember  that  the  most  efficient  person  in 
Congress,  on  Indian  matters,  is  Senator  Dawes,  to  whom  I  have 
sent  your  letter  " ;  and  I  heard  from  Senator  Dawes  that  his  mail 
was  considerably  increased  by  the  appeals  that  I  had  sent  to  Ohio, 
Illinois,  and  elsewhere,  to  have  their  own  Congressmen  reached. 
Such  a  failure  to  apprehend  and  do  some  earnest  work  for  the 
cause  with  their  own  people,  was  then,  and  is  often,  very  serious. 

There  needs,  also,  to  be  more  confidence  that  you  can  do  some- 
thing. Many  have  answered  such  appeals  by  saying  that  they  had 
no  personal  acquaintance  with  Congressmen ;  to  which  it  is  fair  to 
reply,  **  Supposing  one  has  no  personal  acquaintance,  we  must  have 
some  friends  who  have.  Secure  their  influence  and  do  not  let  it 
Test  with  one  alone."  Appeals  made  to  the  overtaxed  members  of 
Congress  will  be  overlooked  on  their  desks  unless  there  is  some 
more  individual  earnest  influence  brought  to  bear. 

Ex-Senator  Dawes. —  I  have  had  as  much  experience  in  this  mat- 
ter of  petitions  as  most  people.     One. of  the  Western  senators  came 
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to  me  one  day  with  two  postal  cards,  one  from  California  and  one 
from  Boston.  On  the  back  of  each  was  printed  in  identical  words 
the  same  request ;  and  I  had  to  explain  that  a  very  able  and  efficient 
newspaper  in  New  York  had  printed  ten  thousand  of  these,  leaving 
a  blank  for  the  name,  and  had  sent  them  out  to  different  parties  to 
distribute.  When  a  member  of  Congress  gets  a  printed  petition, 
especially  on  a  postal  card,  he  doesn't  read  it  through.  A  man  once 
came  to  me  in  great  distress  about  a  provision  in  a  bill  which  was 
going  to  ruin  him  and  all  his  neighbors.  He  satisfied  me  that  he 
was  right  about  it  and  he  wanted  I  should  tell  him  how  to  get  others 
interested  in  it.  I  said,  **  Go  to  some  friend  of  every  member  of  the 
House  you  can,  and  ask  him  to  write  in  his  own  hand  just  what  he 
wants  his  member  to  do,  and  sign  it  and  send  it  on  to  him."  In 
about  a  fortnight  one  member  after  another  from  different  States 
came  to  me  and  said,  "  What  does  this  mean  }  Half  a  dozen  of  my 
constituents  have  been  writing  me,  asking  me  to  do  this  thing." 
The  result  of  it  was  that  the  thing  was  done.  If  a  man  will  write 
what  he  wants  in  his  own  hand,  and  will  not  get  it  printed  or  put  on 
a  typewriter,  and  will  sign  his  own  name  to  it,  his  Representative  will 
be  exceedingly  glad  not  only  to  read  it  but  to  give  it  a  favorable 
consideration  if  possible.  There  is  too  much  machine  work  about 
getting  up  petitions  in  these  days,  and  they  have  lost  much  of  their 
force  in  consequence.  Another  mistake  is  that  of  pouring  them  in 
upon  a  man  already  right,  overwhelming  him,  and  overlooking  those 
who  need  to  be  urged  to  do  the  thing  desired. 

Mr.  Garreit. —  During  the  past  year,  three  gentlemen  who  have 
heretofore  taken  a  more  or  less  active  part  in  our  Conference  have 
died.  We  miss  them  all.  Captain  J.  G.  Bourke,  whose  brilliant 
addresses  and  papers  will  be  remembered  by  many,  died  in  a 
hospital  in  Philadelphia,  kev.  Mr.  Harding,  who  long  represented 
the  Springfield  Republican  here,  has  also  died.  And  we  feel  the  loss 
especially  of  Dr.  Austin  Abbott,  who  has  also  passed  away.  For 
years  he  was  one  of  the  most  active  members  of  the  Conference, 
and  his  gentle  manner  and  strong  counsel,  especially  on  questions 
of  law,  will  long  be  appreciated.  It  seems  eminently  proper  that  a 
resolution  should  be  adopted  by  the  Conference;  and  Dr.  Foster 
has  prepared  one  on  which  Dr.  Cuyler  will  speak. 

The  following  was  then  offered  by  Dr.  Foster,  who  moved  that 
it  be  printed  in  the  records :  — 

This  Conference  this  year  greatly  misses  the  genial  presence  and  wise  coun- 
sels of  one  who  has  been  identified  with  it  from  the  beginning.  Dr.  Austin 
Abbott,  who  has  been  called  from  earth  during  the  year,  was  deeply  interested  in 
the  welfare  of  the  Indian  and  showed  his  interest  by  constant  attendance  at  these 
meetings.  His  legal  learning  and  practical  good  sense  caused  him  to  be  greatly 
appreciated  on  these  occasions  and  to  be  pressed  into  service.  He  was  often  a 
member  of  our  business  committee,  aided  largely  in  drafting  our  platforms,  and 
was  eagerly  heard  on  the  floor  of  this  Conference.  In  all  legal  questions  before 
the  Conference  his  opinion  was  well-nigh  decisive.  In  social  relations  we 
found  him  a  man  of  a  warm  heart  and  of  earnest  Christian  character. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


I07 

The  conclusions  reached  by  this  Conference  were  shaped  in  no  small  degree  by 
his  counsels,  and  whatever  influence  the  Conference  has  had  in  improving  the 
condition  of  the  Indian  is  due  as  much  to  him  as  to  any  one  member  of  this  body. 
We  are  glad  to  record  our  indebtedness  to  our  departed  friend  for  his  untiring 
and  able  efforts  in  promoting  the  work  of  this  Conference. 

Dr.  CuYLER.  —  I  second  the  proposal.  It  seems  to  me  that  at 
almost  every  gathering  we  are  called  to  lament  the  departure  of 
some  who  have  been  active  participants  in  the  blessed  work  for 
which  we  are  assembled.  x\t  the  last  meeting  the  distinguished 
brothers  stood  here  side  by  side,  with  their  earnest  faces,  their  active 
brains  and  their  large  hearts  consecrated  to  the  work  of  this  Confer- 
ence. Through  the  last  day  or  two  we  have  felt  what  a  gap  it  is 
that  we  have  not  had  the  brothers  Abbott  with  us  this  time.  One  of 
them,  Dr.  Lyman  Abbott,  told  me  at  the  beginning  of  the  week  how 
much  he  regretted  that  an  important  engagement  prevented  his 
being  with  us ;  but  alas  !  the  eloquent  voice  of  his  brother  Austin  will 
never  be  heard  here  again. 

Austin  Abbott  came  of  a  family  that  was  famous  through  two 
generations.  His  father,  the  Rev.  Jacob  Abbott  of  Boston,  was 
widely  known  as  a  popular  author.  His  name  appears  on  the  title- 
page  of  two  hundred  books  as  author  or  editor.  But  after  all,  his 
greatest  work  was  in  giving  to  this  country  those  four  noble  sons. 
Benjamin  Abbott,  one  of  the  three,  became  an  eminent  and  success- 
ful practitioner  and  writer  in  the  law.  Lyman  Abbott,  as  you  all 
know,  has  made  Plymouth  Church  visible  and  audible  all  over  the 
continent.  It  still  speaks  out  for  God,  for  justice,  freedom  and 
human  rights.  Rev.  Edward  Abbott  is  well  known  in  his  own 
denomination  as  the  rector  of  St.  James's  Church,  Cambridge, 
and  widely  known  outside  of  it  as  the  editor-in-chief  of  the 
Literary  WorhL  Austin  .Abbott,  the  fourth  brother,  was  born  in 
Boston,  I  think  in  December,  1831,  and  at  the  time  of  his  lamented 
departure  was  little  more  than  sixty-four  years  of  age.  About  forty 
years  ago  I  first  became  acquainted  with  him.  He  and  his  young 
wife  were  in  New  York,  and  they  came  to  my  church,  although  they 
did  not  unite  with  it.  I  remember  my  acquaintance  with  that  bright,, 
earnest,  unsophisticated  fellow  and  his  wife  when  they  first  came.  I 
only  regretted  that  his  change  of  residence  took  him  away.  I  re- 
ceived his  first  book,  "  Conecut  Corners."  He  had  an  idea  then  of 
giving  himself  to  a  literary  life  ;  but  God  had  a  greater  work  for  him 
to  do,  a  wider  and  deeper  far.  He  very  soon  grappled  with  the 
weightier  matters  of  the  law,  and  his  fine  strong  intellect  found  full 
room  for  activity,  not  only  in  practice,  but  in  preparing  many  valu- 
able volumes  which  have  become  standards  for  the  legal  profession. 

But  it  is  not  of  Austin  Abbott  as  an  eminent  pleader  or  writer  of 
the  law  that  we  commemorate  him  to-night.  Rather  we  think  of 
him,  not  as  one  who  taught  the  law,  but  as  one  who  practised  the 
beautiful  gospel.  It  is  not  Austin  Abbott,  the  eminent  legal  writer, 
but  Austin  Abbott,  the  lover  of  God  and  of  his  fellow  creatures,  who 
won  our  hearts  and  won  his  place  among  the  reformers  and  philan- 
thropists of  our  country. 
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You  remember  how  he  came  here  year  after  year,  how  he  put  the 
whole  force  of  his  legal  knowledge  and  of  his  enthusiastic  devotion 
into  the  deliberations  of  this  body,  and  it  may  well  be  said  no  man 
exerted  more  power  on  this  platform  and  in  these  annual  delibera- 
tions than  Dr.  Austin  Abbott.  Let  us  therefore  think  of  him  to- 
night as  one  who  loved  the  Indian  and  labored  for  him,  who  gave 
the  very  best  of  himself  to  better  the  condition  of  the  Indian.  All 
that  he  did,  he  did  from  sheer,  pure  love.  I  suppose  as  a  lawyer 
he  received  his  fees  for  what  he  did;  for  what  he  wrought  for 
humanity  he  received  a  more  precious  coin,  the  heart  coin  that  the 
Almighty  gives  to  those  who  do  unselfish  work  for  his  glory  and  the 
cause  of  humanity.  Good  friends,  that  is  the  only  coin  worth 
having.  It  is  Almighty  God's  gold  standard  that  never  can  depre- 
ciate. And  now  when  the  good  man  is  taken  away  many  of  you 
may  have  observed  the  tributes  paid  by  the  public  press  and  by 
Christian  men  and  philanthropists  throughout  the  country.  It  was 
the  tribute  paid  to  the  noble,  fearless,  earnest,  and  devoted  laborer 
for  God  and  humanity.  Good  friends,  it  is  a  very  pleasant  thing  to 
be  admired,  it  is  a  very  pleasant  thing  to  be  honored ;  but  it  is  an 
infinitely  grander  thing  to  be  loved.  Austin  Abbott  went  down  to 
his  grave  loved,  and  his  name  is  embalmed  in  the  hearts  of  many  of 
God's  people  over  our  country,  and  by  more  than  one  of  those  poor 
fellow-countrymen  of  ours  on  the  frontiers,  who  will  remember  the 
name  of  Austin  Abbott  as  one  of  their  unselfish  and  devoted  friends. 
There  are  many  who  would  rather  thus  write  their  names  on  hu- 
manity than  on  marble  that  may  perish;  who  would  rather  write 
their  names  on  human  hearts,  though  that  heart  be  behind  a  black 
or  a  red  skin,  but  a  human  heart  that  throbs  with  gratitude  to  its 
benefactor.  And  so  to-night  it  seems  that  the  departed  have  come 
back  to  revisit  us.  It  is  not  those  that  we  see  wdth  the  eye  that  we 
behold  to-night.  It  is  another  group  that  we  behold  with  the  inner 
eye  of  affectionate  memory.  I  see  in  this  room  to-night  Rutherford 
Hayes  and  Samuel  Armstrong  and  Clinton  B.  Fiske  and  Austin 
Abbott  still  mingling  in  spirit  in  our  deliberations ;  still  saying  to  uSj 
"  Brethren  and  sisters,  be  of  good  cheer.  We  have  gone,  but  the 
cause  remains.  Men  die,  but  the  work  goes  on.  Be  of  good  cheer, 
for,  by  and  by,  it  is  our  heavenly  Father's  good  pleasure  to  give  us 
the  kingdom." 

The  resolution  was  then  passed  by  a  unanimous  rising  vote. 

Mr.  Howard  M.  Jenkins. —  In  the  warmth  of  the  discussion  this 
morning  I  felt  as  if  there  was  something  that  I  might  have  added  to 
its  bulk,  if  not  to  its  value,  but  it  is  difficult  to  go  back  and  revive 
the  interest  one  felt  at  the  time.  I  was  much  impressed,  however, 
with  the  remarks  that  were  made  by  Miss  Scoville  and  Miss  Collins 
and  Dr.  Young, —  their  uniform  testimony  to  certain  strong  and 
honorable  qualities  of  the  Indian  character.  It  ^wakened  in  my 
mind^  two  lines  of  thought  which  I  want  to  suggest  One  is  moved 
to  ask  whether,  after  all,  it  could  have  been  a  huge  mistake  for 
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Columbus  to  make  his  voyage,  and  whether  the  whole  contact  of  the 
white  race  with  the  red  has  been  a  catastrophe.  Because,  as  you 
study  the  question,  the  Indians  seem  to  have  had,  from  the  very  first 
time  the  whites  came  in  contact  with  them,  qualities  which  command 
our  respect  in  the  highest  degree, —  qualities  which  the  contact  of 
the  white  race  with  them  has  rather  served  to  destroy  than  to  en- 
hance. One  fact  may  illustrate  this  inquiry :  so  far  as  we  have  any 
evidence,  there  was  not  among  the  Indians  north  of  Central  Amer- 
ica any  knowledge  whatever  of  the  manufacture  of  any  intoxicating 
drink.  That  is  my  own  impression  from  what  I  have  read,  and  I 
have  talked  here  with  our  friend  Dr.  Anderson  about  it,  and  I  be- 
lieve it  is  safe  to  say  that  they  had  no  intoxicating  drink.  The  most 
notable  gift,  therefore,  which  the  white  people  of  F.urope  brought 
to  these  red  people  of  America  was  that  of  intoxicants ;  and  the 
account  of  their  intercourse  with  us  is  the  same  story  of  drunkenness 
and  demoralization,  from  the  beginning  of  the  seventeenth  century  so 
far  as  the  English  races  are  concerned,  down  to  the  present  time. 
The  Indians  had  at  all  times  an  appreciation  of  their  own  situation 
and  an  understanding  of  the  misery  and  wrong  which  drink  wrought, 
and  they  constantly  asked  that  it  should  be  kept  from  them.  If  you 
will  read  the  records  of  the  Colonial  time,  you  will  find  there  how 
again  and  again  the  Indian  chiefs  begged  that  rum  might  not  be 
brought  among  them.  Answer  was  always  made  to  them,  "We  will 
try."  But  the  cupidity  of  the  white  men,  and  especially  the  traders, 
was  such  that  it  was  not  then  kept  away,  and  it  has  never  been  kept 
away  since. 

Supposing  all  this  to  be  true,  I  think  the  testimony  to  these  ad- 
mirable qualities  of  the  Indian  character  ought  to  be  encouraging 
to  all  friends  of  the  Indian  work,  for  it  is  certainly  helpful  to  the 
desire  to  lift  these  people  when  we  find  they  have  these  strong  char- 
acteristics commanding  our  respect.  I  would  adopt  the  suggestion 
made  this  morning,  that,  if  we  can  bring  to  them  our  civilization  in 
its  civilized  form,  and  our  Christianity  in  its  Christian  reality,  we 
can  preserve  among  them  these  high  qualities.  It  is  to  such  end 
as  that,  I  should  hope,  that  the  infiuence  of  the  friends  of  the  Ind- 
ian can  be  and  will  be  more  intelligently  and  satisfactorily  directed. 
We  lose  a  great  deal  in  all  governmental  attempts  to  improve  the 
Indians  by  the  failure  to  have  consecutive  and  consistent  adminis- 
tration. And  all  that  government  does  must  be  done  on  broad 
lines  and  by  general  rule,  and  to  some  extent  in  a  mechanical  way ; 
while  the  efforts  of  good  people,  such  as  are  represented  here  from 
year  to  year,  can  be  more  flexible,  and  to  a  certain  degree  more 
intelligently  applied  to  the  maintenance  and  the  conservation  of 
those  native  valuable  qualities  which  still  survive  in  the  Indian.  I 
never  have  read  of  the  Indians  from  the  narratives  of  trustworthy 
witnesses,  old  or  recent,  without  feeling  impressed  that  in  so^nc  ways 
they  seem  to  have  had  better  native  qualities  than  the  whites.  It 
does  seem  to  me  that  their  fidelity  to  their  engagements  is  greater 
than  our  average  ;  and  as  to  the  one  great  offence  that  has  always 
been  charged  to  them, —  cruelty  and  blood-thirstiness, —  if  you  will 
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read  the  annals  of  our  own  race  in  detail,  from  the  time  when  the 
white  people  came  here,  you  will  find  that  the  cruelties  they  prac- 
tised were  equal  to  anything  that  we  know  of  the  Indian. 

The  three  resolutions  which  had  been  presented  to  the  business 
committee  were  read  by  Dr.  Ward  and  adopted  (page  95). 

The  platform  was  then  read  by  Dr.  W.  H.  Ward,  w^ho  prefaced  it 
with  the  follow^ing  words  :  — 

Dr.  Ward. —  In  moving  the  adoption  of  this  platform,  allow  me  to 
say  a  word.  There  is  a  difference  between  a  man  of  shifts  and  a 
man  of  principles,  between  a  politician  and  a  gentleman.  The  man 
who  has  principles  has  a  guiding  star,  something  which  he  can  fol- 
low, something  which  will  give  him  direction,  while  a  man  that  has 
no  principle  has  no  pole-star.  I  suppose  that  one  principle  which 
controls  us  is  our  trust  in  truth ;  and  I  suppose  that  the  liberty  of 
truth,  and  the  liberty  of  discussion  and  of  free  thought,  and  the  trust 
in  the  power  of  truth  are  about  the  first  lessons  that  one  needs  to 
learn.  John  Milton,  in  his  Speech  in  Defence  of  the  Liberty  of  Un- 
licensed Printing,  has  given  us  that  principle  in  the  best  form  in 
which  it  has  ever  been  put  upon  paper.  It  is  one  of  the  best  pieces 
of  English  prose  that  exists.  I  would  have  every  young  man  read 
it  at  least  once  a  year.  One  who  has  learned  the  principles  which 
are  expounded  tliere  better  than  anywhere  else  in  the  English  lan- 
guage has  learned  a  lesson  of  the  utmost  importance, —  that  the  free 
discussion  of  truth  can  be  trusted. 

There  is  another  very  important  principle,  and  that  is  the  unity  of 
the  human  race.  That  principle  lies  at  the  bottom  of  this  platform. 
It  takes  a  good  while  to  learn  that  principle.  Against  that  principle 
is  the  whole  custom  of  caste,  is  the  whole  thought  that  a  man  must 
be  put  under  foot  because  he  is  not  like  us.  That  is  something 
different  from  the  solidarity  of  the  human  race.  That  is  accom- 
plished by  commerce  as  men  come  into  relation  with  one  another.  I 
am  glad  that  the  first  history  gives  us  the  name  Adam  for  the  first 
man,  a  word  which  means  ///r///,  and  this  includes  the  human  race. 
Then  we  have  the  second  Man  from  heaven,  introducing  into  this 
human  race,  this  one  human  race  on  the  earth,  the  spiritual  power, 
the  divine  life  that  conies  down  from  heaven.  And  as  by  our  origin 
we  are  all  one,  so  through  the  divine  life  which  comes  to  us  from 
Jesus  Christ  we  are  also  one ;  and  we  have  the  right  to  demand  that 
one  race  shall  not  be  treated  differently  from  any  other  race,  for  we 
are  all  brothers  of  one  family. 

I  am  not  one  of  those  who  believe  that  the  difference  between 
races  is  anything  essential.  There  are  differences  between  individu- 
als. One  has  larger  brain,  larger  power,  larger  capacity,  than 
another ;  but  that  is  no  reason  why  he  should  not  give  the  other  the 
same  privileges,  so  far  as  the  latter  is  able  to  use  them.  But  we  must 
remember  that,  if  the  red  man  or  the  black  man  or  the  yellow  man, 
as  man,  may  differ  in  the  amount  of  ability,  may  have  a  different 
amount  of  brain,  yet  the  kind  of  brain  is  the  same ;  the  same  power 
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resides  in  it  as  in  some  large  Caucasian  brain.  We  have  been  told 
that  if  you  take  an  Indian  infant  and  put  it  in  your  home,  and  it 
grows  up  there,  it  will  be  to  all  intents  and  purposes  like  your  chil- 
dren. The  environment  makes  the  difference.  The  difference  is 
not  in  the  nature  of  the  soul  that  is  there.  If  you  take  your  white 
child — and  many  and  many  such  a  child  there  has  been  —  and  in 
infancy  put  him  in  an  Indian  home  and  let  him  be  brought  up  with 
Indian  children,  he  will  grow  red  at  heart  in  his  sympathies  and 
feelings  as  the  Indians  among  whom  he  lives.  I  have  seen  such  a 
man  among  the  Arickarees.  I  believe  we  are  all  of  one  sort,  if  you 
come  to  the  mind  and  heart.  It  is  the  environment,  the  surround- 
ings, which  make  the  difference. 

So  we  hold  fast  to  that  principle,  and  we  have  got  to  apply  it,  and 
apply  it  in  all  those  great  concerns  which  govern  us  in  our  relations 
one  with  another.  This  principle  must  govern  our  treatment  of  the 
Indian.  What  do  we  do  for  our  own  children  ?  We  give  our  chil- 
dren such  an  education  as  will  fit  them  for  any  sphere  of  life  to 
which  they  may  be  called.  We  do  not  have  a  special  Caucasian 
education.  We  want  no  special  Indian  education.  We  want  to 
give  the  Indians  the  education  which  will  make  them  good  citizens. 
We  cannot  give  the  best  education  to  every  one,  red  or  white,  but  we 
must  give  the  choice  Indian  man  a  choice  education.  The  same 
principle  applies  to  citizenship.  There  is  not  to  be  a  different  kind 
of  government  for  the  Indian  from  what  there  is  for  the  white 
man ;  and  this  is  what  we  try  to  express  in  this  platform.  Just 
as  soon  as  possible,  put  the  government  of  the  Indian  on  pre- 
cisely the  same  plane  as  that  of  the  white  man.  Why.'*  Because 
he  is  a  white  man;  because  he  is  at  heart  a  white  man.  When 
he  gets  the  education  and  the  surroundings  of  the  white  man  he 
will  be  a  wiiite  man. 

Some  years  ago  I  was  visiting  the  Arickarees  and  Gros  Ventres 
with  a  friend,  and  I  was  told  that,  twenty  years  before,  a  United  States 
soldier  had  come  to  see  them  and  had  made  a  speech,  and  he  told 
them  that  in  twenty  years  they  would  be  white  men.  That  twenty 
years  was  almost  finished,  and  they  were  thinking  that  the  time  had 
come  when  they  were  to  be  white  men.  Like  them,  w^e  want  to 
understand  that  the  Indian  is  to  be  a  white  man,  treated  like  a  white 
man,  because  of  this  one  great  central  principle  that  I  want  to  have 
put  before  us  and  fixed  in  our  minds,  according  to  which  we  are  to 
guide  our  conduct  in  every  dealing  with  them.  So  we  are  to  give 
them  such  a  government  as  we  have.  Let  them  have  a  free  govern- 
ment without  putting  them  under  the  bondage  of  dealing  with  the 
agency  system. 

One  thing  more  ;  and  that  has  to  do  with  religion.  The  Indian  has 
the  right  to  just  the  same  religion  that  we  have.  Not  only  is  he  to 
have  the  white  man's  school  and  the  white  man's  government,  but 
also  the  white  man's  religion.  We  are  to  understand  that  it  is  not 
part  of  our  duty  to  try  to  preserve  something  about  their  customs  or 
their  manners  because  it  is  picturesque  or  peculiar  or  odd  as  a  speci- 
men in  ethnology,  something  to  keep  as  a  sort  of  living  museum  to 
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be  sent  about  the  country  in  a  show.  We  are  to  give  them  our  civili- 
zation, we  are  to  give  them  our  religion,  and  we  are  to  teach  them  to 
despise  that  which  is  low  and  that  which  is  degrading. 

And  now  let  me  say  in  reference  to  this  platform,  I  believe  it  is 
such  as  this  Conference  desires  to  embody.  At  least  it  appears  to 
put  into  form  the  principles  by  which  this  Conference  is  guided, —  this 
central  principle  of  the  unity  of  the  human  race  applied  to  the 
Indian  race  just  as  we  apply  it  to  the  white  race.  And  here  I  say, 
dear  friends,  we  are  practical.  They  may  say  that  this  is  not  practi- 
cal. A  practical  policy  requires  that  we  should  accommodate  our- 
selves to  this  or  that  condition.  But  to  let  a  bad  condition  continue 
is  not  practical  politics,  it  is  not  real  statesmanship.  What  we  desire 
is  that  we  should  go  forward  in  a  straight  line,  what  we  must  do  is 
something  practical  and  wise,  and  we  must  hew  by  the  straight  line 
of  this  great  principle  of  the  unity  of  the  human  race. 

The  platform  was  then  read,  section  by  section,  and,  after  some 
discussion,  in  which  Miss  Sparhawk,  Senator  Dawes,  Mr.  Lippincott, 
Dr.  Ward,  Mr.  James  Wood,  Mr.  Jenkins,  and  others  took  part,  was 
adopted  as  a  whole  as  follows  :  — 

LAKE   MOHONK   PLATFORM. 

We,  *  the  members  of  the  Mohonk  Indian  Conference,  in  this  its 
Fourteenth  Annual  Meeting,  gratefully  recognize  the  progress  made 
by  our  country  during  these  years  in  the  intelligent  comprehension 
of  the  Indian  problem  and  its  equitable  solution.  The  Century  of 
Dishonor  we  trust  is  passed.  The  Indian  has  friends  to  watch  over 
his  rights  and  bring  him  the  blessings  of  education  and  religion  ; 
while  our  government,  in  its  legislative  and  administrative  branches, 
seeks  the  same  object.  The  main  principles  are  settled,  and  the  • 
main  lines  of  policy  have  been  adopted.  It  is  admitted  that  the 
Indian  is  a  man ;  and  it  is  coming  to  be  admitted  that  he  must  be 
treated  like  other  men.  Our  government  is  seeking  to  give  all  Ind- 
ian youth  an  English  education ;  the  spoils  system  has  received  a 
deadly  blow ;  and  we  are  trying,  as  fast  as  is  prudent,  to  put  every 
Indian  family  on  its  own  allotted  land.  But  the  right  direction 
already  secured  needs  to  be  maintained,  and,  while  on  the  road  to 
self-protection  and  citizenship,  the  Indian  requires  the  protection  of 
law,  and  the  guidance  of  those  who  love  him  because  he  is  a  brother 
man.     Accordingly  we  make  the  following  recommendations :  — 

1.  That  the  tribal  system  be  abolished  everywhere  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  the  Indian  incorporated  into  the  citizenship  of  the 
States  and  Territories. 

2.  That,  accordingly,  Indian  agents  be  dispensed  with  wherever 
possible,  especially  where  the  Indians  have  been  settled  on  their 
own  allotments ;  and  that,  where  it  is  necessary  to  retain  an  agent, 
preparation  be  made  for  his  withdrawal  in  every  possible  way. 

3.  That  legislation  should  protect  the  Indian  against  the  land- 
grabber,  the   gambler,  and   the  liquor  seller ;    and  particularly  that 
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Congress  should  pass  the  liquor  bill  approved  by  Commissioner 
Browning,  or  some  other  bill  equally  stringent.  We  further  recom- 
mend that  special  attention  be  paid  to  the  subject  of  marriage  and 
divorce  among  the  Indians,  so  as  to  bring  their  family  relations 
under  the  laws  of  the  States  or  Territories  within  whose  bounds  they 
reside. 

4.  That  the  Indian  agents  should  not  be  removed  because  of  a 
change  of  administration. 

Further,  we  commend  the  admirable  methods  of  the  present 
Superintendent  of  Indian  Education,  and  we  desire  that  he  may  be 
retained  to  carry  out  the  plans  that  he  has  inaugurated. 

5.  That  the  Indian  schools  be  incorporated  in  the  school  systems 
of  the  several  States  and  Territories,  the  United  States  paying  the 
expense  of  the  education  of  the  Indian  youth  so  long  as  they  are 
the  wards  of  the  nation. 

6.  That  the  work  of  surveying  the  reservations  should  as  speedily 
as  possible  be  completed,  so  that  Indians  may  be  enabled  to  locate 
their  claims. 

7.  That  Indians  on  reservations  should  not  be  allowed  to  connect 
themselves  with  shows  travelling  about  the  world  to  exhibit  the  sav- 
agery from  which  we  are  trying  to  reclaim  them. 

8.  That  the  anomalous  and  deplorable  conditions  in  the  Indian 
Territory  should  be  remedied.  Convinced  that  this  can  be  done 
with  justice  to  all  parties,  we  desire  the  speedy  passage  of  the 
Curtis  Bill  which  passed  the  House  at  the  last  session,  with  such 
modifications  only  as  will  promote  its  efficiency  and  enable  the  Dawes 
Commission  to  introduce  the  Indians  of  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes  to 
the  full  rights  of  American  citizenship.  The  utter  failure  of  these 
tribes  to  protect  the  rights  of  citizen  Indians  in  the  tribal  property 
lays  upon  our  government  the  obligation  to  enforce  the  fulfilment  of 
the  trust  which  the  tribal  governments  assumed  in  behalf  of  the 
individual  members  of  each  tribe ;  and  the  duty  of  protecting  life 
and  property  in  the  Territory  devolves  upon  the  United  States. 

9.  That  it  is  of  immediate  importance  that  the  natives  of  Alaska 
be  put  under  the  protection  of  organized  Territorial  law,  and  be  pre- 
pared for  citizenship. 

10.  That  co-ordinate  with  the  work  of  the  government  in  provid- 
ing the  best  facilities  for  the  intellectual  and  moral  training  of  the 
Indian  must  be  that  of  the  preacher  and  teacher  of  religion.  We 
therefore  urge  all  Christian  people  to  vigorously  re-enforce  the  work 
carried  on  by  their  missionary  societies  during  this  brief  transition 
period  until  the  Indian  shall  be  redeemed  from  paganism  and  incor- 
porated into  our  Christian  life  as  well  as  into  our  national  citizen- 
ship. 

The  following  resolution  was  then  presented  by  Dr.  R.  S.  Mac- 
Arthur,  with  a  brief  address  :  — 

Resolved^  That  the  hearty  thanks  of  this  Fourteenth  Indian  Conference  be  ex- 
tended to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Albert  K.  Smiley  for  their  abounding,  considerate,  and 
delicate  hospitality.     Our  honored  host  and  hostess  have  given  year  after  year 
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rare  profit  and  pleasure  to  large  numbers  of  consecrated  toilers  in  remote  mis-  ^ 
sionary  fields,  and  to  many  earnest  workers  in  various  forms  of  humanitarian  and 
Christian  endeavor.  We  hope  that  soon  a  just  solution  may  be  found  for  the 
Indian  problem,  but  frankness  compels  us  to  sav  that  we  cannot  without  sincere 
solicitude  contemplate  the  dissolution  of  this  delightful  Conference.  From  this 
hotel  home  have  gone  out  influences  in  connection  with  this  Conference,  and 
more  recently  from  the  Arbitration  Conference,  which  are  girdling  the  globe,  and 
which  are  already  a  great  blessing  to  America,  and  are  fast  becoming  a  benedic- 
tion to  the  nations  beyond  the  sea. 

The  resolution  was  seconded  by  Dr.  Bruce,  and  unanimously 
adopted. 

Mr.  Smiley  thanked  the  speakers  cordially,  though  he  said  he  had 
repeatedly  tried  to  get  the  Executive  Committee  to  drop  that  feature 
of  the  Conference.  He  believed  that  great  progress  was  being  made 
in  Indian  affairs,  but  that  the  Christian  people  of  the  United  States 
must  not  let  go.  "  As  soon  as  you  get  the  Indian  to  become  a 
Christian,  you  have  settled  the  whole  question  in  regard  to  his  in- 
dustry and  his  morality,''  said  Mr.  Smiley,  **and  I  do  not  believe  it 
can  be  settled  in  any  other  way." 

Mr.  Garrett  closed  with  a  few  words  of  congratulation  on  the 
work  that  had  been  accomplished,  and,  after  the  singing  of  a  hymn, 
**  God  be  with  us  till  we  meet  again,"  the  Conference  adjourned  at 

II    P.M. 
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